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Sir  IVILLIAM  TEMPLE' s 


Firft  Embassy  at 


the  Hague . 


Begun  Auguíl  1668. 


To  the  Ele  flor  of  Mentz. 

Hague,  Aug.  31. 

SIR,  N.  S.  1668. 

I  Did  not  receive  the  honour 

of  your  highnefs’s  letter  till 
lome  time  after  my  arrival  in 
England,  with  the  inclofedfor 
the  king  my  mafter,  which 
he  received  with  that  efteem 
his  majeíty  always  bears  to 
what  comes  from  your  high- 
íiefs  :  and  having  promifed  me 
an  anfwerupon  my  return  for 
Holland,  which  has  been  put 
ofF  from  day  to  day,  I  have 
deferred  my  particular  ac~ 
knowledgments  toyourhigh- 
nefs  till  I  could  valué  themby 
the  honour  of  accompanying 
a  letter  from  his  majefty.  I 
fend  it  now  inclofed ;  and  de- 
fire  your  highnefs  to  believe, 
that  I  relent  as  I  ought  the 
honour  you  nave  done  me  ; 
Voi*.  II.  and 


A  TEle¿leur  de  Mayencc. 

A  la  Hoye ,  3 1  * 

Monfteur ,  Aoüt ,  S.  N.  1668. 
A  lettre  dont  V,  A .  nía  ho - 
noré ,  &  qui  ejl  datée  du\¿^ 
de  Mal ,  ne  m  a  été  rendne  que 
quelques  jours  apres  mon  arrivée 
en  Angleterre ;  avec  elle  j  ay  regu 
r énvelopé  pour  le  roy  mon  maitrc7 
que  je  luy  ay  porté ,  &  qidil a  re^u 
avec  les  mémes  marques  d'ejlime 
que  fa  majejlé  a  toujours  fait  pa¬ 
ro  it  re  pour  tout  ce  qui  vient  de  la 
part  de  V.  A .  le  roy  ni  ay ant  pro- 
mis  la  reponfe  pour  letemsde?no?i 
retour  en  Hollande ,  qui  a  toujours 
tramé  de  jour  en  jour ;  j'ay  dijferc 
de  marquer  d  V .  A.  ma  reconnoij- 
fance  en  particulier ,  jufqu  a  ce 
que j'eujfe  Vhonneur  dé étreporteur 
d'une  lettre  de  fa  majejlé .  Je 

r envoy e  d  cette  heure ,  &  je  fup- 
plie  V .  A.  de  ero  iré  queje  rejj'ens 
comme  je  le  chis  Vhonneur  qu7  elle 
B  tría 
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and  that  I  vvill  preferve  your  iría  fait ,  ¿f  conferveray 
highnefs  s  letter  among  the  _/a  lettrc ,  £3"  As  conteray  partni 
gicateft  marks  of  honour  to  les  titees  &  les  honneurs  qui  ele - 
sny  family  ;  and  íhall  not  fad  vent  la gloive  de  ma patrulle.  'Je 
upon  all  occafions  to  íhewhow  ríe  laíjjevay  échaper  aucune  occa - 
much  I  fhall  chenfh  thc  title  pon  de  temoigner  combienje  e herís 
I  pretend  to  with  fomuclijuf-  &  cheriray  toujoursla qualité que 
tice,  ot  being,  Sir,  your  high-  je  prens  avec  tant  de  jujlice  dey 
neis  s,  Í3 ’c.  monfieur ,  de  V.  A.  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Llague,  Sept.  7,  N.  S.  1 668. 

SI N C E  my  laft  I  liave  not  ftirred  out,  but  had  the 
favour  of  feveral  vifits  in  mychamber-,  among 
the  reft,  one  trom  monfieur  Meerman  on  Wcdnefday^ 
and  one  of  three  hours  from  monfieur  de  Witt  yefter- 
day.  I  fe  11  into  talk  with  the  firft  upon  the  matter 
of  the  Guiney  company  ■,  who  faid  ‘my  lord  Holles, 
and,  as  I  remember,  Mr.  Secretary  Morris,  had  fpoken 
of  it  to  him  before ;  but  only  given  him  a  general  re- 
lation,  upon  which  he  could  not  fufficiently  inform  the 
States :  that  they  had  likewiíe  mentioned  íome  other 
parts  of  the  marine  treaty,  by  which  the  Eaíl-India 
company  thought  themfelves  aggrieved,  but  remem- 
bered  nothing  particular  befides~the  form  of  paífborts, 
in  which  we  might  receive  what  fatisfaftion  we  pleafed  • 
and  the  better  definition  of  what  was  meant  by  a  town 
inyejted.  I  told  him,  the  bufinefs  of  Guiney  was  di- 
ftincb  from  any  thing  of  the  marine  treaty,  (though  he 
was  unwilling  to  underftand  it  fo;)  that  I  was&very 
little  inftrufted  in  the  firíf,  becaufe  his  majeíly’s  com- 
mands  in  that  point  were  only  to  procure  the  reference 
of  it  to  commiiiioners  for  the  propofing  rules  by  which 
both  companies  íhould  proceed,  and  thereby  prevent- 
ing  the  faid  companies  a&ing  wholly  by  rules  and  of- 
ficers  of  theirown,  which  had  been  the  firft  occafions 
of  the  unhappy  difputes  between  us,  and  might  poííibly 
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prove  fo  again.  For  the  marine  treaty,  I  told  him  I 
had  yet  no  inílruftions  upon  that  fubject,  but  might 
have  in  a  little  time ;  and  thereupon  took  occafion  of 
dilcourfing  to  him  at  large  the  whole  bufinefs  of  com- 
merce  betvveen  us,  and  the  neceílity  of  giving  us  fome 
realon  and  eaie  in  thofe  matters  •,  upon  which  though 
he  feemed  a  little  ftaunc-h,  as  his  complexión  is,  and 
jealous  of  our  great  growth  in  trade,  by  a  more  par- 
fimonious  and  induftrious  genius  among  us  of  late, 
than  had  formerly  been  ;  yet  I  found,  what  I  faid  had 
imprdhon  on  him  :  for  he  parted  with  great  profeíTions 
of  contributing  all  he  could  towards  the  luccefs  of  all 
negotiations  between  us  •,  and  went  that  night  to  com- 
municate  all  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  as  I  found  by  our 
conference  next  day.  It  began  with  his  having  perufed 
my  papers  about  the  Guiney  company  •,  upon  which  he 
defired  to  know  if  I  had  no  other  information  than 
thole  gave  me :  for  by  thofe,  the  matter  feemed  fa- 
vourable  to  them,  by  the  letters  of  their  direftor  be- 
ing  particular,  and  with  relation  to  time,  and  to  the 
árdeles  of  the  Breda  treaty,  by  which  the  new  fettle- 
ments  there  were  to  be  governed  ;  whereas  what  con¬ 
cerned  our  pretenfions  was  contained  only  in  fome 
loofe  examinations  concerning  poíTeíTion  or  not  poífef- 
lion  formerly  by  one  or  the  other,  without  any  refer- 
ence  to  the  conftitutions  made  by  the  Breda  treaty, 
and  without  mentioning  in  any  direét  terms  what  it  wavs 
we  complained  of,  or  what  v/e  defired. 

The  truth  is,  all  the  papers  concerning  that  matter, 
remitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morris,  were  only  the 
Guiney  company’s  petition,  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Crilp,  captain  Merbrooke,  and  Mr.  Be’ois, 
with  a  letter  and  proteft  of  the  direftor  of  the  Dutch 
Weft-India  company.  I  excufed  my  being  fo  little  in- 
formed,  upon  the  reafons  I  had  alledged  to  monfieur 
Meerman,  and  preíTed  in  the  fame  mannerthe  rcference 
of  it  to  commiflioners.  He  allowed  his  majefty7’s  con- 
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íideration  of  preventing  the  two  companies  proceedifig 
by  rules  or  executions  of  their  own,  to  be  very  prudent 
and  neceífary  •,  and  that  he  knew  the  States  would  fe- 
cond  his  majefty’s  good  intention  in  it :  and  that  whefi 
he  could  find  the  matter  of  fad  and  right  but  alledged 
in  diftind  teftimonies  of  known  perfons,  he  doubted 
not  but  he  íhould  eafily  find  a  compofure  for  all  thefe 
difputes,  and  agree  upon  a  conftant  reglement  here- 
after.  And  to  this  purpofe  he  would  fend  immediately 
to  enquire  among  the  officers  of  their  company  for  any 
papers  that  may  have  been  remitted  to  them  from  our 
officers  to  theirs  in  Guiney ;  for  he  could  not  believe 
but  that  letter  and  proteft  of  their  diredor  had  either 
been  occafioned  by  lome  precedent  letters  or  demands 
from  fome  officers  of  ours,  or  at  leaft  followed  by  fome 
anfwers,  in  which  our  demands  and  risiits  were  aífert- 
ed,  as  thole  of  the  Dutch  were  in  thofe  papers  of  their 
diredor.  I  anfwered  all,  by  infifting  upon  commiffi- 
oners  according  to  my  inítrudion,  and  argued  its  be- 
ing  a  matter  much  more  proper  for  fuch  to  debate  and 
determine,  as  underftood  the  coafts,  fitüations,  manner 
of  trade  in  thofe  parts,  former  poíTeíTions,  and  matters 
of  fad  paft,  than  for  him  and  me,  how  willing  foever 
we  íhould  be  to  inform  ourfelves,  or  to  find  expedients ; 
and  went  fo  far  upon  this  fubjed,  that  he  feemed  in- 
clined  it  Ihould  be  fo  *,  at  leaft  when  the  pretenfions 
were  ftated,  fo  as  it  might  appear  what  was  to  be  re- 
ferred  to  fuch  commiflioners.  But  upon  this  he  fell 
intothe  difcourfe  of  what  monfieur  Meerman  had  told 
him,  or  I  had  formeríy  written  to  him,  concerning  fome 
exceptions  to  the  marine  treaty  ;  and  how  willing  the 
States  would  be  to  alter  the  form  of  pafiports,  when 
they  knew  how  we  defired  it ;  and  if  the  king  wilhed 
any  more  particulardefinition  of  what  fhouid  be  eíleem- 
ed  a  town  hroefted,  lie  did  not  doubt  we  might  agree 
upon  that  too-,  having  found  me  always  to  propofe  only 
-what  I  thought  realbnable,  and  to  agree  to  what. 
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I  found  ib ;  and  he  .was  made  after  the  fame  man- 
ner,  and  fo  I  fhould  always  find  him.  I  eafily  per- 
ceived,  that  the  thing  he  would  be  at,  was,  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  this  Guiney  matter,  to  know  at  once  the  bot- 
tom  of  all  we  pretended,  in  point  of  regulating  com- 
merce  betvveen  us,  having,  I  prefume,  heard  more 
than  was  need  perhaps,  of  all  the  noife  made  by  the 
Eaíl-India  company  upon  the  fubjeít  of  the  marine 
treaty,  or  by  their  patrons,  either  out  of  zeal  to  the 
good  of  our  commerce,  or  out  of  cnvy  at  the  fucccfs 
of  fo  great  a  counfel  and  conduft  of  his  majefty,  in 
which  they  had  no  hand,  and  upon  which  if  we  had 
loft  alittle  in  trade  by  changing  the  form  of  the  árdeles 
at  Breda  into  a  marine  treaty  (wherein  1  do  not  con- 
ceive  how  we  loft  at  all)  yet  1  am  fure  it  was  infinite- 
ly  recompenfed  by  the  necefiity,  the  unexpefted  fuccefs, 
and  the  great  confequences  of  thofe  other  alliances,  to 
which  that  circumftance  of  the  marine  treaty  was  made, 
I  thought,  but  a  lacrifice  of  fmoke.  And  this  I  could 
not  but  fay  for  his  majefty’s  fatisfaftion,  and  your  lord- 
íhip’s  vindication,  with  thofe  other  miniíters  by  whofe 
advice  that  counfel  was  taken  and  purfued,  finding 
every  day  more  how  highly  it  is  applauded  abroad, 
while  it  is  maliced  by  fome,  and  fo  little  eíleemed  by 
others,  at  home  ;  though  his  majefty  has  reaped  already 
from  it  both  the  whole  honour  of  giving  peace  to 
Chriftendom,  and  perhaps  the  only  lafety  of  his  own 
kingdoms,  confidering  the  conjunftures  in  which  that 
counfel  found  us. 

But  to  return  to  my  conference  with  monfieur  de 
Witt:  finding  him  lead  me  fo  induftrioufly  into  a 
field  wherein  I  had  no  intention  to  enter,  I  reíblved 
however  to  take  the  occafion,  and  once  for  all  to  fay 
all  I  had  thought,  or  your  íordfhip  had  infufed  into 
me,  upon*  that  iubjeót.  And  ío  I  told  him  plainly, 
that  I  was  not  yet  inftruóted  in  that  matter  of  our  ex- 
ceptions  to  the  marine  treaty,  but  believed  I  might  be 
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in  a  little  time  •  .that  the  particulars  he  mentioned  were 
complained  of  m  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  other  things 
thought  to  be  admitted,  but  that  I  could  notenter  in- 
to  any  paiticulats  till  I  had  inilrucHons  •,  but  lince  he 
gave  me  the  occafion,  I  would  enter  once  for  all  into 
t  te  geneial.  I  difcourled  over  to  him  the  common 
intei  eft,  and  indeed  neceíTity,  of  preferving  perpetual 
the  prelent  alliances  between  us,  efpecially  on  their  fide, 
witile  the  dangers  were  lo  great  from  the  ambition  and’ 
power,  as  well  as  neighbourhood,  of  France ;  the  great 
overtures  would  now  be  made  us  from  thence  to  the 
piejudice  of  this  alliance,  and  at  all  other  times,  when- 
ever  they  could  hope  we  were  ready  to  receive  them  j 
that  though  I  could  give  him  no  jealouly  of  them  now, 
but  on  the  contrary  alTurehiiai  he  might  be  at  eafe  on 
that  fide,  and  that  the  king  would  only  have  the  ho- 
notit,  by  ít,  of  letting  them  an  example  of  his  fincere- 
nefs  and  conftancy,  which  he  would  expedí  they  íhould 
follow  when  the  game  begun  with  them,  as  ít  would 
after  it  ended  with  him  5  yet  I  would  tell  him,  that 
France  was  at  all  times  capable  of  making  us  íuch  of- 
fers,  and  of  giving  us  our  prelent  account  fo  well, 
though  in  exchange  perhaps  of  danger  to  come  (in 
cafe  of  new  revolutions)  that  whenever  there  fhould 
be  in  England  a  prince  lefs  di  redi,  or  lefs  forefeeino 
than  his  majefty  ;  or  either  a  weak  or  corruptible  mi- 
niftry,  I  could  not  anfwer  what  meafures  we  fhould 
take:  that,  upon  this  ground,  I  thought  they  could  not 
do  wifer  than  to  root  this  alliance  in  the  very  hearts  of 
the  people,  and  current  genius  of  the  nation,  and  not 
rely  wholly  upon  the  prefent  inclinations  or  judgment 
of  his  majefty,  or  the  difpofitions  of  the  minifters  •,  for 
if  there  were  any  thing  that  lay  crofs  to  it  in  the  com¬ 
mon  intereft  or  humourof  the  people,  it  would  be  up- 
pn  all  occafions  breaking  out  to  difturb  it,  and  when¬ 
ever  that  fhould  concur  with  the  difpofitions  of  the 
prince,  they  would  be  able  to  make  a  great  noife  in  the 
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world.  I  told  him,  that  many  perfons  in  England,  ei- 
ther  to  make  way  for  the  French  alliance  by  weakening 
or  breaking  chis,  or  elfe  perhaps  to  difcredit  the  moft 
applauded  couníels  of  the  prefent  miniítry,.  had  made 
a  noife  about  the  marine  treaty  as  if  it  had  been  a  ruin- 
ing  the  nation,  and  from  thence  took  occafion  to  infufe 
into  all  people  as  far  as  they  could,  that  we  fhouid  ne- 
ver  find  any  fairnefs,  or  diredtnefs,  or  equality,  in  all 
we  treatedwith  the  Dutch-,  but  fubtility,  and  hard- 
fhip,  and  injuítice,  and,  when  the  occafion  was,  obfti- 
nacy  and  injury,  in  all  matters  of  commerce  between 
us ;  vvhile  we  gave  them  reafon  to  believe  we  thought 
theirfriendílfipneceífary,  orvery  convenienttous.  That 
I  had,  ever  fince  I  knew  him,  maintained  the  contrary 
to  his  majefty,  aífured  him  of  the  fincerityl  hadfound 
in  their  proceedings,  and  been  always  made  confidently 
believe  by  them,  that  his  majefty  fhouid  find  them  e- 
ver  reafonable  and  eafy  in  what  fhouid  be  offered  in 
reducing  matters  of  commerce  to  an  equality,  and  to 
be  reciprocal  between  us.  That  it  was  a  fmall  matter, 
that  all  my  credit,  and  perhaps  fortune,  lay  at  ftake 
upon  their  making  this  good  :  but  1  was  iure  it  was 
confiderable  that  the  very  lafcty  of  our  alliance  might 
at  one  time  or  other  come  to  lie  at  ftake  upon  it  too. 
And  therefore,  for  my  part,  I  thought  they  could  not 
do  in  the  world  a  wifer  thing,  than  to  give  us  all  rea¬ 
fonable  fatisfablion  in  thefe  points,  by  conienting  to 
any  reglements  of  commerce  which  might  import 
equality,  and  be  reciprocal  between  us.  That  any 
equality  itfelf  would  be  the  fame  advantage  to  them, 
that  a  long  arm  againít  a  íhort  would  be  between  two 
men  with  equal  fwords  *,  for  confidering  their  parfimo- 
ny,  induftry,  necefiity  of  turning  all  their  ftock  to 
trade  for  want  of  land,  and  multitude  of  people-,  and 
on  the  other  fide,  our  native  luxury,  want  of  order  or 
application,  and  our  extent  and  cheapnefs  of  land,  and 
cafe  of  taxes,  which  made  people  chufe  to  turn  their 
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money  that  vvay  •,  they  could  never  fail  of  advantage 
enough  in  any  equahty,  and  upon  it  vvould  find  the 
lureít,  the  moft  commodious  ally,  and  the  beft  able 
to  protedl  them  that  they  could  have  in  the  world,  be- 
ing  without  any  ambition  or  defigns  among  our  neigh- 
bours,  rarther  than  to  keep  the  balance  of  Chriftendom ; 
and  yet,  on  the  other  fide,  the  only  power  that  was 
íeared  by  France,  and  that  were  able,  in  conjunftion  of 
our  ñeets  with  theirs,  to  awe  them,  by  what  they  mio-ht 
iufíer  from  lea,  into  lome  coníideration  of  what  was 
fit  for  them  to  aft  at  land. 

During  this  difcourle,  which  I  enlarged  the  moft  I 
could  to  the  purpofe,  refolving  to  bend  all  my  forcé 
upon  the  effeét  of  it,  I  found  moníieur  de  Witt  very 
attentive,  and  willing  to  let  me  go  on,  with  marks  in 
his  countenance  of  reliíhing,  and,  as  I  thought,  ap- 
proving  what  I  faid  •,  which  made  me  refolve  to  ero  yet 
one  point  farther,  and  to  the  root  of  all  that 'could 
fpring  into  any  jealoufies  between  us.  I  told  him,  it 
was  true,  that  there  wanted  not  fome  among  us  that 
would  be  fo  wife  to  know,  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
us  ever  to  fall  into  any  firm  confidence  with  the  States 
upon  their  prefent  conftitution,  ñor  particularly  with 
him,  upon  the  prince  of  Orange’s  occafion  :  that  for 
my  part,  I  was  not  at  all  of  that  mind  :  that  thouo-h 
the  king  could  not  lofe  the  affeftion  he  had  for  his  ne- 
phew,  yet  he  was  of  opinión  he  could  not  exprefs  it 
better  than  by  infufing  into  him  the  belief,  that  he 
could  make  himfelf  no  way  ib  happy  as  in  the  crood 
will  of  the  States  and  truíhng  wholly  to  them  in  tho 
courfe  of  his  fortunes,  and  not  to  prívate  fabtions,  or 
foreign  intrigues  and  applications.  l'hat  his  majefty 
was  ol  an  opimon  himlelf,  that  princes  wrere  not  apt 
to  do  themfelves  more  hurt,  and  make  themfelves  lefs, 
any  way  than  by  affecting  too  much  power,  or  fuch  as 
was  direólly  contrary  to  the  ftomach  and  genius  of  the 
eountry  which  fell  to  their  litare  :  and  befides  this,  í 
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knew  his  majeíty  was  fo  juft  and  fo  reafonable,  that 
though  he  íhould  take  kindly  of  the  States  any  refpeéts 
they  íhould  íhew  his  nephew,  yet  1  did  not  believe  he 
would  oífer  that  to  any  other  king  or  State,  which  he 
íhould  not  take  well  that  any  other  Ihould  oífer  to  him  *, 
and  I  did  not  believe  he  would  ever  be  put  upon  any 
íuch  defigns  by  his  council,  or  his  people’s  inclinations. 
For  they  vvho  looked  upon  the  prince  in  a  poffibility 
of  one  day  coming  to  be  their  king,  and  that  loved  a 
prince  who  grounded  his  power  in  the  affe&ions  of 
his  people  and  loved  to  rule  by  laws,  had  rather  per- 
haps  fee  the  prince  of  Orange  happy  in  the  good  will 
of  the  States,  and  fuch  modérate  power  as  they  íhould 
think  confiftent  with  their  government,  than  of  a  hu- 
mour  that  aims  at  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  fubvert 
their  civil  conftitutions :  fo  that  I  faw  nothing  of  dan- 
ger  to  them  upon  this  chapter,  eitherfrom  thejudg- 
ment  and  difpofition  of  his  majeíty,  or  the  humour  of 
the  nation  :  but  was  confident,  in  cafe  we  could  agree 
upon  matters  of  commerce,  nothing  could  ever  inter¬ 
vene  to  break  an  alliance  that  was  fo  ufeful  to  our- 
felves,  and  all  Chriítendom  befides.  And  fo  I  left  it 
with  him. 

Upon  this  difcourfe,  monfieur  de  Witt  with  very 
great  figns  of  fatisfafíion  told  me,  that  all  I  faid  was 
reafonable,  that  he  agreed  with  me  perfeétly  in  it :  and 
upon  that,  faid  a  great  deal  of  the  fympathy  he  had 
ever  obferved  between  us,  and  how  eafy  that  would 
ever  make  any  thing  we  ihould  fall  in  treaty  of.  That 
he  knew  from  monfieur  Meerman,  I  had  been  the  oc- 
cafion  of  giving  him  any  credit  in  England  of  an  honeft 
fincere  man,  and  he  would  never  lofe  mine  upon  that 
occafion  by  giving  the  king  caufe  to  believe  other  of 
him.  That  he  confeífed  he  had  often  told  me,  that 
the  States  would  ever  be  contented  with  anequality  with 
us  in  point  of  trade ;  and  that,  provided  they  might 
jknow  what  it  was  we  would  be  at,  and  that  we  propo¬ 
ned 
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fcd  nothing  but  what  was  equal  and  reciprocal  bctween 
us ;  he  would  give  me  his  hand  (as  he  did)  that  he 
would  ule  all  his  endeavours  to  give  us  fatisfadion  in  itj 
'and  he  thought  he  knew  the  minds  o f  the  States  lo  welk 
that  he  durít  almoft  p  rom  ¡fe  it  me  in  their  ñames  by 
advance,  and  without  knowing  what  it  was.  That  for 
any  thing  amifs  in  the  marine  treaty,  he  did  not  fee 
how  any  complainc  could  bemade  of  what  I  had  done 
^  1  but  that  tne  Ambafiadors  at  Breda  ought  to  an- 
Iwer  tor  that,  ií  there  were  any  thing  ill  in  itfoursbe- 
ing  but  word  for  word  the  fame  with  theirs,  and  both 
pai  ríes  conient  being  neceílary  to  alter  what  was  then 
provifional,  as  what  is  now  more  formally  eftabiiíhed. 
1  hat,  iOr  the  for  m  of  the  pafiports,  let  me  but  bring 
one  drawn  up  as  we  delire  it,  and  in  terms  current 
witli  theforms  of  their  State,  and  it  íhall  be  immedi- 
ately  agreed  to.  That,  for  defining  what  towns  fhall 
be  faid  to  be  befieged,  he  is  very  willing  that  fhould  be 
done  too,  lince  it  imports  the  fame  for  one  as  t’o- 
ther  :  and  even  for  any  other  matters  that  were  thouo-ht 
neceiTary  to  be  added  to  the  marine  treaty,  lince  no¬ 
thing  elle  was  defired  to  be  altered,  if  his  majefty 
would  inftrud  me  fully  in  all  points,  and  that  they 
proved,  as  I  ¡a¡d,  equal  and  reciprocal,  he  would  once 
more  undertake  we  fhould  agree  upon  them,  and  de- 
fired  me  toafiure  his  majefty  fo  much  ;  and  he  thought, 
the  fooner  I  was  inftructed  in  it,the  better :  but  defired 
that  no  ufe  might  be  made  of  this,  to  encourage  either 
the  Eaft-India  company,  or  others,  to  make  new  ex- 
ceptions  or  demands,  but  only  I  might  be  inftrtided 
in  thofe  which  had  breen  made  already  :  and  that,  I 
faid,  I  durft  protnife  him,  for  they  had  been  already 
digcfted  before  the  counci).  From  this,  he  fell  to  dil- 
courfe  of  our  alliance,  and  the  confiderations  we  had 
to  ftrengthen  and  continué  it  -,  and  how  much  he  was 
plealed  with  what  I  faid  of  the  king’s  refolution  upon 
tjiat  point,  of  his  fiiewing  them  an  example  of  conftan- 
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cy,  and  that  \  could  never  doubt  their  following  it. 
And  among  other  things  faid,  the  States  liad  fucked 
that  in  like  milk,  which  was  already  pafied  into  the 
very  fieíh  and  fubftanceof  their  body  :  and  we  might 
be  the  more  confident  of  it,  lince  the  minifter  they  em- 
ployed  in  France,  and  through  whofe  hands  all  fuch 
matters  muft  país,  and  be  reprefented  to  the  States  by 
the  lights  he  íliould  give  them,  was  as  fina  and  ear- 
neft  upon  it  as  any  man  could  be  :  that  he  knew France 
would  try  them  as  well  as  us,  and  would  not  fay  but 
they  might  poífibly  gain  fome  one  of  the  littleprovinces; 
but  for  Holland  in  particular,  and  the  provinces  in  ge¬ 
neral,  it  was  not  a  thing  to  be  thought  on.  From  this 
he  fell  to  fpeak  of  the  prince  of  Orange  *,  and  feemed 
very  much  pleafed  with  what  I  had  íaid  on  that  fub- 
jeét,  both  of  the  king’s  difpofitions,  and  the  people’s 
humours  and  thoughts,  eípecially  that  of  the  king,  of 
doing  as  he  would  be  done  by  :  he  faid,  the  States  in- 
tentions  were  to  make  him  captain-general  of  their  for- 
ces  and  admiral  too,  though  it  was  not  mcntioned ; 
and  to  this  purpofe  they  would  already  have  brought 
him  into  the  council  of  ftate  in  order  to  fit  him  for 
thofe  charges,  had  it  not  been  for  fome  of  the  provin¬ 
ces  that  had  hindered  it  uponpretence  of  more  kindnefs 
to  him,  and  defigning  greater  matters  for  him.  That 
it  was  indeed  agreed  thofe  charges  were  inconfiílent 
with  that  of  Stadtholder,  which  gave  as  much  authori- 
ty  in  the  civil,  as  the  others  in  the  military  part  of  the 
government.  That,  confidering  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
líate,  and  greatnefs  of  their  milice,  there  was  an  end 
of  their  republic  when  both  was  in  one  hand.  That 
for  his  part,  if  he  had  bcen  born  under  a  king,  lie 
could  never  have  confented  to  what  his  anceftors  did 
towards  the  king  of  Spain  ;  but  being  born  under  a 
commonwealth,  and  fworn  to  maintain  it,  he  could 
conlent  to  nothing  that  fhould  deílroy  it ;  and  he  won- 
dered  how  \t  had  íubüíled  fo  longinthat  danger ,  which 
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was  to  be  attnbuted  to  their  conftant  wars  abroada  and 
to  the  great  moderation  of  thofe  princes  amono-  whom 
non^  had  thoughts  of  it  but  the  laft  ;  ñor  would  he  e- 
ver  nave  fallen  into  them  without  having  been  putup- 
on  them  by  the  French,  who  had  his  breeding  and  his 
converíation.  That,  if  he  had  lived,  he  would  have 
been  the  ableft  of  all  the  race  ;  and  from  thence  fell  in- 
to  commendations  of  this  young  prince’s  parts  and  dif- 
pofitions ;  and  fo  this  matter  ended. 

Forthe  bufinefs  of  Spain,  he  was  fcandalized,  as 
well  as  your  Lordfhip,  at  the  Queen’s  ílight  anfwer, 
and  pleafea  with  his  Majefty’s  letter  upon  it.  Hefaid, 
the  talk  of  Don  John’s  coming  began  to  renew ;  and 
that  ín  tiie  mean  time  the  marepus  neither  aníwered 
upon  the  Swediíh  fubfidies,  ñor  prefled  them  upon  the 
guaran ty,  becauíe  they  had  refuíed  to  give  it  without 
the  compliance  of  Spain  in  the  other  point.  I  purfued 
that  no  farther,  having  not  yet  heard  from  the  mar- 
quis,  ñor  from  the  Spaniíh  ambaflador  here,  upon  it. 

X  he  treaty  between  the  Emperor  and  Svveoen  ís  not  yet 
ratified,  upon  a  difagreement  in  the  prívate  arríele 
about  money  to  be  furniíhed  them  by  the  Emperor, 
who  ftands  upon  giving  but  one  hundred  and  eleven 
thoufand  dollars  a  year,  upon  fome  calculations  made 
by  fome  certain  quota’s  upon  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
empire  ;  and  the  Swedes  demanding  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand :  which  would  make  one  imagine  the 
Spaniards  had  not  one  of  their  five  íeníes  left,  to  ha- 
zard  or  delay,  for  fuch  a  fum,  a  treaty  wherein  your 
lordíhip  will  obferve  a  particular  claufe,  leaving  room 
for  Spain  to  enter  into  it  as  they  pleafe.  p 

While  I  am  writing,  I  receive  this  inclofed  from 
the  Swediíh  en  voy  here,  by  which  you  will  fee  how  un- 
happily  a  poor  ambaflador  is  embarafs'e  by  the  cere- 
monies  that  hinder  him  from  feeing  thofe  that  have  fo 
much  mind  to  it,  and  with  whom  he  muft  have  fo 
much  to  do.  What  expedients  I  fhall  find  hereafter, 

I  kno\y 
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I  know  not  yet,  but  íhall  let  him  know,  that  beiñg 
incógnito  till  my  entry,  &  )ie  faifant  f as  Pambqffadeur. , 
if  he  pleafes  to  come,  and  be  conten t  that  as  incógnito 
I  neither  receive  ñor  condudt  him  out  of  my  cham- 
ber,  I  íhall  in  it  give  him  all  the  civilities  he  expedís, 
as  I  have  hitherto  done,  upon  the  fame  pretence  of  be- 
ing  yet  incógnito ,  to  all  perfons  of  quality  that  have 
leen  me  here.  Your  Lordfhip  will  tell  me  if  I  do  well 


or  ill ;  and  in  recompence 
I  íhall  not  think  I  do  well 
what  I  am  fo  much,  your, 

the  Count  de  Molina . 

Hague,  Sept.  9, 
MyLord,  N.  S.  1668. 
Fter  a  tirefome  palTage  by 
fea  the  pleafure  of  your 
Excellency’s  letter  was  not  a 
little  neceífarytodivert  and  re¬ 
lieve  me,  renewing  with  the 
Spaniíh  language  at  leaft  the 
memory  of  my  paft  happinefs 
at  BruíTels.  1  read  the  paper 
that  carne  with  it,  and  much 
eftecm  thehonourthe  marquis 
does  me  in  ftill  preferving  me 
in  his  memory  and  favour, 
which  I  íhall  not  fail  myfelf 
of  acknowledging  with  the 
firft  occafion. 

I  am  much  pleafed  with 
what  they  tell  me  here,  of  the 
good  condition  of  the  army  in 
Flanders;  and  that  theybegin, 
with  the  money  they  have  re- 
ceived,  to  recover  new  lire; 
if  they  have  too  much,  I  wiíh 
were  employed  in  Swedcn, 

to 


I  íhall  only  tell  you,  that 
longer  than  you  eíleem  me 
&c. 

Al  Sennor  Molina. 

La  Haye,  Sept.  9, 
Exm°.  Senr.  S.  N.  1668. 
Ennor  mió,  defpues  de  un 
paffaje  de  mar  muy  enfadofo% 
ne  me  era  jnenefier  toja  de  menor 
gujlo  que  la  carta  de  F.  E.  para 
recrearme ,  y  con  la  lengua  E- 
fpagnola  refrefear  al  menos  la 
memoria  de  mis  pajjados  conten¬ 
tamientos  de  Brujf ellas .  He 

leydo  tan  bien  el  papel  adjunte 
con  mucha  ejlima  de  la  honra 
que  me  haze  el  fennor  marques 
de  no  haverme  olvidado  ny  echa¬ 
do  menos  en  fus  buenas  gracias , 
lo  que  le  he  de  agadecer  como  devo 
con  la  primera  occafion. 

Mi  huelgo  mucho  di  entender 
loque  me  dizen  aqui  délas  lindas 
tropas  que  fe  hallan  a  ora  en 
Flandes ,  y  que  comienzan  a  cob¬ 
rar  la  vida  con  el  dinero  lo  que 
ay  de  finado ,  qui fiera  mucho 
que  fueffe  en  Suecia  para  ente¬ 
rar  los  de  ejla  gente  cu  los  Ínter- 
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to  bring  that  nation  into  the  ejes  E/panoles. 
opaniín  intereft. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  your  Guarde  de  Dios  a  F.  E.  los 
.txcellency  many  years,  and  anuos  que  la  dejfeo,  y  me  de  mu- 
give  me  many  occaíions  of  chos  occafmus  di  Jervir  le.  Ex- 
lerving  you.  I  kifs  your  ex-  mo.  Sr.  B.  L .  M.  D.  V.  E.  fu 
ceilency  s  hands,  &c,  mayor  fervidor . 

To  my  lord  keeper . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oftob.  2.  N.  S.  1 668, 

I  Received  the  honour  of  two  from  your  lordlhip 
^  of  the  4th  and  iotli  paft,  together  in  one  packet 
irom  Mr.  Williamfon,  about  the  time  of  my  laít  dif- 
patch  into  England,  which  was  the  reaíon  of  my  noc 
anlwering  them  the  fame  day ;  befides  that  I  had 

wntten  to  your  lordlhip  a  long  one  about  another  füb- 
je¿t  by  that  poft. 

^or  a1ll  Aat  touches  the  marine  treaty,  I  muft  re- 
fer  to  my  lord  Arlington’s  letters  by  this  ordinary. 
As  to  the  point  of  my  treating  envoys,  I  think  it  is 
better  to  Jet  it  reft  as  it  is,  than  for  your  lordlhip  to 
move  any  farther  in  it ;  and  be  content  we  Ihould  fol- 
low,  fince  we  are  not  at  prefent  of  a  humour  to  lead. 

I  believe  I  could  order  it  fo,  as  Spain  and  Sweden,' 
and  this  State,  ihould  alter  the  cuílom  by  confcnt  with 
us  ;  but  that  which  I  wiíhed  was,  that  his  majefty 
might  have  faid  fingly,  he  would  follow  no  other 
prince’s  rules  but  the  oíd  ones  which  he  had  ufed,  and 
feemed  to  approve  by  SirGeorge  Downing’s  demands, 
and  fo  given  me  order  at  my  firft  coming,  to  give  the 
hand  and  door,  as  all  ambaíTadors  did  till  the^French 
caprice  changed  it  about  eight  years  ago  :  and  this  I 
took  to  have  been  of  more  honour  as  well  as  advantao-e 
to  his  majefty ;  but  it  feems  I  did  not  underftandlt 
right ;  it  may  be  others  would  have  underítood  it  fo 
too,  if  they  had  feen  both  Spain,  Sweden,  and  thefc 
States,  and  all  others  exceptFrance,  follow  his  majellv’s 
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example,  which  I  could  have  held  a  fair  wager  of, 
and  is  every  body’s  opinión  here,  as  it  is  many  people’s, 
that  France  itfelf  would  have  fallen  in  too,  upon  the 
advantage  in  commerce  with  other  minifters  which 
would  have  followed  it *,  for  if  1  had  given  it,  not  one 
Refident  would  have  ever  feen  theFrench  ambaíTador 
without  it,  whereas  two  or  three  of  them  now  do  botlx 
him  and  me.  I  am  fure,  if  France  underftand  itright, 
they  will  take  an  occafion  to  change  it  themfelves,  and 
to  reap  the  firft  profit,  and  all  the  honour  as  well  as 
pleafure,  of  feeing  us  all  dance  after  them  both  up  and 
down  as  our  leaders  in  a  country  dance  ;  and  I  am  fure 
I  had  as  lieve  be  lame  as  do  fo  ;  and  cannot  tell  why 
his  majefty  Ihould  not  think  of  being  in  the  head  both 
of  the  affairs  and  forms  of  Chriílendom,  as  well  as 
any  of  his  neighbouring  kings. 

I  acquainted  monfieur  de  Witt  both  with  the  ex- 
aminations,  and  what  your  lordfliip  writ  about  the 
prifoners  from  Surinam  :  he  is  of  opinión,  the  com- 
plaint  lies  ítill  on  their  fide,  as  it  did  at  firft  ;  that 
Captain  Needham’s  perfon,  who  had  firft  left  my  lord 
Willowby  to  come  to  theDutch,  and  after  them  to  my 
lord  Willowby,  made  them  expedí  nothing  friendly 
from  him ;  that  his  commiflion  was  verycxtraordinary, 
and  to  be  executed  upon  Indians  who  were  their  fub- 
jedls ;  that  he  knows  not  what  can  be  done  farther 
than  to  fend  offenders  to  be  both  examined  and  pu- 
niíhed  by  their  own  prince ;  that  if  they  were  ill  ufed 
by  the  way,  the  Dutch  were  very  much  to  blame  in 
that,  and  it  is  a  thing  he  abhors  (but  we  have  yet  only 
their  own  words  for  that)  and  he  will  enquire  as  far  as 
he  can  into  the  whole  matter.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
having  no  inltrudtions  upon  it,  either  to  complain  or 
demand,  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  acquaint 
him  with  it,  till  I  íliould  receive  any  farther  orders. 
I  hear  the  lame  here  which  your  lordíhip  does  diere, 
the  marquis  Caftel-Rodrigo’s  intentions  to  pafs 

through 


i6  Letters  qf  Sir  Wilüatn  'Tethple, 

through  England  into  Spain,  which  I  lhould  be  glacl 
of :  I  believe  with  your  lordfhip,  he  will  have  credit 
in  the  councils  of  Spain  ;  and  lince  you  would  have  me 
think  of  what  I  judge  fit  to  be  propofed  to  him,  I  will 
give  you  my  opinión  co'ncerning  our  affairs  with  Spain, 
though  I  am  likely  enough  to  be  prejudiced  in  it  by 
io  particular  acquaintance  with  the  weaknefs  of  their 
prefent  condud:,  and  divifion  of  their  councils,  as  well 
as  the  conlequences  of  them  :  which  are,  want  of  or- 
der  in  their  government,  their  armies,  their  revenue, 
and  I  doubt,  at  prefent,  even  of  genius  in  their  na- 
tion,  which  ever  rifes  and  falls  according  to  that  of  the 
prince  or  miniftry :  for,  if  men  fee  the  way  to  rife 
is  by  worth  and  virtuous  qualities,  the  genius  of  a 
nation  will  run  that  way,  and  produce  great  fubjeáts. 
]f  they  can  hope  to  do  it  by  vicious  humours,  by 
little  arts,  by  warm  purfuits  every  man  of  his  owri 
interefts  ;  the  whole  fpirit  runs  into  thofe  courfes,  and 
perhaps  the  faíter,  from  the  propenfion  ofournatures 
rather  to  ill  than  to  good. 

After  al  1, 1  am  of  opinión,  that  our  prefent  intereft, 
and  that  ofallChriftendom  befides,in  lome  meafure,is 
the  defence  of  Spain,  and  not  only  in  Flanders,  but  in 
all  other  parts  where  it  íliall  not  be  able  to  defend  itfelf 
againfi:  the  power  and  ambition  of  France ;  from 
whence  alone  we  have  all  our  prefent  fears,  and  íhall 
find  our  dangers  upon  any  farther  growth  •,  for  if  ^ 
great  acceífion  lhould  come  to  them  in  Navarre,  Ca¬ 
tatonía,  Italy,  during  the  Spaniíli  king’s  life,  or  upon 
his  deafh,  as  there  will  do  in  Lorrain  after  this  oíd 
duke’s  life ;  we  lhould  find  them  more  formidable  and 
troublefome  even  in  our  neighbourhood  ;  as  nourilli- 
ment  taken  in  by  one  part  increafes  ftrength  in  all,  if 
it  be  once  digefted.  ’Tis  true,  for  want  of  heat  or 
-  ftrength  of  nature,  if  it  be  not  digefted  into  the  ver  y 
fubftance  of  the  body,  it  will  grow  weaker  rather  than 
ftronger  by  it :  as  we  fee  in  Spain,  the  lpirit  began  to 
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fail  by  the  weaknefs  or  their  kings  and  minifters.  For 
this  reafon,  and  all  thofe  which  formerly  engaged  us  fo 
firmly  to  bear  upFrance  and Holland  againft  tlie  houfe 
of  Auftria,  I  think  it  is  our  common  intereít  to  bear  up 
Spain  now  againft  France  •,  and  the  more,  in  refpeít  of 
their  being  now  lower  than  ever  the  others  were,  bv 
reafon  of  the  king’s  tender  life,  and  the  diftra&ion  likc 
to  enfue  his  death,  if  their  affairs  find  no  fteady  fup- 
port  from  their  neighbours. 

If  we  were  what  we  have  been,  what  we  might  be, 
and  God  knows  why  we  are  not,  at  honre  ;  I  think  our 
intereít  were  to  enter  fingly  into  a  defenfive  league  with 
Spain,  and  might  either  preferve  their  peace,  or  elfe 
hope to  make  a  fliort  war,  and  with  fuch  advantao-es 
as  might  countervail  what  our  trade  wili  íuffer,  and 
the  Dutch  grow,  during  the  time  of  our  being  in  war 
and  t’ney  in  peace.  My  reafon  for  making  in  that 
cafe  the  league  fingle,  is  becaufe  we  might  thereby 
reap  alone  all  the  advantages  which  Spain  would  be  able 
to  give  for  their  defence,  which  would  be  grear, 
as  low  as  they  are,  not  only  in  point  of  trade  by" their 
wools  and  logwood,  but  by  great  penfions  in  yearly 
quantities  of  falt  from  Sardinia  and  other  parts,  which 
is  much  beyond  any  French  falts,  and  would  be  the 
fame  as  money  to  his  Majefty,  confidering  what  quan- 
ties  his  kingdoms  fpend  :  and,  befides,  I  doubt  not 
they  would  offer  us  conftant  payments  ofready  money ; 
and  if  we  could  make  war  abroad  at  their  charge,  and 
without  preffing  too  much  the  fubjeiít  at  home,  or  need- 
ing  them  at  every  turn,  I  know  nothing  were  more 
glorious,  ñor  perhaps  more  fa fe  and  advantageous,  for 
us,  than  to  be  in  aftion  abroad,  eípecially  if  it  were  in 
conjunftion  of  three  againft  one,  and  not  as  we  were 
lately,  one  againft  three. 

This  we  may  be  fure  of,  that  the  Spaniards  will  mvc 
moiC  roí  our  defeníive  league  than  for  all  others  ; 
will  not  much  care  xor  any  others,  ío  they  may  have 
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ours,  and,  in  fhort,  will  give  for  it  whatever  they  are 
able  ;  but  the  queítion  is,  whether  we  are  able  to  take 
fo  vigorous  a  counfel,  and  I  doubt,  not :  therefore, 
the  next  would  be  to  know,  whether  we  are  fo ,  to  en- 
ter  into  their  defence  jointly  with  Sweden,  which  would 
either  awe  the  French  into  a  continuance  of  the  peace, 
or  elfe  without  doubt  make  the  party  ftrong  enough  for 
the  war :  and  in  this  cafe  we  muíl  be  contení  to  íhare 
with  Sweden  whatever  Spain  can  any  way  give  for  the 
purchafe  of  their  defence;  andwhere  our  gains  are  lefs, 
the  confideration  will  be  more  of  what  we  may  lofe, 
or  the  Dutch  gain  in  trade,  if  a  war  íhould  break  out 
and  laft :  for  there  would  be  no  other  refleótions,  fince 
the  Swedes,!  believe,  would  enter  into  the  league  upon 
fuch  terms  as  Spain  could  make  them:  and  the  Dutch 
would  aík  nothing  better,  than  to  fee  us  all  in  war, 
and  themfelves  in  peace,  without  danger  of  the  war 
ending  in  the  growth  of  the  French  power. 

The  third  way  is  entering  into  a  defenfive  league 
with  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Holland ;  for  in  all  cafes  I 
fuppofe,  we  might  reckon  upon  the  Emperor,  as  far 
as  that  would  fignify.  This  I  thinkwere  certainly  ta 
be  defired  in  what  cafe  foever  we  may  be,  either  to  ac- 
cept  or  decline  the  other  two.  But  the  ills  in  this  are  ; 
firft,  the  unlikelihood  of  Holland’s  engaging  in  it;  for 
I  could  never,fince  my  firft  acquaintancehere,  find  any 
difpofition  towards  it;  andthenthe  incapacity  of  Spain 
to  fatisfy  the  pretenfions  of  benefit  from  them,  which 
we  might  all  three  pretend  ;  for  Holland  would  refolve 
to  have  a  fnare,  if  we  had  any  ;  fo  that  the  particular 
advantage  would  grow  only  to  Sweden,  by  certain  fub- 
fidies  or  benefits  in  trade  from  Spain :  and  we  and  Hol¬ 
land  fhould  content  ourfelves  with  the  certainty  of 
preventing  a  war  by  fo  powerful  a  league. 

This  is  all  which  occurs  to  me  upon  this  ftibjeót,  and 
which  becomes  me  beft,  that  is,  toreprefent,andnotto 
advife.  For  matter  of  propofing  to  the  marquis,  I  fup- 
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pofe  he  will  know  as  well  as  we,  that  the  propofals 
ought  to  come  from  hitn,  at  leaft  tiíl  he  defires  to  know 
of  us,  what  we  demand  lipón  a  défeníive  Icague,  v/hich 
is  certainly  the  deíire  of  Spain,  either  with  us  fingly, 
or  in  conjunción  with  the  reft ;  and  were  the  more  to 
be  wifhed,  for  the  preventing  the  Spaniards  from  fldling 
into  a  defperate  counfel,  of  agreeing  with  France,  and 
quitting  Flanders  to  them  for  advantage  on  the  oíher 
fide,  and  a  good  deal  for  revenge  of  their  ncighbours 
prefíing  fo  hard  upon  them,  byadifadvantageous  peace, 
and  afterwards  irrefolution  of  maintaining  that  ítíeií , 
by  a  defenfive  league. 

If  the  king  fhould  think  fit  to  endeavour  the  difpo- 
íing  of  the  Dutch  to  enter  into  it(which  for  mypart  I 
think  they  are  engaged  in  by  the  íirít,  as  I  remember, 
or  the  fecond  article  of  the  peace  at  Aix,  though  they 
do  not  conceive  fo)  I  íhould  rnake  fome  triáis,  and 
give  account  cf  what  I  find  ;  for  I  fear  we  are  not 
growing  faft  enough  into  a  poílure  of  making  thefe 
paces  alone,  at  leaít  by  what  I  could  obferve  or  hear 
cluring  my  íhort  ílay  in  England,  which  was  but  too 
much  entertained  with  ill-bodings  and  complaints  : 
but,  quid  trifies  querimoniae  fi  non  fupplido  culpa  recidi- 
tur  ?  quid  leges  fine  moribus  vanae  proficiunt  ?  '  without 
great  virtue  and  fteadinefs  in  the  government,  and  re- 
folution  of  going  through  with  whatfoever  is  thouoht 
fit  and  juft,  v^hereby  men  mav  fee  that  the  only  way 
to  rife  is  to  deferve  it ;  all  tempering  of  faótions,  táking 
offperfons,  and  foothing  parties,  is  but  patching  up  an 
ill  houfe :  I  mean  notvirtue,  in  a  peaking,  formal,  prei- 
byterian  fenfe,  but  that,  which  the  greateftnationsof  oíd 
fo  politicly  favoured  and  renowned,  which  confifted  in 
thofequalities  that  made  men  fit  for  the  fervice  of  their 
prmces  and  countries,  by  ftrong  and  healthful  difpofi- 
tions  both  of  bodies  and  minds.  Your  lordfhip’s  par- 
don  for  this  once,  and  you  (hall  have  no  more  luch 
troubles  as  thefe  from  your  lordíliip’s, 
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To  my  lord  Arlington . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oót.  2,  N.  S.  1668. 

SInce  my  laft  I  have  received  your  lordfhip’s  of  the 
i4th,  and  m  one  letter  from  Mr.  Williamfon  an 
account  of  what  was  refolved  at  thc  foreign  commit- 
tee,  to  whom  your  lordfhip’s  only  referred  the  deter- 
mination  of  what  manner  the  amendments  of  the  ma¬ 
rine  trcaty  íhould  be  purfued  in  ;  and  accordingly  I 
have  fince  fallen  into  the  debate  of  that  affair  in  all 
its  particulars,  with  moníieur  de  Witt ;  and  the  dif- 
ferences  between  us  are  not  great,  and  fome  of  his  ex- 
ceptions  feem  fo  reafonable,  that  I  muft  be  furnilhed 
with  argurnents  to  maintain  the  points  againíl  him,  if 
they  muft  be  infiíted  on  \  for  I  confels  1  can  find  none 
of  my  own. 

IJpon  the  firft  he  confents  to  the  change  of  the  form 
of  certifi  cates,  and  will  accept  of  fuch  as  we  íhall  draw 
up,  fo  they  run  equal  on  both  fides,  mutatis  mutandis : 
but  to  that  which  the  Eaft-Indiacompany  fay,  of  their 
defire  that  trade  may  rather  be  carried  on  without  any 
certifícate  at  all  ^  he  fays,  he  dees  not  fee  hpw  that  can 
be,  or  to  what  purpofe  all  the  árdeles  are  againíl  coun- 
íerband  gopds,  lince  it  is  by  the  certifícate  whereby 
it  is  known  what  the  íhip  is,  and  what  the  goods 
are  íhe  carries,  and  thereby  all  farther  trouble  of 
fearch  is  avoided.  He  fays,  he  fhoqld  be  content, 
and  the  advantage  would  be  theirs,  to  have  all  trade 
free,  and  none  to  afk  at  fea  what  another  íhip  was, 
whither  it  went,  or  what  it  carried ;  but,  fmee  that 
cannot  be,  there  is  no  wayof  avoiding  difputes,  bebdes 
that  of  certiñcates  :  and  inejeed  I  doubt,  the  merchants 
in  that  confídered  not  the  main  end  of  the  whole  re^Ur 
lation,  which  was  to  avoid  quarrels  between  the  na- 
tions ;  but  pnly  their  own  private  interefts,  in  faving 
íhe  trouble  and  charge  of  certiñcates,  which  madé 
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them  likcwife  deíire  it  might  be  from  the  magiftrates 
of  the  pcrts  from  whence  the  fhips  partee!,  and  not 
from  the  admiralty. 

Upon  the  fecond,  he  corifents  to  the  propofal  in  the 
margin,  with  only  the  leaving  out  thofe  two  words  [of 
India ]  ib  as  the  rule  may  be  generaíly  to  all  places, 
and  not  confined  to  the  Indies ;  which  I  had  nothing 
to  fay  againít,  believing  thofe  words  fell  in,  only  by  the 
matter  coming  from  the  Eaíí-India  company,  without 
notice  of  any  other  traders. 

Upon  thefe  two  points  I  had  given  your  lordfhip  the 
account  formerly  of  my  having  at  feveral  difeourfes 
gained  his  confent :  and  I  do  not  fínd  that  any  thing 
he  excepts  at  in  them,  is  different  from  what  we  mean 
ourfelves. 

For  the  other  points,  which  are  wholly  new,  and 
additions  to  the  treaty,  they  coít  us  a  great  deal  more 
debate,  which  I  fhall  not  trouble  your  lordfhip  with, 
but  only  the  refult  at  leaft,  of  the  opinión  he  gave  me 
leave  to  write  to  your  lordfhip  as  his,  upon  them  : 
though  the  firft,  fecond,  and  fourth  were  all  of  more 
difficult  digeftion,  and  fuch  as  I  cloubt  would  have 
given  fome  work  to  commiíTioners  in  purfuance  of  the 
Breda  treaty  fo  much  as  to  have  touched :  for  the 
rtuthis,  our  trade  in  the  Indies  being  fo  little,  and 
theirs  fo  much,  all  equalities  of  this  kind  are  gains  to 
us,  and  lofs  to  them. 

For  the  firft  of  the  four  particulars  not  provided  for 
in  the  marine  treaty,  he  confents  to  the  one  half  of  the 
period  ending  with  the  word  government :  but  for  the 
other,  allowing  liberty  to  país  any  river  or  país  lead- 
ing  to  any  place  of  trade,  although  the  other  company 
have  a  fort  or  caftle  upon  the  íaid  river  or  país  ;  he 
fays  it  cannot  poflibly  be,  ñor  would  it  ever  be  executedy 
though  the  States  íhould  confent  to  it ;  for  in  thofe 
paífes  the  very  end  of  either  company’s  building  a 
fort  or  caftle  was,  to  fecure  the  trade  of  fuch  a  country 
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to  themielves  •,  fo  as  they  would  by  this  articie  loíe 
aH  the  benefit  of  the  cxfience  they  had  been  at :  that, 
if  te  fuch  nations  there  were  any  othervvay  found,  not' 
under  the  reach  of  their  cannon,  that  paíTage  fhould 
be  free  :  but  under  a  fort  buiit  to  the  aforefaid  ends, 
he  did  not  believe  any  orders  would  compe]  t’nofe  in  it^ 
either  of  our  nation  or  theirs,  to  fee  the  trade  they  had 

fecured  to  themfelves,  drawn  away  to  the  other  nation 

by  a  free  paíTage.  • 

The  fecond  particular  I  got  wholly  agreed  to,  though 
¿t  ch  c.ifx .vUity,  as  importing,  I  fuppofe,  more  ad- 
vantage  to  us  than  any  of  the  reft,  coníidering  how 
many  more  nations  the  Dutch  trade  with  than  we,  by 
virtue  of  fuch  agreements. 

The  third  was  without  difficulty,  importing,  as  we 
Loth  conceived,  no  more,  than  was  before  provided  by 
tire  marine  treaty,  and  more  particularly. 

For  the  fourth,  he  could  not  confent  it  fhould  ex¬ 
tern!  farther  than  to  fhips  belonging  to  either  com- 
pany,  or  to  any  nations  or  people  lubjeft  to  either 
company,  and  confequendy  under  protedion  of  the 
íiud  company  •,  for  the  making  it  run,  in  the  words  of 
our  articie,  To  any  nations  with  whom  either  company 
[hall  trade ,  and  not  in  enmity  with  the  other  company y 
would  occafon  oniy  either  company’s  feliing  their  paíT- 
ports  to  all  the  nations  that  would  buy  them,  Icaving  it 
afterward  to  difpute,  upon  any  accident  íhould  arrive, 
whether  fuch  nation  were  in  enmity  with  the  other 
company  or  no  ;  the  natives  rnaintaining  the  negative, 
and  perhaps  the  company  the  affirmative,  and  it  may 
be  upon  pretence  of  Tome  new  injury,  vvhich  had  lately 
given  the  occafion  cf  the  enmity  :  and  where  fuch  dis¬ 
putes  Ihoúld  be  determinéd,  was  difficult  to  fmd.  Be- 
lides,  he  argued  from  the  common  ufe  of  nations,  that 
pafiports  operated  only  towards  thoíe  wlio  were  fub- 
ject  to  fuch  who  granted  the  paíTports,  or  elfe,  by  al- 
F.mcc  and  accovd  between  nations,  to  fuch  as  were  one 

another’s 
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another’s  fubje&s  and  under  thcir  prote&ion  :  but  how 
it  íhould  extend  to  other  nations  becaufe  they  were  not 
in  enmity  with  our  ally  he  could  not  fee  any  reafon, 
ñor  had  heard  any  example.  But,  on  the  other  íidc,  it 
was  ever  to  be  fuppoled,  that  there  would  be  no  need  at 
all  of  paflports  from  the  one,  to  fuch  as  were  not  in 
enmity  with  the  other ;  nations  being  to  be  eíteemed 
as  juft  in  their  adtions,  and  not  likely  to  difturb  or 
feize  another  without  at  leaft  pretence  of  enmity, 
which  would  be  a  fort  of  piracy  at  fea,  or  robbery  at 
land  ;  but  in  cale  fuch  a  thing  Ihould  happen,  no 
other  nation  concerned  themfelves  in  it,  unleís  it  were 
offered  to  their  fubjeéts,  and  confequently  to  perfons 
under  their  proteftion. 

I  thought  his  reafoning  feemed  good,  and  befide's  I 
imagined  the  thing  was  not  of  weight  ;  for,  where  one 
company  found  a  nation  not  in  aftual  enmity  with  the 
other,  and  had  a  mind  to  protedl  their  navigation,  they 
rriight  do  it  by  receiving  that  nation  into  their  protec¬ 
ción,  and  then  giving  them  pafiports  as  fubjeóts  to 
them.  Where  nations  will  not  fubmit  to  fuch  a  fubjec- 
tion,  they  muílproteft  themfelves.  And  thiswas  the 
refult  of  our  conference,  which  carne  to  no  fort  of  agree- 
ment  on  either  fide,  fince  I  neither  had  power  to  do  it 
from  his  majeíiy,  ñor  he  from  the  States  :  fo  that  we 
can  only  reprefent  on  each  fide  what  paífed,  and  attend 
our  orders  upon  them  ;  and  he  in  the  mean  time  dif- 
pofe  the  States  to  his  opinión,  when  we  meet  and  con- 
clude  formally  upon  them. 

When  I  receive  inftruótions,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be 
neceífary  to  know  the  manner  as  well  as  the  matter  we 
are  to  agree  in-,  that  is,  whether  a  new  marine  treaty 
is  to  be  made,  with  thefe  particulars  to  be  digefted  into 
the  bcdy  of  it;  or  elfe  thofe  to  be  perfeéted  in  an  in- 
ftrument  by  themfelves,  as  additions  to  the  marine 
treaty.  For  the  doing  it  with  or  without  commif- 
íioners  I  can  fay  nothing,  fince  fo  great  aurhors  are  on 

C  4  both 
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h,m  if,both  íeem  neceíkiry,  one  totheiub- 
r,Ce’  and  che  otner  to  che  form;  I  was  thinkino  whe- 
thcr  tw°  or  more  might  not  bejoined  in  commiffion 
r  i  t0  treat  and  conclude  it  with  commiflloners 
,  t"eirs’  anci  thofe  to  be  acquainted  before-hand  with 
vdiat  was  to  be  expefted  upon  this  matte-r.  But  I 
Juiow  not  how  our  expeftation  of  havino  the  com- 
miíiioncrs  meet  at  London  would  be  fatisfied  by  their 
meeting  at  the  Hague ;  ñor  how  forrns  go  in  ióinino 
commiflloners  to  an  ambaflador,  for  a  particular  bu- 
iincís  ;  and  10  I  Icave  it.  I  am5  &c. 

To  the  duke  of  Buckingham . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  0¿t.  12,  N.  S.  1668. 

|  iiough  I  could  not  think  it  became  me  to  in¬ 
di  Leriupt  your  grace’s  buíinels  or  entertainment 
by  empty  letters;  and  I  know  you  have  what  fhare 
you  pícale  of  the  conftant  troubles  my  lord  Arlin<non 
receives  upon  the  account  cf  my  negotiations  h?re  j 
yet,  having  this  inclofed  fent  me  to  convey  to  your 
Grace,  I  was  in  hopes  a  good  letter  may  keep  an  ill 
one  a  little  in  countenance,  and  bear  me  out  in  taking 
tms  occafion  of  preferving  mylelf  in  your  grace’s  fa- 
votir  and  memory,  which  I  eíleem  amono-  my  beít 
poííeffions,  and  Ihould  be  glad  to  find  ways  of  conti- 

ratbcr  by  ferving  than  by  troubling  you. 
sh  hiiít  I  can  do  nothing  towards  the  firft,  I  will  do 
the  lefs  towards  the  other,  and  content  mylelf  to  a  (Ture 
your  grace,  in  the  language  of  a  plain  man,  that  none 
can  wilh  you  happier  than  I  do  in  the  courfe  of  your 
i ortiuv  s  and  nonours,  ñor  rejoice  more  in  the  preía°e5 
1  make  of  both,  from  thofe  wife  and  generous  difpofi- 
tions  I  left  you  m,  of  employing  thofe  many  great  ta- 
lents  and  advantages  given  you  towards  his  maiefty’s 
and  the  kingdom’s  true  lervice  and  happinels.  ’  I  am 
íül]  of  thw  nnnd,  noching  i.s  mote  neceílary  to  both, 

than 
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tJian  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  that  harmony 
which  we  ufed  with  fo  much  reafon  to  wiíli  fo  well  to, 
and  which  I  think  has  at  this  time  more  operation, 
than  that  of  the  fpheres  was  thought  to  have  upon  the 
good  temper  and  order  of  the  world.  Fon,  I  believe, 
the  fpring  of  ail  the  motions  or  quiet  we  are  like  to  fee 
round  about  us  lies  in  that  point  and  thofe  counfels 
which  proceed  from  it. 

I  beg  your  grace’s  pardon  for  this  trouble,  which 
I  fhould  not  have  begun,  but  to  end  with  my  being, 
my  lord,  your  grace’s  moft  obedient  and  moít  humble 
fervant. 


i To  the  Confiable  of  Cafiile . 

Hague,  Och  19, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1668. 
AvingpaíTed  fo  much  time, 
and  with  fo  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  myfelf,  in  his  maje- 
íly’s  fervice  at  BruíTels  ;  it  is 
ímpoíTible  for  me  to  lofe  the 
concern  I  have  ever  had  for 
the  intereíl  of  thatccuntry,  or 
to  avoid  rejoicing  with  your 
excellency  upon  your  fucceed- 
ing  in  the  government,  wiíh- 
ingyou  all  honourand  fatisfac- 
tion,as  forefeeing  many  advan- 
tages  to  his  catholic  majefty 
in  fo  prudent  a  choice.  But, 
with  the  plainnefs  that  has 
been  always  natural  to  me, 
I  muft  confefs  that  it  has  not 
been  at  this  time  vvithout  fome 
regret  that  I  have  loft  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  a  governor  of 
Fianders,  with  whom  I  had 
contradled  fo  great  a  friend- 
fhíp,  and  had  fo  intire  a  con- 

fidence \ 


Al  Condeftable  dtCafiilla . 

De  la  Haye ,  0¿ ?.  1 9, 
Exmo.  Senr.  S.  N.  1668. 
QEnnor  mió.  Haviendo  fiado 
^  tanto  tiejnpo  y  con  tanto gufio 
a  Brufiellas ,  de  ¡a  parte  del  rey 
mi  fennor ,  no  me  es  pojfille  per¬ 
der  el  encar ecimento  que  he  jiem - 
pre  tenido  por  las  cojas  y  Ínter ef- 
fes  defie  pays ,  ni  dexar  de  dar  a 
Z7.  E.  el  parabién  de  fu  llegada  a 
efie  govierno  dejjeandole  en  ello 
mucha  fati  facción  y  honra ,  como 
augurando  a  fu  mageftad  ca¬ 
tólica  mucho  provecho  de  tan  fa- 
bia  elección .  Pero  con  la  llaneza 
que  me  ha  fido  fiempre  natural 
es  menefier  confeffar ,  que  me  pefa 
mucho  en  efie  punto  de  haver 
perdido  la  corre fpondencia  de  un 
gcvernador  de  Flandes ,  con  quien 
he  tenido  tan  efirecha  amifiady 
y  entera  confianza ;  hallándome 
acra  en  una  conyunfiuray  y 
aviendo  difpuefio  los  efiados  de 
aqui  de  tal  juanera  que  me  pa¬ 
rece 


' 
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íidtnce;  íioaing  myfelf  in  fuch 
a  conjundure  (after  having 
fo  difpofed  the  States  of  Hol- 
land)  as  to  be  confident  of  ha- 
ving  it  in  my  power  to  do 
íomething,  if  not  fomething 
very  confiderable,  for  the 
common  good  and  repofe  of 
Chriftendom,  as  well  as  for  the 
intereíf  and  fafety  of  the  Spa- 
niíh  monarchy  ;  ifthere  were 
at  prefenta  governor  of  Flan- 
ders  that  had  full  powersjoin- 
ed  with  his  own  defires,  and 
confidence  between  us  to  a- 
gree  together  in  the  concert  of 
fuch  a  negotiation.  I  doubt 
it  vvilJ  not  Jook  prudent  to  en- 
ter  farther  into  fuch  reafoning 
with  your  excelIency3to  whom 
í  am  fo  wholly  unknown  ; 
though  perhaps  you  may  have 
heard  at  BruíTels  that  I  am  not 
a  man  ufed  to  build  caftles  in 
the  air,no  more  than  to  engage 
myfelf  unfeafonably  in  afFairs 
of  s  kind:  but  your  excel- 
lency  may  believe  me,  that  at 
this  time  nothing  is  more  ab- 
folutely  neceíTary,  ñor  that 
more  concerns  the  intereft  of 
Bpain,  than  that  abfolutepow- 
ers  íhould  be  fent  either  to 
your  excellency,  or  fome  o- 
ther  minifter,  to  treatandcon- 
clude  with  the  three  allies, 
and  which  is  likewife  as  necef- 
fary  for  the  pretended  fatisfac- 
tion  ofthe  Swedes,  as  for  the 
advantage  (in  fo  much  greater 
proportion)  that  it  may  be  to 
Spain  and  the  common  inte¬ 
re  fl 


rece  poder  obrar  algo,  fino  mucho 
por  el  bien  commun ,  y  por  el  re - 
pojo  de  la  Chrifiianidad ,  como 
por  la fialud y  Ínter ejfies  de  la  ma¬ 
nar  chía  de  Efpanna,  fi  efiuviera 
aova  governador  o  minijlro  en 
Flandes  que  tuviera  poderes  ha - 
filantes  y  tan  bien  la  voluntad  y 
confien %a para  concurrir  commigo 
en  el  concierto  de  tal  negocio . 
No  pareciera  de  hombre  difcreto 
de  entrar  mas  adelante  en  ejlas 
razones  con  P.  E ,  a  quien  filoy 
tan  def conocido ;  aunque  bien  pu¬ 
diera  aver  entendido  a  Brujfiel- 
las  que  no  fioy  hombre  para  dezir 
di fip arates,  ni  para  ponerme  fiu  - 
era  de  tiempo  y  occafion  en  cofas 
agenas •  Pero  crea  me  V.  E . 
que  no  fiey  que  no  puede  aver  otra 
en  efile  tiempo  que  toca  mas  a 
Efpanna ,  ny  que  la  fea  tan  ne- 
cefifaria,  que  de  cmbiar  fin  per¬ 
der  punto  o  a  V.E.  o  a  otro  mi - 
mfiro  poderes  abfolutos  para 
tratar  y  concluyr  con  los  tres  al¬ 
ba  de  s ,  loque  fuera  menefiler,  tan 
bien  por  la  fatisf acción  preten¬ 
dida  de  los  Sue defes,  que  per  la 
utilitad  que  con  ella  fie  puede  al¬ 
canzar  mas  que  proporcionado  a 
la  Efpanna ,  y  al  bien  commun 
de  la  Chrifiianidad .  Lo  mifmo 
que  digo  de  una  parte  a  V.  E . 
vengo  de  defir  dé  otra  al  mini- 
firo  -  de  Suecia,  a  qui  refidente 
porque  bien  hecho  de  ver ,  que  con 
las  ydas  y  bueltas  en  Efpanna  y 
en  Suecia  fiobre  ejlas  materias , 
no  fe  bar  a  jamas  fino  perder  el 
tiempo  y  las  occafiones,  aunque  el 
primero  nunca  fe  le  velve  a  los 

hombres , 
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reftofChriflendom.  Thefame 
that  I  fay  on  one  ílde  to  your 
excellency,  I  come  from  fay- 
ing  on  the  other  to  the  Swe- 
diíh  minifter  refident  here  :  for 
it  is  too  plain  to  be  feen,  that 
with  the  length  of  the  jour- 
neys,  and  returns  from  Spain 
and  Svveden,  nothing  can  be 
hoped  for  but  the  lofs  ot 
time  and  occaíions  ;  the  firíl 
of  which  never  returns  to 
mortal  man,  and  very  rarely 
the  other:  at  leaft,  it  is  cer- 
tain  that,  if  vve  do  not  this  win- 
ter  make  our  advantage  of  the 

O 

prefent  pofture  of  affairs  for  the 
common  good,  we  are  never 
again  to  hope  for  the  fame 
occafion. 

I  beg  of  your  excellency, 
that  this  advice  may  be  only 
to  yourfelf,  or  thofe  in  Spain 
who  are  moft  concerned  in  it. 
Whatis  moft  neceflary,  I  have 
told  your  excellency,  is  to 
haften  the  powers,  and  that 
needs  no  confultation,  thereft 
time  will  íhew ;  and  ’tis  not 
neceflary  the  Spaniíh  minif- 
ters  here  íhould  concern  them- 
felves  in  it  till  the  powers 
come.  I  engage  myfelf  to  dif- 
pofe  things  fo  here,  that, 
whenever  they  arrive,  your 
excellency  {hall  be  able  to 
make  the  advantage  of  them, 
for  your  mafter  and  the  coun- 
tries  you  govern.  Your  ex¬ 
cellency  will  not  look  upon 
this  letter  as  Corning  from  an 
ambafíador,  but  from  a  man 

extremely 


27 

hombres ,  y  muy  raramente  las 
pojl reras .  A  lo  menos  ?nuy  cla¬ 
ro  ejla ,  que  fi  ejle  hivierno  no 
nos  approvechamos  de  las  prejen - 
tes  por  ti  bien  commun ,  nunca 
hemos  de  ejperar  las  mifmas  por 
el  venidero . 


Supplico  a  V.  E.  que  ejle  a~ 
vifo  la  firve  a  folas ,  fi  no  a  los 
tan  bien  en  Ejpanna  qui  fon  los 
?nas  Ínter cjfados  en  ellos .  Por¬ 
que  lo  que  es  el  necejfario  lo  vengo 
de  defir  en  lo  de  hazer  venir  los 
poderes ,  en  ejlo  no  fe  ha  de  con - 
faltar  \  por  demas  los  tiempos  lo 
dirán ,  y  no  fe  avra  di  entreme¬ 
ter  fe  a  qui ,  en  el  entretanto  mi  - 
nijlro  Efpannol  antes  que  vengan 
los  poderes ,  que  yo  me  encargo 
de  difponer  las  cojas  a  qui  di  ma¬ 
nera  que  llegendo  los  V.  E.  avra 
de  approvecharfe  d ’  ellos  por  el 
bien  de  Ju  rey ,  y  de  los  payfes 
que  govierna .  V .  E .  no  ha  de 
interpretar  efo  como  viniendo  di 
tnano  de  avibaxador ,  pero  de  un 
hombre  muy  aficionado  al  bien 
commun ,  y  un  poco  efclarecido  en 
las  cofas  corr  ientes ,  commo  a- 

viends 
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extremely  defiring  the  public 
good,  and  that  has  been  a  lit- 
tle  inlightened  by  having  fo 
rnuch  part  in  what  has  been 
deíigned  towards  it :  and  I 
hope  will  pardon  my  having 
entertained  you  fo  long  in  a 
Ianguage  that  I  begin  now  to 
forget,  and  had  never  learned 
well  :  but  I  had  no  mind 
what  I  have  here  faid  to  your 
excellency  íhould  pafs  thro’ 
another  hand. 

Pray  God  preferve  your  ex¬ 
cellency,  and  give  me  the  oc- 
caíions  of  ferving  you. 


viendo  tenido  tanta  parte  en  eU 
las  ;  y  me  par  done  averia  en 
tretenido  en  una  lengua  que  y  a 
commien^a  a  olvida ,  aviendo  le 
nunca  bien  apprendido  $  pero  no 
he  querido  que  V .  E.  en  lo  que 
la  digo ,  avria  de  tercero. 


Guarde  Dios  a  V.  E.  muchos 
anuos ,  y  me  de  las  occafiones  de 
fervir  la. 


I  kifs1  your  excellency ’s 
Iiand, 


B.  L.  M.  D.  V.  E. 
Su  mayor  fervidor. 


5T o  my  Lord  keeper . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Nov.  2,  N.  S.  1668. 

IHave  had  the  honour  of  your  lordíhip’s  of  the 
i^th  paíl  fome  days  by  me,  and  deferred  the  ac- 
knowledgment  of  it  till  this  poli,  that  I  might  make  it 
at  a  little  more  leifure.  I  muíl  firft  beg  fo  rnuch  fa- 
vour  from  your  lordíhip  (for  I  fhall  efteem  it  a  kind- 
nefs  to  me)  that  you  will  never  conftrain  yourfelf  to 
write  to  me  in  pain  or  trouble  ;  but  upon  all  luch  oc- 
cafions  ufe  either  any  other  hand,  or  any  other’s  cor- 
reípondence  with  me,  to  fend  me  your  commands  : 
and  in  the  next  place  I  fhall  delire  your  lordíhip’s  be- 
lief,  that  I  never  took  any  thing  ill  in  the  leaft,  from 
any  hand,  that  I  knew  meant  me  well;  and  am  very 
well  pleafed  to  hear  of  my  faults  from  my  friends,  as  I 
hope  they  will  ever  be  to  reeeive  my  juít  excufes,’  and 
others  I  fhall  never  delire  to  trouble  them  with.  I 

know 
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know  your  lordíhip  is  fatisfied  with  what  I  did  in 
fhewing  that  letter,  having  given  you  the  advice  of 
ic  at  the  fame  time  I  promiled  it  •,  and  I  lhall  malte  ufe 
of  the  prudent  intimation  you  pleafe  to  give  me  upon 
that  particular. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  has  feveral  times  fpoke  to  me  fince 
about  the  pavillon ,  applauding  your  lordfhip’s  refo- 
lution,  or  at  leaft  inclination,  to  bring  it  to  fome  cer- 
tainty  •,  and  defired  me  to  offer  to  your  lordíhip  as 
moft  advantageous  to  a  good  iflue  in  it,  that  the  expe- 
dients  he  propofed  you  would  firíl  mention  as  your 
own ;  becaufe  whatever  is  offered  from  the  contrary 
party  is  commonly  either  fufpefted,  or  defpifed,  even 
for  its  being  fo.  I  find,  a  good  end  of  this  matter  is 
the  point  he  has  much  at  heart,  believing  no  quarrel 
could  ever  happen  between  the  nations,  if  that  occa- 
fion  were  once  out  of  the  way.  He  fays,  he  has  never 
yet  fpoken  to  any  man  about  the  offers  and  expedients 
he  propofed,  and  knows  they  will  be  ftomached  by 
many  here ;  but  he  will  put  all  the  ílrength  he  has 
upon  it  to  make  them  país,  or  any  thing  elle  that  is  at 
all  reafonable  in  the  cafe,  and  doubts  not  to  fuc- 
ceed.  1  fuppofe  whatever  we  have  by  accord  with 
them  will  not  be  only  fo  much  of  a  gained,  inftead 
of  a  difputed  right ;  but  will  engage  them  to  further 
our  pretence  of  fo  much  with  our  neighbours,  and  to 
take  part  in  our  quarrel,  if  any  fhall  be  raifed  by  any 
of  them  with  us,  upon  that  point  •,  and  if  fo,  we  íhould 
have  fomethíng  very  fubftantial  for  that  which  me- 
thinks  is  very  airy  now,  and  which  ferves  only  for  an 
occafion  of  wars  at  a  time  we  have  no  mind  to  enter 
into  any,  and,  I  doubt,  with  fome  reafon :  for  if  we 
had  a  conquering  genius  at  this  time  among  us,  and 
forcé  to  fecond  it,  nothing  could  be  fo  ufeful  to  us  as 
this  pretence  ;  but  every  pilot,  that  would  be  fafe  and 
well,  muft  carry  fail  as  the  weather  is  abroad,  and  as 
the  fules  of  bis  íhip  are  ílrong  or  weak  to  refiít  it. 

I  am 
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I  am  much  pleafed  to  find  I  have  the  honour  of 
agreeing  with  your  lordfhip  in  all  points  that  fall  into 
conlideration,  as  well  this,  as  that  about  envoys,  and 
a  ou t  the  benefits  of  a  quadruple  league  ;  concern- 
íngv/hich  I  wnt  my  opinión  freely  in  one  to  mylord 
r  mgton  by  the  la.it  poft,  being  the  only  thing  which 
can  crown  the  great  work  his  majefty  has  undertaken 
of  fettling  the  peace  of  Chriftendom,  and  omino-  a  ftop 
to  the  French  career,  which  about  ten  months  fince 
was  in  a  fair  way  to  over-run  us  all,  one  after  another : 
and  hangs  íhll  hke  a  cloud  over  all  their  neighbours 
heads,  ieavmg  every  one  in  doubt  when  and  where  it 
wll  fall.  And  all  that  be  compafled,  I  íhall  hardiy 
be  fecure  of  Spain’s  not  tnnkling  at  one  time  or  other 
tvith  ranee,  for  the  remainder  of  Flanders,  at  lealt 
upon  fuch  a  revolution  as  would  arrive  at  that  kino-’s 
death,  if  not  before  :  ñor  of  the  French  party’s  nettino- 
ground  enough  again  into  Sweden,  at  one  time  or  other^ 
to  turn  the  bias  of  that  crown  towards  the  French  in- 
terefts  by  the  offers  of  money,  which  can  beft  be 
made  them  on  thatfide:  whereas  by  fuch  a  league 
bpain  would  find  their  account  in  keeping  Flanders, 
and  not  fear  any  war  which  the  French  preten  fions  there 
rnight  engage  them  in  :  Sweden  would  find  theirs  by 
lome  certain  fubfidies  from  Spain,  even  in  times  of 
peace,  and  by  alíurance  from  them  and  us  of  greater 
in  cafe  of  a  war :  Holland  would  be  broken  ofF  from 
all  return  into  any  new  meafures  with  France,  and  be 
forced  to  follow  the  common  interefts  and  counfels  of 
the  alkance  :  Spain  and  Sweden  would  be  both  hindered 
from  entering  into  any  feparate  concert  or  treaty  with- 
out  us  and  Holland  :  the  emperor,  and  princes  of  the 
Itmpire,  and  duke  of  Lorrain,  would  be  glad  to  be 
aamitted  into  fuch  an  aliiance  ;  and  his  majeíiy  would 
remain  head  and  diredlor  of  a  league  which  would 
have  the  glory  of  preferving  the  peace  of  Chriftendom, 
and  checking  and  bounding  the  French  greatnefs,  at  a 
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tíme  when  no  other  prince  durft  look  it  in  the  face. 
And  in  cafe  of  a  war  breaking  ’out  from  France,  in 
fpite  of  all  thefe  defences  ;  I  fuppofe,  confidering  the 
ftrength  of  the  alliance,  and  the  temper  of  our  people 
at  home,  bent  wholly  upon  thefe  counfels,  his  majeíty 
would  have  rather  reafon  to  delire,  than  to  apprehend  it. 

I  conceive  the  wa y  of  eífecling  fuch  a  league  írniíl 
be  to  malee  a  draught  of  it  with  monfieur  de  Witt  he  re, 
if  he  can  be  finally  difpofed  to  it :  and  that  with  all  the 
fecrecy  in  the  world,  and  to  proceed  in  it,  as  near  as  is 
poíllble,  with  all  the  fairnefs  and  equality,  in  the  con- 
lideration  and  comprehenfion  of  each  party’s  interefts, 
which  is  the  only  way  to  facilítate  Juch  ncgotiations  ; 
and  whenever  we  and  monfieur  de  Witt  are  agreed  in 
it,  then  for  his  majeíty  to  take  upon  him  the  propofing 
it  to  Spain,  and  trying  what  prívate  advantages  may  be 
gained  from  that  crown,  in  confideration  of  his  both 
propofing  and  effeéting  a  matter  fo  much  to  their 
advantage. 

All  that  feems  to  be  againíi  fuch  a  counfel  is  his 
majeíty’s  prefent  want  of  treafure,  which  renders  him 
in  acondition  veryunñt  to  enter  into  any  aólion  abroad, 
by  provoking  France. 

As  to  that :  Firíl,  the  end  of  this  counfel  is  peace, 
and  not  war;  and  feems  indeed  the  only  way  to  fecure 
it,  by  letting  France  fee  they  cannot  find  their  acccunt 
in  a  war;  for,  till  they  do  that,  they  will  never  leave 
the  defigns  of  it.  Then,  inítead  of  provoking  France, 
I  fhould  think  this  would  make  them  much  warmer  in 
their  offers  and  applications  towards  us ;  when  they  fee, 
that,  without  gaining  us,  they  are  abfolutely  bound  to 
the  peace  ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  our  falling  at  any 
time  into  the  Frenen  intereíls  is  the  ready  way  to  a  war 
abroad,  wherein  it  may  be  we  íliall  not  have  any  pre- 
lent  fliare,  but  íliall  pay  for  our  prefent  quiet  with  dear 
intereíl  of  the  utmoíl  danger  after  two  or  three  ycars 
time. 


Befides, 
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Befides,  though  our  condition  is  ill  towards  the  fup- 
port  of  a  war,  it  is  the  moft  imprudent  thing  we  can 
do,  perhaps,  to  own  it,  if  we  intend  to  continué  any 
commerce  abroad ;  whereas  looking  our  juft  debts, 
both  to  our  neighbours  and  ourfelves,  boldly  in  the 
face,  will,  as  it  does  fometirnes  with  a  merchant,  hold 
up  our  credit  fo  high,  that  with  good  f'uture  manage- 
mcnt,  and  the  ftrength  of  that,  we  may  help  to  re-efta- 
blifh  our  eftate;  but  if  not,  nothing  can  keep  us  up 
fo  much,  as  being  clofely  linked  with  feveral  other 
traders  of  better  ftock,  who  will  by  that  rneans  be- 
come  engaged  not  to  let  us  fink.  And  in  cafe  of 
adlion  to  fucceed  fuch  a  quadruple  alliance,  and  his 
majefty’s  neceffities  keeping  him  from  furniíhing  his 
part  towards  the  lupport  of  it,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that  Spain  and  Holland  would  not  do  their  utmoft  to¬ 
wards  his  fupply,  rather  than  lofe  his  afiiftance  and 
leave  him  under  the  temptation  of  falling  into  any  new 
meafures  with  France. 

After  all  this,  I  think,  let  his  majeíly  make  what 
paces  he  pleafes,  either  bold  or  tender,  in  the  way  he 
is  (for  I  cannot  think  of  a  change  in  that  with  the  pre- 
fent  conjunítures)  I  know  nothing  will  be  fo  necefíary, 
with  the  forefight  either  of  peace  or  war,  as  for  his 
majeíly  not  to  be  found  the  next  fpring  without  any 
money  in  his  treafury,  or  credit  to  raile  it  fpeedily  and 
eafily,  without  relying  wbolly  upon  his  parliament’s 
fuppJies,  by  any  new  burdens  upon  the  body  of  the 
people  •,  for  that  can  hardly  be  done  without  long  and 
perhaps  crofs  debates  of  the  houle,  which  leífen  his 
majefty’s  credit  with  his  neighbours,  whenever  they 
happen,  more  than  the  fupplies  granted  can  raife  it ; 
and  befides,  after  fo  great  payments  as  the  kingdom 
has  continued  ever  fince  his  majefty’s  reftoration,  elpe- 
cially  during  the  laft  three  years,  though  joined  with 
the  great  diminution  of  money  and  trade  during  the 
war ;  I  queftion  whether  any  thing  confiderable  can  be 

raifed 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State.  3  3 

raiied  in  general  upon  the  people,  without  fome  rea- 
íonable  occafions  of  averfion  and  complaints. 

But  nothing,  they  fay,  is  more  the  part  of  a  wcak 
tmderílanding,  and  unfit  for  bufinefs,  than  to  propoíe 
and  inlarge  upon  inconveniencies,  without  fo  much  as 
OíTering  remedies  :  and  therefore  I  íliall  fay,  that  firíl, 
methinks*  two  propofals  which  have  been  already  a- 
foot,  are  very  confiderable  towards  this  end  *  as  the 
felling  of  lmall  inconfiderable  quit-rents,  where  thefum 
is  hardly  worth  the  charge  of  raifing,  and  yet*  by  the 
reafon  of  the  trouble  to  the  tenant  by  them,  they  will 
yield  five  or  fix,  if  ndt  ten,  years  purchafe  more  than 
greater  rents :  if  this  counfel  be  tied  up  to  thele  cir- 
cumftances,  I  think  it  very  advantageous,  and  as  pre¬ 
judicial  if  it  be  fuffered  to  go  beyond  them. 

Secondly,  the  felling  of  the  chimney-money  would, 
I  fuppofe,  be  eafily  granted  by  the  parliament ;  would 
take  oír  the  tax,  of  all  others  moít  diítaíteful  to  the 
fubjeftsi  and  if  íbld  at  pretty  eafy  and  modérate  rates, 
would  be  taken  kindly  of  the  people,  purchafed  readi- 
]y,  and  yield  a  very  great  fum ;  and  the  moíl  equal- 
ly  raifed  that  any  could  be,  fparing  no  man’s  part,  and 
holding  an  equal  proportion  with  every  man’s  eftate  : 
only  this  circumítance  fhould  be  in  it  to  malee  it  eafy, 
that  not  only  every  man  fhould  have  the  offer  and  pre- 
emption  of  his  own  ;  but  if  upon  refufal  it  fhould 
be  fold  to  another  hand,  yet  it  íhall  be  free  for  the 
owner  to  buy  it  of  him  at  any  time  within  a  gertain 
fpace,  as  of  two  or  three  years ;  and  the  prefent  pur- 
chafer  to  be  content  with  the  profit  he  íliall  have  rnade 
in  the  mean  time,  which  will  prove  a  great  intereíl  for 
his  capital. 

1  hirdly,  a  reducing  of  the  intereíl  which  the  king 
pays  from  ten  to  eight  in  the  huí  id  red,  with  which  the 
bankers  may  very  well  be  contented,  and  muíl  be, 
I  fjppofe,  if  the  king  picales,  and  finds  a  courfe  to 
make  them  fec  their  fecurity  can  not  fai!  them  :  for 
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tvvo  iri  the  hundred  gain  i s,  of  all  reafon,  enough  for 
them  where.  the  fecurity  they  receive  is  as  good  as 
what  they  give,  as  it  is  in  this  cafe  $  for  the  king’s  fe» 
curity  to  the  banker  is  in  effeól  the  banker’s  fecurky 
to  his  private  creditors  ;  and  whenever  one  faiis,  the 
other  muft.  Now  the  bankers  pay  but  fix  in  the  hun¬ 
dred  at  moft  for  inland  money,  and  lefs  for  fome :  and, 
1  have  reafon  to  doubt*  a  very  great  trade  is  driven 
with  them  from  Holland  by  Dutch  merchants,  who 
turn  their  money  through  their  hands,  encouraged  by 
the  great  intereít  they  gain  there  in  lieu  of  fo  fmalí 
here,  that  the  States  have  lately  refufed  totake  the  va¬ 
lué  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  Sterling  of  the  duke  of 
Lunenburg’s  money  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  and 
three  is  the  utmoft  that  any  man  malees.  And  if  the 
king  by  granting  good  fecurity,  punctual  payments, 
and  the  reputation  of  good  order  in  his  revenue,  were 
gotten  into  credit,  I  do  not  fee  why  he  might  not  up- 
on  occafion  take  up  what  he  pleafed  at  fix  per  cent,  as 
well  as  the  States  do  here  at  two  and  a  half. 

Fourthly,  to  enable  the  king  upon  any  occafion  to 
give  better  fecurity,  I  know  nothing  would  do  fo  muclv 
as  if  the  parliament  could  be  difpofed  to  fettle  the 
cuíloms  upon  hím  for  one  year  after  his  death,  as  they 
are  already  for  his  life  *,  but  that  being  an  «ncertain 
term,  money  will  not  be  readily,  or  without  exaftion 
of  intereft,  lent  upon  that  which  may  fail  next  day  : 
and  yet  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  largeft  branch  of  the  re- 
venue,  and  in  all  other  points  the  moft  certain. 

Fifthly,  if  any  thingwere  fet  on  foot  in  parliament 
towards  an  aít  of  refumption  of  grants  of  crown  lands 
fince  a  certain  time,  ufe  might  at  leaft  be  made  of  it 
towards  dravving  fuch  gran  tees  to  a  voluntary  compo- 
fition  of  holding  their  grants  at  the  rent  of  a  fourth 
or  fifth  part  of  the  real  valué  to  the  crown,  in  confi- 
deration  of  having  fuch  grants  confirmed.  by  act  of 
parliament,  or  the  king’s  engagement  to  conlent  to  no- 
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thing  to  their  prejudice,  after  their  confent  to  fuch  a 
fent  and  tenure. 


Sixthly,  a  view  may  be  made  at  leaft  of  what  has 
been  gained  by  any  granes  from  his  Majeíty,  aboye 
what  were  really  his  Majefty’s  intentions  to  grant :  as 
where  the  King  intended  to  give  five  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  perhaps  fevert  or  eight,  or  a  thoufand  pounds 
is  made  of  it :  and  the  fanie  of  füms  of  money  out  of 
certain  benefits  granted  towards  the  raifing  them  ; 
and  tohat  is  found  to  be  beyond  the  intention  of  the 
King’s  grant,  to  be  repaid. 

Many  fmaller  particulars  might  perhaps  be  thought 
of;  all  vvhich,  with  vvhat  has  been  mentioned,  will  be 
itlade  valuable  by  a  goód  order  in  the  management, 
and  a  ftanch  hand  in  grants  hereafter,  till  the  King  be 
as  much  before-hand,  as  he  is  behind  hand-now.  I 
finí,  my  Lord,  your,  &c. 


To  Mr.  d  Mountague. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  2,  N.  S.  1669. 

IT  is  an  ili  defign  for  the  dulnefs  of  this  place,  that  í 
muíl  have  recoúrfe  to  the  compliments  of  the  lea- 
fon,  for  the  occafion  of  a  letter ;  and  that  1  can  find 
very  little  to  fay  from  henee,  befides  wiíhing  yourLord- 
•  íhip,  aCcording  to  our  goed  oíd  ítyle,  a  merry  Chrift- 
mas.  The  Spaniards  have  not  yet  liad  fo  much  good 
nature  as  to  make  ours  here  the  merrier,  with  their3 two 
hundred  thoufand  crowns :  I  doubt  it  has  fome  en- 
chantment  or  other  upon  it ;  and  is  not  to  be  delivered 
but  in  fome  fatal  hour,  or  by  fome  charmed  knight. 
All  is  here  frozen  up  ;  and  the  biíhop  of  Munfter  may 
march  if  he  pleafes ;  but  if  he  do,  as  has  been  fo  much 
íaliíed,  will  blow  his  fingers  unlefs  he  receives  very 
great  influences  from  your  warmer  climate  :  for  the 
good  pay  of  the  States  is  in  fo  much  credit  among  their 

d  Afcenvards  Duke  of  Mountague. 
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neighbours,  that  I  believe  they  will  not  want  what 
forces  they  íhall  have  occafion  for,  beüdes  what  they 
have  a-foot. 

I  ‘fhould  be  very  glad  to  hear  what  becomes  of  my 
Lord  and  Lady  of  Northumberland,  and  how  long  they 
intehd  their  pilgrimage,  fuppofing  your  Lordfhip  keeps 
fome  ccrreípondence  with  them,  of  which  I  am  out  of 
the  way,  but  very  much  in  that  of  being,  my  lord, 
your  excellency’s  nioít  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Jan.  18,  N.  S.  1669. 

THE  Barón  d’Ifolaarriv'ed here  yefterday  ;  I  have 
this  afternoon  had  lome  difcóurfes  with  him  up- 
on  the  fubjeól  of  his  journey,  which  he  profefíes  to 
be  a  defire  of  advancing  the  treaty  of  guaranty,  as  a 
thing  his  mafter  has  more  intereíl  ín  than  Spain  itlelf, 
which  will  be  better  able  to  fubfiíl  after  the  lofs  of 
Flanders,  than  the  Empire  can.  I  find  he  carne  with 
hopes  of  efteéling  much  by  his  eloquence  and  great 
parts,  and  by  making  others  fee  more  of  their  own  in- 
terefts,  than  they  were  willing  to  do.  And  fo  the 
two  themes  wherein  he  carne  provided,  were  to  make 
it  evident  that  Frañce  would  open  the  war  again  this 
fpring,  and  within  fix  weeks  attack  either  Burguñdy  or 
Luxenburo;--  and  on  theother  fide,  that  the  councils 
of  Spain,  as  they  are  how  compofed,  if  they  faw  not  a 
folid  and  firm  affiítance  from  their  neighbours,  would 
fall  into  the  éafieíl  way  of  ending  that  matter,  by  giv- 
ing  up  Flanders  upon  the  beñ:  terms  they  coulci :  that 
they  were  as  a  Éck  man,  that  would  not  or  could  not 
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helo  thernfclves,  and  were  1o  to  be  dealt  with  by  thofe 
that  were  fo  deeply  concerned  m  their  lofs,  as  thefe 
States  in  particular  feem  to  be  :  and  that  after  the 
d  ifarming  of  theduke  of  Lorrain,  which  F ranee  had  now 
Xdoived,  and  the  feizing  of  Burguñdy,  which  would 
a  be 
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be  their  next  work ;  it  woulcl  be  imponible  to  main- 
^tain  a  war  in  what  remains  of  Flanders,  when  they 
could  do  it  no  longer  by  diverfion,  after  thefe  two  in- 
lets  into  France  íiopped  up.  From  this  we  fell  into  the 
ftory  of  the  Swedifh  fubfidies,  and  the  hardíliips  put 
upon  Spain  in  that  bufinefs ;  all  which  I  fuppofeyour 
lordlhip  has  heard  a  dozen  times  already,  and  are 
obvious  enough,  and  therefore  I  íhall  not  repeat  them, 
not  remembering  any  thing  new  in  that  diícourfe : 
but  it  ended  with  Spain’s  having  lefs  reafon  to  pay  for 
that  peace,  than  France*,  fince  the  gnaranty  offered 
would  be  equal  to  both,  and  the  gain  of  the  war  had 
been  all  on  the  French  fide  *,  that  for  his  part,  he 
could  truft  little  in  any  treaty  where  the  obligations 
were  not  reciprocal ;  and  when  the  guaranty  was  gi~ 
ven,  he  did  not  know  whethcr  thefe  States  would  not 
be  ftill  apt  to  facrifice  any  new  conqueíts  France  fhould 
make,  to  any  unreafonable  peace,  provided  the  dan- 
ger  grew  not  nearer  them  :  and  he  had  the  more  reafon 
to  believe  it,  by  a  refolution  he  was  affured  of,  among 
the  States  of  Holland,  to  treat  with  France  about  di- 
verting  their  attempts  upon  Flanders  in  cafe  of  the  king 
of  Spain’s  death,  and  leaving  all  the  reít  of  that  mon- 
archy  open  to  his  pretenfions. 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  his  firít  dífcourfe  :  upon 
which  I  told  him,  that  the  friendiieft  office  I  could  do 
him  at  his  arrival,  was  to  tell  him,  what  men  and 
what  refolutions  he  would  find  here,  to  the  end  he 
mightnot  lofe  his  paces  by  their  beingat  firftill  direfted. 
That,  for  their  own  intereíl  in  the  prefervation  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  they  thou^ht,  they  underftood  it  as  well  as  any  o- 
ther  of  their  neighbours,  and  needed  no  new  lio-hts  in 
that  prolped,  ñor  new  motions,  to  engage  in  its  de- 
fence,  if  they  might  hope  to  fucceed :  that  this  de¬ 
pended  upon  Spain’s  good  conduét  and  provifions  in 
f  landers,  and  upon  their  fatisfying  Sweden.  d'hat  with- 
o\it  Sweden’s  engagenient,  Holland  could  do  nothing 
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confiderable  in  their  defence,  lying  open  to  the  French 
on  one  íide,  and  the  bilhop  of  Muníter  on  the  other ; 
ana  without  Holiand,  he  might  aíTure  himfelf,  the  king 
■vvouki  never  interdi  himfelf  in  their  quarrei,  but  feek 
Jiis  meaiures  fome  way  elfe ;  fo  that  the  ftrength  of  their 
wlioie  aíiiftance  depended  upon  the  engaging  of  Swe- 
den,  and  that  upon  paym^nt  of  the  fubiidies.  That  I 
would  tell  him  freely,  I  thought  Holiand  might  be  ín- 
duced  to  give  a  general  guaranty,  according  to  the  ar- 
t¡CiC  oí  the  treaty  at  Aix.  That  if  his  majeíly  and  Swe- 
den  would  be  induced  tojoin  with  them  in  it,  I  thought 
it  was  the  cheapeít  bargain  that  ever  any  crown  had 
made.  That  I  believed  a  guaranty,  without  reciprocal 
engagements,  more  to  their  advantage,  and  lefs  to  ours, 
than  a  defenfive  league,  which  tliey  lo  much  defired  : 
but  yet  the  conjundture  was  fuch,  and  the  refpedts  that 
entered  into  it,  as  I  could  alfure  him  he  would  fail  in 
fhe  purluit  oí  the  laít ;  and,  I  believed,  might  fucceed 
if  he  would  content  himfelf  with  the  other.  That,  if 
nothing  elfe  were  in  the  way,  there  was  not  time  left 
for  it,  and  therefore  I  would  advife  him  to  lofe  none 
about  it.  Fhat  for  what  fhould  happen  after  the  king 
of  Spain  s  death,  I  was  confident,  neither  the  king  ñor 
tnc  otates  would  enter  into  it ;  but  leave  tholc  coníi- 
derations  to  the  feafon  in  which  they  íhould  arife.  Thaf 
ii  Spain  was  resolved  to  deílroy  thémfelves,  that  was  a 
thing  beyond  all  our  prevention  or  remedy,  and  fq 
only  to  be  bemoaned,  and  no  more  to  be  thought  on  : 
if  they  would  be  preferved,  they  knew  the  price, 
which  is,  the  Swediíli  fubfidies,  and  could  beft  tell 
whether  it  were  worth  it  or  no. 

This  I  thought  was  the  beít  way  of  dealing  with  a 
perfon  that  had  more  wit  a  great  deal  than  1,  and  fo 
would  be  fure  to  have  the  better  in  argument :  and  be- 
íides,  I  thought  it  fitteft  for  a  bufinefs,  which  it  is  ne- 
cefiary  to  bring  to  fome  fhort  iíTue :  and  the  barón 
íeemed  not  to  refent  it  ill,  and  faid,  Well,  if  you  are 
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ccrtain  theDutch  will  not  be  bronght  to  a  lcague  with 
us,  we  muft  think  of  what  we  can  have,  and  noc  what 
we  cannot :  and  all  that  remained  to  be  done,  was  to 
drawup  the  form  of  a  guaranty,  and  fend  it  to  the  con¬ 
fiable  :  and  let  him  know,  that  upon  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
Swedifh  fubfidies,  that  íhould  be  ready  for  him,  and 
without  it  we  had  no  more  to  fay.  I  told  him  I  thought 
he  was  in  the  right  way,  and  hopedhe  would  fucceedin 
it,  and  affured  him  of  our  endeavours  to  draw  Sweden 
to  the  fame  meafures  and  perfuade  them,  if  need 
were,  to  fome  little  eafe  in  the  terms  of  paymcnt.  He  « 
aíked  me,  in  cale  the  fubfidies  were  not  paid,  and  the 
guaranty  given,  and  France  íhould  next  March  attack 
Burgundy  or  Luxenburg,  what  I  thought  we  would  do  ? 
í  told  him,  I  was  ever  to  think,  that  the  king  and 
his  allies  would  do  upon  all  occafions,  what  they  had 
engaged.  He  would  have  had  me  join  with  him  in 
drawing  up  an  inftrument  of  guaranty ;  but  I,  that 
had  a  mind  to  excufe  myfelf,  at  leaft  till  í  received 
my  inítruótion,  advifed  him  to  propoíe  it  to  monfieur 
de  Witt,  with  whom  he  had  an  hour  afiigned  upon  our 
parting.  And  fo  our  firíl  conference  ended.  I  amt 
my  lord,  your,  &c, 

To  my  lord  keeper . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Apr.  24,  N.  S.  1669, 

UPON  a  late  converfation  with  monfieur  de  Witt, 
though  I  had  fome  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  yet  I 
think  I  had  none  to  take  any  notice  of  it ;  but  I  am 
very  fure  I  can  have  no  reafon  for  doing  it  to  any  other 
perfon,  but  to  your  lordíhip,  of  whofe  fricndíhip  I 
have  had  fo  many  teftimonies,  and  with  whom  I  have 
lived  in  fo  much  confidence  ever  fince  our  firft  ac- 
quaintance.  The  prefent  fubjeft  is  fo  delicate,  that  I 
can  hardly  tell  how  to  touch  it  myfelf,  or  totruft  it  in 
any  other  hands  but  your  lordfhip’s,  who  will  better 
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judge  whetner  any  ufe  may  be  made  of  it,  and  I  am, 
ñire  tvill  make  no  iil  one ;  ñor  do  I  expedí  there  can 
be  other,  than  to  gam  lome  líght  in  a  matter  wherein 
I  am  wholly  ignorant,  and  perhaps  your  iordfhip 
may  noc  have  been  curicus  enough  to  obferve  ío  near ; 
and  which  it  isyet  very  neceffary  for  us  both  to  be  as 
weli  informed  as  we  can. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  carne  to  me,  as  he  faicl,  upon  a 
paiticuiui  vjfitj  and  as  a  íriend,  nota  minifter:  but 
the  occafion  of  it  at  prefent  he  would  confefs,  was,  to 
acquaint  me  with  a  converfation  he  had  lately  had  with 
monfieur  PuíFendorfF,  a  Swediíh  agent,  whopaíícd  this 
way  from  Paris  to  hisown  country  :  that  he  had  been 
fome  time  at  the  French  court  lince  our  meai tires  taken 
by  the  triple  afiance,  and  the  negotiations  fet  on  foot 
with  the  Spaniards  in  confequence  of  them.  That  the 
mimíters  in  it  lance  had  taken  much  pains  toperfuade 
jiiin  that  Sweden  would  find  tneir  account  very  iil  in 
purfuing  thofe  meafures  :  that  Spain  would  fail  them, 
in  what  was  pretended  from  them,  and  that  Holland 
alone  would  not  be  able  to  iupport  them,  or  the  mea¬ 
fures  they  had  raíhly  taken  ;  and  to  make  this  good, 
the  minifters  there  had  at  length  told  him  (but  as  a 
fecret  only  for  the  fervice  and  information  of  the  court 
of  Sweden)  that  England  would  certainly  fail  them;  and 
was  already  changed  in  the  courfe  of  all  thofe  counfels 
they  had  taken  with  Hojland  and  Sweden,  though  they 
did  not  think  fit  to  let  any  thingof  it  appear  :  and  the. 
fecret  was  yet  in  very  few  hands,  either  in  the  French 
or  the  Englifh  court.  That  when  this  agent  feerned 
incredulous  ofall  this  ílory,  and  to  fufpect  thatit  was 
artificial,  and  only  intended  to  give  an  umbrage  or 
falfe  light  to  the  court  of  Sweden,  and  thereby  help 
them  to  make  the  firft  falfe  ftep  ;  monfieur  Turenne  at 
laíl  fhev/ed  him  a  letter  from  monfieur  Colbert  their 
ambafiador,  wherein  he  gave  an  account  of  the  hap- 
py  fucceífes  he  had  met  with  in  his  negotiations  at- 
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our  court,  of  the  good  difpoíitions  there,  and  efpe- 
cially  thoíe  of  lome  of  our  chief  minifters  ;  upon 
which  he  added  thefe  words,  k  Et  je  leur  ay  enjin  fait 
Jentir  tout  Vetendue  de  la  líber  alite  de  fa  majejlé. 

Here  monfieur  de  Witt  ftopped  as  if  he  had  no  more 
to  fay,  and  with  a  very  equal  countenance  ;  though  I 
found  he  had  obferved  mine  more  narrowly  all  the 
while  he  was  talking,  as  well  as  when  he  ended.  For 
my  part,  though  I  thought  the  ftory  and  the  circum- 
flanees  very  odd,  and  knew  not  what  to  make  of  it  * 
yet  I  believe  I  looked  innocent,  and  thereby  as  uncon- 
cerned  as  he  did.  I  told  him  I  had  reafon  to  be  fur- 
prifed  at  what  he  had  faid,  but  did  not  know  whether 
we  had  either  of  us  any,  to  put  much  weight,  or  draw 
any  great  confequence  from  all  this  ftory  :  that  there 
rnight  be  artífice  in  it,  on  feveral  hands ;  and  lome 
of  thofe  it  had  pajped  through  might  deceive,  and 
others  be  deceived ;  that  there  might  be  miftake  in 
mens  apprehenfions  of  what  paífed  in  talk,  and  the 
relations  too  :  that  monfieur  Colbert  might  fay  a  great 
deal  to  valué  his  fervices  to  his  court,  and  more  than 
he  thought  nimfelf:  that  the  Swediíh  agent  might  be 
made  partial  in  France  to  their  interefts,  and  wiíh  his 
crown  ftill  in  them,  as  moft  beneficial  to  the  minifters 
there  that  were  fo  engaged :  that  it  was  at  leaft  arti¬ 
ficial  in  the  French  court,  to  employ  monfieur  Tu- 
renne  to  give  this  notice  to  the  Swediíh  agent,  and  íhew 
him  monfieur  Colbert’s  letter,  which  had  been  more 
proper  for  a  fecretary  of  fíate ;  but  that  it  was  likely 
monfieur  Turenne’s  íhewing  it  and  believing  it,  would 
have  more  credit  and  more  effeít  in  the  court  of  Swe- 
den.  That  farther  than  this  ]  had  nothing  to  fay  up¬ 
on  it,  beíides  protefting  to  him  upon  my  honour  and 
truth,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  it  ^  ñor  had  I  reafon, 

k  Ánd  I  Lave  at  lafl  made  them  fenfihle  of  the  twhole  extent  of  his 
tnajejífs  líber  alujo 
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h\  any  thing  I  heard  froin  England,  to  fufpedt  any  more 
than  I  kncw.  That  I  had  told  him,  upon  the  negotia- 
tion  or  our  laft  alliance  and  his  íufpicions  ofour  in- 
conftancy  in  England,  what  I  truly  thought  of  the  dif- 
pofitions  and  intentions  both  of  his  majefty  and  his 
minifters  :  that  I  knew,  and  all  men  confefíed,  their 
ínteiefts  were  fo  deep  in  it,  as  weil  as  the  humour  of 
rhe  whole  kingdom,  that  it  was  hard  to  think  I  could 
be  deceived.  That,  however,  I  could  anfwer  for  no 
snan  but  myfelf,  and  that  I  would  ;  that  if  ever  thefe 
meafures  were  broken,  it  íhould  not  be  by  ine  *  ñor 
would  I  ever  have  any  part  indeftroying,  whatl  had 
the  honour  of  building,  io  much  for  the  fafety,  as  I  con- 
ceived,  of  both  our  nations,  and  the  reftofChriftendom • 
and  Vvitn  fo  much  glory  and  applaule  to  his  majefty’s 
couníels  upon  that  occaiion.  That  í  was  fhll  of  the 
fame  mind,  and  had  no  more  to  fay. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  fmiled,  and  faid,  what  he  had  told 
me  was  but  as  a  friend  and  in  converfation  ;  and  left 
me  to  make  what  ufe  I  pleafed  of  it,  or  none  if  I 
thought  fit,  without  drawing  it  into  farther  con  fe- 
quence ;  that  he  had  been  very  fufpicious  when  he  firft 
en  te  red  into  the  roiniftry,  but  had  been  fo  often  deceiv¬ 
ed  by  it,  that  he  had  cured  himfelf  of  that  qualiüy. 
That  he  knew  very  well  it  had  been  faid  among  fome 
foreign  minifters  here  fome  months  fince,  k  ^ftl faut 
avouer  qu  ti  y  a  eu  pour  neuf  mois  du  plus  grand  minijlere 
du  monde  en  Angleterre  \  as  if  they  believed  fome  chance 
had  befallen  our  couníels  before  the  laft  year  ended, 
That  for  his  part,  who  went  to  the  íubftantial  as  near 
as  he  couid,  and  the  plaineft  way,  he  had  made  but 
one  refleftion,  and  kept  that  as  much  as  he  could  to 
himfelf :  v/hich  was,  that  after  my  embaííy  hither  had 
been  refolved  in  England,  to  fupport  and  improve 
the  ends  o.f  our  laft  alliances,  and  to  engage  the  em- 

'7 hat  it  tnujl  be  cortpejfed \  there  has  been  fot  mne  monlbs  the  gveatrjl 
mnijlry  in  the  fjjoríd  in  England . 
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peror  and  chief  princes  of  the  empire,  as  well  as 
Spain,  in  the  íupport  of  them,  he  could  not  but  won- 
der  to  find  me  engaged  of  late  by  my  orders  from 
court  fo  warmly  in  a  chíceme  about  fuch  a  trille  as  that 
of  Surinam,  and  in  fo  many  eager  difputes  about  the 
pretenfions  of  our  Eaft-India  company,  which  were  fit- 
ter  for  merchants  than  for  miniíters,  and  looked  as 
if  we  had  them  more  at  heart,  than  the  purfuit  of  thole 
public  interefts  that  were  thought  fo  necefiary  for 
Chriílendom  at  my  firft  coming  over :  but  after  all,  for 
his  part  he  would  go  on  conftantly  upon  the  foot  of  our 
laft  alliance,  as  the  beft  ground  of  our  common  fafety 
and  believed  the  States  would  do  fo  too,  till  his  majeíty 
or  his  minitlers  íliould  let  them  plainly  fee,  he  had 
changed  his  meafures.  And  with  this,  rifing  up,  he 
fieemed  not  to  expedí  any  anfwer,  but  to  go  away  in 
very  good  humour  :  and  I  was  not  very  defircus  to 
draw  our  difeourfe  into  more  length,  and  fo  it  ended. 

lt  is  time  this  letter  íhould  do  fo  too,  which  I  define 
your  lordfhip  will  burn  when  you  have  read  it ;  and 
to  forget  it,  if  you  find  no  occafion  to  think  farther  of 
it ;  and  then  I  íhall  endeavour  to  do  fo  too.  I  am  fure 
it  íliould  never  have  begun,  if  it  were  not  to  end  with 
the  profefiions  of  that  truth  and  paflion  wherewith  I 
am,  my  lord,  your  lordfhip’s  moft  faithful  and  molí 
humble  fervant. 


To  my  lord  Cavendijh. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  18,  N.  S.  1669. 

THough  I  had  much  rather  make  your  lordfhip 
my  compliments  upon  fome  better  fortunes,  and 
upon  your  health,  rather  than  your  dangers  ;  yet  I 
could  not  omit  doing  it  at  this  time,  upon  fo  honourable 
a  part  as  all  men  allow  you  to  have  had  in  your  late 
adventure  at  Paris  ;  which  I  do  not  only  as  a  private 
perfon  and  fervant  of  your  lordfhip’s,  who  wiílies  you 
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^ill  incieafeof  honour  that  m ay  not  be  bought  too  dear  j 
duc  withal  as  a  pubhc  mimíler,  who  ought  ever  to 
coníider  above  all  things  the  honour  of  our  nation, 
and  knows  that  the  complexión  of  it  in  time  of  peace 
is  very  much  either  mended  or  fpoiled  in  the  eyes  of 
ftran'gers,  by  the  aftions  and  carriage  of  particular  per- 
íons  abroad.  I  can  aíTure  your  lordíhip,  all  that  can 
be  faid  to  your  advantage  upon  this  occaficn  is  the 
common  difeourfe  here;  andnot  difputed  bytheFrench 
themfelves  •,  who  fay,  you  have  been  as  generous  in  ex- 
cufing  your  enemies  as  brave  in  defending  yourfelf : 
the  Dutch  v/ill  have  it,  that  you  have  been  the  firft  in 
excefs  ;  and  fay,  that  fuch  a  thing,  as  feven  or  eb-dit 
falling  upon  one,  would  never  have  been  done  in  any 
other  place  but  France,  ñor  fuífered  neither  by  the  reft 
of  the  company.  However,  I  am  of  opinión,  if  ex¬ 
cefs  may  be  allowed  in  any  part,  it  .is  in  that ;  and 
therefore  rejoice  with  you  in  the  honour  of  both,  and 
with  myfelf  in  that  of  my  being,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
íhip’s  moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  . .  . .  1 669. 

IAm  to  acknowledge  your  lordíhip’s  of  July  th.e 
ninth,  and  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  agree  with 
you  in  defpairing  to  fee  this  matter  of  the  marine  article 
to  be  brought  to  any  fair  conclufian,  about  which  I 
writ  at  large  by  laft  poli  to  Sir  John  Trevor ;  and  wiU 
tell  your  lordíbip  more  in  prívate,  that  I  very  much 
fear  ourEafl-India  merchants  have  fome  farther  mean- 
ing  in  it,  than  yet  we  underflapd,  and  than  they  de¬ 
lire  we  fhould.  For  having  had  this  whole  bufinefs 
run  through  my  head  with  more  thought  and  applica- 
tion,  than  ever  any  other  did  before,  1  could  not  but 
obferve  many  fevcral  inequalities  in  their  proceedings, 
and  make  fome  reñedtions  upon  therm 
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As  firft,  that  it  began  immediately  upon  the  finifhing 
our  alliances  with  the  Dutch  •,  in  which  none  could  de- 
traíl  in  the  leaft  from  the  glory  abroad,  and  popular 
applaufe  at  home,  of  the  king’s  counfels,  but  by  de- 
claiming  againft  this  marine  treaty,  though  at  firíl  it 
was  only  upon  the  inequality  of  the  paflports  :  when 
that  point  was  eafily  accorded  by  monfieur  de  Witt,  our 
merchants  added  another,  about  the  definition  of  a 
bejieged  place,  which  was  all  their  exceptions  againft  the 
treaty  itfelf  could  amount  to :  but  when  there  were 
lome  hopes  given  by  monfieur  de  Witt  in  his  letters  to 
me,  that  this  likewife  might  be  furmounted,  they 
added  feveral  other  árdeles,  untouched  in  the  marine 
treaty  :  and  when  they  faw  all  were  like  to  be  gained 
here,  but  that  one  of  a  free  trade  with  people  not  in 
íubjedtion,  and  of  paíftng  forts  (which  Sir  George 
Downing  had  found  here  was  an  invincible  point)  they 
then  declared,  that  without  this,  all  the  reft  were  worth 
nothing :  and  upon  this  faid,  They  have  left  our  treaty 
a-ground,  now  for  about  eight  months  paft.  When 
we  begun  firft  to  ftruggle  out  of  it,  they  faid,  they 
only  aimed  at  preventingfome  innovations,  which  had 
been  of  late  years  pradtifed  by  the  Dutch,  againft  the 
anden t  ufages  in  thofe  parts,  and  many  others  of  the 
fame  kind,  which  they  had  reafon  to  fear  :  whereupon 
the  Dutch  deíired  the  particular  inftancesof  what  they 
either  had  felt,  or  thought  they  had  occafion  to  fear, 
that  fo  they  might  redrefs  us  in  particular,  and  under- 
ftand  us  in  general :  our  merchants  inftanced  in  Cochin 
and  Cananor,  and  í  think  one  other  place,  which, 
monfieur  de  Witt  faid,  was  not  at  all  to  the  cafe,  but 
to  another,  provided  for  by  the  denning  of  a  befiegcd 
place :  fo  that  I  was  forced  by  them  here,  to  prefs  ítill 
for  inftances  by  feveral  letters,  tillthe  merchants  at  laft 
fent  a  long  angry  paper,  with  very  many  recapitulati- 
ens  of  things  paft,  and  which  the  Dutch  faid  had  been 
debated  and  agreed  in  former  treaties ;  and  therefore 


4^  Letters  of  Sir  ’Teniplí, 

íhli  ,deíln;d  to  know,  which  of  the  particulars  namecL 
we  fhought  applicable  to  the  prefent  queftion.  Upon 
which  I  received  anfwer,  that  thepraftice  of  theDutch, 
againít  which  they  defired  to  provide,  was  but  beain- 
n>ng  •,  that  they  could  not,  or  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe 
to  give  particular  inftances,  their  appreh'enfions  bein¿ 
general, oí  what  theDutch  intended  to  impol'e  upon  us^ 
and  that,  ín  íhort,  what  we  defired,  was  for  preventioñ 
rather  than  remedy  ;  which,  they  faid,  fflade  it  much 
harder  in  the  Dütch  to  deny  us. 

Aftei  this  moníieur  deWittandlconcertedanarticle 

between  us,  to  propofeto  our  principáis  on  either  fide, 
and  which  Iconfefs  I  thought  comprehendedourmean- 
lng,  as  1  underftood  it  by  the  letters  I  received  from 
y °ur  Iordíhip,  and  the  king’s  other  minifters  ;  which 
though  it  was  immediately  refufed  at  Amílerdam,  as 
hable  to  the  interpretations  they  fo  much  feared,  yet 
was  hkewife  rejefted  by  our  merchants  too,  and  ano- 
ther  fent  over,  yet  ltronger  than  thefirft,  in  thofe  parts 
tvherein  the  Dutch  were  moft  fenfible  ;  though  your 
Iordíhip  feemed  to  think,  the  arricie  I  had  tranfmitted, 
wouid  reach  our  aim,  till  you  propofed  it  to  them. 

Upon  the  new  debates  we  engaged  in,  arrives  the 
news  of  what  we  had  fuffered  at  MacaíTar  •,  which  our 
merchants  made  to  be  a  formidable  inftance  in  the  bü- 
finefs  aepending,  and  of  far  more  confequence  than  all 
they  appre hended  by  Dutch  forts  and  pafles ;  and  there- 
foi  e  immediately  preíented  the  king  with  their  demand 
cf  reílitution,  together  with  íome  other  particulars 
which  we  were  fa;n  to  difown  immediately,  as  a-uunií 
an  exprefs  anide  of  the  treaty  at  Breda :  and  i  had 
the  blameof  propoíing  all  their  demands  to  theDutch, 

though  the  paper  of  them  was  lent  to  me  withoutanv 
diíHndion.  1 

So  foon  as  the  pomt  of  MacaíTar  was  yielded  us, 
which  I  thought  wouid  prove  the  molí  difficult  ofany,’ 
as  of  moft  importance,  and  was,  I  am  fu  re,  foragreat 

while 
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WÍiile  the  moíl  conteíled  *,  and  after  the  proje  el  of  a 
general  article  was  gained  from  the  Dutch  (againílall 
their  former  refolutions)  which  was  gronnded  u{)on 
theie  two  points,  that  we  defire  no  innovations,  and 
will  make  no  particular  inílances  or  complaints,  in 
which  thev  have  ever  oífered  .us  redrefs  :  our  mer- 

j 

chants  feeing  the  matter  draw  near  a  fair  iífue,  now 
feem  refolved  to  end  all  with  thefe  two  anfwers  :  that: 
their  reftitution  toMacaífar  (as  Sir  John  Trevor  writes) 
will  be  too  dear  bought  by  liich  an  article  as  fhall  con- 
firm  upon  us  all  the  injuries  wc  have  complained  of  by 
forts,  and  paífes,  and  treaties  too  *,  whereas  the  article 
as  it  is  propofed  by  the  Dutch  (however  defedtive)  does 
not  extend  to  any  treaties  to  come,  but  only  to  the 
paft  ;  ñor  do  the  Dutch  defire  to  fell  us  Macafiar  at 
the  price  of  any  fuch  article  ;  but  had  much  rather 
reftore  it  to  us  upon  concluding  the  treaty,  \vithout: 
any  fuch  article  at  all :  ñor  do  I  know  yet  of  the  inju¬ 
ries  in  particular  we  have  already  complained  of,  eitner 
by  forts,  paífes,  or  treaties,  bebdes  this  of  Macaífar  ^ 
but  contrary  have  always  been  told,  what  we  defired 
was  rather  for  prevention  than  remedy.  But  next 
they  fay  (as  y  our  lordíhip  tells  mej  they  had  rather- 
be  jefe  as  they  are,  with  their  pretenfions  fair  and  en- 
tire,  than  have  them  blafted  for  ever  with  a  bad  con- 
clufion  ;  whereas  no  conclufion  they  now  make,  upon 
what  we  have  gained,  and  the  redrefs  of  what  they 
complained  of  in  the  marine  treaty  (though  without 
this  conteíled  article)  but  will  leave  them  and  their 
preteníions  in  the  lame  condition  they  were  before  : 
the  lame  liberty  itill  remaining  upon  the  laft  article  of 
the  marine  treaty,  to  appoint  commiííioners,  and  alter 
or  add  any  thing,  when  both  parties  fhall  agrec  ^  and 
will  be  but  like  taking  fo  much  by  advance,  upon  ac- 
countof  a  greater  debí.  So  that  í  am  apt  to  condude, 
from  all  thefe  obíervations,  that  they  who  influence  our 
mercliants  m  this  proiecution,  enher  have  no  meaning 
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this  treaty  íliould  end  fairly,  and  fo  they  put  it  obfH- 
nately  upon  that  íingle  point,  and  in  that  form  which 
they  know  will  never  be  granted;  or  elfe  theyaim  at 
gaining  an  occafion  of  raifxng  new  difputes  with  the 
Dutch,  whenever  they  find  a  conjun&ure  for  ic  •,  there 
ieeming  fome  reafon  for  the  Dutch  opinión,  that  a- 
greeing  upon  an  article  as  ours  propofe  it,  we  may  fall 
into  new  contefts  upon  the  extent  and  interpretation 
of  it  whenever  we  pleafe.  If  this  laft  end  be  in  the 
bottom  of  this  bufinefs,  and  it  be  taken  up  or  coun- 
tenanced  by  his  majefty  or  his  minifters,  upon  reafon 
of  ftate,  and  we  make  our  provifions,  and  take  all  our 
meafures  accordingly ;  for  ought  I  know  it  is  a  wife, 
and  may  prove  an  honourable  counfel  in  time,  at  leaft  if 
the  prelentftateof  affairs  inChriflendotn  íliould  chance 
by  any  fudden  or  unexpe&ed  revolution.  But  if  our 
merchants,or  thofewho  influence  them  in  this  matter, 
mean  no  fuch  thing  as  a  concluíion  of  the  treaty  •„ 
but  onlv  by  the  depending  of  fuch  difputes  to  leave 
an  unkindnefs  and  weaknefs  in  our  alliance,  which 
may  in  time  íhake  the  foundations  of  it,  and  make 
way  for  new  meafures  on  one  fide  or  other,  which  will 
in  time  prove  deftruftive  to  both  ;  I  cannot  but  inter- 
pret  this  as  the  effedt  of  their  diftaíle  or  envy  at  the 
king’s  prefent  miniftry,  and  the  courfeofhis  counfels* 
which  have  not  gained  greater  honour  abroad,  ñor 
perhaps  fafety  and  good-will  at  home,  by  any  thing, 
than  by  our  late  afiances  fo  renowned  here,  and  there- 
by  the  ftop  we  have  given  to  the  progrefs  of  theFrench 
greatneís.  And  therefore  it  muft  come  from  the  in  • 
nuence  of  fome,  who  would  be  glad  to  lee  not  only 
our  afiance  íhake n  or  changed  abroad,  but  our  minf 
ftry  at  home  too  •,  which  I  fhall  be  forry  to  fee,  till 
the  king  can  find  better  hands  for  himielf  and  the 
kingdom  to  place  it  in  :  and  whenever  that  happens, 
as  much  as  I  am  your  lordfnip’s  fervant,  1  íhall  be 
very  weil  contentea,  and  fo  I  daré  fay  will  you  toa 
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Jfyour  lordíhip  fhou  Id  imagine  any  particular  envy  or 
pique  at  me  or  my  employment  herc  may  liave  con- 
rributed  to  the  difficulties  which  have  fucceeded  in  this 
bufmefs  •,  and  that  our  merchants,  or  thofe  that  in- 
fluence  them,  believe  it  would  thrivebetter  in  anyother 
hand,  I  will  beg  oí  you  not  to  be  fwayed  by  confi- 
derations  of  kindnefs  to  me  in  a  matter  of  public  con- 
cernment  •,  ñor  tofear,  that  whenever  this  employment: 
falls  you  íhall  be  troubled  with  me  at  home,  as  great 
miniflers  ufe  to  be  with  men  out  of  office  :  for  while 
the  king’s  bufinefs  goes  well,  it  is  not  two  ííraws  mat¬ 
ter  whether  fuch  a  body  as  I  have  any  íhare  in  it  or  no. 

And  there  is  an  end  of  all  the  reflexions  1  have  had 
upon  the  moít  troublefome  and  untoward  bufmefs 
that,  I  thank.God,  I  ever  had  in  my  life,  or,  I  hope, 
íhall  ever  have  again  :  and  perhaps  I  am  miftaken  in 
them  all.  However,  if  your  lordfhip  can  pardon  this, 
you  íhall  be  fure  not  to  be  troubled  in  halle  with  any 
more  of  it  from,  my  lord,  yours,  &cj 

Tú  my  lord  Atlingtdru 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  7,  N.  S.  1669.' 

IWas  very  glad  to  find  your  lordíhip,  in  your  laít, 
upon  your  journey  into  thecountry,  bécaufe  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  the  exercife  or  diverfions  you  ufu- 
ally  allow  yourfelf,  are  what  your  health  requires,  and 
V/hat  your  cares  and  troubles  deferve  I  am  fure, 
in  the  profpedl  I  have  of  them,  I  am  fo  far  from  envy- 
ing  them  with  all  their  gay  circumílances,  that  I  think 
your  lordíhip  has  a  very  hard  bargain  of  them  altoge- 
ther ^  unlefs  it  be  oneday  madeup  to  you  by  theglory 
and  fatisfaflion of  fome great  füccefs  in  thepurfuitvou 
intend  of  his  majeíly’s  and  the  kingdom’s  honour, 
fafety,  and  happinefs  ;  which  I  doubt  will  need  fome 
ímonger  couníels  than  men  feem  at  prefent  difpofed 
to :  but  this  is  none  of  my  bufmefs. 

Yojb.  I'.  jv 
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I  cannot  give  your  lordíhip  any  account  of 
you  fay  is  made  a  great  matter  of  by  fomebody  to  a 
prívate  hand,  about  the  difficulties  intended  by  Spair* 
in  the  two  laft  Swediíb  payments,  with  defign  of  mak- 
ing  new  demands  t  I  am  only  in  pain  at  prefent  to  fee 
the  firít  payment  finiíhed,  which  is  not  yet  arrived,  but 
expedled  by  the  ftrft  courier.  When  that  is  done,  and 
the  guaranty  delivered  by  Sweden,  as  well  as  us  and 
Holíand,  I  íhall  be  in  no  great  fear  befides  that  of  the 
Spaniíh  king’s  death,  or  of  Spain  falling  into  fome 
agreement  or  other  with  France  for  the  exchano-e  of 
Flanders,  by  feeing  fo  great  a  war  ftill  entailed  upon  it, 
and  their  neighbours  unwiiling  to  íhare  fo  far  in  their 
dangers,as  perhaps  itvvere  our  and  the  Dtitch  interett 
to  do.  I  am  fare  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  that  mon- 
archy,  if  I  wereof  their  council,  I  fhotild  be  of  advice 
to  do  it  whenever  trance  would  be  content  upon  it  to 
quit  all  pretence  to  the  reft  of  the  Spaniíh  dominions : 
and  perhaps  it  were  vvife  for  France  to  get  Flanders  by 
that  or  any  other  quiet  condition  :  for  within  two  years 
after  he  were  well  poífeíled  of  that  little  fpot  of  ground 
I  doubt  no  prince  or  ftate  in  Chriftendom  would  pre- 
tend  todifputeany  more  with  him  then,  than  the  S'pa- 
niard  does  now.  But  thefe  are  events  to  be  confidered 
by  men  in  greater  fpheres  than  I  am,  and  perhaps 
deferve  to  be  a  little  more  thought  on  than  they 
are. 

I  have  received  and  returned  a  viíit  with  the  Frenen 
ambalfador ;  fo  that  we  are  upon  as  good  terms  as 
can  be.  My  lord  Culpepper  paífed  this  way  laft  week ; 
and  upon  that  occafion  I  cannot  but  defire  your  lord- 
fhip  to  let  me  know  more  particularly  from  you,  how 
I  am  to  treat  any  Englilh  lord  as  to  the \hand  and  door  in 
my  own  houfe :  for  though  theFrench  example  is  givert 
me,  as  to  all  public  minifters,  yet  there  is  nothing 
fpecified  as  to  other  períons  ;  and  if  I  am  to  follow 
it  in  this  and*  other  particulars*  1  defire  to  have  fome- 
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thiñg  from  hís  majefty’s  pofitive  commands  to  bear  me 
out,  as  the  French  ambaífadors  have,  and  as  methinks 
the  cafe  deferves :  íince  I  am  told,  the  innovation  be- 
gan  i n  monfieurComiilges’s  time  in  England,  and  thaü, 
before  the  orders  he  received  in  it,  he  gave  the  hand 
to  all  gentlemen  ofqualityin  England,  and  to  all  per- 
fons  of  great  quality  or  famiíies,  thoiigh  of  his  own  na- 
tion  :  and  that  my  lord  St.  Albans  ever  gave  it  to  all 
EngliHi  lords  while  he  was  am  bailador  at  París  j 
though  it  feems  my  lord  Flolles  changed  it  upon  the 
French  ambaífador’s  doing  ib  iri  England. 

I  know  not  whát  my  father  faid  to  your  lordfhip  con- 
cerning  the  trifle  you  mention  in  the  end  of  your  let- 
tér :  and  I  aró  fure  you  might  very  well  have  fpared 
yourfelf  the  trouble  of  taking  notice  of  it ;  as  1  may 
do  of  giving  your  lordfhip  any  farther  aífurances  of 
what  will  never  fafi  you  ;  which  is  the  hearty  paffioii 
and  truth  wherewith  í  am  and  ever  íhall  be,  my  lord* 
your  lordfhip’s^  fsfa 

j To  Sir  Charles  Woíféíy . 

SIR$  ,  .  ¿  Hague,  Aüg.  io,  N.  S. 

I  Received  fdrrie  time  fince  the  favour  of  a  letter  froni 
you  of  May  9th  %  but  hearing  by  your  fon  that 
you  had  ibón  after  left  the  town,  and  finding  how  ill 
fortune  one  of  mine  had  met  with  in  lying  five  or  fix 
tnonths  before  it  carne  to  your  hands,  I  omitted  the 
acknowledging  yours  tilll  might  prefume  on  finding 
you  fooner  by  my  father*s  conveyance,  to  whofe  care 
1  have  committed  this,  upon  informaban  of  his  jour* 
fley  by  your  hoitfe  into  Ireland.  Were  it  ñot  for  ac* 
quitting  my  debt,  and  afiunng  yotí  of  yoiir  fon’s 
health,  and  welcome  hete  while  it  may  be  any  cafe  to 
you  or  impfovement  to  him,  I  íliould  have  little  to 
bear  me  out  in  giving  you  this  trouble  :  for  tile  return 
of  your  compliments  would  but  multiply  them  be- 
tvfeen  us ;  and  that  is  a  íbrt  of  exercife  in  which  í  a  ni 
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iüonout  of  breath,  as  having  but  a  fmall  ítock  of 
thoíe  more  refined  imaginations  which  are  required  tcr 
make  up  any  great  abilities  in  that  kind.  Therefore 
1  ínall  end  an  empty  ill  letter  as  íoon  as  I  can  *,  but  not 
\vithout  the  proíeffions  oí  my  being5  fir,  your  nioít 
humble  íervant. 


To  the  SpaniJJo  cimbaffador9 


1 


Hague,  Aug. 
My  Lord,  13,  N .S.  1669. 
Was  in  hopes  the  affair  now 
under  debate  could  have 
met  with  no  reply  to  vvhat  I 
writ  yeíferday  to  your  excel- 
fency :  but  having  obferved  the 
contrary  by  yours  of  this  even- 
ing,  I  am  obliged  to  fay,  that 
I  thoughr,  upon  our  laíi  con- 
ference,  1  had  left  your  excel- 
lency  entirely  períuaded,  that 
the  conífable  was  in  the  wrong 
to  raife  a  difíiculty  about  the 
ñríf  payment  upon  the  concert 
propofed,  becaufe  there  was 
110  mention  of  it  in  the  aft 
áigned  by  your  excellency.  I 
íhall  fay  farther,  that  you  have 
reafon  at  prefent,  if  in  that  acf 
you  íhall  find  (either  expreíTed 
or  implied )  th efe  words  of  the 
güaranty,  Y  las  injlrnmentos 
neceffarios  dependientes  de  ella . 
If  thefe  words  are  not  there, 
the  party  contradfing  cannot 
bring  them  in  by  any  interpre- 
tation  of  bis  own,  without 
confent  of  the  other  party,  or 
fcntence  of  fome  arbitrator : 
bdides,  that  this  of  the  concert 

does 
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De  la  Haye ,  le  r  3 
Monfieur ,  Aoüt,  S .  N .  1 669. 

Avois  efperé  que  Paffaire 
J!  dont  il  s9agit  a  prejent  ne 
trcuveroit  plus  d’ob/lacles ,  & 
qidil  ríy  auroit  point  de  replique 
a  ce  que  f  ecr ivi s  hier  a  (d.  E, 
Arláis  comme  fay  vú  le  contraire 
par  votre  lettre  écrite  ce  Joir 
méme¡  je  me  crois  obligé  de  dire$ 
qdil  m9  avoit  paru  que  lefruit  de 
tiotre  derniere  conference  avoit 
tte  de  laiffer  V .  E .  pleinement 
perfuadée ,  que  le  connétable  de 
Caffille  avoit  tort  de fufciter  une 
difficulté  touchant  le  premier 
payement  fur  le  concert  proposé \ 
puifqid  il  ríen  ejl  point  fait  men~ 
tion  dans  Padie  Jigné  par  V .  E„ 
ff  ajouter ay  d  cela ,  que  vous  au~ 
riez  aujourdhuy  raijon ,  fi  dans 
cet  adte  vous  trouviezou  exprimes 
ou  foufentendus  les  mots  de  gua  - 
rantie ,  Y  los  i n (frumentos  ne- 
ceíTarios  dependientes  de  el¬ 
la.  Si  pareils  mots  riy  font  pas> 
un  des  partís  contradlans  nepeut 
pas  les  y  paire  entrer  par  une  in - 
terpretation  de  fa  fa<yon ,  dmoins 
que  le  confe ntcmcnt  de  Vau- 
tre  partí  iniervicntie ,  ou  que  de 
-  .  pw$ 
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^oes  not  abfolutely  or  of  ne- 
ceílity  import  any  thing  tothe 
fecurity  of  the  guaranty :  for, 
provided  we  execute  it  as  the 
wants  of  Spain  require,  it  is 
of  no  importance  whether  it 
be  done  with  fuch  or  fuch  a 
number  of  troops,  either  of 
one  or  the  other  nation,  íince 

that  is  to  beconcerted  accord- 

/ 

ing  to  the  different  interefts  or 
conveniences  of  each  party  : 
and  it  may  happen  that  the 
attack  from  France  may  be  fo 
powerful,  that  it  will  be  ne- 
ceíTary  for  each  of  us  to  aíTift 
3Tou  with  all  the  forces  we  can 
•raife  or  equip,  according  to 
the  general  guaranty,  and  not 
according  to  any  concert  of 
íorces  fpecified  in  the  treaty. 


I  do  not  accufe  Spain  of  any 
want  of  fincerity  in  all  this  af- 
/air,  but  only  of  readinefs  and 
freenefs  to  confent  to,  and  ac- 
comphíh  what  was  abfolutely 
•neceilary  for  engaging  Sweden 
•in  the  preíérvati-on  of  the 
peace.  And  on  the  other  fide, 
your  excellency  cannot  accufe 
the  fincerity  of  the  king  my 
maíler ;  who  at  the  loweíí 
of  your  afFairs,  and  when 
FJanders  was  defperate,  gave 
the  firít  helping  hand  (when 
the  princes  neareft  allied  to 
ihe  crown  of  Spain  would  have 

nothing 
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part  (Tautre  on  convienne  de 
s9 en  rapporter  d  la  decifion  di  un 
arbitre  ;  fans  ccnter  que  celuy 
de  concert  luy-méme  n  importe 
point  abfolument  ni  necefaire - 
?ncnt  d  la  jccurité  de  la  gua - 
rantie :  car  pourvü  que  nous 
r exccutions  felón  le  befoin  des 
a ff aires  di Ej pague ,  ii  import - 
era  peu  qtiavec  un  tel  ou  un  tel 
nombre  de  troupes ,  cu  que  ces 
troupes  appartiennent  d  une  des 
deux  nations  plutbt  qii  d  1' cu¬ 
tre  ;  car  fi  P on  doit,agir  de  con¬ 
cert  c  efl  felón  les  diver s  ínter ets 
&  les  differentes  commodités  de 
chacune  des  parties .  Et  memc 
il  peut  arriver ,  que  les  invafi- 
ons  &  les  at  taques  de  la  France 
feroient  fe  re doubt ables,  qiiil  fera 
neceffaire  que  chacun  de  nous  raf  - 
f emble  tout  ce  quil  peut  de forces 
fur  pied,  ayant  égard  d  Pinten- 
tion  de  la  guarantie  en  general , 
íff  non  d  quelques  cas  particuliers 
fpecifics  dans  le  traite . 

Je  11  accufe  pas  PEfpagne 
di  av  oír  manqué  de  fine  erke  dans 
tout  le  CGurs  de  cette  ajf  aire,  mais 
dlavoir  manqué  de  promptitude 
&  fr anchi  fe  d  ac-complir  ce  qui 
leur  etoit  abfolument  neceffaire 
pour  engager  la  Suede  dans  la 
confervation  de  la  paix  ;  fur  ce¬ 
la  je  diray  anff  d  V .  E.  quelle 
ne  peut  pas  accufer  la  fncerité 
du  roy  mon  maltre  ;  lors  que 
Pétat  de  vos  ajf  aires  étoit  le  plus 
deploré ,  &  que  tous  les  paita¬ 
bas  étoient  comme  au  defefpoir , 
il  a  le  premier  mis  la  main  d 
P ouvroge  (quand  les  princes  les 
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fíothing  to  do  in  it)  contra&ed 
his  alliances  laft  wjnter,  íent  a 
fleet  to  fea  the  fummer  follow- 
ing,  fent  ambaffadors  to  Aix 
Ja  Chapelle,  founded  the  triple 
alliance,  and  follicit,ed  other 
princes  to  join  in  it :  and  all 
this  only  to  begin  and  pro¬ 
cure  a  peace,  wherein  neither 
bis  dorpinions  ñor  people  werp 
concerned  ;  ñor  (with  permif 
fion  of  great  reafoners)  had 
any  profpe<5t  cf  future  dangers, 
but  what  would  concern  the 
empire  and  all  the  refl  of 
Chriftendom,  before  his  ma< 
jeíly  or  his  kingdoms  could  be 
cxpofed  to  it. 
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For  what  your  excellepcy 
defires  to  know,  why  mon- 
¡fieur  Marechal  having  faid, 
there  would  be  no  diíHculty  in 
cpncluding  and  ratifying  the 
concert,  there  íhould  notwith- 
ílanding  prove  to  be  any  in 
<ioing  it  at  prefent ;  I  will  tell 
you,  that  the  two  miniílers 
oí  Sweden,  in  all  that  has  paf- 
fed  between  us,  have  not  on¬ 
ly  faid,  but  flill  períiflr,  that 
fchey  were  ready  to  enter  into 
the  t  a  i  d  concert,  and  in  tended 
to  do  fo  before  monfieur  Ma¬ 
nchal  goes  (rom  henee  (upon 

which 


William  Temple , 

plus  proches  de  la  couronne  efE/-- 
pague  rí y  vouloient  pas  tcucher ) 
tout  rhyver  dernier  fa  majefle 
a  empíoyé  a  fair  traiter  fes  al - 
liances ,  &  <3  faire  équiper  une 
flote  qui  a  paru  enmer\  Pete 
fuivante  il  a  envoy $  fes  ambaf- 
fadeurs  d  Aix  la  Chop  elle ,  il  a 
cemente  la  triple  afiance ,  fcf 
fait  foliciter  divers  princes  de 
dyjoindre  en  plus  grand  nopibre  ; 
tout  cela  dans  la  veue  A  ache - 
miner  &  de  procurer  une  p,ix, 
quf  ne  rendoit  ríen  d  Jes  états 
ni  d  fes  p  cuplés ,  puf  que  les  un\ 
&  les  autres  etoient  d  couvert 
des  ravages  de  la  guerre.  Car 
migré  tout  ce  qu’il  plait  aux 
grands  dijcoureurs  ddnfinuer 
de  publier ,  les  dangers  qui  me T 
fiacent  V Anglet erre ,  &  que  la, 
politique  a  dü  pr'evoir ,  ces  dan - 
gers  regar doient  &  V empire  en 
par  ti  culi  er ,  &  tout  la  chretiente 
en  general  de  plus  pres  que  fa 
majeflé  &  fes  royaumes. 

1^»  E»  demande,  pourquoy 
monfieur  Marechal  ayant  dit 
qfil  n’y  auroit  aucune  dificulté 
a  conc¡ure  &  d  ratifier  le  con - 
ceit,  11  s  y  en  trouve  pourtant 
aujourdhuy  ;  je  vous  diray  fur 
cela,  que  les  deux  miniflres  da 
Suede  fur  tous  les  points  dif cutes 
entre  eux  &  mus  non  feule - 
ment  nous  ont  dit ,  mais  Us  per - 
fijleni  toujours  a  dire,  qu'ik 
'etoient  préts  d  entrer  dans  le  dit 
concert,  qu  Us  avoient  me  me 
prétendu  le  faire  avant  le  dé  parí 
de  monfieur  Marechal,  quelque 
Jrefsé  qipil  paroiJJe\  que  leur 
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wfiich  however  he  is  extreme- 
¡y  preífed)  but  that  they  never 
sntended  to  enter  iuto  it  before 
■the  payment  of  the  firíl  fubfi- 
dies,  which  ought  to  have 
been  made  upon  the  mutual 
delivery  of  the  ratification ; 
faying  withal,  that  they  would 
pever  allow  that  this  money 
ought  to  pafs  íor  payment  of 
the  particular  aids  they  were 
to  give  Spain  by  virtue  of  the 
triple  alliance.  I  have  always 
found  them  fo  ftiff  upon  that 
point,  that  I  have  been  a  long 
time  in  defpair  of  overcoming 
their  nicety:  it  remains  there- 
fore  to  Spain  to  confider  whe- 
ther  the  guaranty  of  three  fuch 
powers  be  worth  giving  this 
little  fatisfa&ion  to  Sweden  ; 
and  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  to  the  purpofe,when  the 
fecond  term  expires  to  prefs 
us  then  upon  the  concert,  if 
you  íhall  not  fee  it  finifhed  : 
but  by  all  means  to  procure 
2S  foon  as  poílible,  that  the 
general  guaranty  be  put  into 
your  hands :  and  I  do  not 
doubt,  but  according  to  the 
difpofitions  I  fee  on  all  fides, 
that  the  concert  will  quickly 
follow,  though  your  exceilen- 
cy  fhould  no  more  concern 
yourfelf  with  urging  us  to 
what  we  are  drawn  by  the  in¬ 
terdi:  of  every  particular  party 
well  as  the  public. 

I  wiíh  your  excellency 
bealth  and  happinefs  $  and 
am,  idc. 

7c 
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pernee  ría  jamais  ét'e  ¿Cattendre 
d  faite  cette  demarche ,  que  le 
payement  des  premier s  fubfdes , 
fxé  au  tenis  que  l'echange  de 
la  ratification  Jeroit  dclivrée .  lis 
ajoutent  á  cela ,  quils  ne  confen- 
tiront  jamais ,  que  cet  argent 
puijfe  pafer  pour  le  prix  id  la 
recompenfe  quils  s' engageroient 
de  donner  d  /’  Efpagne  en  ver  tu 
de  la  triple  allí  atice „  Je  les  ay 
trouves  ft  roids  fur  cet  articley 
que  f  ay  defejpcre  il  y  a  longtcms 
dé  vaincre  leur  de  li  cate  fe.  II 
rejle  done  pour  /’ Efpagne  d  ex  - 
aminer  id  d  bien  pefer ,  fi  la 
guarantie  de  trois  puiffancestelles 
que  celles  qui  fe  prej entente  ne 
vout  pas  bien  qu  on  cede  a  lá 
Suede  la  legere  fatisfaélion  qu9 elle 
demande .  Je  voudrois  que  V Ef¬ 
pagne  confedérate  s’il  ne  feroit 
pas  plus  a  propos  d'attendre  d 
nous  preffer  fur  U  concerté  que 
le  terme  du  fecond  payement  füt 
écheu ,  Ji  tout  n  etoit  entierement 
conclu  ;  mais  en  tout  cas  de  pro  - 
curer  au  plutot  que  la  guarantie 
generóle  vous  foit  mi  fe  en  mains . 
fe  ne  doute  pas ,  veu  les  difpo- 
fitions  ou  je  trouve  tous  les  éf- 
prits ,  que  le  concert  ne  fuive 
immediaiementy  id  Jans  que  V. 
E.  ait  la  peine  de  nous  preffer 
davantage  :  en  cette  r encontré 
notre  propre  interet  fe  trouve 
joint  d  celuy  du  publique . 

Je  fouhaite  a  V.  E.  la  fante 
id  laprofperité  quede  defre  j  id 
fuis3  &c. 


Al 
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5  6  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

To  the  Spanijh  ambajjador,  Al  Ambaxador  de  Efpanna, 


Hague,  Aug.  14, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1669. 
J  Received  your  excellency’s 
letter  laíl  night,  as  I  was 
rnaking  my  difpatchesforEng- 
land,  in  which  I  immediate- 
ly  enclofed  it,  that  the  king 
my  rnaíler  may  fee  in  what 
this  aíFair  hasended.  Porche 
Complaints  your  excellency  is 
pleaíed  to  make  of  me,  as  ha- 
vmg  hindered  inftead  of  ad~ 
vapcing  an  agreement  fo 
much  defired  ;  1  íhalj  not  d.e- 
fend  myfelf  with  words,  if  my 
adlions  have  not  done  it ;  ñor 
think  myfelf obliged,  whatever 
has  pafed  in  this  affair,  to 
give  account  of  it  to  any  body 
hut  the  king  my  mafter.  I 
am  not  the  fírí}  minifler, 
whofe  fervices  to  Spain  have 
had  no  returns  hut  of  reproach 
and  ingratitude,  which  I  íhall 
not  lay  to  hcart,  fmceour  part 
is  only  to  obey.  However,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  had  been 
more  prud.ence  in  the  Spaniíh 
miniílers  to  acknowledge  al] 
(the  king  mymaíler  has  treated 
and  done  for  18  mopths  paíl 
in  favour  of  that  crown,  than 
to  accufe  his  majefty  upon 
every  occaíion,  either  to  have 
done  nothing,  or  only  what 
he  found  convenient  to  him- 
felf :  fmce  the  true  way  of  en  - 
gaging  a  generous  mind  in  new 
pblig2tions?  is  to  be  thankful 
-  for 


De  la  Haya,  Auga 

Senr.  14,  S  N.  1669» 

/J  Noche  recebi  la  de  V. 

A  fiándome  en  mis  difpachos 
para  la  Inglatiera ,  en  los  quales 
la  he  luego  encerrado ,  para  que 
vea  el  rey  mi  fennor  en  que 
punto  a  parado  efe  negocio .  Por 
lo  que  Je  va  F.  E.  que x ando  de 
mi 5  como  el  que  atrafava  el  con¬ 
cierto  tan  defado ,  en  lugar  de 
encaminarlo  \  yo  ne  me  voy  de¬ 
fendiendo  con  razones ,  f  las  ob¬ 
ras  no  me  defienden.  Sea  lo  que 
fuera  de  mi ,  que  no  tengo  de 
refiponder  a  ninguno  de  lo  que 
hago  en  cfta  materia ,  fii  no  al 
rey  mi  fennor ,  y  no  foy  yo  el 
primero  minifro  a  quien  avien¬ 
do  bien  merecido  de  Efpanna ,  fié 
lo  reconoce  con  defagradecerle  to¬ 
dos  fus  oficios  \  pero  no  importa , 
porque  no  tenemos  nos-otros  otra 
parte  en  los  negocios ,  f  no  de 
obediencia .  A  lo  menos  me  parece 
que  los  minifros  de  Efpanna 
hizieran  mas  prudentemente  de 
agradecer  al  rey  mi  fennor 5 
loque  ha  negociado  y  obrado  def- 
pues  de  anno  y  medio  pa fados  en 
favor  de  las  cofas  de  efia  corona , 
que  no  de  accufar  fu  magefad  a 
cada  punto ,  o  de  no  haver  hecho 
nada,  o  averio  todo  hecho  por  fu 
propria  convenieniia  ;  porque  el 
verdadero  ?nedio  para  empennar 
un  efpiritu  generofo  en  nuevo§ 
beneficios ,  es  agradecerle  algo  de 
loj  pa fados ,  y  mas  prefe  a  gran* 
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fortheold,  andratherencrcafe 
than  lellen  what  a  king  and 
a  friend  has  done,  at  leaft 
with  fo  much  deñre  of  fuc- 
ceeding  well. 

Since  your  excellency  is 
pleafed  to  give  fo  wrong  a  turn 
to  what  I  writ  with  fo  good 
intentions,  I  will  fay  nothing 
to  excufe  it,  but  ííill  repeat 
what  I  faid  before;  that  to  me 
it  feetns  more  reafonabje  that 
you  íhould  prefs  the  Swediíh 
miniñers  upon  this  agreement, 
if  you  think  the  time  of  the 
íecond  fubñdies  not  yet  run 
out :  becaufe  it  is  plain,  that 
thefirftpayment  (byyourown 
adl)  was  to  be  made  upon  the 
íigning  the  ratiñcations  of  the 
guaranty,  without  any  other 
condition ;  and  there  being 
three  diftindl  acfs  from  the 
three  parties,  your  excellency 
Jias  very  artificially  made  men- 
tion  both  of  that  of  the  gua¬ 
ranty,  and  the  other  of  con- 
cert,  whereas  that  of  the  gua¬ 
ranty  ought  only  to  be  given 
to  Spain ;  and  that  of  concert, 
butcommunicated  as  an  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  three  parties 
entered  into  the  triple  alliance. 
With  aíl  this,  your  excellen¬ 
cy  may  fee,  that  when  I  faid 
this,  I  told  you  at  the  fame 
time,  that  there  was  no  doubt, 
afterhavinggiven  the  guaran^ 
ty,  and  that  the  Swedes  had 
received  their  firft  payment. 
Che  agreement  would  be  con- 
fcrted  too  ;  and  this  I  (lili  be- 
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dccer  que  no  yr  fiempre  difini - 
nuyenod ,  lo  que  un  rey  amigo  a  he¬ 
cho  ala  menos  con  buena  volun¬ 
tad, 

Puefque  V.  E,  fe  gufla  de  to¬ 
mar  a  tuerto  loque  yo  he  efcritto 
a  derecho ,  yo  no  le  he  de  impedir y 
pero  me  voy  redlziendo ,  qm  a  mi 
parecer  tuviera  mas  razón  de 
appretar  los  minljlros  de  Suecia 
fobre  ejle  concierto ,  Jt  veyra  que 
no  fe  havra  acabado  al  figundi 
termino  de  los  fubfidios  ;  porque 
es  cofa  evidente  por  fu  proprio 
adío,  que  el  primero  pagamiento 
fe  ha  de  cumplir  con  la  extra  di - 
ti  en  de  las  ratificationes  de  la 
guarencia  fin  otra  condición ;  y 
que  fiendo  tres  adtos  diflindios  de 
las  tres  partes ,  por  ejlo  V,  E,  a 
hecho  mención  de  los  adiós  degua- 
rentia ,  y  otro  de  concierto  como 
V .  E.  va  concluyendo  aova  con 
mucha  agudeza ,  porque  el  adío 
de  concierto  no  fe  devia  dar  a  la 
Efpanna  como- el  de  la  guarentia^ 
fi  no  communiccrla  filamente  co - 
mo  un  accuerdo  entre  las  partes 
de  la  triple  allianpa,  Con  todo 
ejla  muy  bien  pudiera  ver  V.  E. 
que  en  di  zi  en  do  ejlo  he  dicho  tan 
bien  que  no  havia  duda ,  que  defi 
pues  de  haver  dado  las  guaren - 
ti  as,  y  recebido  la  Sueeia  el  di¬ 
nero  del  primero  termino,  fi  aca¬ 
bara  el  concierto ,  y  lo  creo  tan 
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Heve  from  the  intereft  the 
Swedes  have  in  it,  to  fecure  the 
Qther  payments  ;  and  Holland 
yet  more  either  to  preferve  the 
peace,  or  in  cafe  a  war  íhould 
happen,  to  fecure  a  ítrongand 
powerful  defence  from  Flan- 
ders,  which,  next  to  their  own 
towns,  is  what  they  are  near- 
concerned  in.  I  muft  repeat 
again  what  I  faid  of  his  ma- 
jeífy,  that  i f  the  Swedes  and 
theDutch  caníind  theway  of 
agreeing  this  affair,  it  wiJl 
never  be  laid  to  the  king  my 
maílcr’s  charge  if  they  do  not 
fee  a  good  end  of  it.  But  I 
have  entered  deep  enough  in- 
to  the  thoughts  of  the  Swedes 
upon  this  point,  to  be  abfo- 
J  lutely  of  opinión,  that  they 
will  never confent  to  the  agree- 
jnent,  till  they  have  received 
their  firft  payment.  Moníieur 
Marechal  having  only  heard 
íome  expresión  of  your  excel- 
Icncy's  upon  this  affair,  carne 
knmediately  to  defire  I  would 
go  to  you,  and  inform  myfelf 
of  the  truth  of  it,  and  bring  a 
pofitive  aníwer  from  yon  ; 
íwearing,  that  if  this  were 
your  refolution,  the  Swedes 
could  very  well  contení  them- 
felves  without  the  rrioney : 
and  that  for  his  part,  he  was 
jefolved  .to  leave  the  Hague 
to-morrow ;  and  about  four  or 
üve  days  ago,  monfieur  Ap- 
pleboom  fent  his  fecretary  to 
tell  me,  he  had  heard  fome- 
íhing  to  this  purpofe,  of  your 
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WilUam  Temple, 

bien  porque  veo  a  la  Suecia  ínter • 
ejjacla  en  ello  por  affeguarfe  de 
los  otros  términos ,  y  tan  bien  por 
lo  que  efpera  en  Juccediendo  la 
guerra  y  la  Olanda  Jla  aun  mas 
Ínter  effada  para  afjegurar  tanto 
mas  la  pazy  o  en  cafo  de  guerra 
une  fuerte  y  bajlante  deferfa  del 
pays ,  baxo  como  tocando  les  muy 
apretadamente  y  mas  que  otra 
cofa  defpuesde fus  proprias  villas . 
T  lo  que  he  dicho  del  rey  mi 
fennor ,  lo  digo  otra  vez,  que  ac- 
cor dando  felá  Suecia  y  la  Olanda 
en  las  particularidades  del  con¬ 
cierto, ,  no  tendrá  a  fu  magejlad 
de  no  accobarlo.  Pero  avien - 
dome  yo  harto  efcudr innado  los 
fentimentos  de  los  Suecos  en  ejle 
negocio ,  foy  enteramente  del  par¬ 
ecer  que  nunca  han  de  tocar  al 
concierto  antes  de  haver  recebido 
el  primero  termino 3  porque  el 
fennor  lidarechal  aviendo  enten¬ 
dido  f o  lamente  alguna  c  o  fita  que 
V.E.  avia  dicho  a  efle  propoftoy 
me  venia  luego  fupplicar  de  yr 
me  a  V E .  di  informar  me  de  lio , 
y  tirar  una  refpuejla  caregorica 
fobra  ejla  materia  ;  jurando  tal 
fueffa  la  refolution  de  V E.  que 
la  Suecia  fe  pajjar  i  a  muy  bien  del 
dinero  ;  y  que  para  el flava  de¬ 
terminado  de  falir  la  mannana  de 
la  Haya.  Y  no  ay  mas  que  qua - 
tro  o  cinco  dias  que  el  fennor  dp- 
pleboom  me  ha  empiado  fu  fecre - 
tarto  para  que x arfe  de  la  mifma 
manera  di  haver  la  fegunda  vez 
.entendido  tal  cofa  de  P.  E.  en 
ello,  Pero  ft  puede  di  [poner 
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¿xcellency  ;  and  to  complain 
oí’  it.  But  if  you  can  other- 
*yife  difpofe  both  the  Swedes 
and  the  Dutch,  as  to  me  it 
feems  by  yourletter  you  ima¬ 
gine,  I  íhall  extremely  rejoice 
at  your  fucceís,  and  applaud 
you*r  diligence,  though  you 
are  ío  little  pleafed  with  mine. 

I  cannot  tell  how  I  carne  to 
engage  fo  far  in  a  language  I 
know  fo  imperfebtly  ;  if  you 
yo  underftand  me,  it  is  all  I 
deíire.  God  preferve  your 
cxcellency  many  years.  i  kifs 
your  excellency’s  hands,  and 
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y  los  Suecos  y  los  Olcnchzes  de  o-* 
tra  manera  ( como  me  parece 
immaginar  en  fu  carta )  para 
mi  me  huelgare  de  fu  fu  ce  ¡fi,  y 
mucho  he  de  alabar  fus  diligentiasy 
aunque  tampoco  f  contento  de  las 
mías. 

No  fe  como  me  he  mpannado 
tan  adelante  en  mi  ge'  rgonfu  de 
EfparinoL  V.  E>  le  h  ?  de  par- 
donnary  con  que  le  hecha  de  en  - 
tender ,  baflay  Guarde  Dios  a 
V .  E.  los  annos  que  la  deffeof 


Your  moíl  bumble  fervant*  B.  L.  M.  D.  V.  E.  &c, 

í,  i 


Aouft, ....  1669, 
Sentence  donnee  fur  l’affaire  de  Portugal  &  de  la 
Hollande,  par  1’ambalTadeur  de  l’Angleterre, 
á  qui  les  deux  parties  avoient  remis  la  decifion. 
finale  de  leurs  differences,  non  pas  comme 
ambaíTadeur  d’Angleterre,  mais  comme  Che- 
valier  Temple. 


Onfieur  V ambajfadeur  de  Portugal  id  monfieur  le 

_ _ penjiennaire  de  Witt  ayant  trouve  a  propos  de 

communiquer  a  V ambajfadeur  d’Angleterre  les  points  qui 
ont  ejlé  fi  longtems  en  difpute  fur  l’  accommodement  proposé 
entre  le  Portugal  id  la  Hollande ; 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d’  Anglet  erre  a  trouve  fur  la premier e 
(onference  avec  les  deux  parties ,  que  la  principale  dijf  cuité 
qui  refteit  a  demíler ,  efioit  fur  la  maniere  de  f aire  les  deux 
millions  cinq  cent  mille  cruzados  qui  ejloient  accordcs  par  le 
Portugal  a  la  Hollande ,  papable  a  dix  payements  égaux  -y 
fifi  d  dire ,  deux  cent  mille  cruzados  par  an. 

Le 


6o. 
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Le  ai t  ambajfadeur  d’Angleterre  avoit  aujji  remarqu\ 
4  j  la  mefile  conforme,  que  les  dmx parties  ejloient  d' ac¬ 
to,  d  que  kjdtís  payements  fe  feroient  par  les  droits  du ¡el  de 
Set  uva.,  qu  a  cet  efiet  chamn  d’eux  avoit  proposé  fon 

("■<¡.  0  a  en.  par  Icquel  .edil  ambajfadeur  dd  Angleterre  voyoit 
que  monjieur  l\ ambajfadeur  de  Portugal  je  prepofoit  que 
lef,,  ts  payements  entiers  je  feroient  par  l’affignation  defdits 
(i,  01  ts  dufelde  Setuval  pour  le  terme  de  drxfept  ou  dixhuit 
ans :  et  que •  monfteur  le  penfionnaire  de  Witt  fe  faifoit 
jOH  que  Iadite  debte  fe  pourroit  entierement  fatisfaire  felón 
jan  expedient  par  lejdiis  droits  aufel  de  Setuval  dans  le  terme 
de  vingt  ést  deux,  ou  vingt  &  trois  ans. 

Le  ait  ambajjadeur  d’Angleterre  ayant  avjfi  remarqué  que 
l  accommodement  jur  aucun  defdits  expedients  eftoit  defefperé 
íour  dtfficultezfur  la  maniere  de  payer  les  intereftsfdoni 
le[  deux  Parties  ne  pouvoient  aucunement  venir  au  bout  a 
trouve  bon  de propejer  comme  un  expedient  entre  deux ,  que  le 
Portugal  ajjigneroü  a  la  Hcllande  les  droits  du  jel  de  Setuval 
pour  jpfoe  ae  vingt  ans  en  fatisfablion  entiere  de  Iadite 
Ú£btef  J!  ^  Portugal  ne  trouvoit  pas  que  la  Hollande  eut  re- 
ceuja  Jatisfadhon  entiere  en  moindre  tems  ■  &  au'en  t°l 
k¿,,  terme  fe, oí.  retr anche  apnés  .elle  faütfJA  Jeb  jle. 

Le  dit  ambajfadeur  d'Angleterre  ayant  proposé  cet  expe - 
(Uent  a  chacun  des  deux  parties ,  monfteur  l’ ambajfadeur 
de  Portugal,  a  pns  du  tems  pour  le  confiderer-,  6?  monfteur 
le  penfionnaire  l  a  accepté  fur  la  condition fuivante,  fiavoir 
Ji  dans  atiame  ann:e  dudit  terme ,  lefdits  droits  du  [el  de 
Setuval  ne  monteront pas  a  la  valtur  de  cent  chimante  mille 
cruzados,  qu’ en  ce  cas  le  Portugal  dansl’année fuivante  fup. 
Plfera  en  jel  vahar  de  ce  qu’on  tr  ouvera  avoir  manqué  á  la~ 
dite  l  ann  e  precedente :  et  a  fin  que  les  payements  fie  pour, 
roient  parachever  en  moindre  temps,  le  Portugal  s’  oblinr oí t 

de  ne  haujfer  pas  le  prix  du  ¡el  pour  le  Hollandois ,  ni  de 
l  abaijjer  pour  les  autres. 

■p  P  ambajfadeur  d’Angleterre  ayant  communiqué  le 
mefme  j oír al  ambajfadeur  de  Portugal  Iadite  acceptation 
fous  la  condition  mentionn.e,  ils’accordaa  1’ expedient  de 

V  ambajfadeur 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State.  fíi 

P  ambajfadeur  d'Angleterre ,  id  aujft  a  la  conditicn  du  pcn - 
fionnaire ,  pour  ce  qui  efioit  de  ni  hanjjer  ni  abaijfer  le  prix 
dufel:  mais pour  V autre par  tic  de  la  conditicn ,  il  la  refufoit 
entier ementa  d  caufe  que  la  Hollande ,  ejiant  ajfeurce  par  la  de 
recevoir  en  fel  tout  ce  qui  manqueroit  chaqué  année  fur  les 
droits  du  fel  d  V accomplijfement  de  cent  cinquante  mtlle  cru¬ 
zados ,  fe  pouvoit  departir  de  tirer  dudit  Setuvalfi  grande 
quantité  du  fel ,  qué  elle  efioit  accoutumée  de  tirer  chaqué  an¬ 
née  par  le  pajj'e  ;  id  que  par  Id  le  royanme  de  Portugal  fe 
trouveroit  appauvri  áfaut  dudit  debit  or  din  aire  dufel ,  es? 
le  prince  fe  trouveroit  chargé  ddautant  qiiil  plairoit  d  la 
Hollande  fur  les  manquements  des  droits  annuels . 

Sur -ces  entrefaits  les  deux  parties  ejiant  entré  es  encere 
dans  une  conference  avec  V ambajfadeur  dé  Anglet erre ,  id 
ne  Py  pouvant  pas  accorder  non  plus  que  dans  la  precedente^ 
fur  aucun  des  expedients  proposés ,  ils  ont  a  la  fin  trouvé 
bon  de  convenir  enfemble  que  la  decifion  finale  de  toute  cette 
difpute  fe  feroit  par  P  arbitr  age  abfolu  dudit  ambajfadeur 
dé  Anglet  erre ,  pourveu  que  V  ambajfadeur  de  Portugal  con - 
fentiroit  que  la  v alear  du  fel  fe  regleroit  entierement  par  les 
cruzados ,  fans  aucun  egard  a  la  valeur  des  reys  fur  laquelle 
il  y  a  eu  aujfi  beaucoup  de  contraverfe  entre  les  deux  parties. 

En  vertu  de  cette  convention 5  ledit  ambajfadeur  dt* An¬ 
glet  erre  ayant  meurement  confideré  tout  ce  que  deffus ,  id 
aujfi  P  ínter  ejl  de  ces  deux  nations ,  aujfi  bien  que  de  leurs 
voifins  id  alliez ,  que  cette  ajfaire  ji  longtems  debattue ,  Je 
puijfe  enfin  terminen  a  Paimable ,  id  ne  tirer  pas  aigreur 
entre  les  deux  nations  par  des  difputes  ulterieures ;  declare 
id  juge  que  le  premier  expedient  proposé  par  ledit  ambaf- 
fadeur  touchant  les  vingt  années  ayant  ejle  d  ja  accepté  par 
les  deux  parties ,  demeurera  firme  id  valable  avec  ces  con¬ 
di  tions ,  que  la  Hollande  jera  obligo e  de  tirer  de  Setuval 
toutes  les  années  durant  ledit  terme ,  autant  de  Jel  qiPelle  a 
tire  dans  aucune  des  dix  ann  es  dernierement  pafsées :  mais 
qu' éneas  que  par  ledit  debit  du  fel \  les  droits  a  Setuval  ne  mon¬ 
ten  ont  pas  pour tant  j  ¡fiques  a  cent  cinquante  mille  cruzados 
dans  aucune  annse  dudit  terme  de  vingt  ans ?  que  le  Porta - 
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galfupp.elra  en  f el  l  année  fuivante  ce  qui  aura  manqué  $ 
laditefomme ,  pourveu  que  ledit  manquement  ri excede  pas  la 
* valeur  de  trente  mille  cruzados . 

Le  dit  ambaffadeur  d? Angleterre  juge  aujfi  équitable  qué 
la  tiollanae  ne  pretendr a  autre  fatisfaSUon  de  la  de  ble, 

hormis  lefdits  droits  du  fcl  de  Seluval  pour  ledit  terme  dé 
vmgt  anmes. 

Que  la  ■ valeur  du  fel  fera  contíe  par  cruzados ,■  fans  é- 

gard  a  quelque  autre  monnoye,pui¡qu'il  rí'y  a  eu  mention  dans 
le  traite  d  aucune  autre  efpéce. 

Et  quien  cas  que  Portugal  tr ouvera  a  propos  de  dechar- 
ger  quelque  part  de  la  debte  par  quelque  autre  mojen,  la 
ticllande  retranchera  aujfi  ledit  terme  en  proportion. 

To  my  lord  Arlington . 

HMy  Lord,  _  Hague,  Sept.  2,  N.  S.  t66g¿ 

Avina  received  his  majefty’s  letter  to  the  confiad 
ble  from  your  lordíhip’s  hands,  I  thought  it  was 
íit  for  me  to  return  his  anfwer  by  the  fame  way  •  and 
that  not  having  matter  enough  to  furnifh  two  letters 
this  ordinary,  your  lordíhip  would  be  content  to  re- 
ceive  the  whole  trouble  of  what  I  have  to  fay,  íince  yon 
Were  of  courfe  to  have  a  part  of  it. 

I  received  at  the  fame  time  vvith  this  of  his  maieílv' 
the  other  for  myíelf ;  and  the  fame  exprefs  brought 
another  for  the  States  ;  I  doubt,  all  in  the  fame  ftyle  5 
by  which  your  lordíhip  will  underftand  the  ill  ftate 
ofour  general  bufinefs  here.  Monfieur  Marechai  carne 
yefterday  to  vlfit  me,  and  told  me,  his  errand  was  to 
know  whedier  I  could  propofe  any  new  \yay  of  draw- 
ing  their  fatisfaéhon  from  Spain  ;  if  not,  whether  I 
would  give  any  hopes  of  their  having  it  from  his  ma- 
jefty  and  the  States :  and  if  neither  of  thefe,  what  I 
could  propofe  as  the  beft  way h  pour  fortir  de  cette  affaire 

mul°no%  m  0f  thÍS  °^air  ™,h  the  hefi  a,:d  >00 
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md  other  Mini/lers  of  State. 

¿e  la  meilleurt  grace i  id  fans  trcp  de  hruit : 
him,  for  the  firít,  I  was  at  a n  end  of  rny  own  invention, 
but  fhould  not  fail  however  of  cortfuiting  with  the 
Dutch  commiffioners-  whom  I  had  not  feen  fince  our 

^  0  # 

anfwer  from  the  confiable.  For  the  fecond,  1  knew  he 
Was  fo  fenfible  of  Sweden’s  having  no  right  to  demand 
of  us  more  than  our  good  offices  in  this  particular,  that 
he  would  never  think  fit  to  prefs  us  any  farther  •,  and 
thofe  he  íliould  not  fail  of.  For  the  laft,  it  was  a  point 
I  was  very  loth  to  think  of ;  but  when  it  was  neceftary, 
I  would  join  with  him  in  thatconfideration,  but  would 
fain  believe  the  affair  was  not  yet  de'perate.  Hefell 
into  great  complaints  of  the  Spaniíh  miniííers  hete, 
and  of  their  laying  feveral  difcourfes  to  his  charge  which 
he  never  made  j  particularly  of  their  being  willing  to 
take  a  verbal  engagement  from  Spain  for  thirty  thou- 
fand  crowns  a  month  in  time  of  war  •,  which  he  pro* 
tefted  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  that  were,  to  ftand 
firmly  upon  having  aflurance  for  the  whole  fixty  thou- 
fand  pretended  from  his  majefty  and  the  States,  and 
leave  us  to  find  our  fecurity  from  Spain,  with  whom 
they  had  not  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  whole  bufmefs : 
but  he  faid,  he  would  tell  me  in  confidence,  that  they 
had  reprefented  the  impoffibility  of  this  pretenfion  to 
their  court,  and  the  neceffity  of  taking  the  aífurances 
for  thirty  thoufand  from  Spain ;  and  expecl:  anfwer  up¬ 
on  this  point  by  the  very  firft  letters  :  and  in  cafe  of 
their  court’s  confenting  to  it,  he  was  in  hopes  all  diffi- 
culties  would  be  overeóme  ;  for  we  might  finiffi  the 
concert  before  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  give  the 
Spaniíh  miniííers  aífurance  of  our  figning  it  íuddenly 
after:  and  though  Holland  had  hitherto  declaredagainíl 
aflliring  any  part  of  the  fixty  thouiand  crowns  without 
real  fecurity  from  Spain,  yet  his  majefty  having  refol- 
ved  to  afiure  Sweden  of  his  part,  Holland  could  not  a- 
void  following  his  meafure  and  exampk. 
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64  Litters  of  Sir  William  Templé, 

I  eaíily  perceived  the  firft  part  of  this  difcourfe  vtás 
rought  in  only  to  uíher  the  laft ;  and  to  found  me 
ábout-  his  majeíty’s  intention  in  this  point :  and  fo  I 
tola  him,  I  did  not  remember  to  have  heard  his  ma- 
jdty  had  ever  declared  any  fuch  refolution:  That  there 
were  indeed  feveral  p rojeéis,  framed  by  feveral  hands 
about  that  time,  fome  of  which  contained  what  he  faid  : 
but  1  afked  him  whether  he  had  ever  leen  any  of  them 
figned  ?  He  confeffed  he  had  not,  but  their  court  ever 
Jooked  upon  it  as  a  thing  agreed  to  by  his  majeíly.  I 
faid  I  wondered  at  it,  becaufe  they  could  not  but  c'on- 
fider  his  majeíly  as  very  little  more  concerned  in  this 
affair  than  themfelves :  and  being  fo,  it  would  be  very 
hard  for  him  to  engage  in  the  defence  of  Spain  with- 
out  any  hopes  of  reimburfement  for  his  own  part ;  and 
withal  to  furniíh  Sweden  with  fo  great  a  fhare  of  the  fub- 
íidies  they  expeéled  upon  a  bare  promiíe  from  Spain  of 
repaying  it  aíter  the  war  ended.  That,  for  my  part, 
having  not  then  been  in  England,  1  vvouíd  not  affirm,' 
his  majeíly  had  not  agreed  to  it,  becaufe  he  feemed  to 
affirm  he  had  :  but  if  he  had  not,  I  thought  it  would  be 
a  very  hard  thing  to  expedí  it  from  him.  He  replied  ■ 
he  would  not  difpute  whether  it  were  hard  or  no,  but 
was  fure,  in  Sweden  they  made  no  manner  of  doubü 
upon  it ;  and,  that  in  his  inílruélion,  which  mentions 
their  foíliciting  our  and  Holland’s  aífuring  the  whole 
fum,  there  are  theíé  words,  the  king  c/'England  having 
confented  to  ajfure  ene  fourth  part.  That  if  there  were  a 
queítion  upon  this,  though  their  court  ffiould  confent 
to  accept  an  a<5t  from  Spain  for  thirty  thoufaiad,  yet  he 
faiv  there  would  be  another  difficulty  lefs  furmountable 
than  all  the  reíl ;  and  fo  looked  upon  the  affair  as 
clefperate.  But  having  franldy  communicated  to  me 
his  inílructions  whenever  I  defired  it,  he  entreated  me 
freely  to  communicate  mine  to  him  upon  this  particu¬ 
lar,  that  they-  might  kñow  what  to  truíl  to.  I  told  him 
frankly  that  i  had  none  upon  it  *  that  his  majeíly,  be- 
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being  fo  near,  had  only  ordered  me,  that  when  they 
and  Hodand  íhould  be  agreed  about  the  particulars  of 
the  concert,  that  I  íhould  communicate  it  to  him,  and 
Ihould  receive  a  fudden  anfwer  upon  it. 

We  broke  up  this  conference  very  friendly  *,  refol- 
ving  only  that  I  íhould  difeouríe  with  monfieur  de  Witt 
upon  the  whole  ftate  of  our  aífair,  while  they  expeíled 
their  next  orders  from  Sweden,  after  which  we  íhould 
all  have  a  conference  together,  andtakeourlaft  meafures. 

This  day  monfieur  de  Witt  carne  to  me  upon  the 
fame  occafion  ;  íhewing  me  the  Conftable’s  letter  to  the 
States,  which  contained  nothing  more  than  mine  from 
him,  befides  defiring  them  toemploy  their  good  offices 
towards  the  minifters  of  England  and  Sweden  for  the 
accompliíhment  of  this  aífair.  After  having  aíked  me 
two  or  three  times  what  I  thought  was  to  be  done ;  and 
I  proteíling  I  knew  not ;  at  laít  he  faid,  that  though 
he  was  never  for  plaiftering  upon  an  ill  wall,  and  he 
was  confident,  if  Sweden  trufted  to  Spain  for  the  thirty 
thoufand  crowns  a  month,  they  would  never  be  paid> 
and  fo  their  affiítance  would  fail  in  cafe  of  a  war  unlefs 
Spain  gave  fuch  a  fecurity  as  might  certainly  raife  the 
money  ^  yet  confidering  that  the  very  reputation  of 
this  bufinefs  concluded  might  very  well  prevent  a 
war,  might  hinder  Spain’s  taking  their  meafures  with 
Trance  to  our  difad van tage,  and,  in  cafeofa  war,  Swe- 
den’s  having  received  the  fubfidies  already  due  would 
hinder  thern  from  taking  any  meafures  with  France, 
though  they  ffiould  not  furniíh  their  affiftance  to  Spain 
for  want  of  the  future  fubfidies  ;  for  his  part,  he  could 
wilh  the  thing  done  :  and  though  it  had  ever  been  a- 
gainft  his  opinión,  yet  if  his  majefty  ffiould  think  fie  to 
aífure  Sweden  of  a  fourth  part,  he  believed  the  States 
would  be  induced  to  do  the  fame,  rather  than  endanger 
the  breaking  of  the  bufinefs, 

Aíter  I  had  deduced  to  him  the  great  differences 
diere  were  in  his  maiefty’s  concernment  and  theirs  up- 

Vou.  II.  F  on 
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on  this  matter  *,  and  how  hard  ic  were  for  his  majeíly, 
that  had  his  feas  and  ñeets  to  defend  him,  to  contribute 
in  all  points  as  much  as  they  who  had  the  French  ar- 
mies  at  their  gates,  fo  ibón  as  Flanders  was  over-run : 
and  finding  him  ftill  firm,  as  I  have  done  fo  often  be- 
fore,  that  this  State  could  never  go  other  than  even 
paces  vvith  us  in  this  matter,  ñor  look  upon  themfelves 
as  nearer  concerned  in  the  greatnefs  of  France  than 
other  neighbours,  ’till  theyfaw  the  dangerfall  direólly 
-  this  way,  I  at  latí:  told  him  plainly  what  I  had  told 
monfieur  Mavechal  before,  concerning  my  inftrtuítion  i 
which  he  received  with  his  ufual  temper,  and  faid  we 
muft  refer  ail  to  a  conferenee  with  the  Swedifh  mi- 
nifters ;  and  in  the  mean  time  each  of  us  fhould  think 
what  expedient  is  to  be  found  in  the  cafe. 

Concerning  our  bufinefs  of  Surinam,  I  am  in  great 
hope  yet  to  come  to  fome  good  end  of  i t,  though  they 
will  not  hear  of  it  in  point  of  right  as  to  his  majefty’s 
interceffion ;  but  that  it  is  fit  to  give  his  majeíiy  greater 
teftimonies  of  their  deference  than  in  fuch  a  matter  as 
this,  is  already  the  declared  opinión  of  Mr.  V.  B.  the 
penfioner  of  Haerlaem,  and  íome  others  I  have  pur- 
fued ;  and  monfieur  de  Witt  promifes  me,  if  thofe  two 
will  fecond  him,  he  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  pro- 
vince  ofFiolland  to  it,  this  aílembly  j  and  then  we  may 
deal  with  Zealand,  I  nope,  well  enotigh  by  one  wav 
or  other.  The  paper  Mr.  V.  B.  has  made  me  expeól 
two  or  three  pofts,  opon  the  account  of  the  places  we 
have  fpecified  in  the  Indies,  he  promifes  íhall  not  fail 
me  by  the  next  poft  j  and  fhould  have  come  fooner, 
but  that  he  v/as  refolved  to  be  the  moft  exaiíHy  informed 
that  could  be  in  all  particulars. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  has  writ  to  thofe  of  the  Eaft-India 
company  at  Amfterdam  in  purfuit  of  your  lordíhip’s 
letter,  and  Sir  John  Worden’s  delire,  concerní  no-  one 
Cary  coming  over  to  offer  an  end  of  a  fuit  upon  the 
pretenfions  of  Courtin’s  heir :  their  anfwer  is,  that  I. 

5  •  1Tdght 
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míght  be  fecure  they  will  give  no  money  for  a n  end 
of  that  bufinefs,  fince  all  farther  pretenfions  are  clearly 
cut  oíf  by  the  treaty  at  Bréela :  and  I  find  monfieur 
de  Wittis  of  the  fame  ouinion. 

i 

Yeílerday  died  monfieur  Weymenun,  a  great  man 
in  this  State,  but  very  little  bewailed. 

I  believe  your  lordíhip  may  hear  reports  of  difeon- 
tents  growing,  and  parties  changing  here  :  but  1  doubc 
it  is  not  in  diícourfe  farther  than  amono;  thoíe  that  are 
m  the  íkirts  of  bufinefs  ;  which  malees  me  hope  therc 
may  be  no  more  ground  for  all  that  is  fo  laviíhly  talk- 
ed  of  here;  and  of  the  fame  kind  among  us  in  England: 
if  it  íhould  be  otherwife,  I  am  at  leaít  glad  to  be  ig- 
norant  of  it,  being  of  fo  much  difreputation  abroad  to 
our  counfels:  and  all  the  perfons  in  confideration  here, 
I  am  fure,  are  forry  forwhat  they  hearof  it,  profefiing 
to  be  as  much  concerned  in  our  unión  as  their  own  ¿ 
and  placing  all  their  hopes  of  taking  any  conftant  mea- 
íures  with  us  upon  the  íleadinefs  of  his  majeíly’s  late 
counfels,  and  the  difpofitions  of  our  prefent  miniflers, 
before  whofe  time  monfieur  de  Witt  fays,  b  Que  ce  n'e - 
ftoit  que  fiuftuation  dans  les  confetis  dy Angleterre.  I  am," 
your  lordíhip’s,  ¿fe. 


To  the  Confiable  of  C afile. 

Hague,  Sept.  4, 
My  Lord,  N.  S.  1669. 
J  Sent  the  other  day  in  the 
Spanifh  ambaflador’s  pac- 
qiiet,  a  letter  from  the  king  my 
maíler  to  your  excellencv  in 
favoar  of  monfieur  Taaf;  and 
am  obliged  to  fecond  that  af- 
fair  by  all  my  good  offices, 
though  I  hope  they  will  not  be 
neceílary ;  >nd  I  hope  that  this 
gentleman  fliall  not  be  rec- 

koned 


Au  Connétable  de  Caftile, 

De  la  Haye ,  le  4  Sept. 

Monfieur ,  S.  N.  1669. 
’  Envoy  ai  V autre jour  dans  1$ 
paequet  de  monfieur  V cim¬ 
ba fadeur  d*  Efpagne ,  une  lettre 
du  roy  mon  maitre  d  V.  E.  en 
faveur  de  monfieur  Taaf  \  jt 
me  eréis  obligé  de  l’aider  de  tous 
mes  bous  offices ,  maisje  croy  quils 
ne  luy  fontpas  noce [¡aires ,  &  que 
ce  gentilhomme  n  en  fera  pas 
jugó  moms  digne  &  molas  capa - 
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koned  the  lefs  capable  to  ferve 
his  maíler,  for  having  already 
well  ferved  his  friend. 

I  cannot  let  país  this  occa- 
fion  without  reprefenting  to 
your  excellency  the  undoubt- 
ed  neceíTity  there  is,  to  give 
order  with  all  fpeed  for  the 
payment  of  the  200,000 
crowns  to  the  miniíters  of 
Sweden,  who  have  expedfed 
them  with  ío  much  patience, 
and  are  readv  to  deliver  into 
theSpaniíhambafíador’s  hands 
the  ratifications  of  the  gua- 
ranty,  jointly  with  me  and 
the  States  General.  They 
aílure  me  alfo,  that  they  are 
rcady  to  enter  into  a  particu¬ 
lar  concert  of  forces,  as  foon 
as  this  afiair  is  finiíhed  ;  but 
are  refolved  not  to  mix  one 
with  the  other ;  and  are  fo  ill 
fatisfied  with  fome  difficulties 
that  the  Spaniíh  ambaíTador 
has  raifed  upon  this  matter, 
that  I  believe  it  wiíl  not  be 
poíTible  to  keep  them  here  two 
days  longer,  if  your  excel¬ 
lency  fends  them  an  anfwer 
notaccordingto  the  aéffigned 
by  the  faid  ambaíTador,  and 
hnce  ratified  by  the  king  of 
Spain  ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  order 
the  payment  of  the  money  up¬ 
on  the  mutual  delivery  of  the 
guaranty.  'This  is  what  they 
told  me  two  days  íince ;  and 
may  perhaps  ruin  an  affair  that 
has  be  en  fo  Ion 2  ne^otiated, 

50 

and 


ble  de  fervir  fon  maítre ,  pottr 
*uoir  ji  bien  Jervi  fon  ami . 

Je  ne  puis  laiffer  paffer  cette 
occafion  fans  rcprejenter  d  V*  E. 
quil  ejl  d' une  neceffitc  indifpen- 
Jable  di  exped'tcr  incefjamment  des 
ordres  pour  faire  toucher  aux 
minijires  de  Suede  les  200,000 
ccus  quils  ont  jufquicy  attendus 
avec  tañí  de  patience .  lis  font 
prets  de  deliver  entre  les  mains 
de  P  ambaffadeur  cP Efpagne  les 
ratifications  de  la  guarantie  con - 
jointement  avec  moy  &  les  Etats 
Géneraux .  lis  ni  ont  aujfi  af- 
fure  quils  étoient  tout  prets  a  en - 
trer  dans  un  concert  particulier 
pour fournir  un  feccurs  de  forces  ; 
que  pour  cela  ils  n  attendoient  que 
de  voir  finir  cette  premi  ere  af¬ 
fair  e  ;  &  qu  ils  étoient  refolus 
de  ne  point  méler  Pune  avec J! nu¬ 
tre.  Ils  font  au  rejlé  fi  mal  fa- 

tisfaits  de  quelques  diffcultez  qrn 
rnonfieur  Pa?nbaJJadeur  di  E- 
fpagne  leur  a faites  fur  ce  premier 
artide,  que  je  ne  croy  pas  quil 
foit  pojfble  de  les  reteñir  deux 
jours  icy  apres  que  V.  E.  fe  f era- 
expliqué  e  fur  cette  affair e,  &  que 
nous  aurons  regu fa  reponfe,  fup- 
posé  que  cette  reponfe  ne  s'acccr - 
de  pas  a  P adíe  figné  par  le  dit 
ambaffadeur, & depuis  ratfiépar 
le  Roi  di  Efpagne,  dejl  dffavoir 
de  faire  contar  Pargent  jur  Pex- 
tradition  de  la  guarantie .  Voild 
ce  quils  moni  dit  de  depuis  deux 
jours ,  o  ce  quipourroit  bien  faire 
aller  en  funde  une.  affair e  filón g 
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and  brought  into  the  port  tenis  negociée,  3  menée  au  port 
through  fo  many  difReulties.  a  travers  tant  de  difificulte% . 

Your  excellency  will  judge  V.  E.  fientira  mieux  que  per - 

betterthananybody,  howyou  /orine,  qu  elle  fe  rend  refponfable 
can  anfwer  to  the  court  of  13  a  la  couronne  d'Efpagne,  3 
Spain,and  toall  Chríftendom,  a  toute  la  Chrétienté  de  la  perte 
the  lofs  of  fo  great  an  occafion  3  une  fi grande  occafion ,  qui  cjla - 
for  eflabliíhing  the  fecurity  of  blijfioit  la  fureté  de  Pune,  {3  le 
the  one,  and  the  repofe  of  the  repos  de  lautre.  Car ,  cejl  de 
other.  For  all  this  depends  vos  refolutions  que  tout  cela  va 
upon  your  refolutions,  to  dependre  ;  3  cejl  au/fi  fur  elles 
which  the  three  confederates,  feules  que  le  irois  confederen, 
as  well  as  fo  many  others,  will  ainfii  que  tant  d’autres,  vont  re - 
entirely  attribute  any  misfor-  jetter  les  malbeurs  qui  fuivront 
tune  that  íhallarrive.  And  du  peu  de  Jueces  de  nos  negotia - 
as  I  have  not  failed  fince  the  tions.  Cemme  des  le  commence- 
beginning  of  this  afFair  to  con-  ment  je  3 ay  épargné  ni  veilles  ni 
tribute  all  my  cares  to  it,  fo  fioins  pour  cette  grande  affaire , 
Iwould  not  be  wanting  to-  je  3 ay  pas  voulu  manquer  fur  la 
wards  the  end,  to  reprefent  fina  f aire  une  der  ni  ere  demar  che, 
the  preífing  neceííity  of  this  qui  efi,  de  reprefenter  a  V.  E . 
conjun¿lure.  It  is  leí t  toyour  toute l  importance des conjondlures 
excellency  to  malee  what  ufe  qui  s* offrent  encore  a  nous,  mais 
of  it  you  pleafe  ;  from  whofe  qui  font  pretes  a  nous  échapper. 
conduél  every  one  will  form  Ce  fiera  d  3.  E.  a  en  ufer  comme 
preíages,  good  or  ill,  to  the  il  luyplaira:  on  tirera  des  me - 
afFairs  of  Spain.  I  am  your  fur  es  qu’il  va  preñare,  des  pre- 
excellency’s,  3c,  finges  certains  pour  le  bon  ou  le 

mauvais  état  des  a  jf  aires  d’E- 
fpagne.  Je  fiuis  de  V •  £.  &c. 

To  my  Lord  Arlington . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Oét.  n,  N.  S.  1669. 

7  Have  this  day  received  your  lordíhip’s  of  the  21ÍI 
1  paft,  and  having  none  by  me  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Trevor,  fhall  prefume  to  return  in  an  anfwer  to  your 
lordíhip’s  that  little  I  have  to  fay  by  this  poft :  for  all 
at  prefent  is  here  at  a  ftand  in  our  buíinefs  of  the  al¬ 
ance  ¡  and  when  it  will  proceed  again,  depends  wliolly 
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vipon  his  majefty,  do  what  1  can.  Since  the  laft  poft 
the  Spaniíh  ambaíTador,  the  Barón  d’ffola,  monfieur 
Maicchai,  ano  moníieur  de  Witt.  havebeen  íevetally 
wuh  me  to^know  what  I  will  propofe,  or  what  I  will 
confent  to  for  an  expedient  in  this  matter.  The  two 
firit  would  fain  have  fomething  from  me  to  work  up- 
°n,  and  I  entertain  them  with  complaints  of  the  Spa- 
mfn  ill  ufage  towards  us,  having  propofed  at  London 
not  only  to  indemnify  us  in  what  they  projedted  there 
concerning  his  majefty’s  engaging  to  the  Swede,  but 
likewife  a  íhare  of  his  own  charge  likely  to  arife  upon 
a  war :  all  which,  ever  fince  the  peace,  they  have  been 
content  to  forget,  and  now  would  put  us  upon  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  engaging  to  advance  the  Swediíh  fubfidies.  I 
farther  reprefented  to  the  Spaniíh  ambaíTador  the  im- 
prudence  of  their  councils  in  raifing  this  difficulty  in 
the  firft  payment  to  the  Swedes,  by  the  eafinefs  where- 
oftheymight  have  poíleíled  themfelvesof  the  guaranty, 
and  thereby  entered  into  confidence  with  Sweden,  fe- 
cured  them  from  thinking  of  any  othermeafures,  and 
puiiuiCt  the  finifhings  of  our  workj  by  any  particular 
concerts,  without  danger  or  unkindnefs. 

I  urged  all  this  fo  far,  that  though  the  Spaniíh  am- 
bdTador  peififled  in  afbrming  that  the  orders  from 
oparn  to  the  conítable^  as  well  as  to  himíelf,  were  po- 
i¿i.ive  in  the  caie  or  not  paying  the  money  without  the 
particular  concert;  yet  he  at  laft  joined  with  me  very 
rreely  in  blaming  the  weaknefs  and  unhappinefs  of  the 
Spaniíh  councils  upon  thefe  particulars ;  and  wonderinp- 
how  the  marquis  Caftel-Rodrigo  couldfuffer  the  difpatch 
of  fuch  orders.  The  next  morning  the  Barón  d’Ifola 
carne  to  me,  and  enpertained  me  with  long  difcourfes 
or  what  paíTed  hetween  him  and  the  Spaniíh  ambaíTa- 
dor  in  confequence  of  what  I  had  faid  the  nio-ht  be- 
fore  :  and  the  futn  of  all  was,  as  í  imagined,  to  found 
ttiv  whetn,i  I  wouíd  be  induced  to  enter  the  concert 
upon  the  Spaniíh  ambafíadcr’s  promifing  me  an  in- 
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demnity  from  Spain  for  the  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
crowns  a  month  infifted  upon  by  the  Swedes  to  be  fe- 
cured  to  them  from  the  king.  Upon  this  infinuation 
I  refolved  to  take  no  hoid  at  all ;  becaufe  if  his  ma~ 
jefty  íhould  ever  refolve  to  promife  the  advance  of  the 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  in  cafe  of  a  war  I 
thought  It  would  be  better  trufting  to  gain  his  fatif- 
faftion  by  negotiating  in  Spain  to  that  purpoie,  upon 
the  grounds  given  of  ío  many  overtures  by  the  Spaniíh 
miniiters  both  at  London,  BruíTels,  and  here,  than  by 
taking  a  promife  or  inílrument  here  from  this  ambaf- 
fador  (as  the  Barón  fays)  beyond  his  power,  and  efpe- 
cially  whofe  fecrefy  in  it  we  cannot  much  reckon  up¬ 
on  :  whereas  the  publifhing  any  fuch  thing  may  llave 
ill  confequences  of  jealoufy  between  us  and  the  Dutch. 
Therefore  I  contented  myfelf  to  tell  the  Barón,  that  I 
was  at  the  end  of  my  line,  and  could  proceed  no  far- 
ther  than  I  had  done  already  :  that  his  majeíty  had  or- 
dered  me  to  give  the  guaranty  in  conjunfihion  with  the 
other  confederares,  uponpaymentof  two  hundred  thou- 
land  crowns,  according  to  the  Spanifh  ambaífador’s  own 
a6l :  that  he  thought  the  Spaniards  had  no  right  to  prefs 
us  upon  the  particular  concert,  which  yet  he  v/ould 
be  ready  to  confider  of  when  the  confederares  thought 
fit ;  and  in  the  mean  time  was  very  fincerely  refolved 
to  perform  the  guaranty  if  thcre  íhould  be  occafion 
for  it. 

Monfieur  Marechal  prefíed  me  fomething  harder  up¬ 
on  entering  into  a  conferencewith  him  and  the  Dutch 
deputies,  which  í  promifed  before  my  laft,  but  hav^e 
excufed  till  Monday  next,  in  the  mean  time  to  prepare 
matter  for  it.  Pie  deíired  to  know  if  I  had  yet  any 
powers  to  promife  the  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
crowns  projeóted  at  London  (as  he  ever  iníiíls  to  be 
fecured  by  his  majefty)  without  which  he  did  not  fee 
any  thing  to  be  done  here  :  I  told  him  diredtly,  I  had 
ñor.1  Píe  then  afked  me  to  what  end  we  íhould  confer, 
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fince  without  thar,  the  concert  could  not  be  framed» 
nOi  confequently  the  prefent  money  paid  :  and  com- 
plamed  tnat  the  want  of  this  concert  was  of  preíent 
prejudice  to  thern  alone,  though  it  depended  equally 
upon  the  confent  of  the  other  confederares.  I  aniwered 
him,  that  tilí  i  received  new  orders,  he  íhould  never 
find  me  vary  from  thofe  I  had  fo  often  told  him :  which 
were  to  fee  firft  in  whatpropofals  Sweden  and  Holland 
could  agree,  and  then  reprefent  it  to  his  majefty,  whofe 
anfwer  could  be  of  no  long  delay:  and  that  I  fuppofe 
will  be  the  fruit  of  our  conference.  He  faid,  he  thought 
they  and  Holland  were  agreed  upon  all  points  but 
one,  that  is,  in  the  number  and  kindof  forces,  accord- 
mg  to  the  firft  projeíted  concert,  and  in  Holland’s  af- 
funng  them  afourth  part  of  the  fixty  thoufand  crowns. 

That  which  they  differed  upon  was,  that  whereas  Spain 
offered  a  promife  of  the  other  thirty  thouíand  crowns, 
they  expesfted  we  and  Holland  íhould  likewiíe  warranc 
that  payment,  becaufe  their  engagement  for  fixteen 
thoufand  men  upon  the  concert,  would  be  to  us  and  not 
to  Spain,  and  it  was  no  reafon,  if  Spain  failed  of  that 
payment,  they  íhould  yet  ftand  engaged  to  ús  for  the 
whole  number  of  men.  I  told  him,  1  doubted  much 
that  if  this  point  were  ftiil  between  them,  they  were 
not  very  near  agreeing :  and  he  faid,  he  would  fpeak 
with  monfieur  de  Witt  once  more  upon  it  befbre  the 
conference.  But  í  ooubt  this  will  not  hmder  them 
from  coming  to  fome  propofal  to  be  made  his  ma¬ 
jefty  of  fomething  they  fhall  agree  in.  I  am,  &c. 

T°  the  Trines  of  Tufcany,  Au  Prince  de  Tofcane. 


Hague,  Dec.  5, 
SIR,  N.  S.  1669, 

T  Should  nothavedeferred  the 
4  acknowlcdgments  I  owe 
your  highneís  for  the  honour 
of  your  letter,  if  I  had  not 

been 


La  Maye ,  le  5  Dec . 
Monfieur , .  N.  S.  1669, 

^  E  n’aurois  pas  perdu  un  mo~ 
ment  a  marquen  la  rcconnoif- 
fance  que  je  dois  a  V .  E.  de  Vhon - 
neur  quelle  nía  fait  par  fa  leu 
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been  purfued  with  a  great  ill- 
nefs  at  the  time  I  received  it : 
and  I  would  not  acquit  myfelf 
of  this  duty  by  any  other  hand 
but  my  own,  becauíe  I  am 
fure  there  is  none  fo  pleafed, 
or  fo  ready  to  engage  in  the 
occafions  of  your  fervice.  I 
am  extreme  glad  of  your  High- 
nefs’s  happy  arrival  at  Flo- 
rence  ;  where  I  wiíh  you  all 
the  felicities  that  ought  to  be 

o 

deftined,  as  they  are  due,  to 
fo  great  a  merit :  and  I  hope, 
that  after  the  glorious  fatigues 
which  have  hitherto  been  the 
diverfion  of  your  highnefs, 
you  will  now  fínd  pleafure  in 
the  foftnefs  of  repofe. 


For  myfelf,  I  fhall  never 
think  I  am  happy  till  I  have 
paid  my  refpeds  to  your  high¬ 
nefs  in  your  own  court ;  and 
I  envy  no  man  at  prefent  but 
my  lord  Falconbridge,  who  is 
going  on  an  embalfy  into  fo 
fine  a  dimate,  and  amongfuch 
converfations  as  thofe  of  Italy, 
where  wit  and  weather  are  e- 
quallyclear;  while  I  languiíh 
in  a  country  where  we  breathe 
nothing  but  mifts,  and  dif- 
courfe  of  nothing  but  buñnefs. 


To  confirm  this  laft,  I  can- 
not  end  myletter  without  tel- 
jing  your  highnefs,  that  after 

fo 
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tre,fi  dans  le  me  me  tems  qui elle 
me  fút  r endue )  je  rieujfe  éte  at - 
taque  alune  violente  maladie . 
'je  n  ay pas  voulu,  je  Vavouerai , 
rnacquitter  de  ce  devoir  par  une 
maine  étrangere ,  ¿ff  cela  vient 
de  ce  quil  me  jemble ,  quil  ríy  a 
que  la  mienne  qui  Jente  autant  de 
plaifir ,  s  employe  avec  au¬ 

tant  d’ affeftion^  des  quil  ejl  que - 
Jlion  de  queique  chofe  qui  regar  de 
F.  A.  &  fon  fervice .  Je  prens 
beaucoup  de  parí  a  Pheureufe  ar- 
rivée  de  V .  A.  a  Flor  ence  ;  je 
fouhaite  qu' elle  y  goute  toutes  les 
profperitez  deues  &  fans  doute 
dejlinees  a  un  merite  comme 
le  fien .  J^efpere^  quapres  les 
glorie  ufes  fatigues  qui  ont  fait 
jufquicy  les  diver  tifjemens  de  F. 
A .  elle  va  trouver  queique  plaifir 
dans  les  douceurs  du  repos. 

Pour  moy  je  ne  feray  jamais 
contení  de  la  fortune ,  que  je  rC ay 
fait  la  rever  ence  ci  V .  A .  dans  fa 
propre  cour ;  &  d  Pheure  qu’il 
eft ,  le  feul  bomme  que  f  envió  dans 
le  monde ,  c  efl  my  lord  Falcon- 
bridge ,  que  fon  ambaffade  va 
conduire  dajis  un  fi  beau  climat , 
&  oü  il  va  gouter  tous  les  char - 
mes  attachez  aux  deli cates  &  fpi * 
ntuelles  converjations  di Italie  ; 
il  trouvera  la  les  jours  &  les  ef- 
prits  égaletmnt  purs  &  brillans  ; 
&  pour  moy ,  mon  partage  ejl  de 
languir  dans  un  país  oü  Pon  ne 
refpire  que  des  brouillards ,  &  cu 
Pon  ne  fait  queparler  di  ajf aires. 

fay  deja  un  peu  contrallé 
de  ce  gente  :  &  pour  le  prouver 
d  F .  yf,  c  ejl  que  je  ne  jjaurois 

achever 
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ío  many  íh'ocks  the  triple  al- 
liance  has  born  for  Tome  time, 
anci  fo  many  prefages  of  its 
death  ;  there  is  within  thefe 
two  days  fome  appearance  of 
its  recovery,  unlefs  any  unex- 
pefted  accident  íhould  occa- 
fion  a  relapfe. 

Juílice  is  fo  effential  among 
the  qualities  of  a  great  prince, 
that  I  will  notdoubt  butyour 
highnefs  does  me  that  of  be- 
lieving  me  always  with  equal 
paíTion  and  truth,  fir,  your 
highnefs’s,  & c. 

$0  the  Confiable  of  C afilie . 

Hague,  Dec.  5, 
My  Lord,  N.S.  1669. 
'T'Hough  it  will  be  difficult 
to  add  any  thing  to  the 
arguments  ufed  in  my  laftlet- 
ter,  and  in  other  memorials 
fent  fo  frequently  to  the  Spa- 
niíh  ambaííador5upon  the  fub- 
je&ofthe  paymentalreadydue 
ío  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and 
fo  folemnly  ílipulated  by  the 
aéf  of  May  9,  figned  by  the 
fa¡d  ambaíTador,  and  after- 
wards  ratiíied  by  the  queen 
regent :  however  I  would  not 
fail  in  this  important  conjun- 
¿ture,  to  malee  this  laft  effort 
to  difpofe  your  excellency  to 
thequick  execution  of  a  coun- 
íel  fojuft  and  neceíl'ary  to  the 
repofe  of  Chriífendom  as  well 
as  the  prefervation  of  Spain  ; 
and  of  fuch  importance  to  the 

hopour 


Wilíiam  Temple, 

achever  ma  lettre  fans  luy  dire , 
<¡u  aptes  tant  de JecouJfes  que  la 
tí  i  pie  allí  anee  a  foujf ertes  depuis 
quelque  tems,  &  tant  de  finieres 
prefages  qui  ont  annonce fa  morty 
si  y  a  pourtant  depuis  deux  jours 
quelque  apparence  qu'il  va  revi - 
vred  moins  qu’un  accident  inopine 
ne  caufe  fa  rechute . 

La  jujllce  efi  une  de  ce s  quali- 
teoo  fi  ejfentielles  a  un  grand 
prince ,  que  je  ne  veux  pas  me  me 
Joupfonner  que  V.  A .  me  refufe 
celle  de  me  croire  toujours  ce  que 
je  fui s  avec  tant  de  p afilón  £5  d$ 
verit¿y  &c. 

Au  Connétable  de  Caítile, 

De  la  Hayey  le  5  Dec . 
Monfieur ,  .  S.  N,  1669. 

Uoyq  u  il  foit  bien  dijficile 
ín:^^¿d  ajouter  quelque  choje  aux 
raifons  dont  je  me  fuis  fervi  dans 
ma  derniere  lettre  aV.EM  qui 
dailleurs  font  repandues  &  ont 
eté  repetí es  en  tant  de  diver s  me - 
moires  envoy  es  a  monfieur  Pem- 
bajfadcur  d’Efpagne ,  touchant  le 
payement  deja  deu  a  la  couronne 
de  Suedey  &  fi  folennement  ac - 
cor  de  &  fiipulé  par  Parte  du  9 
de  May ,  qui  a  eté  figné  par  le 
dit  ambafiadeur ,  &  r atifie  de - 
puis  par  la  reine  regente  :  je 
n’ay  pourtant  pas  voulu  dans  une 
conjonrture  fi  importante  negliger 
de  faire  un  dernier  effart,  a  fin 
de  tacher  a  difpofer  V.  E .  a  une 
prompte  execution  dans  une  af- 
faire  fi  ju fie  ^  fi  neceffaire  d'ail- 
leurs  au  repos  de  la  Cbr ¿tiente \ 

aujfi 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State. 


honour  oí  your  excellency, 
who  never  can  defend  yourfelf 
againft  the  complaints  of  ha- 
ving  by  little  fcruples  loft  the 
fuccefs  of  fo  great  an  affair, 
and  negledted  the  fruits  of  an 
alliance  whereof  al!  Chriílen- 
dom  hath  fpoke  with  fo  much 
applaufe,  and  hoped  from  it 
fo  much  felicity. 


I  do  not  defire  to  importune 
your  excellency  by  a  repetiti- 
on  of  things  already  faid  ;  and 
I  have  nothing  new  to  add, 
but  the  confideration  of  mon- 
fieur  Marechal  the  minifter 
of  Sweden’s  departure,  after 
long  impatience,  and  much 
difcontent  at  the  proceedings 
of  Spain  in  all  the  negotiati- 
ons  where  he  has  intervened 
for  eight  or  nine  months  paft, 
Before  he  went  he  demanded 
back  from  me  the  a  &  of  gua- 
ranty  ligned  by  Sweden,  and 
placed  in  my  hands  with  the 
other  adls  to  be  configned  in- 
to  the  hands  of  the  Spaniíh 
ambalTador  upon  payment  of 
the  200000  crovvns  to  Sweden: 
and  in  the  mean  time,  he  con- 
fented  entirely,  that  I  fhould 
give  back  to  the  faid  ambaíFa- 
dor  his  adf  of  the  9Ü1  of  May, 
by  which  he  was  obliged  to  the 
faid  payment  upon  the  con- 
íigning  of  the  faid  guaranties  : 

but 
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aujji  bien  qua  la  confcrvation 
de  EJpagne  ;  j\ y  cúter  ay,  ft  im¬ 
portante  a  Vhonneur  de  V.  E . 
peut  etre  fera-t-il  hors  de  votrc 
pouvoir  de  parer  aüx  reproches 
&  aux  plaintes  ¿Pavoir  par  de 
petits  fcrupules  r  en  once  au  Jueces 
d’ une  fi  grande  affaire ,  &  negli~ 
ge  les  Jruits  dPune  alliance  dont 
La  Chretienté  a  parlé  avec  de  fi 
grands  applaudijfemens ,  &  dont 
elle  fe  promettoit  tant  de  joye  & 
de  prcjperité. 

Je  nay  pas  dejfein  d'impor- 
tuner  V.  E.  par  la  repetition  de 
ehofes  deja  cent  fois  dites ;  & 
tout  ce  que  jepuis  ajouter  de  nou - 
veau,  roule  Jur  le  départ  de 
monfieur  Marechal ,  le  ?nini- 
Jlre  de  la  Suede ,  qui  apres  bien 
de  impatiences,  apres  tant  de 
pour  parlers  inútiles ,  enfin  mé- 
content  de  P  EJpagne  autant  qu'cn 
le  peut  étre¡  ayant  fiur  le  cae  ¿ir 
Pinutilité  des  negotiations  oüon  P  a 
fiait  intervenir ,  &  qui  ont  con - 
Jumé  neufi mois ,  prefije  fon  départ, 
&  va  tout  revéler  au  roy  fon 
maítre  \  íl  me  redemande  avant 
fon  retourP adte  de guarantie fegné 
par  ¡a  Suede ,  &  remis  entre  mes 
ruains  avec  les  autres  adíes ,  pour 
étre  enfuite  depojé  entre  les 
mains  de  monfieur  P  ambajjadeur 
d} EJpagne  lors  que  les  200000  é- 
cus  auront  été  payés  d  la  couronne 
de  Suede.  En  méme  tenis  il 
in  a  declaré  qu  il  confentoit  plcine- 
7nent  que  P odie  du  9  de  May  fait 
par  le  dit  ambajjadeur ,  £3*  dans 
lequel  il  s’obligcoit  au  dit  paye  - 
menty  fiur  la  r cínife  des  guaran - 

v  tieSy 
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but  I  ufed  all  my  endeavours 
to  keep  the  faid  guaranty  of 
Swedenfometimelongerin  my 
hands,  hoping  your  exceden- 
cy  would  yet  in  a  few  days  ac- 
knowledge  the  obligation  and 
neceílity  of  advancing  this  fa- 
tisfadíion  to  Sweden,  fo  Jong 
due  and  demanded.  And  as 
yet  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
deliver  the  three  faid  guaran¬ 
aes  totheSpaniíh  ambaíTador, 
as  foon  us  he  íhad  havegiven 
the  faid  money  to  the  Swediíh 
refident  here :  but  if  this  af- 
fair  be  delayed  tid  monfieur 
Marechal  has  reprefented  it  to 
the  king  his  mafter,  as  he 
was  refolved  to  do  upon  his 
departure;  or  tid  the  Swediíh 
miniílefs  refident  here  íhad 
have  received  an  anfwer  to  the 
difpatches  they  fent  aboutthree 
weeks  ago,  upon  the  fpight 
and  defpair  they  were  in"at 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  this  affair: 
in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  I  Jeave 
your  excedency  to  judge, 
xvhether  there  wid  be  any 
hopes  thatthe  Swediíh  court, 
foured  by  the  id  treatment 
and  angry  reprefentations  of 
their  minifiers,  widthengive 


us 


Ees,  &  le  quel  a  ¿le  'f  ay  atiffi  en¬ 
tre  les  mains ;  que  cet  adié,  dis 
je,  fui  rendu  d  rambajfadeur 
dlEjpagne.  fay  fait  de  grands 
efforts  pour  reteñir  encore  quel- 
quesjours  les  dites  guaraní  i es  en¬ 
tre  mes  ?nains ,  dans  F  ef per  anee 
que  E ,  E,  informee  de  tout  en 
peu  de  jour s ,  fentiroit  la  jujlice 
&  la  neceJJité  de  fatisfaire  la 
Suede  j  il  y  a  longtems  que  la 
chofe  luy  a  été  pronufe,  par  confe - 
quent  il  y  a  longtems  qu' elle  luy 
ift  deue ;  elle  a  eté  füuvent  de- 
mande e ,  elle  Fef  encore  aujour - 
dkuy ,  &  a  l  heure  que  fe  cris  je 
fuis  en  pouvoir  de  livrer  les  trois 
guar anties  a  monfieur  Fambaf- 
fadeur  d'Efpagne ,  aufftbt  qu’il 
aura  fait  mettre  Fargent  au  mi - 
nifre  de  Suede ,  qui  ef  encore 
icy*  Adais  fupposé  que  Faffaire 
foit  ou  negligée  ou  retar dée jufqu ’ 
a  m  que  le  minifre  ait  envoyé 
fon  memoire  &  fa  relation  a  la 
cour  de  fon  maítre ,  &  qtfil 
l  ait  infruit  de  la  ftuation  cu 
toutes  chofes  etoient  au  moment 
de  fon  depart ;  fupposé  meme 
que  par  les  délais  on  donne  le  tems 
aux  minifres  de  Suede  de  rece- 
ve  ir  la  reponfe  aux  memoires 
qutls  envoy erent  il  y  a  trois  fe - 
mames  tous  remplis  du  depit  & 
du  defefpoir  de  voir  le  projet  fe 
reduir e  a  ?  ten  i  E  une  ou  V autre 
de  ces  deux  chofes  fupposé  es  (& 

E,  voit  qu  on  les  peut  Juppofer 
toutes  deux J  il  cf  aise  de  juger 
que  la  cour  de  Suede ,  aigrie  de 
FEfpagne  par  toutes  les  chofes 
quejes  minifres  luy  auront  re- 

prefenfa 
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and  other  Minijiers  ofStaté. 


Ü3  the  means,  we  poflefs  at 
prefent,  to  íiniíh  this  great 
work :  and  how  neceíTary  it 
will  be  to  follow  tbe  late  im- 
preíílons  made  in  that  court 
as  ibón  as  poíftble,  by  new 
ones  to  theirentire  fatisfacCion. 
For  as  foon  as  Spain  íhall  be  in 
poíTeííion  of  the  guaranties  of 
all  the  confederates,  one  may 
íay,  that  not  only  all  the  ap- 
peafances  are  fafe,  but  alfo 
that  the  íubílance  itfelf  is  fi- 
niíhed.  And  if  any  forms  re- 
main  towards  the  laft  perfecci¬ 
ón  of  the  work,  theremuftbe 
time  given  to  concert  them, 
without  hazarding  the  grofs 
©f  the  affair. 


I  defire  your  excellency  to 
confider,  that  fuch  occafions 
as  you  have  at  prefent  in  your 
hands  are  not  ufually  given 
twice  to  men,  and  that  they 
commonly  loíe  their  forcé  by  a 
ílownefs  in  layingholdofthem. 
But  I  cannot  apprehend  fo  fad 
an  effecC  from  the  prudence 
and  good  intentions  of  your 
excellency :  at  leaft,  I  íhall 
comfort  myfeif  that  I  have 
done  my  utmoft  duty  towards 
preventing  fo  great  a  misfor- 
tune  to  Chriftendom.  I  a  ni, 
my  lord,  your,  fcf*. 
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prefentees ,  ne  voudra  plus  nous 
continuer  le  rnoyen  que  nous  avons 
encore  de  finir  ce  grand  ouvrage . 
V.E  .  volt  done  de  quelimportance 
il  ejt  de  pourfuivre  les  dernieres 
imprejfions  que  la  Suede  a  enes 
jufq  icy ,  par  la  nouvelle  di  une 
prompte  W  cutiere  conclufion . 
Car  aufijitot  que  V  Efipagne  fiera 
en  pojfejfion  des  guaranties  de  tous 
les  confiederez ,  on  pourra  dire 
que  non  fieulement  toutes  les  ap- 
parences  fieront  fiauv'ees ,  mais 
qn  on  aura  ?ncme  pourvú  au 
fiond  de  la  cbofie .  Efiue  s’ii  man- 
quoit  quelques  fiormalitez  d  la 
perfiefíion  de  cet  ouvrage ,  il  ne 
faudra  que  du  te  rus ;  car  comme 
tout  Jera  di f poje  a  une  entiere 
conclufion ,  on  aju fiera  tout  d 
loifiirfians  que  le  gr  os  de  Va  fifi aire 
fioit  en  danger . 

fie  prieC.  E.  de  fiaire  reflexi¬ 
ón  que  des  circón /lances  par  ei lies 
a  celles  que  vous  avez  prefint- 
ment  comme  fious  la  main^  n’ont 
pas  accoutumé  de  s'ofifrir  deux 
fois  d  une  me  me  perfionne  ;  que 
Vcfil  leur  laijficr  perdre  de  leur 
forcé ,  que  de  dijferer  d  Ven fiaifir . 
Alais  la  prudence  &  les  bonnes 
intentions  de  V.  E.  me  rajfiurent 
contre  la  crainte  di  un  cv  ene  ment 
Ji  funfile .  fiaurois  du  moins  la 
con fila tion  Aun  h omine  qui  a 
fait fon  dsvoir ,  &  qui  na  ríen 
oukhe  pour  epargner  un  Ji  grand 
malbeur  d  la  Chré tiente.  fie 
Juis y  &c. 
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To  Mr.  Cary. 

_  Hague,  Decemb.  6,  N.  S,  1669» 

IVery  much  wonder  to  hear  from  Mr.  Andros  the 
difficulties  you  make  in  delivering  the  tih  accord- 
ing  to  my  laíl  order  ;  and  that  you  thereby  occafion  ib 
much  prejudice  to  the  king’s  fervice,  which  I  thought 
you  would  have  advanced  all  you  could,  when  I  writ 
to  you  to  defire  your  care  in  that  bufinefs.  But  that 
you  may  underftand  what  you  cali  my  commiffion  to 
you  ;  I  will  let  you  know  that  I  had  no  power  to 
give  any  orders  at  all  about  that  matter,  but  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  treafury’s  com- 
mands ;  and  therefore  new  orders  being  arrived 
from  them  by  major  Andros,  they  are  to  be  obeyed 
in  what  concerns  the  tin  bufinefs.  I  defire  you  once 
again  to  comply  with  him  readily  in  the  delivery  of  the 
tin,  according  to  the  laft  letter  wrote  you  upon  that 
iubjeót ;  and  do  abfolutely  diíown  you  in  all  difficulties 
you  ¡hall  make  upon  pretence  of  any  order  from  me  : 
ana  if  you  contmue  to  delay  it  any  longer,  íhall  upon 
the  firft  notice  of  it  write  effe&ually  to  the  Conftable  to 
do  his  majefty  juftice  in  it,  and  me  in  particular,  who 
neither  expeded  ñor  deferved  this  dealing  from  you. 
Your  fervant. 

To  Major  Andros. 

SIR,  Hague,  Decemb.  6,  N.  S.  1669, 

Sínce  the  writing  of  this  I  received  yours  of  the  4th, 
complaining  ilill  of  Mr.  Cary’s  refufal  to  deliver  the 
tin  ;  whereupon  í  have  written  him  the  inclofed  let¬ 
ter,  which  is  as  much  as  I  can  fay  in  it :  if  he  con¬ 
tinúes  his  impertinence  ilill,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  at  his 
own  cofc,  lince  your  proteíl :  and  if  you  will  fend  me 
word  what  are  the  ways  of  proceeding  againft  him,  í 
íhall  write  either  to  the  Conltable,  ur  to  the  governor 

©f 


of  Oítend,  or  Sir  Mark  Ognatc  at  Bruges,  to  favour 
your  diípatch.  I  am,  fir,  your  fervant. 

To  the  Prince  Regent  of  Principi  Portugalli^, 
Portugal . 


Hague,  Dec.  8, 


Haga;  Comitis ,  Dec .  8,  N.  S * 
Ser  en.  Princeps ,  j  669. 


uv,  u, 

SIR,  N.S.  1669. 


^T^Hough  nothingcould  hap-  (pfUanquam  nihil  mihi  gratius 
pen  more  acceptable  to  iftá  occafione  accidere  po- 

me,  than  the  occafion  which  tuifjet,  quam  mibinuper  praibuit 
the  Portugal  ambaíTador  Jately  dtminus  hgatus  Portugallia \ 
gave  me,  not  only  of  promo-  non  modo  exoptatam  atrinque 
Cing  the  pcace  fo  much  defired  concordiam  &  finem  litium  ínter 
between  Portugal  and  this  Portugallia  &  F ceder ati  Belgii 
fíate,  (both  friends  and  con-  Status  (utrcfque  regí  domino 
federates  of  the  klng  my  ma-  meo  amicos  adeolA  con f, 'ceder atos) 

íler)  but  alfo  of  fhewing  fome  promovendi,  fed &  eodem  nomine 
little  mark  of  my  great  devo-  immenfi  erga  reginam  dominatn 
tion  for  the  cjueen  my  mif-  meam  olfequ.11  Jaltetn  exiguunt 
trefs  ;  yet  I  confefs,  my  fatif-  aliquod fpecimen  exhibendi  ,  au~ 
fa¿fion  was  much  encreafed  ¿iam  turnen  &  cumulaiam plan e 
by  your  royal  highnefs’s  let-  ex  literis  A .  V.  R.  obleólationcm 
ter,  when  I  found  howaccept-  tneam  fuijjs  confíteor ,  cum  illi 
able  that  fmall  fervice  was  to  tam  acceptum  extitiffe  ifludqua- 
}ou.  I  do  not  in  the  leaíf  Ucunque  ojficiwri  fumrná cu?nvo- 
pretend  to  deferve  the  thanks  luptate percepiffem.  Ego  me  au~ 
your  royal  highnefs  is  pleafed  tem  nec  gratias,  quas  mihi  digna- 
to  give  me,  at  leaíl,  not  upon  ta  efl  A .  R,  meruiffe prafero, 
any  other  account,  than  that  Jultem  non  alio  nomine  quam 
oí  defiring  byall  means  to  feek  fummi  füus  quo  temor  dejiderií 
other  and  greater  occafions  of  ulteriores  aliquas  &  majares  oc* * 
being  ferviceable  toyour  roy-  cafiones  conjequcndi ,  quibus  dc- 
al  highnefs,  and  tothe  affairs  of  voñjftmum  prorfus  in  A,  V.  R\ 
Portugal ;  and  in  fo  doing  I  id  res  Portugallia Jludium  me- 
itiay  have  fome  better  pie-  um  te/lar  1  peter o ,  benevolentiaui* 
tence  to  your  royal  highnefs’s  que  ijíam  cujus  tejümonio  me  tam 
favour,  wherewith  you  are  eximí}  ernatum  votan,  omni  mt- 
pleafed  to  honour  me»  hore  modo  demereri. 

I  wiíh  your  royal  highnefs  Valeat  Ínterin»  d  V  7? 


1 


rice  fus  cultores ,  rebufque  fuis- 
addidtiffmos^  af  limare  velit , 
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-*  *  •  *■  /*  A 

To  Sir  j'obn  Trevor. 

S  I  R5  Hague,  Dec.  io,  N.  S.  1669. 

IReceived  yefterday  yours  of  the  231!  paft,  together 
with  his  majefty’s  inftru&ions  of  the  22d  ;  and 
could  have  wifhed  Mr.  Werden  had  brought  them  with 
hini  for  a  referve,  though  not  to  have  been  communi- 
cated  till  the  laft  minute  of  his  ftay,  and  the  defpair 
of  all  other  triáis,  for  by  that  means  we  might  have 
kept  the  bufinefs  entire ;  whereas  now,  though  it  may 
recover  fome  life,  yet  I  much  doubt  whether  it  'ever 
can,  the  ílrength  and  health  of  its  firft  conftitution ; 
for  befides  fo  great  and  fo  many  jealoufies  as  are  enter- 
ed  into  it  on  all  fides,  I  count  monfieur  Marechal’s  go- 
ing  away  a  very  ill  accident ;  and  can  yet  make  no  guefs  - 
how  monfieur  Appleboome  will  acquit  himfelf  when- 
ever  we  íhall  come  to  the  payment  of  the  fubfidies, 
though  monfieur  Marechal  was  fo  forward  as  to  make  it 
fure:  but  Mr.  Werden  can  tell  you  how  different  forts 
of  men  they  are  •,  and  for  ought  I  fee,  all  bufinefies  de- 
pend  upon  the  qualities  of  the  men  that  manage 
them  ;  which  (confidering  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this)  is  all 
I  íhall  fay  in  anfwer  of  your  compliment  to  me  ;  that 
it  is  in  very  good  hands. 

I  gave  you  an  account  in  my  laft,  of  the  bold  ad- 
vance  the  Dutch  had  made  to  the  confiable,  of  fio-n- 
ing  their  part  of  their  concert  alone  immediately  up¬ 
on  the  payment  of  the  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns. 
We  expedí  every  day  the  anfwer  to  this  propofition  ; 
and  finding  one  chufe  of  my  inftrudlions  tocommand 
the  fupprefiing  them,  in  cafe  I  find,  either  before  or 
after  their  arrival,  that  the  money  would  be  paid  ac- 
cording  to  the  treaty  of  May  laft,  I  thought  it  agree- 
able  to  what  I  conceive  of  his  majefty’s  intentions,  for 
me  to  take  no  notice  of  them  till  I  lee  what  this  return 
from  the  .confiable  will  produce ;  and  in  cafe  it  be  fol¬ 
io  wed 
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lowed  by  the  payment  of  the  money,  to  expedí  his  ma¬ 
jeíty’s  farther  ordcrs  before  I  proceed  upon  them.  If 
the  Confiable  ílill  iníift  to  have  the  concert  jointly 
figned,  I  ffiall  then  fall  into  the  coníideration  of  it  with 
the  Swedes  and  Dutch  miniíters*  and  endeavour  to 
bring  it  to  an  iííue$  according  to  his  majeíty’s  inflruc- 
tions,  but  Ib  as  not  to  proílitute  our  offer  till  we  have 
aíTurance  that  no  more  difficulties  will  be  made  by 
Spain  ;  ñor  any  changos  defired  in  that  concert  whicíl 
has  fo  long  been  framed,  and  in  which  I  have  not 
obferved  the  leafl  inclination  in  any  of  the  miniflers 
here  to  aamit  of  any  alterations.  1  fuppofe  it  is  not 
his  majeíty's  intention  I  íliould  confent  to  the  concert, 
but  in  conjunétioñ  with  the  Swedes  as  well  as  the 
Dutch,  in  cafe  the  Rrít  íliould  not  be  induced  to  it,  or 
raife  new  difficulties  :  and  according  to  this  apprehen- 
fion  I  ffiall  proceed.  In  all  which  points  I  am  more 
diítinct,  that  you  may  fiñd  whether  I  underíland  his 
majeíty’s  meaning  right^  and  may  pleafe  accordingly  to 
inform  and  diredt  me  ;  for  the  paces,  as  they  are  much 
more  difficult,  fo  they  ought  to  be  much  more  cau- 
tious  in  a  minifterwhen  his  inílrudlions  are  numerous 
and  particular,  as  mine  are  grown  in  this  affair.  And 
you  may  be  very  confident  when  they  are  once  given 
they  ffiall  be  pundlually  obferved  to  the  beíl  that  1  can 
underíland  them.  And  in  that  itfelf,  I  thank  God,  í 
have  not  yet  failed  ;  and  aefire  nothing  of  my  maíter 
and  my  friends  more  than  that  I  may  be  the  firít  to 
hear  of  it  when  I  do. 

I  did  enclofe  the  laíl  memorial  I  fent  the  States  upon 
the  bufinefs  of  Surinam  ;  and  fpoke  with  monfieurVan 
Béüningheíi  fmce  my  laíl  upon  it.  He  proteíls,  that 
for  his  part  he  is  of  opinión  (and  fo  are  moít  of  his  proT 
vince)  to  give  us  juíl  what  we  aík  in  that  mattér ;  but 
that  we  muí!  excuíe  the  delays  of  their  conílitution, 
when  the  diíTentof  one  province  makes  the  refolutions 
of  aü  the  other  lame.  He  confefied,  that  though  Zea- 
land  had  confented  to  what  I  mentioned  in  two  of  my 
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late  lettcrs,  yet  they  had  ordered  their  deputles  to  de- 
lay  the  conclulion  of  it  for  a  while  *,  ío  as  they  had 
been  torced  to  write  once  more  to  convince  them  of 
the  neceffity  which  Holland  thought  there  was  to  dií- 
patch  it  fpeedily  as  well  ás  effeólually  ;  and  he  hoped 
íor  a  fudden  and  good  anfwer  from  them. 

The  minifters  here  have  been  earneft  with  me  to 
propofe  to  his  majefty,  to  go  the  fame  or  equal  pace 
with  them  in  laying  impofitions  upon  the  French  com- 
modities ;  which  they  think  would  prove  .the  greateít 
parfimony  that  either  of  us  could  ufe,  and  be  a  greater 
blow  to  í  ranee  than  armies  could  give.  And  they  fay5 
in  cafe  his  majefty  fhould  refolve  upon  it,  they  would 
go  as  far  as  he  plcafed  in  it ;  whereas  without  that* 
they  muft  be  fomething  tenderer  than  they  would  be* 
They  would  fain  engage  me  likewife  to  propofe  to 
his  majefty  their  joining  with  us  in  equal  proportion  of 
íhips  and  men  for  the  carrying  on  a  war  againft  Al- 
giers  :  but  I  fuppofe  their  end  is,  that  they  may  be  com- 
prehended  likewiíe  in  a  peace  with  them,  which  may 
perhaps  be  our  fartheft  aim :  and  fo  I  tell  them  this 
might  have  been  a  wrelcome  propofal  when  we  began 
tofet  out  our  fleet*  but  can  fignify  little  now  the  ac- 
tion  leems  near  an  end  :  however,  that  fuch  things  are 
fitter  to  be  propofed  by  their  own  ambafíador  in  Eng- 
land  than  by  me :  and  I  mention  them  that  you  may 
be  prepared,  in  cafe  he  receive  inftruétions  to  propofe 
them  there.  I  am  always  as  becomesme,  &c. 

f  *  *\  *  4»  •  *  ’ 

To  S:r  Jo/jh  Trevor. 

_  Hague,  Dec.  13,  N.  S.  x66q., 

THough  I  had  liberty  given  me  by  your  laft  of 
the  2d  paft,  to  make  ufe  of  my  late  inilructions 
as  íoon  as  I  plealed,  the  Conílable’s  poíitive  aniwerha- 
ving  fatisfied  you  what  we  were  to  expedí  from  thence , 
yet  the  advance  ha  ving  lince  been  madefrom  theDutch’ 
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by  the  oífer  I  acquainted  you  with  to  the  Confiable-,  [ 
refolved  flill  to  purilie  what  I  intended  in  my  laíl,  in 
fupprefiing  wholly  this  inflruflion  till  I  faw  the  Con- 
ílable’s  anfwer  to  the  States  letter,  and  what  hopes  that 
would  furniíh  us  with  of  obtaining  the  payment  of  the 
prefent  money  without  engaging  his  rnajefly  in  the 
concert  before  his  meafures  were  taken  more  fully  with 
Spain.  But  yeílerday  the  Spanifh  ambaífador  carne 
to  tell  me,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  their  a- 
gent  Fonleca,  which  aífures  him  that  orders  were  al- 
ready  fent  me  to  íign  the  concert ;  and  that  his  majeíly 
told  him  fo  at  the  lame  time  when  he  received  news  of 
Donjuán  de  Toledo’s  death.  1  told  him,  the  autho- 
rity  was  too  good  to  be  difputed  ;  and  therefore  I  con- 
fefled  I  had  received  orders  to  make  a  farther  advance 
for  the  fatisfaclion  of  Spain  and  the  confederates,  than 
his  rnajefly  had  yet  thought  fit  to  do,or  eíleemed  him- 
felf  at  all  obliged  to :  but  I  defired  them  to  believe 
there  was  nothing  to  give  them  any  the  leaít  hopes 
of  his  majeíly’s  charging  himfelf  with  any  part  of 
the  Swediíh  fubfidies.  That  if  they,  and  Sweden  and 
Holland,  could  agree  upon  that  point,  fo  as  to  difpofe 
Sweden  to  fign  the  firft  concert  that  was  propofed  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  guaranty,  his  rnajefly  would  go 
very  far  towards  the  concluíion  of  the  whole  matter. 
But  I  aífured  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  though  I 
were  agreed  with  Sweden  and  Holland  to  make  him 
an  offer  of  the  concert,  yet  we  would  not  do  any  thing 
towards  it  till  he  had  powers  to  confign  the  money  im- 

mediately,  without  any  new  difpatches  and  difficulties 
from  Bru fiéis. 


I  found  theSpanifli  ambaífador  had  immcdiately  up¬ 
on  receipt  of  his  letters  from  England  fent  an  extraík 
of  them  to  moníieur  de  Witt,  as  the  barón  d?Ifola  had 
done  to  moníieur  Applebome,  who  were  both  in  pain 
till  they  knew  the  truth  from  me,  and  fent  to  me  to 
that  purpoíe  :  and  knowing  the  ambaífador  would  be 
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as  diligent  to  inform  the  Confiable  as  them,  and  con  fe- 
Juently  influence  any  anfwer  not  already  given  to  the 
titch  letter  •,  I  refolved  to  go  and  talk  with  them  both 
upon  the  bufinefs,  and  concert  with  them  what  courié 
to  hold  in  the  progrefe  of  it.  I  could  not  get  a  titile  of 
lpeaking  with  monfieur  de  Witt  to  day,  but  did  with 
monfieur  Applebome  ;  and  much  to  the  fame  purpofe 
as  I  had  yefterday  to  the  Spanifii  ambaiTador,  but  plain- 
er,  and  in  more  confidence.  All  that  I  could  get  from 
mm  was,  that  he  would  read  oyer  that  firft  concert  to 
day,  and  confider  whether  he  could  íign  it j  that  it 
was  trae,  monfieur  Marechal  had  olfered  to  íign  fome- 
thing  hke  it,  but  containing  in  the  fame  act  the  fecuri- 
ty  oí  their  future  fubfidies,  which  they  were  to  infiíltip- 
on  before  they  fign  it.  I  told  him  all  the  diíFerence 
jould.tie,  that  whereas  they  contented  themfelves  be- 
íore  with  Spain’s  promife  of  one  half,  to  take  it  now 
íor  toree  parts,  if  the  Spaniards  would  be  perfuadedto 
and  they  had  the  fame  feenrity  for  one  as  fot  the 
other  (which  I  knew  they  reckoned  upon)  of  not  fur- 
niíhing  more  troops  than  irr  proportion  tQ  the  monev 
they  received.  He  feemed  a  good  deal  unfatisfkd  that 
me  Spanilh  ambaiTador  had  received  the  advice  from 
Hngland  before  the  anfwer  was  returned  from  the 
onícable  :  for  lince  we  will  make  no  part  of  the  fecu- 
nty  for  their  future  íubíidies,  I  find  they  would  very 
íain  touch  the  tvvo  hundred  thoufand  crowns  before 
they  give  the  coñcert,  which  they  might  then  fel! 
dearer  to  Spain,  or  at  leaít  make  it  the  price  of  their 
fatisfaóüon  growmg  due  by  the  two  next  payments  of 
the  four  hundred  eighty  thoufand  crowns  alreadv  due 
All  ended  between  us  with  this  promife,  of  aequaint- 
ing  me  with  his  lefolution,  lo  loon  as  he  had  coníidered 
it,  and  tne  prepofal  of  a  conference  upon  it  with  rron- 
fieur  de  Witt.  I  finel  now  the  want  I  ahvays  feared  of 
mónficui  IVIarcchal,  mIio  is  not  to  be  retneved  1  io 
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tliat  we  muíl  make  our  beft  of  what  we  have,  and  do 
aJl  we  can  to  put  him  out  of  his  pace. 

The  barón  d’lfola  carne  to  me  chis  afternoon  ;  and 
his  bufinefs  I  found  was  to  perfuade  me  to  fign  mon- 
íieur  Marechal’s  projeéls,  and  thereby  charge  his  ma- 
jefty  with  the  fifteen  thoufand  crowns  to  Sweden,  but 
upon  a  promife  from  the  Confiable,  of  Spain  fupply- 
ing  his  majeíly  with  the  fums  we  fhould  furnifh  upon 
that  engagement.  But  I  cut  him  off  íhort  in  that  and 
all  other  expedients  \  and  told  him,  íf  his  miyeíty  were 
induced  to  iign  the  concert,  as  it  was  more  than  they 
had  any  reafon  to  expedí  from  him,  fo  it  was  all  they 
were  to  hope  in  this  matter  ;  and  therefore  I  defired 
him  to  reckon  upon  it,  and  taice  their  meafures  ac- 
cordingly.  I  fuppofe  by  what  he  faid,  his  intentions 
are  to  go  away  for  Bruílels  within  a  day  or  two,  and 
bring  us  a  politive  refolution  of  what  we  are  to  expedí 
from  rirence  as  to  the  immediate  payment,  and  their 
promife  to  Sweden  of  three  parts  of  the  future  fubfi- 
dies  ;  but  he  will  firíl  endeavour  to  know  monfieur 
Applebome’s  mind,  who  will  at  leaíl  be  ftiff  in  this, 
that  the  promife  be  made  by  Spain  to  the  confedcrates 
and  not  diredtly  to  Sweden.  5 

Since  my  laíl  the  Lunenburg  envoy  carne  to  delire 
me,  that  l  would  let  his  majeíty  know  how  much  his 
maílers  eíleemed  themfelves  honoured  by  the  overtures 
his  majeíly  made  them  of  entering  into  an  alliance,  of 
which  he  was  the  head  :  that  thereupon  they  had  or- 
dered  him  to  attend  here  ever  fince,  in  hopes  of  fome 
farther  propofals  towards  theengaging  them  in  it ;  but 
that  his  maílers  hearing  no  farther  from  henee,  and 
nndmg  that  by  the  ill  pofture  of  our  triple  alliance 
ot  ter^pnnees  of  Germany  were  feeking  other  meafures 
they  nad  commanded  him  to  return  (whicli  he  fhould 
do  about  three  weeks  henee)  but  firíl  to  endeavour  bv 
my  nand  to  give  his  majeíly  the  beít  teftimonies  of 
their  affedlions  to  his  fervice,  and  good  intentions  to- 
waids  (he  ends  he  had  foglorioufly  engaged  in.  I  pro- 
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miled  him  to  perform i  the  mefiage,  and  employed  the 
re  of  my  diícourfe  in  convincing  him,  how  much 
more  tile  pri  rices  of  Germany  were  concerned  in  the 
eíence  of  Flanders,  than  his  majefty ;  and  that  how- 
ever\  ít  his  mafters  had  any  expeótations  befides  their 
own  interefts  towards  engaging  them,  they  oueht  to  be 
from  Holland,  and  not  from  us ;  fince  íhe  moíiim- 
poitant  ufe  of  their  troops  would  be  to  avve  the  biiliop 
ofMunfter,  who  might  otherwife  be  able  by  theFrench 
affiftances  to  divert  all  or  the  greateíf  nart  of  the  Dutch 
..torces  that  way,  and  thereby  leave  Flanders  open  to 
t  íe  Fiench.  He  confeíled  both  thefe  pointsj  and  I 

promifed  to  do  him  any  good  offices  I  could  towards 
the  Dutch  minifters. 

^Fhe  deputies  of  the  States  came  this  day  to  me  tQ 
afine  me  of  theii  delires  and  refolutions  to  fatisfy  his 
majefty  in  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam,  but  that  they  could 
not  yet  come  to  a  final  conclufion,  and  therefore  de- 
¡ired  me  to  have  patience  ror  a  little  longer  time,  after 
which  I  might  affure  myfelf  of  a  good  end  in  it  They 
pretended  monfieur  de  Witt’s  and  their  chief  minifters 
being  lo  much  taken  up  at  this  time  ;  but  upon  dif- 
courfe  confefied,  the  Zealanders  aim  tohave  theirnext 
ffiips  arrive  from  Surinam.  Upon  which  I  fell  into 
fome  heat  with  them  ;  and  told  them,  I  would  never 
íend  fuen  a  mefíage  to  his  majefty,  luch  delays  beincr 
fitter  for  law-fuits  than  public  negofiations ,  at  laft  con- 
cluded,  that  becaule  I  would  a  little  confider  their  mi¬ 
nifters  being  fo  much  taken  up  at  this  pinch,  about 
levies  and  other  aífairs  agitating  in  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land,  I  was  content  to  ftay  fix  days  longer  for  their  re- 
folution  in  this  matter,  upon  condition  I  ftiould  have 
it  in  that  time  to  his  majefty’s  fatisfadion.  To  make 
fhort  oí  a  long  conference ;  this  they  agreed  to  at  laft 
and  I  will  hope  may  keep  their  words,  fince  there  was 
one  of  the  Zealand  deputies  among  them. 

i  he  taík  you  give  me  ni  the  end  of  your  letter  is, 
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as  you  fay,  a  hard  one  ;  for  whatíoever  is  planted  of 
that  kind,  will  not  grow  long  or  well,  but  out  of  a 
good  root  at  home ;  however,  I  fhall  venture  at  it 
here  all  I  can  ;  and  daré  undertake  it  fhall  not  thrive 
worfe  inthis,  than  in  other  neighbour  foils.  I  am ,  &V. 

To  my  lord  Arlington . 

MyLord,  Hague,  Dec.  24,  N.  S.  1669. 

fTpHough  monfieur  Overkirk  wants  nothing  to 
make  him  welcome  every  where,  but  efpecially 
at  the  Hague,  yet  I  confeis  he  was  the  more  fo  to  me, 
by  a  letter  he  brought  me  from  your  lordffiip  ;  where - 
by  I  found  myfelf  to  be  not  altogether  forgotten  where 
Idefiremoft  to  be  remembered,  and  would  deferve  it 
if  I  could.  I  am  very  fenfible  that  the  right  you  fay 
he  has  done  me  there,  may  rather  prove  an  ill  office 
than  a  good  ;  but  however  I  am  not  the  lels  obliged 
by  his  good  meaning,  ñor  the  more  touched  by  their 
ill,  who  are  not  contení  I  ffiould  gain  a  little  efteem, 
whilft  I  am  contení  to  gain  nothing  elfe  ;  and  where  I 
ffiould  not  care  for  that  neither,  but  that  I  believe  it  to 
be  the  beíl  way  any  minifter  can  take  towards  the  ad- 
vantage  of  his  mafter’s  fervice.  Whilft  your  lordffiip 
hath  neither  ffiare  ñor  belief  in  the  ill  offices  are  done 
me,  I  fhall  very  eafily  neglebt  what  comes  from  other 
hands,  and  content  myfelf  with  not  deferving  them, 
and  with  the  aflfurance,  that  time  will  do  me  right ;  and 
that  your  lordffiip  will  not  lofe  your  confidence  of  me 
till  you  have  told  me  of  fome  one  aftion  in  my  whole  life, 
that  you  thought  did  not  becomc  a  man  you  were  in- 
chned  to  think  well  of.  And  fo  I  will  leave  that  fubjeét. 

I  agree  with  your  lordffiip  in  being  forry  that  Mr. 
Werden  did  not  ftay  to  fee  the  effeót  of  his  majefty’s 
laft  refolution  in  the  great  bufinefs  here  :  and  though 
the  ill  or  no  entertainments  of  this  place  might  excufe 
his  hafte  of  returning  *,  yet  I  believe  he  would  have  been 
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content  a  little  to  delay  it,  if  he  had  expedted  any  thing 
nevy  from  England :  and  for  my  part,  í  wiíh  nothinl 
rnoie  than  Tome  trüe  witneís  of  mv  carriage  where-ever 
i  am  employed  j  .which  I  doubt  not  he  would  have 
proved,  without  increaíing  any  more  than  leíTeninfí 
my  faults.  I  ílaall  do  neither  by  thofe  of  the  Soaniards, 
which  your  lordihip  has  fo  much  reafon  to  cenfure  and 
reproach :  ñor  íhould  I  be  lefs  amazed  at  thern,  but 
that  I  look  upon  thern  as  the  ufual  diftraftions  of  weak 
and  difeafed  bodies.  It  is  certain,  they  have  deferved 
io  little  of  us,  that  we  have  no  reafon  at  all  to  con¬ 
cern  ourfelves  in  their  interefts  or  dangers,  unlefs  we 
nnd  they  will  have  very  ítrong  and  neceílary  coníe- 
Olientes  upon  our  own  *,  and  in  that  cafe  our  orowing 
angry  vvith  thern  will  only  ftrve  to  hurt  ourfelves  ;  and 
we  had  better  help  thern  to  mend  their  faults,  than 
torce  thern  bydefpair  or  hardlhips  to  increafe  thern. 
IVloít  of  tu,,  numíters  hete,  not  knowing  what  to  malte 
or  their  late  conduft  in  the  difficulties  upon  theSwediíh 
money,  ñor  feeing  well  which  way  to  turn  themfelves, 
in  cafe  Spain  íhould  take  its  meafures  with  France  by 
an  exchange  of  Flanders,  begin  to  confefs  they  have 
dealt  too  roughly  with  thern,  in  impofing  not  only  the 
lav/s  of  a  hard  peace  upon  thern,  but  the  Swediíh  fub- 
fidies  at  the  fame  time,  and  ever  fince  refufincr  thern 
their  guaranty  till  thofe  were  paid  ;  and  feem  to  wiíh 
tliej.  had  eithcr  accepted  the  firít  propolal  I  was  íent 
hither  to  make  thern  upon  that  occafion,  or  elfe  endea-, 
vouied  a  dercníive  league  with  thern  after  the  conclu- 
íion  of  the  peace  at  Aix  }  I  mean,  if  it  might  have 
been  done  iji  conjunCtion  with  us  :  for  1  think,  while 
we  are  content  to  hold  firm  with  thern,  it  were  no 
greatmattertoundertake  they  fhall  never  take  any  mea- 
jures  without  us,  either  there  or  any  where  elle  ;  though 
I  know  there  are  reports  in  France  that  would  make 
ys  believe.it,  if  we  are  apt  to  thofe  impreííions. 

For  their  dctaining  us  lo  long  upon  the  point  ofSu- 

rinam. 
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rinam,  it  muft  be  attributed  to  the  conftitution  of  this 
State,  where  the  obftinacy  of  any  one  province  can  keep 
oíf  a  refolution  of  the  States  General  as  long  as  they 
pleale,  and  that  happens  often  where  (as  in  this  cale) 
the  mattertouches  one  province  by  a  particular  intereft, 
and  the  reft  only  by  a  general  one  ;  for,  I  am  furc,  the 
province  of  Holland  and  the  other  five  were  many 
months  ago  refolved,  not  only  to  give  us  in  fubílance 
the  fatisfadion  we  demanded,  but  in  our  own  forms 
too ;  till  they  found  that  Zealand  would  neither  be  per- 
fuaded  ni  gcurmandé  into  the  fame  refolution  ;  which 
hath  made  it  hang  lo  long,  and  go  over  at  laft  defedive 
as  to  what  we  expeded  about  one  of  our  own  íhips, 
though,  as  they  contend,  full  as  to  what  we  can  in  any 
way  ground  upon  our  articles.  For  their  great  arm- 
jng,  which  it  ieems  makes  more  noife  with  you  and 
in  France  than  it  does  here ;  1  fhall  not  need  give  your 
lordíhip  the  particular  of  it,  becaufe  that  is  done  with 
the  other  current  news  by  my  fecretary  Mr.  Blaithwait 
every  week  to  Mr.  Williamfon  ;  and  fhall  only  mark 
what  may  perhaps  have  efcaped  your  lordíhip,  that 
there  are  yet  no  adual  levies  here  agreed  upon,  but 
only  officers  chofen,  agreements  made  with  them,  and 
fecurity  taken  for  their  bringing  in  their  men  at  a  cer- 
tain  warning  when  they  fhall  be  called  upon  by  the 
States  :  fo  as  the  execution  of  what  is  hitherto  but  pre¬ 
pared  will  depend  upon  the  clcarer  difcovery  of  the 
French  or  the  Munfter  intentionsto  open  a  war:  both 
which  are  expeded  here,  and  equally  feared  ;  the  dif- 
ference  not  being  great  between  the  danger  of  Flanders 
and  their  own :  fo  that  I  can  only  anfwer  your  lord- 
fhip’s  queftion  about  the  States  meaning  in  this  point; 
that  it  is,  §>u9on  ne  les  trouve  fias  fans  veri  le  firintems 
qui  vient  \  and  that  if  it  may  prove  a  year  of  adion, 
they  will  not  be  found  without  arms  in  their  hands, 
for  the  better  making  either  of  peace  or  war.  It  is  a 
hgrd  attcmpt  what  your  lordíhip  mentions,  to  defend 

their 
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;^ghbr  u  fpight  of  their  teeth  i  yet  I  believe, 
,  ÍC  SP‘;.in  íhould  come  to  an  exchange  with  France, 
and  any  o f  thc  towns  of  Flanders  íhould  refufe  toobey 

l  ’  nor  c,°  be  íold  llke  flaves  (as  they  cali  it) 

j  >  theL  Spaniards,  or  not  to  be  ufed  like  flaves  by  the 

í’rench ;  you  would  lee  this  State  proteA  them  with  all 
teir  torces ;  and  blow  up  any  iuch  ends  of  a  war  in 
rianclers,  rather  than  venture  it  at  home;  and  per- 
¡aps  endeavour  (o  unite  any  fuch  new  member  into  the 
body  oí  their  State,  by  giving  them  an  eighth  voice 
m  their  generahty,  in  cafe  it  íhould  be  fuch  a  placeas 
Antwerp,  or  Gnent,  or  Bruges,  where  they  might ea- 
bly  come  with  their  arms  to  defend  it:  and  the?  have 
notice  oí  lome  iuch  difeourfes  already  a-foot  in  thefe 
parts  which  they  ncglect  not  to  foment,  as  a  proviíion 
againft  Iuch  a  blow  írom  Spain.  Jn  cafe  all  they  can 

10  íh?uId  n°c  be  ot  íorce  to  prevent  the  falling  of  Flan- 
ílers  into  the  Frcnch  hands,  I  believe  their  laft  re- 

ource  may  be  to  endeavour  being  received  as  a  circle 

^mpI.re:  but  *n  ab  tbebe  tranfaclions  their 
chieíeft  care  will  be  to  ftrengthen  their  unión  all  they 

can  with  us,  and  to  embark  us  in  what  they  now  ef- 
teem  the  common  caufe,  of  ftopping  the  growth  of 
the  t  rcmch  greatnefs.  For  though  they  fay,  and  with 
truth,  that  we  engaged  them  firítin  the  purluit  of  thefe 
meaíyres,  and  the  whole  courfe  of  their  prefent  coun- 
iels;  yet  they  would  be  much  at  eafe  to  lee  us  now  as 
warm  and  as  deep  in  them  as  they  are  themfelves,  and 

W°a-Í  §Ivc: 115  the  honour  of  leading  in  them  all. 

1  he  difeourfe  your  lordíhip  will  pofilbly  hear  about 
changes  or  decays  in  the  credit  of  the  miniftry  here  í 
believe  have  no  farther  fource  than  an  endeavour  in  the 
city  oí  Amílerdam  to  make  themfelves  more  confider- 
ed  than  as  a  Ampie  town  in  the  provinces ;  Anee  they 
pay  halí  oí  all  that  is  laid  upon  the  province  of  Fíob 
iand,  as  híolland  does  oí  all  that  is  levied  on  the  fe- 
ven  provinces ;  which  makes  them  believe  they  ou°ht 
at  leaft  in  lome  degree  to  be  yonAdered  in  the  province 
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as  Holland  is  in  the  State  ;  which  made  them  employ 
all  their  ftrength  tooppofe  thefa&ionofLeyden,  Dort, 
Rotterdam,  &c.  who  under  monfieur  de  Witt’s  in¬ 
fluente  have  of  late  years  carried  all  before  them  in  the 
uíual  ele&ions  *,  and  join  with  the  body  of  the  nobility 
here,  to  chufe  monfieur  Mattenefie  in  exclufion  of 
monfieur  Meerman  •,  where  the  conteít  was  about  an 
office  of  the  greateft  profit  in  thefe  countries,  and  of 
great  honour,  though  not  influence  upon  the  public  af- 
fairs.  They  have  likewile  lucceeded  well  in  the  late 
eleñion  of  officers  for  the  new  levies,  and  feem  difpofed 
to  run  on  ftill  in  a  ftring.  And  amongft  them  there 
have  of  late  been  overtures  about  making  a  new  mi- 
niíter,  under  the  ñame  of  Secretary  of  Jiate ;  whofe 
province  fhould  be  chiefly  to  receive  the  addrefles  of  fo- 
reign  minifters,  and  take  the  care  of  all  foreign  dif- 
patches  *,  and  lo  eafe  monfieur  de  Witt  of  that  atten- 
tion  he  is  fain  to  give  thofe  as  well  as  the  home-affairs. 
And  this  I  fuppole  was  calculated  for  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen,  who  has  filently  had  a  great  hand  in  all 
the  counfels  and  motions  of  this  town  of  Amfterdam  ; 
and,  I  bclieve,  will  in  effeét  come  to  have  the  chief 
part,  or  at  leaft  burthen,  in  foreign  tranfaótions,  whe- 
ther  with  any  new  ñame  or  no. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  in  thefe  late  brigues  has  very  pru- 
dently  avoided  any  appearance  of  being  a  party  in  them ; 
and  contented  himfelf  with  going  his  ufual  pace,  but 
Jtickling  no  farther  in  any  of  them  ;  feeming  rather  to 
intend  and  endeavour  the  compofure  of  all,  than  the 
valuing  himfelf  upon  a  divifion*  which  I  believe,  with 
his  being  fo  very  necefiary  to  the  State,  will  ever  pre- 
ferve  him  in  his  confideration  here,  without  fome  violent 
revolution ,  to  which  nothing  feems  at  all  difpofed. 

Among  the  late  divifions  of  this  province,  one  great 
point  has  been  about  the  intended  prohibition  of  French 
icomrnodities;  which  has  been  violently  carried  on  by 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  and  his  town  of  Amfterdam, 
put  oppofed  and  tempered  by  the  towqs  of  the  other 

fadtign. 


9“  Leí  ten  of  Str  William  Temple , 

*e  SnclíTrad',  antt' pr£"P0f £«  “'f’  “ 

Sr„Th  >SS  2  cot 

rhi  t-u  j  ,n§iand  *  t^at  whether  it  will  go  farther 

ha?  are  in  °/,the  comnion  French  commodities 
ph  are. In  wea,r’ 1  know  not;  though  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  reckoned  (not  long  fince)  abfolutely  that 

Jt  would  be  carried  to  French  falt  and  brandy  and  if 
we  would  gothe  lame  pace,  it  íhould  reaci/to  their 
me  too:  which,  he  beheved,  would  foon  bring  France 
into  fuch  a  confumption  as  would  keep  themfrom  bl- 

wnh  °h tr0ub  elome  ab'(oad-  But  I  entered  no  farther 
íth  him  mto  any  difeourfe  of  that  kind  becaufe  í 

doubc  whether  we  are  of  a , emper  or  a  homooTro  m! 

welTldé  eXeCUK  a|,y  bold  fmart  propofítions,  how 
ioevei  conceived,  orconducing  to  our  health  and 

CS :  -th°lIgh  *Sueftion  not  at  all  but  God 
Almighty  has  given  us  the  power  of  going  as  hi<rh  as 

lordlin  f  T  nei§hbours’  b«  perhaps,  as°your 
wav  nt’  unknown  to  ourfelves,  and  in  another 
vay  tLan  lome  of  us  would  be  glad  to  have  had  it 
But  whgre-ever  it  lies  I  doubt  it  will  never  come  our’ 

J  hiS  maJefty  can  find  the  means  to  make  an  end  of  all 
fencing  with  the  bents  of  his  parliament,  or  diícon 

?endit°oftPe°p!e;  br!nS  b's  government  into  the 
c.edit  of  having  no  other  aims  ñor  intereíls  but  thofe 

ofhis  fubjeíls  in  general,  not  in  particular  5  ñor  con- 
fequently  any  eye  upon  their  money  but  for  thofe  ufes 
they  are  willjng  to  give  it.  This  1  confefs  is  my  opi¬ 
nión  upon  the  whole,  and  that  all  does  not  confiftip 
a  parliament  s  being  prevailed  with  to  give  what  is  aík- 
ed  in  point  oí  money,  as  I  find  many  people  think 
However,  I  íhould  never  have  faid  it  to  any  but  youé 
!0rd¡hlP  5  nnor  to  yo«  neither,  but  induced  by  the  me 
lanchdy  refleftions  I  obferved  in  your  letter  upon  this 
iubjeíl  but,  whatever  mine  or  another’s  opirnon  is  I 
am  confident  every  man  that  thinks  at  all,  muft  think 

K  Wpr?  b0C  amifs  íf  his  majefly  and  his  mipifers  would 

once 
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once  for  all  confider  and  agree  upon  a  general  draught 
of  thofe  ways  and  counfels  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
as  they  judge  will  beít  anfwer  the  great  ends  of  the 
king  and  kingdom’s  fafety,  honour,  and  quiet.  For 
when  jflich  a  fcheme  is  once  agreed  upon,  all  the  parts 
of  it  may  be  purfued  in  their  order,  and  with  conftant 
application  till  they  are  brought  to  pafs ;  at  leaft  fuch 
ás  fail  not  in  the  trial,  and  fo  are  foiínd  to  have  been 
ill  conceived.  But  if  it  fhould  prove  (as  I  find  lome 
men  think)  that  we  live  only  by  the  day ;  and  content 
Oürfelves  to  patch  up  things  as  they  break  out,  and  fiy 
at  the  game  as  it  rifes  *,  it  is  at  the  beft  but  like  birding 
or  hawking,  vvhich  may  furnifh  a  diíh  or  two,  but 
can  never  keep  the  houfe. 

If  your  lordfhip  can  pardon  all  this  liberty  and 
trouble,  I  will  not  run  myfelf  into  theoccafion  of  afk- 
ing  it  again  *,  if  not,  you  muft  lay  the  whole  fault  up¬ 
on  your  own  letter,  or  rather  upon  my  not  having 
heard  from  you,  or  written  to  you  of  late  •,  and  upon 
my  perpetual  ftrong  inclinations  of  returning  into  my 
oíd  correfpondence,  juít  as  a  man  does  into  an  oíd  love, 
which  lies  ftill  at  heart,  however  diverted  or  difcontinu- 
ed*  But  becaufe  I  ufe  fo  much  freedom  in  the  account 
of  difpoíitions  here,  and  of  my  own  thoughts,  I  fend  it 
by  Mr.  Richard’s  conveyance  to  your  own  hands  ; 
in  which  I  fliall  ever  think  all  fafe  that  concerns  me, 
becaufe  I  have  been  always,  and  am  with  fo  much  paf- 
fion,  my  lord,  your,  fíe. 

To  the  Confiable  of  Cafiile .  Avi  Connetable  de  Caftile. 


Hague,  Jan.  23. 
My  Lord,  N.S.  1670. 
Doubt  not  but  the  Spaniíh 
ambafíador  has  by  this 
courier  communicated  to  your 
excellency  the  projeft  of  the 
concert  for  particular  forces, 

drawn 


La  Hoye ,  le  23  fan. 
Monficur ,  S.  N .  1670. 

E  ne  donte  pus  que  monfieur 
VambaJJadeur  d> Efpagne  ne 
cemmunique  a  V.  E,  par  ce  con - 
r'ier  le  projet  du  concert  des  forcee 
particuliereSy  lequel  a  cié  arrete 

ley 
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drawn  up  by  confent  of  the 
minifters  of  the  three  confe- 
derates  :  and  1  can  aíTure  your 
excellency,  that  to  bring  it 
into  form,  all  the  faid  mini- 
ítcis  have  ílretched  their  pow- 
ers  as  inuch  as  poííible,  fo  that 
there  will  be  no  room  to  prefs 
them  farther ;  and  it  has  been 
withdifficulty  enough  that  we 
have  refifted  the  inftances  of 
the  Swediíh  minifíer  to  have 
his  guaranty,  rather  than  make 
this  pace  after  fo  many  other 
unprofitable  ones.  He  afores 
us>  that  he  never  advanced 
nny  propofition  of  bringino* 
troops  from  Pomerania  or  Bre- 
meny  becaufe  *there  are  no 
more  in  thofe  parts  than  what 
ferve  for  garrifons ;  and  when 
he  is  preíled  upon  this  point, 
he  anfwers  us,  that  to  main- 
tain  fupernumerary  troops  in 
thofe  parts  they  muí!  have  fub- 
fidies  even  in  time  of  peace ; 
and  upon  this  condition  Swe- 
den  wiil  be  contenta 

I  think  what  he  promifes  is 
fufHcient;  that  is,  to  bring  in¬ 
to  the  fie  Id  the  16000  men  in 
three  rnonths  after  the  attack ; 
for  there  is  no  appearance  of 
employing  fogreat  forces,  un- 
iefs  by  way  of  diverfion ;  fince 
the  troops  to  be  furniíhed  by 
hismajeílyand  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral,  joined  to  thofe  of  the 
catholic  king,  will  ,  be  as 
many  asean  be  well  employed 
for  the  defencc  of  Planders  ; 
for  it  is  not  deíigned  they 

fliould 
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tcy  Par  le  eonfentemeni  des  tnini- 
Jlfes  des  trois  confederez.  Je 
puis  bien  affurer  //.  E.  que  pour 
le  reduire  ¿  la forme  ou  ilejl,  tous 
les  mtnijlres  fe  font  relachez  a 
l  envi,  íéf  autant  qu'il  leur  a  été 
poffible.  II  feroit  ¡mtj¡e  ¿e 
prejjer  de  nouveau ,  &  pretendre 
en  obtenir  davantage  ;  nous  avons 
trouvé  ajfez  de  dijfcult'e  d  T em¬ 
poner  Jur  le  minijlre  de  Suede. 
pour  avoir fa  guar antie  avant  que 
d  aller  plus  loin,  &  de  f aire  de 
nsuveaux  pas  inútiles ,  ciprés  tous 
ceux  que  nous  avions  faits .  II 

nous  ajjeure  de  ri  avoir  jamais 
ríen  propose  qui  tendit  a  faire 
vemr  des  troupes  de  Porneranié 

n\  7  font  des  lieux 

OUIÍ  n  y  en  a  pas  un  plus  grand 

nombre  que  ce  qu'il  faut  pour  les 
garrifons ;  qui  fi  Pon  le  preffefur 
cepoint^  il  nous  repond ,  que  pour 
entretemr  des  troupes  fupernu- 
mer aires  en  ces  lieux 4a ,  il  faut 
desfubfidies  en  tenis  depaixmeme i 
f  qidd  ces  conditions  la  Suede  en 
Jera  fatisfaite. 

II  me  femble  que  dejl  ajfez 
qu  il  promette  de  fa¡r  \ agir  les 
16000  hommes  trois  mois  é coules 
apres  Paita  que ;  car  il  ny  a  guere 
d  apparence  d'employer  de  fi 
glandes  forces ,  que  par  veye  de 
diverfion :  les  troupes  qui  doivent 
etre  fournies  par  fa  majefle 
les  htats  Géneraux  étant  joinies 
//  ce  lies  du  voy  catholiqué ,  leur 
nombre  Jera  fuffifant  pour  la  de- 
fonje  des  P ais- has  ;  car  on  71  a 
Pas  dffinn  de  fe  repan  áre  dans  le 
Palsr  éfé  sj  elargir ,  ni  de 

pared  re 
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fiiould  be  maítersof  thc  field. 
Yourexcellency  Tees,  that  you 
may  reckon  if  you  pleafe  upon 
j  ooco  men  from  the  States  in 
15  days  time ;  and  though 
there  be  no  term  fpecified  by 
the  king  my  maíler,  I  think 
yourexcellency  need  makc  no 
difficulty  upon  it,  íince  the 
words,  as  foon  as  poffble ,  ñg- 
nify  the  íhorteft  time  one  can 
defire.  And  I  confefs,  that 
not  having  obferved  anv  re¬ 
flexión  upon  the  time,  in  the 
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paroitre  maitrc  de  la  campagnt . 
E.E  .  volt  que  quand  II  luí  pied¬ 
ra ,  quinze  jcurs  de  tems  la  ren- 
dront  maitrejje  de  dix  riiillc 
hommes  de  troupes  des  litats  Ge¬ 
neran x  \  íéf  a  Pegar  d  du  roy  morí 
maitrc,  quoyqne  le  t crine  11  c  foit 
ni  exprimé ,  ni preciíement fipecfie, 
ll  me  femble  pourtant  que  V.  E. 
ne  peut  fonner  des  diffeultes  Jur 
cela;  car  ces  mots ,  Au  plutót 
que  taire  fe  pourra,  emportent 
bien  un  termc  limité ,  quelque 
court  qu  on  v aúlle fe fioufientendre , 


orders  oí  the  queen  regent  of  per fionne  n  ay antjamais  exige  une 
Spain,  which  were  communi-  cbojeplntot  qucllene fie peut  faire. 
cated  to  us  by  the  ambaílador  J’avoiieray ,  que  les  crdres  & 
Gamarra,  I  gave  no  notice  of  pleins  pouvoirs  de  la  reine  re - 
it  tohismajefty,  thinking  my-  gente  d'Efipogne ,  qui  nous  ont 


felf  fufficiently  guarded  by  my 
powers,  to  ñgn  the  fame  pro- 
jeX  which  had  been  fent  into 
Englandas  well  as  Spain. 


I  hope,  that  as  foon  as  your 
excellency  will  ha  ve  fent  pow¬ 
ers  to  the  Spaniíh  ambaílador 
to  deliver  the  money,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  fign- 
ing  the  projedt  as  it  has  been 
communicated  to  him.  And 
I  do  not  think,  from  what  I 
can  judge  by  the  miniíler  of 
Sweden,  that  the  affair  is  like- 
ly  tó  fufter  any  farther  delays; 
whereof  I  though  t  good  to  give 
your  excellencv  this  intelli- 


eté  communiqués  par  Pamba Ja- 
deur  Gamarra ,  ne  faifiant  au- 
cune  mention  de  cette  petiie  diffe ~ 
vence, je  n  en  avoispas  aonn'e avts 
a  fia  majcjlé ,  me  croyant  afisés 
muni ,  &  afisés  autorisé  par  mes 
pleins 'pouvoirs  pour  Jigner  le 
.  me  me  projet  qui  avoit  été  cnvsyé 
en  Angleterre  aufiji  bien  qu  en 
pague . 

J" efipere  que  cüs  que  V.E.  aura 
depeché  les  pouvoirs  a  Pamba  ¡Ja- 
de  ur  d'  Ej pague  de  ddivrer  Par- 
gent ,  il  ti  y  aura  plus  de  dificul¬ 
te  a  la  jignature  clu  projet ,  tel 
qu  ¡l  luy  a  été  communi  qué  :  et 
autant  que  je  le  puis  juger ,  fiur 
tont  par  rapport  au  minijlre  de 
S ue de,  je  ne  croy  plus  que  cette 
affair e  trouve  de  retardement . 
(-'de/i  dequoy  j'ay  voulu  donner 
avis  á  J  .  E .  C\*(i  a  elle  a  en  ufer 

fielen 


gence. 
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gence,  which  you  may  malee  felón  fa  prudence ,  &  les  Inter eis 
ieo  accoi  ing  to  your  pru-  de  fon  roy ,  &  a  mejlimer  comme 

dence,  and  the  intereftsof  the  je  fuis ,  &c. 

King  your  maíter.  I  am,  my 
lord,  your, 

To  Sir  pfohn  Tremor. 

) 

IS,IR*  ,  ,,  Hague,  Jan.  24,  N.  S.  167a 

Am  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  7th  with  an  enclo- 
fed  to  moníleur  Van  Beuninghen,  which  I  have  fent 
to  Amfterdam,  having  firft  peruied  it  as  you  pleafed  to 
give  me  leave.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  upon  it  till  I  have 
ipoken  with  him,  and  feen  how  we  agree  in  mátter  of 
laft ;  becaufe  the  weight  of  aíí  feems  to  lie  upon  the 
ule  of  thofe  prívate  contraéis  to  the  exclufion  of  our 
trade,  having  been  difowned,  if  not  invalidated,  by  the 
treaty  between  the  two  riations  after  the  firft  war ;  and 
upon  the  praétice  having  been  exercifed  accordingly 
for  íeveral  years  after  and  till  within  few  years  of  oür 
fecond  war :  which  two  points,  if  they  can  be  eviden- 
ced  by  the  treaty,  and  by  fufficient  teílimon  es  of  the 
lubfequent  praétice,  we  have  certainly  all  the  reafon  in 
the  world  for  our  demands.  But  if  we  muít  rely  upon 
the  common  equity  in  freedom  of  traille  between 
friends,  we  are  engaged  in  the  queítion  upon  which 
we  cannot  yet  agree  ;  whether  the  fame  rules  are  cür- 
rent  in  the  Indies  as  in  Europe :  to  which  I  fuppofe  we 
fhall  hardly  ourfelves  confent  if  the  Weít  muít  be  com- 
prehended  as  well  as  theEaít.  But  1  fhall  be  able  to 
fay  more  upon  this  when  1  have  got  a  fight  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  after  the  firft  war,  and  heard  monfieur  Van  Beunin¬ 
ghen  upon  your  letter :  and  in  the  mean  time  fhall  af- 
fure  you  of  all  the  offices  I  can  poífibly  render  towards 
the  obtaining  of  what  we  pretend. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  my  íaít  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
Surinam  j  being  engaged  in  my  endeavours  of  difpofing 

thofe 


and  otber  Mmijiers  of  State. 


thoíe  of  Zealand  to  let  it  país  fmooth  when  it  comes  to 

the  States  General :  fuch  ftops  bemg  eaíier  preventcd 

than  removed,  while  men  are  fo  apt  to  perfift  in  wliar 

they  have  once  faid.  In  the  mean  time  the  Penfioner 

of  Zealand  preñes  me  to  procure  the  ñames  of  fuch 

as  his  majefty  intends  to  employ  as  commiíTioners,  be- 

fore  the  orders  here  are  configoed  me,  according  as 

they  defired  in  their  laft  letter :  wherein  you  may  ob- 

ferve  the  ñames  of  three  men  to  be  inferted  on  purpofe 

that  his  majefty  rmght  decline  them  in  this  commi/Tion; 

JÍ  you  pleafe  to  fend  me  the  ñames,  I  fuppofe  it  may  be’ 

neceíTary  to  the  expediting  of  thefe  orders  ;  unleis  you 

íhould  think  of  any  inconvenience  in  it,  which  occurs 
not  to  me, 


In  purfuit  of  the  late  conferchce,  whereof  I  o-ave 
you  account  in  my  laft,  we  have  agreed  upon  this^ en- 
cloled  projed  tobe  fent  to  the  Conftable,  as  that  which 
he  may  hope  will  be  figned  upon  the  money  being 
paid  ;  and  wherein  I  am  fure  there  is  not  any  thina  of 
the  leaft  moment  changed,  as  to  what  concerns  his  ma- 
jelty ;  though  the  changing  of  the  form  that  you  fent 
me  could  not  be  avoided,  becaufe  it  was  without  in- 
troduóhon  or  conclufion,  and  befides  it  went  a  ftep 
tarther  than  the  Swedifh  minifter  was  willing  to  ao  in 
making  it  an  ad  to  the  Spaniards ;  whereas  tliis  runs 
only  as  an  ínftrument  between  themfelves,  of  which 
the  Spaniíh  minifters  are  to  have  only  an  authentic 
copy ;  and  fince  the  Swedes  had  rather  have  it  this  wav 
1  thought  beít  to  agree  with  them,  at  leaft  if  the  Spa* 
mards  will  be  contented  with  it :  but  I  would  not  be' in^ 
duced  to  engage  his  majefty  in  point  of  time  ;  though 

K^SKneVrerfeíred  rUh  m°re  earneftnefs  to  any  thing, 
both  by  the  Spaniards  and  by  the  Dutch,  who  fent  their 

deputies  twice  to  perfuade  me  to  it,  becaufe  tfiey  were 

linwftling  to  leave  the  Conftable  thatway  of  efeaping  us. 

And  to  fay  the  truth,  in  my  own  judgment  I  thouo-ht 

lt  very  httle  material,  but  I  had  no  orders  to  o-0farther 

-Vei.  II.  H  * 
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in  it-,  and  have  to  the  Spaniards  taken  upon  myfeif 
tíie  not  having  given  his  majefty  any  notice  of  thatpre-^ 
tenlion  early  enough  to  have  it  included  in  my  powers  y 
as  you  wili  fee  by  the  inclofed  copy  of  the  letter  I  yef- 
terdaywrote  the  Confiable*  in  conjunclion  withanothef 
from  the  States,  to  prefs  conclufion  in  this  affair. 

For  particular  occurrents,  I  refer  to  what  goes  to 
Mr.  Cook,  being  unwilling  to  charge  myfeif  with  the 
credit  of  current  news  ;  which  I  have  ever  found  fo  un^ 
certain,  that  a  man  may  be  coníidered  more  for  what  he 
does  not  write,  than  what  he  does.  Yet  I  will  trouble 
you  with  two  fmall  matters,  whether  they  deferve  itor 
no.  Monfieur  de  Rohan,  brother  to  the  duke  de  Mom- 
bacon,  having  foid  his  place  of  Grand  Veneur  for  four 
hundred  and  odd  thoufand  livres,  carne  hither  laít  week 
to  difpofe  of  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  in  this  coun- 
try,  though  intereft  is  not  half  fo  high  as  in  France  * 
ánd  has  done  it :  which  I  reflefted  on,  becaufe  I  had 
heard  formerly,  he  was  a  perfon  as  well  with  his  ma- 
fter  as  almoíl  any  at  court. 

There  was  executed  this  week  at  Amílerdam  a  per- 
fon  of  very  good  quality  and  credit  among  them,  only 
íor  having  engaged  the  copies  of  an  obligation  he  had 
from  the  admiralty,  inftead  of  the  original,  to  fome 
períons  from  whom  he  took  up  money  upon  them  t 
and  though  he  was  nephew  to  one  of  the  burgomafters 
of  that  town,  and  brother  to  the  treafurer  of  Zealand, 
and  all  the  inftances  that  couldbe,  weremadefor  hav-. 
ino;  him  condemned  all  his  life  to  a  hole  where  he  could 
neither  fee  ñor  ftir,  with  ofler  of  repaying  all  the  money 
he  had  taken  up  5  and  afterwards  a  thoufand  pounds 
would  have  been  given  to  have  had  him  executed  in 
prifon;  yet  he  could  not  efcapelofing  his  head  with  the 
cerumen  forms  in  public,  to  the  lofs  of  his  creditors,, 
who  were  as  much  concerned  to  fave  him  as  his  friends.- 
Which  l  obferved  as  a  remarkable  ftrain  of  the  juftice 
here,  fo  much  different  from  the  ftyle  of  molí  other 
places.  I  am,  Sir,  &c.  y# 


mtd other  Minifters  of  State.  g* 

\  I 

! To  my  lord  Arlington. 

'  t*  ‘  | 

,  My  Lord,  Hague,  Feb.  7,  N.  S.  1 6y o. 

SIncc  my  laft  I  llave  received  your  lordíhip’s  of  the 
28th  paft;  and  doubtnot  but  before  this  arrives, 
you  will  be  fully  fatisfied  by  the  late  accounts  I  have 
given,  of  our  progrefs  here,  towards  the  conclufion  of 
what  had  fo  long  depended  between  us  and  the  Spaniíh 
minifters :  I  cannot  yet  fay  the  money  is  paid  *  but  I 
lee  nothing  that  wants  towards  it,  only  the  adjufting 
of  that  conjünftion  (demanded  by  the  Conftable)  of 
merchants  at  Antwerp :  for  the  Spaniíb  dealings  are  in 
lo  ¡11  credit,  that  it  is  hard  to  find  any  who  will  give 
caütion  for  fuch  a  fum  to  the  Spaniards,  and  in  their 
bwn  dominions,  where  they  can  plead  and  judge  them- 
felves :  I  believe  the  States  muft  at  laft  engage  to  the 
merchants  here,  that  they  will  indemnify  them  from  all 
that  Ihall  fall  out  on  this  occafion  :  though  after  the 
arrival  of  the  ratifications  from  England  and  Sweden, 
the  Spaniards  íhould  malee  a  Querelle  d Allemand  with 
their  correfpondents  at  Antwerp,  and  forcé  them  to 
any  prejudice  without  any  preterice. 

;  _  1  gave  monfieur  de  Witt  the  firft  news  of  the  French 
king’s  declaration,  to  remit  the  judgment  of  the  dif- 
fereilces  depending  on  the  peace  to  his  majefty’s  and 
the  Crown  of  Sweden ’s  arbitration  :  he  thought  the 
leaving  out  the  States  was  fomething  difcourteous  on 
the  French  fide;  but  faid,  however,  he  was  very  glad 
of  the  thing  being  done,  and  hoped,  as  the  buíinefs 
íhould  recave  no  hurt  by  any  refentment  on  their  íTde, 
fó  it  would  receive  none  on  our  fide  by  any  effeét  of 
the  great  cajolry  of  Frarice  ;  efpecially  fince  this  refo- 
lution  appeared  by  the  time  to  have  another  lource 

than  only  the  civility  or  deference  of  that  court  towards 
his  majefty. 

I  doubt  the  confidence  in  this  declaration  will  ftop 

H  2  the 
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the  levies  which  were  intended  for  this  fpring,  thougf* 
e  e  mimfters  are  not  the  moft  believing  in  the  French 
promiíes  ;  and  I  am  not  ver  y  confident,  the  effe<5t  of 
this  iaft  maynotbe  fpoiled  byfome  unreafonable  anfwer 
trom  bpain  upon  it;  having  been  confirmed  in  fuch  a 
fuípicion  by  the  barón  d’Ifola’s  opinión,  who  told  me 
he  would  wnte  to  the  marquis  Cartel-Rodrigo,  to  ad- 
vile  that  the  queen  lhould  accept  this  offer  of  France 

*  pourveu  que  le  roy  trís-chñtien  remettroit  au  mime 
arbitrage  toutes  les  contreventions  de  la  paix  dont  l'Efpavm 
s  eftott  plainta  la  conference  de  Lijle.  Which  concerns 
the  fpoils  of  Burgundy,  and  which  France  would  never 
admit  to  give  jomtly  in  the  conference  with  their  pre- 
teníions  about  the  dependences.  I  told  the  barón,  I 
feared  iuch  an  anfwer  might  ruin  the  bufinefs,  lince  it 
could  not  come  till  the  beginning.  of  the  fpring,  and 
might  then  give  the  French  a  pretext  of  recallin^  his 
wora ;  after  the  paffing  of  it  had  laid  aíleep  all  thouo-hts 
or  preparations  lor  war  both  in  Flanders  and  HoUandl 
from  whence  the  firft  afliftance  is  to  be  expeled :  and 
Chat  I  thought  the  anfwer  of  Spain  ought  to  be  full  and' 
abfolute  as  to  the  acceptance,  of  what  is  offered  bv 
France:  and  if  they  would  make  room  for  the  contra- 
ventions  he  mentions,  that  they  lhould  do  it  rather  by 
enlarging  the  acceptance  than  reftraining  it  to  any  con- 
dition,  and  fay  they  accepted  the  arbitrage  upon  thofc 
dependences,  and  all  other  differences  ar  ifing  upon  the. 
peace ;  m  tne  difcuiTion  whereof  the  Spaniíh  pretenfions 
might  likewife  be  brought  before  the  arbitrators,  but 
at  a  more  feafonable  time  than  this  next  fprino-  wilf 
prove.  The  barón  profefíed  to  be  convinced  by  thefe' 
reafons  :  but  becaufe  there  is  not  much  truft  to  a  per¬ 
lón  who  is  fo  far  in  Ibve  with  his  own  fufficiency,  and’ 
íeems  to  mind  the  valuing  of  himfelf  at  leaft  equally. 

*  PLrc‘r,Juled  the  moji  Cbripian  king  ivould  refer  to  the  /ame  arbitra™ 
*I¡  the  contraventim  of  the  fhct,  whereof  Sfwn  cowplaimd  at  the  con- ■ 
firma  of 

*«  * 

wítü 


- 
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and  other  Minijlcrs  of  State. 

♦ríth  the  doing  of  his  bufinefs ;  I  thought  it  not  im- 
pertineht  to  give  your  lordfhip  my  reflexión  upon  this 
matter,  thac  ¡f  you  approve  it,  you  may  by  fome  fafe 
way  or  cypher  tranfmit  it  to  Sir  Wiiliam  Godolphin  : 
fbr  otherwife  I  am  confident  the  Spaniíh  anfwer  will  be 
perplexed  with  thofe  contraventions,  which  have  held 
the  commiflioners  all  this  while  at  a  bay  at  JLiíle,  and 
will  not  be  admitted  by  France  in  the  decifion  of  the 
dependences. 

I  fent  your  lordlhip  enclofed  barón  d’Ifola’s  rou^h' 
propofitions  concerning  his  mafter’s  joining  with'  the 
triple  alliance,  which  the  minifters  of  the  confederates 
think  fit  to  difcourfe  firít  among  themfelves,  and  after- 
wards  enter  into  conference  with  him,  as  the  minifters 
of  one  united  power,  All  we  can  do  at  firft  will  be 
to  communicate  what  paílés  to  our  mafters :  and  there- 
fore  I  fend  your  lordlhip  the  firft  propofals  by  ad- 

vance,  t’nat  I  may  the  Iboner  know  your  reflections  up¬ 
on  them,  '  - 

After  what  will  país  here  in  the  conclufion  of  our 
guaranty  and  Swediíh  payments,  1  think,  if  monfieur 
Ognati  can  propofe  any  good  way  offecuring  his  ma- 
jefty,  or  rather  furniíhing  him  beforehand  with  what  one 
quarter  of  the  Swediíh  future  fubfidies  will  amount  to 
for  the  three  months  which  are  to  be  advanced,  it  would 
add  to  the  ftrength  and  credit  o t  our  alliance,  in  mv- 
mg  fo  great  a  fatisfaftion  to  the  Swede,  as  they  would 
receive  by  his  majefty’s  undertaking  for  the  fifteen 
thoufand  crowns  a  month,  which  they  have  fo  much 
infifted  on,  and  feem  fo  much  unlatisfied  with  failin» 

in  it.  ° 

I  had  notice  from  my  lord  Falconbridge  of  his  in¬ 
tended  journey  i  and  have  already  begun  our  correfpon- 
dence  by  a  letter  which  will  meet  him  at  París  :  and 
Ihall  not  rail  in  that,  ñor  I  hope  in  any  Qther  duties  of 
my  employment, 

B  3 
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I  \*  iíh  my  lord  Éerkley  all  fuccefs  in  his  new  aíjd 
great  charge  *  not  knowing  any  other  wherein  a  dili- 
gent,  honeft,  and  able  perfon  may  be  of  greater  fer- 
více  to  his  majefty  than  in  that.  I  am,  ever,  my  lord, 
your  lordílup’s  moft  faithful  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

^To  Sir  Wilham  Godolphiu « 

'  ''  t  i 

gJL*?’ .  r  Hzgue,  Apr.  3,  N.  S.  ié;o., 

rpHis  bearer  monfieur  Chiefe  is  difpatched  by  his 
J.  highnefs  the  pnnce  of  Orange  to  Madrid,  for 
che  profecution  and  recovery  of  a  great  debt  owing  now 
lome  time  from  that  crown  to  his  highnefs,  and,  I 
thmk,  not  difputed  by  them :  and  though  this  o-entle- 
man  goes  armed  with  much  better  vveapons  than  any  I 
can  furmíh  him  towards  the  purfuit  of  his  enterprife ; 
yet  t  e  prince  having  commanded  me  to  give  him 
my  recommendations  to  you  among  many  others  he 
carnes,  I  could  not  fail  of  it,  ñor  will  I  dopbt  its  be- 
tng  of dome  forcé  with  you,  lince  it  comes  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  a  prince  whofe  birth  gíves  him  fo  much  intereft 
m  all  hngliíhmen,  and  whofe  perfonal  qualities  and 
virtues  give  him  a  great  deal  more  in  all  thofe  that 
have  the  honour  to  know  him.  I  muft  therefore  bes; 
all  the  good  offices  and  affiftances  you  can  íhew  this 
gentleman  in  purfuit  of  his  highnefs’s  concernments, 
as  well  as  your  advice  to  him  if  he  defires  it,  how  to 
addrefs  himlelf  by  fuch  perfons,  and  in  fuch  ways,  as 
will  give  him  moft  appearance  of  fuccefs.  ’!  Your  fa- 
vour  herem  I  fhall  take  care  to  valué  as  I  ought  to¬ 
wards  his  highnefs ;  as  I  fhall  always  myfelf  acknow- 

ledge  it,  and  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fer- 
va  nt. 


and other  Minifters  of  State,  iq^ 


fo  tht  Marquis  of  Cajiel- 
Rpdrigo. 

Hague,  Apr.  3. 
My  Lord*  N.  S.  1670. 
Hough  the  bearer  hereof, 
monfieurChiefe,will  have 
no  need  of  other  fupport  beíide 
the  ñame  of  the  prince  his 
mafter,  and  the  juftice  of  the 
affair  he  has  in  charge ;  I  would 
notfailhoweverofgivinghim, 
befides,  this  recommendation 
to  your  excellency,  as  well  to 
pay  my  duty  to  his  highnefs 
the  prince  of  Orange,  as  to 
íhew  my  confidence  that  I 
have  yet  fome  íhare  in  the 
memory  and  friendfhip  of 
your  excellency.  I  can  aíTure 
you  that  the  courtof  Spain,  in 
doing  juftice  to  his  highnefs, 
will  oblige  a  prince  who  equals 
his  great  birth  by  his  great  qua- 
lities ;  and  who  willbeoneday 
capable  of  recompeníing  the 
kindnefs  that  íhall  be  íhewed 
him  at  prefent.  His  highnefs 
already  takes  great  part  in  the 
good  turn  of  theSpaniíh  aíFairs, 
by  fuch  fentiments  as  deferve 
to  be  cheriíhed,  and  not  dif- 
couraged  by  any  treatment  ei- 
ther  unjuft  or  difobliging.  I 
could  not  recommend  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  a  perfon  more  ge- 
nerous  than  your  excellency, 
ñor  to  one  who  has  been  al- 
ways  pleafed  to  intereft  him  fo 
much  in  whatregards  the  king 

my 


Au  Marquis  de  Caftel- 
Rodrigo. 

La  Haye ,  3  Avrily 
Monfieury  S.  N.  1670, 
(J\  Uoique  le  porteur  de  cette 
lettre,  monfieur  Chiefc , 
rí ait  pas  befoind'autre  appuy  que 
du  nom  du  prince  fon  Máitre 
&  de  requité  de  la  caufe  dont  il 
ef  chargé\  &  jen aypourtantpas 
voulu  manquer  aluy  donnercoimne 
par  furabondance  de  droity  cette 
recommendation  aupres  de  V .  E . 
autant  pour  fatisfaire  a  mon  dc- 
voir  enver s  fon  altejfe  le  prince 
d’ Orange ,  que  pour  me  falrehon - 
neur  de  la  confance  avec  laquelle 
je  croy  avoir  encor c  qnelque  part 
dans  le  fouvenir  &  Pamitié  de 
V .  E .  fe  pourrois  bien  Pajfurery 
qu  en  faifant  juftice  d  fon  altejfe y 
la  cour  d’Ejpagne  obligera  un 
prince  dont  les  grandes  qualités 
égalent  la  grandeur  de  Ja  naif- 
fance ,  (J  qui  jera  v.n  jottr  en 
état  de  reconnoitre  les  bontez  qu'on 
aura  a  prefent  pour  luy  •  aj cú¬ 
ter  ay -je  ^  que  ce  prince  prend  deja 
beaucoup  de  part  au  bon  train 
que  prenneni  les  ajf aires  d'Ef- 
pagne  ?  detels fentimens  quandils 
feroient  feulsy  mcritent  que  fa 
perfonne  foit  chcriey  &  qu’au  heu 
de  le  rebuter  par  des  traitcmcm 
qui fentent  Vinjufice ,  on  embrajfe 
cette  occafion  de  P  obliger .  Je  ne 
ftaurois  recommander  fes  interets 
d  une  perfonne  plus  genera  fe  que 
V •  E,  ni  qui  fe  foit  toujours  plus 
H4  inicrefsée 
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xi¿ymailer.  And  yourexcel- 
~ency  sfavourinthis afFair  can- 
not  be  defired  with  greater  in- 
í  tan ce,  ñor  by  one  who  is  more 
^than  I  am,  my  lord,  your  ex- 
cdleney’s,  &c. 
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interefsée  dans  tout  ce  qul  a  iou- 
cbé  de  pres  le  roy  mon  madre, 
l  .  E.  ñe  fqauroit  étre  plus  in- 
Jlamment  priée  d'acorderfa  fa~ 
VeJfr\  ni  par  une  perJ'onne  qUi 
lutfoit  plus  acquife,  &  quifoit 

ay*c  P¿us  de  pajjion  que  je  Juis9 


To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

\  }  R’  ,  .  Hague,  May  6,  N.  S.  1670 

|  Have  newly  received  yoursofrhe  23d  paft,  with  á 

£  temer  of  che  i9th,  which  brought me  Tome  mar- 
gmal  addmons  upon  the  paper  I  laít  fent  into  Zealand 
ncei-mng  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam.  As  to  the  words 
hf  mitón  tnbabtling  there ,  which  are  conform- 

able  with  the  ftyle  of  the  States  laft  letter  to  his  ma- 
jeíty  upon  that  iubjecl,  1  queítion  not  to  get  them  in- 
íerted,  in  cafe  the  Zealanders  come  to  a  conclufion  up- 

vLTí  Pa>Cr  5  th°Ueh  they  Üy’  k  a!ready  c°ntains  fe- 

veial  pomts  more  than  our  firftdemands.  ' 

tor  the  words,  Ou  quelque  cutre , '  concerjiing  the 

F mni  Wh°  n  hl5r  m^ñy  WÜ1  fend  the  orders,  I 
íuppofe  they  will  p^s  too ;  in  cafe  the  intentions  áre 

not  to  employ  any  of  thofe  three  perfons  for  the  carry- 

ing  them,  againíl  whom  the  Dutch  at  firfl  excepte! 

ror  the  other  words  which  determine  the  rendition 

of  the  colony,  tobe  that  made  by  major  Bannifter,  A- 

pni  2i,  1668,  I  muít  fay  freely,  that  I  have  verá  fe. 
tle  hones  of  gaming  it ;  having  formerly  employed  mv 
ílitngth  upon  u  without  any  íuccefs,  fo  much  as  with 
the  depunes  of  Holland,  or  of  any  other  provinoes 
wh,cn  have  expreffed  the  moft  eafycompliance  with  our 
demandsj  and  they  ever  thought  it  very  hard,  that  ha- 
vingyiclded  to  our  demands,  ofexporting  flanes,  con- 
trary  to  ali  cuftoms  formerly  pradifed  i.f  that  colony, 
and  upon  the  difputed  fenfe  of  an  article,  we  fliould 

preís 


1 


and  other  Minijlers  of  State.  i  05 

prefs  them  tocarry  away  likewife  thofe  very  ílaves  which 
they  themfelves  had  furniíhed  us  with,  though  they 
offer  to  repay  more  than  the  price  they  coft.  And 
upon  my  inftances  upon  this  matter,  their  anfwer  was, 
that  there  was  no  needof  diftinguifhing  the  renditions 
of  the  colony,  fince  the  meaning  of  their  letter  was, 
that  what  ílaves  had  been  furniíhed  by  the  Dutch  ffiould 
be  left,  and  the  reíl  íhould  be  carried  off :  fo  that  if 
Roñe  were  by  them  furniíhed  between  the  firft  and  fe- 
eond  rendition,  then  none  were  to  be  left ;  but  if  any 
were,  then  thofe  to  be  left,  as  well  as  fucli  as  liad 
been  furniíhed  by  the  Dutch  fince  the  laft  rendition. 
And  this  point,  I  am  confident,  was  debated  by  the  de- 
puties,  not  upon  any  particular  knowledge  of  what  it 
imports,  but  only  upon  the  general  notion  and  reafon 
of  the  thing,  from  which  it  will  be  very  hard  to  make 
them  recede  :  however,  I  íhall  ufe  my  endeavours  in 
it,  and  be  as  glad  as  you  can,  of  any  good  offices  that 
I  am  able  to  render  major  Bannifter,  though  he  has 
been  the  moflí  troublefome  acquaintance  to  me,  that  I 
have  ever  had  in  my  life.  I  prefied  monfieur  de  Witt 
and  the  commiffioners  at  our  laft  meeting  two  days 
fince,  and  particularly  the  deputy  of  Zealand,  for  the 
diípatch  of  this  bufinefs  :  but  not  having  then  your  ad- 
ditions  to  my  laft  paper,  I  could  fay  nothing  of  them. 
Monfieur  de  Witt  told  me,  a  conference  was  appoint- 
ed  this  day  between  the  commiffioners  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  upon  this  bufinefs. 

,  On  Sunday  night  laft  the  exchanges  were  made  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  concert,  with  that  from  Spain  for 
thefutureSwediíhfubfidies:  but  theSwediíh  and  Dutch 
xninifters  having  each  of  them  three  origináis  of  the 
concert,  and  not  conten ting  themfelves  with  authen- 
tic  copies,  as  I  had  propofed,  I  am  forcee!  to  give  you 
the  trouble  of  fending  two  origináis  more  of  the  rati- 
fication  of  the  concert,  to  be  delivered  to  the  minifters 
c#f  thofe  two  States  upon  my  receiving  the  like  frorri 

them. 


i  oó  Letters  o/Sir  WiUiam  Temple, 
íbTío  IWk!  tell  y?U  by,the  wa^ that  1  had  fome  rea- 

wouí?  ní  b  WheíCr  the  ratiñcation  you  fent  me 
me'  to  mí  °r  n°’  tb°Ush, 1  thought  k  was  not  fit  for 

raifed  hv  th  y°U,an^  ycfu.Pje  «pon  it,  unlefs  it  were  firíl 
raiíed  by  the  other  mimfters  here,  and  do  not  know 

whether  it  carne  in  that  form  by  cholee,  or  by  miftake: 

But  I  am  lure,  the  ratificaron,  as  it  runs,  is  only  of  the 

guaran ty  with  its  claufes,  ofwhich  the  concert  was  ne- 

ver  taken  to  be  apart,  and  ítands  in  need  of  a  verv 

Itrong  deduébon  or  conneftion  with  the  words  of  the 

preface,  which  rndeed  mentions  the  concert  as  well  as 

í  e  guaranty  :  and  you  will  find  it  very  different  from 

mrlía  nf,Cat^nrWu  dl  Came  from  Sweden  (and  goes  here 
inclofed)  and  fuch  as,  I  muft  confefs,  had  I  been  the 

Spanifh  am  bañador,  I  íhould  not  have  accepted,  tho’ 

nenher  he  ñor  the  Swedifli  minifter  have  yet  taken  no, 

til  V  w-  thouShí not  ñt  to  communicate  it  to  mon- 
K  í  ^ltr’  n-  the  day  before  the  exchange  was  to 
bef ’ “fe  1  knew  k  could  not  efeape  him,  and 
ditthen  only  between  ourfelves:  and  he  immediately 

C}^f  when  he  came  to  the  word,  Supra  memoratam 
garantíame  ^and  obferved  that  there  wanted  the conven- 
tion  about  rorces,  which  was  the  fole  end  of  their  ra- 
tihcation :  and  thereupon  he  faid  immediately.  Cela 
aejl  pas  esmme  il  faut  [This  is  not  as  it  íhould  bel 
but  companng  it  with  thofe  in  the  preface,  he  faid  at 
iaít.  Lela  peut- fuffire  [This  may  do]  and  wiíhed  that 
others  were  no  more  fcrupulous  than  he,  where  he 
fcnew  the  intenrions  were  good :  and  ,fo  he  made  no  far- 
ther  mention  oí  it  upon  our  exchano-e  of  the  ratifica. 
t¡ons ;  which  I  believe  proceeded  in  him  from  the  ill 
confequence,  he  forefaw,  might  arifeupon  the  difcovery 
of  a  weaknefs  of  our  inftrument  in  this  conjunclure 
%nen  our  intentions  in  this  affair  are  fomethin^  more 
fufpe&ed  than  you  aíiure  me  they  deíerve. 

I  hear  the  town  of  Amfterdam  has  confented  to  mon- 
íseur  Van  Beuninghen’s  journeyj  but  fhall  not  be  able 

to 


and  other  Minifters  of  State. 


?°7 


£o  give  you  an  aflurance  of  it  till  my  next,  and  contcnt 
íiiylélf now,  with  that  of  being  always,  Sir,  your,  &c. 


To  my  Iprd  Arlington. 


My  Lord,  Hague,  May  1 5,  N.  S.  1 670. 

THE  knowledge  of  your  lordihip’s  abfence  frotn 
town  has  given  you  of  late  more  eafe  than  o- 
therwife  I  intended ;  and  your  trouble  now  begins  up¬ 
en  the  firft  advice  I  liad  of  your  return,  which  was  by 
your  lordlhip’s  of  the  29A  paít ;  by  which  I  find  the 
lufpicion  you  have  conceived  there  of  the  late  Spanifh 
anfwerto  his  Majefty  having  been  indited  at  the  Hague : 
and  withal  you  defire  to  know  fomething  more  particu¬ 
lar  of  monfieurVan  Beuninghen’s  errand  into  England. 
The  firft,  I  am  confident,  is  without  other  ground,  than 
a  common  opinión  we  have  conceived  of  more  fineífe 
than  I  have  yet  obferved  in  the  chief  minifters  here, 
who  are  as  hard  and  as  firm  as  you  can  imagine  them; 
but  for  tricks  or  juggling,  I  do  not  obferve  either  their 
abilities  or  their  difpofitions  lie  much  that  way ;  ñor,  í 
believe,  does  any  wife  man’s,  unlefs  he  be  brought  to  it 
by  the  ill  condition  or  neceffity  of  his  aftairs,  and  finds 
no  other  way  of  living ;  which  is  not  yet  their  cafe  here, 
ñor  will  be,  I  fuppofe,  while  Flanders  is  preferved :  and 
fo  long  I  íhalllook  upon  them  as  merchants  in  good  eftate 
and  credit,  and  who  will  endeavour  to  keep  it  up  by 
fquare  dealing :  but  whenever  they  fail  in  that  adven- 
ture,  I  Ihall  grow  as  jealous  of  them  as  I  fee  others  are. 
I  have  enquired  particularly  of  the  Spanifh  ambafla- 
dor,  and  am  aflured  by  him  that  all  monfieur  de  Witt’s 
difeourfes  upon  that  fubjeft  of  the  late  anfwer  from. 
Spain  agreed  perfeftly  with  what  he  made  me  upon  the 
fame  occcafion :  and  I  know,  the  States  deputies  at 
BruíTels  had  immediate  orders  from  henee  to  apply 
themfelvesveryearneftly  to  the  Confiable  for  the  redrefs 
of  that  fault :  and  I  daré  fay,  whoever  thinks  that  thefe 
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niíh  ambaíT^  .  7°*l  meafure  of thcm.  The  Spa- 
i  ambaíLdor  bid  me  be  aíTured  that  the  anfwer  from 

mSvt rí'/r*'!: and  come  “ *» 

aJ.VV  s  latisfaftion  :  he  goes  this  day  from  henee  tn. 
wards  Bruífels,  being  haftened  thither  by  an  exprefs 
from  the  Confiable,  who,  I  believe,  intends  to  make 
ufeof  him  in  the  junto  there :  upon  whom,  I  hear  he 

Wl11  Zhfy  de™lve  f !  Ws  public  bufinefs,  havingí  Icen 
an  atteílation  from  his  phyficians  that  his  ill  health  has 

rendered  him  wholly  uncapable  of  charging  himfelf 
any  longer  with  ít.  fa  5  * 

For  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  errand  info  England, 

I  fuppofe  the  rife  o it  was  of  an  oíd  date ;  and  fccca! 
íjoned  a  good  deal  by  my  laying  often  to  their  charge 
tnewant  of  refpeftthey  Ihewed  his  majefly  in  the  choife 
of  the  mimíters  they  fent  into  England,  who  are  feldom 
of  the  province  of  Holland,  or  of  thofe  perfons  moíl 
confidered  in  this  State.  Befides,  when  I  found  I  was 
not  able  to  bring  the  bufinefs  of  our  marine  treatv  to 
fuch  a  conc  ufion  as  we  propofed,  though  I  failed  but 
in  one  amele  (which  yet,  it  feems,  is  thought  to  im- 
port  the  whole  of  our  pretenfions  there)  I  told  them  here 
that  ít  would  be  abfolutely  neceflary  to  treat  it  in  Eng¬ 
land,  ana  bnng  it  to  lome  iíTue  there;  and  for  that 
purpoíe,  tofend  fome  able  perfon  over,  who,  beino- 
perfe&ly  ínftrufted  in  itfrom  henee,  mightdebate  there 
with  perfons  as  well  inílrudled  on  our  fide.  Uoon 
thefe  grounds  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  journey  was 
thought  fit  above  a  year  ago ;  but  his  being  chofen 
burgomaíler  of  Amfterdam  about  the  fame  time  made 
him  then  abfolutely  refufe  it.  Since  his  year  expired 
my  mftances  ílill  continuing  for  a  conclufion  in  our 
batt-Inoia  buunefs,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Trevor’s  papers 
upon  the  fame  fubjeét  keeping  life  in  it  from  time  to 
time  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  began  about  two 
months  fince  to  íhew  fome  inclination  to  the  journey  • 

'  ‘  which 
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Which  has  been  purfued  vcry  earneftly  by  the  States 
here,  and  efpecially  by  monfieur  de  Witt,  till  it  carne 
Jately  on  all  fides  to  be  refolved  o n:  fo  as  your  lord- 
íhip  muft  reckon,  that  the  avowed  errand  will  be  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  and  the  clearing 
that  part  of  the  marine  treaty  which  fo  long  proved  too 
hard  for  me  here.  Befides,  this  will  be  the  compli* 
ment  they  pretend  to  make  his  majefty,  in  fending  a 
perfon  of  fo  much  account  amongft  them,  as  monfieur 
Van  Beuninghen ;  and  with  the  orders  of  Surinam, 
which  they  here  reckon  upon  as  a  perfedt  piece  of 
compliance  with  his  majefty.  And  this  is  the  account 
they  give  the  French  am  bailador  of  this  journey; 

-  adding  a  good  deal  of  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  in- 
clination  to  fee  England  in  this  feafon, 

That  which  is  farther  meant  by  it,  is,  firft,  in  gene¬ 
ral  to  inform  themfelves  perfeftly  of  our  temper  in  the 
purfuit  of  thofe  ends  we  have  been  thefe  two  or  three 
years  laft  engaged  in,  and  which,  many  diícourfes  and 
refleftions  or  late  have  made  them  a  little  fufpeft,  doe» 
not  continué  fo  equal  and  fo  warm  as  it  began.  And 
¡n  this  regard  it  will  be  his  buíinefs  to  ufe  his  beft  and 
moft  perfuafive  oratory  to  confirm  us  in  the  purfuit  of 
thofe  common  interefts  abroad,  which  we  have  of  late 
ío  much  advanced  by  our  triple  alliance,  and  the  de- 
pendences  of  it ;  and  in  Ihort,  to  perluade  us,  that  i t 
is  more  our  honour  and  our  intereft  to  lead  than  to  fol- 
low.^  In  purfuit  of  this,.  he  will,  I  believe,  endeavour 
to  difpofe  us  to  accept  a  conjunción  with  fuch  princes 
of  the  Empire  as  delire  it,.  upon  fuch  meafures  as  are 
propofed  in  the  late  projed  I  fent  your  lordfhip  drawn 
iip  by  monfieur  de  Witt :  though  I  have  made  fo  good 
way  in  defending  you  upon  this  point,  that  I  believe 
it  would  not  coft  much  trouble  there,  uniefs  you  are 
wi  mg  to  tnter  farther  into  it  than  you  feemed  of  late. 

Another  point,  and  that  which  I  believe  he  will  moft 
)  purfue,  is  the  prohibición  of  French  commodi- 
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íes,  upori  which  his  particular  imagination  has  uccrj. 
ong  bent,  ás  the  only  fure  and  eafy  way  of  bringin» 
the  French  power  and  riches  intó  decay,  in  cafe  the 
thing  could  be  agreed  on  among  all  or  the  greateft  part 

c  ■![  neighbours :  and  this  State  having  founded  the 
opaniíh  court  upon  that  point,  received  anfwer,  that 
whatever  England  and  they  íhould  ágree  upon,  Spairi 
would  readily  join  with  them  in  it :  by  which  means 
they  fuppofe,  that  befldes  whát  would  be  faved  by  both 
óur  nations,  by  ftopping  the  vaíl  importation  of  French 
commodities,  a  very  great  traííic  would  be  eained  by 
exporting  our  own,  to  furniíh  the  Spanifh  fieet,  which 
fupplies  their  Weft-Indies  every  year  in  a  great  mea- 
lure  with  commodities  brought  them  from  France. 

1  he  refolutions  of  this  State  go  as  yet  no  farther,  as  I 
can  hear,  than  to  all  forts  of  wearing  goods  and 
brandy  ;  ñor  do  I  know  whether  this  itfelf  will  be 
brought  to  execution  before  they  are  fatisfied  howfar 
we  are  likely  to  join  with  them  in  it ;  after  which,  the 
confiderations  of  wineand  faltwilllikewife  come  inplay. 

Behdes  thefe  public  matters,  I  doubt  you  willlike- 
wile  be  purfued  about  Mr.  Honywood’s  widow,  who  is 
daughter  to  a  burgomañer  of  Amílerdam,  and  fo  moft 
properly  under  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  proteftion: 
efpecially  being  a  young  and  handfome  widow ;  which 

1  hear  will  tempt  he r  to  go  óver  with  him  herfelf,and 
plead  her  own  caufe. 

I  do  not  think  the  intentions  of  his  journev  o-0  far¬ 
ther  than  what  1  have  mentioned,  unlefs  he  be  mvited 
to  any  thing  upon  the  place,  or  by  fome  new  accident 
hbroad*  In  the  mean  time,  to  do  him  right,  we 
íhall  have  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  welcome  him,  be- 
caufe  he  has  very  induílriouíly  employed  himfelf  in 
helping  us  to  gain  our  point  upon  the  bufinefs  of  Suri- 
nam,  which  was  yefterday  refolved  on  by  the  States 
General,  though  the  province  of  Zealanc!  protefted  a- 
gsinft  it .  and  befides,  nothing  has  given  us  ío  hopeful 
3  a  pro- 
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a  profpeét  of  the  prince’s  good  fortunes  here,  as  the 
fupport  of  the  town  of  Amfterdam,  fo  declared,  and  fo 
warm  in  his  prefent  concernment ;  towards  whicii  I  am 
confident  monfieurYanBeuninghen  hasverymuchcon- 
tributed,  as  being  a  perfon  of  very  great  influence  in 
that  city.  The  ftate  of  that  whole  bulinefs  is  fo  well  and 
fo  fully  fet  down  in  the  paper  of  intelligence,  that  I  am 
fure  I  cannot  amend  it  and  therefore  will  not  repeat  it. 

Your  lordfhip  will  know  by  the  inclofed,  that  mon- 
íieur  de  St.  Evremont  fet  out  this  morning  towards 
England,  with  the  Portugal  ambafiador  likewife,  who 
both  accompany  monfieur  d’Opdam  as  lar  as  Nieu- 
port,  and  there  embark  for  Dover,  whilft  he  goes  on 
to  meet  the  French  king  at  Dunkirk  with  the  States 
compliments.  I  am  ever,  my  lord,  your,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  had  forgot  to  tell  youf  lordfhip,  that  ano- 
ther  part  of  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  inítruclions 
will  be,  to  erideavour  all  that  can  be  that  this  State 
may  be  admitted  into  a  conjun&ion  with  his  majefty 
for  the  purfuit  of  the  Algerines  till  they  are  reduced 
ío  the  neceffity  of  a  peace  with  both. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR»  Hague,  May  27,  N.  S.  1670. 

IHave  this  day  received  yours  of  the  1 3'th  cúrrente 
with  the  account  of  my  lord  of  Eflex’s  treatment 
in  pafiing  the  Sound  j  which,  if  wholly  new,  was  what 
we  had  very  little  reafon  to  _  expedí  from  that  crown 
fince  the  change  of  their  miniftry  :  though  there  are 
fome  reports  here  that  they  intend  to  keep  up  a  cióle 
intelligence  with  France,  for  fear  of  the  Swede  ;  whofe 
forces  give  them  at  this  time,  it  feems,  fome  jealou* 

I  will  hope  my  lord  of  Efiex  may  receive  the 
íatisfadlion  lie  demands  j  however  he  will  have  that  of 
having  difcharged  his  part  upon  this  occafion  with  the 
confta|icy  that  became  him„ 

I  do 
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fvJrd  queftion  but  you  will  receive  a  wifer  sñ* 
fwer,  as  you  fay,  from  Spain >  and  wiffi  they  could 
find  wifer  men  to  encharge  with  their  great  affairs  and 
governments,  than  you  will  fee  they  do'by  the  accounts 
I  know  you  receive  from  BruíTels,  of  the  Conftable’s- 
iate  caprices  in  order  to  his  return  for  Spain.  It  is 
here  vanoufly  difcourfed  who  íhall  fucceed  him  :  the 
pld  Emprefs  and  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  beina  ftjn 
in  ñame  among  fome others  ;  either  of  which, orboth 
ogether,  as  it  is  talked  of,  feeming  the  beft  clioice 
that  can  now  be  made  by.the  crown  of  Spain.  It  i* 

lfllf  d  tere  Jhat  hrIS  ma¡efty  Would  further  it  all  he 
can  by  the  offices  of  his  minifter  in  that  court. 

Yefterday  the  Spaniffi  ambaffiador’s  fecretary  carne 
to  communicate  to  me  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
the  am bailador  at  BruíTels  ;  taking  notice,  that  upon 
a  more  particular  obfervation  of  our  late  ratification  of 
the  concert  the  date  of  it  was  preceding  to  that  of  the 
concert  ítfelf  figned  by  me  here  at  the  Hague,  which 

January  N.  S.  whereas  the  ratification 

A^íi?minfteribea/SLdate  the  7th  of  January,  O.  S, 
And  this  remark  of  the  ambafiador’s  1  find  to  be  true 

by  companng  it  with  the  copy  of  the  ratification  that 
lies  by  me :  and  doubt  not  but  the  miftake  only  was 
of  the  month  of  January  for  February,  in  the  ratifica¬ 
tion  you  fent  me  over.  Whereupon  I  affured  the  fe¬ 
cretary,  t here  could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  redrefs  of 
it,  and  he  defired  me  to  endeavour  it  as  foon  as  I 
cou  d ;  and  I  hope  the  notice  of  it  may  come  time  e- 
nough  to  prevent  the  fame  miftake  in  the  inftruments 
mtended  ror  Sweden  and  Holland,  as  well  as  to  pro* 
cure  a  new  one  for  Spain.  v 

I  could  not  by  the  laft  poft  give  you  the  certainty 
of  the  iffiie  in  the  pnnce  of  Orange’s  affair,  the  States 
cf  Holland  not  nfing  till  one  o’clock  that  nipht,  after 
the  warmeft  debates  which  have  been  known  amono-, 
them  for  many  years  :  however,  the  towns  which  fa- 

vou*' 
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Voitr  the  prince  having  the  plurality  of  voices,  and 
Amfterdam  in  the  head  of  them,  at  length  carried 
their  point,  and  brought  it  to  a  refolution,  that  the 
prince  fhould  have  feffion  itl  the  council  of  State  with 
ú  decifive  voice  *,  and  fhould  have  the  iame  place  his 
anceílors  were  ufed  to.  After  this  was  refolved  on,  that 
party  which  the  moft  oppofed  the  prince’s  intereíl 
ftarted  two  new  points :  the  firft,  that  no  captain- 
general  Ihould  be  chofen  otherwife  than  from  year  to 
year,  but  by  unanimity  of  voices ;  and  fecondly,  that 
in  cafe  the  prince  fhould  be  chofen  captain-general  for 
üfe,  then  it  fhould  be  again  debated  and  refolved  by 
plurality  of  voices,  whether  he  fhould  continué  his 
íeííion  in  the  council  of  State.  And  thefe  two  points 
were  agreed  to  by  all  the  towns  excepting  four  or  five, 
in  which  number  were  Amfterdam  and  Haerlem  ;  who 
maintain,  that  they  were  not  now  to  be  refolved,  but 
then  only  when  thofe  matters  carne  in  queftion.  The 
States  of  Holland  being  feparated  after  thefe  refoluti- 
ons,  the  execution  of  that  concerning  the  prince’s  en¬ 
trance  into  the  council  of  State  will  remain  in  the 
States  General,  and  confequently  receive  no  oppofition 
that  I  can  forefee  :  and  though  it  bears  no  great  ñame, 
yet  I  take  it  to  be  of  that  importance,  as  to  leave  his 
highnefs’s  future  fortunes  in  a  manner  wholly  depen- 
dent  upon  his  own  carriage  and  perfonal  qualitieSj 
which  give  hitherto  ail  the  figns  that  can  be  of  advan- 
cing,  and  not  impairing,  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  bufmefs,  monfieur  Van  Beu« 
ninghen  has  fo  much  provoked  the  ill-will  and  opinión 
of  thofe  towns  which  were  contrary  to  the  prince, 
that  they  had  almoft  refolved  to  make  a  ftop  of  his 
journey  •  but  that  is  now  over,  and  he  prepares  to  be 
gone  the  end  of  this  weelc,  and  will  not  deferve  to 
be  lefs  welcome  in  England  for  what  has  latcly  paffed 
here  $  though  perhaps  it  may  not  be  to  his  advantage, 
íior  to  the  prince’s  naither,  to  give  him  any  too  oub- 
Vo^  II*  '  I  -  líe 
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lie  teftimonies  oí  it.  He  gave  me  hopes  on  Sunday 
nighr,  that  to-mórrów  the  buñnefs  of  Surinam  would 
be  ended,  according  to  the  form  I  drew  up  in  purfuit 
ot  our  laft  conference,  which  I  here  fend  you  inclofed  : 
though  he  told  me  there  would  be  difficulty  in  the 
point  of  rriajor  Bannifter’s  landing  with  fo  much  li- 
berty  as  is  infifted  on  :  and  therefore  he  prefíed  me 
hard  to  be  contení  with  either  remaining  aboard  his 
íhips,  or  elle  lodging  in  the  fort  till  his  affairs  were 
difpatched,  where  aíl  convenience  íhould  be  provided 
him  :  but  I  refufed  both ;  and  fo  left  the  thing  with 
him  in  the  form  it  now  runs.  I  am,  Sir*,  your,  &c. 

To  my  lord  Berkeley. 

IVTy  Lord,  Hague,  May  30,  N.  S.  1670* 

Hough  I  know  your  excellency  would  eañly  for- 
give  me  a  commiíTion  which  might  lave  you  a 
trouble  in  the  midft  of  many  others  that  are  a  great 
deal  more  necelTary  •,  yet  I  could  not  forgive  myfelf  if 
I  fhould  any  longer  delay  giving  your  lordíhip  the 
aíTurances  how  great  a  pare  1  take  in  all  your  fortunes, 
and  confequently  how  much  I  have  fhared  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  fatisfadtion  which  I  hear  you  have  both  left  in  Eng- 
land,  and  found  in  Ireland,  upon  your  late  enterin^ 
upon  the  government  of  that  kingdom.  I  am  not  on° 
ly  much  pieafed  with  it  upon  a  private  feore,  as  one 
of  your  lordfhip’s  fervants,  but  as  having  always  had 
the  beft  wiíhes  for  the  public  good  of  that  country, 
and  his  majefty’s  fervice  in  the  eftabliíhment  of  it  * 
both  which  will,  í  am  conñdent,  thrive  very  much  in 
your  lordfhip’s  hands  ;  not  ónly  in  regard  of  the 
great  experience  and  abilities  which  are  fo  generally 
allowed  you  ;  but  becaufe  you  are  too  rich,  as  well  as 
too  generous,  to  lofe  the  merit  and  glory  of  great  and 
honeft  aflions  in  the  cares  of  your  own  private  for- 
for  this  has  too  often  given  an  ailoy  both  to 
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the  worth  and  fuccefs  of  feveral  of  your  lordíhip’s 
predeceflbrs  ;  and  contributed  chiefly  to  rhe  unhappi- 
nefs  of  the  goverriors  as  well  as  of  the  country;  both 
which,  I  hope,  you  will  have  the  honour  to  reftore.  I 
cannot  but  obferve  to  your  lordfhip,  that  I  lind  by  a 
general  confent  of  the  merchants  here,  that  íreland 
runs  every  year  an  eighth  part  in  debt  by  importing 
fo  much  beyond  its  expórtation  j  which  being  to  be 
drawn  out  in  coin,  will  be  a  certain,  though  ílow,  con- 
fumption  of  the  treafure  of  that  kingdom,  unlefs  re» 
medied  by  fumptuary  laws  or  examples  for  leífening 
the  importation  of  foreign  commodities ;  or  elfe,  in- 
duítry  for  increafing  the  native,  which  are  either 
confumed  at  home,  or  carried  abroad  :  the  firft  is 
like  diet,  but  the  other  like  exerciíe,  to  an  indifpofed 
body,  which  is  the  way  of  acquiring  ftrength  and  vi- 
gour ;  whereas  the  former  gives  but  barely  health.  I 
believe  the  two  great  improvements  to  be  made  in 
Ireland,  are  of  the  fiíliing  and  the  linen  trade  ;  this  to 
keep  our  money  at  home,  and  that  to  fetch  more  in 
from  abroad.  If  your  lordíliip  thinks  thefe  particu- 
lars  worth  your  care^  and  that  I  can  contribute  to- 
wards  them  by  any  lights  and  affiftances  from  henee, 

I  íhall  be  glad  upon  that  or  any  other  occalion  to  re- 
ceive  your  commands. 

I  have  given  my  fecretary  order  to  make  an  extraít 
or  the  news  which  either  ariíes  here,  or  comes  to  me 
by  letters  from  foreign  parts;  which  fhall  go  weekly  to 
you,  if  you  think  it  worth  the  trouble,  and  will  pleafe 
in  return  to  do  me  the  juftice  of  eíteeming  me  what  I 
am  v/ith  much  truth  and  paílion,  my  lord,  your  ex^ 
cellency’s  moír  obedient  humble  fervant. 
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To  my  lord  Arlington. 

IMy  Lord,  Hague,  June  3,  N.  S.  1670; 

V\as  extreme  glad  to  find,  by  your  lordíhip’s  of  the 
1 6th  paíl,  fome  alTlirance  of  your  recoveryj  and 
whatever  the  ñame  of  your  illnefs  was,  will  believe  the 
nature  of  it  could  not  be  very  bad  linee  it  left  you  f» 
foon  :  after  which  I  will  trouble  you  no  more  with  my 
remedies ;  ñor  íhall  I  need  any  myfelf  after  fo  great  a 
one  as  your  lordíhip  has  given  me  by  the  knowled°e 
oí  your  own  and  my  lady’s  health :  for  which  I  make 
you  my  particular  acknowledgments. 

By  oblerving  the  winds,  I  guefs  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  will,  before  this  arrives,  have  given  your 
lordíhip  the  account  himfelf  of  his  leaving  the  Hague 
on  Sunday  night,  and  fetting  fail,  I  fuppofe,  on  Mon- 
day  evening  \  unlefs  madam  Honeywood  made  him 
ílay  fome  hours  longer,  who  had  appointed  to  be  with 
him  by  that  time  from  Amfterdam.  I  will  fay  nothino* 
in  favour  of  her  preteníion,  but  that  íhe  is  daucrhter  to 
the  ancienteíl  Burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  who  has 
expreíled  the  greateft  paílion  of  any  other  of  the 
States,  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange’s  late  con- 
cernment,  and  may  perhaps  thereby  deferve  fome 
mark  of  his  majefty’s  favour,  which  I  aflure  you  I  fay 
wholly  of  myfelf :  for  my  good  offices  in  her  buíinefs 
were  not  at  all  thought  worth  engaging,  lince  mon¬ 
fieur  Van  Beuninghen  undertook  it,  as  I  fuppofe  he 
has  done  by  their  joining  company.  Your  lordíhip 
will  find  nothing  to  lefíen  your  efteem  of  his  perfon, 
unleís  it  be,  that  he  is  not  always  lo  willmg  to  hear  as 
to  be  heard  \  and  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  imagina- 
tion  is  apt  fometimes  to  reafon  a  man  to  death  ;  which 
I  tell  your  lordíhip  before  hand,  that  you  may  not  fall 
into  any  prejudice  before  you  know  him  well :  and  on 
the  other  íide,  I  have  taken  fome  care  to  prevent  his 
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cmploying  that  talent  too  much  in  your  converfations. 
For  the  reít,  you  will  find  him  fort  honnéíe  homme ; 
one  that  puts  all  the  good  of  his  country  upon  main- 
faining  and  cultivating  his  majefty’s  alliance  ^  and 
who,  upon  the  prince’s  occafion,  will  deferve  the  good 
will  of  our  court. 

For  his  manner  of  negotiating,  I  am  confident  you 
will  find  him  not  ill  -bred,  ñor  offering  to  impofe  his 
meafures,  as  you  cali  them,  upon  us:  but,  afterany 
propofitions  and  reafons  he  íhall  lay  before  you,  will 
rather  tell  you  that  you  are  maíters  of  all ;  and 
that  the  States  will,  in  all  things  that  concern  our 
neighbours,  perfe&ly  follow  thofe  his  majeftjr  fhall 
take. 

Whatever  reception  the  States  propofal  about  the  - 
Algerines  meets  with  in  England,  I  wifh  to  God  fome 
better  order  were  taken  for  preferving  our  honour  in 
the  Mediterranean  ;  for,  what  with  the  ill  conduft  of 
our  captains,  that  they  fay  will  turn  merchants,  leav- 
ing  our  merchants  to  play  the  men  of  war,  and  with 
the  late  íhamelefs  lofs  of  the  Sapphire  ;  I  afíure  your 
lordíhip,  the  reputation  of  our  fea-affairs  and  men 
decays  abroad  to  a  degree  that  is  very  fenfible  1  am 
fure  to  me,  and  I  doubt  will  hardly  recover  without 
fome  new  and  fevere  difcipiine  or  examples. 
b  The  prince  of  Orange  was  introduced  into  the  coun- 
cil  of  State  on  Saturday  laft,  and  with  the  circum- 
ftances  which  he  is  very  well  pleafed  with.  He  re* 
folves  upon  his  journey  into  England  about  the  latter 
end  of  this  month,  or  beginning  of  next :  but  will 
not  fix  the  time  till  the  Penfioner’s  return  from  Gro- 

ningen  about  ten  days  henee.  I  am,  my  lord,  your, 
&c. 
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'  To  my  lord  Arhngton . 

Y  ,  i  ,  ,  Hague,  June  17,  N.  S.  1670,. 
«  -  .  ,  ,  vei7  giad  to  hear  this  morning  of  your  lord- 
4  ’jP  s  bemg  well  arrived  in  town  ;  where,  i  hope 
the  dwemons  of  your  late  journey  have  returned  yoú 
vuh  fuch  an  encreafe  of  health  as  is  neceífary  for  the 
fopport  o,  your  great  affairs,  T para  mi  confuelo.  Many 

V  ch  na‘e  -ately  pafled  this  wayfince  the  return  of 
tna1t  courC;  ^me  who  attendedMadame  intoEncdand 
and  extremely  applauded  her  reception  there,  and  his 
majefty  s  great  graciouinefs  to  thofe  of  her  train.  The 
count  d  Eítrades  carne  likewife  three  days  fince,  but  I 
think  barely on  a  vifit  to  his  oíd  homej  or  if  he  has 
«ny  bufinefs,  it  is  particular,  and  at  Amíterdam.  I  find, 
they  di  agree  m  aífuring  us  of  the  peace,  as  long  as  we 
can  afilare  them  of  the  king  of  Spain’s  life  :  but  m  giv- 
mg  us  fair  vvarmng  that  whenever  that  fails  their  maf- 

;f  Wli lmarch  in,to  rhe  reft  of  Flanders  without  any 
Ctrcumftance,  and  polfefs  himfelf  of  it  if  he  can.  This 

knowledge,  and  that  of  the  king  of  Spain’s  late  fick- 

nc,lS’  haY.e  S'ven  them  fome  perplexity  here,  which  is 
1  unen  rehevea  by  this  day’s  nevvs  of  his  recovery.  But 

7°  fin!  n°rhlnS  )7et  towards  the  redrefs  of  the  late  un- 
toward  anfwer  upon  the  arbitrao-e 

,  2  he  Pru\cl  of  °range  continúes  ftill  the  talk,  as 
dl  í,ne  <Jffires  °f  his  journey  into  England  :  but 
.ias  ox  Fte  ceen  very  earneíl  to  know  my  opinión 
whether  he  be  hke  to  procure  any  fatisfaffion  in  his 

Pn!;erñ;S  te  te’  as  1  guefs,  induftrioufly, 

that  all  his  beft  iriends  here  are  of  opinión,  that  in  cafe 
that  flioind  wholly  fail  lum,  his  journey  into  England 
would  prove  of  great  prejudice  to  his  aífairs  here,  bv 
letting  his  fnends  fee  how  little  he  is  confidered  by  his 
^  whofe  countenance  will  be  a  great  fupport  to 
jp  ¡n  the  courle  oí  his  fortunes.  r  '•  | 
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I  duríl  not  offer  his  highnefs  the  leaft  judgment  of 
my  own  upon  this  matter  ;  afluring  him  I  was  wholly 
ignorant  of  ali  his  majeíty’s  affairs,  beíides  what  reía- 
ted  to  this  country ;  and  particularly  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  his  revenue,  cr  hov/  much  the  late  iupplies 
have  contributed  towards  the  eafe  ot  it :  upon  which 
the  prince  feemed  very  defirous  that  1  would  touch  this 
point  to  your  lordíhip,  fo  as  to  have  your  thoughts 
upon  it  before  he  goes.  I  his  I  fuppofe  proceeds 
chiefiy  from  the  princels  dowager,  whodeclared  her  o- 
pinion  pofitively  to  me  lome  vveeks  ago  upon  tais  mat¬ 
ter,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and,  I  hear,  perfifts  in  it 
which  yet  fhe  does  not  in  all  things.  For,  I  can  aíTure 
your  lordíhip,  íhe  now  profeífes  to  be  the  moft  fatif- 
fied  that  can  be  with  my  conduft  in  relation  to  the 
prince,  and  makes  me  more  acknowledgments  than  are 
fit  for  me  to  receive,  fince  I  preterid  only  not  to  have 
fpoiled  his  bufinefs,  which  it  had  been  the  eafieft  thing 
in  the  world  for  an  Engliíh  minifter  here  to  have  done. 
I  wifh  to  God  he  do  no  thing  towards  the  prejudice  of 
it  himfelf,  by  acivice  of  younger  or  warmer  heads  :  for 
this  is  a  country  where  fruit  ripens  ílowly  and  cannot  be 
preferved  if  it  be  gathered  green.  I  am  very  confident 
from  his  laft,  as  v/ell  as  the  prefent  difpofitions  1  here 
difcern,  that  his  fortunes  are  in  his  own  hands  ;  and  I 
hope  he  will  make  great  advantages  in  the  conduét  of 
them,  by  your  lordíhip’s  advices  when  he  lees  you  in 
England,  of  whofe  prudence  and  virtues  he  will  go 
over  with  a  very  full  perfuafion. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  returned  yefterday  to  tov/n,  after 
fifteen  days  abfence  at  Groningue,  about  the  compo- 
íing  fome  differences  in  that  province. b  There  is  a 
violent  humour  runs  againft  him  of  late  in  the  town 
of  Amfterdam,  upon  pretext  of  his  growing  too  far 
into  the  fway  of  all  affairs  in  this  State  by  fo  long  a 
jniniftry  *,  and  of  advancing  his  own  friends  into  offices 

1  4  and 

b  This  wat  a  y  car  qr  tvoo  before  he  -io'as  waffaoed* 


1 2  o  Le  tí  ers  of  Sir  William  Temple , 

and  places  of  truft,  with  too  much  induítry.  But  I 

íuppoie  the  bottom  of  this  is-  the  fame  with  that  of  all 

popular  humours  .  that  ¡s,  a  defign  in  the  leaders  to 

change  the  fcene,  that  fo  thofe  who  have  been  lona 

employed  may  make  room  fot  thofe  who  have  been 

l°ng  out.  I  am  not  of  opinión  they  will  fucceed  to 

prejudice  him  fuddenly,  both  becaufe  his  chief  ene- 

mies  acknowledge  his  great  abilities  and  ufefulnefs  to 

tne  State,  and  becaufe  he  will  always  have  it  in  his 

power  to  fall  m  very  confiderably  with  the  prince’s  in- 

tereft  which  the  other  party  pretends  to  promote  ; 

though  in  fuch  a  cafe  his  highnefs  would  have  a  hard 

choice  with  which  wind  to  fail :  as  indeed  he  is  likely  to 

fall  into  conjunítures  here  that  will  require  all  his 
prudence.  ^ 

I  thought  fit  to  fay  thus  much  at  ©nce  to  yourlord- 
ihip,  that  ío  you  may  the  better  know  what  to  make 
of  twenty  reports  that  may  arife  upon  thefe  occafions, 
Though  it  will,  I  think,  after  all  be  our  parts  both  in 
Tngland  and  here,  to  feem  the  leaft  we  can  concerned' 
in  them,  farther  than  our  wiflies  to  the  perfeft  unión 
of  a  State  we  are  fo  near  allied  to  •,  which  we  may  I 
fuppo-e  own  our  opinión  of,  that  it  will  never  becom- 
paíled  but  by  taking  in  the  prince’s  interefts,  as  far  as 
can  connft  with  the  liberty  of  the  State  ;  and  makino- 
luch  a  perfon  of  him,  as  may  in  title,  expence,  and  ot 
ther  ciicumílances,  reprefent  the  dignity  of  their  com- 
monwealth.  I  am  ever,  my  lord,  &c. 

To  the  cari  of  Northumberland. 

BMyLorc!,  Hague,  June  17,  N.  S.  1670. 

Y  the  lame  poft  vrhich  brought  me  the  honourof 
1  a  late  Setter  irom  your  lordíhip,  I  received  from 
other  hands  the  newsof  my  lord  of  Northumberland’s 
having  left  to  you  the  fucceffion  of  all  his  honours  and 
fortunes  ;  which  gives  me  the  occaíion  of  acknowledge 
ing  your  lordlhip's  favour  and  memory ;  and  at  the  lame 

time 
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tíme  of  condoling  with  you  upon  the  lofs  of  a  father, 
whofe  greatvirtues  and  qualities  muft  needs  have  mad£ 
fo  many  íharers  with  you  in  this  afflidtion.  I  hope  the 
help  which  is  given  your  lordíhip  by  ío  many  of  your 
fervants  and  friends  upon  this  occafion,  will  ferve  to 
cafe  your  own  part  in  it :  and  that,  atter  all  that  can  be 
offered  up  to  decency  and  to  the  memory  of  fo  great  and 
excellent  a  perfon,  this  will  find  your  lordíhip  rather 
taken  up  with  the  imitation  of  his  virtues,  than  the  be- 
wailing  of  his  lofs :  fince  this  is  but  what  he  owed  to 
nature  and  to  age,  and  to  the  courfe  of  long  infirmities  ; 
and  the  other  is  what  will  be  due  from  your  lordíhip, 
all  your  life,  to  your  birth,  your  family,  and  yourfelf. 
Ñor  indeed  can  ever  fo  much  depend  upon  fo  few  pa-^ 
ces,  as  will  now,  upon  thofe  your  lordíhip  fhall  make 
at  your  firft  fetting  out  *,  fince  all  men  will  be  prefag- 
ing  by  them  the  courfe  of  your  journey,  as  they  will 
have  indeed  influence  upon  the  eafe  as  well  as  the  di- 
redtion  of  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  expedí  a  great  in- 
creafe  of  your  lordíhip’s  perfonal  honour  upon  this 
occafion  ;  and  that  having  been  fo  excellent  a  fon  of  a 
family,  you  will  fhew  yourfelf  the  fame  in  being  now 
a  father  of  it  *,  fince  nothing  makes  men  fit  to  coniT 
mand,  like  having  learned  to  obey*,  and  the  fame  good 
fenfe  and  good  difpofitions  make  men  fucceed  well  in 
all  the  feveral  offices  of  life.  Thofe,  I  know,  will  be 
your  lordfhip’s  fafety  in  entering  upon  a  fcene,  where 
you  will  fiad  many  examples  toavoid,  and  fev/to  imí¬ 
tate  :  for  I  have  yet  feen  none  fo  generally  corrupted  as 
ours  at  this  time,  by  a  common  pride  and  affedlation  of 
defpifing  and  laughing  at  all  face  of  order,  and  virtue, 
and  conformity  to  laws  *,  which,  after  all,  are  qualities 
that  moft  conduce  both  to  the  happinefs  of  a  public 
ílate,  and  the  eafe  of  a  private  life. 

But  your  lordíhip  will,  I  hope,  make  a  great  exr- 
£tnple,  inílead  of  needing  other  than  thofe  of  your  own 
femily,  to  which  fo  much  honour,  order,  and 

havf> 


\ 


r  2  2  Letters  of  Sir  William  Temple, 

have  becn  veiy  peculiar;  as  well  as  the  confequences 
oí  them  m  the  general  appiaufe,  and  the  particular 
eíteem  oí  all  tnofc  who  have  had  the  honour  to  know 
and  ooferve  it.  Among  whom  there  is  none  more 
clelirous  to  exprefs  that  inclination  by  his  fervices,  ñor 
that:  has  more  oí  it  at  heart  than,  m y  lord,  your  lord- 
íhip  s  molí  faithíul  and  naoft  humble  fervant. 

To  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuf-  AuGrandDucdeTofcane, 

cany. 


Hague,  June  27, 
SIR,  ^  N.  S.  1670! 
JLjAving  fo  long  taken  part 
i n  whatever  concerns  the 
perfon  orinterefls  of  yourmoíl 
ierene  highnefs,  I  could  not 
fail  to  condole  with  you  for 
your  great  lofs,  whereof  all 
Chriftendom  wouldhave  been 
fenfiole  to  the  laft  degree,  if 
the  griet  for  íuch  an  accident 
were  not  leíTened  by  the  fuc- 
ceílion  of  a  prince  who  has  left 
fuch  impreíTions  of  his  perfon 
and  merits  where-ever  he  has 
appeared,  as  will  never  be 
worn  out, 

* 

is  trae,  fuch  is  the  com- 
pofition  of  human  things,  that 
nothingis  puré  orwithout  mix¬ 
ture ;  fo  that  even  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  I  fee  fome  ground  to  mix 
my  congratulation  with  my 
condolence,  when  í  conñder 
that  ycurhighnefs  has  finiíh- 
ed  your  travels  before  the  ac- 
eefíion  ofthisglorious  charge. 
Your  highneís  has  added  to 
your  brrth  and  wit  all  the  ad- 

yantages 


De  Ja  Haye ,  27  Juin. 

Monfieur ,  S.  N.  1670. 
Dant  pris  depuis  longtetns 
une  aujfi  grande  part  dans 
tout '  ce  qui  touche  la  perjonne  ou 
les  ínter ets  de  V.  A.  Smey  je  ne 
pouvois  manquen  a  m  ajjliger  a- 
Dec  elle  a  V occafion  de  la  perte 
qu  elle  vient  de  faire ,  id  qui  ejl 
tylle,  que  la  Chretienté  en  Jeroit 
inconsolable ,  y?  la  doulcur  d’un 
evenement  fi  tr'Jle  n  étoit Joulagée 
par  l  idee  du  prince  qui  vient 
remplir  la  fucccjjion  •  on  fyait 
que  ^  c  ejl  un  prince  qui  a  laifsé 
de  Ja  perjonne  id  de  Jon  merite 
par  tout  oü  ilaparu  des  imprejji- 
ons  qui  ne  s*  ejfaceront  jomáis. 

II  ejl.  vray ,  que  te  lie  ejl  la 
compofttion  des  cbojes  humaines  y 
que  ríen  n’y  ejl  par  id  fans  me- 
lange ;  le  bien  &  le  mal  ne  Je 
laijjant  guere  gouter  féparement. 
Rn  cette  rencontr e  done  je  vois 
dequoy  meler  mes  congraiulations 
Ci  mes  condolances  ,  je  fonde  les 
premieres  fur  ce  que  V.  E.  Sme 
avoit  achevé  tousjes  voy  ages  lors 
qu  un  J  glorieux  fardeau  luy  ejl 
tombe  en  partage .  Elle  a  ojoure 

au 
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vantages  that  the  commerccof 
fírangersisaccuílomed  togive; 
and  you  now  find  occafion  for 
the  exercife  of  all,  towards 
the  government  of  your  fub- 
je&s.  My  wiíhes  and  applau- 
fes  íhall  not  be  wanting  to  your 
highnefs;  though  I  knowyour 
condu£f  and  good  fortune  will 
give  me  little  occafion  but  for 
the  latter,  as  your  highnefs’s 
great  qualitics  have  already 
given  me  a  great  dea],  to  be, 
fir,  your  highnefs’s  moif  hum¬ 
óle  and  moít  faithful  fervant. 
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au  bonhcur  de  fa  natjfance ,  & 
d  lapenetration  de  fon  éfprit ,  tout 
ce  que  le  commerce  &  la  compa¬ 
raron  de  diver s  étrangers  chez 
qui  elle  avott fejournf  a  accoutu - 
me  de  donner .  Cette  viche  moif- 
fon  étant  a  peine  faite ,  tant  de 
talens  font  mis  en  ouvrage ,  & 

A. fe  voit  d  prefent  obligce  de  les 
confacrer  au  join  du  gouverne - 
ment  de  fes  fujets .  Mes  vceux  & 
mes  applaudijfemens  ne  manque - 
ront  jamais  d  V .  A.  quoyque  fa 
conduite  &  fa  profp evité  me  re - 
pondent  que  je  ne  fer  ay  ufage  que 
de  ces  derniers :  Jes  grandes  qua- 
litez  avoient  deja  fourni  beaucoup 
de  motifs  d’étre^  monfieur ,  de  V. 
A.  S/ne ,  le  tres  bu?i,ible  &  tres 
fidelle  ferviteur , 


To  Sir  William  Godolphin . 

S  I  R,  Hague,  July  3,  N.  S.  1670. 

IHave  not  had  any  thing  of  late  worth  your  trouble, 
ñor  any  of  yours  by  me  to  acknowledge  ;  though 
I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  received  from  your 
hand  the  aíTurance  of  what  comes  to  me  more  uncer- 
tainly  from  others,  of  the  catholic  king’s  perfeét  reco- 
very,  and  the  Junto’s  difpofition  to  admit  fimply  of 
his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Sweden’s  arbitrage,  as 
was  propofed.  The  great  deadnefs  of  the  feafon  in 
point  of  news  would  have  excufed  you  this  trouble, 
but  that  the  Svvedifh  minifter  here  begins  to  purfue  me 
hard  for  my  offices  towards  the  Spanííli  court  for  the 
iecond  payment,  which  he  reckons  to  be  already  due 
by  the  expiration  of  eight  months  lince  the  delivery  of 
the  guaranty.  But  monfieur  de  Witt  and  I  are  both 
pf  opiiiion,  the  Spaniffi  ambaíTador’s  a ¿t  may  very 

v/eli 
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fiaüin^C  £°?^rued  to  %n'fy  eight  months  from  the 
°  g  odie  ?oncert>  wh>ch  Spain  always  infifted  up- 
on  as  an  eíTential  part  of  the  guaranty;  and  to  fi 

íhe  laft  ofT  °nly  Upnn  ?e  flSning  which  was 
the  laft  of  January  paft  ;  by  which  calculación  the  fe- 

cond  payment  will  grow  due  at  the  end  of  next  Septem- 

us  •  lVk:S  l  t0  bC  ar§Ued  by  SPai”  th™  gy 
us  .  and  that  which  is  more  neceffary,  «Vor  them  to 

ptovide  fo  as  the  money  may  be  ready  here  bv  that 
term,  to  recover  by  the  fairnefs  and  eafe  of  thh  Z- 

o?thehí>CreTd,t  íhey  l0ft  m  Sweden  hl the  difficukies 
ot  the  laft.  In  the  mean  time,  íf  you  can  perfuade  the 

Spanifh  court  tofignify  to  the  Swediíh  minifter  Jther 
there  °r  here,  that  they  haye  been  put  in  mind  of  it 
by  you  ;  and  to  have  it  fo  much  in  their  care  as  to 
provide  that  it  (hall  not  fail  at  the  end  of  September 
whicn  they  take  to  be  the  term  it  grows  due;  you  will’ 
n  Perfofm.an  office  bodfneceflary  and  grate-’ 

n  3  SeL  parties  ,ntereíled  in  that  affair.  The 
Putch  would  haye  enjoined  it  to  their  minifter,  if  they 

had  any  prefent  at  Madrid  ;  the  want  of  whkh  gives 

you  more  than  your  Ihare  in  thefe  tranfa&ions  They 

would  fain  engage  monfieur  Beverning  to  accept  of 

that  employment ;  which  I  wiíh  fot  your  fake,  but  l 
doubt  íts  fucceeding.  * 

,  Tbf ,princ<:  0[ange  intends  togofor  England  a- 
bout  the  end  of Hhis  month;  and  my  lord  OíTory  is 
mortly  expefted  here  to  attend  him  in  his  journey.  I 
am  always,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  the  earl  of  EJfex. 

My  Lord,  _  Hague,  July  7,  N.  S.  1670. 

|  Have  received  by  this  laft  poft  the  favour  of  one 
1  írom  your  excellency  of  the  i8th  paft,  which 
gives  me  the  hopes  of  a  fudden  difpatch  in  your  pre- 
íent  negotiations,  and  the  very  welcome  news  of  your 

intención 
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intention  to  pafs  this  way  in  your  return  ;  where  1 
Ihall  be  very  glad  to  find  the  occaíions  I  defire  of  ferv- 
ing  your  lordíhip  in  a  place  that  indeed  better  defervea 
a  paffing  vifit  than  any  long  abode. 

Your  excellency  will  have  received  by  a  former  let- 
ter  my  condolements  upon  my  lord  Northumberland’s 
death,  which  indeed  was  very  untirnely  for  himíelf, 
his  family,  and  his  friends.  Bul  if  we  needed  greater 
examples  howlittle  defence  is  to  be  found  againít  that 
enemy  either  from  greatnefs  or  from  youth,  we  íhould 
have  received  a  very  fufficient,  as  well  as  a  very  fad 
one  by  an  exprefs  which  brought  this  morning  the 
news  of  Madame’s  death,  by  particular  letters  both  to 
the  States  and  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  French  courier  being  not  expeíled  till  to-mor- 
row  morning,  I  have  not  yet  received  any  letter  of  it 
from  my  lord  ambaíTador  at  París •,  and  therefore  Ihall 
give  your  lordíhip  the  relation  juft  as  it  comes  in  the 
prince’s  letter,  which  fays,  that  on  Sunday  laft,  being 
the  2pth  of  June,  N.  S.  Madame  having  eaten  very 
well  at  dinner,  and  continued  fo  fome  hours  afterwards, 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  called  for  a  glafs 
of  fuccory  water,  which  íhe  ufed  to  take  every  day 
about  that  hour ;  and  having  drank  it  oíf  complained 
that  it  was  very  bitter,  and  prefently  after  began  to 
find  herfelf  ill,  and  fell  into  violent  fits  of  the  cholic  9 
upon  which  íhe  faid  that  íhe  was  fure  íhe  íhould  die, 
and  immediately  fent  for  her  confefibr,  and  with  great 
refolution  difpofed  herfelf  to  it,  by  paffing  through 
all  the  forms  of  that  church  upon  fuch  occafions. 
The  news  of  her  highnefs’s  illnefs  was  immediately 
difpatched  from  St.  Clou  where  the  court  then  was, 
and  occafioned  the  king  s  coming  prefently  to  her* 
who  arrived  about  eight  o’clock  that  nio-ht,  and 
brought  his  chief  phyfician  with  him  ;  who  both  began 
to  comfort  her  ficknefs,  and  aífure  her,  that  her  cholic 
could  not  eafilv  carry  avvay  a  períon  of  her  age.  But 

íhe 
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íi  airurinS  them  of  her  death,  fpoke  a 

aloud  "that  nf *  \  *3  the  k‘ng  5  and  afterwanís  faid 
loud,  that  ihe  had  no  regret  at  all  to  die ;  biít  that 

her  greateft  trouble  was  by  fo  hard  a  feparation  tn 

lofe  his  majefty’s  friendihip  and  good  graces  wfoch  he 

had  always  expreífed  to  her.  .  She  fpote to  Monfieur 

whiís  frerteHmS  ab°l;t  her  great  willingnefs  to  die, 
ich  fhe  iaid  was  the  more,  becaufe  íhe  had  no- 

thmg  to  reproach  herfelf  of  in  her  condud  towards 

, ,  Jke  kinf  leñ  ber  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  his 
phyncian  aílunng  him  ihe  could  not  die  of  a°cholic 

oí  atleaft  not  fo  iuddenly  as  íhe  feemed  to  apprehend  • 

ut  hei  illnefs  and  pain  increafing,  íheexpired  about 

that  Zn¡V:, thC  m0mirjp’,leaving  great  fadnefs  in 

to  know  her  ^  “  1  thofe  wh°  had  the  honour 

lour  excelíency  will  eafily  imagine  how  fenfibly 
51J  majeíty  will  be  touched  by  this  afflidion  ;  and 
therefore  l  am  fureyou  will  receive  the  famepartinit 

u-  u  t11,!  í  tke  red:  °y  b's  fei*vants  ou^ht  to  do  • 
Which  I  fhall  not  encreafe  by  enlarging  upon  fo  fad  a 

lettJr  faíí,hfííha  Kbn  °"e  Pamcular  more  of  the  prince’s 
fovír J  h  r  hCr  b°d,y  bemg  °Pened  in  the  Prefence  of 
dnr  ',,¡,)er  °nS;iand  aín°nS.  them  my  lord  ambaífa- 

death  h  7  C°U  d  not  find  tíle  caufe  of  fo  fudden  a 

Our  news  from  Bruífels  is,  that  the  Conftable  was 

ro  C  epart/jom  thence  on  Saturday  laíl,  leavino-  the 
count  de  Monterey  governor  of  thofe  coun  tries  by  the 

queen  regent  s  commilhon  for  the  interina,  until  a 
new  governor  íhould  be  fent  from  Spain,  who  they 
give  out  will  be  Don  John,  and  that  he  will  be  there 
ln  a  yery  little  time,  and  take  upon  him  that  govern- 
ment  for  his  life  :  but  the  certainty  of  this  we  muft 
expea  hereafter  from  Spain .  The  Dan  iíh  envoy  here 
tellsme,  heintends  to  go  very  íhortly  for  Copenhagen, 

and 
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ánd  that  he  hopes  to  find  your  excellency  there,  wherein 
I  confefs  I  diifer  with  him.  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to 
know  whether  he  did  me  the  right  of  conveying  a 
letter  I  wrote  to  monfieur  Guldenlew,  in  anfwer  to  one 
I  receíved  from  him  upon  his  lafc  arrival  in  Denrnark. 
Your  lordfhip  will  oblige  me  to  let  one  of  your  fe- 
cretaries  inform  himfelf  from  one  of  his,  whether  fuch 
a  letter  was  received,  without  drawing  it  into  any  far- 
ther  confequence. 

I  befeech  your  lordfhip  to  believe  me  always  what 
I  am  with  very  much  fincerenefs,  my  lord,  your  ex- 
cellency’s  moíl  faithful  and  moft  humble  fervant. 

j To  my  lord  B  erke  ley. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  n,  N  S.  1670. 

IReceived  oné  from  your  excellency  of  the  nth 
paíl,  by  which  you  were  pleafed  both  to  oblige 
and  inform  me:  ñor  could  any  thing  happen  more 
agreeable  to  me  than  an  occafion  of  acknowledmna;  as 

O  Do 

T  ought  the  favour  you  there  exprefs  both  to  my  friends 
in  Ireland  and  to  me  :  of  which  I  am  equally  fen- 
fible» 

I  doubt  not  but  your  lordfhip  will  find  in  the  loofe 
pofture  of  aífairs  in  Ireland  a  great  fubjeót  for  your 
prudence  and  induftry;  in  the  application  whereof  I 
wifh  your  lordfhip  ail  fuccefs  and  glory,  being  inca- 
pable  at  this  diftance  to  make  any  refleblions  on  parti- 
culars,  either  the  evils  or  the  redrefíes  :  only  as  an  oíd 
lervant,  1  may  have  the  liberty  of  putting  your  lord- 
ílaip  in  mind  of  one  point  wherein  your  reputation  is 
much  concerned,  and  upon  which  I  doubt  you  do  not 
much  refledl :  but  if  you  íliould  continué  this  luxu- 
rious  cuftom  of  getring  a  luíty  boy  every  year,  people 
will  think  that  you  live  like  a  voluptuous  young  man 
oí  twenty  years  oíd,  and  not  like  a  ftaid  and  wife  go- 
vcrnor  of  a  kingdom  :  ñor  am  í  very  well  fatisfied  my- 

felf 
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fdf,  whether  it  be  a  thing  that  confiíls  with  the  gravita 
oí  a  privy  counfellor,  much  lefs  of  a  lord  lieutenant. 
out  vvhen  I  confider  that  of  fo  good  a  race  we  cannot 
nave  too  man  y,  I  am  forced  to  leave  my  cenfures  to 
give  your  lordíhip  much  joy  of  your  Iriíhman. 

We  have  nothing  here  in  difcourfe  but  the  fad  and 
jurprifing  news  of  Madame’s  death :  of  which  your 
lordíhip  will  have  the  particulars  from  fo  manv  hands 
that  I  will  not  repeat  them ;  ñor  enter  into  the  general 
refleftions  that  are  made  upon  it  in  all  places,  I  think, 

I  3m  Ture  herc,  without  ícruple  or  diíjputc. 

The  Confiable  is  gone  for  Spain,  and  left  his  govern- 
ment  much  as  he  held  it i  ñor  can  I  judge  whether  it 
carne  from  his  natural  temper,  or  fome  contraéled  in- 
npofitions ;  for  his  health  has  been  of  late  the  cover 

uní1 :  but  thefe  fix  or  eight  m°nths  paflr,  he  has  been 
obíhnate  to  hear  nothing  of  bufinefs,  returnino-  all  that 

has  offered  by  his  neareíl  officers,  with  b  £¿uire  matar¬ 
me?  and  paíiing  his  time  with  his  virginals,  his  dwarf, 
and  his  graciofoes.  Some  fay,  his  imaginations  reach- 

ed  fo  far  as  to  raife  up  ípirits  and  aíláífins  when  he  was 
alone. 

If  Spain  has  no  greater  men,  it  is  pity  they  have  fo 
great  ule  of  them ;  íor,  I  am  iure,  Non  tali  auxilio  nec 
defenforibus  iftis  T empus  eget.  He  has  left  thegovern- 
ment  for  the  interim ,  by  the  queen  regent’s  order,  to 
the  count  de  Monterey,  whom  he  hated ;  and  I  hear 
count  Marfyn  fays,  he  will  not  obey  a  man  c  qui  né 
fait  que  naitre  \  becauíe  he  is  but  twenty-eight  years 
oíd  i  but  they  have  fucceeded  fo  ill  with  one  J  qui  ne 
fongeoit  qu'd  mourir,  that  I  think  it  will  not  pafs  for  a 
very  juíl  exception ;  and  our  friend  count  Marfyn, 
who  is  hot  at  hand,  will,  I  hope,  come  to  himfelf,  and 
help  to  keep  all  things  quiet  in  Flanders  till  Don  John’s 
arrival,  which  is  now  talked  of,  but  I  am  not  the  ea- 
ficíl  to  believe  it.  t  heo- 

b  Why  do you  kill  me.  «  Who  is  but  jufl  bonr.  *  Who  thouxht 

<f  nothing:  b»t  dying.  ' 
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I  begyour  lordíhip’s  favour,  or  rather  juftice,  both 
to  eíteem  and  ufe  me  as,  my  lord,  your, 

To  my  hrd  Arlington . 

My  Lord,  Hague,  July  15,  N.  S.  1670. 

IWas  very  gkd  to  find  that  the  great  meafure  of  his 
majeíty’s  grief  upon  Madame’s  death  was  a  little 
le (Tened  by  the  íatisfaétion  he  had  received,  that  it  had 
paíTed  without  that  odious  circumílance  which  was  at 
firfl  lo  generally  thought  to  have  attended  it  *  and  of 
which  I  endeavour  in  my  difcourfe  here  to  allay  the  fuf- 
picions,  fince  I  lee  his  majefty  is  convinced;  thoughit 
is  a  very  difficult  rnatter  to  fúcceed  in,  after  fo  general 
a  poííeíTion,  which  has  been  much  increafed  by  the  Prin- 
cefs  Dowager  s  curioíity,  toafk  her  phyíicians  opinions 
upon  the  relation  tranímitted  hither  to  one  of  them 
from  his  brother,  who  is  the  Dutch  fecretary  at  París ; 
and  pretenda  it  carne  from  Dr.  Chamberlain,  though 
íomething  different  from  what  he  tranímitted  into 
England  However  it  happened,  it  had  certainly  all 
the^  circumftances  to  aggravate  the  affiiftion  to  his 
majefty  ;  which  I  am  infinitely  touched  with,  as  well 
as  with  the  fenfe  oían  accident  in  itfelf  fo  deplorable: 
but  it  is  a  neceflary  tribute  we  pay  for  the  continuance 
of  ourown  lives,  to  bewail  thefrequent,  and  fometimes 
untimely,  deaths  of  our  friends.  Et  levius fit  patientid 
quicquid  corrigere  ejt  nefas . 

he  barón  d’lfola  parted  this  day  for  Bruflels,  from 
whence  he  told  me  he  would  anfwer  your  lordíhip’s 
laít  letter,  by  which  he  pretends  to  have  drawn  confi- 
dence  of  his  propofal’s  luccecding  in  Kngland  with  the 
te m per  the  Dutch  had  given  it  here  :  but  he  does  not 
prefs  the  rnatter  much  at  prefent,  becaufe  he  does  not 
preterid  that  the  emperor’s  reíolutions  are  fully  taken 
upon  it,  ñor  vvill  be  till  after  the  interview,  which  is, 
as  he  íays,  aoout  this  time  contrived  between  the 
JL  Iv  cleílors 
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eledors  of  Mentz  and  Triers;  where  an  envoy  froni 
the  emperor,  another  from  the  dulce  óf  Lorrain,  and 
(as  the  barón  pretends)  from  lome  other  Germán 
princes,  are  to  intervene,  where  the  meafures  wiil  be 
íully  taken  among  them.  In  cafe  his  majefty  fhould 
fall  into  the  thoughts  of  admitting  that  conjundion, 
as  monfieur  de  Witt  tells  me  he  has  likewife  fome 
hopes  given  him  from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  ;  I 
think  it  were  beft,  however,  referving  the  declaration  of 
any  fuch  confent  uhtil  he  were  very  well  aífured  of 
the  emperor’s  and  the  other  Germán  princes  final  and 
firm  reioluticns  ;  which  I  know  not  whether  we  may 
be  conñdent  of  learning  from  the  barón  d’Ifola,  whoíé 
bufinefs  feerns  to  be  rathet  firft  to  draw  out  ourpoints, 
and  malee  them  his  ground  for  perfuading  his  courtto 
agree  with  them  ;  and  thereby  valué  himfelf  both  to 
his  mafter,  the  Germán  princes,  and  others,  upon  his 
own  being  the  author  of  fo  great  a  negotiation :  and 
perhaps,  ir  his  majefty  have  a  mind  to  fee  the  bottom 
of  it,  and  wiíhes  it  effeded  for  common  intereft  falce, 
he  could  not  do  better  than  to  acquaint  the  eledor  of 
Mentz  privately  with  his  thoughts  upon  it,  and  leave 
him  to  malee  ufe  of  that  knowledge  towards  the  prepar- 
ing  all  pieces  for  the  work.  For  1  find  that  prince  muft 
be  the  fpring  of  all  the  motions  that  are  made  in  it  on 
the  Germán  fide  :  fo  that  all  will  depend  upon  his  dif- 
pofitions  and  condud ;  which  for  my  part  I  pretend 
not  to  underftand  yet  in  this  affair  :  for  though  his 
late  envoy  here  vifited  me  with  great  profelfions  from 
his  mafter  to  his  majefty,  and  much  civility  to  me ; 
yet  1  fell  into  no  fort  of  plain  or  conñdent  difeourfe 
with  him  upon  this  matter ;  but  finding  him  rather 
fny  in  it,  I  refolved  not  to  be  behind-hand  with 
him  in  that  point :  and  fo  we  parted  as  wife  as  we 
met. 

By  this  dav’s  poft  I  hear,  the  count  de  Monterey  is 
declared  governor  of  Flanders  by  way  of  interim  ;■ 

-  -  5  which 
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Which  yet  may  laft  longer  than  is  thought  of,  accord- 
ing  to  the  ílownels  or  uncertainty  of  the  Spanifh  coun- 
í'ds,  efpecially  Don  John  having  now  íinally  refufed  to 
accept  that  charge.  The  count  Marfyn,  I  hear,  fays 
he  will  not  obey  a  man  qui  ne  fait  que  mitre ;  becauíe 
the  count  Monterey  is  but  twenty-eight  years  oíd,  and 
therefore  fets  on  foot  already  many  brigues  againft  him 
both  in  Spain  and  Flanders,  which  we  hear  fear  may 
produce  very  ill  effedts  by  increafing  the  diforders  of 
Flanders,  and  thereby  the  temptations  of  F ranee  ;  thcf 
I  hope  our  friend,  who  you  know  is  fomething  hot  at 
hand,  may  yet  come  to  himfelf ;  for  methinks°his  ex- 
ception  againft  the  new  governor  is  not  very  juft,  af- 
ter  having  fo  long  obeyed  a  man  that  thought  of  no- 
thing  but  dying,  and,  for  ought  I  hear,  was  by  that 
apprehenfion  rendered  unfitter  for  hispoft  than  any  he 
could  llave  met  with  to  leave  in  it,  without  very 
great  luck.  They  much  perfuade  me  here  to  make  a 
journey  to  Bruffels  in  this  conjuníture,  havina  heard 
me  fpeak  of  it  this  fummer,  and  of  having  his  majefty’s 
.eave,  becauíe  they  knov/  I  am  acquainted  with  thofe 
at  prefent  upon  the  feene :  I  find  their  deputies  have 
no'  credit  there,  and  come  back  only  with  diflátif- 
faélion  and  complaints  ;  I  fee  nothing  like  to  take  me 
up  here,  when  I  have  obferved  this  aífembiy  of  the 
States  of  Holiand,  and  what  they  will  do  and  pro- 
rmfe  further  in  the  prince’s  bufinefs,  which  a  fortni^ht 
wi]1  determine,  and  therefore  am  well  enough  inclined 
to  it :  but  fhould  be  much  the  more,  if  his  majefty 
inould  think  fit  to  compliment  the  count  Monterey  up¬ 
on  this  occaíion,  and  lave  the  expence  of  any  exprefs 
perfon,  by  fending  him  a  letter  with  me  to  be  de- 
iivered  as  one  that  goes  wholly  incógnito,  and  without 
any  characler,  as  was  laft  year  intended  1  fhould  have 

á°r\e  r0- íe  Conílable  i  of  which  your  lordftiip  can 
ealiiy  íansfy  me. 

I  Jinci  me  prince  has  put  ofT  the  thou^hts  of  his 

'  V  o  ° 

¿v  2  journey 
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journey  till  towards  the  litting  of  the  Parliament,  lip¬ 
ón  which  your  lordíhip  has  writ,  by  whofe  advice 
his  highnefs  refolves  to  fteer  in  the  courfe  of  his  af- 
fairs  and  motions  relating  to  England.  I  am  ever,  my 
lord,  your,  &c. 

To  Sir  pfohn  Trevor. 

S  I  P»  Mague,  July  22,  N.  S.  1670. 

IAm  at  once  to  acknowledge  both  yours  of  the  ift 
and  5th  current,  vvith  the  inclofed  ñames  of  the 
Scots  minifters  in  the  firft  ;  and  in  the  other  the  laft 
paper  concerted  with  inonfieur  Van  Beuninghen  con- 
cerning  the  affair  of  Surinam.  ° 

Upon  what  concerns  the  Scots  minifters,  I  gave  in 
yefterday  a  memorial  to  the  States ;  upon  which  I  re- 
Ceived  this  day  a  mefiage  from  them,  expreífing  their 
readinefs  to  perform  all  parts  of  their  treaties  with  his 
majefty  •,  and  defiring  to  know  from  me  the  feveral 
prefent  abodes  of  the  laid  perfons,  to  the  end  they 
might  diredt  their  orders  to  them  accordingly.  But 
in  this  point  I  was  not  able  to  anfwer  them  at  fo  fhort 
warning,  having  not  yet  upon  enquiry  heard  of  any  of 
the  three  perfons,  excepting  Mackard,  who,  it  iefms, 
lived  fome  months  fince  privately  at  Utrecht  ‘  but  whe- 
ther  he  continúes  ftill  there  or  no,  I  am  yet  icnorantj 
and  therefore  I  told  the  States  agent,  that  I  would  en- 
deavour  to  inform  myfelf  of  their  abodes  if  I  could ; 
but  would  not  take  upon  me  to  línd  them  out  in  any 
certain  place,  fince  it  was  the  cuftom  and  intereft  of 
llich  men  to  be  as  prívate  as  they  could,  and  to  ihift 
often :  and  therefore  I  did  not  fee  any  thing  like  to 
reach  them  but  a  publication  of  their  ñames,  with  the 
States  orders  for  their  avoiding  thele  dominions ;  which 
at  fome  time  and  place  or  other  could  not  fail  of  coming 
to  them,  and  have  th.e  lame  efted  that  could  be  e¿ 
pected  from  a  more  particular  direction. 
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I  fpoke  with  monfieur  de  Witt  this  morning  con- 
cerning  your  laít  papel*  of  Surinam,  which  he  perufed, 
having  not  feen  it  before,  ñor  heard  any  thing  of  it 
from  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  :  and  therefore  lie 
faid  the  States  could  not  fall  upon  the  debate  of  it 
without  knowing  upon  what  grounds  01*  confiderations 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  might  have  made  thefe 
changes  fince  his  laít  paper  upon  this  lubjeft,  which 
they  expeíted  would  have  been  final  in  this  matter. 
Befides  lome  point  wherein  he  thought  the  ítyle  not  fo 
clear,  he  obferved  two  main  altcrations  in  the  fub- 
ítance :  the  firít  is,  that  our  fhips  could  not  carry 
k  des  canons  montes  dans  la  viviere :  which,  he  faid,  im- 
ports  that  they  might  carry  what  cannon  they  pleafe, 
ib  they  were  not  mounted,  which  is  not  the  bufinefs  of 
an  hour’s  time  ;  and  is  contrary  (as  he  faid)  to  your 
firít  agreement  with  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen.  The 
fecond  was  concerning  major  Banniíter;  whofelanding 
is  here  pofitively  allowed  with  the  liberty  of  going  to 
his  own  colony.  Both  which  were  (as  lie  fays)  refer- 
red  in  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  laít  paper  to  the  go- 
vernor’s  difcretion  and  judgment,  whetherit  might  be 
done  without  danger  to  the  colony.  Upon  both  thefe 
points  we  had  large  difcourfes,  which  ended  with  his 
affuring  me,  that  he  íhould  be  the  laít  to  raife  any 
fcruples  upon  either  of  them  ;  but  doubted  that  the 
Zealanders  might  thereupon  (efpecially  the  laít  con¬ 
cerning  major  Banniíter)  change  their  late  protcíla- 
tions  to  clamours,  which  might  occafion  the  States- 
General  to  malee  more  difficulty  in  thefe  changes,  un- 
lefs  they  were  fatisfied  in  the  reafons  of  them  by  mon¬ 
fieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  difpatch,  to  which  ali  was  of 
neceflity  to  be  referred 

I  hear  monfieur  Lionne  entertained  the  Dutch  fecre- 
tary  at  Paris  v^ith  the  news  he  had  received  from  Ma¬ 
drid,  of  that  crown’s  joining  this  State  with  his  ma- 

*  Canncns  mounícd  in  the  river . 
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lime  w:ÍSWeden  Ínrthe  a.rbitraSe  i  and  at  the  fame 
m;r  r  nvany  -reafons  wh y  his  mafter  could  not  ad- 

"  t  t0Ugh  he  faid  he  had  not  7«  communi- 

fuiv  •  ohinV  however  the  declared  opinión  of 
iu  J,  a  mimn-er  feems  to  raife  a  ftrong  prejudice  in  the 

v~aiL%  ** 


í  am  forry  the  bufinefs  of  conven  deles  gives  you  fo 
much  irouole,  and  could  wifn  we  were  at  a  aood  end 
of  a!l  fuch  controverfies,  which  make  his  majeftyap- 
p.ai  auroad  to  nave  lo  great  and  confiderable  a  num- 
bei  ox  fuojeéts  that  liave  not  learned  to  obey  him,  and 
confequently  mane  up  no  part  of  his  ftrength,  but 
leem  rather  to  effen  it,  and  amufe  people  both  at 
A(J[VC  and  a  broa  d  with  imaginations  of  chano-es.  Yet 
inonfieur  V  an  Beuninghen  hath  reprefented  it  hither  asa 
bufinels  which  his  majefty  will  eafier  mafter  than  you 
leem  to  be  confident  of :  but  their  intereft  here  may 
,ldP  Cjiem  r°  Relieve  as  well  as  to  delire  it,  upon  the  ex¬ 
pectación  of  fo  many  períons  and  ílocks  as  will  be 
brougnt  over  to  them  upon  this  occaíion  ;  and  make, 
ac  t  u.v  uppofe,  a  confiderable  increafe  of  their  trade 
and  dimmution  of  ours.  I  am  always,  Sir,  your,  &c. 


lo  the  Count  de  Montercy.  Au  Comte  de  Monterey. 


Hague,  July  22, 
*/iy  Lord,  N.  S.  1670, 
-jAving  long  takeji  par t  in 
what  regards  the  perfon 
and  intereíts  ofyour  excellen- 
c y t  and  having  heard  of  your 
advancement  to  lo  great  a 
-charge  as  that  of  governor  of 
the  Netherlands,  1  would  not 
fail  oí  givingyou  joy,  and  let- 
ting  you  kno w the  fatisfaefion 
í  receivc  bv  it  upon  many  ac- 
counís.  Por,  fince  by  the 
forcc  cí  the  prefept  con  june- 

tures, 


De  la  Hayc ,  22  Juill, 
Aionfieu, r ,  S .  jV.  1670. 

2  ant  pris  depuis  longtems 
beaucoup  de  part  dans  tout 
ce  quí  touche  la  perjomie  &  les 
ínter  ets  de  V,  E.  &  venant  d’ap- 
prendre  qii 'elle  a  éte  pourvüe  d' une 
charge  aujfi  importante  que  üejl 
cello,  de  gouverneur  de  Pan- has  ; 
je  n  ay  pas  voulu  manquen  d  luy 
donner  el  para  bien,  ísf  temoig- 
nei  la  joye  que  f  en  ay  rejjenti 
ponr  phtjieurs  raifons.  Car  puif- 
que  par  l  enchaincmcnt  des  con- 

jon  ¿Jures, 
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tures,  ¡t  will  be  often  necef- 
fary  for  me,  in  the  poíl  I  am  in, 
t o  have  fomethingor  other  to 
neo-otiate  with  the  governorof 

O  O 

Flanders,  about  the  common 
interefts  \  I  íhall  be  very  glad 
to  enter  into  bufmers  where 
I  have  already  entered  into 
friendíhip,  and  to  have  to  deal 
with  a  perfon  who  has  already 
given  me  fo  many  teftimonies 
of  his  fair  and  prudent  manner 
of  tranfadting,  as  well  as  of 
his  particular  inclinatfen  for 
confirming  the  alliance  be- 
tween  the  crowns  of  both  our 
mafters,  and  for  the  advance- 
ment  of  their  intereíls,  where- 
in  the  welfare  and  repofe  of 
Chriftendom  are  concerned. 
And  whereas  the  good  order 
of  aftairs  in  Flanders  is  ver  y 
important  to  his  majeíly  and 
the  other  parties  of  the  triple 
alliance,  as  well  as  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain  ;  I  will  hope, 
that  by  your  excellency’s  con- 
du¿f  fome  good  order  may  be 
taken  for  fettling  the  affairs  of 
the  militia  of  thiscountry :  and 
in  the  mean  time,  an  end  be 
putto  the  complaints  and  mi- 
feries  of  the  inhabitants,  fince 
a  government  is  never  well  e- 
ílablííhed  but  in  the  hearts  of 
the  fubjecfs  ;  ñor  fo  hard  to  be 
fhaken,  as  when  the  genera- 
lity  of  the  people,  as  well  as 
the  nobility,  íinds  no  intereft 
in  the  change.  I  doubt  not 
but  your  éxcellency  propoíes 
the  fe  ends,  and  will  fucceed 

in 
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jondlures-  prefe  rites ,  id  dans  le 
pojle  ou  je  fuis ,  il  me  fera  f  le¬ 
ve  nt  necejjaire  de  negetier ,  es5 
d'avoir  quelque  choje  a  demoler 
avec  le  gouvenieur  de  Flandres , 
je fieray  fort  aife  d'avoir  une  liai- 
fon  d' a ff aires  avec  ccluy  avec  qui 
f  ay  deja  des  liaifiotis  di  omit  ió ;  je 
me  felicite  d'avoir  d  fiaire  d  un 
Jage  difpcnj ateirr  qui  ni  a  deja 
donne  tant  de  marques  de  fa  noble 
&  judi  cié  ufe  maniere  d' agir.  A- 
vec  quelle  ¡oye  n  ay  je  point  vu 
vutre  penchant  particulier  d  af- 
fertnir  /’ alliance  entre  les  deux 
cour orines  de  nos  maítres ,  id 
vótre  inxlination  d  avancen  des 
interets  qui  ne  tendent  aujonrd- 
huy  qua  procuren  le  benheur  id 
le  repos  de  la  Obre  ti  ente.  Comme 
fa  majejl'e  id  ceux  de  la  triple 
alliance  ont  fort  a  cceur  Vótat 
des  affaircs  de  Flandres ,  av.fji 
bien  que  la  couronne  d}  Efi- 
pagne  ;  je  me  fais  un  plaifr  de 
penjer  que  par  la  b orine  conduitc 
de  V.  F.  on  fera  enfin  quelque 
bon  régleme  nt  touchant  la  mili  ce 
de  P ais-has ,  id  qu  en  mime  tems 
on  mettra  fin  aux  pía  intes  id  aux 
miferes  des  habitans  ;  puis  qu'un 
gouvernement  n  ejl  jaríais  ji  su - 
rement  établi ,  que  lors  nuil  a 
fon  fie  ge  dans  le  cernir  des  fijéis. 
Rien  n  ejl  fi  difficile  d  óhr  arder 
quun  etat  ou  la  multitude  du 
peuple  aujfi  bien  que  la  nóblejfe 
n  apperyoit  point  d’  a  varia ge  dans 
un  changement.  fie  nedoute  point 
que  V E.  ne  Je  foit  deja  propose 
toutes  ces  fins ,  íéf  quelle  n  y 
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trcncmu’c  bfCCaufe  you  are  t0°  á'ame  apés  grande pour  n'y  laif- 
vourown ™ V™  W‘th  tlU,m  >  P°int  m /« proprl  plf- 
mtereíls  whi^01-^1™  Jffí’  m  aucun ‘nterét  perfonel. 

-  _r  ,  whlchwiJl  not  be  Une  telle  conduite  ne  luy  jera  pas 

moins  glorien  Je  qu1  elle  Jera  titile 
pour  la  Chrétientéy  &  outre  le 
projit  que  V  Efpagne  en  iireray 
elle  luy  fa  uvera  le  foin  de  fonger 

u  un  nouveau gouverneury  &  luy 


lefs  glorious  to  you,  than  pro- 
htableand  happy  to  Chriíten- 
tiOm.  And  bebdes  the  advan- 
tage  Spain  will  make  by  your 

excellencys  good  conduct,  u  un  nouveau gouverneur  ís  lux 

bey  wtll  lave  themfelves  the  feraprendreLarlTplLfr 

verno  C  or^f*  ^  ^  ínteri^^ 

vernoi,  01  to  end  an  interim 

io  advantageous  to  them. 

My  beft  wijfhes  íhall  not  be 

warning  to  your  exeellency, 

ñor  my  fervices  upon  all  oc- 


Mej  vaeux  ne  manqueroni  ja - 
mais  a  V.  mes  fervices  fe - 

V  ”v  —  —  upun  du  ul-.  conderont  mes  vceux  toutei  b< 
cajons  where  they  (hall  be  ne-  foh  qu’Hs  luy  firont  'neajoire¡\ 

ceílary  ,  íor  norman  is  with  car  ti  n'y  a perfonne  quifoh  avec 

ammvíoT  ^  truth,,than  1  Plu*  Ó  de  Lríé  queje 

A,7  [1,y°UreXCeIlenC3  s  fuh>  monfieun  vótre ,  kL  J 
moíl:  humble  and  molí  affe¿t¡-  J  '  ' 

onate  fervant. 

To  Sir  'John  Tre  vor. 

V  R’  ,  ,  ,  Hague,  July  29,  N.S.  1670. 

Am  to  acknowledge  one  írom  you  of  the  i2th,  and 
hope  the  Dutch  captain  you  therein  mention  is 

uoie  this  time  arrived,  and  will  prove  what  you  de- 
luc  him,  and  thereby  deferve  the  encouragement  vou 
intend  him.  I  know  not  why  monfieuf  Van  Beunin- 
g/ien  íhould  at  prefent  revive  the  propofition  concern- 

Hig  the  emperor  s  admiffion  ;  fince  monfieur _ con- 

jCíícs  he  thinks  there  wili  be  difficukies  made  in  it  by 
n  se  emperor  himíelf ;  who  has  not  yet  declared  him- 
fru  to  the  eleétor  of  Mentz,  ñor,  I  believe,  to  the  barón 
ndlola  neither ;  though  it  be  true  what  you  obferve 
that  it  ougnt  to  be  authentickly  dentanded  on  that  fute’ 

e  1  llear  no  hoPes  at  all  frotn  France  of  admitting  this 
btate  into  a  part  oí  the  arbitrage  :  fo  that  if  Spain 

per- 
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perfifts  in  the  demand  of  it,  as  France  no  doubt  will  do 
in  the  refufal,  we  fhall  be  as  much  to  feek  in  the  end 
of  the  year,  as  we  were  in  the  beginning. 

For  what  concerns  the  commands  I  received  about 
the  three  Scotch  minifters  •,  though  I  cannot  find  out 
their  prefent  abodes,  yet  I  queftion  not  to  obtain  what 
is  defired  againíl  them  :  there  can  only  be  one  fcruple, 
if  thefe  States  will  adhere  ftrióUy  to  the  treaty,  which 
is  the  authentic  knowledge  of  their  being  declared  re- 
bels  by  his  majefty  *,  which  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know, 
if  it  be  fo  •,  though  I  fhall  in  the  mean  time  purfue  it, 
as  if  I  expeled  no  farther  informations. 

I  havefofar  prelfed  them  here  upon  aífenting  to  the 
laft  paper  tranfmitted  by  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen 
upon  the  affair  of  Surinam,  that  the  States  of  Holland 
have  agreed  to  it,  and  appointed  three  perfons  to  en- 
deavour  either  to  difpole  or  to  quiet  the  Zealanders, 
and  to  país  it  in  the  States-General :  and  I  hope  it  will 
fucceed,  the  town  of  Amfterdam  concerning  them- 
felves  particularly  in  it  for  the  fupport  of  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen’s  credit. 

The  aíiembly  of  the  States  of  Flolland  will  feparatc 
on  Friday  next,  and  are  yet  likely  to  agree  in  the  long 
agitated  impofitions  upon  the  French  commodities  be- 
fore  they  part ;  the  town  of  Rotterdam  having  (as  I 
hear)  this  day  at  length  afiented ;  but  with  condition 
that  it  fhall  not  be  executed  till  after  monfieur  de  Groot’s 
arrival  in  France,  and  account  from  thence  whether 
that  king  be  difpofed  to  difpenfe  with  the  late  rigours 
there  ufed  for  dilcouraging  allDutch  commodities. 

Though  nothing  has  been  yet  mentioned  in  this  af- 
fembly  concerning  the  prince-,  yet  I  am  made  believc 
they  may,  before  they  part,  fettle  a  penfion  upon  him, 
though  a  lmall  one  of  twenty-four  or  thirty  thoufand 
franks  a  year,  being  only  in  confideration  of  his  feífion 
in  the  council  of  State.  1  am  always,  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SV^rr:  ,  -  ,  Ha§ue’  Aug-  I2>  N.  S.  1670. 

E  my  laft,  the  States  agent  brought  me  a  co- 

P Y  ráe  lettér  they  had  agreed  on  to  the  00  • 

vernor  of  Sunnam  ;  which,  I  fuppofe,  they  delayed 

till  about  the  time  of  their  difpatching  it  away  b-- 

catife  they  knew  I  would  except  againft  the  limitation 

g¡ven  to  major  Bannifter’s  landing ;  though  they  afiure 

me,  the  governor  fhalJ  have  orders  not  to  hinder  it 

without  very  evident  knowledge  of  the  ill-confequencc 

it  may  have  upon  the  peace  of  the  colony  5  and  Chat 

the  Zealanders  were  fo  íharp  in  this  point,  that  they 

could  not  país  it  in  any  other  form.  I  have  likewife, 

lince  m y  laft,  been  afíured,  from  the  feveral  mini- 

iters  hete,  that  the  orders  I  defire  concerning  the  Scotch 

minuten  would  be  granted :  but,  that  the  thinp-  be- 

mp  pmpofed  to  the  States  of  Holland  then  aflembled 

whom  it  moft  concerned,  the  perfons  being  fuppofed 

to  be  in  their  province ;  feveral  of  the  Deputies  de- 

cíared  they  would  not  refolve  vvithout  communicatino- 

it  firft  to  their  towns,  among  whom  thofe  of  Rotter- 

dam  were  the  chief:  but  their  Penfioner  monfieur  de 

Groot,  upon  his  departure  from  henee  laft  Saturday 

towards  trance,  afiured  me  of  his  endeavours  to  clear 

all  fcruples  in  it  before  he  left  that  town. 

I  have  fince  received  your  commands  in  one  of  the 
24th  paít  concerning  y  Coronet  Joyce,  to  which  I  can 
yet  make  no  return,  monfieur  de  Witt  being  out  of 
town,  and  not  expefted  till  to-morrow:  and°I  muft 
firft  break  it  to  jiim,  by  whom  I  can  beft  know  what 
I  may  liope  for  from  the  States  in  it ;  and  withal  con¬ 
nive  how  it  may  pafs  with  fuch  circumftances  of  fc- 
crecy,  that  the  noife  may  not  go  before  the  fliot.  By 

the 

,  y  Ment tened  in  the  hijierits  ef  fí,  Cha  les  I.  for  removí»*  that  ki »? 

¿y  forcé  from  Halmzby*  '  ■  *  % 
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the  next  I  hope  to  give  you  an 'account  how  I  am  likely 
to  fucceed  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  willonly  aííure  you 
of  my  utmoft  diligence  in  a  matter  wherein  you  fay  his 
majefty  is  fo  much  concemed. 

1  doubt  not  but  a  great  part  of  monfieur  Van  Beu- 
ninghen’s  errand  was  to  difpofe  us  towards  the  admif- 
fion  of  the  emperor,  and  therefore  wonder  not  at  his 
enforcing  that  propofition :  but  yet,  fute  the  ground 
of  his  journey  was  the  defire  of  finding  fome  temper 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Eaíl-India  trade,  wherein  I  am 
very  glad  you  hope  for  fatisfaAion  from  him  ;  I  mean 
upon  that  fingle  article  which  has  fo  long  ftopped  the 
marine  treaty,  and  foiled  me  abfolutely  in  the  purfuit 
of  it.  For  the  other  point,  I  know  not  yet  whether 
monfieur  de  Witt  has  received  any  new  account  from 
Mentz  of  the  emperor’s  intentions  ;  ñor  how  much 
it  fignifies  what  the  barón  d’Ifola  tells  me,  that  the 
imperial  minilter  there  has  declared  his  mafter’s  re- 
folution,  of  referring  himfelf  wholly  to  that  elector 
for  the  conduA  and  conclufionof  that  affair  :  and  that 
the  faid  eleAor  hath  declared  his  judgment  of  its  be- 
ing  both  fit  and  neceífary  -,  but  that  as  to  the  propofi- 
tion  of  forces  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  feveral  princes,  he 
could  not  proceed  to  afeertain  it  without  more  parti¬ 
cular  direAions  from  the  emperor,  tho’  his  miniíler 
there  prefíed  him  to  it.  All  which  feems  to  me  a  very 
general  and  lcofe  account  for  his  majefty  to  proceed 
upon  ;  and  to  have  fomething  of  the  barón  d’Ifola  in 
it,  as  well  as  of  the  negotiations  of  Mentz  :  and  yet 
this  is  all  the  light  I  can  get  at  prefent ;  ñor  do  I  well 
know  where  to  expe  A  better,  the  States  envoy  havino- 
already  left  that  place.  & 

I  íhall  not  fail  of  performing  all  the  offices  you 
pleaíb  to  enjoin  me  towards  the  preferving  our  mutual 
confidence  in  this  conjunAure  5  which  I  have  endea- 
voured  in  all  my  difcourles  hete  upon  theduke  of 
Buckingham's  journey  intoFrance,  ñnce  I  firíl  heard 

of 
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of  it .  and  I  am  confident  to  have  íucceeded  with  the 
moft  rational  and  intelligent.  For  coinmon  authors, 
tliey  are  not  to  be  dealt  with,  being  too  many  and  too 
credulous  to  be  realoned  with  upon  fuch  points  •,  the 
beft  is,  their  credit  is  of  as  little  weight  as  their  b’elief, 
and  at  laft  truth  will  ever  out. 

I  hear  the  count  Molina  parted  from  Madrid  upon 
his  way  through  France  into  England  about  fixteen 
days  fince ;  fo  as  he  ought  to  be  by  this  time  well  ad- 
vanced.  I  he  Spaniíh  ambaíiador  is  likewiíe  upon  his 
return  from  Brufiels  hither ;  which,  with  other  marks, 
confirms  me  ín  the  opinión  of  the  count  de  Monterey*s 

being  likely  to  find  a  long  interim  in  the  government 
of  Flanders. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  increafe  your  trouble,  be- 
fides  tire  profefllon  of  my  being  alvvays,  Sir,  your,  &c. 

To  Mr.  Williamfon. 

ISA^’  Hague,  Aug.  12,  N.  S.  1670. 

A  M  to  acKnowledge  the  favour  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived  of  two  from  you  of  the  2  2d  and  2  6th  paíl, 
with  the  advices  you  were  pleafed  to  give  meof  what 
paíTes  with  you  in  my  lord  Arlington’s  abfence  :  and 
know  not  what  better  return  I  can  make  you  from  fo 
barren  a  fcene  as  this  is  atprefent,  but  continuing  the 
orders  I  gave  upon  Mr.  Blaithwait’s  going  out  of 
town,  for  all  the  prints,  as  well  as  the  papers  of  oc- 
currences,  to  be  conílantly  tranfmitted  to  you  by  my 
other  fecretary  Mr.  Downton  ;  who  tells  me  he  does 
not  fail  you  in  thefe  points,  no  more  than  I  fhall  do 
in  any  other  wnerein  I  can  ferve  you  here. 

I  thought,  in  a  time  of  lo  little  motion  or  talk,  to 
have  uled  his  majefty’s  leave  for  a  fhort  iourney  into 
I  landers;  but  fome  fmall  matter  íliil  arífes  to  keep 
me  from  being  wholly  idle ;  and,  amo.ng  others,  the 
fhadcw  oí  the  Surinam  bufinels  haunts°rne  ftiü,’ tha’ 

monfieur 
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monfieur  Van  Beuniñghen  aíliired  me  he  would  lay  it 
upon  his  going  over.  I  íhould  be  glad  to  know  if  you 
find  him  as  eloquent  in  a  court  as  they  do  in  an  af- 
fembly  of  States  here,  and  that  he  proves  as  good  at 
concluding  as  at  reaioning. 

I  know,  to  a  perfon  of  fo  much  bufinefs  an  empty 
letter  is  an  interruption,  therefore  will  add  nothing  to 
this,  but  the  profeffion  of  being,  Sir,  your  molí  humble 
fervant. 

To  Sir  John  Trevor. 

SIR,  Hague,  Aug.  15,  N.  S.  1 670. 

UPON  Tuefday  night  monfieur  de  Witt  returned 
to  town  ;  and  the  next  morning  I  went  to  him 
upon  the  affair  wherewith  you  had  charged  me  in  your 
two  laft  letters,  whereof  that  of  the  2  9th  paft  gave 
me  notice  of  the  yacht’s  being  difpatched  away.  I  re- 
lated  the  occafion  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  and  his  maje- 
fty’s  delire  upon  it,  as  near  as  I  could,  in  the  manner 
and  terms  you  had  imparted  them  to  me ;  adding  of 
my  own  v/hatever  I  could  think  of,  concerning  the 
intereft  of  this  State  in  fuch  compliance  to  his  majefty, 
elpecially  where  his  perfon  was  concerned  ,  and  how 
fit  it  was  for  them  to  pafs  over  the  want  of  fmall  cir- 
cumítances  and  obligations  of  treaties,  in  matters  of  fo 
great  importance  to  a  King  fo  nearly  allied  to  them, 
and  in  whofe  fafety  and  quiet  they  were  fo  deeply  con¬ 
cerned.  He  allowed  all  this  latter  part  of  my  dilcourfe  ; 
and  for  the  matter  itfelf  which  I  deíired,  he  told  me, 
that  whatever  the  States  were  obliged  to  by  the  treaty, 
they  had  power  to  enjoin  the  execution  of,  becaufe 
every  province  had  already  given  their  confent  to  it : 
but  in  other  matters  the  States-General  had  no  power 
upon  any  point  wherein  the  jurifdiftion  of  a  particular 
province  was  concerned  :  the  unión  confifting  of  le¬ 
ven  provinces,  whofe  fovereignty  remained  ílill  entire 

to 
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toeach  of  them.  That  for  this  reafon  it  was  impof- 
üble  to  fexze  upon  a  man  refiding  in  Holland,  and  Icnd 
him  over  to  his  majefty,  by  any  other  power  but  that 
ot  thc  otates  of  Holland,  who  were  not  now  afíembled, 
i  hat  the  feizing  of  thofe  crimináis  by  Sir  Geome 
iJowning,  happened  to  have  been  defired  at  a  time 
when  the  States  were  aflembled,  who  gave  their  o-ene- 
ral  confent  to  it :  whereas  if  the  town  wherein^they 
were  had  diííented  and  ftood  upon  their  privile°es¿ 
it  had  not  been  in  the  authorityof  the  States  ofHol- 
lana  themfelves  to  command  it. 

After  my  expoftulations  upon  thefe  forms  in  their 
government,  which  made  it  much  harder  to  treat 
with  them,  than  they  found  it  to  treat  with  other 
princes  ;  and  monfieur  de  Witt’s  deduction  of  the  fe- 
veral  fovereignties  of  their  provinces,  and  privileo-es  of 
their  towns,  from  their  original,  as  well  as  the  fmmino- 
them  into  an  unión  (rather  than  a  government)  for  their 
common  defence  ;  we  fell  at  laft  into  the  confideratioil 
of  what  could  be  done  upon  theprefent  bufinefs,  fince 
we  had  found  what  could  not.  And  he  told  me  with 
greatprofeffions  of  his  own  defire  to  fee  itfucceed,  that 
if  I  put  in  a  memorial  to  the  States-General,  befides  the 
danger  of  having  it  grow  public,  I  íhould  lofe  juít  fo 
much  time  ;  whereas  all  they  could  do  would  be  but 
to  recommend  it  to  the  Committee  de  Raedt  of  Hol¬ 
land,  to  difpofe  the  magiftrates  of  Rotterdam  to  feize 
upon  the  peí  fon  1  deíired,and  keep  him  fafely  guarded, 
without  furrering  any  approach  to  him  but  by  my  or- 
der,  until  the  next  afiembly  of  the  States  of  Holland, 
which  will  be  about  a  month  henee  :  and  this^  he  faid,' 
the  Committee  might  do  of  themfelves ;  and  he  hoped 
they  would,  upon  my  writing  a  letter  to  the  Prefident, 
eípecially  if  I  would  take  the  pains  to  fpeak  before- 
hand  to  the  feveral  members  of  it :  and  in  this  he  pro- 
mifed  me  his  affiílance ;  and  witlaal,  that  if  the  ma¬ 
giftrates  of  Rotterdam  would  feize  and  guard  him  till 
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the  aflembly  of  the  States  of  Holland,  he  woulc]  then 
ufe  all  his  endeavours  to  difpofe  the  faid  aflembly  to 
fend  him  over  to  the  king,  though  he  doubted  much 
difficulty  in  it ;  and  that  the  town  of  Rotterdam  would 
never  confent  to  it,  without  an  a¿t  from  his  majefty 
to  the  States,  that  he  fhould  be  remanded  to  their  town 
after  he  had  been  examined  :  for  without  fuch  an 
he  faid,  the  town  of  Dort  had  abfolutely  refufed  to 
fend  a  perfon  within  their  jurifdi&ion  to  the  States 
themfelves. 

Upon  all  thefe  difcourfes  I  refolved,  as  the  beíl  J 
could  do,  to  fpeak  leverally  that  evening  with  all  the 
members  of  the  Committee  de  Raedt  that  were  in  town, 
which  I  did  as  late  as  I  could,  fo  as  to  give  the  lealt 
time  for  the  matter’s  taking  vent.  They  all  agreed  in 
the  lame  account  of  the  conftitution  of  their  govern- 
ment,  which  monfieur  de  Witt  had  given  me ;  and  af- 
fured  me  they  would  aét  as  far  in  this  bufinefs  as  they 
could  do  if  it  carne  to  them  from  the  States-General : 
but  withal  agreed  they  could  do  no  more  than  recom- 
mend  it  to  the  magiftrates  oí  Rotterdam,  upon  whofe 
refolutions  it  would  wholly  depend.  While  I  was  late 
in  thefe  vifits  on  Wednefday  night,  captainHarris  carne 
to  my  houle,  and  told  me  of  the  yacht’s  being  come  to 
the  Briell,  but  fo  ill  ufed  by  the  ftorms  ílie  had  met 
with,  that  fne  would  need  forne  repair  before  íhe  could 
go  to  fea  again ;  which  I  was  very  forry  to  hear,  con- 
íidermg  how  ill  her  voyage  was  likely  to  fucceed,  and 
that  I  had  no  hopes  of  fending  her  back  with  her  in¬ 
tended  charge.  1  he  next  morning  being  Thurfday,  I 
fent  myletters  to  the  prefident  juft  upon  his  going  intO' 
the  committee  :  and  within  an  hour  after,  monfieur  de 
Witt's  brother,  who  is  a  member  of  it,  carne  to  me, 
and  told  me,  that  they  had  written  a  lctter  to  the  ma- 
giíl  r  a  tes  of  Rotterdam  to  the  fame  purpofe  I  deflred^ 
ano  with  all  the  earneítneis  they  could  ;  and,  to  enforce 
:t  the  more  upon  them,  had  appóinted  him  and  ¿non- 
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fieur  Voorburgh,  anocher  memberof  thefaid  coltimít- 
tee,  to  go  immediately  thither,  and  to  difpofe  the  nía- 
giftrates  all  they  could  to  the  efieétual  execution  of 
what  was  defired. 

I  acknowledge  the  care  and  compliance  of  the 
committee :  and  becaufe  I  knew  all  depended  upon 
fuddennefs  and  fecrecy,  and  that  I  had  been  aftured  the 
day  before  of  Joyce’s  being  in  town,  I  told  him  that  I 
was  refolved  to  go  myfelf,  but  as  privately  as  I  could, 
and  be  there  as  íoon  as  they :  and  while  they  were 
difpofing  the  magiftrates  of  the  town,  I  would  endea- 
vour  to  fet  the  tellow,  fo  as  to  be  fure  of  him  when  the 
fcout  íhould  have  orders  to  apprehend  him.  After 
this  I  went  ftraight  to  Rotterdam,  and  got  privately 
into  an  houfe  within  three  doors  of  Joyce’s  :  and  had 
not  been  there  an  hour,  when  the  agent  I  employed  to 
find  him  out,  had  met  with  him  in  the  ftreet,  and 
ftaid  with  him  till  he  faw  him  go  home  to  his  own 
houfe.  I  fent  immediately  to  my  two  commifiioners, 
(who,  I  heard,  had  arrived  before  me  in  town)  to  o-ive 
them  notice  of  it,  in  hopes  of  their  being  ready  for 
me  :  but  I  found  they  were  at  the  town-houfe,  where 
the  magiftrates  had  been  afiembled  ever  fince  their  ar¬ 
rival,  and  they  could  not  be  lpoke  with  by  the  perlón 
I  fent  to  them  till  about  an  hour  after :  and  then  they 
told  him,  that  they  had  been  dealingall  that  time  with 
the  magiftrates,  who  made  great  difficulties  in  the  bu- 
finefs,  and  they  could  not  yet  give  me  account  what 
they  would  refolve,  but  as  foon  as  they  could,  they 
would  come  themfelves  and  give  me  notice  of  it. 
After  this  I  waited  with  great  fpight  and  impatience 
till  about  five  hours  after  the  magiftrates  had  been 
firft  afiembled :  the  greateft  part  of  which  time  I  could 
not  have  failed  of  my  prize,  if  they  had  fent  their  of- 
ficers.  But  after  leven  o’clock  at  night,  my  two 
commifiioners  carne  to  me  and  told  me  they  had  never 
feen  the  magiftratei  in  greater  perplexity,  which  had 
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kept  them  fo  many  hours  unrefolved  what  ro  do  •,  that 
they  faid  it  was  abfolütely  againft  the  privileges  of 
their  town,  to  feize  upon  any  man  without  a  particu¬ 
lar  charge  being  ready  againft  him  :  that  this  man,  they 
heard,  was  a  kind  of  ma'd  extravagant  fellow  ;  that 
having  long  refided  in  their  town,  he  Could  be  guilty  of 
nothing  towards  his  majefty,  unlefs  it  were  ot  words, 
which  people  were  very  free  oí  in  their  country,  and  a- 
mounted  not  to  a  crime  that  was  thought  to  deiérve 
imprifonment ;  that  they  íhould  have  been  giad  to 
know  the  words  he  was  accufed  of ;  and  that  if  they 
fnould  feize  a  man  without  any  particular  charge,  the 
furety  and  proteftion  of  their  town  would  be  dilcredit- 
ed,  upon  which  much  of  their  trade  depended  :  and 
that  they  were  confiaent,  no  town  in  Holland  would 
do  what  was  defired  of  them  :  that  however  for  his 
majefty’s  fake,  and  at  the  inftance  of  the  two  cornmif- 
fioners,  they  had  at  laft  refolved  he  íhould  be  feized 
on,  and  that  I  íhould  have  the  examining  of  him  if  I 
pleafed  :  butthat  if  I  could  exhibit  no  particular  charge 
againft  him,  and  he  did  not  make  himfelf  guilty  by  his 
own  confeftion,  they  muft  releafe  him  the  next  day.  I 
replied  plainly,  this  was  juft  nothing  to  the  purpofe, 
and  was  only  fo  much  noife  without  any  effed  :  that 
the  king’s  demand  was  to  have  him  fent  over,  and  that 
lince  that  could  not  be  done  without  the  aíTembly  of 
the  States  of  Holland,  my  defire  was  to  have  the  man 
feized  upon  and  kept  till  the  faid  aíTembly,  or  at  leaft 
till  I  received  farther  orders  from  his  majefty;  and 
lefs  than  this  was  nothing  at  all.  Hereupon  one  of 
the  commiífioners,  feeing  how  much  I  ftomached  this 
dealing,  told  me,  the  magiftrates  had  not  abfolütely 
faid  they  would  releafe  him  :  but  the  other  replied, 
that  it  was  true  they  had  not  abfolütely  faid  it,  but 
that  he  muft  confefs  he  found  it  was  their  intention. 
For  my  part,  I  thought  it  was  befe  at  a  venture  to  be 
once  feized  on  him  if  I  could,  and  try  whether  I  could 
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get  any  thing  out  of  him  upon  his  firft  furprizc,  aneí 
leave  tiic  reír  to  taither  endeavours;  and  therefore  I 
defired  however  that  he  might  be  feized.  They  told 
me,  the  magi  Arates  doubted  he  was  not  in  town  :  but 
when  I  had  taken  ofF  that  by  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
they  faid  the  magiftrates  did  not  know  the  man,  ñor 
any  of  their  officers  •,  but  if  I  could  fend  fomebody 
that  did  to  the  town-houfe,  they  would  fend  their 
fcout  with  him  to  execute  what  I  defired.  This  I  pre- 
fentiv  did  ^  but  the  perlón  I  íent  found  the  magiífrates 
ftill  unrefolved,  and  in  very  ill  humour  about  it  •,  and 
faying,  befides  a  great  deai  of  what  the  two  commif- 
fioners  had  before  told  me,  that  in  cafe  Joyce  had  faid 
he  would  kill  the  Burgomafters,  or  burn  their  town, 
yet  they  íhould  never  have  thought  of  imprifoning  him 
for  it :  and  that  it  was  hard  to  be  put  upon  things  fo 
contrary  to  their  privileges  and  their  cuftoms,  as&well 
as  their  interefts.  My  agent,  finding  thefe  difficulties, 
defired  leave  for  me  to  leize  him  with  fuch  perfons  as  í 
could  find  myfelf :  but  this,  they  faid,  could  by  no 
means  be  done  ;  and  if  it  Íhould  be  attempted  without 
the  officers  of  the  town,  the  burghers  would  certainlv 
rife  and  refaje  him.  With  thefe  kind  of  debates  they 
put  him  oh  about  an  hour  ionger,  making  him  tvvice 
withdraw,  and  come  in  again  to  them:  but  at  laft, 
when  it  was  grown  a  very  dark  night,  they  gave  order 
to  their  fcout  to  go  with  him,  and  apprehend  the  fel- 
low.  Hereupon  they  went  and  fearched  his  houfe, 
but  without  finding  him,  and  two  other  of  his  ulual 
haunts  vrith  the  fame  fuccefs,  but  they  found  evident 
m arles  of  his  having  had  notice  given  him  of  his  dan- 
ger  :  for  one  at  his  houfe  faid,  he  wondered  I  would 
fearch  for  a  madman,  and  that  if  he  were  affured  í  de¬ 
fired  only  to  examine  him,  perhaps  it  might  be  done  5 
but  that  for  the  prefent  he  knew  not  where  he  was, 
having  taken  the  keyof  his  back  door,  where  he  feemed 
to  believe  he  was  gone  out.  By  all  that  had  happened, 
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í  found  plainly  the  magi  (trates  of  the  tovvn  had  rio  ir¿, 
iention  the  thing  íliould  be  done ;  and  began  to  be 
aífured  of  what  I  had  always  doubted,  that  fuch  a 
pack  of  rafcals  of  ib  fnany  forts  as  had  been  Ion» 
.hefted  i n  that  town  (more  indeed  than  in  al]  the  reít 
of  Holland)  had  not  made  this  choicc  without  fome 
good  aífurances  from  the  magiítrates  of  being  pro¬ 
teged  there.  I  found  as  plainly,  that  without  their  re- 
iblute  and  fair  dealing  ín  it  it  was  to  no  pUrpofe  for 
loe  to  endeavour  it ;  and  that  my  being  there  was  al- 
ready  known,  and  had  given  fuch  an  alarm,  that  fome 
of  Joyce’s  crew  were  walking  continually  up  and  down 
the  ílreets  thereabouts  ever  íince  it  grew  dark,  and  o- 
thers  óf  them  ftanding  at  his  door  and  his  Windows  : 
and  therefore,  feeing  that  till  this  alarm  was  o  ver  there 
was  no  hopes  of  finding  my  game*  I  refolved  to  fpeak 
With  the  prefiding  Burgomaíter,  and  engage  him  as  far 
as  I  could  for  the  effeétual  purfuit  of  the  bufinefs ;  and 
íoake  him  fee  I  underftood  well  enough  how  it  íailed, 
ánd  where  it  depended;  and  ío  leave  the  town  before 
morning  to  give  the  feüow  the  more  fecurity.  I  fent  ■ 
to  the  Burgomafter  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  defirin» 
not  to  have  it  taken  notice  of  when  I  fpoke  with  him  : 
but  he  fent  nie  his  excuíe  by  faving  lie  was  in  bed  : 
áfter  which  I  fent  for  the  fcout ;  and  when  he  had  con- 
feííed  he  had  orders  to  take  the  feilow,  and  that  he 
knew  him  very  well  (contrary  to  what  the  rria»iftrates 
had  pretended)  I  faid  all  that  I  could  poíiibly  to  en¬ 
gage  him  in  the  purfuit  of  it;  and  told  him,  as  the 
beít  argument,  that  I  would  give  him  myfelf  a  hun- 
dred  ducatoons  as  foon  as  ever  it  was  done,  beíides 
reprefenting  the  diligence  fo  to  his  majefty,  as  that  he 
exP^¿l  a  greater  gratuity.  And  for  the  better 
eíxechng  of  it,  1  defired  nim  to  get  me  thekeysoí  the 
town -ga te  that  was  near  me,  refolving  then  to  go  out 
of  town,  and  to  pafs  with  torches  before  Joyce*s  door, 
thai  fo  hg  might  fee  I  was  goner  and  with  me  the  per- 
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fons  I  had  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  and  thereby 
gr°w  íecure  of  any  farther  danger  for  that  night.  And 
I  defired  him,  that  about  an  hour  or  two  after,  he 
vvould  once  more  fearch  for  him  at  his  houfe,  and  o- 
ther  places  where  he  ufed.  All  this  he  promifed  very 
fairly,  and  all  other  diligences  in  it  for  the  future  ;  but 
to  íay  the  truth,  in  luch  a  manner,  that  I  perceived 
plainly  the  fellow  had  his  inftruaions  given  him  after 
another  falbion,  from  thofe  that  had  more  to  do  with 
him  than  I.  And  though  I  have  expedted  fome  news 
from  him  all  this  day,  I  yet  hear  nothmg.  Since  my 
coming  home  I  have  fpoken  again  with  monfieur  de 
Witt,  who  profeífes  to  be  very  forry  for  my  ill  fuccefs  ; 
fays  I  did  prudently  in  coming  away  after  my  firft  at- 
tcmpt  failed  :  that  he  knows  not  what  to  judge  ofthe 
magiftiates  proceeding  till  the  return  of  the  commif- 
fioners ;  and^  hopes  fomething  may  be  yet  done  by 
them,  becaufe  they  were  not  come  back  this  afternoon. 
He  íays  he  writ  two  letters  himfelf  to  the  magiílrates, 
befides  that  of  the  committee,  to  difpofe  them  more; 
becauie  he  knevv  all  would  depend  upon  their  hearty  or 
íaint  proceeding  in  it,  and  alTures  me  of  all  his  farther 
endeavours. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Surinam ;  they  will  not  believe 
their  laíl  letter  fiaould  not  fatisfy,  fince  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  had  reprefented  that  Bannifter’s  abfolute 
permiílion  was  a  thing  defired  by  you,  but  not  infifted 
upon  :  fo  that,  if  it  be  farther  preífed,  it  muíl  be  by 
your  crders  after  you  received  the  laft  papers. 

I  aík  your  pardon  for  any  ill  digeíiion  of  this  letter, 
as  v/ell  as  for  writing  it  in  another  hand,  which  my 
eves  forcé  me  to  ;  and  may  all  be  attributed  to  the 
want  of  íleep  thefe  two  nights  laft  paft.  I  am  how- 
ever,  Sir,  your, 
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To  my  lord  Keeper. 

My  Lord,  _  Hague,  Aug.  19,  N.  S.  1670. 

IHave  lately  reCeived  the  honour  of  one  from  your 
lordíhip  of  the  2Óth  paíl  •,  by  which  I  was  very 
íbrry  to  find  that  any  occafions  had  at  ali  withdrawn 
your  lordíhip’s  ufual  concurrence  in  all  gtreat  affairs, 
wherein  his  majefty  ufes  the  advice  as  well  as  labours 
of  his  minifters  ;  for  the  fteadinefs  of  your  lordfhip’s 
judgment,  and  dire&nefs  of  your  application  to  his 
majefty’s  and  the  kingdom’s  honour  and  advantage 
in  all  your  counfels,  gave  me  at  my  latí  coming  over 
hither  much  confidence  in  the  fuccefsful  courfe  of 
our  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad  :  and  the  more 
your  lordíhip  eftranges  yourfelf  from  them,  the  more 
my  confidence  in  that  kind  is  like  to  abate  ;  becauíe 

I  am  apt  to  think  it  not  only  an  ill  thing,  but  an  ill 
fign  too. 

I  am  glad  to  receive  your  lordfhip’s  opinión  con- 
cerning  the  continuance  of  our  meafures  abroad,  be- 
caufe  I  fee  not  at  prefent  where  we  can  take  better  : 
and  I  the  more  need  fome  fuch  encouragements  as 
your  opinión  gives  me,  becaufe,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
íhould  not  be  very  apt  to  concur  with  you  in  it  from 
the  obfervation  I  can  make  from  henee  of  feveral  other 
circumftances :  hovvever,  nothing  ought  to  diícou- 
rage  fuch  public  hearts  as  your  lordíhip  from  contri- 
buting  all  they  can  to  the  firmnefs  of  fuch  counfels, 
as  they  efteem  moft  juft  and  fafe  at  leaft,  if  we  are 
not  in  condition  to  think  fo  far  as  glorious  : 

Multa  dies  variuj'que  labor  mut abilis  ¿vi 
Detulit  in  melius - * 

We  have  nothing  new  ñor  material  in  prefent  agita- 
tion  upon  this  feene.  The  laft  little  commiffion  I  had 
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was  as  troublefome  as  unfuccefsful ;  and  procceded 
certainly,  in  the  manner  of  it,  from  want  of  knowing 
or  confidering  the  conílitutions  of  this  government ; 
vvhich  makes  me  confident  your  lordfhip  had  no  part  iq 
direding  in  it,  no  more  than  mv  lord  Arlington,  who 
was  out  of  town.  '  6  ’  M 

I  wifh  your  lordfhip  perfed  health  and  fatisfadion  • 
and  that  when  neither  of  thefe  make  it  necefTary,  yoií 
_may  not  be  too  much  at  your  country-houfe.  Tho* 
in  all  places  1  (hall  be  ever  with  equal  conftancy  and 
truth,  my  lord,  your  lordlhip’s,  &c.  ' 

’To  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 

My  Lord,  .  Hague,  Aug.  21,  N.  S.  1670. 

AS  your  grace  will,  I  hope,  meet  with  many  new 
entertainments  on  this  fide  the  water  •,  fo  yoq . 
muí!,  I  fear,  be  contení  with  lome  new  troubles :  for 
both  ufually  happen  upon  all  changes.  I  wiíh  your 
grace  all  that  can  be  of  the  firít,  and  íhould  not  haVe 
given  you  any  of  the  other,  but  to  rejoice  with  you 
upon  your  happy  arrival  at  París. 

From  fo  little  and  barren  a  fcene  as  this  is  at  pre- 
fent,  I  cannot  offer  at  informing  your  grace  of  any 
thing  ;  efpecially,  fince  men  exped  here  to  receive  all 
their  material  informations  from  your  motions  where 
you  now  are,  and  from  what  íhall  fucceed  them  at 
your  return.  But,  to  leave  thefe  people  in  their  doubt- 
ful  and  myftical  refledions,  I  (hall  not  interrupt  either 
your  grace’s  bufinefs  or  leifure  with  any  thing  but 
what  is  plain  and  certain-,  for  nothing  is  more  lo, 
than  that  I  am  with  equal  paffion  and  truth,  my  lord, 
your  grace’s  moít  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant! 
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cj To  my  lord  Falconbridge. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  Aug.  2  2,  N.  S.  1670. 

IWas  very  glad  to  find  by  your  lordfhip’s  of  the 
firft  current,  that  the  fuddennefs  of  your  retura 
therein  mentioned,  was  owing  to  the  difpatoL  ot  your 
buíinefs  in  Italy:,  and  to  the  care  of  your  heaith  ;  and 
confequently,  that  you  receive  from  it  bóth  honour 
and  fatisfaótion.  I  íhall  efteem  it  a  great  dealof  both 
tome,  if  you  continué  fo  favourabie  inttntions  as  you 
exprefs,  of  taking  this  place  in  your  way  ;  where 
your  lordíhip  may  promife  yourfelf  whatever  my  fer- 
vices  can  be  worth  to  you.  1  expeót  my  lord  of  Lífex 
with  my  lady  here  every  day  ;  unlefs  they  have 
changed  their  defign  fince  their  arrival  at  Hamburgh, 
where  they  carne  about  ten  days  fince,  after  my  lord’s 
having  difpatched  all  his  affairs  in  the  Danifh  court. 
Our  treaty  with  Spain  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
Indies  carne  figned  to  London  lafl  week.,from  whence, 
I  doubt  not,  it  will  be  fuddenly  remitted  with  its  ra- 
tification,  All  here  is  in  great  quiet  and  filence,  and 
like  to  continué  fo,  unlefs  France  furnifli  us  with  fome 
new  difcourfe. 

I  have  hitherto  writ  by  Mr.  Perwich’s  conveyance, 
but  chufe  to  fend  this  by  Sir  John  Finch’s,  who  is  like 
to  be  a  nearer  obferver  of  your  motions.  But  I  will 
not  give  your  lordíhip  a  long  and  empty  interruption, 
which  has  little  elfe  to  bear  it  out  befides  the  profefTion 
of  my  being,  my  lord,  your  lordfhip’s  moflí  faithful 
humble  feryant* 
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Letters  of  S ir  V/illiam  Temple, 


Sf  o  the  Great  duke  of  cí uf- 
cany. 

Hague,  Aug.  25, 
SIR,  N.  S.  1670. 

1  Received  almoíl  at  the  fame 
time  the  honour  of  two  let¬ 
ters  from  your  moft  ferene 
higbneís ;  one  of  March  the 
3iíf,  with  an  entire  vintage  of 
the  fineft  wines  of  Italy ;  and 
the  other  of  the  5th  inftant, 
with  your  highnefs’s  con- 
dolences  upon  the  death  of 
Madame.  The  great  delay 
of  the  íhip  that  brought  the 
wine,and  your  highnefs’s  great 
difpatch  to  make  acompliment 
fo  fad  and  fo  obliging,  were 
the  caufe  that  two  letters  of  fo 
different  date,  arrived  almoft 
together.  For  I  have  much 
reafon  to  commend  the  dili- 
gence  of  monfieur  Ferroni,  in 
conveying  me  all  your  high¬ 
nefs’s  favours.  Ifind  the  wines 
admirable,  and  feeming  to  re- 
femble  theirprince,  in  having 
loít  nothing  of  their  natural 
tafte  or  goodnefs,  by  the 
length  of  their  voyage,  or  the 
extreams  of  heats  or  colds. 
And  herein  I  am  more  obliged 
to  your  highnefs  than  you 
imagine,  not  only  for  having 


Au  Grand  Duc  de  Tof- 
cane. 

De  la  Haye,  le  25 
Monfieur ,  Aout,S.N .  1670. 

7'  Á  7  quaji  re$u  en  mime  tems 
les  deux  lettres  que  h,  A.  Srney 
tn  a  fait  Vhonneur  de  ?n  ecr iré  ; 
V une  datee  du  31  de  Mars, 
accompagnee  des  plus  riches  ven- 
danges  di  halle,  je  veux  dire ,  de 
Jes  vins  les  plus  exquis  ;  &  Vau- 
tre  du  5  du  couraní ,  avec  les 
comphmens  de  condolance  de  V \ 
A.  jur  la  mort  de  Madame .  Le 
long  retardement  du  navire  qui 
a  apporte  les  vins ,  &  Vempreffe - 
ment  de  V  ,  A ,  a  me  faire  un  com- 
pliment  aujfi  trijle  qAobligeant ; 
ces  deux  cbcfes  ont  fait,  que  deux 
lettres  fi  fort  eloignees  par  leurs 
dates  ffe  font  prejque  rencontrees 
d  leur  arrivce,  Car  jj ay  beau - 
coup  a  me  loüer  de  la  diligence  a- 
vec  laquelle  monfieur  Ferroni  ta¬ 
che  de  me  faire  teñir  les faveurs  de 
V .  A.  Les  vins  m*  ont  paru  excel- 
lens  ;  f  fofois,  je  dirois  vo¬ 

la  nt  i  er  s ,  qu’ils  Jemblent  teñir 
que! que  chofe  du  prince  qui  les 
envoy  e ;  les  changemens  de  climat, 
la  ¿ongueur  &  les  traverfes  du 
tranfport,  la  rigueur  de  Vhyver , 
ni  les  ardeurs  de  Vite,  ne  luy  ont 
rien  fait  perdre  de  fa  feve  &  de 
faforce\  &  cela,  ne  fournit  il 
pas  un  embleme  ajfez  naturel  de  la 
perfonne  de  V»  A,  J’ay,  au  rejle , 
plus  A obligat ion  a  V.  A.  qu’elle 
ne  penfe,  fur  fon  prefent  de  vins, 
non  feulement  parce  qA  elle  ni  a 
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made  me  tañe  the  delights  of 
ib  fine  a  climate  in  ío  miíerable 
a  one  as  this  ;  but  alio  for  ha- 
ving  by  the  fame  means  given 
me  the  talent  of  a  drinker,  a 
quality  I  wantedvery  much  to 
acquit  myfelf  of  an  embaíly 
in  Holland. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  your 
highnefs  by  your  moving  ex- 
preífions  upon  the  deplorable 
"death  of  Madame,  has  more 
difcovered  the  beauty  of  your 
wit,  or  the  greatnefs  of  your 
affeélion  to  the  king;  mv  ma- 
íter :  therefore  I  hope  your 
highnefs  will  not  take  it  ill 
that  I  have  fent  his  majeífy  a 
copy  of  your  laft  letter,  by 
which  you  have  given  fuch 
íenfible  proofs  of  the  part  you 
take  in  whatever  happens  to 
the  royal  famiiy. 

The  States  General  are  very 
much  furprized  at  the  news 
brought  them  this  day  from 
France,  in  an  exprefs  fent 
them  from  their  miniíler  at 
Paris,  which  afíures  them  of 
the  march  of  the  F  rench  troops 
towards  the  frontier,  to  the 
number  of  30000,  where  they 
areto  rendezvous  at  Peronne  : 
but  it  is  not  yet  known  whe- 
*  ther  their  defign  be  upon  Flan- 
ders  or  this  country,  or  whe¬ 
ther  they  projedl  any  other 
ineafures.  However  thealarm 
ls  here  fo  great,  that  they  have 


fait  gouter  des  dellces  du  plus 
beau  país  du  monde,  fous  le  cli - 
7nat  le  plus  tr'ijlc ;  mais  jur  tout > 
parce  que  fon  prefcnt  m  a  excité 
á  devenir  beuveur ,  qualit'e  qui  me 
manquoit  abfolument ,  id  qui  ejl 
pourtant  neceJJair&pour  Je  bien  ti - 
rer  dé  une  ambaffade  en  Ho  llande. 

Je  ne  fay  ce  que  P.  A.  J'ait  le 
plus  paroitre  dans  les  exprejfions 
fi  touchantes  dont  fa  lettre  ejl 
remplie,  ou  la  fccondité  de  Jon 
efprit ,  ou  fa  tcndrejje  de  cceur 
pour  le  roy  jnon  maitre .  C'ejl 
pourquoy  féfpere  que  V.  A.  ne 
me  Jaura  pas  mauvais  gré  dé  a  - 
voir  envoyé  a  fa  majejle  la  copie 
de  fa  derniere  lettre ,  dans  laquelle 
elle  a  donné  des  marques  fi  tendres 
de  la  part  qu  elle  prend  aux  evene- 
mens  de  la  famille  Royale. 

Les  Etats  Géneraux  paroif- 
fent  furpris  de  la  nouvelle  que 
leur  a  apporté  un  exprés  depéché 
par  leur  miniflre  a  París ,  qui 
vient  de  leur  apprendre  la  marche 
des  troupes  Franpoifes  au  nombre 
de  30,000  hommes  ;  elles  s'avan- 
cent  vers  les  Jrontieres ,  id  leur 
rendcz-vous  efl  marqué  d  Pe - 
ronne.  On  ne  decide  point  en¬ 
core  fur  ledeffein  de  cette  marche, 
íd  on  ignore  ft  elle  regar  de  ou  la 
Flandre  ou  ce  País  icy ;  id  oji 
ne  fait  point  fi  l’ dppr oche  de  ces 
troupes  ne  tend  point  a  cacher  les 
veritables  dejfeins ,  id  d  mieux 
reüffir  dans  les  mejures  qu  on 
prifes .  Afuoy  quil  en  foit ,  Ha¬ 
larme  ejl  icy  d  un  tel point,  qu  on 
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¡tnmediately  refolved  to  con- 
íinuc  lix  thoufand  men,  which 
they  were  juft  going  to  dif- 
band :  they  have  alfo  ordered 
thecouncil  of  State  to  compute 
what  forces  and  provifions 
they  fhali  judge  neceíTary  in 
cafe  ofa  rupture  with  France : 
and  have  difpatched  a  boat 
from  Scheveling  to  England 
with  orders  to  monfieur  Van 
Beuninghen  (who  is  upon  the 
point  of  departing)  to  ftay  till 
íarther  orders  from  the  States, 


For  myfelf,  I  know  not 
what  to  judge  of  thefe  appear- 
ances ;  í  íhall  ever  complain 
of  any  events  that  are  like  to 
endanger  the  quiet  ofChriílen- 
dom,  to  which  I  have  for  fome 
time  (under  the  orders  of  his 
majeífy)  dedicated  all  my 
cares.  And  without  doubt,  if 
the  waropens  at  prefent,  great 
conj  undfures  wilj  arife,  where- 
of  perhaps  there  will  be  reafon 
to  give  your  highnefs  joy,  not 
for  being  out  of  the  noife  of 
them ;  but  becaufe  great  prin- 
ces  only  wait  for  great  occafi- 
ons.  I  am,  Sir,  your  high- 
nefs’s. 


a  pris  fur  le  champ  la  refolutlon 
de  continuer  la  jolde  a  fix  mille 
hommes  qii  on  alloit  congedier ; 
que  la  confeti  d’etat  a  ordonné 
de  dr ejjer  prcmptement  un  état 
de  guerre ,  qui  comprít  tant  les 
levées  d? hommes,  que  les  muniti- 
ons  de  bouche  de  guerre ,  qui 
feroient  ejlimées  neceffaires ,  en 
cas  de  rupture  avec  la  France . 
¡fifi  enfin  on  a  fiait  partir  de 
Schevelin  en  diligence  une  bar  que 
pour  l'  Anglet erre ,  avec  ordre  d9y 
reteñir  monfieur  Van  Eeunin- 
ghen  qui  étoit  fur  le  point  dyen 
partir. 

Pour  moy ,  je  ne  fay  ce  que  je 
dois  juger  fur  toutes  ces  appa - 
r enees  \  je  gemir  ay  toujours  fur 
les  evenemens  qui  pourront  mettre 
en  danger  le  repos  de  la  Chreti- 
enté,  qui  depuis  un  tems ,  & 
fous  les  ordres  de  fa  majeflé ,  a 
ete  Vobjet  de  mes  veilles  &  de  mes 
foins.  Et  fans  doute  que  fi  la 
guerre  recommence ,  elle  va  don* 
ner  lieu  a  des  grands  evenemens , 
defquels  on  aura  peut-etre  a  don - 
ner  el  para  bien  a  V ,  A.  non 
comme  elo'tgnée  de  la  t empete , 
mais  parce  que  les  grands  prin - 
ces  ne  refpir ent  que  les  grands  oc- 
cafions.  Je  fupplie  V.  A.  de 
ríen  offrir  toujours ,  par  lef- 
quelles  je  puiffe  luy  marquer  avec 
combien  de  paffion  &  de  veritéje 
feray  toute  ma  vie,  monfieur ,  de 

V.  A*  Sme ,  &c. 


To 


I 


And  other  Mintfters  of  State .  i  ^ 


<To  the  Procurator  of  the 
court  of  Hollandy  upon 
the  rights  of  ambajfadors. 

f\ N  E  pf  my  fecretaries  ha- 
ving  given  me  a  copy  of 
a  paper  iigned  by  you,  p.  de 
Brufis,  whjch  was  brought  to 
jny  houfe,  and  given  to  one 
of  my  fervants ;  by  which  pa¬ 
per  you  fummon  one  N.  W  att, 
valet  or  footman  to  the  Engliíh 
ambaílador  to  appear  before 
the  court  of  Holland  :  by  the 
title  you  give  the  faidN.  W  att, 
you  make  it  plain,  that  you 
believe  him  to  be  aflually  in 
my  houfe  and  fervice.  Upon 
which  I  have  thought  good  to 
tell  you  that  I  look  upon  you 
as  an  infolent  fellow,  for  da- 
ring  to  bring  fuch  a  paper  into 
my  houfe  ;  and  that  I  do  not 
intendanyofmy  fervants  fhall 
be  looked  upon  as  fubject  to 
the  jurifdidtion  of  any  court 
of  this  country,  or  of  any 
other  beíides  thofe  ofthe  king 
my  mafter :  and  if  any  of  them 
offend  againft  the  laws,  com- 
plaint  muft  be  made  to  me, 
that  I  may  either  order juftice 
to  be  done,  or  deliver  the  of- 
fender  of  my  own  accord  to  be 
puniíhed  by  the  law  of  the 
place,  haying  beforehanddif- 
mifíed  him  from  my  fervice. 
Therefore  I  do  not  defign  to 
be  expofed  to  fuch  an  info- 
lence  as  this  that  you  have 
pommitted  againft  me, in  treat- 
ing  me  like  one  of  your  burg- 

hers* 


Au  Procureur  de  la  cour 
d’Hollande,  fur  les  droits 

des  ambafíadeurs. 

-  ■  / 

Y  J N de  mes  fe  cret  aires  ?rí  ay  ant 
^  fait  voir  la  copie  d’un  billet 
fign'e  par  vous  F.  de  BrufiSy  qui 
a  été  porté  dans  ma  maifon ,  & 
donné  a  quelquun  de  mes  gens, 
&  par  lequel  billet  vous  fommex 
un  certain  N.  JVatty  valet  cu 
lacquais  de  r ambajfadeur  d?  An- 
gleterrcy  de  comparoitre  dcvant 
la  cour  dy Hollandey  par  la  qua- 
lite  que  vous  donnez  au  dit 
N.  JV att  y  vous  faites  bien  con - 
noitrey  que  vous  le  croyez  arítuel~ 
lement  dans  ma  maifon  attaché 
a  mon  fervice ;  la-dejjus  fay 
trouvé  bon  de  vous  dire  que  je 
vous  tiens  pour  un  infolent  y  di  a- 
voir  osé  porter  un  tel  billet  dans 
ma  maifon ;  &  que  je  ne  pretens 
pointy  qríaucun  de  mes  gens  foit 
regar  dé  comme  relevant  de  la  ju - 
rifdidlion  di aucune  cour  dans  ce 
país  icyy  ni  di  au  cune  autre  que 
de  celles  du  roy  ?non  maítre ; 
que  fi  quelquun  (V  eux  commet 
quelque  chofe  contre  les  loix,  on 
ría  qríd  tríen  faire  des  plaintesy 
afin  que  / en  fajfe faire  la  jujiiccy 
ou  que  je  le  uvre  de  mon  propre 
gré  a  la  rigucur  des  loix  du  país  y 
tayant  prealablement  congedié , 
&  chafsé  de  ma  maifon .  Je  ne 
pretens  done  pas  étre  exposé  d  une 
infolence  pareille  á  celle  que  vous 
venez  de  commettre  contre  ?noyy 
en  me  traitant  comme  un  de  vos 
bourgeoisy  tant  par  le  billet  laifsé 
chez  moyy  que  par  le  fon  de  la 

cloche 
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3  5  6  Letters  of  S ir 

hi.is,  as  well  as  the  paper  left 
m  my  houfe,  as  b y  the  ringing 
of  the  bel],  whereof  you  malee 
mention.  What  I  hete  fay, 
you  may  Jet  your  mafters 
know  from  rne,  by  whofe  or- 
dei  y oii  preterid  tohaveadded. 
Beíides,  fortheirfarther  Infor¬ 
mation,  let  them  know  that 
while  I  reíidein  this  country, 

I  will  never  fuffer  the  rio-hts 
and  privileges  fo  longgranted 
to  ambaíladors  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  mtherto  obíer- 
vtd  ana  refpecfed  oy  all  prin- 
ces  of  Chnítendom,  to  be  vio- 
lated,  or  any  way  infringed  in 
this  country  in  my  perfon,  un- 
der  pretence  of  any  particular 

•  o  j  of  a  province  or 
privilege  oí  a  city,  in  a  com- 
monwealth  where  I  have  the 
honour  to  ferve  a  king  in  qua- 
lity  of  his  ámbaflador. 


William  Temple, 

dochc  dont  vous  faltes  mention, 
Tout  ce  que  je  viens  de  vous  dire , 
vous  pourrez  le  dire  de  ma  part 
d  vos  maítres ,  par  Vordre  des 
quels  vous  dites  avoir  agi.  Jlu 

furplusy  id  pour  leur plus  gr and 
eclaircijfement, ,  quils  fachenty 
que  aur ant  mon  fejour  en  ce  paisy 
je  ne  fuffriray  jamáis  que  le) 
droits  id  les  privileges  accordez 
depuis  f  longtems  jure  gen- 
tium  aux  ambaffadeurs ,  id  juf 
qiiicy  obfervez  id  refpefiez  dans 
les^  etats  de  tous  le  princes  de  la 
Chr tiente y  foient  violez ,  ou  le 
7noins  du  monde  alterez  en  ma 
perfonne  en  ce  país ,  fus  les  pre¬ 
textes  d  aucune  Jouver amelé  par— 
ticuliere  ddune  province ,  ou  le 
privilege  de  quelque  villey  dans 
une  republique  ou  j’ ay  Phonneur 
de  fervir  un  grand  roy  en  qua - 
lité  de  fon  ambajfadeur . 


?o  monfmr—upon  the  AuMonfieur-furlamort 

aeatb  of  bis  daughter .  <Je  fa 


Hague,  Sept.  i, 
S  I  R,  M.  S.  x67o? 
\?r Eílerday  late  in  the  even- 
ing  I  received  an  account 
of  your  lofs  ;  and  can  aíTure 
you  tnat  my  wife,  my  fiílcr 
and  myfelf,  were  fo  feníibly 
affíidled  at  it,  that  i f  it  were 
poílible  grief  could  be  leífened 
by  being  communicated  with 
real  friends,  upon  thefe  fad 
occafions,  you  wotild  have  ini- 
mediately  found  fome  confo- 
lation  in  yours.  I  muft  con- 

fefs, 


De  la  Haye,  i  Sept. 

Monfeury  S.  N.  1670. 
Q  N '  me  don  na  avis  hier  au 
foir  bien  tardy  de  la  per  te 
que  vous  venez  de  faire ,  id  je 
puis  vous  ajfurer ,  que  moiy  ma 
femmey  id  ma  fceur  en  avons 
ete  ji  fenfblement  touchésy  que 
f  /  affhSlion  pouvoit  étre  dimi¬ 
nué  e  par  celle  qui  fe  communique 
aux  ver  it  ables  amis  en  ces  trifes 
occafonsy  vous  auriez  fur  le 
champ  épreuve  du  foulagement 
en  la  voíre,  II  le  faut  avouery 

voíre 
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of  State.  i 

fefs,  your  grief  is  lawful  votre  douleur  ejl  bien  legitime , 
enough,  and  founded  notonly  elle  ejl  fondée  non  feulement 
upon  the  dilates  of  nature,  fur  les  devoirs  de  la  naíure ,  mais 
but  upon  the  merits  of  her  you  encore  fur  le  merite  de  la  per - 
lament;  fo  that  to  pretend  to  fonne  que  vous  pleurez.  /j'infi 
comfort  you  by  other  coniide-  pretendre  vous  confoler  par  d* 
rations  than  thofe  which  your  autrcs  refleólions  que  cedes  que 
prudence,  and,  above  all,  votre prudence^  et  fur  tout  votre 
which  your  piety  would  fug-  pieté  vous  fuggereront ,  ce  Jeroit 
geft,  would  be  to  attempt  an  tenter  une  chofe  mutile.  11  a 
unprofitable  vvork.  Godhas  plü  a  Dieu  impofer  une  peine 
pleafed  to  impofe  this  tribute  durant  le  cours  de  notre  vie,  qui 
for  the  continuance  of  our  ejl  tobligation  de  pleurer  fre - 
lives,  oftentolamentthedeath  quemment  fur  la  mort  de  nos 
ofourfriends.  We  muft  learn  proches  &  de  nos  amis .  II  faut 
tofubmitandrefigntohiswill,  fe  foumettre ,  &  apprendre  a 
which  is  the  wifeft  and  moíí  fe  refigner  a  fa  volonte ;  cefl 
chriftian  part  we  can  follow.  la  Vunique  bon  partí ,  &  le 
To  this  I  {hall  add,  that  the  feul  qui  foit  &  veritablement 
defires  of  your  friends  who  yet  fage,  &  veritablement  crétien. 
remain,  and  your  careoftheir  fajouteray  a  cela ,  que  les 
interefís,  to  demand  from  you  prieres  des  amis  qui  vous  refent 
that  you  will  preferve  yourfelf  encare^  c d  le  foin  de  leurs  in - 
tothem.  Among  thefe,  there  teréts ,  demandent  que  vous  vous 
is  none  who  is  more  than  í,  conferviez.  Parmi  ceux  qui 
Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  prennent  la  qualite  de  vos  amis , 
moít  affedlionate  fervant.  il  ny  a  per  fonne  qui  vous  foit 

plus  acquis  que ,  monjieur ,  votre 
tres  humble  &  tres  ajfePtionné  * 
ferviteur, 

To  my  lord  Arlington. 

My  Lord,  _  Hague,  Sepr.  2,  N.  S.  1670. 

IM  U  S  T  in  the  firft  place  rejoice  with  your  iord- 
íhip  upon  your  return  to  town,  and  to  the  exercife 
oí  your  ufual  cares,  which  are  fo  necelTary  to  the  fer-* 
vice  of  his  majefty  and  the  kingdom,  that  I  cannot 
doubt  any  thing  is  meant  us  fo  iil  as  the  danger  of  your 
lordíhip  s  health  ;  though  I  find  by  your  laít  oí  the 
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i9th  paft,  that  you  had  fallen  into  fome  indifporitiofí 
upon  your  return :  but  the  length  as  well  as  thé 
clearnels  Oí  ají  your  lordfhip’s  dil'courfes  in  it,  give 
me  the  confidence  that  it  was  already  paft. 

I  have  underftood  from  monfieur  de  Witt  the  futrí 
ofall  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  difcourfes  with  his 
majefty  upon  the  fame  fubjeft  as  thofe  with  your 
iordihip,  of  whicn  you  were  pleafed  to  give  me  ac- 
count :  and  do  not  find  that  monfieur  Van  Beunino-hen 
has  failed  of  receiving  all  the  afilirances  from  the  kino- 
that  he  couid  wiíh,  concerning  the  negociations  of  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  in  France  :  for  he  has  not  only 
traninutted  them  to  the  States,  as  he  received  them  at 
court,  but  added  likewife  his  own  opinión  upon  them. 
1  hat  as  far  as  human  appearances  will  go,  he  has  all  the 
reaíon  that  can  be  to  believe,  that  nothing  has  been 
treated  of  by  the  faid  duke,  ñor  was  ever  intended 
to  be  fo  in  the  French  court  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
majefty’s  alliances  here.  For  the  reft,  they  take  it  as 
ivell  as  they  can,  that  they  fee  no  advance  made  in  the 
propofitions  of  the  emperor’s  joining  with  thofe  of  the 
triple  alhance  in  the  guaranty  of  the  peace :  which  I 
fuppole  touches  them  io  much  the  more  by  the  news 
brought  this  day  to  the  States ;  which  I  am  now  to 

give  your  Iordihip  an  account  of",  as  of  the  way  I  re¬ 
ceived  it. 

Juft  as  I  was  fitting  down  this  day  to  dinner*  the 
States  agent  carne  to  me,  deílring  that  their  commií- 
fioners  might  have  the  liberty  to  ípeak  with  me,  tho* 
at  that  unufual  hour,  being  of  a  matter  newly  come 
to  them,  and  of  very  great  importance.  I  confenteds 
and  thereupon  monfieur  de  Witt  carne  in  the  head  of 
the  other  commiílioners,  and  told  me  that  the  States 
had  newly  íeceived  certain  aovice  from  hrance  of  the 
date  of  the  2pth  paft,  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Four- 
rille,  who  had  been  dilpatched  fecretly  from  court 
fome  d*avs  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  camp  at  Su 
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Germains,  and  with  the  troops  quartered  near  the  bor- 
ders  of  Lorrain,  made  a  fudden  raarch  into  that  coun- 
try,  and  feized  upon  the  city  of  Nancy  ;  and  that  by  fo 
unexpefted  and  quick  an  attempt  that  he  failed  very  lit- 
tle  of  furprizing  the  perfon  of  the  dulce,  and  had  taken 
the  dutchefs.  That  the  duke  efcaping,  had  retired  to 
a  fmall  but  ftrong  place  called  Bidfch ;  where  he  buíied 
himfelf  in  aflémbling  what  torces  he  could  for  his  de- 
fence.  That  the  Marefchal  de  Crequy  being  difpatched 
frotn  Paris  had  met  this  news  upon  the  way,  and  re- 
turned  with  it  to  court ;  from  whence  he  was  díí— 
patched  in  hafte  the  fecond  time  to  Lorrain.  That  the 
French  camp  near  St.  Germains  was  marched  towards 
Perenne  under  the  command  of  monfieur  Vaubrun : 
but  that  by  orders  fent  after  them  upon  the  way,  they 
were  to  be  divided  into  two  bodies,  of  which  one  was 
to  march  away  to  the  Marelchal  Crequy  in  Lorrain, 
and  the  other  towards  Sedan ;  where  they  Ihould  make 
a  ítand,  and  face  any  attempts  that  might  be  defigned 
írom  Flanders  or  this  country  towards  interruDtino" 
the  fuccefs  of  their  aífairs  in  Lorrain.  IVloníieur  de 
Witt  told  me  farther,  that  the  States  having  confider- 
ed  thele  advices,  had  ordercd  them  (the  commiííioners) 
ímmediately  to  acquamt  me  with  them  ^  and  farther 
that  though  the  States  efteemed  it  a  matter  of  fo  orear 
importance,  that  all  the  parties  of  the  triple  aliiance 
ought  to  concern  themfelves  in  it,  as  wholly  deftruc- 
tive  to  thofe  ends  of  conferving  the  Spanifh  domi- 
mons,  which  were  mutually  propofed  in  the  faid  alli- 
ance-,  yet  they  (the  States)  íhould  not,  ñor  indeed 
could  not,  proceed  to  any  refolutions  thereupon,  with- 
out  firft  knowing  thofe  of  his  majeífy,  and  being  af- 
íured  of  his  vigorous  conjunción.  And  hereupon  they 
defired  me  to  give  his  majeíly  notice  immediately  by 
an  expreis,  to  the  end  that  I  might  know  his  fenfe  and 
intenuons  upon  this  conjuncture ;  or  at  leaft  be  in- 
ítruued  to  confer  with  the  States  upon  it. 
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Atter  this,  much  was  enlarged  by  moñíieurde  Wkt 
and  the  commiffioners  concerning  the  very  great  im- 
portance  of  the  feizure  of  Lorrain ;  as  the  cutting  off 
Burgundy  wholly  from  the  reít  of  the  Spaniíh  domi- 
nions,  as  well  as  all  farther  communication  betweeri 
any  of  the  Netherlands,  and  many  of  the  princes  of 
Germany,  with  the  Switzers.  So  as  they  compared 
Lorrain  to  a  citadel  in  a  town,  from  which  all  the  reí!; 
would  be  commanded  at  pleafure.  They  added,  that 
the  dutchy  of  Luxemburg  would  be  in  a  manner  block- 
ed  up,  and  maimed  in  their  mutual  afliftance  with 
the  reft  of  the  Spaniíh  provinces  ;  that  the  ele&ors  of 
Mentz  and  Triers  would  have  the  French  feet  upon 
their  throats :  and  confequently,  that  whenever  France 
íhould  begin  with  Flanders  after  the  poíTeíTion  of  Lor¬ 
rain,  the  country  of  Burgundy  would  be  their  own  in 
an  hour,  and  Flanders  in  a  very  íhort  time,  without 
greater  and  readier  affiílances  than  there  feemed  to  be 
any  reafonable  hopes  for. 

After  this,  they  told  me,  they  had  received  like- 
wife  a  new  account  by  this  poft,  of  all  the  French  pre- 
parations  at  fea,  and  the  prefent  cítate  of  their  own 
fleet  of  which  they  gave  me  this  inclofed  lift.  And  by 
all  I  can  gather  from  their  difcourfes,  I  judge  they  are 
capable  of  any  vigorous  refolution  that  his  majefty 
íhould  think  fit  to  infpire  them  in  conjunótion  with  us: 
but  that  without  it  they  are  refolved,  as  they  exprefs 
it,  'De  laijfer  agir  au  bon  Dieu ,  £5?  de  veir  la  France  d 
leurs  portes  fans  fe  remuer.  Upon  all  which  they  pre- 
tencl,  that  the  difpofal  and  balance  at  this  time  of  all 
affairs  in  thefe  parts  of  Chriftendom,  lie  before  his  rna- 
jeíty :  from  whom  both  the  Empire  and  Spain,  as 
well  as  Sweden  and  this  State,  will  receive  their  mea- 
fu  res. 

Three  days  fince  the  barón  dMfola  was  with  me,  to 

¿  T o  Udnjt  it  to  Gcd?  and  to  Jce  the  French  at  their  doors  r without 
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communicate  a  letter  he  had  newly  received  from  the 
emperor,  declaring  his  refolution  to  join  with  thc 
triple  alliance  in  the  guaranty  of  the  peace  of  Aix, 
which  he  delired  me  to  give  his  majeíty  part  of  by  the 
poít :  but  having  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
refolved  to  give  your  Lordíhip  the  fame  account, 
I  omit  to  trouble  you  with  any  further  particu- 
lars.  He  carne  to  me  again  juft  upon  the  clofe  of 
what  I  have  written,  and  Ihewed  me  a  letter  from 
monfieur  Louvigni  at  Brufiels,  containing  the  parti- 
culars  of  what  has  happened  in  Lorrain,  and  little  dif- 
ferent  from  thofe  I  had  before  received  by  monfieur 
de  Witt;  only  that  the  duke  of  Lorrain  refolved  to  re¬ 
tire  with  all  his  forces  into  the  mountains,  and  hopes 
to  defend  himfelf  fome  time,  provided  he  micrht  be 
fure  of  not  being  abandoned.  I  am  ever,  my  lord, 
your,  (de. 


My  Lord, 


to  my  lord  keeper. 

Hague,  Sept. - N.  S.  1670. 

ILately  gave  my  lord  Arlington  the  account  which 
was  given  me  by  the  States  commiffioners,  of  the 
feizure  of  Lorrain,  with  their  refleftions  upon  it,  and 
the  confequences  it  muft  needs  have  upon  all  the  affairs 
of  Chriítendom ;  and  their  delires  ofmycommunicating 
all  from  them  with  fpeed  and  care  to  his  maiefty  : 
which  I  did. 

I  have  lince  received  by  laft  poft,  and  by  a  letter 
from  his  lordíhip,  the  king’s  orders  for  my  imme- 
diate  repair  into  England,  and  for  my  acquainting  the 
States  with  it ;  and  that  it  is  only  with  intentions  of 
my  informing  his  majefty  better  in  the  feveral  points 
that  concern  the  prelent  conjunélures  of  my  ftation 
here.  This  I  have  done  in  a  conference  upon  it  with 
M.  de  Witt.  I  found  him  at  firít  very  penfive  upon  the 
news  of  it,  and  apt  to  refieít  upon  this  happening  fj 
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°°n  and  unexpefteclly  after  the  late  feizure  of  Lorrain  • 
and  boih  atter  the  man  y  delays  and  difficulties  railed 
V  113  (as  1jS  apprehends)  in  admitting  the  emperor  to 
t;K  gu‘T;tin:y  oí  the  pea.ee  of  Aix  in  conjundtion  with 
tne  triple  alliance,  which  we  formerly  fo  much  defired. 
He  remembered  at  the  fame  time  the  many  inftances 
we  have  made  for  many  months  paít  about  fuch  a 
tnfie  as  the  carrying  off  our  planters  from  Surinam 
(whom  he  takes  by  the  arricies  to  become  their  fub- 
je6ls)  and  the  invincible  difficulties  in  which  we  have 
engaged  matters  between  our  Eaft-India  companies  j 
in  which,  he  iays  he  is  aíTured,  our  merchants  have  no 
pait,  but  as  they  are  inííigated  by  lome  perfons  at 
court,  vvhofe  ill  intentions  he  fears  towards  the  late 
alliances  contraóted  between  his  majefty  and  thefe 
States,  both  for  our  own  mutual  fafety,  and  that  of  all 
Chnftendom.  He  reflefted  upon  a  coldnefs  in  all  our 
negotiations  of  tiiat  kind,  ever  lince  Madame’s  journey 
into  England;  and  upon  the  latejourney  of  theduke 
of  Buckingham’s  to  Paris,  which  he  could  not  think 
was  pone  voir  ¡e  país ,  cu  appretidre  la  langue ;  and 
defired  I  would  tell  him  what  í  could  malte  of  all 
this  laid  together :  for,  on  the  one  fide,  there  were  cir- 
cumílances  enough  to  awake  a  fufpicious  man  •,  and, 
on  the  other  fide,  he  could  never  think  it  poffible  for 
any  nation,  01  court  ítfeif,  to  quit  lo  certain  a  point  of 
intereft  and  great  a  point  of  honour,  as  muít  be  forfeit- 
ec!  by  our  breaking  our  ailiances  with  this  State,  or 
entenng  into  any  with  France,  whofe  greatnefs  liad  oc- 
cafioned  our  meafures  for  our  own  as  well  as  our 
neighbour’s  defence.  He  faid,  I  knew  the  beft  of  any 
how  all  thefe  matters  had  pafiecj :  how  his  majefty  liad 
engaged  thefe  States  in  thofe  common  meafures,  and 
even  prevailed  with  them  to  make  a  facrifice  of  the 
ancient  kindnefs  and  alliance  this  State  had  always  be¬ 
fóte  with  France,  to  the  confiderations  of  the  prefent 
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danger  from  the  greatneís  of  that  crown  to  the  reft  of 
Chriftendom  ;  though  they  might  ha  ve  liad  what  terms 
they  pleafedfrom  them  for  the  dividí;  g  of  Flanders. 
That  I  knew  with  how  inviolate  faith  and  firmnefs 
the  States  had  conftantly  obferved,  for  tírele  two  years 
paft,  their  friendíhip  and  alliances  with  his  majefty, 
and  how  great  a  partí  had  in  contraéling and  purfuing 
them,  by  the  particular  confidence  the  States  and  he 
efpecially  had  in  my  perlón,  as  one  that  was  perluaded 
of  our  common  interefts,  that  knew  my  mafter’s  mind, 
and  would  not  be  an  inftrument  to  cleceive  thofe  that 
trufted  me.  .  For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid,  he  defired  to 
know  my  opinión  upon  this  whole  matter,  efpecially 
that  of  my  journey  into  England  ;  which,  he  faid", 
would  be  very  furprizing  to  every  body  here,  and 
therefore  he  would  be  glad  to  give  the  news  of  it  to 
the  States  in  the  beft  manner  he  could. 

I  protefted  to  him  that  I  had  hitherto  received  con- 
ílant  aífurances,  from  both  the  fecretaries  of  State,  of 
his  majefty’s  refolutions  to  obferve  conftantly  the  mea- 
fures  in  which  he  was  engaged  to  this  State,  and 
that  I  knew  not  a  word  more  of  the  reafons  of  my  fud- 
den  journey  into  England,  than  what  I  had  told  him. 
That  I  had  orders  to  leave  my  family  behind  me : 
and  that  his  majefty  might  pofiibly  think  it  neceflary 
for  his  Information  to  ípeak  with  me  upon  the  preíent 
conjunétures,  and  to  return  me  ímmediately  accordinc 
to  my  lord  Arlington’s  letter.  That,  I  confeíled,  I 
was  apt  to  make  many  of  thofe  refleítions  that  he  had 
done  -,  but  could  not  believe  it  poflible  for  any  crown 
ever  to  enter  into  counfels  fo  deftrudtive  to  their  ho- 
nour  and  fafety  as  thofe  he  fufpeéted.  That  if  fuch  a 
thing  íhould  ever  happen,  ]  defired  him  to  remember 
what  I  told  him  upon  the  fcruples  he  had  made  in 
truftíng  our  court  upon  the  negotiations  of  the  triple 
alliance which  was,  that  I  told  him  theji  what  I 
thought  of  his  majefty  s  difpofitions  and  refolutions, 
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as  well  as  thole  of  his  miniílers :  that  I  could  not  bc~ 
lieve  it  poífible  for  them  to  change  in  a  point  of  Ib 
evident  intereíl,  and  which  would  be  fo  underftood  by 
the  whole  nation.  That  however  I  could  anfwer  for 
lio  body  befides  myfelf,  but  this  I  would ;  and  that  if 
ever  fuch  a  thing  íhould  happen,  I  would  never  have 
any  part  in  it.  That  I  had  told  the  king  fo  as  well  as 
him,  and  would  make  it  good.  That  for  the  prefent 
there  was  nothing  more  to  be  faid,  but  that  I  muft  go 
away  for  England.  That  if  I  returned  he  would  know 
more ;  and  1  doubted  by  what  he  faid,  that  he  would 
guefs  more  if  I  returned  not. 

Monfieur  de  Witt  fmiled,  and  faid,  I  was  in  the 
right,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  would  try  to  cure 
himlelf  and  others  of  all  fufpicions  upon  my  journey : 
and  would  hope,  on  the  other  fide,  it  might  be  of  ufe 
to  the  common  intereíls,  by  pofieffing  his  majeíly  of 
tlie  great  importance  of  the  late  feizure  of  Lorrain  ; 
and  of  the  States  refolutions  to  ílick  clofe  to  him  in 
all  meafures  he  íhould  take  upon  it.  And  fo  we  parted. 

I  would  have  gone  away  immediately  upon  this 
•fummons,  but  that  it  found  me  very  ill,  and  uncer- 
tain  whecher  it  would  end  in  a  fever,  as  it  feemed  to 
begin  ;  but,  fince  a  great  fwelling  fallen  upon  my  face, 

I  hope  it  may  pafs .  However,  being  forced  to  delay 
my  journey  fome  few  days,  I  could  not  but  give  your 
lordihip  this  account  before-hand,  and  leave  it  to  you 
to  make  what  ufe  of  it  you  think  fit,  without  expe¿t- 
ing  any  anfwer,  fince  1  hope  fo  foon  to  follow  it. 

But  I  know  your  lordihip  fully  períuaded  of  our 
intereíl  to  preferve  our  alliances  here,  and  the  prefent 
meafures  of  Chriílendom  which  depend  upon  them. 
And  though  you  have  faid  nothing  yet  to  make  me  dif- 
truíl  our  counfels  in  the  matter ;  yet  I  confefs  I  have 
not  the  better  opinión  of  it  from  what  I  find  of 
your  lordlhip’s  eílranging  yourfelf  of  late,  or  being 
eftranged  from  the  confultations  of  them. 
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I  have  likewife  refleíted  upon  the  kind  hint  your 
lordfhip  gave  me  Tome  time  fince,  of  my  lord  Ar- 
lington’s  not  being  the  fame  to  me  which  he  had  for- 
inerly  been,  and  conílantly  fince  our  firíl  acquaintance  : 
which  madc  me,  I  confefs,  then  doubt  rather  fome 
miílake  in  your  lordíhip’s  obfervatjon,  than  any 
change  in  his  friendfhip  or  difpofitions.  From  him- 
lelf,  I  muít  needs  fay,  I  yet  find  nothing  of  it;  and 
though  his  ítyle  feems  a  little  changed  in  what  concerns 
our  public  affairs,  yet  not  at  all  in  what  is  particular 
to  me.  When  I  come  into  England  I  fhall  foon  lcnow 
the  truth  of  your  conje&ure,  and  tell  it  ycu,  becaufe 
by  that  I  fhall  judge  the  truth  of  mine :  for  having 
never  faid  or  done  any  thing  to  deferve  the  leaíl  change 
irt  his  lordíhip’s  friendíhtp  to  me  fince  it  firíl  began  ; 
I  am  fure,  if  it  happens,  it  can  be  derived  from  nothing 
elfe  but  a  change  he  forefees  in  thofe  meafures  at  court 
which  he  has  been  with  your  lordfhip  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged  in  ;  and  which  he  knows  as  well  as  your  lord- 
íhip  that  I  will  never  have  any  part  in  the  counfels  of 
altering,  till  I  can  be  convinced  that  any  others  will 
be  more  for  his  majeíly’s  honour  and  fafety. 

All  this  I  fay  in  confidence  to  your  lordfhip  without 
touching  any  word  of  it  to  my  lord  Arlington,  or  any 
other  perlón :  and  fhall  increafe  this  trouble  no  farther, 
becaufe  I  hope  to  have  fo  foon  the  honour  of  feeing 
you,  and  afiuring  you  a  nearer  way,  with  how  mucíi 
paffion  as  well  as  truth  I  am  and  fhall  be  ever,  my 
lord,  your  lordíhip’s,  &c. 

‘To  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuf- 
cany . 

London,  Nov.  4, 

SIR,  N.  S.  1670. 

T  Should  not  have  fatisfied 
myfelf  barely  to  refent 
^11  the  favours  of  your  moíl 

ferene 


Au  Grand  Duc  de  Tof* 
cañe. 

De  Lcnd.  le  4  NoV. 
Monfieur ,  S.  N  1670. 

JE  ne  me  contenteroh  pos  de 
rcjfentir  comme  je  le  fais  & 
comme  je  le  doisy  t cutes  les  bou- 
M  3  tez 
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ferene  highnefs,  and  particu- 
larly  the  honour  of  your  laft 
of  September  the  3oth,  if  Iwere 
any  way  capable  of  acknow- 
ledging  them  as  I  ought,  either 
by  m y  expreílions  or  my  fer- 
vices.  But  your  highnefs  be- 
ing  pleaíed  to  oblige  fo  many 
ways  fo  unprofitable  aperfon, 
can  hope  for  no  other  rcturns 
than  the  pleafure  of  your  own 
generofity,  and  the  devotion 
oí  a  hcart  fo  grateíul  as  mine. 


tez  de  V,  A.  Sme ,  &  particuli- 
erement  rhonncur  qu elle  iríafait 
par  fa  derniere  lettre  du  30  de 
heptembre ,  Ji  je  me  trouvois  le 
moins  du  monde  capable  de  les 
reconnoitre  comme  eíles  le  meri - 
tenlr  ou  par  mes  exprejfons ,  ou 
par  mes  fervices.  Mais  V .  A. 
ayant  voulu  par  tant  de  mani¬ 
eres  diferentes  obliger  un  fujet 
aujji  mutile  que  je  le  jíiis ,  ría 
pas  du  en  ejpérer  d'autresfruits 
que  le  plaijir  de  jouir  de  J'apropre 
generofite ,  iéf  de  sattacher  un 
cceur  anjji  reconnoiffant  que  le 
míen . 


í  íhould  have  extremely  re- 
gretted  the  length  of  time  your 
letter  was  in  pafling  before  it 
found  meatLondon,afterhav- 
ing  miíTed  me  at  the  Hague  \ 
were  it  not  that  your  highnefs 
is  to  confider  me  here  as  one 
of  the  commoneft  among  the 
king’s  fubjedfs,  and  not  as  a 
minifter  who  has  any  part 
in  public  affairs.  And  there- 
fore  you  can  expecl  nothing 
in  my  letters,  but  the  teaious 
compliments  of  an  idle  man, 
inífead  cf  fuch  inforrnaticns 
and  fervices  as  your  highnefs 
might  expedí  to  receive  from 
thofe  who  are  devoíed,  like 
me,  to  your  fervice.  But  the 
marquis  of  Puzzi  is  too  well 
received  at  the  king  my  ma- 
fter’s  court,  and  too  well  in- 
formed  not  to  have  pdven 

O 

your  highnefs  all  intelligence 
neceíTary,  as  well  of  his  ma- 
jeífy’s  fiiendíhip  and  efteem, 


Je  me  ferois  fort  plaint  des 
longueurs  a  travers  lejquelles  la 
lettre  de  V .  A.  cjl  en  fin  vcnue 
me  trouver  a  Londres ,  apres 
m  avoir  manque  a  la  Haye  ¿  f 
deformáis  je  devois  etre  regar  de 
de  V.  A,  autrcmcnt  que  comme 
un  homme  prive ,  Cf  un  des  fu- 
jets  les  plus  ordinaires  de  fa  ma- 
jeflé,  qui  n  ejl  plus  ni  minifre 
public ^  ni  admis  dans  les  a f aires. 
Par  confcquent  mes  lettres  ne 
peuveni  contenir ,  que  les  com - 
plimens  d'un  homme  oifif. \  au 
heu  des  relations  &  des  mjlru- 
étions  que  V.  A.  aitend  de  ceux 
qui  font  auff  attachez  a  elle 
qu  elle  faii  que  je  le  fuis .  Mais 
monfeur  le  marq,  de  Puzzi 
ef  trop  bien  d  la  cour  du  roy 
mon  maitre ,  &  d'ailleurs  trop 
eclaire ,  c 3  trop  exadt^  pour  n 
avoir  pü  informer  V A.  de  tout 
ce  qii  elle  doit  J avoir  par  rapport 
d  notre  cour ;  fur  tout ,  il  A  aura 
pas  negligé ,  je  ni  afíire¿  de  luy 
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as  o F  the  general  devotion  his  parler  de  Tamitié  &  de  Pejlime 
fubje&s  bear  for  the  perfon  de  Ja  majcjlé  pour  la  per- 
oí  your  highnefs.  He  muft  fonne  de  V.A.  en  cela  fecondée 
alio  have  informed  your  high-  par  Vaffettion  genérale  de  toas 
neis,  of  the  happy  difpoíition  fes  fujets .  11  vous  aura  aulji 

his  majefty  has  found  in  his  entretenu  des  heureufes  difpofi- 
parliament,  for  the  increafe  úons  que  fa  majejlé  vient  de 
ofhis  revenues,  and  by  that  trouver  dans  /’ ajfembl'ee  de  fon 
means  for  the  eífabliíhment  parlement ,  pour  P augmentation 
of  his  intereíls  both  within  de  fes  finances ,  &  pour  la  Júrete 
and  without  his  kingdoms.  I  de  fes  interets  tant  au  dedans 
arn  forry  the  faid  marquis  qu  au  dehors  de  Jes  états.  Je 
has  found  nothing  here  to  fuis  bien  jnarri  que  monjteur 
pleafe  or  keep  him  longer  a-  le  marquis  riait  pas  trouvé  icy 
mong  us.  But  I  hope  your  afez  de  charmes  pour  s’y  plaire , 


highnefs  will  not  think  that 
during  my  ftay  here,  there  can 
.want  a  perfon,  as  ready  to  re- 
ceive  and  obey  all  your  com- 
mands,  as  any  of  your  own 
fubje&s,  fin  ce  I  am  fo  much, 
'Sir,  your  highnefs’s,  &c. 


&  sj  frjourner  un  peu  plus  Ion? 
tenis.  Alais  jfofe  éfpercr  que 
V.  A.  ne  croira  pas  manquer 
dans  Londres  d  une  per  fonne  cu¬ 
tiere ment  devouce  d  fon  fervice , 
&  auJfl  emprefs'ee  d  recevoir  fes 
ordres ,  qu  aucun  de  Jes  propres 
fujets,  tañáis  que  f  y  feray  mon 
fejour ,  puifque  je  fuis ,  monfeur. 
de  V.  A.  time,  ¿c. 


To  Sir  John  Temple . 

SIR,  London,  Novem.  22,  N.  S.  16  jo. 

Muft  make  you  my  humble  acknowledgments  for 
fó  great  a  prefenr,  as  you  have  been  pleafed  to  fend 
me  towards  that  expence  I  have  refolved  to  make  at 
Sheen  :  and  aflure  you,  no  part  of  it  íhall  either  c0 
any  other  way,  or  leñen  what  I  had  intended  of  my 
1  doubt  not  to  compals  what  I  told  you  of  my 
jord  Lifle,  for  enlarging  my  fmall  territories  there' • 
v/hen  that  ís  done,  I  propofe  to  beftow  a  thoufand 
pounds  upon  the  conveniencies  of  the  houfe  and  «Tar¬ 
den,  and  hope  that  will  reach  all  I  care  for  :  fo  that 
your  five  hundred  pounds  may  be  laid  out  rather  for 
ornament  than  ufe,  as  you  íeém  to  defire,  by  order- 

M  4 
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ing  me  to  malte  the  ffont  perfeítly  uniform.  Your 

•  ^  í  f  f  and  In  thls  matter,  is  the  more  oblig- 
na,  the  lefs  1  find  you  concur  with  me  in  my  thoughts 
of  retmng  wholly  from  public  affairs,  and,  to  that  pur- 
p01e’  oí  making  my  neft  at  this  time  as  pleafant  and 
commodious  as  I  can  afford  ir.  Ñor  fhall  I  eafily  re- 
lolve  to  offer  at  any  of  thofe  advantages  you  think  I 
might  make  upon  luch  a  retreat,  of  the  king’s  favour 
or  good  opimon,  by  pretending  either  to  penfion  or 

nnL°Í ' T  ,emP  KymCnt-  Tfe  llonour  and  Pav  of  fuch 
£fi  í  bav.?  been  In>  ought  to  be  efteemed  fufficient 
for  the  beft  íervices  of  them  :  and  if  I  have  credit 
leít  with  the  prefent  minifters  to  get  what  is owino-  me 
upon  my  embaffy,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  enouah  re- 
warded ;  confidenng  how  different  a  valué  is  now  like 
to  be  put  upon  my  fervices  in  Holland,  from  what 
there  was  when  they  were  performed.  ’Tis  very  like- 

X?  ,  at  dn^e’  a.s  y°u  believe,  there  were  few  realon- 
able  things  the  king  would  have  denied  me,  while  the 
tnple  alliance  and  our  league  with  Holland  had  fo  great 
a  vogue  :  and  my  friends  were  not  wantino-  in  their 
advices  to  me  to  make  ufe  of  it.  But  I  have  refolved 
never  to  afk  him  any  thing,  otherwife  than  by  fervino- 
him  well :  and  you  will  have  the  lefs  reafon  perhaps 
to  reproach  me  this  method,  if  you  will  pleafe  to  re- 
rnember  how  the  twoembaífies  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  and 
Holland  were  not  only  thrown  upon  me  without  my 
íeeking ;  but  alfo  what  my  lord  Arlington  told  me 
yas  defigned  for  me  upon  fecretary  Morris’s  removal, 
rn  cafe  the  king  had  not  thought  my  embafly  into  Hoh 
land  of  the  greateft  neceffity  in  purfuance  of  thofe  mea- 
tures  we  had  taken  with  that  State. 

For  what  yqu  think  of  the  ijite’reft  we  have  ftill  to 
?  cQnfecjuently  of  the  ufe  the  kin«- 
will  ftill  have  of  me  upon  that  occafion  5  I  will  not 
enter  mto  any  reafonings  with  you  upon  that  matter  at 
t  diílance  ^  but  will  Qnly  tell  yoy  íome  paílages  of 
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faft  upon  which  I  ground  the  judgment  I  makeof  af- 
fairs  wherein  I  have  no  part  *,  and  which  I  am  not  fo 
folicitous  to  draw  into  the  light,  as  I  doubtothersare 
to  keep  them  in  the  dark.  And  when  I  have  told 
you  theie,  I  íhall  leave  you  to  judge  whether  I  take 
my  meafures  right  as  to  my  own  private  conduót. 

You  know  firft  the  part  I  had  in  all  our  alliances 
with  Holland ;  how  far  my  own  perfonal  credit  was 
engaged  upon  them  to  moníieur  de  Witt ;  and  the  re- 
folutions  I  not  only  acquainted  him  and  you  with,  but 
his  majefty  too  *,  thatlwould  never  have  any  part  in 
breaking  them,  whatever  Ihould  happen  :  though  that 
I  confefs  could  hardly  enter  into  any  body’s  head  that 
underftood  the  interefts  of  Chriftendom  as  well  as  our 
own.  I  have  given  you  fome  intimations  how  coid  I 
have  obferved  our  temper  at  court  in  thofe  matters  for 
this  laft  year  ;  and  how  different  it  was  thought  abroad 
from  that  warmth  with  which  we  engaged  in  them  :  fo 
that  it  was  a  common  faying  at  the  Hague,  qifil  faut 
avouer ,  qu'ily  a  eu  neuf  mois  du  plus  gr and  minijiere  du 
monde  en  Angleterre :  for  they  would  hardly  allow  a 
longer  term  to  the  vigour  of  that  counfel  which  made 
the  triple  alliance,  and  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  fent  me 
over  into  Holland  this  laft  embaíTy  to  purfue  the  great 
ends  of  them,  and  draw  the  emperor  and  princes  of 
the  empire  into  the  common  guaranty  of  the  peace. 

Inftead  of  this,  our  pretenfions  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
Surinam,  and  the  Eaft-India  companies  have  grown 
high,  and  been  managed  with  fharpnefs  between  us 
and  the  States-,  and  grounded  (as  monfieur  de  Witt 
conceives)  more  upon  a  defign  of  íhewing  them  our 
ill  humour,  than  our  reafon.  I  was  fenfible  that  my 
conduét  in  all  thefe  matters  had  fallen  íhort  for  many 
months  paft  oí  the  approbation  at  court  it  ufed  to  re- 
ceive ;  and  that  Mr.  Worden  was  fent  over  to  me  only 
to  difparage  ir,  or  efpy  the  fatilts  of  it ;  though  I  think 
he  returned  with  the  opinión  that  the  bufinefs  wrould 

not 

I 
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»  lt/r  dds  true>  both  my  lord  Arlington  and 

Hoi&t  rr?°r  ContlLnued  t0  The  laft  of  my  ftay  ¡n 
Holland  to  afllire  me,  that  the  king  ftill  remained  firm 

bullnef?eafUr?  with  th<:  Scates  :  but  yet  I  found  the 

bulinefs  of  admittmg  the  emperor  into  the  al)arantv 
went  dovvnnght  lame :  and  that  my  lord  kee°per  was 
Jn  a  manner  out  of  the  foreign  counfels;  fo?  f0  he 

wm  to  me  h.rfdf,  and  gave=me  notice ’at  tíe  Le 

time,  that  my  lord  Arlington  was  not  at  all  the  fame 
to  me  that  he  had  been :  which  I  took  for  an  ill  fian 
in  our  pubhc  bufinefs  and  an  ill  circumftance  in  my 
own ;  and  the  more,  becaufe  I  was  fure  not  to  have 
deferved  it  •  and  found  nothing  of  it  in  his  own  let- 
t  r,,  but  only  that  they  carne  feldom,  and  run  more 
opon  mdifterent  things  than  they  ufed  to  do. 

DnrrKK  Madame’s  j°urney  into  England,  the 

Fraí  e  zS™"  J< ^^^^ething  betw?en  us  and 
b  ranee  ;  and  were  not  like  to  be  cured  by  thefe  parti¬ 
cular  I  have  mentioned  :  but  upon  the  invafion  and 
ieizure  of  Lorrain  by  France,  and  my  being  fent  for 
over  fo  fuddeníy  after  it,  monfieur  de  Wift  hirniSf 

r.ekii^íniV  '  C0Untenance  no  longer ;  though  he  be 
neuher  lufpicious  in  his  nature,  ñor  thought  it  the 

beftcouríe  to  diícoVer  any  fuch  difpofition  upon  this 
occafion,  how  much  foever  he  had  of  it:  but  yet  he 
•to  ,d  me  at  coming  away,  that  he  íhould  make  a 
judgment  of  us  by  the  fuddennefsofmy  return,  which 
the  king  had  ordered  me  to  afiure  him  of. 

i  í1  e,”  *  Came  to  town’  I  went  immediately  to  mv 

lord  Arlington  according  to  cuftom.  And  whereas 

upon  my  feveral  journeys  over  in  the  late  coniunc- 

tures  he  had  ever  quitted  all  companv  to  receive  me, 

and  dio  it  always  with  open  arms,  and  in  the  kindeft 

manner  that  could  be  ;  he  made  me  this  laft  time  ftav 

an  hour  and  half  in  an  outward  room  before  he  carne 

to  me,  y/ hile  he  was  in  private  with  my  lord  Aíhlv’ 

He  received  me  with  a  coldnefs  that  1  confefs  furprized 


me 
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me  *,  and  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  talk  of  my  jour- 
ney  and  his  friends  at  the  Hague,  inftead  of  telling 
me  the  occafion  of  my  being  fent  for  over,  or  any 
thino-  elfe  material,  he  called  in  Tata  that  was  in  the 
next  room,  and  after  that  my  lord  Crofts,  who  carne 
upon  a  common  vifit ;  and  in  that  company  the  reít 
of  mine  paffed,  till  I  found  he  had  nothing  more  to 
íay  to  me,  and  fo  went  away. 

The  next  morning  I  went  however  to  him  again, 
deñring  to  be  brought  by  him  to  kifs  the  king’s  hand,  * 
as  I  ufed  upon  my  former  journeys.  He  thought  fit 
to  bring  me  to  his  majeíty  as  he  was  walking  in  the 
Malí ;  who  Itopped  to  give  me  his  hand,  and  afked 
me  half  a  dozen  queítions  about  my  journey,  and  a- 
bout  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  fo  walked  on.  Since 
which  time,  neither  the  King  ñor  my  lord  Arlington 
have  ever  faid  three  words  to  me  about  any  thing  of 
bufinefs ;  tho’  I  have  been  as  often  in  their  way  as  a- 
greed  with  fuch  an  ill  courtier  as  I  am,  or  a  man 
without  bufinefs  as  I  found  myfelf  to  be. 

I  have  feen  my  lord  keeper  and  Mr.  fecretary 
Trevor  :  and  find  the  firít  uneafy  and  apprehenfive  of 
our  prefent  counfels ;  the  laíl  fufficient  and  confident 
that  no  endeavours  can  break  the  meafures  between 
us  and  Holland,  becaufe  they  are  eíteemed  fo  neceflary 
abroad  and  fo  rational  at  home  :  yet  I  find  them  both 
but  barely  in  the  fkirts  of  bufinefs  ;  and  only  in  right 
of  their  poíts  :  and  that  in  the  fecret  of  it,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  my  lord  Arlington,  my  lord  Aíhly, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Clifford,  at  prefent  compofe  the  mi- 
niftry.  This  I  tell  you  in  íhort  as  the  conílitution  of 
our  affairs  here  at  this  time,  and  which  I  believe  you 
may  reckon  upon. 

You  know  how  different  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  and  I 
have  always  been,  fince  our  firít  acquaintance,  in  our 
íchemes  of  government,  and  many  other  matters, 
rfpecially  concerning  our  alliance  with  Holland  :  and 

that 
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that  has  been  the  reafon,  I  fuppofe,  of  very  little  com- 
merce  between  us  farther  than  common  civility,  in  our 

írequent  encounters  at  my  lord  Arlington’s  for  feveral 

years  paft  :  this  made  me  a  little  furprized  at  his  re- 
cemng  me  upon  my  firft  coming  over,  and  treating 
me  lince,  with  a  moft  wondcrful  gracioufnefs,  till  the 
other  day,  which  I  iuppofe  has  ended  that  ftyle. 
Upon  the  firft  vifit  he  made  me,  after  many  civili- 
ties,  he  told  me,  he  muft  needs  have  two  hours  talk 
with  me,  at  fome  time  of  leifure  and  in  prívate,  upon 
our  affairs  m  Holland  :  and  ítill  repeated  this  almoft 
every  time  he  faw  me,  till  one  day  laíl  week,  when 
we  appointed  the  hour  and  met  in  his  clofet.  He  be- 
gan  with  great  compliments  to  me  about  my  fervices 
to  the  king  m  my  employments  abroad  ;  went  on  with 
the  necellity  of  prelerving  our  meafures  with  Holland 
and  the  mutual  intereft  both  nations  had  in  it ;  and 
concluded  with  wondering  why  the  States  Ihould  have 
lhewed  ío  much  difficulty  upon  thofe  twoaífairsofSu- 
rinam  and  the  Eaft  -India  company,  wherein  our  de- 
mands  feemed  lo  reafonable ;  and  how  it  carne  about 
that  I  had  failed  in  compaffing  his  majeíly’s  fatisfac- 
tion  in  thofe  two  matters,  after  having  fucceeded  fo 
much  in  all  my  other  negotiations.  I  thought  he 
might  not  have  underftood  the  detail  of  thofe  two  af- 
íairs  ;  and  fo  deduced  it  to  him,  with  the  Dutch  rea. 
lons,  which  I  confefs  feemed  to  me  in  many  points  but 
too  well  grounded.  He  feemed  unfatisfied  with  them 
all,  and  told  me  I  muft  undertake  that  matter  ao-ain, 
and  bnng  it  to  a  period  j  and  aflced  me  whether  f  did 
not  think  I  could  bnng  them  to  reafon :  I  faid  plainly 
I  believed  I  never  could,  to  what  we  called  fo,  and 
therefore  was  very  unwilling  to  undertake  it  •  that  I 
had  fpent  all  my  Ihot  in  vain :  and  therefore  thought 
their  beft  way  would  be  to  employ  fome  perfon  in  it 
that  had  more  wit  or  ability  than  I.  Upon  this  he 
giew  a  little  moved  j  and  replied,  that  for  my  wit 

and 
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and  ability  they  all  knew  I  had  enough  ;  and  all  the 
queílion  was,  whether  I  wa s  willing  to  employ  them 
upon  this  occafion  which  fo  much  concerned  the 
king’s  fervice,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation.  Here- 
upon  I  told  him,  how  1  had  ufed  my  utmoft  endea- 
vours  in  it  already,  how  many  reprefentations  I  had 
made  the  States,  how  many  conferences  I  had  had  with 
their  commifiioners,  how  long  and  particular  accounts 
I  had  given  them  hitherto,  and  how  I  had  valued  all 
the  reafons  tranfmitted  me  from  henee,  and  how  all  to 
nopurpofe:  and  being,  I  confefs,  a  little  heated  after 
fo  long  and  unpleafant  a  converfation  (as  well  as  he) 
I  aíked  him  in  the  ñame  of  God  what  he  thought  a 
man  could  do  more  ?  Upon  this  in  a  great  rage  he 
anfwered  me,  yes ;  he  would  tell  me  what  a  man 
might  do  more,  and  what  I  ought  to  do  more  ;  which 
was  to  let  the  king  and  all  the  world  know  how  bafe- 
ly  and  unworthily  the  States  had  ufed  him  ;  and  to 
declare  publicly  how  their  miniíters  were  a  company 
of  rogues  and  rafcals,  and  not  fit  for  his  majefty  or 
any  other  prince  to  have  anv  thing  to  do  with  :  and 
this  was  a  part  that  no  body  could  do  fo  well  as  I. 
My  anfwer  was  very  calm,  that  I  was  not  a  man  fit  to 
make  declarations :  that  whenever  I  did  upon  any  oc¬ 
cafion,  I  íhould  fpeak  of  all  men  what  I  thought  of 
them ;  and  fo  I  íhould  do  of  the  States,  and  the  mi- 
nifters  I  had  dealt  with  there,  which  was  all  1  could 
fay  of  this  buíinefs.  And  fo  our  converiation  ended. 

Upon  all  thefe  pafíages,  and  fome  others  not  fit  for 
a  letter,  I  have  fixed  my  judgment  of  the  affairs  and 
counfels  at  prefent  in  defign  or  deliberation  here.  I 
apprehend  weather  coming,  that  I  fhall  have  no  mind 
to  be  abroad  in  *,  and  thereíore  refolved  to  get  a  warm 
houfe  over  my  head  as  foon  as  I  could  :  and  neither 
apprehend  any  uncaíinefs  of  mind  or  fortune  in  the 
prívate  life  I  propofe  to  myfelf ;  unlels  lome  public  re* 
volutions  íhould  draw  both  upon  me,  which  cannot 
touch  me  alone,  and  muft  be  born  like  a  common  cala  - 

I  can- 
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.  \  carmot  find  them  willing  yet  to  end  my  embafiy 
m  torm,  °r  give  me  leave  to  fend  over  for  my  wife 
and  family  •,  which  I  eafily  apprehend  tlxe  reafon  of 
and  muít  go  through  as  well  as  I  can  ;  thouo-h  mv 
expence  at  the  Hague  be  greaf,  and  my  hopes  little 
here  of  getting  my  pay,  as  i  find  aífairs  go  and  difpo- 
íitions  too  m  the  treafury,  where  all  is  difpofed  in  a 
manner  by  Sir  Thomas  Clifford.  In  the  mean  time  I 
ave  fent  over  for  my  Spaniili  horfe,  and  intend  to  fend 
a  groom  avvay  with  him  to  Dublin,  in  hopes  you  will 
be  pleaied  with  him.  I  can  be  fo  with  nothino-  more 
than  the  occafions  oí  expreífing  ahvays  that  duty  where- 
with  I  am,  Sir,  your,  £sV. 

To  Monfieur  de  JVitt.  Au  Monfieur  de  Witt. 


Sheen.  Tuly  2e, 
SIR,  1671. 

JD  Y  yours  of  the  I4th  inftant, 
I  received  the  marks  you 
were  pleafed  to  give  me  of 
your  friendíhip  and  memory, 
which  I  valué  as  I  ought,  and 
as  coming  from  a  perfon  vvho 
has  already  acquired  the 
eífeem  of  all  the  world,  and 
by  that  the  nght  of  doing 
much  honour  to  others  to 
whom  he  gives  any  teftimony 
of  his  cwn.  I  can  pretend  to 
no  otherpart  in  it,  than  what 
your  goodnefs  gives  me,  and 
am  afraid  that  this  maydo  in¬ 
jury  to  your  judgment.  But 
knowing  that  your  opinión  of 
me  is  folely  founded  upon 
your  knowledge  of  my  good 
intentions,  I  íhall  defend  my- 
felf  no  longer  ;  becaufe  in  this 
age  there  is  fo  little  honour  in 
bcing  a  good  man,  that  nono 


are 


De  Sheen,  le  25 
Monfieur ,  Juil.  1671. 

Y  repu  dans  votre  lettre 
du  14,  de  ce  mois  les  mar¬ 
ques  que  vous  avez  bien  vculu 
me  donner  de  votre  Jouvcnir , 
id  de  votre  anntié :  je  les  ejlime 
ce  qu  clics  valent ,  &  comme  ve- 
nant  diune  perfonne  qui  s'efl 
deja  acquis  V ejlime  de  tout  le 
monde,  id  parda  le  droit  de 
fairc  beaucoup  dlhonneur  en 
donnant  des  marques  de  la  fe  tiñe. 
Je  ríy  fyaurois  pretendre  dlautre 
part  que  celle  que  votre  genero - 
fté  771  y  donne ,  id  je  crains  ?ne?ne 
que  cela  ne  faffe  quelque  tort  á 
votre  jugement.  Arláis  fachaní 
que  la  bonne  opinioti  que  vous 
temoignez  avoir  de  moy ,  nyef 
fondée  que  fur  la  connoijj \nce  de 
?nes  botines  intentions,  je  ne  vettx 
plus  me  defendre  ;  car,  au  refie,  ^ 
dans  un  Jiécle  comme  le  nbire ,  il 
y  a  trop  peu  de  gkire  a  étre 
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are  fufpecled  to  employ  their 
vanity  about  it,  any  more  tban 
their  purfuits.  I  íhould  quit 
my  refidence  at  the  Hague 
with  much  regret,  if  I  were 
of  your  opinión  in  what  re- 
gards  me  ;  for  I  think  I  íhould 
be  wholly  ufelefs  there,  and 
find  I  am  better  turned  for 
making  a  good  gardener  than 
an  able  rninifter.  However, 
I  {hall  ever  bear  much  refpeft 
and  efteem  to  thofe  who  are 
well  qualified  for  the  latter; 
and  therefore  cannot  fail  of 
both  for  your  perfon  in  parti¬ 
cular,  any  more  than  of  my 
acknowledgments  for  your  ci- 
vilities  to  me  at  the  Hague, 
whereof  I  (hall  ever  preferve 
the  remembrance,  as  well  as 
the  paílion  wherewith  I  am, 
Sir,  your,  &c. 


*75 

h omine  de  bien ,  pour  s’attirer  le 
foupQon  di  avoir  tourné  fes  venes 
a  ce  cote- la,  &  borne  Ja  varillé 
a  fi  peu  de  chofe,  jíe  quitterois 
avec  beaucoup  de  regret  le  fe- 
jour  de  la  Haye  fi  favois  de  moy 
me  me  /’ opinión  que  vous  voulez 
que  f  en  aye  ;  mon  fenliment  ejl 
que  fy  ferois  tout-ci  fait  mutile  ; 
&  je  me  fens  beaucoup  plus  pro - 
pre  d  pratiquer  V  art  di  un  bon 
jardinier ,  que  celuy  d'habile 
minijtre .  f'auray  pourtant 
toujours  Vefiime  &  le  refpett 
qui  font  düs  d  eux  qui  favent 
bien  ce  dernier ,  &  par-ld  je 
croy  dire  ajfez  clairement ,  que 
je  n  en  manqueroy  jamais  pour 
vbtre  perfonne  en  particulier . 
Je  fay  de  plus  quelle  reconnoij- 
fance  je  dois  a  toutes  les  civili - 
tez  que  j' ay  réceues  de  vous  pen - 
dant  mon  fejour  d  la  Haye ;  & 
mon  caeur  en  confervera  éternelle - 
ment  le  fouvenir ,  ainfi  que  la 
paffion  avi>  laquelle  je  Jais, 
monfieur ,  votre,  &c. 


To  Sir  yobn  Temple . 

1S I R*  ^  London,  Sept.  14,  1671. 

A  M  fu  re  you  will  be  pleafed  with  knowing  that 

my  wife  and  family  are  fafe  arrived  from  HolLand, 

after  a  paíTage  that  might  very  well  have  met  with  o- 

1  i^an^erS  be^ldes  diofe  °f  wind  and  weather.  I 

jua  r0t  °btain  leave  t0  fend  for  them  tiU  July  tho’ 
I  had  for  fome  months  folicited  both  that  and  the 

en  ing  of  my  embaffy :  but  then  his  ma]efty  was 

pleafed  to  grant  me  both  that  liberty,  and  alio  of 

wnting  to  the  States  and  to  monfieur  de  Witt,  to  take 

nW  leave  of  them,  and  end  my  embaffy  as  upon  iry 
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own  defire,  and  my  own  prívate  occafions;  whkk 
Were  indeed  enough  to  engage  me  in  that  purfuit, 
confidering  the  charge  of  maintain¡ng  an  ambafiador’s 
family  at  the  Hague  while  my  payments  from  the  Ex- 
chequer  went  fo  heavy  and  fo  lame. 

’Tis  true,  I  had  other  reafons*  long  about  me,  which 
I  kept  to  myfelf .  for  íoon  after  my  Corning  over,  my 
wife  writ  me  word,  that  moníieur  Gioe,  °the  Daniíh 
envoy  there,  had  told  her  in  confidence,  and  out  of 
kindnefs  to  me,  that  monfieur  Pompone,  the  French 
ambaíTador  at  the  Hague,  had  acquainted  him,  that 
new  meafures  were  taken  between  our  court  and  that 
of  France  ;  among  which  one  was,  that  I  Ihould  be 
recalled  and  return  no  more. 

At  the  fame  time  monfieur  de  Witt  had,  upon  the 
delays  of  my  return,  told  my  fecretary  Mr.  Blaithwait, 
that  he  ihould  take  my  ftay  or  Corning  back  for  cer- 
tain  figns  of  what  the  king’s  intentions-  were  towards 
the  preferving  or  changing  the  meafures  he  had  taken 
with  the  States  ;  and  had  defired  him  to  let  the  court 
know  what  he  faid.  This,  I  fuppofe,  made  them 
unwilling  to  make  a  declaration,  by  my  recalling,  of 
what  they  intended  upon  this  occafion,  before  all 
things  necefíary  were  more  fully  agreed,  or  better  con- 
certed.  Therefore  they  continued  not  only  my  family 
there  for  fo  many  months,  and  the  talk  of  my  return, 
but  entertained  the  Dutch  minifters  here  with  fuch 
language  as  gained  in  them  an  opinión  of  our  mea¬ 
ntes  flill  continued  firm  upon  the  fame  bottom ;  and 
with  fuch  a  credulity  as  was  enough  to  make  one  doubt 
whether  they  were  willing  to  deceive  their  maílers,  or 
to  be  deceived  themfelves. 

In  July  the  Dutch  fleet  was  floating  in  the  channel ; 
to  íhew,  I  fuppofe,  that  they  were  in  condition  to  meet 
any  of  thofe  dangers  they  began  to  fufped  from  the 
motions  of  France,  and  from  our  late  conduft.  When 
the  captain  of  the  yatcht  that  was  ordered  to  convey 

my 
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my  wife  over,  took  his  leave  at  court,  he  liad  public 
orders  given  him,  if  he  carne  in  fight  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
he  íhould  fail  through  them,  and  íhoot  at  thofe  íhips 
which  were  next  him,  tiil  he  made  them  ftrike  fail,  or 
tiil  they  íhot  at  him  again,  and  then  purfue  his  courfe. 
He  pafíed,  it  feems,  into  Holland  without  feeing  them  ; 
but  as  he  returned  he  met  the  fleet,  and  failing  through 
them,  made  feveral  íhot  at  thofe  near  him  :  upon 
which  they  feemed  at  leaft  not  to  know  what  he  meant, 
and  to  believe  he  might  be  in  lome  diftrefs,  and  the 
Admira!  fent  a  boat  aboard  him  to  enquire.  The  cap- 
tain  told  them,  that  he  had  been  fent  to  brino*  back 
the  Engliíh  ambaííadrefs  with  her  family  from  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  had  orders  to  make  the  Dutch  fleet  ftrike 
wherever  he  met  them  in  the  Channel.  Upon  this 
meflage  by  the  boat,  Vice- Admira!  Van  Ghent  carne 
aboard  the  yacht,  upon  a  compliment  to  my  wife, 
which  he  performed  very  handfomely,  and  afterwards 
deflred  to  fpeak  with  the  captain,  of  whom  he  enquired 
the  reafon  oí  his  fhooting  •,  and  receiving  the  lame  an- 
fwer  which  had  been  given  to  the  firft  boat,  he  íaid  it 
was  a  pomt  they  had  received  no  order  in  from  their 
mafters,  and  did  not  know  how  that  affair  was  agreed 
between  his  majefty  and  the  States.  But  though  it 
were  fettled,  yet  the  captain  could  not  pretend  the 
fleet  and  Admira!  íhould  ftrike  to  a  yacht,  which  was 
but  a  pleafure-boat,  or  at  leaft  ferved  only  for  paífage, 
and  could  not  país  for  one  of  the  king’s  men  of  war. 
The  captain  faid  he  had  his  orders,  and  was  bound  to 
follow  them.  After  Van  Ghent  was  gone,  the  captain 
perplexed  enough  carne  to  my  wife,  and  deflred  to 
know  what  íhe  pleafed  he  íhould  do  in  the  cale  *,  which 
ílie  faw  he  did  not  like  very  well,  and  would  be  glad 
to  get  out  of  by  her  help.  She  told  him,  he  knew  his 
orders  beft,  and  what  he  was  to  do  upon  them  ;  which 
íhe  left  to  him  to  follow  as  he  though t  fit,  without  any 
regard  to  her  or  her  children.  He  pnrfued  his  courfe, 
Vojl.  II.  N  and 
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and  landcd  her  fafe  •,  after  which  íhc  went  to  couit, 
and  was  very  well  receivcd,  and  much  commended 
for  her  part  in  what  had  paffed :  and  at  night  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins  was  lent  to  take  her  examination  in 
íbrm  upon  the  whole  matter  of  faft.  When  I  went 
next  to  the  king’s  levee,  he  began  to  fpeak  of  my 
wife’s  carriage  at  fea,  and  to  commend  it  as  much  as 
he  blamed  the  captain’s  *  and  faid,  fhe  had  íhewed 
more  courage  than  he :  and  then  falling  upon  theDutch 
infolence,  1  iaid,  that  however  matters  went,  it  muft  be 
confeíTed  that  there  was  fome  merit  in  my  family,  fince 
1  had  made  the  alliance  with  Holland,  and  my  wife 
was  like  to  have  the  honour  of  making  the  war.  The 
king  fmiled  as  well  as  I,  who  had  found  this  the  only 
way  to  turn  the  diícourfe  into  good  humour  :  and  fo 
it  ended. 

When  I  went  into  the  king’s  clofet,  I  defired  to  kifs 
his  hand  upon  the  end  of  my  embaffy  •,  which  he  gave 
me  very  graciouily,  and  told  me  he  had  all  the  reaíbn 
that  could  be,  to  be  fatisfied  with  my  fervices.  And 
upon  my  defire  that  he  would  give  me  fome  help  in 
the  difpatchof  mypayments  due  from  the  Exchequer, 
hnce  I  was  refolved  to  afk  him  nothing  elfe,  and  had 
been  at  fo  great  expence  to  maintain  my  family  at  the 
Hague  fo  long  without  their  lielp  ;  he  told  me,  he 
would  fpeak  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  to  do 
me  juítice  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  would  give  me  the 
píate  belonging  to  my  embaffy,  which  I  had  ítill  in  my 
poílefilon.  I  gave  his  majefty  my  humble  thanks  ; 
and  he  feemed  very  much  pleafed  tofee  I  took  it  kind- 
ly,  and  was  fo  eafily  contented. 

And  thus  an  adventure  has  ended  fn  fmoke,  which 
had  foralmoft  three  years  made  fo  much  noiíé  in  the 
world,  reftored  and  prcferved  fo  long  the  general  peace, 
and  left  his  majefty  the  arbitrage  of  all  affairs  among 
our  neighbours,  by  the  emperor  and  Spain’s  refolutions, 
as  well  as  Sweden  and  Holland’s,  to  follow  his  mea- 
furts, for  the  common  fafety  and  peace  of  Chriítendom. 

The 
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The  Dutch  miniíters  at  court,  as  ill  nofes  as  they 
have,  began  to  íínell  the  powder  aftcr  the  captain’s 
fhooting,  and  knew  not  what  countenance  to  fet  upon 
it  here,  and  will  I  doubt  be  more  to  feek  at  their  re- 
turm  All  people  are  full  of  the  politics  and  expedla- 
tions  of  what  will  be  next,  which  you  muít  expedí  to 
hear  from  Gazettes,  and  no  more  from  me;  who  íliall 
not  fo  much  as  enquire,  ñor  care  to  know ;  but  retire  to 
my  córner  at  Sheen,  and  endeavour  to  pafs  the  reíl  of 
my  life  as  quietly  and  innocently  as  I  can  ;  and  for  the 
reft,  like  a  private  man,  run  the  fortune  of  my  country. 

I  have  been  long  enough  in  courts  and  public  buíi- 
nefs,  to  know  a  great  deal  of  the  world  and  of  myfelf  * 
and  to  find  that  we  are  not  made  for  one  another,  and 
that  neither  of  us  are  like  to  alter  either  our  natures  or 
our  cuftoms  :  and  that  in  courfe  and  periods  of  pub¬ 
lic  government,  as  well  as  private  life,  quifque  fuospa- 
timur  manes . 

I  am  fenfible  this  is  too  long  a  trouble ;  but  being  like 
to  be  the  laft  of  this  kind,  1  hope  you  will  forgive  it  a- 
mong  many  ot;hers  you  have  been  content  with  from, 
Sir,  your  moíl  obedient  fon,  and  moíl  humble  fervant. 


To  my  brother  Sir  John  Temple . 

¡rother,  Sheen,  May  23,  1672. 


Dear  Brother, 


HO’  I  have  not  much  troubled  my  friends  or  my- 


l  felf  with  letters,  fince  I  left  off  all  public  bufi- 
nefs  ;  yet  our  company  here  being  otherwife  engaged 
at  this  time,  I  could  not  defer  the  telling  you  by  this 
poft,  that  my  brother  Harry  is  fafe  arrived  from  France, 
and  talksof  beginning  another  journey  towards  you  in 
a  little  time.  I  doubt  he  had  not  come  over  fo  foon, 
but  from  the  apprehenfion  of  more  danger  at  fea  up¬ 
on  the  Dutch  war  breaking  out,  which  you  will  at 
length  believe  my  prefages  of  had  fome  reafon,  as  I 
will  allow  you  had  none  to  think  thena  true  at  that 
diítance ;  fince  neither  the  French  ñor  the  Dutch  wpuld 
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helie  ve  we  were  in  earneít,  til!  we  fell  npon  tile  Smyrna 
fleer.  My  brother  Harry  fays,  no  body  till  then  be- 
lieved  it  at  París  ;  and  when  i  coid  rny  lord  Arling- 
ton  what  he  faid,  he  confefied  the  very  French  court 
would  not  believe  it  till  that  blow  was  ftruck  :  and  how 
well  foever  our  meafures  with  them  were  taken,  yet 
they  refolved  we  íhould  begin  the  war  ;  which  was  an 
honour  we  might  perhaps  have  fpared,  confidering  who 
was  like  to  have  the  profit  of  it. 

__  For  the  Dutch,  though  they  were  alarmed  at  Sir 
George  Downing’s  being  fent  over  upon  the  endingof 
my  embaíTy,  yet  they  thought  it  was  defigned  only  to 
fright  them  into  lome  great  payments,  as  he  had  endea- 
voured  to  do  before  the  firft  war  began  ;  fo  that 
they  were  ílill  in  hopes,  that  if  our  common  intereft 
and  treaties  íhould  not  hold  us,  yet  they  might  at 
leaft  buy  our  friendíhip.  Therefore  the  States^treat- 
ed  Sir  George  Downing  with  all  refpect  and  civility ; 
though  the  common  people  were  hardly  kept  in  order 
upon  their  oíd  barred  to  him,  which  was  well  known 


he  re  before  he  went.  For  when  the  king  named  him 
for  that  employment,  ene  of  the  council  faid,  The  rab- 
ble  will  tear  him  in  pieces ;  upon  which  the  king  fmiled, 
and  faid,  Well,  I  will  venture  him.  But  Sir  George  was 
fo  wife  as  not  to  venture  himfelf  too  far ;  which  made 
him  come  away  m  a  fright  without  orders  or  leave :  and 
that  was  all  the  occafion  of  his  being  fent  to  the  Tovver 
upon  his  arrival,  which  difappointed  fome  endsdefio-n- 
_ed  by  his  journey.  I  think  indeed  none  got  much°by 
it  but  I ;  v/ho  had  the  good  fortune  to  put  off  my  houfe 
at  the  Hague  with  a  great  deal  of  my  furniture  to  him 
at  his  going  over.  This  advantage  indeed  was  but 
fmall,  in  comparifon  of  what  I  have  loít  upon  this  __ 
cafion  by  the  ftop  of  the  Exchequer,  which  has  fuñí, 
all  the  money  í  had  in  Alderman  B  ckwell’s  hands,  and 
I  doubt,  witnout  recovery.  i  his  couníel  was  carried 
fo  fecret,  that  I  do  not  hear  of  any  man  at  court  that 
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liad  warning  enough  to  cali  in  his  money  out  of any  of 
íhe  bankers  hands :  till  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  propofed 
the  thing  at  council  without  other  circumftance,  than 
íaying,  that  it  was  needlary,  the  king  muft  ¡lave  money 
upon°the  war  with  Holland  •,  that  he  knew  no  other 
way  but  this  •,  and  defired  none  would  Ipeak  againft  it, 
without  propoíing  fbme  better  and  eaficr  way.  Upon 
this,  nothing  more  was  faid,  and  the  thing  paíTed  ;  and 
being  immediately  public,  it  was  too  late  for  any  man 
to  cali  in  his  money ;  which  made  the  lofs  and  com- 
plaint  very  general,  as  well  as  particular  to  me.  Yet 
I  pray  God  this  may  prove  the  worít  confequence  of  the 
préfent  war,  and  the  counfels  that  have  engaged  us  in 
it.  I  doubt  you  will  find  very  ill  ones  in  Ireland  by 
the  lofs  of  all  your  foreign  trade,  that  will  foon  follow. 

But  my  public  thoughts  are  ended,  and  fo  I  leave 
them  to  thcfe  vvho  are  engaged  in  them.  If  my  father 
and  you  are  well,  as  your  friends  are  all  here,  it  is 
enough :  and  I  am  ever  your  moft  aífefldonate  brother. 

tD  \  J 


To  MonJieurJVickfort . 

Lond.  OdL  io. 
S  I  R,  N.  S.  1672. 

|  F,  by  the  courfe  of  public 
aítairs  it  were  permitted 
me  to  cultívate  any  correfpon- 
dence  in  the  country  where 
you  are,  it.  íhould,  without 
doubt,  havebeen  yours,  which 
hath  ever  been  equaily  profi- 
table  and  ag reeable  to  me  : 
but  wemufl  comply  with  the 
times  and  motions  of  our  go- 
vernments,  how  contrary  fo- 
ever  they  may  be  to  ourown 
inclinations.  However,  fince 
public  edicfs  do  not  forbid 
any  commerce  that  isonly  ufed 
for  withdrawing  efFecls  in  ei- 

ther 


Au  Monfieur  Wickfort. 

De  Lond.  le  io 
Monfieur ,  S.  N.  1672. 

I  les  conjonffures  &  les fitua- 
tions  des  affaires  publiques 
niavoient  per  mis  d’ entretenir 
quelque  correfpondence  au  pai's 
cu  vous  Hes ,  c  eüt  été  fans  dcute 
une  amitié  comme  la  votre  que 
feujfe  eu  foin  de  cultiven ;  car 
elle  m  a  ioujcurs  paru  également 
titile  &  agr cable.  II  faut  s7ac- 
commoder  au  tems ,  ceder  aux 
mouvemens  qui  entrainent  les 
ctats ,  quelques  oppofez  quils  foi- 
cnt  a  nos  dejirs  &  d  nos  volon- 
tez.  Alais  comme  les  declara - 
tions  des  pr  i  rices  ne  dejfcndcnt 
pas  ce  He  forte  de  commerce  qui 

N  3  na 
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ther  country,  I  am  by  that 
means  allowed  to  accjuit  my- 
felf  of  the  acknowledgments 
I  ovve  you,  for  difpatching  my 
affairs  with  moníietir  Scague, 
and  to  deíire  you  will  continué 
to  me  your  good  offices,  if  I 
íhall  need  them,  towards  fi- 
niíhing  the  reft  of  my  ac- 
counts  with  my  merchants  at 
Amfterdam. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  thank 
you  for  the  favour  of  your  laft, 
which  has  given  me  a  very 
agreeable  furprize  :  ’tisa  great 
pleafure  to  hear,  that  any  me- 
rnory  is  left  of  a  perfon  bu- 
ried  ín  the  privacy  of  a  coun¬ 
try  life,  and  the  id  Je  amufe- 
ments  of  leifure.  For,  fince 
b\s  majeífy  has  thought  fit  to 
change  the  courfe  of  his  coun- 
fels,  in  the  purfuit  whereof  I 
was  fo  long  and  fo  fincerely 
engaged,  as  ever  believing 
them  equally  neceflary  to  the 
repofe  of  Chriftendom,  and  to 
the  good  of  both  our  nations  ; 

I  have  had  no  fhare  at  a]J  in 
public  affairs ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  wholly  funk  in 
mygardening,and  thequiet  of 
a  prívate  life  ;  which, I  thank 
God,  agrees  with  me  as  well 
as  the  fplendor  of  the  world, 
and  gives  me  a  great  deal  more 
quiet  and  fatisfa&ion  than  I 
íhould  havefound  by  purfuing 
my  fortunes  in  it,  if  I  had  the 
jnclinations  as  often  as  I  have 
Jiad  the  occafions  to  do  fo.  I 
V/ilJ  not  tejí  you,  that  I  have 


William  Temple, 

ría  pour  but  que  de  retir er  les 
ejfets,  &  de  fouder  fes  comptes  de 
part  iff  d  autre ,  il  rd efe  permis 
de  m  acquitter  de  ce  que  je  vous 
dois  pour  mavoir  tiré  d'affiaire 
avec  monfieur  Scague,  de 
vous  fupplier  de  me  continuer 
vos  bons  offices ,  en  cas  quils  me 
foient  encore  neceffiaires  pour  fi¬ 
nir  le  refie  de  mes  comptes  avec 
mon  marchand  d’ Amfierdam, 

Je  vous  remercie  en  méme 
tems  de  la  grace  que  vous  iti  aveys 
faite  par  votre  derniere  lettre , 
qui  mefüt  rendue  il  y  a  quelque 
tems ,  cif  qui  me  caufa  une  agre - 
able  furprife  \  je  voy  avec  plaifir 
qrfon  fe  fouvient  encore  d'une 
perfonne  enfevelie  dans  un  fejour 
champétre ,  &  qui  dans  fa  re¬ 
traite  ne  paroit  plus  fenfible 
qu  aux  douceurs  d'une  vie  oifive • 
Car  depuis  que  fa  majefié  a 
trouvé  bon  de  changer  la  face 
de  fon  confeti ,  auquel  fay  ¿te 
fi  long  tems  íff  fe  fincerement  de - 
voué,  perfuadé  que  les  vccux  de 
ce  confeti  étoient  également  útiles 
au  bien  de  nos  deux  nations , 
&  au  répos  de  la  Chretienté ; 
d equis  ce  tems-la ,  dis  je ,  je  rfay 
pris  aucune  part  aux  affiaires 
publiques ,  £sf  n  ay  fongé  au  con¬ 
fuiré  qua  m'enfoncer  dans  le 
jar  dina  ge,  &  d  gouter  la  dou- 
ceur  d  une  vie  privée ;  qui, gr aces 
a  Dieu ,  me  fied  auffi  bien ,  que 
le  f afie  des  emplois ,  &  tout  /V- 
clat  du  gr and  monde ,  &  me  faijt 
joutr  d  un  repos  plus  parfait  que 
m  en  auroit  pü  procuren  la  plus 
grande  élevation,fi  avec  d' nutres 
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fucceeded  fo  well  in  my  fmall 
country  defigns,  as  1  have 
fometimes  done  in  great  ones : 
but,  if  ever  any  favourable  ac- 
cident  (and  this  age  produces 
ftrange  ones  enough)  íhould 
bring  you  hither ;  I  would  let 
ygu  fee  that  our  buildings  are 
not  altogether  without  neat- 
neíá :  at  leaft,  1  would  make 
you  confefs,  that  the  fruits  of 
my  garden  have  another  tafte 
than  thofe  of  my  *  clofet,  and 
will  preferve  better  than  thofe 
of  my  embaííies.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  muft  give  place  to  our 
ladies  here,  who  will  not  be 
fatisfied  without  aíTuring  you 
of  their  fervices,  and  of  the 
remembrance  they  will  always 
keep  of  the  civilities  they  have 
received  from  you  and  your 
family.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  moft  affe&ionate 
íervant. 


*  Obfervations  on  the  Ne- 
therlands,which  M.  Wickfort 
afterwards  tranílated. 


deftrs  que  ceux  que  j’ay,  j'avois 
menage  toutes  les  occafions  qui 
mont  été  ojfertes  pour  arriver 
a  une  grande  fortune .  4 Je  ne 

vous  diray  pas  que  f  ay  aujfe  bien 
réüfei  dans  mes  petits  pro  jets 
chámpete  es  y  que  j’ay  autrefois 
r'éujji  dans  des  defefeins  plus 
tlevez :  mais  fe  jamais  quelque 
conjonóiure  impreveue  ( car  ce 
fi'e ele  en  fait  naitre  des  plus  bi~ 
zares)  métoit  ajjes  favorable 
pour  vous  conduire  dans  notre 
Ifle ,  je  vous  ferois  voir  que  nos 
bátimens  ne  font  pas  tout  a  fait 
fans  agrément  ;  ou  du  moins  je 
vous  ferois  avouery  que  les  fruits 
de  mon  jardín  ont  bien  un  autre 
goüt  que  ceux  de  mon  cabinet , 
id  ont  la  proprieté  de  fe  confer - 
ver  mieux  que  ceux  de  mes  am~ 
bajfades .  Je  ríoferois  employer 
ce  qui  me  rejle  de  papier ;  id 
il  faut  que  je  fonge  d  y  laiffer 
du  vuide  pour  nos  damesy  qui 
ne  me  le  pardonneroient  pas  fe 
elles  ríy  trouvoient  place  pour 
vous  affurer  de  leurs  fervicesy 
id  du  Jouvenir  qd  elle  s  confer  ve - 
ront  toujours  de  toutes  les  bontés 
qu’elles  ont  reyeues  tant  de  vous 
que  de  votre  famille .  Je  fuisy 
monfieury  VQtre  tris  humble  id 
tres  offediionm  ferviteur, 

W.  Temple# 


The  end  of  Sir  W.  Temple' s  l etíers . 
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T  O 


Sir  WILLIAM  TEMPLE. 


t'rom  Mr.  Secretary  Trevor. 

R>  .  ,  London,  Oét.  8,  1668.  N.  S. 

I  Have  received  your  congratulation  as  an  effeót  of 
|  your  friendíhip  as  well  as  your  civility.  I  am  wii- 
Jing  to  flatter  myfelf  with  it,  as  a  thino-  vervr 
agreeable  to  my  ambition,  and  the  defires  I  havealwavs 
haü  to  cleferve  it.  If  it  were  not  to  aíTume  fomethino- 
orvanuy,  I  would  malte  you  the  ofi'er  of  ali  the  fervices 
whicn  my  prefent  or  future  fortunes  íhall  make  me 
capable  to  pay  you  ;  and  ií  í  could  make  them  as  valu- 
aoie  as  tney  are  fincere,  J  durft  recommend  them  to  be 
wortl.y  your  acceptance.  Sir,  I  know  your  worth  and 
ment  gaye  me  many  competitors  to  your  friendlhip :  but 
in  this  divided  world  I  claim  fome  aíEnity  to  your  orin- 
ciples,  which  gives  fome  fingularity  to  my  pretence. 

.  ,  15  nar-íyyetin  myprovince  to  enter  into  buíineís 
with  you  j  but  í  wiil  take  the  libertv  to  tell  you  that 
I  am  very  glad  you  think  it  neceffary,  and  have  made 
iome  progrefs  m  lome  nevv  expedientforpavino-the  Swe- 
diíh  íubfidies,  and  confirming  that  unión  which  muft 
preferve  the  peace  of  Europe.  My  lord  Keeper  and  lord 
Pnvy  leal  do  a  httle  fear  the  confequence  of  an  univer- 
fal  guaranty  upon  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  •  Jeft  i n 
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the  extent  of  it,  it  fhould  be  conftrtied  to  engage  the 
king  to  greater  charge  and  undertakings  than  will 
coniift  with  the  ftate  of  his  affairs.  They  are  of  Opinión, 
that  it  were  better  to  pay  thefe  fubfidies  in  three 
parts,  whereof  Spain  will  readily  pay  his  third,  and 
you  know  how  England  can  pay  theirs,  if  Holland  will 
accept  their  part  •,  and  then  to  proceed  freely  to  con:- 
prehend  Spain  in  the  alliance  upon  fuch  terms  of  ad- 
vantage  as  are  obvious  in  refpeéf  to  England.  My  lord 
Arlington’s  thoughts  upon  this  fubjeét  are  not  yet 
known  to  me  :  he  is  with  the  king,  and  1  llave  givcn 
him  an  account  cf  thefe  difcourfes,  and  in  a  few  days 
I  believe  you  will  hear  from  him.  In  the  mean  time 
I  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  this  advance  of  our  me- 
ditations  here  -,  whereof  you  will  malee  vvhat  ufe  you 
íhall  think  reafonable  to  thofe  ends  we  aim  at. 

Sir,  1  am  with  great  efteem  and  fincerity  your  moflí 
faithful  and  hurnble  íervant.  J.  Trevor. 


From  the  earl  of  Northumberland. 


SIR,  Petworth,  Nov.  16,  166S. 

Should  be  very  much  to  blame  if  1  did  not  rnake  a 
more  than  ordinary  acknowledgment  for  the  laft 
letter  I  received  from  you ;  wherein  I  ’find  more  marks 
of  true  friendíhip  than  are  ufually  met  with  in  this  a^e  • 
where  truth  is  feldom  fpoken,  and  flattery  is  the  only 
civility.  I  do  very  fully  agree  with  you,  "that  none  of 
the  adioias  of  my  life  can  be  of  more  importar.ee  to  me 
than  thofe  at  my  firfl  fetting  out,  whereby  I  may  o-¡Ve 
the  world  a  good  cr  bad  impreflion  of  me  ;  and  which 
foever  of  the  two  is  at  firíl  taken  up,  will  hardly  ever 
be  altered.  If  j  fail  in  this,  1  cannot  but  confiéis  my- 
fell  extreme  faulty,  having  lived  fo  rnany  years  ur.der 
theexam  pies  and  precepts  ofor.e  who  rnade  it  hiswhole 
b tuinas  to  interna  ¡aae  of  the  diiterence  between  yood  and 
evil,  and  who  was  fo  well  able  to  do  it :  ío  as  befides 
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íhe  rdat,io”>  1  can  tru]y  %,  that  I  have  loft  the  beft 
riend  I  had  ;  and  I  hope  to  be  believed  when  I  fay  that 
I  thought  k>.  } 

I  will  entertain  you  no  longer  on  this  fubjea  ;  but 
I  have  entertamed  myfelf  very  well  with  reading  your 
letter  orcen  :  and  I  aflure  you  that  you  cannot  beílow 
your  fnendíhip  on  any  body  that  doth  more  eíteem  it 
and  will  more  gladly  embrace  it  than  your  moft  affed 
tionate  and  faithful  fervant  Northumberland. 

From  the  barón  de  rifóla. 


My  Lord, 

1  F  i  vvere  notwell  afluredof 
**  your  goodnefs,  and  that  you 
know  the  bottom  of  my  heart 
enough  to  be  períuaded,  that 
time  and  abfence  can  change 
nothing  of  the  perfecd  friend- 
fhip  I  have  vowcd  for  your 
excellency;  I  might  appre- 
hend  my  long  filence  had  raif- 
cd  in  you  an  ill  opinión  of  it : 
but  I  will  confefs  to  you  freely, 
that  while  I  faw  things  take  a 
quite  contrary  courfe  to  what 
1  wiíhed,  I  had  not  the  heart 
to  entertain  a  correfpondence 
wherein  I  could  furniíh  no¬ 
thing  but  words  in  the  air, 
uncertain  hopes,  and  projedls 
withoutfoundation.  Butnow, 
when  things  feem  to  proceed 
by  maxims  more  agreeable  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  pre- 
fent  time,  I  return  to  my  an- 
cient  obligations,  and  begin 
to  awake  out  of  the  profound 
fleep,  wherein  the  languiíh- 

wg 


Monfieur ,  ióóC 

je  ne  connoijfois  bien  votre 
bonté  id  que  vous  favez 
afsez  le  fond  de  mon  cceur  pour 
étre  perfuadé  que  le  temps  id 
V abfence  ne  peuvent  ríen  alterer 
de  la  parfaite  amitié  que  j'ay 
voüé  a  V.  E*  f  apprehendois  que 
mon  long  filence  ne  luy  en  eut  fait 
concevoir  quelque  mauvaife  opi¬ 
nión:  mais  je  luy  avoüeray 
franchement  que  tant  que  j’ay 
veu  les  chofes  prendre  un  cours 
toict  contraire  a  ce  luy  que  je  fou - 
haitois  \  je  n  ay  pas  eu  le  cceur 
d’entretenir  une  correfpondence 
dans  laquellejen  aurois  pu  four- 
nir  que  des  paroles  en  Fair,  des 
éfper anees  incertaines ,  id  des 
projets  fans  fondements.  Apre - 
fent  qu  elle s  femblent  s’acheminer 
par  des  máximes  plus  con  venables 
aux  circonflances  du  tems  pre - 
fent,  je  reviens  a  mes  anciennes 
obligations ,  id  commence  d  me 
reveiller  comms  du  pro  fond  fom- 
meil  cu  la  langueur  de  nos  ope - 
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ing  of  o»ir  afFairs  had  plunged 
me ;  and  my  firft  care  is  to 
renew  to  your  excellency  my 
ancient  fervices,  and  to  teíli- 
fy  my  extreme  joy  for  the 
hopeí  have  of  the  honour  very 
foon  to  embrace  you,  and  pour 
into  your  bofom  my  moít  fe- 
cret  thoughts.  But  íhall  we 
not  have  alio  the  company  of 
your  illuftriou*  lady,  my  la¬ 
dy  Temple  ?  My  wife,  who 
will  needs  bcar  me  company, 
will  never  be  comforted,  if  íhe 
miñes  the  occafion  of  feeing 
fo  dear  a  friend  :  and  I  con- 
fefs  to  you,  it  would  be  a  fen- 
íible  mortification  if  wefhould 
not  find  her  with  you.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  humbly  defire 
our  excellency  to  believe  that 
am  abfolutely  yours,  and 
that  I  have  taken  part  as  I 
ought,  in  the  glory  you  have 
acquired  in  the  world  by  your 
great  and  happy  negotiations, 
wiíhing  you,  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  all  the  advant- 
ages  you  oughtjuílly  to  expedí 
from  fo  generous  a  maíler. 
Thefe  are  the  moíl  ardent 
wiíhes  of,  mylord,  your  ex- 
cellency’s  moíl  humble  and 
moíl  obedient  fervant. 


1 87 

rations  rrP dvoit  plonge  ;  1$  tnon 
premier  foin  eji  de  renouveller 
á  V.E.  mes  anciens  fervices  j 
&  luy  temoigner  P extreme  j oye 
que  J  ay  de  Péjpoir  d' avoir  bien - 
lot  Phonneur  de  P  embrajjery  & 
verjer  dans  fon  Jein  mes  plus  Je- 
crettes  pensees.  Mais  rí y  tr cu- 
ver  onsnous  point  votre  illujlre 
Madame  "Temple  ?  Ma  femme , 
qui  vient  abjolument  maccom - 
pagner ,  ne  Je  con  Jalera  jamais 
fí  elle  perd  cctte  occafion  de  voir 
une  fi  precieufe  amie  :  &  je  vous 
avoue  que  ce  nous  Jeroit  une  Jen - 
fible  mortification ,  fi  nous  ne  la 
rencontrions  pas  auprcs  de  vous . 
Cependant  je  prie  tres  humble - 
ment  V.  £.  de  croire  que  je  Juis 
abjolument  d  elle ,  &  que  J ay 
pris  toute  la  part  que  je  devoisy 
d  la  gloire  quy elle  syejl  acquije 
dans  le  monde  par  Jes  belles  & 
hcureujes  negotiations  ;  luy  Jou - 
haitant  du  fond  du  cceur  tous 
les  avantages  que  vous  devez 
jujlement  attendre  dP  un  Ji  gene  - 
reux  Maitre .  Ce  Jont  les  vccux 
tres  ardents  que  Jait  Jans  cejjey 
rnonfieury  de  votre  excellence  le 
tres  humble  &  tres  obéijjant  Jer - 
viteur 9 

De  l’Isola. 


From  my  lord  Arüngton . 

My  Lord,  London,  Jan.  19,  1668-9. 

IHave  two  of  yours  to  acknowlcdge  of  the  1 5th  and 
22d,  I  fhould  have  faid  three  ;  for  of  the  former 
date  I  had  two,  one  reiating  to  the  public  affair,  the 
other  to  you  and  me ;  to  which  I  will  make  anfwer  at 
the  bottom  of  this,  I 
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I  am  glad  to  Pee  that  at  your  firíl  entrance  with 
rnon  íeui  ie  barón  d’ífola,  you  had  worried  him  outof 
tu,?  vnion  he  carried  thither,  to  perfuade  the  State  and 
yon  to  a  quadruple  allí  ene  e ;  or,  as  they  have  chriílened 
ni  pain,  an  oíteníive  and  deíeníive  league  with  us. 
i  he  teítimony  the  world  hatb  juftly  given  hiin  of  his 
wit,  makes  hnn  think  it  fufficient  to  prevail  in  any 
iubject.  But  your  laft  íhews  him  come  to  fome  rea- 
ion,  and  that  there  are  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
already  m  hand  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  Swede  I 
.pe  a  few  days  will  make  him  confefs  all.  r  Before 
this,  I  aflure  myfelfyoq  have  his  majeíty’s  inftruétions 
upoii  this  fubjett;  and  the  fatisfaction  of  feeino-,  that 
you  know  our  mind  before  we  told  it  you,  which  I 

obíerved  to  his  majefty  and  his  minifters  rnuch  to  your 
advantao-e.  .  1 

O 

I  have  alio  this  day,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  fecretary 
Trevor,  communicated  to  fome  of  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany  the  paper  given  you  by  the  States,  upon  their 
arrairs,  with  the  amendments  monfieur  de  Witt  hadfent 
to  Amfterdam  to  make  it  more  compleat.  They  feem 
at  hrft  view  to  believe  it  comes  up  to  their  defines  in 
iubfbnce,  but  have  defired  it  .to  fee  whether  it  be  rioht- 
ly  worded,  with  a  promife  to  return  it  to  be  fent  you 

again  by  the  next  poft,  if  by  that  time  we  can  aoree 
what  form  to  ojve  53 

As  to  what  is  faid  before  concerns  us  both,  I  have 
little  to  fa y ;  I  mean  I  am  this  evening  too  much  ofF 
the  hooks  to  reply  fo  obligingly  to  you  as  you  have 
fpoken  to  me  upon  the  probability  of  my  devolvino*  my 
correípondence  with  you  to  Sir  John  Trevor.  I  cannot 
but  tell  you  what  you  know  already,  that  you  are  un- 
CiCi  his  diuriót ;  and  muft  therefore  expedí:  from  him 
all  the  formal  difpatches,  butíhallnever  beeafedofmy 
particuiai  ones,  ti II  you  give  me  cauíe,  which  I  know 
you  will  never  do,  tolove  you  or  valué  you  lefs.  Be- 
íidcs^  b  manque  noflrutn  incvcdibiñ  mcclo  ccnfcntit  ajlrum : 

and 
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and  I  am  refolved  never  to  leave  you  till  í  have  made 
y ou  able  to  make  my  own  fortunes ;  for  which  you 
have  credit  enough  already,  if  you  had  alio  place  for 
it :  and  believe  me  without  flattery,  you  have  enough 
of  the  former  to  deferve  envy,  which  you  muft  learn 
betimes  to  live  with. 

I  have  not  yet  fpoken  with  Mr.  Williamfon  concern- 
ing  the  correfpondence  you  furniíh  him  *,  he  íhall  him- 
felf  anfwer  for  it  and  his  omiífions  all  this  while  *,  and 
for  myfelf,  believe  it,  there  is  no  man  living  loves  and 
valúes  you  more,  ñor  can  be  with  more  truth,  your  moft 
aífeótionate  and  moft  humble  fervant  Arljngto'n. 

F rom  the  lord-keeper  Bridgeman . 

My  Lord,  EíTex-Houfe,  Jan.  28.  1668-9. 

Tí  H  AD  the  favour  of  your  excellency’s  of  the  3  ift 
JL  inftant,  N.  S.  with  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Mr. 
iecretary  Trevor,  and  am  your  debtor  for  a  letter  of  a 
former  date.  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  find  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Swedifh  fubfidies  to  be  brought  fo  near  a  p-ood 
conclufion.  Sir  Mark  Ognati  carne  to  me  about  the 
fame  time  of  the  receipt  of  yours  ;  and  gave  me  the 
like  aífurances,  as  touching  the  concert  they  werenow 
fatisfied  with  it ;  but  only  for  convenience-fake  prepo- 
fed  the  change  of  fix  hundred  horfe  intofoot,  as  aoore- 
herídmg  our  Engliíh  horfe  not  fo  well  able  to  endure  the 
hard  forage  in  Flanders  as  the  Flemiíh  ;  but  our  foot 
they  took  to  be  excellent  good.  I  find  (though  i  would 
not  tell  him  fo)  that  we  íhall  fcarce  agree  here  to  fend 
our  foot  without  horfe  to  accompany  and  fecure  them. 
As  for  the  time  ot  fending  the  forces,  I  believe  (and 
fo  I  told  him)  that  we  íhall  infift  to  have  it  undetermin- 
ed  as  to  a  day ;  and  they  muft  reft  upon  the  expref- 
fions,  with  all  the  fpeed  we  can  ;  which  is  enough, 
where  the  ftipulation  is  bonáfide  intended  to  be  perform- 
ed  ;  and  the  other  is  not  enough,  without  it.  Some 
2  two 
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two  days  ago  we  received  intelligence  that  thc  king  of 
France  has  lubmitted  thedifferencestouchingthe  Condé 
and  the  other  dependances  upon  Iiis  conquefts,  to  the 
determinación  of  the  king  of  England  and  crown  of 
Sweden,  fo  it  be  done  within  a  year.  I  hope  we  íhall 
Iiave  peace  abroad  by  this  means  for  a  year  at  leaft  ;  I 
wifh  it  may  be  fo  at  home  ;  and  this  good  news  which 
you  íent  us,  gives  me  more  encouragement  to  believe 
it  will  be  fo,  than  any  I  have  from  henee. 

I  have  fomewhat  a  fore  fit  of  the  gout,  which  ftill  is 

ín  my  hand,  and  caufes  me  to  make  ufe  of  my  nephew’s 
pen. 

I  am  with  all  faithfulnefs,  my  lord,  your  excellency’s 
moít  affedionate  humble  fervant 

Orl.  Bridgeman,  C.  S< 

From  Mr.  fecretary  Trcvor. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  March  y,  1668-9. 

IHave  now  herewith  fent  your  excellency  the  ratifi- 
cations  for  the  two  inftruments  you  iaíl  íent  over. 
Your  lordftiip  will  take  notice  that  the  guaranty  was 
ratified  once  before  in  May  laíl,  and  left  in°your  hands : 

I  prefume  that  fince  this  laft  ratification  is  to  be  the 
fame  guaranty  and  the  concert  together,  you  will  keep 
the  former  in  your  hands  ftill.  I  am  glad  the  laft  fra¬ 
cción  of  20000  rix  dollars  is  paid  alfo,  and  now  the 
whole  matter  eftabJiíhed. 

I  received  yours  of  the  1  ith  inftant,  N.  S.  and  the 
inclofed  declaration  to  the  eledor  of  Mentz,  of  which 
I  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  inform  his  majefty, 
and  to  receive  his  commands  and  refolutions.  To  the 
concept  for  Surinam  he  will  return  you  one  of  our  own 
more  full;  but  fuch  as  fhall  not  differ  much  from  what 
the  States  feem  in  theirs  to  intend,-  but  more  explicite, 
and  lefs  íubjed  to  evafion.  By  the  next  I  hope  to 
fend  it,  that  this  matter  may  not  be  delayed  on  our 
pare.  We 
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We  have  little  news  here.  The  parliáment  maíces 
hafte  to  difpatch  before  Eafter.  I n  the  lords  houfe 
there  is  arifen  a  great  procefs  which  filis  mens  heads, 
upon  the  petition  of  my  lord  Roos  ;  who  having  been 
by  a<ft  of  parliament  laft  year  divorccd  from  his  wife, 
and  his  children  by  her  declared  illegitimate,  and  un- 
capable  to  inherit,  doth  now  pray  for  another  a¿l  to 
enable  him  to  marry  another.  On  Thurfday  will  be  the 
great  debate,  in  which  both  the  fpiritual  and  temporal 
lords  are  divided  much. 

My  lord,  I  was  very  forry  to  find  your  indifpofition 
by  your  letter ;  I  heartily  wifh  you  a  quick  recovery, 
and  all  other  advantages,  which  no  man  defires  for  you 
more  truly  than,  your  excellency’s  moftfaithful  hum- 
ble  iervant,  J.  Trevor. 

From  the  duke  of  Or?nond. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  May  17,  1669. 

THinking  as  you  did,  that  your  lady’s  return  to 
you  would  be  fooner  than  it  has  proved,  I  refer- 
ved  the  little  or  nothing  I  have  to  fay  to  you,  till  her 
arrival  with  it  might  malee  the  diveríion  from  the  af- 
fair,  you  are  full  of,  more  fuitable. 

1  have  not  miíTed  a  day  at  the  committee  where  your 
difpatches  are  confidered,  fince  you  went  from  henee, 
till  yefterday,  that  I  was  kept  in  my  chamber  by  an 
apprehenfion  rather  than  fit  of  the  gout;  and  that 
omifiion  was  wellfnpplied  by  avifit  I  received  from  Mr. 
fecretary  Trevor,  who  gave  me  a  relación  of  your  laft 
letters,  and  of  the  unequal  defires  of  fome  of  our  al- 
lies. 

I  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  very  coníi-* 
dent^  that  if  you  were  in  a  ftation  where  your  abiiity 
and  induftry  could  be  as  ufeful  to  me  as  your  friend- 
fiiip  is  real,  I  fhould  foon  find  the  effedts  of  it :  and  this 
judgmeut  I  make  not  only  from  the  eníire  credit  1  gave 

to 
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fo  youi  piofellions,  but  írom  the  experience  I  daily 
nave  Oí  your  brother  the  folicitor’s  care  of  all  my  near- 
eit  concern^  which,  next  to  the  king’s  continued 
bounty,  will  owe  their  greateft  fecurity  and  difpatch  to 
his  advice  and  afliftances.  My  wife  I  hope  is  nov  in 
íruand,  both  to  tnink  and  adviíe  farther  with  him 
I  am  with  all  reality,  my  lord,  your  lordihip’s  moft 
afrecnonate  humble  fervant  Ormomd. 


F  rom  my  lord  dmbajfador  Montagne. 

My  Lord,  ^  París,  May  24,  1669, 

Keceived  the  favour  of  your  lordlhip’s  of  May  the 
1  6t h.  _  J  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  bufmefs  fo  W 
aepending  is  like  to  come  to  íoíudden  a  goodconclu- 
fion.  ’Both  the  Spaniardsand  the  Swedes'are  oblio-ed 
to  your  lordíhip,  for  you  have  proved  a  better  ioíTcí- 
tor  for  them  both,  than  either  of  them  could  have 
been  for  themfelves. 

Th\s  court  is  mightily  overjoyed  with  news  that  an 

expíeos  ñas  brought  in  great  diligence  out  of  Poland, 

aiiuoíi  aííuring  the  prmee  of  Condé’s  eleftion  to  that 

crown.  If  it  íliould  prove  fo,  the  Swedes  have  done 

no  i!l  bufmefs  for  themfelves  in  entering  into  the  triple 
ailiance. 

f  be  fticcours  defigned  for  Candía,  they  fay,  will  ccr- 

tamly  oe  embarked  and  put  to  fea  the  end  of  chis 
month.- 

Inis  is  ad  you  Hiall  be  tronbled  with  at  preíent 
fiom,  my  lord,  your  excellency’s  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble  fcrvant  R.  Montague. 


From  the  confiable  of  C afile. 

,  T  T  ,  Bruxelles ,  Feb.  6, 

My  Lord,  Monficuri  1Ó70. 

Keceived  your  excellency's  recen  la  lettre  de  votre 

Jetterof  the  3oth  paít,  and  J  excellence  du  ?o  du  pafje 

obferved. 
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obferved,  among other  points, 
that  your  excellency  there  in- 
ímuates  to  me  not  to  prefs  you 
any  more  upon  the  ípecinca- 
tion  of  time,  ñor  any  other 
change  in  thc  inftruments,  be- 
caufe  you  had  not  orders  to  do 
it :  in  aníwer  to  which  I  will 
tell  your  excellency,  that  I 
eíleem  as  I  ought  the  zeal 
wherewith  you  haveaíiiíled  to 
the  conclufion  of  the  guaran- 
ty,  and  to  our  ad  van  tape  ; 
aíiuring  you,  that  I  am  very 
much  obliged  to  you  for  it: 
and  having  farther  confidered 
attentively  what  your  excel¬ 
lency  has  reprefented  to  me ; 
and  particularly  of  what  im- 
portance  it  was  to  finiíh  this 
aífair  ;  and  to  manifeft  farther 
the  refpectful  deferencel  have 
to  whatever  can  be  agreeable 
to  his  Britannic  majeíly;  I 
have  condefcended  the  more 
willingly  and  readily  to  the 
pay  ment  of  200, occ  patacoons 
to  the  miniflers  of  Sweden, 
in  the  form  your  excellency 
will  have  learned  more  at  large 
from  Don  Stephen  de  Gamar- 
ra.  And  bebdes,  our  refident 
at  London,  Don  Manuel  de 
Fonfeca,  informs  meby  letters 
of  the  24th  and  3oth  of  Janu- 
ary,  that  the  lord  Keeper,  my 
lord  Arlington,  and  fecretary 
Frevor,  have  all  three  aíTured 
him,  that  after  his  Britannic 
rnajeíly  was  informed  parti¬ 
cularly  of  our  reafons,  he  had 
refolved  to  order  you  to  con- 
Vol.  II.  elude 


&  ven  entre  nutres  points ,  ce 
qu  elle  my  injinue ,  de  nela  vcu- 
loir  faire  plus  preffer  fur  la  fpc- 
cif catión  du  tenis ,  ni  aucun  nu¬ 
tre  changement  dans  les  itijh  u- 
mens,  puis  qu  elle  11 avoit  pas 
les  ordres  de  le  faire.  En  re - 
ponfe  de  quoy  je  diray  a  V.  E. 
que  jf  ejlime  commc  je  deis  le  zele 
avec  lequcl  elle  a  co-opere  a  la  con¬ 
clufion  de  la  gara  nú  e ,  &  d  notre 
avantage  \  1  afeurant  qüe  je  luy 
en  demeure  tres  obligé  f  tres 
reconnoijjant.  Et  ayant  en  outre 
confideré attentivement  tout  ce  que 
V,  E.  nía  reprefenté ,  &  par - 
ti  culi  er  ement  V  impórtame  qttil 
y  avoit  d"  achtver  ceite  af- 
faire,  &  pour  manifejler  tant 
plus  la  rejpeílueije  deference  que 
f  ay  a  tout  ce  qui  peut  ejíre  agre - 
able  a  fa  majejle  Britannique : 
je  fuis  condefccndu  tant  plus  vo- 
lontiers  &  promptement  d  la  de- 
liv ranee  des  200,000  pattacons 
aux  minifres  de  la  couronne  de 
Suede ;  en  la  forme  que  V.  E. 

I  aura  appns  plus  d  plein  du 
feur  Dan  E (levan  de  G amar¬ 
ra.  Et  d  ailleurs^  commc  notre 
Refdent  d  la  cour  de  Londres r 
Don  Manuel  de  Fonfeca ,  me 
mande  par  le t tres  du  '24  hf  30 
dejanvier ,  que  le  Carde  Seaux , 
mi  lord  Arlington ,  fcf  le  Jecre- 
taire  Trevor ,  Pont  tous  treis  af- 
feu)  e,  qu  apres  que  fa  maje  ¡te 
Ei  ¡tamil que  avoit  ejic  mjormée 
en  aetail  des  raifons  qui  nous  aj— 
fjlent,  elle  avoit  refolue  de  vous 
ordonne?  de  concluí  re  le  traite 9 
&  de  fpecifier  le  tenis  dans  Pacte 


O 
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elude  the  treaty,  and  to  ípe- 
cify  the  time  in  the  acf  of  af- 
íiftances,  as  I  had  defired  of 
you  ;  and  that,  in  conformity 
to  this,  orders  íhould  be  fent 
you,  by  which  there  was  no 
doubt  at  London,  of  the  en¬ 
tire  concluíion  of  the  guaran- 
ty.  After  whieh  notices,  and 
the  proofs  I  have  of  your  ex¬ 
cellency ’s  defire  to  fee  this 
aítair  finiíhed  to  our  fatisfac- 
tion,  I  have  caufe  to  hope, 
that  your  excellency,  having 
airead  y  received  the  faid  or¬ 
ders,  will  be  at  no  farther 
pain  to  fpecify  the  faid  term, 
wherein  his  Britannic  maje- 
ñy  will  give  us  fupplies  in  the 
fame  form  that  other  confedé¬ 
rate  princes  have  granted 
theni,  whether  in  the  fame 
ad,  or  in  an  inftrument  apart, 
as  your  excellency  offejrs  in 
yourletter;  and  I  defire  you 
earneftly  to  do  it,  that  we  may 
acknowledge  the  entire  ac- 
compliíhmentof  this  treaty  to 
his  Britannic  majefty,  and  to 
the  difpofition  of  your  excel¬ 
lency,  from  whofe  hand  I  ftill 
expect  this  favour,  accompa- 
nied  with  that  of  your  com- 
mands  to  ferve  yon,  as  being 
entirely,  my  lord,  your  excel- 
lency’s  moft  humble  and  moft 
aftedionate  ler  van  t* 


des  ajffljiances ,  comme  je  Va- 
vais  demande ,  &  qu en  cette  con¬ 
fortarte  V on  vous  envoyeroit  les 
ordres :  moyennant  quoy  Von 
ne  doutoit  plus  á  Londres  de 
l  enture  conclujion  de  la  ga¬ 
rantí  e,  Enfurte  defquclles  no- 
tices ^  &  des  preuves  que  j  ay  du 
defir  de  V,  E.  de  voir  vuider 
cette  affaire  d  mire  fatisfaftion ; 
j  ay  Jujet  cVejperer  que  votre 
exce  Henee  ayant  deja  reyen  lefdits 
ci  d?  e¿,  elle  n  aura  plus  de  peine 
de  fpecifier  led'it  ierme ,  auquel 
fa  majejlé  Britannique  nous 
donnera  le  fecours ,  en  la  meme 
forme  que  les  nutres  poteniates 
confederen  Pont  accorde ,  feit 
dans  le  meme  adíe,  ou  dans  un 
injlrument  d  par ¿,  comme  V.  E. 
Voffre  en  fa  lettre  ;  &  je  Ven 
prie  tres  infamment  de  le  vou - 
loir  faire ,  d  fin  que  nous  don- - 
mons  V accompllffement  tout  en- 
tier  de  ce  traite  á  fa  majefié 
Britannique ,  id  d  la  difpofti- 
on  de  V,  E.  <¡e  la  main  de  la - 
quelle  fattens  encore  cette  fa~ 
veur ,  accompagnee  ae  ce  lie  de fes 
ccmmandemens  en  fon  fervice , 
comme  etant  entierement ,  mon - 
ficur,  de  votre  excellence  le  tres 
humble  id  tres  ajfeelionne  fervi- 
teur 3 

CONNETABLE. 
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From  the  count  de  Monte  rey. 

Monfieur,  Bruxelles,  27  juil.  1670. 

■E  S  temóignages  qu'il  a  pli  a  v  'tre  Excellence  de  me 
donner  de  la  joye  que  luy  a  caufí  le  choix  que  la  Reyne 
ma  maitreffe  a  fait  de  moy  pour  le  gouvernement  de  ccs 
provinces ,  font  fi  evidente ,  id  accompagnís  de  avis  ft  fa- 
lut aires  id  dignes  de  la  pi udence  de  r  ,  E,  que  qe  ne  tvcuvc 
fas  de  termes  propres  pour  expliquen  les  fentimens  d' obliga¬ 
ción  is>  d.e  gratit ude  qui  rn  en  demeur e  nt  .*  f  efperc  que  cet^e 
■  nouvelle  charge  me  fubminijtrera  les  occafions  frequenles 
de  luy  ¡aire  voir  plüt't  par  les  effets  id  mes  fervices ,  que 
par  des  paroles ,  le  d'fir  que  j’ay  de  cultiver  non  ¡eulement 
la  bonne  correfpondance  id  amitié  avec  V.  E.  mais  aujfi 
d’executer  les  bous  confetis  id  inftrutiions  qu'elle  a  eu  arre- 
able  de  me  communiquer  en  fa  lettre  du  22  de  ce  mois,  pour 
tant  mieux  addreffer  en  cet  penible  charge  felón  les  fou- 
haits  deV.E.a  quoy  fappliqueray  toas  mes  fcins  et  mes 
forces  avec^  autant  de  chairar  id  de  paflón  que  je  fuis ,  mon- 
fieur,  de  vctre  excellence  le  tres  htmble  et  tres  dedie  ferviteur 

J.  Compte  de  Monte 


Ti  r?  V 


t  r 

From  Sir  ‘John  Werden. 

Mv  Lord,  _  Stcckholm,  Sept.  17,  O.  S.  1670. 
Carne  to  this  place  about  eighteen  days  acó,  and 
_  have  not  >n  all  this  time  mee  with  any  thin.cVorthy 
of  your  excellency’s  notice ;  the  moft  apparent  rea- 
fon  whereof  hath  been  the  abfence  of  this  king  and 
court,  who  have  made  a  kind  of  progrefs  throueh 
lome  parts  of  this  country,  and  are  expeded  here 
again  about  a  fortnight  henee. 

Among  other  things,  I  have  broughtwith  me,  and 
dehvered,  a  letter  from  the  king  my  maíter  to  this 
kmgj  reciting  one  lately  lent  from  Spain,  wherein 
:hat  queen  Jignifies  her  affent  to  the  arbitration  of 

2  England 
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England  and  Sweden;  but  at  the  fame  time  infinuates 
her  defires  to  have  Holland  admitted  as  a  third  arbitra- 
tor  ;  and  offering  to  renew  their  joint  inftances  to  Spain, 
to  induce  that  crown  to  confent  to  the  arbitration,  in 
the  fame  form  as  France  hath  all  along  offered  ;  both 
the  king  my  mafter  and  this  crown  being  períuaded 
that  France  hath  condefcended  as  far  already  as  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  amicable  compofure  defigned ;  at  leaft, 
that  the  arbitrators  named  by  France  are  as  well  quali- 
fied  for  it  as  any  other  can  be. 

Your  excellency  will  oblige  me  much  to  let  me  have 
fuch  notices,  relating  either  to  this  or  any  other  pub- 
lic  matter,  as  your  excellency  íhall  judge  proper  for 
me  to  know  :  in  return  whereof,  if  I  am  unable  to 
prefent  your  excellency  with  other  than  relatior.s  of 
the  Tartars  incurnons  and  fuccefs  in  Mufcovy,  of  our 
future  difmal  frofts,  of  witches  out  of  Lapland,  &c. 
iü  is  the  fault  of  my  ílation,  and  only  my  misfortune 
that  I  am  like  to  be  fo  ufelefs  a  correfpondent ;  being 
otherways  very  really,  my  lord,  your  excellency’s  moft 
affecftionate  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

John  Werden. 

P.  S.  I  íhould  be  glad  to  know  what  confequences 
are  drawn  from  the  French  feizure  of  Lorrain,  which 
at  this  diftance  affords  us  much  variety  of  difcourfe. 

Alfo,  whether  the  fubjeft  of  monfieur  de  Anjeau’s 
embalfy  from  France  hither  be  yet  gueíled  at,  and 
what  it  is,' 


From  monfieur  de  Witt. 


Hague,  0¿t.  2i, 
My  Lord,  1670. 

Received  the  honour  ofboth 
your  excellency’s  letters  of 
the  23d  and  30th  ofSeptember, 
apon  the  fubjedl  of  the  Engliíh 

ihip, 


A  la  Hay  e,  0¿?.  21, 
Monfieur ,  1670. 

'AT  re^eu  lesdeux  let  tres  que 
votre  excellertce  m’a  fait 
l'honneur  de  m’écrire  du  23  Id 
30  Sept.  ¡lile  d’ Angleierre,  e>u 

fujet 
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íhip,  which  the  diredhor  of 
the  Weft-India  company  in 
the  iíle  of  Curaca  has  arrefted. 
MelTieurs  Boreel  and  Beunin- 
ghen  have  wrote  about  it at  the 
fame  time  to  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral,  who  are  very  much  dif- 
pofed  to  give  order  in  this 
matter,  for  all  thatju íbice  can 
fuffer  to  be  done,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  king  of  England. 
But  whereas  the  Spaniíh  am- 
baíTador  has  prefented  them  a 
memorial  upon  the  fame  af- 
fair;  and  that  it  is,  without 
doubt,  of  importance  for  the 
common  good,  to  have  this 
incident  terminated  by  an 
amicable  concert  between  the 
parties  ;  at  leaft,  becaufe  the 
rules  of  common  juftice  will 
not  allow  that  an  afFair  íhould 
be  decided  without  hearing 
him  or  them  that  believe 
themfelves  concerned  in  it : 
their  high  mightineíles  have 
given  direébion  by  thisordinary 
to  their  minifters  at  London, 
to  endeavour  bringmg  the  af- 
fair  to  an  accommodation  be¬ 
tween  the  minifters  of  Great 
Britain  and  monfieur  de  Mo¬ 
lina  the  amba fiador  of  Spain 
at  his  majefty’s  court.  I  fend 
you  the  copy  of  the  ambaf- 
fador  Gamarra’s  memorial, 
that  you  may  fee  the  Spani- 
ards  do  not  agree  to  what 
others  fay  in  their  favour  ;  but 
this  will  nothinderthe  States 
from  doing,  in  conüderation 
of  his  majefty,  the  utmoíb 

that 


fu  jet  de  navire  Anglois ,  que  le 
diredlcur  qui  ejl  de  la  parí  de  la 
compagme  des  ludes  occidentales 
dans  1'  ¡file  de  Curaca  a  fait  ar- 
reter.  Alejfieurs  Boreel  ÍA  V an 
Beuninghen  en  ont  ecrit  en  meme 
tems  a  Mefs .  les  Etats  Géneraux , 
qui  fe  trouvent  fort  difposes  a  or - 
donner  Jur  ce  Jujet ,  tout  ce  que 
la  jnjhce  pourra  fouffrir  ejlre 
fait ,  en  la  confideration  du  roy 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne .  Alais 
comme  monfieur  V ambajfadeur 
d’ Efpagnc  leur  a  pref enté  un  me- 
moire  J'ur  la  méme  a (f aire ,  tu 
qu  il  importe  Jans  doute  penr  le 
bien  commun  que  Ion  termine  cct 
incident  par  un  concert  aimable 
entre  les  Ínter  efees  •  au  moins  & 
que  ! ordre  ¿A  les  regles  de  la 
juflice  ne  permetteut  pas  qui  /’ on 
difpoje  dans  une  affaíre  fians 
avoir  ouy  celuy  ou  ceux  qui  syy 
croyent  touebes  ;  leurs  baúles 
pui (Janees  ordonnent  par  cet  or - 
dinaire  d  meffieurs  leurs  mini - 
Jlres  qui  font  a  Londres ,  de 
tácher  de  porter  T affaire  a  un  ac - 
commodement  aimable  entre  les 
minijlres  du  roy  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne ,  éA  monfieur  de  Mo¬ 
lina  ambafadeur  du  roy  d'Ej- 
pagne  a  la  cour  de  fa  majejié, 
je  vous  envoy e ,  monfieur ,  la 
copie  du  memoire  de  l9 amba ff  - 
deur  de  G amarra ,  afin  que  vous 
y  voyiez  que  les  Efpagnols  ne  de- 
meurent  pas  d'accoru  de  tout  ce 
que  les  autres  difent  en  leur  ja - 
veur  \  mais  cela  n  empechera 
pas  que  mefjieurs  les  etats  en 
fajfjent ,  en  la  corfideraiion  de  ja 
O  majejié 7 
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that  can  confift  with  ¡uílice; 
a-í  I  in  my  particular  íhall  con¬ 
tri  bute  all  in  my  power  to  his 
latisfadiion,  and  to  whatever 
cv.ll  help  to  p  re  fe  r  ve  the  good 
intelligcnce  betwcen  his  ma- 
jefty  and  this  State.  To  this 
end  í  could  have  wifhed,  that 
there  had  not  appeared,  on 
either  fide,  any  libéis,  verfes, 
mecíais,  or  other  íuch  difplea- 
hng  thingsj  and  particalarly, 
that  the  accidents  of  the  iaft 
war  might  no  more  be  thcught 
tnn,  vvhereof  the  memory 
í’houfd  be  for  ever  aboliíhed. 
And  I  confefs  freely,  that  in 
this  country,  there  is  a  iittle 
too  much  licence  given  in  cer- 
íain  things  ;  títough  after  the 
moír  dilgent  fcarch  \ve  could 
not  íind  that  the  libéis  com- 
pi ai ned  of,  werc  printed  in 
this  provi n ce.  Bebdes  you 

Iciiovv,  there  are  epidémica! 
eviis  which  are  withoutreme- 
íi ,  and  all  that  one  can  do 
is  to  g ive  forne  esfe  to  a  d i f- 
temper  which  caniiot  be  in- 
ti  reí  y  cu  red  :  you,  my  lord, 
and  thofe  who  refe  rabie  you, 
ai  e  above  íuch  Infles,  as  you 
properly  cali  them,  and  con- 
fider  only  the  true  intcntiors 
of  the  State,  where  the  kino- 
fitall  ever  find  all  the  refpccf 
he  can  defire. 


f  or  the  reft,  I  refer  myfelf 
to  vvhat  the  faid  deputies  of 
stae  State  wiÜ  te  11  you  upen 

the 


yle, 

majeflé,  tout  ce  qui  fe  pourrá 
faire  en  tonte  Fetendue  de  la 
jipi  ce ,  cornme  en  mon  particu- 
her  je  contnbueray  tcujours  ce 
qui  fera  de  mon  peuvoir  d  fa  Ja - 
ti  paflón ,  &  a  ce  qui  pourra 
Jct  vir  d  maintemr  la  bonne  in - 
tclhgence  entre  elle  id  cet  Etat. 
Pour  cet  ejj et  je  fouhaiterois 
que  de  part  id  d*auire  il  ríeílt 
pomt  pañi  des  hbelles ,  des  versy 
des  medmlles ,  cu  auires  chafes 
femblablcs ,  qui  eujfent  pü  de - 
plair e  ;  o  pañi culi erement  que 
l  en  ne  fongedt  plus  aux  accidcns- 
d’une  guerre  dont  la  memoire 
devroit  eflre  abolle  d  jamais  \ 
id  j  avoue  volontiers  qiien  ce 
país  Pon  je  donne  un  peu  trop  de 
licence  en  des  cer tomes  chafes r 
quoyque  pourtant  apres  une  re - 
che?  í  he  i?  es  cxadte^  Fon  n  ait 
pGhiijj.ii  trouver  que  les  Hbelles 
dont  on  fe  plaint  par  de  Id ,  ayent 
efe  imprimes  en  cet  te  provpce , 
Alais  vous  favez  auffi  quil  y  a 
des  maux  cpidcmiques  qui  font 
Jjns  remede ,  id  que  tout  ce  que 
Fon  y  peut  faire ,  cef  Endonar 
le  mal  que  l  on  ne  peut  pos  en- 
ti  erement  guerir .  Vous,  mon - 
flarr ,  id  ccux  qui  vous  rejfem- 
lnenty  vous  eyles  au-dejfus  de  ce 
que  vous  nommez  bien  baga - 
te  lies ,  id  nc  vous  arre  tez  qii aux 
itritaoles  intentions  de  F ¿tai  \ 
ou  ie  7  oy  trouver  a  toujours  tout 
L  ?  cfpcól  <o  tous  les  fentimens 
qiiil  pourra  fouhaiter . 

/lu  re  [le ,  je  me  remets  d  ce 
que  lefdits  minifres  de  F Etat 
ncus  dironi  de  plus  fur  les  ma¬ 
tares 


and  oí her  Minljlers  of  State. 


the  fubject  of  your  laft  letters : 
and'forme,  I  íball  ever  think 
it  an  honour  to  let  the  king 
knovv,  that  after  the  fervice  I 
owe  my  country,  I  íhall  em* 
ploy  myfelf  for  íhat  of  bis 
majeíiy,  vvith  all  imaginable 
zeal,  efpecially  if  you  vviil 
pleafe  to  mix  yours  with  mine, 
íince  it  is  with  an  inclination 
altogether  particular  that  I 
am,  my  lord, your,  excellencv’s 
moíl  humble  and  moít  affec- 
tionate  íervant. 
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tieres  ccntenucs  en  vous  fufdites 
let  tres.  Et  pour  ce  qui  eft  de 
moy^je  tiendray  ci  gloire  de  f oiré 
connoitre  ou  roy ,  quapris  le  Jer- 
vice  que  je  dois  a  ma  patrie , 
je  m  eniployeray  pour  celuy  de  Ja 
mojejle  avec  tout  le  zelc  ima¬ 
ginable  ;  fur  tout)  quand  vous 
y  vouarez  meler  le  votre  ;  puij - 
que  c  ejl  avec  une  inclination 
tout particuliere que  jefuis ,  moli¬ 
ficar^  de  votre  exccllence  le  tres 
humble  id  tres  cjfetiionn'e  fervt - 
teur  JoHAN.  DE  \ V ITT. 


F>  ~om  the  barón  d  Ifola. 


Hague,  Nov.  14. 
My  Lord,  1670. 

Am  extreme  glad  to  hear 
by  your  excellency’s  let- 
ter,  of  your  happy  return 
from  the  country  to  the  court, 
together  with  a  good  account 
of  your  health  ;  but  I  confefs 
I  íhould  have  been  much 
more  pleafed  to  have  learnt 
it  from  your  own  mouth  than 
your  letter.  Your  abfcnce 
from  ibis  place  begins  to  be 
tirefome ;  and  every  body  is 
much  concerned  at  the  great 
occafions  that  are  loft  by  it, 
for  advancing  the  public  good. 

The  readinefs  that  the  par- 
liamentof  England  hath  íhew  - 
ed  in  giving  confiderable  aids 
to  his  Britannic  majefty,  is  a 
mark  of  their  zeal  and  pru- 
dence  ;  and  makes  it  mani- 
feft  enough,  that  they  know 
their  truc  interdi ;  and  ap* 

prchend 


A  la  Idaye ,  14  Nov. 
Monjieur ,  j  670. 

’Ejt  avec  beaucoup  de  joye 
f  ay  appns  par  la  lettre  de 
votre  exee llence  Jon  beureux  re - 
toar  de  la  campagne  a  la  cour , 
íd  la  parfaite  jante  dont  elle 
jouit .  Mais  je  vous  confefj’e 
quefaurois  beaucoup  mieux  aime 
les  apprendre  par  fa  propre 
bou  che  que  par  fes  lettres  :  fon 
abfcnce  com menee  d  devenir  enuy - 
eufe ,  id  tout  le  monde  efl  di f con¬ 
certé  beaucoup  de  bonnes  chofes 
qui  fe  pourroient  faire  pour  le 
bien  public . 

La  promptitude  que  le  parle - 
ment  dd  Anglet erre  a  tenioigne 
pour  clonner  des  ajjijl anees  con - 
fderables  d  fa  majefe  Britan- 
mque ,  ejl  une  marque  de  jen 
zelé  íd  de  Ja  prudence ,  id  fait 
ajses  connoitre  quil  ccnncit  fes 
veritabhs  ínter  ets ,  id  quil  ap  * 
O  4  prebende 
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prehended,  as  they  ought,  the 
progreís  and  preparations  of 
the  ne,ghbouring  princes.  I 
coubt  not  but  his  m  ai  til  y, 
wiil  correfpond  w¡th  their 
good  deíires,  by  fuch  ílrong 
¿nd  vigorous  refolutions,  as 
the  prefent  time  and  his  own 
intereíl  require.  France  íiilJ 
continúes  to  give  out,  tbat 
Fng^and  is  wholly  in  their  in 


prebende  comine  il  dolí  les  pro - 
grez  id  les  preparatifs  des  puif- 
j anees  voifn  es .  je  ne  doute  pa  s 
que  ja  majefté  ne  correfponde  d 
leurs  bons  defers ,  par  des  fortes 
&  vigoureujes  rejolutions ,  te  lies 
que  le  tems  prefent  id  fes  projres 
tnterets  requierent . '  La  France 
continué  toujours  a  publier  que 
l  Angleterre  ejl  dPace.rdavec  elle , 

terefts,  and  that  álí  thefe’ oi'e  ?  /“?  “*  PreParatlfs  fi 

parations  are  inthe  tvonr'  í  ^fafaveur.  £&  publie 
*  ■  •  -  tneir  íavour-  tout  “la  en  mime  tems  qu’elle 


-At  the  fame  time  the  French 
pub  i,b  this,  they  endeavour 
to  períuade  us  that  the  em- 
p  jror  has  no  good  intentions, 
and  that  they  are  in  a  Íiri6l 
league  with  him.  But  Unce 


perfuader  que 
l  emper eur  n  a  point  de  bonnes 
intentions ;  Cff  qidelle  ejl  en  des 
éti  o ites  liaifons  avec  luy .  Adais 
comme  fon  jeu  ejl  de  regner  en 
divifant ,  le  notre  doit  eftre  auf 


their  game  is  to  rule  bv  rrak-  ¿  /  r  eJtre  auf 

ino-  í-Üviíinn  ^  u  *  f  de  nous  foutemr  en  nous  unif 

ing  diviíion,  ours  oupht  to  «v  »  J - 

i  i  ^  o 


be  tnat  fupporting  ouríeJVes 
by  unicing.  I  beJieve,  the 
intentions  of  your  court  are 
Very  fincere,  and  I  can  aílure 
you,  that  ours  are  fo  too:  it 

Y  *  • 


fant,  J¿  cr0y  ¡cs  intentions  de 
vbtre  cour  fert  fincere s ,  &  je 
vons  puis  offeurer  que  les  nbtres 
le  foiu  aujji .  //  ne  rejle  qu* a 

nous  bien  entendre ,  id  a  mepri - 
fr  de  parí  &  d’autre  tout  es  les 


^*,1  •  ,  „  J  Far  1  a  auire  toutes  les 

en  y  remams  that  we  íhouíd  juggeJUons  de  ceuX  qui  ne  p  j- 

r‘"htiV  Underfland  ™o-  vJtrouver  leur  fjje 


tner,  and  deípjfe  all  the  fup- 
geílions  of  thofe  who  can  on- 
íy  hnd  thiir  account  in  our 
difunion,  I  aílure  you,  that 
your  long  ílay  vvhere  ]ou  are, 
is  very  hurtful  to  aírairs  in  ge- 


te  vous 


aans  notre  defamen. 

^Jj'  Uie  en  veinte  que  votre  trop 
long  fejours  au  lieu  cu  vous  efies, 
ejl  f ort  nuifible  aux  cffalrcs  pul  - 
Lques ,  id  au  fervice  partí  culier 
de  votre  roy .  Je  n  efe  pas 


ñera] ,  as  well  as  to  the  partí-  écr¡re  tom  u/PJvaLfs 

culai  fervice  o,  the  kmg  your  que  cela  caufe,  Of  abra  tout 
nia.ur.  I  ciare  not  mention  to  la  Frangís  en  ufent  tres  mal 

envers  votre  cour ,  de  publier, 
c cumie  ils  jont  tres  ejjrcntement , 
au  ils  font  en  fe  creí  te  intelligence 
avec  elle  ;  puf  que  cela  ejl  evi  - 
demait  fauxy  id  quand  il froit 

ventalle* 


maíbr.  I  daré  not  mention  to 
you  al!  the  badefFecis  itcaufes  : 
and  2fter  al],  the  Frcnch  make 
bad  ufe  of  it  towards  your 
«ourt,  to  publiíh  ib  coníident- 
iy  as  tiiey  do,  that  they  are  in 

prívate 
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prívate  intelligence  there,fince 
it  is  a  thing  evidently  falfe ;  and 
if  it  vvere  true,  it  is  a  very  un- 
íaithful  partinthem  todivulge 
it.  But  they  ferveprincesjuftas 
they  do  women,  whofe  íavours 
theypubliíbjwhether  theyhave 
received  any  or  no.  Iproteíito 
yon,  I  think  all  fort  of  com- 
merce  with  them  is  dangerous. 

Pray  believe  me  to  be  mere 
than  any  one  in  the  worid,  my 
lord,  your  excellency’s  moft 
humble  and  moft  obedient  fe r- 
vant. 


veritable ,  ce  ne  feroit  pas  agir 
fidettement  de  la  divulguer : 
mais  ils  en  ufent  avec  les  pr  i  rices 
commes  ils  font  avec  les  f enunes , 
de  qui  ils  pubhent  les  Javcurs 
re f  enes  &  non  re  penes,  'Je  vcus 
avous  que  íoute  Jorie  de  am- 
merce  avec  eux  ejl  dangereux . 

Croyczje  vons  prie  que  je  fuis 
plus  que  perfonne  du  monde,  mon- 
fieur ,  de  votre  excellence  tres 
humble  &  tres  obeijfant  ferviteur 

F.  d’Isola. 


From  Mr.  Blaithwayt. 


My  Lord,  Hague,  Sept.  10,  N.  S.  1671. 

I  Received  yefterday  morning  your  excellency’s  let- 
ter  of  Feb.  i9th,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  went  to 
monfieur  de  Witt,  and  imparted  to  him  your  lordfhip’s 
commands  :  to  which  he  anfwered,  That  he  knew  of 
no  other  paper  that  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  had 
brought  over  with  him,  than  one  fheet  wherein  the 
cafe  was  ftated  in  Latín  by  the  interelled  perfons.  Be- 
fides  he  had  hoped  fome  agreement  might  have  been 
inade  in  England  with  the  Spanifh  minifters:  but 
fince  it  is  not  fo,  he  promifed  d  d'y  teñir  ¡a  main ,  as 
loon  as  monfieur  V an  Beuninghen  comes  from  Amfter- 
dam.  After  which  he  afked  me  when  we  expeíled 
your  excellency  ?  my  anfwer  was,  That  i  could  not 
yet  aífure  him  of  any  certain  time,  but  that  I  thought 
it  would  be  very  fhortly.  He  replied,  e  gtu'on  en 
doutoit  bien  ici :  quyil  favoit  que  le  'par lement  ejloit  fort 

zeli 


d  To  gi've  a  hand  to  it. 

e  That  it  fwas  doubted  kere  very  much  :  that  he  hren.K\  the  fav- 
harnent  <ivas  very  zealous  for  the  common  intercjls ,  but  that  the 
cou> t  vjas  not  over  much  dijp'-jed  to  themi  that ,  honvenur,  they  bad 
mude  ene  lajl  ejjort  in  a  letter  te  hit  majejly ,  vjherein  they  cjjered 
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zde  pon-,-  /«  Ínter  hs  communs ,  otáis  que  la  cour  rí’y  ejloit 
fas  trop  dijposee  :  que  neantmoins  ils  avcient  fait  un  der- 
mer  ejfort  par  une  lettre  a  fa  majefté ,  tó  z'/j  offroimt  de 
Jan  c  itne  alhance  auffi  étroite  qiCon  voudrcit.  Que  pour 
l  aujence  ou  venue  de  vcíre  excellence ,  il  les  prendroit  pour 
une  preuve  infalible  de  la  bonne  cu  mauvafe  volante  de 
í  Angleterre.  Andas  I  was  taking  my  leave,  he  repeated 
tne  laft  ientence  i  and  added,  faites  luy  mes  baiíemains , 
tsfdi  es  luy  cela,  de  ma  par t  %  which  I  promifed  to  do. 

I  he  truth  ís,  my  lord,  this  country  has  -of  late 
generally  conceived  fo  ill  an  opinión  of  EnHand’s  in- 
tentions,  that  they  do  quite  defpair  of  any  foccour  from 
t  íence  :  which  makes  them  the  readier  to  put  them- 
ieives  ín  pofture  ;  fo  that  the  confent  of  Zealand  beina 
come,  the  committee  council  of  Holland  arefwearing 
tbe  new  officers,  and  giving  out  commiffions,  intend* 
ing  the  latLcr  end  of  this  wcek  to  deliver  themoney. 

1  he  States  of  Holland  are  expefted  here  to-day,  and 
,  be  compleat  this  week,  notwithftanding  a  general  faft 
and  thankfgivmg,  which  wül  be  kept  to-morrow  throuoh 
the  feven  provinces,  as  is  ufually  done  every  year.  ° 
Your  excellency  does  without  doubt  know,  that 
captain  O-Bryan  and  Sir  'Idiomas  Sands  are  here  •  as 
weilas  that  mylord  OíTory  intends  in  few  davs  topafs 
through  Flanders,  to  Nieuport,  or  Dunkirk,  whither 
the  yacnts  are  gone  to  meet  him.  i  arn,  my  lord,  vour 
excellency’s  moft  humble  and  moít  obedíent  feryant. 

Vv,  Blaithwayt. 


From  Mr.  Blaithwayt. 

My  Lord,  Hague,  May  £,  N,  S.  i6~t. 

T  ^0  N  the  receipt  of  vour  excélíency’s  letter  of 
j  the  i4th  April,  I  went  to  rnonfieur  de  Witt  to 

to  mahe  as  fría  an  allitmee  a;  could  be  deftred.  ‘That  fe-  the  ahfence 
or  rsturn  of  your  excellency,  they  icok  them  '/ir  an  infalible  procf  of  the 
»Güd  or  had  njjill  of  England .  J  J 

r  bita  my  complimtnu,  and  ídl  him  this  from  me. 
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íblicit  an  cxpedition  in  the  bufinefs  of  thc  Engliíh  fhip. 
He  promifed  me  d'y  teñir  la  main ,  and  to  further  it  as 
much  as  pofllble  ;  but  withal  told  me,  that  it  was  true, 
que  nous  avions  raifon  au  fond ,  mais  que  nous  pr  enion  s 
raffaire  fur  un  mawvais  pied.  That  we  have  no  rea  fon 
in  the  world  to  lay  the  blárne  opon  the  Dntch,  and  to 
demand  fatisfadlion  for  the  injury  the  Spaniards  have 
done  us.  That  we  could  not  at  all  prove  any  breach 
of  árdeles  in  what  had  paíTcd.  That  in  cafe  (to  ufe 
his  example)  a  man  borrowed  my  fword,  and  with  it 
commits  murder  or  robbery,  I  am  not  in  the  leaít  re- 
lponfable  for  his  mifdemeanors,  no  more  than  the 
Dutch  for  what  the  Spaniards  have  done  :  and  ir  this 
be  true,  we  have  not  exhibited  any  one  argument  that 
can  hold  good.  But  the  argument  monfieur  de  Witc 
fays  we  ought  wholly  to  infift  upon,  is,  that  Fcroni  at 
the  letting  out  his  fhip  made  a  contraed:  with  the  Ge- 
nouefes  (which  i  have  long  fince  tranfmitted  your  lord- 
fhip)  wherein  it  is  pofitively  faid  that  they  íliould  not 
therein  offend  or  moleft  the  Engliíh  nation.  So  that 
now  the  Genouefes  having  fo  evidently  broken  this  con¬ 
tradi,  and  withal  bringing  their  prize  into  the  domini- 
ons  of  the  States  ;  the  lame  States  may  with  a  great  deal 
of  reafon  oblige  them  to  make  good  dre  contradi  they 
have  made  with  one  of  their  fubjedls.  And,  juft  as, 
in  cafe  the  man  that  has  commiited  robbery  with  the 
fword  í  had  lent  him,  brings  into  my  hands  what  he 
has  ílolen,  I  am  in  juftice  to  render  everything  tothe 
owner.  By  the  fame  reafon  the  States  are  obli^ed  to 
make  reftitution  of  the  fhip  and  ladina  to  the  owners. 
as  taken  contrary  to  promiíe,  and  by  the  means  of  a 
fhip  bedonging  to  one  of  their  fubjedts.  For  the  date 
of  the  bufmeís  your  excellency  fent  me,  I  eafilv  gueíT- 
ed  by  monfieur  de  Witt’s  difeouríe,  that  he  liad  alrea- 
dy  feen  it  •,  and  having  been  afterwards  with  monfieur 
Schimdpening  the  chief  commiffioner,  as  monfieur 

de 
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de  Witt  had  advifed  me,  to  recommend  to  him  the  bu- 
imeft,  and  to  iníinuate  this  argument ;  I  found  he  had 
the  lame  paper  already  in  his  hands  in  Latin. 

As  for  the  other  point,  whether  monfieur  Bevernino- 
has  offered  a  defeníive  or  offenfive  league  with  Spain” 
your  lordlhip  wiíl  pleafe  to  rememb'er,  that  in  the  in- 
telligence  of  the,  2d  of  April,  ir  ¡s  faid,  b  que  cet 
etat  avoit  toujours  rejetté  un:  alliance  defen/tve  que  PEf- 
pagne  avoit  cpfert,  Csf  qu’on  avoit  opiné  qu'on  la  falloit 
encore  rejetter.  But  the  fame  paper  fays,  that  at  the 
lame  time  it  was  refolved,  that  order  fhould  be  rnven 
to  monfieur  Bcverning  to  propole  a  treaty  for  one  year 
only.  1  he  States  cannot  yet  have  an  anfwer  whether 
this  treaty  has  been  accepted  of  or  no.  fdowever,  as 
foon  as  I  can  learn  any  thing  farther  in  this  point,  I 
will  not  fail  to  inform  your  iordfbip  of  it. 

Monfieur  Pompone  went  laít  Saturday  for  Dunkirk, 
where  the  French  king  is  by  this  time.  I  am,  my  lord, 
your  excellency’s  molt  humble  and  moft  obedient  fer- 
van!:>  W.  Blaithv^avt. 

From  my  lord  Arlington. 

S  I  R,  Goring  houfe,  June  28,  1671. 

IHumbly  thank  you  for  your  cherries,  which  vvere 
io  good,  that  1  grieve  for  the  lofs  of  thofe  that 
could  not  find  me  at  Windfor. 

Having  his  majefty’s  approbation  of  your  writing 
to  the  States  to  take  yourleave  of  them ;  and  he  refufing 
to  fee  your  letter;  it  was  not  at  all  neceíTary  you  íliould 
fnew  it  me-,  yet  to  comply  with  your  delire,  I  have  read 
and  approved  it.  You  are  beft  judge,  having  lived 
among  them,  whether  the  form  be  good  to  the  matter 
I  am  fure  nothing  can  be  objefted ;  ñor  to  my  profeílion 
of  being  ever  your  molí  faithful  and  humble  fervant, 

Arlington. 

b  Thí’t  this  State  has  ahoays  rrjeflcd  a  defen/t-je  alliance  offered  by 
Sjrain,  atut  that  it  veas  thcugbt  they  mnjl  Jhll  tcjeíi  it. 
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The  Empire, 

SwE  DEN, 

Denmark, 

Sp  AI  N, 


Houand, 

France, 

AND 

Flan  ders, 


W  I  T  H 

‘Their  Relation  to  England  in  the  year  IÓ7I. 


And  then  givcn  to  one  of  his  Majeíty’s  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  upon  the  ending  of  my  em- 
bafiy  at  the  Hague. 

TH  E  decay  and  diílolution  of  civil,  as  well 
as  natural  bodies,  proceeding  ufually  from 
outward  blows  and  accidents,  as  well  as  in- 
ward  diftempers  or  infirmities,  it  feems  equally  ne- 
ceffary  for  any  government  .to  know  and  refleít  upon 
the  conftitutions,  forces,  and  conjunótions  among  their 
neighbouring  ftates,  as  well  as  the  fadlions,  hu- 
rnours,  and  intereíl  of  their  own  fubjeíts  ^  for  all 

power 


"  ^  ^  ■*  conjiit, utwns  and  tnt  ercfís 

povvcr  is  but  comparative  ;  ñor  can  any  kingdom  take 

‘  JV  niCa  ure  oí  lts  ^íety  by  its  own  riches  or  ftrength 

I  v  ^  Wlt  L0Ur  Caíbng  UP  at  the  fame  t¡me,  what 
vafions  may  be  feared,  and  what  defences  expeded 

from  enemies  or  allies  abroad.  1  ’ 

th  h  la  “rtain,  that  fo  advantageous  a  fituation,  as 
that  oí  his  majefty  s  dominions  in  thefe  iflands  of 
Great  Bntain  and  Ireland,  makes  any  foreign  confide- 
rauon  lefs  important  to  us,  than  to  any  other  nation  • 

wCjfLU; ílphernUmbKrS  fd  naUVe  couraSe  of  our  men* 
n  ,  re”^íí  01  our  líupping,  have  ib  many 

=  Pf/and  lu  lor  oughc  we  yet  know)  made 
us  a  match  for  the  greateft  of  our  neighbours  at  land, 

and  an  over- match  íor  the  ftrongeft  of  them  at  fea  • 
v/  icieas  whoever  hurts  us,  without  our  own  arms’ 
muu  be  able  to  mafter  us  in  both  thefe  elements  •  Yet 
311  regard  there  are  the  ñames  of  feveral  conquefts  re- 
mammg  ft.ll  upen  record  (though  all  of  them  the  mere 
erreets  or  our  own  divifions  and  invitations)  when 
trade  is  grown  the  defign  of  all  nations  in  Europe,  that 
a-.e  poffeíTed  of  any  maritime  provinces,  as  bein<*  the 
only  unexhaufted  mine,  and  out  of  whofe  treafures 
all  great  neis  at  fea  naturally  arifes  ;  when,  inftead  of  a 
ftmg  or  r  ranee  furrounded  and  bearded  by  dukes  of 
iintany  and  Burgundy,  as  well  as  our  own  poffeffions 
m  Normandy  and  Guienne ;  inftead  of  a  count  of  Flan- 
ders  or  Hoiland,  whoferved  for  no  more,  thanlike  the 
íinaller  weights  to  make  the  balance  fometimes  a  little 
e^/en  in  the  greater  fcaíes  of  the  Engliíh,  French,  and 

pc.I'rrlan  Powers  j  we  nowbehokl  in  France  the  o-reateít 
Jand  torces  that  perhaps  have  ever  been  known  under 
trie  commandof  any  Chriftian  prince-,  and  in  theTTni 
ted  Provinces,  the  greateft  nuLers  both  of  ii'  and 
manners  that  were  ever  yet  heard  of  under  any  ftate 
J n  vjorld  ;  and  which  have  hitherto  been  only  awed 
by  tne  ftrength  of  ouroak,  theartof  ourihip-wrio-hts, 
and  chieliy  by  the  invincible  hearts  of  our  feamen  r 

when 
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.  when  the  profpeíl  of  thefe  two  powers  brings  us  to 
conñder,  that  any  firm  conjunftion  of  them,  either 
by  confederacy,  or  the  fubmiílion  of  Holland,  will 
prove  the  neareft  approach  that  vvas  ever  made  to  our 
ruin  and  fervitude  :  ít  may  perhaps  import  us,  in  this 
calm  we  enjov,  to  hearken  a  little  more,  than  we  have 
done  of  late,  to  the  ftorms  that  are  novv  riíing  abroad, 
and  by  the  beft  perípeélives  we  can  find,  to  difcover 
from  what  coaft  they  brcak,  what  curie  they  are  like 
•  to  hold,  how  much  we  can  lie  in  their  danger,  and 
whether  the  íhelter,  expeíted  from  us  by  our  neigh- 
bours,  will  be  only  a  ftrain  of  generofity  and  huma- 
nity,  or  the  beft  proviíion  we  can  make  hereafter  for 
our  own  fafety. 

Thofe  countries,  in  whofe  aótions  or  interefts  we 
have  at  any  time  concerned  ourfelves,  have  been  the 
Empire,  France,  Spain,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the 
Low-conntries,  in  the  two  feveral  bodies  ufually  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  ñames  of  Flanders  and  Holland.  For 
with  Poland  we  have  never  e;one  further  than  our  good 
wifhes  towards  their  defence  againft  the  Turk :  ñor  with 
ltaly,  than  our  offices  of  ceremony,  or  intereft  of 
traffic  ;  unlefs  fometimes  fome  íhort  negotiation  that 
lerved  the  prelent  turn,  to  ftop  the  afpiring  growth 
of  either  .the  French  or  Spanifh  greatnefs  in  thofe  as 
well  as  nearer  parts. 


THE  foreign  interefts  of  the  Empire  are  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  eaftern  parts  againft  the  Turk,  and 
the  prefervation  of  the  weftern  circles  againft  the 
growth  of  France.  The  domeftic  are  the  limited  con- 
ítitution  of  the  imperial  power,  and  the  balance  of 
the  feveral  free  princes  and  ftates  of  the  Empire, 
among  themfelves.  The  tv/o  laft  have  raifed  no  duít 
fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  feems  chiefly  occa- 
lioned  by  the  Swede’s  comine'  in  to  be  a  member  of 
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the  Empire,  upon  the  íhare  then  yielded  to  him  in 
Pome.ania  and  Bremen,  Thele  give  him  animmedi- 
ate  entrance  into  the  heart  of  Germany,  where  the  na- 
tive  poverty  of  his  own  country  makes  him  confider- 
ed  as  ftill  upon  the  wing,  and  ready  to  ftoop  at  the 
firíf  quarry  he  can  meet  with,  upon  any  divifions  in  the 
empiie  ;  io  as  fhere  ieems  a  general  reíolution  not  to 
furnifh  him  with  fuch  occafions.  Their  defence  againft 
tne  d  urk  will  be  provided  and  purfued  by  common  in- 
clinations  and  torces,  unleís  thofe  princes  of  the  weft- 
trn  circks  íhould  at  the  lame  time  be  buíied  in  lome 
nearer  danger  from  France.  But  if  the  grand  vifier 
be  lo  great  a  man  as  he  is  reputed  in  politics,  as  well 
as  amas,  he  will  never  confent,  by  an  invaíion  of  Hun- 
gary,  to  malee  way  for  the  advance  of  the  French  pro- 
greis  into  the  Empire,  which  a  conqueft  of  the  Low- 
countries  would  make  eafy  and  obvious :  and  fo  great 
acceffions  (with  others  that  would  lie  fair  and  open  in 
the  Spanifn  provinces  upon  the  Mediterranean)  would 
make  France  a  formidable  power  totheTurk  himfelf, 
and  greater  than  I  fuppofe  he  defires  to  fee  any  in  Chri- 
ftendom.  So  that  it  feerns  not  improbable,  that  the 
preíent  peace  between  the  Emperor  and  theTurk  may 
laft  longer  than  is  generally  calculated  by  the  fears  or 
defires  of  thofe  who  are  moft  concerned  in  it. 

In  the  prelervation  ofthe  weftern  circles  (efpecially 
that  of  Burgundy  and  the  Rhine)  againíl  the  progrefs 
ofthe  French  greatnefs,  the  difpofitions,  if  notinter- 
eíts  of  the  feveral  members  of  the  Empire  feem  much 
more  divided.  The  Emperor  himfelf  is  firm  in  refoLv- 
ing  it,  becaufe  he  has  nothing  to  fear  fo  much  as  the 
power  and  ambition  of  F' ranee,  in  regard  of  their  com¬ 
mon  preteníions  to  Spain,  after  the  young  king’s  death, 
and  ajealoufy  of  the  Empire  itfelf,  after  a  further  courfe 
of  fuccefs  :  but  he  will  be  faint  in  any  execution  of 
fuch  a  counfel,  unjefs  fpirited  by  the  unanimous  de¬ 
crees  of  a  general  diet;  from  his  own  difpofitions, 
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which  are  thought  rather  gencrous  and  juft,  than  am- 
bitious  and  enterprifing ;  from  the  influence  of  the  Je- 
fuits  in  that  court,  who  are  obferved  to  grow  general- 
ly  French,  as  they  were  Spaniíli  in  the  laíl  age ;  from 
the  fear  of  the  Turks,  who  are  ftill  like  a  cloud  that 
hangs  over  his  head ;  and  from  a  jealoufy  of  Sweden’s 
joining  abfolutely  with  France,  which  might  fhare  a 
great  part  of  the  Empire  between  them* 

The  eledor  of  Saxony  would  fall  intirely  into  the 
interefts  of  the  emperór  in  this  point,  as  a  prince  that 
is  a  true  Germán,  loves  the  liberty  of  the  Empire,  fore~ 
fees  that  if  it  fhould  fall  into  the  French  hands  all 
the  princes  would  growlittle  companions  to  what  they 
are,  or  return  to  be  the  feveral  officers  of  his  court* 
as  they  were  in  the  unlimited  greatnefs  of  fome  an¬ 
den  t  emperors.  Befides,  his  diftance  from  France, 
though  it  does  not  inftrud  him  to  think  wifer  than 
other  princes,  yet  it  helps  him  to  fpeak  boldlier  what 
he  thinks  upon  thele  conjundures. 

The  eledor  of  Brandenburo-h  and  land^rave  of 

vU  i,  'j 

HeíTe,  and,  at  leaft,  two  of  the  dukes  of  Lunenburgh, 
are,  in  their  difpofitions  and  judgments,  upon  the  fame 
interefts  •,  büt  wilí  be  influenced  and  awed  by  Sweden, 
whofe  iíl  talent  will  be  ftill  fulpected  to  Brandenburgh, 
upon  the  difFerences  in  Prulfia,  and  to  Lunenburgh, 
upon  the  late  difappointment  at  Bremen. 

The  eleótors  of  Mentz  and  Triers  have  the  fame 
inclinations ;  but,  lying  at  the  mercy  of  France,  in 
fo  near  and  fo  imperious  a  neighbourhood,  they  will 
take  no  meafures  wherein  they  may  not  fee  their  own 
fafety  provided  for,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Empire  j 
wherein  no  prince  has  greater  reputation  of  prudencc 
and  caution  than  the  biíhop  of  Mentz. 

The  eleftor  Palatine,  either  upon  remainders  of 
the  ancient  leagues  with  France,  or  quarrels  with  the 
houíe  of  Au liria,  has  been  thought  inclined  to  the 
French  ;  but  as  a  wiíe  prince  will  be  found  generally 
Yol,  II.  P  6  ¿ 
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in  the  true  interefts  of  the  Empire,  as  far  as  the  feat  of 
his  country  will  giye  him  leavt,  which,  in  a  war 
will  be  fo  much  expofed. 

The  eleftor  of  Bavaria  has  been  eíleemed  wholly 
in  the  French  interefts  fince  the  treaty  of  Munfter;  but 
by  vvhat  ties  or  motives,  has  not  fallen  under  my  ob- 
fervation,  in  regard  of  the  diftance  of  his  country,  and 
fin  al  1  commerce  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Empire.  ■> 

The  eledfor  of  Cologne  is  a  perfon  of  much  natural 
goodneís  and  candor,  but  of  age  and  infirmities,  and 
whom  devotion  and  chemiftry  have  íhared  between 
i-iiem,  and,  in  a  manner,  removed  from  tíre  aftairs  of 
nis  ítate  which  have  been  long  and  entirely  devolved 
upon  the  biiliop  of  Straíburgh,  a  man  bufy,  and  al- 
ways  in  rnotion  or  intrigue  :  but  for  the  reft,  whether 
ti  pon  future  ambition,  or  prefent  advantages,  eíleemed 
to^  be  perfedtly  in  the  French  interefts ;  io  as  whatever 
ufe  can  be  made  by  France  of  that  elecfor’s  ñame  or 
country,  m ay  be  reckoned  upon  as  wholly  at  the  de¬ 
votion  of  that  crown. 


I  he  dulce  of  Nieuburgh  is,  in  his  perfon  and  mien, 
rather  like  m  ítaliar.  than  a  Germán;  and  íliould  be 
fo  in  his  difpofition,  by  playing  the  game  of  an  Italiañ 
prince;  in  declaring  no  partialities,  provoking  no  ene- 
mies,  and  living  more  retired  than  the  other  princes  of 
his  country  :  having  never  Ílrewed  any  ambition  but 
for  the  crown  of  Poland,  which  deíign  helped  to  in- 
fpire  him  with  great  compliance  towards  all  his  neigh- 
fcours,  and  other  princes,  who  vvere  able  to  do  Iiim 
good  or  ill  offices  in  that  point.  But  the  failino-  of  it 
was  thought  to  have  fomething  difobliged  him1 from 
France  (upon  whofe  affiftance  he  reckoned)  and  has 
funk  him  in  a  debt  which  he  will  hardly  recover. 

The  biíhop  of  Munfter  is  made  oniy  confiderable  by 
his  íituation,  which  lies,  the  fitteíl  ofallothers,  to  in¬ 
vade  Holl'and  ;  and  by  the  difpofitions  of  this  man, 
which  are  unquiet,  and  arnbitious  to  raife  a  ñame  in 
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the  world  :  an  oíd  implacable  hatred  to  the  Dutch, 
upon  their  intelligence  with  his  chief  town  of  Munfter; 
their  ufurpation  (as  hepretends)  of  Borkloe,  and  lome 
othcr  fmall  places  in  his  country  ;  their  proteótion  of 
the  countefs  of  Benthem  ;  and  the  hopes  of  íharing 
Overyífel  or  Frieíland,  if  ever  their  fpoils  come  to  be 
divided,  make  him  a  certain  friend  to  what  prince  fo- 
ever  is  enemy  to  them,  and  will  furnifh  him  with  men 
or  money  enough  to  appear  in  the  head  of  an  army 
againft  them. 

The  general  intereft  that  the  fevcral  princes  of  the 
Empire  have  with  us,  is  grounded  whclly  upon  the 
eíteem  of  his  majefty’s  power,  and  the  veneration  of 
his  ñame  •,  which  is  fo  great  amongft  them,  that  moft 
of  them  are  refolved,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture  of  af- 
fairs  in  Chriftendom,  to  underíland  perfeítly  his  lan- 
guage,  before  they  fpeak  their  own. 


H  E  government  of  Sweden  is  efteemed  íleady 
and  wife,  as  their  people  warlike  and  nume- 
rous.  The  digeftion  of  their  counfels  is  made  in  a 
fenate,  confiíling  of  forty  counfellors,  who  are  gene- 
rally  the  greateíl  men  of  the  kingdom,  in  office,  eftates, 
or  abilities  ;  and  who  have,  moft  of  them,  been  com~ 
manders  in  the  Germán  wars,  or  are  fo  in  the  prefent 
militia ;  which  makes  their  counfels  generally  warlike 
and  ambitious,  though  fomething  tempered  by  the  mi- 
nority  of  their  king.  This  has  turned  them,  for  lome 
years  fince  their  laft  king’s  death,  rather  to  make  ad- 
vantages  by  the  ñame  and  reputation  of  their  allian- 
ces,  than  by  the  appearance  of  their  arms.  But  if  their 
king  grows  a  man,  and  of  martial  thoughts,  as  may 
be  prefaged  from  fo  great  a  father,  we  may  lee  great 
aílions  and  revolutions  grow  again  out  of  this  north- 
ern  climate.  For  the  ñames  of  Goth  and  Vandal,  and 
their  famous  fucceíTes  both  in  Poland  and  Germany  this 
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íaft  age,  infpire  them  with  great  thoughts ;  and  tíie 
bodies  arid  courages  of  their  cornmonmen,  as  well  as 
the  prudence  and  conduft  of  their  great  officers,  feerrr 
to  have  framed  them  for  great  undertakings.  Befides, 
their  application  of  late  years  to  trade  has  much  in- 
creafed  their  lliipping  and  feamen  (which  they  found 
to  be  their  weak  fidein  their  laft  attempts.)  All  thefe 
may,  in  time,  make  way  for  their  great  defign,  which 
Í5,  the  dominión  of  the  Baltic  lea  by  the  conqueft  of 
Denmark.  This  was,  about  the  year  59,  wrefted  out 
of  their  hands  by  the  Dutch  afliftances,  and  can  hardly 
eícape  them,  if  ever  that  commonwealth  íhould  be 
broken.  And  if  they  arríve  once  at  this  point,  there 
will  grow  a  power  in  that  rough  clrmate,  which,  both 
at  land  and  fea,  may  equal  moft  others  that  are  now 
ín  Chriítendom ;  by  being  maíters  of  fuch  numbers  of 
ílrong  and  valiant  men,  as  well  as  of  all  the  naval 
flores  that  furnifh  the  worid. 

They  have  a  nearer  profpecl  upon  the  city  of  Bre- 
men,  by  the  addition  whereof  to  the  bifhoprick  al- 
ready  in  their  poffeíTion,  they  defign  to  hy  a  great 
foundation,  both  of  trade  and  ftrength,  in  the  nearer 
parts  of  Germany. 

Their  next  intereíl  feems  to  be  a  lono*  knockino; 
war  in  the  Lmprre,  or  the  Low-countries ;  which  will 
make  them  courted  by  all  till  they  think  fit  to  declare, 
and  then  will  bring  them  to  a  íliare  in  the  ganrre  :  and 
thofe  often  go  away  with  the  greatefl,  who  bring  in 
íeaíí  when  the  ílake  begins.  The  neglects  of  France, 
fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  and  the  late  courtfhip 
of  Spain,  feem  to  have  left  therrr  open  for  the  farr- 
eíl  offer  from  either  of  thofe  crowns  ;  bnt  rather 
ínciined  to  Spain,  which  has  ftill  the  furefl  funds  of 
treafure  (if  they  could  fali  into  good  method  or  di- 
reótion)  and  to  whom  they  are  more  neceífary  than 
to  France,  which  has  out-grown  almoíl  all  meafures 
with-  their  ncighbours.  They  have  a  pique  to  Hol¬ 
lando 
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knd,  fomething  in  Ihew,  but  more  at  heart,  at  ly- 
¡ncr  crofs  to  their  three  defigns ;  the  dominión  of  the 
Baltick,  their  acquifition  of  Bremen,  and  a  war  in  the 
upper  or  lower  Germany.  And  they  are  fo  wife  a 
fíate  as  to  be  found  commonly  in  their  intereft;  which, 
for  thefe  reafons,  is  either  an  abfolute  breaking,  or  a 
great  weakening,  oí  that  commonwealth.  Beficies, 
they  efteemed  themfelves  at  leaft  neglefted  by  them 
in  the  late  negotiation  of  the  triple  alliance,  wherein 
they  expetted  conftant  fubfidies  in  the  time  of  peace, 
from  Spain  and  Holland,  to  engage  them  in  the  de- 
fence  of  all  thofc  provinces  againít  the  threatening 
power  of  France. 

An  oíd  friendiliip  to  our  nation,  and  alliance,  pro- 
ceeding  from  a  long  conjunftion  of  interefts,  befides 
the  necefíity  of  keeping  well  with  one  of  the  greateft 
maritime  powers,  will  (as  may  be  conjeftured)  per- 
fuade  them  to  follow  his  majefty’s  meafures  the  clofeft 
and  furtheftof  any  fíate  in  Europe.  This  gave  them 
the  firfí  defign  of  entering  into  the  triple  alliance,  and 
into  the  commerce  with  Spain  in  the  year  68,  and 
their  refolution  of  keeping  pace  with  his  majefty  in  both 
thefe  points,  as  well  as  the  confequences  of  them, 
which  they  will  do,  unlefs  the  prelent  fcene  fíioukl 
wholly  change,  and  open  new  counfels  and  interefts 
not  yet  thought  of  in  the  world. 

t 

TH  E  kingdom  of  Denmark  feems  lefs  coníider- 
able  than  their  neighbour-crown,  from  a  íaint- 
er  fpirit  which  appears  of  late  in  their  people,  and  in 
their  government  itfelf ;  as  well  as  a  great  inequality 
of  number  in  their  forces,  both  at  fea  and  land  :  for 
the  laft  change  of  their  governinent,  from  eleófive  to 
hereditary,  ^has  made  itfeem  hitherto  of  lefs  forcé  and 
nnfitter  for  aftion  abroad.  As  all  great  changes, 
Jbroiight  about  by  forcé  or  addrefs,  in  an  oíd  conftitu- 
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tion  of  government,  rooted  in  the  hearts  and  cuíloms 
of  the  people,  though  they  may  in  time  prove  an  in- 
creafe  of  ilrength  and  greatneis  (when  fallen  into  me- 
thod,  and  grown  eafy  by  ufe)  yet,  for  many  years,  they 
muit  needs  weaken  it,  by  the  divifions  and  diílraóti- 
ons  of  mens  minds,  and  difcontents  of  their  humours, 
and  fo  turn  the  counfels  upon  deíigns  within,  defift- 
ing  from  any  without ;  and  advantages  upon  enemies 
niuft  give  v/ay  to  thofe  upon  fubjedls.  So  as  the  break- 
ing  down  an  oíd  frame  of  government,  and  ere&ing 
a  new,  feems  like  the  cutting  down  an  oíd  oak  (be- 
caufe  the  fruit  decays,  and  the  branches  grow  thin) 
and  planting  a  young  one  in  the  room.  ’Tis  true,  the 
fon  or  grandfon  (if  it  profpers )  may  enjoy  the  íhade  and 
the  malte ;  but  the  planter,  bebdes  the  pleafure  of 
imagination,  has  no  other  benefit  to  recompenle  the 
pains  oí  fetting  and  digging,  the  care  of  watering  and 
pruning,  the  fears  of  every  ftorm  and  every  drought; 
and  it  is  weíl  if  he  efcapes  a  blow  from  the  fall  of  the 
oíd  tree,  or  its  boughs,  as  they  are  lopped  off. 

The  change  in  Denmark  was  the  fafer,  by  having 
to  deal  with  a  foft  eafy  people,  and  with  nobles  grown 
to  have  fmall  povver  or  intereft  among  them,  and  of 
whom  many  were  gained  by  the  crown.  Befides,  that 
nothing  feemed  to  concern  property  in  the  change  of 
fuccefiíve  for  ele&ive.  And  the  example  of  all  chrif- 
tian  crowns  (befides  that  of  Poland)  made  way  for  it : 
and  yet  it  is  certain,  that  Denmark  has  continued  ever 
fince  weak  and  unfpirited,  bent  only  upon  fafety,  and 
enjoying  the  revenues  of  the  Sound  (which  are  the 
chief  belonging  to  that  crown.)  So  as  their  great  in¬ 
terdi  is  their  defence  againft  Sweden  •,  and  for  the  reít, 
a  general  peace,  by  which  trafile  increafing,  they 
may  come  in  for  a  filare,  and  lee  their  cuíloms  o-row 
in  the  Sound  and  Norway.  They  reckoned  chiefly  up¬ 
on  their  fupport  from  Holland,  till  feeing  them  fall  in¬ 
to  clofer  meafures  with  us  and  Sweden,  upon  the  triple 

alliance, 
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aMiance,  they  have  tacked  lome  points  nearer  France; 
.and  the  rather,  becaufe  of  the  unkindnefs  grown  in 
the  laft  Dutch  war  between  us  and  them.  Yet,  they 
have  it  at  heart,  that  Holland  has  ever  xifed  them 
infolently,  if  not  lcornfully,  in  the  whole  conrfe  of 
their  creaties  and  alliances,  as  well  as  the  differences 
between  them  about  the  payments  of  theSound  ;  and 
will  be  ever  ready  and  reiolute  in  the  defence  of  Ham- 
borough,  whenever  the  Danés  fliall  have  ftrength  and 
heart  enough  to  attack  it  ;  which  feems  the  chief  anv 
bition  they  have  left  them  abroada 


TH  E  crown  of  Spain  was  in  all  Philip  the  fecond’s 
time,  looked  upon  as  both  the  terror  and  defence 
of  Chriílendom  ;  no  monarchy  having  ever  grafped  at 
lo  great  an  empire  there,  and  at  the  lame  time  purfued 
an  open  war  againít  lo  great  a  power  as  the  Purlcs. 
This  greatnefs  was  grown  .up  by  the  unión  of  the 
houfe  of  Caílile  and  Arragcn,  of  that  of  Burgundy  and 
the  Netherlands.,  with  that  of  Naples  and  Sicily ;  by  the 
acceííion  or  conqueft  of  Portugal;  by  that  of  the  Ju¬ 
dies,  when  their  mines  bled  freíb,  as  they  did  many 
years  after  their  firfh  opening ;  by  the  number  of  brave 
txroops  and  leaders  which  wcre  raifed  and  made  by  the 
-various  and  continnal  wars  of  Charles  Vr.  but  chiefly 
by  the  uninterrupted  fucceíTion  of  three  great  princes, 
Ferdinand,  Charles,  and  Philip;  which  can  never  fail  of 
¡raifing  a  fmall  kingdom  to  a  great,  no  more  than  the 
contrarv  of  bringing  down  a  great  one  to  a  fmall. 

J  o  o 

íBut  whoever  meaíures  the  crown  ot  Spain  now  by  the 
■fcale  of  that  age,  may  fancy  a  man  of  fourícore  by  a 
pidture  drawn  of  him  at  thirty  :  ?Tis  like  a  great  oíd 


tree,  which  has  loít  its  branches  and  leaves,  ct  trunco 
■non  frondibus  efficit  ambram.  Though  no  man  knows, 
whether  out  of  this  oíd  root  a  fucker  may  not  fpring, 
*that  with  a  little  íhelter  at  firft,  and  good  feafons, 
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may  in  time  prove  a  mighty  tree  ;  for  there  feems  ítill 
torcmain  fhength  and  fap  in  the  root  to  furniíh.  a 
fair  growth,  though  not  in  proportion  to  the  firft. 

I  hele  decays  have  been  occafioned  by  folong  a  war 
with  Holland  (fupported  by  all  the  neighbours,  who  en- 
vicd  or  feared  the  greatnefs  of  Spain  ;)  by  the  exhauft* 
ing  in  a  great  degree  of  their  Indian  mines  5  by  that  of 
their  natives,  to  furniíh  the  Indian  conquefls,  and  fe- 
cure  all  their  provinces  both  in  Italy  and  Flanders  •, 
but  mod  of  all  by  two  fucceílions  (which  we  may  at 
leaft  cali)  oí  unaítive  pnnces,  and  the  want  of any  o-reat 
mmiftry  to  repair  either  them,  or  the  minonty  of  this 
king,  in  which  they  ended.  Unlefs  this  crown  out- 
grovv  íts  prefent  weaknefs  by  fome  great  fpirit  rifino* 
up  at  the  Lead  oí  the  monarchy,  who  fhall  digeíf  their 
counfels,  refoim  the  vaíl  and  impertinent  profufions 
of  their  treafures  by  fuppreíllng  all  tinnecefíary  pen- 
fions  and  expnces,  and  redore  the  vigour  of  their  na- 
tion  by  marcial  defigns  and  examples  ;  we  may  reckon 
the  íntereft  of  Spain  to  lie  wholly  in  the  preíervation 
and  defence  of  Flanders  from  France,  of  Sicily  from 
Turks,  and  of  their  Indies  from  us.  Fhat  of  Sicily 
feems  more  remóte,  becaufe  both  Hungary  and  Poland 
is  a  nearer  game  for  the  Turk,  and  will  not  fo  general- 
ly  alarm  01  umte  the  chriftian  pnnces,  as  the  inva- 
fion  of  Sicily,  wherein  France,  as  well  as  Italy,  is  fo  near 
.concerned.  Thejealoufy  of  their  Indies  has  been  much 
nearer  them  fince  cur  poíTeííion  of  Jamaica ;  and  akes 
at  heart  upon  every  fit  which  the  defperate  fallies  of  our 
privateers  there  bring  upon  them.  But  they  hope  to 
mal^e  fair  weather  in  thoíe  leas  by  opening  to  us 
íome  advantages  of  trade  there,  and  by  a  conjundíion 
of  interefts  in  Europe,  which  they  think  the  °Teatneís 
of  France  makes  as  neceífary  to  us  as  to  them? 

.  Their  quarrel  to  France,  by  a  courfe  of  almoft  con- 
tmual  wais  ever  lince  Charles  the  V.5s  time,  by  the  late 
pretenfions  to  Flanders  fet  on  foot  by  France  fince  the 
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death  of  their  laft  king,  and  purfucd  by  the  late  in- 
vafion  (which  the  Spaniards  pretend  to  have  been 
againft  all  faith,  as  well  as  right)  feems  to  be  grown 
wholly  incurable,  though  difíembled  by  the  fenie  of 
their  own  weaknefs,  which  makes  them  rather  willing 
to  deceive  themlelves  with  a  peace  that  they  know 
muíl  fail  them,  than  break  out  into  a  war  they  fear 
muft  ruin  them,  without  the  afiiftance  of  their  neigh- 
bours.  And  this  they  hope  fome  breach  of  the  peace 
at  Aix  on  the  French  fide,  or  other  accidents,  may  one 
time  or  other  engage  for  them.  And  though,  as  they 
ftand  fingle,  their  prefent  intereíl  is  but  bare  defence, 
and  wearing  out  their  king’s  minority  without  further 
loíTes  ;  yet  a  greater  intereíl,  and  far  more  at  heart,  is 
a  war  with  France,  in  conjunólion  with  the  triple  alli- 
anee,  or  at  leaft  with  us  and  Holland.  For  though 
the  peace  holds  yet,  while  France  continúes  fo  great 
forces  and  defigns  on  foot,  the  prefervation  of  Flan- 
ders  will  coíl  Spain  200  m.  pounds  a-year,  befides  the 
revenues  of  the  country.  And  what  is  left  them  in 
thofe  provinces  remains  io  locked  and  interwoven  with 
the  laft  French  conquefts,  that  upon  the  firft  breach 
of  a  war  it  is  all  endangered-,  and  indeed  cannot  be  any 
ways  feeured,  but  by  a  ftrong  diverfion,  which  may 
employ  the  greateftpart  of  the  French  forces  in  fome 
other  places.  Thefe  regards,  and  that  of  being  hardly 
ufed  (as  they  conceive)  by  us  and  Holland,  in  the  peace 
of  Aix,  which  forced  them  to  quit  fo  much  of  their 
country  to  France,  and  of  their  nioney  to  Sweden,  have 
raifed  up  a  party  in  their  council,  that  would  malee  and 
íecure  the  beít  peace  they  can  with  France,  by  a  cef- 
fion  of  Flanders  to  that  crown,  in  exchange  for  other 
provinces  towards  Spain,  and  of  fome  other  preten- 
fions.  But  this  v/ill  not  be  carried  in  a  minority  of  their 
king  ;  at  leaft  without  greater  fears  of  a  fudden  inva- 
íion  from  France,  and  greater  defpairs  of  help  from  us. 
Becaufe,  wheneyer  they  quit  Flanders,  they  muft  be 

content 
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contcntto  íhut  themfelves  up  within  their  mountains 
and  figpify  nothing  more  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Ñor 
cou  d  they  perhaps  long  be  fafe  either  in  Spain  or  Italy 
íí  they  were  there  to  fuftain  all  the  forces  of  France’ 
without  the  great  diveríion  they  have  always  made  by 

.  f  ^  ,rs  5  °ut  oí  wlllc!1  whenever  they  are  mafters  of 
te  field,  they  march  in  four  or  five  days  up  into  the 
very  lile  of  France.  r 

ío  compafs  thefe  two  intereíb,  either  of  defence  or 
?  war  ?"  confederacy,  they  would  faín  engage  Sweden  • 
but  vvill  endanger  this  aim,  by  the  fear  of  venturiná 
their  money  beíore  the  game  begins.  They  reckon 
icrnielves  fu  re  of  Holland  as  far  as  their  defence,  but 
know,  they  wil.l  never  be  brought  to  begin  a  war  with 
I  .  anee.  A  nd  the  oíd  rancours  between  Spaniard  and 
Fauch  are  not  yet  enough  worn  out  of  the  difpofitions 
ot  the  people  or  the  governments,  to  make  room  for 
ludí  an  abío.ute  turn.  Their  great  hope  is  in  England, 
where  their  inclmation  cardes  them  as  well  as  their  in¬ 
terdi.  Befides,  they  think  our  oíd  as  well  as  freíh 
quarrels  with  trance,  and  the  jealoufyof  their  prefent 
growth,  will  temper  us  for  their  turn  at  one  time  or 
Otner  ;  lo  that  their  meafures  will  ever  be  fair  with  us 
but  no  more  towards  preferving  their  peace,  becaufc 

1 '  t,lnk  our  mtereft  as  well  as  our  treaties  will  be 
enough  to  engage  us  fo  far,  without  other  motives  • 
though  to  head  a  war  againft  France,  wherein  both 
Sweden  and  Holland  would  (as  they  think)  follow  our 
paces,  there  is  no  advantage  which  the  crown  of  Spain 
coula  make  us  in  trade,  ñor  money  they  could  fpare 
irom  their  own  neceffities  (in  the  íhare  of  the  quarrel) 
v/hich  tney  would  not  willingly  furnifh  us,  and  truft 
to  the  events  of  a  war  how  uncertain  foever. 


f  |  Vi  l  E  ^tate  of  Holland,  in  point  both  of  riches 
>*-  uFlc  itiength,  is  the  moíl  prodigious  growth  that 

lias 
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has  been  ícen  in  the  world,  if  vve  reckon  it  from  their 
peace  with  Spain  *,  before  which  tíme,  though  their 
torces  were  great  both  at  land  and  fea,  yet  they  were 
kept  down  by  too  violent  exercife  ;  and  that  govern- 
ment  could  not  be  iaid  to  ftand  upon  its  own  legs, 
leaning  always  on  their  neighbours,  who  were  willing 
to  fupport  them  againíl  Spain,  and  fearing  nothingfrom 
a  State  lo  narrow  in  compafs  ot  land,  and  lo  weak  in 
native  íubjetts,  that  the  ftrength  of  their  armies  has 
ever  been  made  up  of  foreign  troops.  But  fince  that 
time,  what  with  the  benefit  of  their  fituation,  and  or- 
ders  of  their  government,  the  conduót  of  their  mini- 
ílers  (drivingon  íteady  and  public  interdi)  the  art,  in- 
duílry,  and  parfimony  of  their  people,  all  confpiring 
to  derive  almoft  the  trade  of  the  whole  world  into  their 
circle  (while  their  neighbours  were  taken  up  either  in 
civil  or  foreign  wars)  they  have  grown  fo  confiderable  in 
the  world,  that  for  many  years  they  have  treated  upon 
anequalfoot  with  all  the  great  princes  of  Europe,  and 
concluded  no  negotiation  wdthout  advantage  :  and,  in 
the  laíl  war  with  us  and  Munfter,  wrere  able  at  the  lame 
time  to  bring  above  an  hundred  men  of  war  to  fea,  and 
maintain  threefcore  and  ten  thoufand  men  at  land. 
Befides,  the  eílabüíhment  or  conqueres  of  their  com- 
panies  in  the  Eaft- Indios  have  in  a  manner  eredted  an- 
other  fubordinate  commonwealth  in  thoíc  parts ;  where 
upon  occafion  they  have  armed  five  and  forty  men  of 
war,  and  thirty  thoufand  land-men,  by  the  modeíteft 
computations.  Yet  the  frame  of  this  State  (as  of 
moft  great  machines  made  for  reít  and  not  for  motion) 
is  abfolutely  incapable  of  making  any  confiderable  en- 
largements  or  conquefts  upon  their  neighbours  :  which 
is  evident  to  all  that  know  their  conftitutions  *,  but 
needs  no  other  argument  befides  their  v/ant  of  native 
fubjecls  to  manage  any  íuch  attempts ;  what  men  they 
can  ipare  being  drawn  fo  wholly  into  their  trade,  and 
their  Eaít-Indies,  that  they  cannot  fo  much  as  furnilli 
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a  colony  for  Surinam,  proportioncd  to  the  fafety  and 
plantation  of  that  place :  and  no  nation  ever  made  and 
held  a  conqueft  by  mercenary  arms.  So  that  the  wounds 
and  fears  they  can  give  their  neighbours,  coníift  in 
point  of  trade  ;  in  injuries  of  infolences  at  fea ;  in  fal- 
ling  with  great  weight  into  a  balance  with  other  prin- 
ces ;  in  protefting  their  rebels  or  fugitives ;  and  in 
an  arrogant  way  of  treating  with  other  princes  and 
ftates,  a  quality  natural  to  men  bred  in  popular  go- 
vunm«.nts,  and  denved  of  late  years  from  the  °reat 
fuccefíes  ct  theirs  under  the  prefent  miniftry.  ° 

It  may  be  iaid  (I  believe)  for  a  maxim,  that  no  wife 
fíate  wili  ever  begin  a  war,  unlefs  it  be  upon  defigns 
of  conquefts,  or  necelTity  of  defence ;  for  all  other 
\vars  íerve  only  to  exhauft  forces  and  treafure,  and  end 
in  untoward  peaces,  patched  up  out  ot  weaknefs  or 
wearinefs  of  the  parties  :  therefore  the  Hollanders,  un¬ 
lefs  invaded  either  at  horne  or  in  Flanders  (which  they 
efteem  now  the  fame  cafe,  if  it  comes  from  France) 
can  have  no  intereft  to  offer  at  a  war,  but  find  their 
greateft  in  continuing  their  courfe  of  traíBc  uninter- 
rupted,  and  enjoying  the  advantages  which,  in  that 
point,  their  induftry  and  addrefs  wiil  gain  them  from 
all  the¡r  neighbours.  And  for  thefe  endsthey  will  en- 
deavour  to  prelerve  the  peace  now  in  being,  andban- 
dy  by  leagues  and  negotiations  againft  any  from  whom 
they  íhall  íear  a  breach  of  it. 

I  hey  will  ever  feek  to  preferve  themfelves  by  an  al- 
liance  with  England  againft  France,  and  by  that  of 
France  againft  England,  as  they  did  formerly  by  both 
againft  Spain.  And  they  will  fall  into  all  conjunflures 
which  may  ferve  to  balance  in  fome  meafure  the  two 
leiTer  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  as  well  as  the 
greater  of  France  and  Spain.  But,  becaufe  they  be- 
a  Oood  arms  are  as  necefíary  to  keep  peace  as 
to  make  war,  they  will  alwavs  be  great  in  their  prepa- 
ratipns  of  that  kind,  cfpeciaíly  at  fea ;  by  which  they 

may, 
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mav  ¡n  all  cafes,  advance  or  fecure  their  trade,  and 
unon  a  war  with  France  make  up  that  way  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  land-forces,  which  a  long  ruft  oí  peace, 
and  afwarm  ofofficers,  preferred  by  the  magiftrates 
in  favour  of  their  relations,  has  brought  to  be  veiy  oif- 
proportioned  in  forcé  to  what  they  aie  in  nurnber. 
They  efteem  themfelves  fecure  trom  Spain  and  their 
Germán  neighbours  (upon  what  has  been  faid  of  the 
prefent  condition  of  thofe  princes)  and  fiom  us,  not 
fo  much  upon  our  late  treaties  with  them,  as  upon 
what  they  take  to  be  the  common  intereft,  which  they 
think  a  nation  can  never  run  over,  and  believe  ís  the 
oppofing  any  further  progrefs  of  the  French  gicatnefs. 
Their  only  danger,  they  apprehend,  is  from  F ranee, 
and  that  not  immediately  to  themfelves,  but  to 
Flanders,  where  any  ñame  would  foon  fcorch  them, 
and  confume  them,  if  not  cjuenched  in  time.  But  in  íe- 
gard  ofthe  weaknefs  of  Spain,  the  üow  motions  ofthe 
Émpire,  the  different  paces  among  the  princes  of  it, 
and  the  diftance  of  Sweden  ;  they  efteem  the  peace  ot 
Chriftendom  to  depend  wholly  upon  his  majefty,  as 
w'ell  as  the  fafety  of  Flanders,  in  cafe  of  a  war.  For  they 
think  France  will  be  dared,  and  never  take  wing,  while 
they  fee  fuch  a  naval  power  as  ours  and  the  Dutch  ho- 
vering  about  all  their  coafts  y  and  lo  many  other  pun¬ 
ces  ready  to  fall  in,  whenever  his  majefty  declaics, 
United  by  the  famejealouñes  or  dangers.  Anci,  if  they 
fliould  open  a  war,  they  forefee  the  conlumption  which 
France  muft  fall  into  by  the  ftop  of  their  wine,  falts, 
and  other  commodities  (now  in  a  manner  wholly  takt  n 
offby  our  two  nations)  and  the  head  that  may  be 
made  againft  their  forces  in  the  field  itfelf,  by  a  body 
of  Englilh  infantry  (fo  much  renowned  abroad.)  So 
as  though  their  firft  intereft  be  to  continué  the  peace, 
while  it  may  be  done  with  any  fafety-,  yet,  when  that 
fails,  their  next  is  to  open  a  war  in  favour  of  Spain, 
and  conjunftion  with  us :  and  the  greateft  they  have  in 
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the  world,  is  to  preferve  and  increafe  their  alliance 

T'r  ,  us,’  which  wiil  make  them  foliow  our  meafures 
ablolutely  in  all  the  prefent  conjunffures. 


PI  E  crown  of  France,  confidered  in  the  extent 
.—  ot  c°untry,  in  the  niimber  pf  people,  in  the 
j  icnes  of  commodities,  in  the  revenues  of  the  kino- 
tne  greatnefs  or  the  land-forces  now  on  foot,  and  the 
growth  of  thoíé  at  lea  (within  thefe  two  years  paft) 
tne  number  and  bravery  of  their  oflicers,  tlíe  conduót 
or  their  mmifters,  and  chiefly  in  the  genius  of  their 
pteíent  king;  a  prince  of  great  afpiring  thoughts, 
unwearied  Application  towhatever  is  in  purfuit,  fevere 
in  the  ínílitution  and  prefervation  of  order  and  difei- 
pline  ;  in  the  mam  a  manager  of  his  treafure,  and  yet 
bountnul  fiom  his  own  motions  where-ever  he  in- 
tends  the  marks  of  favour,  and  difeerns  particular 

mei,I.t ; .  t0  th.ls>  in  the  ñower  of  his  age,  at  the  head 
ox  all  his  arnues,  and  hitherto  unfoiled  in  any  of  his  at- 

e'rjier  at  h°me  or  abroacl :  I  fay,  confidered  in 
all  thefe  circum flanees,  France  may  appear  to  be  de- 

'  >gnedr tor  greater  atchievements  and  empires,  than  have 
ticen  ícen  in  Chriítendom  fince  that  of  Charlemaicrn. 

The  prefent  greatnefs  of  the  crown  may  be  chTefly 
deriveu  trom  the  fortune  it  has  had  of  two  o-reat  minii- 
ters  (Richelieu  and  Mazarine)  fucceedinp-one  another 
between  two  great  kings,  Henry  IV.  and  this  prefent 
prince;  ío  as  during  the  courfe  of  one  unactive  life, 
and  of  a  long  minority,  that  crown  gained  a  o-reat 
deal  of  ground  both  at  home  and  abroad,  inftead  of 
lofing  it,  which  is  the  common  fate  of  kino-doms  up- 
on  thofe  occafions.  r 

The  latter  greatnefs  of  this  crown  began  in  the  time 
of  Lewis  XI.  by  the  ipoils  of  the  houfe  of  Buro-undy, 
and  the  diviíions  of  the  princes,  which  gave  that 
kmg  the  heart  of  atterppting  to  bnno  the  o'oyernment 
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(as  he  callee!  it)  hors  de  page  \  being  before  controuled 
by  their  princes,  and  reftrained  by  their  ftates  ;  and,  in 
point  of  revenue,  kept  within  the  bounds  of  the  king’s 
demefnes,  and  the  fubjeets  voluntary  contributions. 

5Tis  not  here  neceífary  to  obferve,  by  what  difficul- 
ties  and  dangers  to  the  crown,  this  defign  oí  Lewis 
was  purfued  by  many  fucceeding  kings,  like  a  great; 
ítone  forced  up  a  hill,  and,  upon  every  ílacking  of  ei- 
ther  ítrength  or  care,  rolling  a  great  way  back,  often 
to  the  very  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  fometimes  with 
the  deftru&ion  of  thofe  that  forced  it  on,  till  the  time 
of  Cardinal  Richelieu.  It  was  in  this  great  minifter 
moft  to  be  admired,  that  finding  the  regeney  fhaken 
by  the  faítions  of  fo  many  great  ones  within,  and 
awed  by  the  terror  of  the  Spaniíli  greatnefs  without, 
he  durft  refolve  to  look  them  both  in  the  face,  and  be- 
gin  a  war,  by  the  courfe  of  which  for  fo  many  years 
(being  purfued  by  Mazarine  till  the  year  60,)  the  crown 
of  France  grew  to  be  powerfully  armed  the  peafants 
were  accuftomed  to  payments  (which  could  have  feem- 
ecl  neceífary  only  by  a  war,  and  which  none  but  a  luc- 
cesful  one  could  have  helped  to  digeft)  and  grew 
heartlefs  as  they  grew  poor.  The  princes  were  fome¬ 
times  fatisfied  with  commands  of  the  army,  fometimes 
mortified  and  fuppreífed  by  the  abfolutenefs  or  ad- 
dreífes  of  the  miniítry  :  the  moft  boiling  blood  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  was  let  out  in  fo  long  a  war,  or 
wafted  with  age  and  exercife :  at  laft  it  ended  at  the 
Pyrenees  in  a  peace,  and  a  match  fo  advantageous  to 
France,  as  the  reputation  of  them  contributed  much 
to  the  authority  of  the  young  king,  who  was  bred 
np  in  the  counfels,  and  ferved  by  the  tried  inftruments 
of  the  former  miniftry  ;  but  moft  of  all  advantaged 
by  his  own  perfonal  qualities,  fit  to  make  him  obeyed, 
grew  abfolute  mafter  of  the  faólions  of  the  great  men, 
as  well  as  the  purfes  of  his  people.  In  the  beginning 
of  his  minority,  the  two  difputes  of  the  pope.about 

the 
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íhe  óutrage  of  the  Coríi,  and  with  the  king  of  Spaift, 

tje  enc»unter  at  London,  between  the  count 
1J  iiítrades  and  the  barón  de  Banteville  (ambafladors 
írom  thofe  crowns)  both  carried  fo  high,  and  both 
encled  io  honourably,  and  to  the  very  will  of  France 
were  enough  to  give  a  young  prince  the  humour  and’ 
appetite  of  trymg  yet  further  what  there  was  could  op- 
poie  him.  The  invafion  and  eafy  fuccefs  in  FJanders 
íed  his  glory,  and  increafed  the  reputation  of  his  pow- 
er,  till  this  career  was  interrupted  by  the  peace  at  firft 
then  the  alliances  between  us  and  Holland,  and  after- 
wards  the  peace  at  Aix,  and  the  triple  alüance  con- 
tracted  purpofely  to  fecure  it ;  fince  which  time  the 
counfels  of  that  court  have  turned  wholly  from  a&í- 
on  to  negotiation  •,  of  which  no  man  can  yet  fee  the 
luccefs,  ñor  judge  whether  it  may  not  be  more  profpe- 
rous  to  them,  than  that  of  their  arrns. 

If  there  were  any  certain  height  where  the  flights  of 
power  and  ambition  ufed  to  end,  one  might  imagine, 
that  the  intereft  of  France  were  but  to  conlerve  its  pre- 
fent  greatnefs,  fo  feared  by  its  neighbours,  and  fo 
glonous  m  the  world  :  but  befides  that  the  motions 
and  delires  of  human  mmds  are  endleís,  it  may  per- 
haps  be  neceífary  for  France  (from  refpefts  within)  to 
have  fome  war  or  other  in  purfuit  abroad,  which  may 
amufe  the  nation,  and  keep  them  from  refledtino-  up- 
on  their  condition  at  home,  hard  and  uneaíy  to  all  but 
iuch  as  are  in  charge,  or  in  pay  from  the  cóurt.  í 
do  not  fay  miferable  (the  term  ufually  given  it)  becaufe 
no  condition  is  fo,  but  to  him  that  efteems  it  fo ;  and 
if  a  paifan  of  France  thinks  of  no  more  than  his  coarfe 
bread  and  his  onions,  his  canvas  cloaths  and  wooden 
¿hoes ;  labours  contentedly  on  working-days,  and 
dances  or  plays  merrily  on  holy-days  ;  he  may,  for 
ought  I  know,  live  as  well  as  a  boor  of  Holland,  who 
is  eiiher  weary  of  his  very  eaíe,  or  whoíe  cares  of  m  ow- 
ing  ftill  richer  and  richer  waíle  his  life  in  toils  at  land, 
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or  dangers  at  fea ;  and  perhaps  fool  him  fo  far,  as  to 
make  him  enjoy  lefs  of  all  kind  in  his  riches,  than 
the  other  in  his  poverty. 

But  to  leave  ftrains  of  philofophy,  which  are  ill 
mingled  vvith  difcourfes  of  interdi :  the  common  people 
of  France  are  as  little  confiderable  in  the  government, 
as  the  children  ;  fo  that  the  nobles  and  the  foldiers 
may  in  a  manner  be  efteemed  the  nation •,  whofe  in- 
tereft  and  hopes  carry  them  all  to  war ;  and  whatever 
is  the  general  humour  and  bcnt  of  a  nation  ought 
ever  to  be  much  confidered  by  a  (late,  which  can  hard- 
lymifcarryin  the  purfuit  of  it.  Befides,  the  perfonal 
difpofitions  of  the  king,  aftive  and  afpiring,  and  ma- 
ny  circumílances  in  the  government  (fitter  for  perfons 
of  that  court,  than  ítrangers  to  pretend  the  know- 
ledge  of :)  the  continual  increafe  of  their  forces  in  time 
of  peace,  and  their  frefh  invafion  of  Lorrain,  are 
enough  to  perfuade  moít  men,  that  the  defign  of  this 
crown  is  a  war,  whenever  they  can  open  it  with  a 
profpeót  of  facceeding  to  purpofe  ^  for  their  counfels 
are  too  v/ife  to  venture  much  uport  the  hopes  of  little 
gains.  What  the  aims  of  France  are  in  this  kind,  I 
w-ill  not  pretend  to  judge  by  common  fears  or  the 
fchemes  of  men  too  ingeniouíly  politic  ;  ñor  perhaps 
can  any  one  tell  any  more  than  a  man  that  leaps  into 
the  water  in  ftrength  and  vigonr,  and  with  pleafure, 
can  fay  how  far  he  vvill  fwim ;  which  will  be,  till  he 
is  ftopped  by  curren  ts  or  accidents,  or  grows  weary, 
or  has  a  mind  to  do  fomething  elle.  One  may  judge, 
that,  i  i  France  will  begin  a  war,  it  would  be  natural- 
ly.upon  Flanders,  unlefs  difcouraged  by  the  fame  alli- 
ances  which  prevailed  with  them  to  end  the  lafl ;  fo 
as  the  plain  prefent  intereft  of  France  is  one  way  or 
other  to  break  the  conñdence  or  the  forcé  of  that  triple 
alliance,  which  alone  feems  to  bound  their  profped:, 
which  way  foever  they  look  :  and,  if  once  laid  open, 
they  have  the  world  and  their  fortunes  before  them  ; 
\ol,IL  which 
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which  is  enough  for  a  crown  that  has  fo  much  forcé, 
and  fo  much  conduft  to  manage  them.  Having  little 
hopes  oí  breaking  this  on  the  Dutch  íide,  and  know- 
ing  the  Swede  will  follow  our  meafures  in  it,  we  may 
be  fure  of  ail  addrel's,  and  all  the  courtíhip  that  can 
any  way  be  infufed :  and  in  íhort,  all  forts  of  en- 
deavours  and  applications  that  can  be  ufed,  to  break 
in  on  ours.  Which  feems  to  be  the  prefent  game  of 
that  crown,  and  that  they  will  begin  no  other  till  they 
fee  an  end  of  this. 


FLanders  cannot  be  confidered  diftind  from  Spain 
in  the  government,  but  may  in  the  inclinations  of 
the  people,  which  muft  ever  have  a  great  influence 
upon  it.  They  are  the  beft  fubjeds  in  the  world,  but 
may  have  lome  reafon  to  be  weary  of  being  the  theatre 
of  almoíl  perpetual  wars ;  and  where  thofe  two  mio-hty 
crowns  have  fought  fo  many  battles,  and  feem  to 
have  ftill  fo  many  more  to  fight,  if  the  neighbour- 
affiftances  fall  in  to  balance  their  powers,  now  fo  un- 
equally  matched.  Therefore  the  intereft  of  the  inha- 
bitants  of  thofe  Spanifh  provinces  feems  to  be,  either 
that  the  prefent  peace  lhould  be  kept  inviolate  by  the 
ftrength  and  reputation  of  the  prefent  alliances  ;  oí¬ 
dle,  that  a  war,  when  it  opens,  fhould  have  a  fudden 
iíTue,  which  might  be  expeded,  either  from  the  French 
conqueít,  or  a  propofition  of  exchange.  They  are 
naturally  averfe  from  the  French  government,  as 
they  are  inclined  to  the  Spaniíh  ;  but  have  fo  little 
kindnefs  for  the  Fíollanders,  or  eíleem  of  their  land- 
forces,  that  they  hardly  either  hope  or  care  to  be  fav- 
ed  by  their  aííiftances.  So  as  the  reputation  of  his 
maieíly’s  proteófion  and  alliance  is  all  that  can  infpire 
them  with  the  hopes  of  a  laífing  peace,  or  the  cou- 
rage  to  deferid  themfelves  by  a  war. 


FROM 


ofthe  Empire,  Sweden,  D enmar k ,  &c.  227 

FR  O  M  the  furvey  of  all  thefe  leveral  intereíis, 
and  torces,  and  diípofitions  that  compofe  the  pre¬ 
fent  ftate  of  all  our  neighbouts,  it  may  be  naturally  and 
unqUeítionably  conceded,  that  a  continuance  of  the 
prefent  meafures,  the  opening  of  new  ones,  or  an  ab- 
iolute  revolution  of  all,  depends  wholly  upon  thofe 
his  majefty  íliall  take  or  purfué  in  this  great  conj une- 
ture,  wherein  he  feems  to  be  generally  allowed  for 
the  fole  arbiter  of  the  aífairs  of  Chriñendom. 

_  _ ■»  ¡  \  >  »  1  • 

OUR  intereft  abroad  muíllie  in  one  of  thefe  points. 
Either  to  preferve  our  prefent  allíances,  and  there- 
by  the  peace  of  Chriftendom  as  it  now  ftands  : 

Or  to  éncourage  France  to  an  invafion  of  Holland, 
with  aíTurance  of  our  neutrality  : 

Orelíe  tojoin  with  France  upon  the  adv’antages  they 
can  oífer  us  for  the  ruin  of  the  Dutch. 

Upon  the  firíl  is  to  be  confidered,  whether,  with  a 
longer  peace,  the  power  of  France  and  Holland,  with 
fo  great  revenues,  and  fuch  application  as  is  feen  in 
their  governments,  will  not  increafe  every  year  out  of 
proportioh  to  what  ours  will  do;  the  revenues  of 
France  arifing  originally  from  the  vent  of  their  native 
commodities,  and  thofe  of  Holland  growing  wholly  oüt 
of  trade,  anc|  that  out  of  peace. 

Upon  the  fecond,  v/hether  France  will  ever  refolve 
upon  the  invafion  of  Holland,  or  Holland  upon  its  own 
reíolute  defence,  without  our  íliare  in  the  vvar  ;  which 
wóuld  otherwife  leave  us  to  enjoy  the  trade  ofthe  world, 
and  thereby  to  grow  vaílly  both  in  ílrength  and  trea-' 
fu  res,  whilft  both  thefe  powers  wcre  breaking  one  an- 
other.  Or  whether  the  jealoufy  of  fuch  a  defign  in  us 
would  not  induce  France  and  Holland,  either  before  a 
war,  or  foon  aíter  it  begins,  to  cloíe  upon  fome  meafures  ’ 
between  thein  to  our  difadvantage,  as  we  and  Fíolland 
did  aíter  the  laft  war,  to  the  difadyantage  of  France. 

0,2  Upon 
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Upon  the  laft,  whether,  by  the  ruin  of  Holland, 
we  can  reap  as  great  advantages,  as  France,  (though 
perhaps  greater  were  neceiTary  to  make  fome  equality 
in  our  powers.)  And,  to  gain  a  fair  proipeít  oí' this, 
Jt  muít  be  confidered,  whether  Hoíland  upon  its  fall 
would  grow  an  acceffion  to  the  French  or  to  us  i 
or  live  under  the  prince  of  Orange  as  a  fovereign 
prince,  with  our  fupport  or  proteftion.  Whether 
France  would  be  contení  with  either  of  thefe  laft ;  or 
to  lee  us  grow  abfolute  mafters  of  the  fea,  by  the’ fall 
or  fubjection  ofHolland,  any  inore  than  by  their  con- 
junCtion  and  alliance.  Whether  we  could  be  able  to 
defend  the  mai  itime  provinces,  either  in  our  ovvn  fub- 
jeétion,  or  in  that  oí  the  prince,  whilft  France  remain- 
ed  poílefled  of  al  i  the  outworks  of  tliat  State,  which  are 
their  inland  provinces,  their  towns  in  Brabant  and  upon 
the  hiñe:  wnether  we  could,  on  the  other  fide,  hinder 
the  acceílion  oí  tíoliand  to  france,  either  as  íubjedts  in 
a  maritime  province  (with  great  privileges  and'immu- 
nities  fot  continuance  and  encouragement  of  trade)  or 
as  an  inferior  and  dependant  ally  under  their  protec- 
tion.  Whether  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  our  government 
would  have  credit  enough  in  Holland  to  invite  their 
fhipping  and  traders  to  come  over  and  fettle  in  Eng- 
land,  and  fo  leave  thole  provinces  deftitute  of  both. 
Whether  it  be  poffible  to  preferve  Flanders  after  the 
lofs  of  Holland  ;  or,  upon  the  conqueft  of  thofe  coun- 
tries  by  France,  for  us  to  preferve  our  peace  or  good 
intelligence  with  that  king  •  or  upon  a  war  to  defend 
ourfelves,  either  by  our  own  forces,  or  the  alliances  of 
our  neighbours. 

But  though  thefe  arguments  may  deferve  the  mol! 
ferious  deliberations  of  minifters  at  lióme  •,  yet  I  know 
they  lie  out  of  the  compafs  of  my  duty,  and  are  im- 
proper  for  the  reprefentations  of  a  man,  the  courfe  of 
whofe  employments  and  thoughts  for  fo  long  a  time 
has  lain  wholly  abroad. 


To 
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To  the  DUKE  o  f  O  R  M  O  N  D, 

Writtm  in  Oclober,  1673, 

Upon  his  Grace’s  deíiring  me  to  give  him  my  Opinión, 

What  vvas  to  be  done  in  thatConjundure. 


TH  E  R  E  never  was  any  conjuncture  wherein 
it  vvas  more  necefiary  for  his  majefty  to  fall 
into  a  courfe  of  wife  and  íteady  ceuníels,  ñor 
ever  any  wherein  it  was  more  difficult  to  advife  him, 
To  make  reflexions  upon  what  is  paft  is  the  part  of 
ingenious,  but  irrefolute  men,  cr  elfe  of  fuch  as  in- 
tend  to  valué  themfelves  by  comparifon  with  others 
whofe  corruptions  or  follies  they  condemn.  But,  in 
all  matters  of  counfel,  the  good  and  prudent  part  is  to 
take  things  as  they  are  (lince  the  paft  cannot  be  re- 
called)  to  propofe  remedies  for  the  prefent  evils,  and 
provifions  againft  future  events. 

The  king  finds  himfelf  engaged  in  the  fecond  year 
of  a  war  with  the  Dutch,  and  for  profecution  thereof 
in  a  ftriót  alliance  with  France ;  and  now  in  danger  of 
being  entangled  in  the  quarrel  broken  out  upon  this 
occafion  between  France  and  the  houle  of  Auftria.  In 
this  ftate  of  affairs,  it  is  to  be  confidered  whether  we 
can  purfue  our  war  with  Holland,  and  yet  preferve  our 
peace  with  Spain  •,  whether  we  are  ab!e  to  maintain  the 
war  with  both  in  conjunftion  with  France  ;  and  if  not, 
what  there  is  left  for  his  majefty  to  do,  with  the  beft 
regard  to  his  honour  and  fafety. 

QL3 
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.  r’or  the  ñríl>  we  íhall  foon  be  out  of  doubt ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  ’tis  very  unlikely  that,  upon  the  late 
conjunction  between  Holland  and  Spain,  the  Dutch 
íhould  have  obliged  themielves'to  malee  no  peace  with- 
out  tne  ín eluden  of  their  allies;  and  that  Spain  íhould 
not  have  yielded  to  break  with  us,  in  cafe  they  could 
not  eficót  a  peace  between  us  and  Holland  ;  fince  the 
Dutch  know  nothing  could  farther  induce  us  to  it,  than 
the  fear  of  a  breach  with  Spain,  and  fo  great’a  lofs 
ol  trade  in  thofe  dominions.  The  Spaniards  have  but 
one  temptation  of  their  own  to  quarrel  with  us,  which 
ts  an  cccaíion  of  recovering  Jamaica;  for  that  has  eveñ 
lain  at  their  hearts,  and  ’tis  to  be  feared  their  conjunc- 
tion  with  holland  ñas  not  been  perfefted  without  early 
meafures  between  them  for  the  furprife  of  that  ifland 
unlefs  our  care  has  been  as  early  in  providing  for  its 
defence.  And  if  we  íhould  lofe  ir,  I  forefee  little  hurt 
we  could  do  Spain  in  their  Indies.guardedasthey  would 
be,  and  attended  by  the  íhipping  of  the  Dutch.  But 

his  majefty  will,  I  fuppofe,  ibón  knowfrom  Spain  what 
he  is  to  truft  to  in  this  point. 

í  ojudge,  whether  upon  a  breach  with  Spain  we  are 
able  to  maintain  the  war,  muft  be  coníidered  thepre- 
ítnt  (late  oí  the  king  s  treafure,  the  rife  or  fall  that 
may  happen  in  his  conílant  revenue  by  the  Spanifo  war, 
tne  hopes  that  may  be  grounded  upon  fupplies  from 
r  i  anee,  the  anutance  or  mealure  of  thofe  expefted  from 
the  pafliament,  the  credit  of  the  exchequer  to  raife 
prelent  money  where-ever  any  of  th efe  fall  foort,  and 

the  humour  ot  the  nation  towards  carrying  on  or  end- 
ing  the  war. 


For  the  prefent  fíate  of  the  treafury,  the  king  beft 
knows  it  himíelf,  or  his  officers  can  beft  oive  the  ac- 
count.  For  the  changes  that  may  happen  in  his  re¬ 
venue,  ’tis  evident  they  muft  be  much  for  rhe  worfe 
the  very  firft  year  of  a  Spanifo  war.  The  Sn 

. ‘b  chichis  the  cuiloms,  muft  y/ither away 
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in  a  very  great  meafure,  fince  all  the  trade  in  a  man¬ 
ner  left  us  upon  the  Dutch  war  (that  has  turned  to 
any  account)  has  been  that  with  Spain  and  into  the 
Straits  :  the  firíl  upon  a  Spaniíh  war  will  be  wholly 
loíl  *,  the  laíl  can  neither  be  fecured  by  our  own  con¬ 
voy  s,  ñor  by  the  French  fleets  in  the  Mediterranean, 
from  the  Dutch  capers  that  will  fill  the  Spaniíh  havens, 
and  from  thofe  of  Bifcay,  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Corfica, 
Majorca,  which  in  all  wars  have  been  the  nefl  of  pi- 
caroons ;  fo  that  no  way  feems  left  of  beginning  this 
war,  but  as  the  Dutch  began  theirs,  by  leaving  off  all 
trade  in  the  nation  while  it  laíls.  But  the  cafe  is  very 
diíferent  between  them  and  us  ;  for  they  have  ítill  a 
trade  left  from  the  North,  which,  running  upon  a 
fandy  coaílfrom  Hamburg,  is  fecured  from  our  fleets; 
and  they  have  driven  a  great  commerce  by  collufion  with 
the  Swedes,  Danés,  Hamburghers,  Bremeners,  and  Fie- 
miíh,  ever  fince  the  war  began.  Befides,  the  hearts 
of  their  people  (which  would  otherwife  have  funk  by 
the  lofs  of  trade)  have  been  kept  up  by  the  ncceílity 
of  their  defence,  by  the  laíl  extremities  which  were 
threatened  them  from  the  war,  and  by  the  general  opi¬ 
nión  of  juítice  in  their  caufe,  both  from  thefe  circum- 
llances,  and  the  manner  of  ours  and  of  the  French  be¬ 
ginning  the  war. 

This  makes  the  States  content  to  impofe,  and  the 
people  to  fuffer,  the  utmoft  payments ;  and  befides, 
in  a  manner  all  men  of  fortunes  among  them  have  a 
great  part  of  their  eílates  lying  in  the  cantores  of  the 
States  or  the  Provinces,  which  would  all  be  loíl  upon 
the  conquefl  of  their  country  ;  fo  as  they  will  lend  to 
the  laft,  for  fecuring  fo  much  as  is  alreadv  in  danger. 
And  thefe  are  circumflances  which  will  not  be  found 
in  our  difpofitions  or  conflitutions. 

For  fupplies  from  France,  it  muíl  be  confidered 
how  their  money  has  been  drained  out  of  that  kingdom 
fince  this  war  began,  by  their  payments  to  us,  and  to 

'  0.4  Sweden, 
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Sweden,  to  the  bifhops  of  Cologne  and  Munfter,  and 
lome  other  princes  of  Germany ;  by  their  armies  in 
Germany,  and  the  new  conquefts 'in  Holland ;  all  which 
returns  no  more  into  France,  as  money  did  in  their 
former  wars  with  Spain,  that  were  tríade  chiefly  upon 
theii  confines  •,  for  then  the  pays  of  their  armies  being 
made  only  in  the  winter-quarters,  which  were  in 
France  or  íts  frontiers,  the  money  feli  back  again  into 
the  circulation  of  their  own  country :  yet  now  their 
expence  muft  upon  a  Spanifh  war  be  increafed  by  new 
armies  in  Catatonía  and  Italy,  and  new  fleets  in  the 
Mediterranean ;  ib  that  all  theíe  circumftances,  with 
the  general  decay  of  trade  by  the  war,  muft  in  few 
years  time  leave  that  kingdom  poorer  than  it  has  beeri 
this  age;  and,  where  money  is  not,  the  king  of  France 
himíelf  cannot  have  it. 

For  what  fupplies  may  come  from  the  parliament 
towards  carrying  on  the  war,  fome  few  days,  I  fup- 
pofe,  will  inform  us ;  and  no  meafures  can  be  taken 
unlefs  by  what  paffed  in  the  former  feftion,  which  was 
not  very  favourable  to  that  defign. 

For  the  credit  of  the  exchequer  (at  leaft  to  any 
tn cafare  that  may  fupply  the  courfe  or  neceflities  of  a 
war)  I  fear,  it  is  irrecoverably  loft  by  the  laft  breach 
wrth  the  bankers :  ror  credit  is  gained  by  cuftom  and 
courie  of  time,  and  íeldom  recovers  a  ftrain ;  but,  if 
broken,  is  ntver  well  ict  again.  I  have  heard  a  great 
exampie  giren  oí  th is  (by  fome  of  our  merchants) 
that  happened  upon  the  laft  king’s  feizing  200000 A 
that  was  in  the  rnint  about  the  year  38,  which  had 
then  the  credit  or  a  bank,  and  for  feveral  years  had 
been  the  treafury  of  all  the  vaft  payments  tranfmitted 
from  Spain  to  Fianders.  But,  after  this  invafion  of  it, 
though  the  king  paid  back  the  money  within  very  few 
n.ontns,  tne  mine  has  never  lince  recovered  its  cre- 
‘  nong  foreign  merchants. 


dit  ar 
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If  the  bufinefs  of  money  íhould  happen  to  go  lame 
upon  any  or  all  of  thefe  feet,  then  all  that  will  be  left 
to  carry  on  the  war  is  the  humour  of  the  nation  :  and 
that  fometi-mes  may  go  farther  than  any  treafures,  if 
fpirited  by  hatred  or  revengo,  by  the  love  of  religión 
or  liberty,  or  the  neceffity  of  defence  :  but  the  good- 
will  of  the  nation  to  the  prefent  war  (as  it  was  fore- 
feen  by  thofe  who  gave  the  defperate  counfels  of  be- 
ginning  it  with  the  proroguing  of  the  parliament,  and 
itopping  of  the  exchequer ;  fo  it)  has  been  fince  but 
too  much  experienced  by  the  fucceíles  have  attended 
it,  which  will  ever  depend  upon  the  humours  and  o- 
pinions  of  thofe  that  ferve,  as  well  as  the  abilities  and 
condudt  of  thofe  that  command ;  and  not  to  fpeak  of 
thofe  incurable  jealoufies  which  have  been  fo  generally 
raifed  or  infufed  into  the  people  aboutthe  firft  defigns 
of  this  war,  and  fo  much  increafed  by  the  profeffions 
or  aótions,  or  at  leaft  the  general  reputation,  of  thofe 
who  pafs  for  the  chief  authors  of  it :  5tis  at  leaft  ob- 
fervable,  that  after  fo  long  hoílility,  and  four  battles, 
yet  the  nation  does  notfeem  at  all  to  be  angry,  though 
that  is  the  firft  thing  fhould  be  brought  about,  if  we 
would  have  men  fight. 

Ir  is,  i  doubt,  little  to  be  hoped,  that  a  breach  with 
Spain  fhould  make  us  any  kinder  to  the  war  than  wre 
were  before  $  fince  that  muft  grow  wholly  upon  occa- 
lion  of  the  French,  we  having  no  quarrel  there  of  our 
own.  And  our  kindnefs  to  France  will  ípirit  us  as  little 
as  our  hatred  to  Spain,  at  leaft  till  their  fortunes 
change,  and  the  balance  rife  again  on  the  Spanifh  fideT 
which  has  rifen  fo  lcnn;  and  to  fuch  a  heio-ht  on  the 
rrench ;  for  by  the  courfe  of  human  nature  there  will 
ever  be  a  degrée  of  hatred  mingled  with  fear,  and  of 
kindnefs  with  compafiion. 

Upon  the  furvey  of  thefe  provifions  and  difpofitions, 
it  muít  be  concluded  necefiary  for  his  majeíty  either 
to  make  a  peace,  or  elfe  to  turn  the  war  direétly  up¬ 
on 
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enáÍíSrl  °f  hT°Ur’  JuñÍCe’  and  fafeT>  ^  may 
Y^e  °ot  1  the  parliament  and  nation  in  the  fupporr 

and  .profecution  o f  the  war.  And  ro  r  í  M  PP  u 
niuít  at  leafc  offer  at  a  peace,  and  upon  terms  into  which 
the  humour  and  fpirit  ofthe  nation  will  run 

and  c6  ?on)un6tlon  now  perfeded  between  Holland 

•  i*310)  •  eem?  t  iC  happieft  thing  that  could  have 
arnvedtolns  nta^fty’s  aña, rs  upon  this  occafion  for 

.whnft  holland  ílood  alone,  m  cafe  wehad  been  forced 
to  ofíerat  any  meafures  with  them,  France  mio-ht  un- 
on  tn,e  jealoufy  have  been  before  us,  and  flippino- 
one  knot  rmght  have  tied  another  in  th  ee  daysdme 
l>ut  now  the  intereíls  ofthe  Empire,  Spain,  aíd  Lol 
ram  are  woven  togetherwith  tholb  of  íLland  it  w°  U 

a  and  eaíy  work  to  adjuft  thofe  of  France 
v-ith  the  Emperor  m  the  mattersof  Alfana,  with  Spain 
m  anoers,  or  the  duke  of  Lorrain  in  thatdutchy- 
.ñor  is  the  conjundion  between  Holland  and  their  a  lies 

S,  bl'0ke”’  ™!ffS  by  the  revolutions  of  war 
the  Dutch  come  to  apprehend  anearand greater  danoer 

f¡om  Spasn,  in  which  cale  they  will  not  fail  of  return- 
tng  to  their  oíd  meafures  with  France. 

The  firft  pace,  which  ítems  neceífary  for  his  maieftv 

t°  make  1S  ro  fijj  int0  0Qnfidence  .w¡t£  Spain  aTílr  as 

nemr  h  •  by  fUr“S  them  he  ^folves  upon  a 
nemrJity  in  tne-war  between  them  and  France ;  that 

/he  comes  to  a  peace  with  Holland,  he  intends  it  íhall 

H,S  k7  tf;eir  medianon ;  and,  if  that  be  effeded,  he 

wid_  employ  tus  own  towards  the  general  peace  of 

’  hi'ftendom,  and  particularly  that  between  France 
and  Spain.  u 

i  he  next  point  is  to  refolve  upon  the  conditions  ne- 
cedary  to  a  peace  5  the  beft  way  to  this,  is  to  feek  with- 
out  paiEon  where  the  juítice  lies,  and  the  true  interefts 
C;  ti!  tnaE%  £  crowns,  as  it  is  generally  underftood  ’ 

v'  °  W  )1(5a  Ííte  /Cíl^e  °f  parliament  is 

■n  oe;i.  u.,umony  ;  ior  their  concurrence  will  give 


vyeight 
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weio-ht  to  his  demands  of  peace,  or  to  the  íupport  of 
a  war. 

Between  us  and  Holland,  the  points  of  juftice  muft 
be  grounded  upon  the  infraólion  of  treaties,  and  fo 
will  reach  only  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  fiagand  of  Suri- 
nam.  For  the  flag,  it  has  been  agreed  by  three  feveral 
treaties  in  the  fame  form  ;  but,  the  articles  ftill  refer- 
ring  to  former  ufe,  it  remains  to  difcufs  and  agree  par- 
ticulariy  what  that  has  been,  and  to  explain  the  man- 
ner  and  circumftances  of  obferving  it.  Without  this, 
no  peace  we  can  have  will  feem  to  be  made  with  inten- 
tions  to  keep  it  long,  while  the  interpretation  of  that 
article  about  the  flag,  is  a  ground  at  pleafure  for 
opening  a  war.  And  this  point  can  only  be  gained 
by  a  feparate  peace  between  us  and  Holland  *,  for  if  the 
war  fhould  come  to  end  in  a  general  treaty,  like  that 
of  Munfter,  as  his  majefty’s  intereft  would  be  lefs  con- 
íidered  in  a  crowd  of  fo  many  others,  and  would  hardly 
be  fuffered  to  obftruít  a  general  peace  ;  ío  this  right  of 
the  flag,  in  particular,  would  be  at  leaft  disfavoured, 
if  not  oppofed,  by  our  friends  as  well  as  ourenemies; 
that  is,  by  France,  Sweden,  Denmark,  as  well  as  Spain 
and  Holland. 

The  bufinefs  of  Surinam  is  atrifle,  and  the  difputes 
upon  it  aro  fe  rather  from  an  unkind  and  jealous  hu- 
monr  growing  between  the  nations,  than  from  any  dif- 
ference  or  difficulty  in  adjuíting  it  •,  fo  as  that  is  not  a 
thing  v/ill  lie  much  in  the  way,  being  foon  decided  by 
plain  articles  upon  the  furrender  of  the  place. 

There  are  two  points  more  wherein  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  the  nation  is  concerned,  and  ought  to  be 
infiftedupon,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  to  find  a  temper  in 
them,  though  they  can  hardly  be  faid  to  be  points  of 
juftice,  becaufe  they  are  not  regulated  by  treaties.  The 
flrft  is  the  point  of  the  Eaft- India  trade,  wherein  we 
delire  new  agreements  between  us,  upon  fufpicion  of 
what  may  happen,  rather  than  coinplain  of  any  breach 
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in  the  oíd;  and  though  our  Eaft-India  company  never 
mged  their  delires  as  ajuft  ground  for  aquarrel,  yet  a 
great  deal  might  have  been  gained  in  this  point  from 
t.ie  Dutch,  while  they  depended  upon  our  alliance  • 
and  I  iuppofe  may  be  ftill,  if  we  fall  into  it  again.  * 
lile  íecond  is  an  acknowledgment  to  his  maieítv 
for  the  leave  ot  hílnng  upon  his  coafts ;  and  thouo-h 
this  may  not  be  groundcd  upon  any  treaty,  yet,  if  it  ap- 
pear  to  nave  been  an  ancient  right  on  our  íide,  and  cu- 
ítom  on  tneirs,  and  not  determined  or  extin^uilhed  by 
any  treaty  between  us,  it  may  with  juftice  be  infifted 
pn  ;  though  it  will  país  harder  with  the  Dutch  than  any 
ef  the  reít,  who  will  much  eaíier  be  induced  to  buy  ofF 
t  íe  pietence  with  a  great  fum  of  money  at  one  ormore 
payments  than  acknowledge  it  by  a  conftant  tribute. 

.  ^  ie  thing  his  majeftycan  demandfrom  Holland, 
is  money  for  the  charges  of  the  war.  But,  unlefs  the 
jumce  or  neceílity  of  it  were  agreed  on  between  us, 
tnat  will  have  but  a  weak  ground.  And  if  we  expedí 
money,  it  muft  be  to  purchafe  what  is  to  come,  and 

"u05"  r r  Fa'v’  vI^iat  1S  Paí^  >  anc^  it  is  very  probable, 
t  at  if  his  majefty  lliould  reíolve  of  a  peace  with  Hlol- 

land,  to  enter  into  a  mediation  between  France  and 
bpam,  upon  the  evidentpoints  of  juftice  between  them, 
and  to  join  againft  that  crown  which  refufes  the  peace, 
oth  Spain  and  Hoftancl  would  be  content  to  part  with 
tneir  money  upon  fuch  an  agreement.  But  the  mea- 
fure  and  manner  muft  be  left  to  prívate  treaty,  and 
would  depend  upon  the  confidence  between  us. 

Whatevcr,  in  any  of  thefepoints,  or  anyother,  his 
majefty  fhall  be  content  to  releafe,  ought  to  be  done 
«joon  the  latisfadf ion  he  lliould  declare  to  have  received 
in  the  advancement  of  the  prince  of  Orante  to  the 
charges  of  his  anceftors.  But  for  his  majefty  to  infiftv 
upon  anv  furthei  advantages  to  the  prince,  than  are 
.•¡i.eady  devolved  upon  h:m,  would  not  only  ralle  in* 

"» incible  difiiculties  in  cur  treaty  with  the  States,  but 
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preiudice  the  prince’s  affairs  among  them  in  avery  great 
meafure.  And  the  prince,  I  believe,  knows  their  con- 
ftitution  fo  well,  as  to  underftand  it  ío. 

If  upon  good  terms  in  thefe  particulars  a  peace 
can  be  effeded  with  Holland,  the  honour  of  this  crown 
will  certainly  be  provided  for,  and  the  interdi:  oh  ir, 
to  a  higher  degree  than  could  have  been  gained  evcn 
without  the  events  of  a  war ;  lince  we  fhouíd  be  left  in 
peace  to  enjoy  the  trade  of  the  world  while  the  lióme 
of  Auftria  and  Holland  would  be  engaged  in  a  long 
war  with  France ;  and,  whenever  they  grew  weary, 
his  majefty  would  have  the  glory  ai)d  advantage  of  me- 

diating  the  peace.  _  . 

For  the  meafures  to  be  obferved  in  all  this  with 

France,  and  the  preferving  his  majefty’s  honour  on 
that  íide  1  firft,  the  humour  of  the  parliament  as  to 
this  war,  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in  the  trade 
with  Spain,  ought  to  be  repreiented  to  them  as  difli- 
culties  invincible  unlefs  France  can  furnifh  the  charge 
which  the  war  will  coft,  beyond  what  can  be  fpared 
out  of  his  majefty’s  conftant  revenue.  1  lien  his  ma¬ 
jefty  may  propofe  to  them  his  defign  of  neutrality  be- 
tween  them  and  Spain;  which  1  fuppofe  was  not  a 
point  that  entered  into  any  agreements  againft  Holland. 
And  laftly,  he  may  defire  their  confent,  fince  he  can- 
not  profecute  the  war,  to  make  his  peace  with  Holland, 
upon  the  affurance  of  employing  aftervvards  his  me- 
diation  between  them  and  Spain,  in  which  the  concur- 
rence  of  his  parliament  will  make  him  ablc  to  effeít  a 
peace,  as  the  want  of  it  has  made  him  unable  to  purfue 
the  war.  If  France  will  not  confent  either  to  furnifh  us 
with  money  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  war,  ñor  to  our 
neutrality  with  Spain,  ñor  peace  with  Holland,  it  would 
then  be  confidered,  whether  France,  in  the  iike  cafe, 
would  luffer  fuch  a  conjunfture  as  this  to  elcape  them 
upon  any  ties  or  treaties  between  us  •,  or  whether  in- 
deed  any  prince  or  ftate  would  do  fo.  A  conj  un  cture 
■  •  r  whereby 
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whereby  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  maieílv’s 
crovvn  may  be  provided  for  ;  the  trade  of  the'  nación 
railed  to  a  height  it  has  not  reached  before  j  the  paf- 
lionate  bent  and  humour  of  the  people  pleafed,  and 
tneir  jealouíles  m  a  great  meafure  allayed;  the  true 
balance  of  Chriftendom  maintained;  all  the  princes  and 
haces  of  it  (befides  F ranee  alone)  fatisfied;  and,  in 
íhort,  by  which  his  majefty  may  grow  again  infenfi- 
bíy  meo  the  hearts  of  his  people  at  home,  and  into  the 
innuence  upon  all  affairs  of  his  neighbours  abroad. 

It  ís  a  rude  thing  which  is  commonly  faid,  that  we 
may  come  oh  from  France  with  as  much  honour  as 
we  carne  on  :  but  it  is  a  true  thing,  that  he  has  al- 
ways  the  honour  of  the  war,  that  has  the  advantao-e 
or  it;  and  it  is,  I  doubt,  fo  of  a  peace  too;  and  tfiat 
cannot  fail  us  here,  provided  we  make  fure  of  Spain 
(m  cafe  we  appreliend  our  lofing  of  France)  to  which 
their  ailpofitions  and  interefts  muft  certainly  concur 

with  ours  in  all  points,  unlefs  that  of  Jamaica  make 
an  exception. 

All  the  difficulty  his  majeíTy  can  meet  with,  in  chis 
purfuit,  will  be  lome  want  of  reputation  and  truft  with 
tne  govemments  of  Spain  and  Holland,  which  havebeen 
toiied  of  late  by  the  breach  of  our  former  alliances, 
o  much,  as  (they  think)  againft  our  own  interefts  as 
well  as  theirs ;  for  all  treaties  are  grounded  upon  the 
common  belief  that  every  líate  will  be  ever  found  in 
their  own  interefts,  among  which  their  honour  and  ob- 
íervance  of  faith  grows  to  be  one  very  confiderable 
fbecaufe,  wniie  tne  minds  of  men  are  gcnerally  pofteí- 
íed  with  a  behef  or  God  Almighty’s  concernintr  him- 
lelf  in  affairs  here  belovv,  the  opinión  of  iuítice°or  in- 
juftice  in  a  quarrel  will  never  fail  of  havino-  mi<dity 
effeít  upon  the  fucceífes  of  a  war  :)  therefore  our  re¬ 
putation  cannot  any  way  be  fo  far  recovered  with  our 
neighbours,  as  by  their  finding  that  his  majefty’s 
counfels  return  into  the  true  interefts  of  his  kingdom's  •, 

which 
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which  will  make  the  Spaniards  believe  our  meafures 
may  be  firm  with  them,  upon  the  fame  reafon  which 
has  íhaken  them  with  France.  Thus  much  is  certain, 
that  whatever  rneans  will  redore,  or  raife  the  credit  of 
his  majefty’s  government  at  home,  will  do  it  abroad 
too :  for  a  king  of  England,  at  the  head  of  his  par- 
liament  and  people,  and  in  their  hearts  and  interefts, 
can  never  fail  of  making  what  figure  he  pleafes  in  the 
world,  ñor  of  being  fafe  and  eafy  at  home;  and  may 
defpife  all  the  defigns  of  faftious  men,  who  can  only 
make  themfelves  confidered  by  feeming  to  be  in  the 
intereft  of  the  nation,  when  the  court  feems  to  be  out 
of  it.  But,  in  running  on  counfels  contrary  to  the 
general  humour  and  ípirit  of  the  people,  the  king  in- 
deed  may  make  his  minifters  great  fubjefts,  but  they 
can  never  make  him  a  great  prince. 
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Tiie  Publifher  to  the  Re ad er, 

(Prefixed  to  the  fírft  edition  of  thefe 

Memoirs  in  1691.) 

READER, 

rpH  ESE  following  papers  I  obtained  from.  a  perfon  to 

hA’not  thTf  T  "Cf  “  reft°le,  thfem  aSain  5  and  the  author 
I  m,T ’  h?  1  k?r  °/’ en:iuired  after  them  fince  Ihad  them. 

•  t  ]  Tu$  CP  ÍS,’  T|S  but  t0°  PIam  by  the  epiflle,  that  he 
intended  they  íhoulo  not  be  publick  duringhis  life  j  butthou«h 

aveas  great  reiped  for  him,  as  any  man,  yet  Icould  not  be 

oí h,s  mmd  ,n  tb.s  ;  I  think  I  íbould  dothe  World  wron«,  tocon! 

ceal  any  longer  a  treatifeof  fo  much  profo  and  pleafureto  allthat 

]  ,'n’. an  3. 1  h°pe  1  ^la!1  not  be  thoughtto  do  the  author  any  in 

P  ‘ 5  'r  i  Ince  cbarSe  opnot  doing  it  was  notgiven  to 

‘ktTfe  thdt,f  af,y  of  his  friends  can  obtain  of  him 
e  ñifl  and  third  parts  or  thele  Memoirs  that  are  mentioned  in 

them  they  will  go  the  pubirck  a  great  piece  of  fervice :  and  if 
c.,ey  íhould  come  from  the  author**  laft  hand  they  may  chance 
to  bv.  more  corred  than  thefe,  which  look  as  tho’  thev  had 
rever  been  reviewed  by  the  author,  but  jüíl  as  they  fell  from 
his  pen  .  howevér,  I  do  not  femember  to  have  met  witb  a  trea- 
tife  in  any  language  that  I  underftand,  which  in  my  poor  ¡ud«- 
ment  is  written  with  more  candor  andtruth  and  thoroughinfight 
jl-  ‘°Á  j  fTlatt^rs  it  relates,  ftuft  with  greater  variety  of  fubjeds, 
oige.ted  ¡nto  better  order  and  method,  and  expreít  with  more 
dcarnefs  and  fptrit  than  this  i*.  I  lwve  not  therefore,  as  I 
.'n  t  €rei®  "o  necd,  changed  a  word  in  them  i  but  only  wbere 
t  ings  are  faid  in  French  or  Latín,  I  have  tbought  fit  to 
tranílate  them  in  anothercolumn,  or  the  margin  ;  and  if  I  have 
not  done  it  fo  well  as  I  íhould  do,  I  crave  the  reader’s  pardon, 
and  in  all  clfe,  do  not  doubt  of  his  thanks.  I  (hall  fay  no- 
tmng  of  the  author,  who  will  be  known  by  the  firft  pages  of 

Ve  bf°k,;  th<;  tlme  cr  motive  of  its  writing,  which  are 

feen  by  he  epiftle ;  but  only  heartily  pray  to  God  to  «ive  him 
good  health,  and  a  long  life,  that  he  may  continué,  as  he  has 
ever  been,  the  ornament  of  learning  and  to  his  country. 
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To  m  y  SON. 

Jpril,  1683. 

I£)o  not  remember  ever  to  have  refufed  any  thing 
you  have  defired  of  me *,  which  I  take  to  be  a 
greater  compliment  to  you  than  to  myielf-,  lince  for  a 
young  man  to  make  none  but  reafonable  delires,  is  yet 
more  extraordmary  than  for  an  oíd  man  to  think  thcm 
fo.  That  which  you  made  me  fome  time  fince,  and 
have  lo  often  renewed,  I  have  at  laft  refolved  to  com- 
ply  with,  as  well  as  the  reft-,  and,  if  I  liye,  wiil  leave 
you  lome  Memoirs  of  what  has  paífed  in  my  public 
employments,  efpecially  thoíe  abroad,  which  reaTicd 
from  the  year  1665  to  1678  *,  and  run  through  the 
moíl  important  foreign  negotiations  of  the  crown,  with 
great  connexion  of  affairs  at  home  ouring  this  period, 
and  the  revolutions  it  produced.  The  confidence  of 
the  king  my  mafter,  and  of  his  chief  minifters,  as  well 
as  that  of  others  abroad,  gave  me  the  advantage  to 
difcern  and  obferve  the  true  fprings  and  motions  of 
both  •,  which  were  often  miftaken  in  court  and  par- 
liament,  and  thereby  faftened  many  fufpicions,  con- 
fidences,  applaufes,  reproaches  upon  perfons,  and  at 
times  where  they  were  very  undeferved.  Twenty  years 
of  my  life  I  paffed  in  public  thoughts  and  bulinefs, 
from  the  thirty-fecond  to  the  fifty-iecond  year  oí  my 
age-,  which  I  take  to  be  the  part  of  a  man’s  life  fitteft 
to  be  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  his  prince  or  ftate» 
the  reft  being  ufually  too  much  taken  up  with  his  pica- 
fures  or  his  eafe.  The  native  love  of  my  country, 
and  its  antient  legal  conftitutions,  would  not  fuíier 
me  to  enter  into  any  public  affairs,  till  the  way  was 
open  for  the  king’s  happy  refloration  in  1660.^  And  in 
1680,  you  know,  1  lent  you  to  acquaint  the  king  with 
my  refolutions  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  my  lite  like  as 
7  R  2  g°od 
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.good  a  pi  ¡vate  iubjecl  as  any  he  had,  but  never  more 
o  meddle  with  any  public  employment.  All  the  reft 
oí  my  age  before,  and  fince  that  ptriod,  I  have  taken 
no  more  notice  of  what  paffed  upon  the  public  fcene, 
nat  an  oíd  man  ufes  to  do  of  what  is  aded  on  a  thea- 
tre  where  he  gets  as  eafy  a  feat  as  he  can,  entertains 
himfelf  with  what  paíTes  upon  the  ftage,  not  caring  who 
t  e  adors  are,  or  what  the  plot,  ñor  whether  he  goes 
out  before  the  play  be  done.  Therefore  you  muft  ex¬ 
pedí  nothing  from  me  out  of  the  compafs  of  that  time, 
ñor  any  thing  of  that  itfelf  with  much  application  or 
care,  further  than  of  truth.  You  know  how  lazy  I 
am  in  my  temper,  how  uneaíy  in  my  health,  how 
weak  my  eyes,  and  how  much  of  my  time  paíTes  in 
walking  or  nding,  and  thereby  fencing  all  I  can 
againft  two  cruel  difeafes  that  have  for  fome  time  pur- 
Jued  me-,  fo  that  I  doubt  the  fatisfadion  you  exped 
will  be  chiefly  owing  to  ill  health  or  ill  weather,  which 
yet  are  not  hke  to  fail  at  my  age  and  in  our  climate.  For 
the  reír,  ir  you  find  any  thing  either  inftruding  or  di- 
verting  in  what  I  lhall  write  upon  this  fubied,  you 
may  attnbute  it  wholly  to  the  kindnefs  and  efteem  I 
íiav'e  lor  you,  without  which  I  fhould  not  have  mven 
myfelr  the  trouble  of  fuch  recolleólions :  and  as°I  in- 
tend  them  for  your  ufe,  fo  I  deíire  no  other  may  be 
made  o.  them  during  my  Ufe  :  when  that  is  ended, 
neitner  thev  ñor  you  will  be  any  more  in  my  care-,  and 
whatever  I  leave  of  this,  or  any  other  kínd,  will  be  in 
your  anpofal.  I  am  the  gladder,  and  it  is  but  juft,  that 
my  puolic  employments  fhould  contribute  fomething 
to  your  entertainment,  fince  they  have  done  fo  little 
to^your  fortune,  upon  which  I  can  make  you  no  ex¬ 
ornes  -y  twas  a  thing  fo  often  in  my  power,  that  it  was 
never  in  my  thoughts ;  which  were  turned  always  up¬ 
on  how  much  lels  I  needed,  rather  than  how  much 
more.  If  yours  have  the  fame  turn,  you  will  be  but 
.  too  rich  •,  if  the  contrary,  you  will  be  ever  poor. 

MEMOIRS 


(  2 ¿5  ) 


\ 

M  E  M  O  I  R  S 

Of  what  paffed  in 

CHRISTENDOM 

From  1672  to  1679. 


c  H  A  P.  I. 

HAVING  ended  the  firft  part  of  thefe  Memoirs 
with  my  retirement  from  all  public  bufineis 
in  the  year  1671,  which  was  foon  followed  by  the  fe- 
cond  Dutch  war  •,  I  íhall  begin  this  with  the  approaches 

©f  the  peace  in  the  year  1673. 

About  this  time,  after  two  fummers  fpent  in  a  war 
between  England  and  Holland,  with  feveral  encounters 
at  fea,  but  no  decifive  adtion,  both  parties  began  to 
enter  upon  thoughts,  and  indeed  neceflities,  of  a  peace. 
The  nations  had  been  at  war  witnout  being  angry  *, 
and  the  quarrel  had  been  thought  on  both  fides  rather 
of  the  miniftries  than  the  people.  The  Dutch  believed 
it  at  firft  intended  only  againft  De  "Witt  s  fací  ion,  in 
favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange  •,  and  in  Englant 
laid  it  to  the  corruption  or  rniniflers  by  the  money  or 
France-,  andfome,  that  pretended  tothinkdeeper,  laid 
it  to  deeper  defigns.  The  lord  Cliftord  s  violence,  in 
bcmnning  it,  gave  it  an  i!l  air  in  general  j  and  the  '  * 

^  r% 
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ufe  of  parliaments,  a  cruel  maim  in  the  chief  fmews 
or  war. 

The  fubfidies  from  France  bore  no  proportion  to  the 
charge  of  our  fleets,  and  our  ftrength  at  fea  feemed 
rather  leffened  than  increafed  by  the  conjunción  of 
theirs :  Our  feamen  fought  without  heart,  and  were 
more  afraid  of  their  friends  than  their  enemies ;  and 
our  difcontents  were  fo  great  at  land,  that  the  afiem- 
bling  of  our  militia  to  defend  our  coafts  was  thouo*ht 
oerPus  as  an  invafion,  But  that,  which  moft 
preífed  his  majeíty  to  the  thoughts  of  a  peace,  was 
the  refolution  of  Spain  to  declare  war  againft  England, 
as  they  had  done  already  againft  France,  in  favour  of 
Holland,  unlefs  the  peace  were  fuddenly  made  ;  which 
would  have  been  fuch  a  blow  to  our  trade,  as  could 
not  eafily  have  been  fenced,  and  loft  us  that  of  the 
Mediterranean,  as  the  Dutch  war  had  done  that  of  the 
Northern  íeas  *  fo  as  the  neceílity  of  this  conjunCure 
was  only  kept  oíf  by  the  honour  of  our  alliance  with 
France.  However,  that  crown  being  not  able  to  fur¬ 
nia  fupplies  enough  to  carry  on  the  war  without  a 
parliament,  could  not  oppofe  the  calíing  one  upon  this 
occafion.  .  When  the  parliament  met,  though  they 
feemed  willing  to  give  the  king  money,  yet  it  was  to 
make  the  peace  with  Holland,  and  not  to  carry  on  the 
war;  and,  upon  his  majefty’s  demanding  their  ad- 

vice,  they  gave  it  unanimouíly,  that  the  peace  Ihould 
be  made. 

There  were  too  many  parties  engaged  in  this  quar- 
rel  to  think  of  a  general  peace,  though  a  treaty  to  that 
purpofe  had  been  fet  on  foot  at  Cologne,  under  the  me- 
diation  of  the  Swedes,  between  the  minifters  of  the 
Emperor,  Spain,  Holland,  and  fome  princes  of  the 
Empire  on  the  one  part,  and  his  majefty  and  France 
on  the  other,  but  without  any  the  leaft  appearance  of 
fucceís ;  for  though  all  the  confederates  had  a  mind 
tO  the  pe^ce  between  England  and  Holland,  yet  none 

Of 
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of  them  defired  it  with  France.  This  made  both  the 
Dutch  and  the  Spaniards  fet  on  foot  all  the  engines 
they  could,  to  engage  his  majefty  m  lome  treaty  of  a 
feparate  peace  •,  to  which  the  neceíhty  of  his  aftairs, 
the  humour  of  his  people,  and  the  inftances  of  his  pai- 
liament,  at  laft  determined  him,  towards  the  end  of 

Upon  the7firíl  meeting  of  the  parhanaent,  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  to  ingratiate  himfelí  with  the  houfe  o 
commons  (wliofe  ill  humour  began  to  appear  againft 
thofe  they  efteemed  the  chief  authors  of  the  wai)  liad 
defired  leave  of  that  houfe,  that  he  might  be  hcard 
there  in  his  ovvn  defence  upon  that  fubjedt.  In  his 
fpeech,  among  many  endeavours  to  throw  the  odiuni 
of  the  war  from  himíelf  upon  my  lord  rvrhngton,  >e 
defired  that  lord  might  be  aíked,  who  was  the  author 
of  the  triple  alliance  ?  as  if  he  underftood  himielr  to 
be  fo  The  lord  Arlington  coming  afterwards  upon 
the  like  defire  into  the  fame  houfe  of  commons,  and 
anfwering  fome  parts  of  the  duke’s  fpeech;  y.henhc 
carne  to  that  particular,  he  told  them  he  could  eaíj  > 
anfwer  that  queílionot  the  duke  s,  by  telhng  t  icm  t  at 
the  author  of  that  alliance  was  Sir  William  Iemp»e. 
This,  I  fuppofe,  gave  the  occafion  for  reflexions  upon 
what  had  paífed  in  the  courfe  of  my  former  embaffies 
in  Holland  and  at  Aix ;  and  his  majefty,  ana  his  nu- 
nifters,  the  reíblution  to  fend  for  me  out  or  my  prívate 
retreat,  where  I  had  paffed  two  years  (as  I  intendea  to 
do  the  reft  of  my  life)  and  to  engage  me  in  going 
over  into  Holland,  to  make  the  feparate  peace  with 

that  State.  .  _ 

Upon  the  2d  of  February  1673-4,  his  majefty  re- 

ceived  the  certain  advice  of  the  States  havmg  paíied  a 
refolution,  that  the  charges  and  dignities  poffeffed  iy 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  his  anceftors,  íliould  become 
hereditary  to  his  children :  and  at  the  lame  time  ie 
alfo  received  a  letter  from  the  States,  with  the  delire 

R  4 
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to  rSwhifmf^AtZatnTa'S'1' rer°lvcd 
treatand  conclude  a  Lace  Indln  Z  d  P0wer?  t0 
offered  a  fufpenfion  of  íms  Thl  nff  ?me  they 

enter  Into  °t  ^  p.arhlia.ment’s  advice  to'his  majfftyto 

Drocnfid  TyiW!fh?e  Spaniíh  amt>aííádor  víoJthe 
propofitions  he  had  advanced,  and  whichthe  kinehad 

bv  the  *  u° the  parliament>  it  was  not  belfeved 

y  he  mimfters  that  a  treaty  could  be  refufed  with 

out  drawmg  too  much  odium  upon  themfelves  ’and  re 

fk  xion  upon  the  government :  on  the  other  fide  it  was 

what  pra^ces  might  be  fet  on  foX’DuTch 

l’pon  the  general  difcontent  reigning 
aguinít  the  prefent  war.  Therefore,  that  vervKF 

fendnkthS  thanT  ^  at  the  private  J^ro,  to 

ieft  •  and  that  T  íh°  emba%  l,P°n  this  fub- 

ject ,  and  that  I  íhould  be  the  perlón  emploved  Twn 

SnoneTnoXre  f7  “  V  houft  withi"  W 

fta<f ',0  o,dedr  m'  earl  1  Arli"«'°"  M  feX  óf 
i??’  A  ,  der  m7  attendance  upon  his  maieftv  Mv 

^  "OC  ¿Sd  ÍK 

a  r^'Vchrr  p»*""’,™: 

of  for  k  and  ír  T  °Lther  Perp0n  to  be  thought 
mands  ^irh  CC°r  ln®  y  tbe  king  gave  me  com¬ 
ience  m  nt  y/Xprcffions  of  k¡ndneís  and  confi¬ 
to  draw  unPmvareflf°yily  Journey  »  and  the  fecretary 
obev  l  mñ[U&ons-  I  told  the  king  I  would 

o  ey  him,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  to  fee 

is  maje  y  returning  to  the  meafures  upon  which  I 
Síí¡?  krri  ’imi  ub“t>  ‘I»'  I  might  do  ic  the 
the  chJaal^of  í  hTÍa‘ 1  mt!ght «°  owr  mhout 

embarrad  me  °f,.ambalM°r>  which  would  delay  or 
embarrafs  me  with  preparations  of  equipage,  and  with 

ceremonies 
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ceremonies  there,  that  were  unneceflary  to  fo  fudden 
a  difpatch.  His  majefty  thought  what  I  íaid  very 
perrinent,  and  fo  ordered  that  I  Ihould  go  only  as  pie- 
nipotentiary  s  but  that  I  íhould  have  in  all  kinds  the 
appointment  of  ambafíador,  and  that  I  fliouid  ta*c 
upon  me  the  charatter  too  when  the  pcace  was  con- 

cluded. 

Within  three  days  I  was  ready  *,  and,  the  mormng 
my  difpatches  were  fo  too,  the  marquis  of  F  rezno, 
Spaniíh  ambaflador,  fent  my  lord  Arlington  word 
(while  I  was  with  him)that  he  had  rcceived  full  power 
from  the  States  to  treat  and  conciude  a  peace,  and  w  as 
ready  to  enter  upon  it  whenever  his  majefty  pleafed. 
My  lord  Arlington,  lurprifed,  was  at  firft  of  opinión 
the  king  íhould  go  on  in  his  own  way,  and  I  myjour- 
ney,  and  give  the  Spaniards  no  part  in  the  affair  .  I  wa¿ 
of  another  mind,  and  that  befides  the  point  of  honoin, 
which  was  clear  in  having  the  peace  made  rathei  at  Lon~ 
don  than  the  Hague,  I  thought  that  of  inteieft  might 
be  the  better  puriued  when  we  were  fought  to  by  the 
States,  than  when  we  fought  to  tkem  :  befides,  I  be- 
lieved  the  Spaniard  would  play  us  fair  in  a  game  tna* 
he  thought  lo  much  his  own,  and  not  fuífer  the  Dutch 
to  ílop  at  any  fmall  points,  efpecialiy  thoíe  of  hononi  *, 
whereas  that  of  the  flag  (though  fuch)  was  one.  his 
majefty  ought  to  lay  moft  to  heart.  My  loid  Ailing- 
ton,  after  fome  debate,  agreed  with  me,,  and  defned 
me  to  go  immediately  and  acquaint  the  king  witn  this 
new  and  uncxpefted  incident,  whowas  then  at  the  heme 
of  lords.  The  king  feemed  pleafed  with  the  change, 
and  tola  me,  that,  íince  I  did  not  treat  it  at  the  Mague, 
I  íhould  however  at  London ;  and  bid  me  go  and  ac¬ 
quaint  the  marquis  of  F rezno  with  his  refolution,  that, 
if  he  and  i  could  agree  upon  thc  ternas,  the  thmg 
íhould  foon  be  done. 

The  ternas  to  be  infifted  on  were  foon  agreed  by  h:s 

majcíty 
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STof  thíf  fJrd,Sn  C°iIllmittce’  which  was  compo- 

¡f?  r?  1  °í  chanceIlor  Findi,  the  lord  treafu- 
íer,  the  lord  Arlington  and  Mr.  Henry  Coventry  iecre 

tañes  of  fíate,  with  whom  his  majefty  ordered  my  at 

his taiefíU’P°n,  thrI$  afffn  Whei  1  was  inftru^d  of 
'  majefty  s  pleafure,  I  went  to  the  marquis  of  Frez- 

no,  and  at  three  meeungs  l  concluded  the  whole  trea- 

y,  wit  fatis.aéhon  to  his  majefty,  and  tranfport  to 

the  marquis  upon  fo  great  an  honour  as  he  thouaht 

n  to  himfelf,  and  the  fortunes  he  expeted  unoif  ir 

heremaíThe  ^  publ¡C’  need  no 

Sit afThl'  fl , Th  P°Int,s, of  sceateft  difficulty  were 

r  í  rh/p  ,S’rand  thei,eLcalllng  all  Englilh  troops  out 
oí  the  hrench  íervice.  Th.s  laft  was  compofed  by  nr  - 

vate  engagements  to  fufter  thofe  that  were  there  to  wear 

out  without  any  recruits,  and  to  permit  no  new  ones 

to  go  over ;  but  at  the  fame  time  to  give  leave  for 

lucn  kvies  as  the  State  íhould  think  fit  to  make  in  his 

meJní 7  * ÍTT  °P  EnSIifll  »d  Scots  regi- 

P  -  t'  u  The  ?íer  of  rhe  fiaS  was  carried  to  all  the 
height  his  majefty  could  wiíh  ;  and  thereby  a  claim 

of  the  ciown,  the  acknowledgment  of  its  dominión 
ni  the  narrow  feas,  allowed  by  treaty  from  the  moft 
powerful  of  our  neighbours  at  fea,  which  had  never 
yct  b^en  y.ielded  to  by  the  weakeft  of  them,  that  I  re- 

hTf  ’  T,  f  Wh°!e  COurfe  of  our  Pteténce ,  and 
had  ferved  hitherto  but  for  an  occafion  of  quarrel 

wnenever  we  orthey  had  a  mind  to  it,  upon  other 

reafons  or  conjetures.  Nothing,  I  confefs,  had  eveí 

glven  me  a  greater  pleafure,  in  the  greateft  public  af- 

:airs  1  had  run  through,  than  this  fuccefs ;  as  havino- 
been  a  point  I  ever  had  at  heart,  and  in  my  endea^ 
vours  to  gain  upon  my  firft  negotiations  in  Holland  • 
but  found  monlieur  de  Witt  ever  inflexible,  thouah  hé 
agreed  with  me  that  it  would  be  a  rock  upon  which 
our  firme ft  alhances  would  be  in  danger.  to  ftrike  and 

to 
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r  iv  whpnevef  other  circumftances  fell  in  to  malee 
the  ;*ie°  conten.  to  altor  .he  mea  uret :,t 

tad  entered  to  W  ££■*  ‘ ^  thI!gh  ir  was 

/nd  ¡=6 

areateft  Dart  of  it  being  applied  to  the  punce  oru 
range’s  fatisfaftion  fot  t 

ru/ofre  pPeÍe',  as  thefum  given  by  tire  parliamcnt 
uoon  it  and  the  general  fatisfaction  of  his  people  made 
the  eafe  of  it.  SAnd  thus  happily  ended  our  part  of 
á  war  ib  fatal  .0  the  reft  of  Chrlftendom  m  the  con- 
feauences  of  it,  which  no  man  perhaps  now  alive  will 
fee  the  end  of  •,  and  had  been  begun  and  carned  on 
as  far  as  it  would  go,  under  the  mimftry  of  five  men 
v/ho  were  ufually  called  the  Cabal  a  word  unluckily 
falling  out  of  the  five  firft  letters  of  their  ñames  that 
is,  Chfford,  Arlington,  Buckmgham,  Aíhley,  and  Lau- 
derdale.  But  though  the  counfels  and  conduót  of  thde 
men  had  be<mn  the  war  with  two  unufual  ftrains  to  the 
honour of the  crown,  in  the  attack  of  the  Smyrna  fleet, 
and  ftopping  of  the  Bank  >  yet  it  muft  be  allowed  thern 
Jo  have  fucceeded  well  in  the  honours  they  propoíed 
to  themfelves  :  Cliíford  having  gamed  by  it  the  pUe 
of  high  treafurer,  and  title  of  a  barón  ;  Aíhley  the  chan¬ 
cellóos  place,  and  an  earldom  •,  Arlington  an  earldom 
SÍ  .Lgartk  and  Laude, dale  a  dukedonr  wtth  the 
garter.  The  duke  of  Buckingham,  being  already  pof, 
feffed  of  all  the  honours  the  crown  could  give  oí  that 
kind,  contentcd  himfelf  to  make  no  better  a  argain 
in  this  matter  than  he  ufed  to  do  in  all  others  tha 
concerned  him  *  and  fo  pretended  no  further  tnan 
commands  in  the  army.  And  thus  inftead  of  . 
ing  fo  great  a  king,  as  they  pretended  by  this  Dutch 
war  and  French  alliance,  they  had  the  honour  of  mak- 

bg  only  four  great  fubje&s.  .  n  ,  r  a  _ 

After  the  peape  was  made,  fris  majefty  s  firft  ca 

*u  v  •  *  -  was 
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France  ^ínrl^  f[?ke  u  much  as  he  couId  towards 

of  k TthaT  neíde?  f,c  7  r?refendnS  the  neceffities 

timetoofFer  hí  r  &  u°l0Urs)  and  at  the  fame 

in-  ftm  in  fh!  me  aCl?n  ¿etween  the  Pardes  remain  - 

ceoted  r  í  u"*  ?  cale/rance  either  defired  orac- 
upted  ít ;  which  took  up  fome  time  to  determine  Tn 

the  mean  whüe  I  continued  in  the  pofture  and  thoughts 

f  the  Puvate  man  I  was  before  this  revolution  §till 
about  a  week  after  the  whole  conclufion  of  it,  wheñ  mv 
lord  Ariington  told  me  how  kindly  the  kino-  took  of 
me  both  the  readmefs  I  had  expreííed  to  go  Sver  into 
Ho  iand,  and  the  eafinefs  I  ihewed  upon  the  failing  5 
that  commiíTjon,  as  well  as  the  painsand  fuccefs  inSthe 

treaty  wuh  the  Spamfli  ambaíTador;  and,  not  know- 

!n/ran/  thln§  better  he  had  to  give  me,  he  was  refolv» 
ed  to  fe nd  me  ambaíTador  extraordinary  into  Spain  • 

and  to  that  purpofe  immediately  to  recall  Sir  William 
Godoiphm,  the  ordinary  ambaíTador  there,  for  many 
reaíons  that,  he  faid,  made  it  neceffary  in  this  conjunc- 

me1  lCknaWredfd  the  honour  his  maÍeft7  intended 
ie,  but  defired  time  to  give  my  anfwer  till  I  had  con- 

ulted  my  fatner  upon  it,  who  was  then  in  Ireland,  but 

m  the  mtention  of  coming  fuddenly  over  ;  however 

Ioea  !irh  ,Uní"t00k  to  refolve-  My  lord  Arling- 

an  níT  m|e-  íf  i  n?t  exPe<^  any  demur  upon  fuch 
an  oxter,  which  he  took  to  be  of  the  beft  émployment 

the  _king  had  to  give,  and  therefore  he  had  already  ac- 
quainted  the  Spaniíh  ambaíTador  with  it,  who  received 
it  with  great  joy,  and  refolved  immediately  to  mve 
part  of  it  to  the  court  of  Madrid  •,  which  he  was  Ture 
was  already  done,  and  therefore  he  would  reckon  up¬ 
on  it  as  a  thing  concluded ;  though,  for  the  a0od 
graceof  it  to  my  father,  he  undertook  the  kino-  would 
give  me  the  time  I  aíked  to  refolve.  When  f  writ  to 
my  father  upon  this  fubjedf,  he  was  fo  violent  acrainíl 
my  charging  myfelf  withkhis  embafly,  that  I  ?ould 

not 


Mzwoirs fv otH  1672  to  1679*  253 

«ot  find  any  temper  to  fatisfy  him,  and  upon  it  was 
forced  to  make  my  excufes  to  toe  krng.  When  1  1 

fo  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  afíure  me  he  did  not  at 
all  take  it  ill  of  me,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  he 
tended  me  a  better  employment :  that  he  was  at  pre- 
fent  eno-aged  for  the  fecretary  s  place,  upon  my  lord 
Arlington’s  removal  to  chamberlain  •,  but  that  he  re- 
folved  the  next  removal  íhould  be  to  malte rootr 1  f  - 
me  This  1 1  Id  my  lord  Arlington  •,  who  prefently  faid, 
that  he  believed  I  could  not  refufe  the  Spamíh  cmbaffy, 
but  upon  defign  of  the  fecretary  s  place  i  and  lince  I 
defired  it,  and  the  king  fell  into  it  of  himiclf, 
would  play  the  eafieft  part  m  it  that  he  coynd.  He 
was  indeed  agreed  with  Sir  Jofeph  W ilhamfon  for  6000/. 
and  the  king  had  confented  that  he  íhould  enter  upon 
it  at  his  return  from  Cologne,  which  was  eyery  day  ex- 
peded  :  but  yet  he  made  l'uch  a  difFerence  between  the 
perfons,  that  he  would  find  fome  way  to  avoid  1 1  m 
cafe  1  would  lay  down  the  6000 1.  1  afiured  his  lord 
Ihip  I  had  no  fuch  defign,  ñor  fuch  a  fum  of  money 
to  lay  down  while  my  father  enjoyed  the  eftate  of  the 
family  :  that,  if  I  had,  I  íhould  be  very  unwilhng  to 
purfue  it  fo  far  as  to  give  his  lordíhip  any  ftrain  ín  a 
matter  already  promifed  and  concluded  :  and  therefore 
defired  him  to  think  no  further  of  it.  But  he  was  not  of 
opinión  I  could  ftick  at  any  thing  but  the  money,  and 
acciuainted  Mr.  Montague  and  Mr.  Sidney,  who  were 
friends  to  us  both,  with  this  tranfadhon,  and  fet  them 
upon  me  to  bring  it  to  an  ifiue  before  the  other  carne 
over  :  they  both  endeavoured  it  with  great  mítances, 
and  Mr.  Montague  was  fo  kind  as  to  offer  to  lend  m>_ 
the  money,  but  I  was  poíitive  in  refufing  it  ■,  jet  a- 
the  fame  time  I  told  my  lord  Arlington,  that,  not  to 
feem  humorous  in  declining  the  oífers  he  had  made 
me  from  the  king  or  from  himfelf,  I  was  content  they 
íhould  both  know,  that,  if  his  majefty  had  occali- 

on  to  fend  an  embafiy  into  Holland  upon  the  peace, 1 

would 
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would  very  willingly  ferve  him  there,  where  I  knew 
th^  fcene  fo  well.  So  that  matter  ílept  for  the  pre 

In  the  mean  while  France  had  thounht  fit  to  ar- 

cept  and  approve  the  king’s  offer  of  mediation,  that 

01  Sweden  bemg  ended  by  the  aflembly  at  Cologne 

breaking  up  in  expoftulations  and  quarrels  upon the 

empercrs  leizmg  the  perfon  of  prince  William  of 

F  urkemburg,  a  fubjeft  of  the  Empire,  but  an  inftru- 

nunt  01  France,  as  his  brother  the  biíhop  of  Straf- 

burg,  had  been  in  all  the  late  defigns^and  inva- 

iions  of  that  crovvn  upon  their  neighbours.  The  kino- 

tmd  me  that  being  refolved  to  offer  his  mediation 

to  aU  the  confederates,  as  he  had  done  already  to 

1  ranee,  and  finaing  I  had  no  mind  to  engage  in  either 

1  thefe  employments  which  had  of  late  been  offered 

me,  he  was  refolved  to  fend  me  ambaífador-extraor. 

dinary  into  Holland,  to  offer  his  mediation  there,  as 

the  feene  of  the  confederates  common  counfels,  and 

by  their  means  to  endeavour  the  acceptance  of  it  bv 

the  reír  of  the  pnnees  concerned  in  the  war  :  that  I 

knew  the  place  and  períons  better  than  any  man,  and 

could  do  him  more  fervice,  both  in  this,  and  conti- 

nuing  all  goed  correfpondency  between  him  and  the 

btates  which  he  was  refolved  to  preferve  :  that  I 

fhould  have  the  charafter  of  ambaflador-extraordi- 

nary,  ana  the  fame  allowancí  I  fhould  have  had  in 

opain.  Upon  this  offer  I  made  no  demur,  but  imme- 

diately  accepted  it,  and  fo  my  embaífy  was  declared  in 
May  1674. 

But,  to  make  way  to  my  entering  upon  this  great 
feene,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  deduce,  in  íhort  the 
courfe  of  affairs  abroad,  from  the  firft  period  of  th^* 
prefent  war,  to  this  iecond  of  his  majeíty’s  feparate 
peace  with  Holland,  and  the  feveral  difpofitions  amono- 
Me  pames  that  were  likely  to  facilítate,  or  to  crofs° 
the  defign  of  the  king’s  intended  mediation. 
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■  No  clap  of  thunder  in  a  fair  frofty  day  could 

more  aftonifh  the  world,  than  our  declaración  oí  war 

aeainft  Holland  in  1672,  firft  by  matter  oí  faft,  in  íal- 

üno-  upon  their  Smyrna  fleet  •,  and  in  con  equence  o 

that  (however  it  íailed)  by  a  formal  dedarat.on.rn 

which  we  cave  reafons  for  our  quarrel,  while  lian  _ 

contented  themfelves  to  give  no  other  ror  their  pai  t :  o 

k  than  only  the  glory  of  that  king.  i  ue  Dutch 

could  never  be  poffeífed  with  a  belief  that  we  were  m 

earneft  till  the  blow  was  given  ;  but  tnought  oui  un- 

kindnefs  and  expoftulations  of  late,  wou.d  end  at  lai 

either  in  demands  of  money,  or  the  punce  01  Orange  s 

reftitution  to  the  authonty  of  his  ancJfois.  1 

princes  concerned  in  their  íafety  could  no  t  bebe  ve,  that 

after  having  faved  Flanders  out  of  the  nanas  of  F 1  anee, 

we  would  fuffer  Holland  to  fall  into  the  fame  danger 

and  my  lord  Arlington  told  me  at  that  tune,  that 

the  court  of  France  did  not  believe  it  themfelves  «11 

the  blow  was  ftruck  in  the  attack  of  the  Smyrna  fleet  •, 

but  then  they  immediately  fet  out  their  declaration, 

and  began  their  invafion.  This  furprife  made  way 

for  their  prodigious  fuccefíes.  The  Dutch  had  made 

no  proviflon  for  their  defence  either  at  home  or 

abroad  ;  and  the  Empire,  Spain,  and  Sweden  ftood  at 

a  p-aze  upon  the  opening  of  the  war,  not.  knowing 

upon  what  concerts  between  us  and  France  it  was  be- 

eun,  ñor  how  far  we  would  fuffer  it  to  go  on  upon 

the  French  conquefts.  Befldes,  the  animofities  of  the 

parties  in  Holland,  long  fuppreífed  under  the  new  con* 

ftitution  and  De  Witt’s  miniftry,  began  to  fíame  agam 

upon  this  misfortune  of  their  State.  The  prince  s 

friends  talked  loud  and  boldly,  that  there  was  no  way 

to  fatisfy  England,  but  reftoring  the  pnnee  •,  and  that 

the  bafenefs  and  cowardice  of  their  troops  were  the  et- 

fe£ls  of  turnino-  out  all  oíficers  of  worth  and  bravery 

for  their  inclinations  to  the  prince,  and  mean  fellows 

brouo-ht  in,  for  no  other  defert  than  their  enmity  de- 
0  clare  d 
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peded  T  fefe  °f  0range-  tJpon  this  all  men  ex» 

KS’AiVr were  in  diford“> 

thfughS  Rni  Jth  J  “0Í-  WÍt,hout  heare ,  and 

ftffiln  of  d2Woí 

SíaSiontld  ' V  i"  faíÍ¡0"- 

nrmjj  w,le„  che  French  croops  firíunS  Them  ,  £ 
Ot  all  the  tovvns  and  fortreíTes  on  the  Germán  ficWlJS 
Eígnab!e  in  all  chele  forener  wars,  „™  o„e  bSe“ 
WaenncM  made  anyftew  of  rcfiftance,  and  the  French 
became  immediately  mafters  of  all  the  inland  nam  oí 
j'c  Proy.mccs’  *n  as  little  time  as  travellers  ufuallv  em 

fe  t0  nCC  anrd  confider  chem-  Maeílricht  was  taken 
t  r  f  fll0rt/iege>  «  Schenck-fconce,  by  the  heb  of 

thevXhaíle  dry  kaf°n  íat  made  rivers  fordable  where 

S  Fr  HIT". fe  f Cemed  f°  bef°re-  The  kinS 

?■  1  rance  marched  as  lar  as  Utrecht,  where  he  fixed 
us  camp  and  his  court,  and  from  thence  began  to  con¬ 
fe  of  the  ways  how  to  polTefs  himfelf  of  the  reít 
dut  was  defended  only  by  their  fituation  upon  fomé 

fefe’  flCK  3lthey  had>  by  infinite  labourb 

fmm  V-gUeSbeen  either  Saincd  or  preferved 
fiom  inundations,  fo  they  were  fubjed  to  them  ud- 

otherPwavoffheflUT?  whenever  theJ  Dutch  found  no 

at  leaP fe  ng  'fe but  bX  IofinS  «.  This, 

jtak,  was  generally  believed  in  the  French  camn 

and  court,  and  as  I  have  heard,  was  the  prefervation 

of  the  State-,  fo  r  that  king,  unwilling  to  venture  hí 

honour  and  advanfage  Qf  fuch  conqSeíb  ^  ure^the 

tnade  that  fummer,  upon  the  hazards  of  a  new  fort 
of  war  with  a  mercilefs  element,  where  neither  condud 
ñor  courage  were  of  ufe,  refolved  to  leave  the  ríft  to 
pradices  of  peace  with  the  States,  upon  the  a«W 
tage  Or  the  terms  he  ftood  in,  and  the  fmall  diílance 
of  place  between  them  ;  or,  if  thefe  fhould  not  fuc- 

ceed. 
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ceed  then  he  trufted  to  the  frofts  of  the  following 
winter  which  feldom  fail  in  that  country  to  make  aU 
naffable  and  fafe  fot  troaps  and  carriages  themfelves, 
that  in  fummer  would  be  impaffable,  either  írom  e 

waters,  or  the  depth  of  foil.  aovernment 

In  the  mean  time,  the  btate  ana  m 

of  Holland  took  a  new  form,  and  with  it  ¡ 

Monfieur  De  Witt  and  his  brother  liad  been  ™ffaaed 
by  the  fudden  fury  of  the  people  at  the  Hague 
by  the  fate  of  minifters  that  govern  by  a  paity  or  fac 
tion,  who  are  ufoally  facrificed  to  the  firfl  greatmrf- 
fortunes  abroad  that  fall  in  to  aggrava 
the  general  difeontents  at  home.  The. 
manner  having  been  very  unufual,  may  be  he  fubject 
of  others  inquiry,  as  it  was  of  mine,  which  gave  me 
this  account :  The  Ruart  of  Pinten  exdeft  brother  to 
monfieur  De  Witt,  had  been  accufed  of  a  defign  opon 
the  prince’s  life,  and  of  endeavouring  by  money  to  en- 

¿ge  one  of  h,s  highnefs’s  domdbc  m  that  attem  > 
but  no  ocher  wimefs  appeanng,  he  was  fcntenced ^  only 
to  be  baniíhed  •,  at  which  the  people  íhewed  great 
fatisfadion,  being  poffeffed  with  an  opimon  of  h» 
o-uilt.  The  morning  he  was  to  come  outofprifon, 

monfieur  De  Witt  (againft  the  opimon  of  his 
would  needs  go  himfelf  to  bnng  him  out  wth  more 
honour,  and  carry  him  out  of  town  i  and  to  that  pur- 
pofe  went  with  his  coach  and  four  horfes  to  the  court. 
This  being  not  ufual  to  this  minifter,  made  the  people 
take  more  notice  of  it,  and  gather  together  tumultu- 
ouíly,  firft  in  the  ftreets  where  he  paffed,  and  then 
about  the  court  where  the  prifoner  was  kept.  Some 
of  the  trained-bands  of  the  Hague  that  were  upon 
miard  min  rded  among  them,  and  began  to  raí  a  ou 
againft  theiudgment  of  the  court,  the  cnme  of  one 
brother,  and  the  infolence  ol  the  othei,  who  pie  en  ec 
(as  they  faid)  to  carry  him  away  in  triumph  ln  me 
midft  of  this  heat  and  paífion,  raifed  by  the1^™ 
Yol.  Ii.  S 
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difcouifes  among  the  populare,  the  two  brothcrs  carne 
out ;  lome  of  tne  trained-bands  ftopped  them,  began 
to  ti  car  them  at  firft  with  ill  language,  and  frorrt 
words  tcll  to  blows  ;  upon  which  nioníieur  De  Witt9 
forefeeing  how  the  tragedy  would  end,  took  his  bro- 
ther  by  the  hand,  and  was  at  the  fame  time  knocked 
down  with  the  but-end  of  a  muíket.  They  were  both 
prefently  laid  dead  upon  the  place,  then  dragged  about 
the  town  by  the  fury  of  the  people,  and  torn  in  pieces. 
Thus  ended  ene  of  the  greateft  lives  of  any  fubjebt 
m  our  age,  about  the  4yth  year  of  his  own  ;  after  hav- 
ing  ferved,  or  rather  adminiftred,  that  State*  as  Pen- 
íioner  of  Holland,  for  about  eighteen  years,  with  great 
honour  to  his  country  and  himfelft  After  the  death 
of  thefe  brothers,  the  provinces  and  towns  ran  with 
unanimous  voices  into  public  demands  of  the  prince’s 
being  reftored  to  the  authority  of  his  anceftors.  The 
States  had,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  declared 
him  captain-general  and  admiral  of  their  forces,  which 
was  no  more  than  De  Witt  had  always  profefTed  was 
defigned  for  him  when  he  íhould  be  of  age;  but 
this  was  found  neither  to  have  fatisfied  England,  ñor 
the  prince’s  party  at  home;  and  thereíore  all  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  State  agreed  in  thofe  afts  that  were  thought 
neceíTary  to  a  fuíl  reftitution  of  his  highnefs,  novv^ at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  the  office  and  power  of 
Stadtholder,  with  all  advantages,  and  even  fomemore 
than  thofe  which  had  been  exercifed  by  his  anceftors. 
At  the  fame  time  monfieur  Fagel  was  introduced  in¬ 
to  monfieur  De  Witt’s  place,  of  Penfioner  of  Holland, 
whofe  love  to  his  country  made  him  a  lover  of  the 
prince,  as  believing  it  could  not  be  faved  by  any  other 
hand,  and  whofe  zeal  to  his  own  religión  niade  him 
an  enemy  irreconcileable  to  France,  whofe  profefíions 
as  well  as  defigns  were  to  deftroy  it. 

lilis  revolutibn  as  it  calrned  all  at  home,  fo  it 
made  che  firft  appearance  of  defending  what  was  left 

of 
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of  che  country :  the  State  grew  united,  the  army  in 
heart,  and  foreign  princes  began  to  take  confidence 
in  the  honour  and  conílancy  oí  the  young  prince,  which 
they  had  in  a  manner  wholly  loft  upon  the  divifions 
and  misfortunes  oí  the  State*  The  trench  themfelves 
turned  all  their  applications  and  praítices  the  fame 
way,  and  made  the  prince  all  the  ofFers  that  could  be 
of  honour  and  advantagcs  to  his  perfon  and  family, 
provided  he  would  be  contented  to  depend  upon 
them.  The  bait  they  thought  could  not  fail  of  being 
fwallowed,  and  about  which  molí  artifice  was  employ- 
ed,  was  the  propoíal  of  making  the  prince  fovereign 
of  the  provinces,  under  the  proteítion  of  England  and 
France.  And,  to  fay  truth,  at  a  time  when  fo  little 
of  the  provinces  was  leít,  and  what  remained  was 
under  water,  and  in  fo  imminent  danger  upon  the  firft 
frofts  of  the  winter  ;  this  feemed  a  lure  to  which  a 
meaner  foul  than  that  of  this  prince  might  very  well 
ftoop.  But  his  was  above  it,  and  his  anfwers  always 
firm,  that  he  never  would  betray  a  truft  that  was  given 
him,  ñor  ever  fell  the  liberties  of  his  country  that  his 
anceftors  had  Ib  long  defended.  Yet  the  gante  ke  play- 
ed  was  then  thought  fo  defperate,  that  one  of  his  neareft 
fervants  told  me  he  had  long  expoftulated  it  with  his 
rnafter ;  and  afkecl  him  at  laíl,  how  he  pretended  to 
live  after  Holland  was  loft  ?  and  whether  he  had  thought 
fo  far  ?  The  prince  told  him  he  had  *,  and  that  he  was 
refolved  to  live  upon  the  lands  he  had  left  in  Germany  *, 
and  that  he  had  rather  país  his  life  in  hunting  there, 
than  fell  his  country  or  his  liberty  to  trance  at  anv 
price.  1  will  fay  nothing  of  the  embafiy  fent  at  this 
time  by  his  majefty  to  the  French  king  at  Utrecht, 
where  the  three  ambaífadors,  dulce  of  Buckingham, 
lord  Arlington,  and  lord  Hallifax,  found  him  in  his 
higheft  exaltation,  for  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  what 
the  true  encls  or  lubíe£t  of  it  was.  The  common  be* 
lief  in  England  and  Holland  mack  it  to  be  ourjealouíy 

S  2  ot 
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of  the  French  conque íls  going  fo  faíl,  whilft  ours 
were  lo  lame ;  and  great  hopes  were  raifed  in  Holland, 
that  ít  was  to  itop  their  courfe  or  extent  ;  but  thefe 
were  íoon  dalbed  by  the  return  of  the  ambafladors, 
arter  having  renewed  and  faftened  the  meafures  for- 
merly  taken  between  the  two  crowns.  And  the  am- 
bafladors  were  indeed  content,  as  they  palTed  throuo-h 
Holland,  that  the  firft  fhould  be  thouo'ht ;  which  írave 
occafion  for  a  very  good  repartee  of  the  princefs 
dowager  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  vifited  her 
as  they  pafled  through  the  Hague  •,  and  talking  much 
of  their  being  good  Hollanders,  íhe  told  him,  that 
was  more  than  they  afked,  which  was  only  that  they 
íheuld  be  good  Engliíhmen  ;  he  aílured  her  they  were 
notonly  fo,  but  good  Dutchmen  too;  that  indeed  they 
did  not  ufe  Holland  like  a  miílrefs,  but  they  loved  her 
like  a  wife  .  to  which  íhe  replied  V v&yvHcut^  js  evoy 
que  vous  nous  almez  comme  vous  almez  la  voire  ;  [Truly, 
I  believe  y  'ou  loveus  as  y ou  lave  youy  cwn  wife.~\ 

\Vhen  France  had  loft  all  hopes  of  íhaking  the> 
princeofOrange  sconftancy,they  bentall  theirthoughts 
upon  fubduing  and  ruining  the  remainder  of  the  coun- 
try-  They  had  advanced  as  faras  Woerden,  and  from 
thence  they  made  their  ravages  within  two  or  three 
leagues  of  Xxyden,  with  more  violences  and  cruelties 
than  would  have  been  prudent,  if  they  had  hoped  to 
reclaim  the  prince  or  States  from  the  obftinacy  of 
their  defence.  The  prince  incamped  his  army  near 
Bodegrave,  between  Leyden  and  Woerden,  and  there 
made  fuch  a  ftand  with  a  handful  of  men,  as  the 
French  could  never  forcé.  The  winter  proved  not  fa- 
vou rabie  to  their  hopes  and  defigns,  and  fome  promi- 
fes  of  froít  inveigled  them  into  marches  that  pro  ved 
almoít  fatal  to  them  by  a  fudden  thaw.  This  frio-ht- 
ed  them  into  cautions,  perhaps  more  than  were  necef- 
fary,  and  gave  the  prince  and  States  leifure  to  take 
their  meaíuies  íor  aíollowmg  campaisn,  wriththeem- 

5  peror. 
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neror,  Spain,  and  thedukes  of  Brandenburgh  and  Lun- 
enburgh,  which proved  adiverfiontothe  armsof  r  ranee, 
and  turned  part  of  them  upon  Germany  and  Flanders, 
fo  as  to  give  over  the  progrefs  any  further  111  Holland. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  winter,  the  prince,  after  hav- 
ino-  taken  M  aerden,  threeleagues  from  Amfterdam,  ín 
fpfte  of  all  refiftance  and  oppofnion  from  either  the 
French  or  the  leafon,  refolved,  like  another  young 
Scipio,  to  fave  his  country  by  abandoning  u  :  and  to 
avoid  fo  many  fieges,  as  all  the  towns  they  had  loíh 
would  coft  to  recover  •,  he  contented  himfelf  to  leave 
the  chief  pofts  guarded  with  a  part  of  the  army,  ant 
with  the  reft  marched  into  Germany,  joined  part  01 
the  confedérate  troops,  befieged  Bonne,  which  had 
been  put  into  the  hands  of  Jaranee  at  the  beg*nnmg  or 
the  war,  wherein  the  eleótor  of  Cologne  and  the  b»- 
íhop  of  Munfter  had  entered  jointly  with  F ranee.  The 
boldnefs  of  this  adion  amazed  all  men,  but  the  fuc- 
cefs  extolled  the  prudence  as  wellas  the  bravery  of  it; 
for  the  prince  took  Bonne,  and  by  it  opened  a  paffage 
for  the  Germán  forces  over  the  Rhine,  and  fo  into  Flan¬ 
ders  •,  and  gave  fuch  a  damp  to  the  defigns  and  enter- 
prifes  of  France,  that  they  immediately  abandoned 
all  their  conquefts  upon  FTolland  ín  lels  time  than  they 
made  them,  retaining  only  Maeftricht  and  the  Grave  of 
all  they  had  poíTeffed  belonging  to  this  State. 

In  this  pofture  ftood  affairs  abroad  when  the  peace 
of  England  was  made  in  February  1673-4;  upon  the 
ftrengFh  and  heartwhereof  the  prince  of  Orange  con- 
certed  with  the  Germán  and  Spanifh  troops  to  begin  an 
offenfive  war,  and,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  above 
forty  thoufand  men,  to  match  into  France. 

The  French  began  now  to  wifli  the  war  well  endecl, 
and  were  very  glad  to  accept  his  majefty  s  mediation. 
The  king  was  defirous  to  make  France  fome  ameiuis 
for  abandoning  the  party,  and  making  a  feparate  peace, 
Some  of  his  rninifters  forefaw  he  would  be  arbiter  of 

S3  tho 
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the  peace  by  being  mediator,  and  that  he  might  hin- 

oer  any  Aparate  treaties  by  mediating  a  gene°ral  one, 

and  might  reítore  peace  to  Chriftendom  whenever  he 

thought  fie,  and  upon  what  conditions  he  thought  fafe 
andjuík  0 


The  only  difficulties  that  appeared  in  this  affair 
were  what  the  confederates  were  like  to  make  in  ac- 
cepting  the  kuig’s  mediation,  whofe  late  engagements 
with  France  had  made  him  thought  very  partial  on 
that  fide.  And  the  houíe  o f  Auftria,  finding  that 
crown  now  abandoned  by  England,  had  too  greedilv 
lwallowed  the  hopes  of  a  revenge  upon  them,  to  de¬ 
lire  any  fudden  treaty,  till  the  fuccefies  they  expefied 
in  the  war  might  at  leaft  make  way  for  reducino-  France 
to  the  terms  or  that  ofthe  Pyrenees.  This,  I  fuppofe 
gave  lome  occafion  for  my  being  again  deíigned  for 
this  embaífy,  being  thought  to  have  fome  credit  with 
bpain  as  well  as  Holland,  from  the  negotiations  I  had 
íormerly  run  through  at  the  Bague,  BruíTds,  andAix  la 
Uiapelle,  by  which  the  remaining  parts  of  Flanders 

had  been  faved  out  of  the  hands  of  France  in  the  vear 
1608.  1 

Bat  having  often  reflefted  upon  the  unhappy  ilfue 
Oí  my  laft  public  employments,  and  the  fatal  turn  of 
couníejs.  in  our  court  that  had  occafioned  it  againft  lo 
many  wifer  rnen’s  opinions,  as  well  as  my  own ;  1  re- 
folved,  before  I  went  this  journey,  toknow  the  ground 
upon  which  I  ftood,  as  well  as  I  could,  and  to  found 
Ji,  by  finding  out  what  I  was  able  of  the  king’s  true 
aentiments  and  diípoíitions,  as  to  the  meafures  he  had 
now  taken,  or  rather  renewed,  and  truft  no  more  to 
i  noie  cu  his  minifters,  who  had  deceived  eitner  me  or 
themfelves.  Therefore,  at  a  long  audience  in  his  clo- 
iet,  1  took  occafion  to  refieci:  upon  the  late  counfels 
and  miniftry  of  the  late  cabal ;  how  ill  his  majefty 
had  been  advifed  to  break  meafures  and  treaties  fo- 
lemnly  taken  and  agreed ;  h.w  ill  hq  had  been  ferved, 

age} 


I 


Memoirsfrom  1672  to  1679.  263 

,  1.  ;i  1  fnrrceded  by  the  violent  humour  of  tac 
“IXfkLgoÍt túnff  fuch  proceedings,  and  by 
l  S2  l  hatfraifed  againft  che  crdwn  The 
kin¿  ftid  ’Twas  true,  he  had  fucceeded  ill  ■  but,  .f 
Kdtacn  well  fcrved,  he  cnight  have  made  a  good 

bu  finéis  enough  of  it  •,  and  lo  went  on *  f  ' 
iuftify  what  was  paft.  I  was  forry  to  find  luch  a  prc 

fage  of  what  might  again  retum  iom  f 

it  was,  to  fet  up  hete  the  fame  rel.g.on  or 

that  was  in  France  •,  that  t  ic  umvcrt 

nation  was  againft  both  •,  that  many,  who  were  per 

haps  indifferent  enough  in  the  matterof  re  jgion, ^  con, 

fidered  it  could  not  be  changed  here  but  by  forcé  o 

an  army  ;  and  that  the  fame  forcé,  which  made  the 

king  mafter  of  their  religión,^  madc  lummaíler^ 

their  liberties  and  fortunes  too  :  that  ni  ,  , 

wa  none  to  be  confidered  but  the  nobles  and  the 
dergy  that,  if  a  king  could  engage  them  in  his  de- 
Sy  he  had  no  more"  to  do  »  for  the  peafants,  hav- 
ing  no  land,  were  as  infigmficant  in  t he 
as  the  women  and  children  are  nei  e  .  t  ía  , 
trarv,  the  great  bulk  of  land  in  England  bes  »n  the 
liands  of  die  yeomanry  or  lower  gentry .  and  th «r 
hearts  are  hi<ffi  by  eafe  and  plenty,  as  thoft  the 
French  peafantry  are  wholly  difpinted  by '  la  ou»  *nt 
want;  that  the  kings  of  France  ai c  very  g  -• _ 
poífeffions  oflands,  and  in  dependerás  by  fue.  . 
numbers  of  offices  both  mffitary  and  civil,  as  wJl^^ 
eccleñaftical  •,  whereas  thole  of  En°ian<.  ,  -  0  ,  • 

offices  to  beftow,  having  parted  with  their  ja‘‘ 
court  of  wards  and  knights  fervices  have  nomean^ 

to  raife  or  keep  armies  on  foot,  biu  by  upp  s 
their  parliaments,  ñor  revenues  to  maintain  any  1  - 
reicm  war  by  other  ways :  that  if  they  had  an  artny  °n 
foot,  yet,  if  compofed  ofEnglith,  they  wouldne  ver  knv 

S  4. 
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ends  that  the  people  hated  and  feared  :  that  the  Ro- 
man  catholics  in  England  were  not  the  hundrech  pare 
of  the  nation,  and  m  Scotland  not  the  two  hundredth  • 
and  it  feemed  againft  all  comrnon  fenfe,  to  think  bv 
one  part  to  govern  ninety-nine  that  were  of  contrarv 
minds  and  humours  :  that  for  foreign  troops,  if  thev 
were  few ,  they  would  fignify  nothing  but  to  raife  hl 
tred  and  difeontent ;  and  how  to  raife,  to  brina  0ver 
at  once,  and  to  maintain  many,  was  very  hard  to  ima¬ 
gine  :  that  the  forcé,  feeming  necefiary  to  fubdue  the 
liberties  and  fpirits  of  this  nation,  could  not  be 
eiteemed  lefs  than  an  army  of  threefcore  thoufand  men 
lince  the  Romans  were  forced  to  keep  twelve  legions 
to  that  purpofe,  the  Normana  to  in  ib  tu  te  fixty-two 
thoufand  kmghts  fees,  and  Cromwell  left  an  arnw  of 
near  eighty  thoufand  men:  that  I  never  knew  but 
one  foreigner  that  underítood  England  well  which 
was  Gourville  (whom  I  knew  the  king  efteemed  the 
foundeft  head  of  any  Frenchman  he  had  ever  feen) 
that  when  I  was  at  Bruflels  in  the  firft  Dutch  war  and 
he  heard  the  parliament  grew  weary  of  ir,  he  faid’  the 
king  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  the  peace :  ’  that 
ne  had  been  long  enough  in  England,  feen  enouo-h 

elude1"  C°Urt’  and  Pe°ple>  and  Parlia;nents’  to  con- 

Shi’un  Rny  d' Ang’eterre,  qui  veut  c'tre  l’homme  de  fon 
peuple,  eft  le  plus  grand  Roy  du  monde-,  mais  s’il  veut 
etre  quelque  chafe  davantage ,  par  Dieu  il  ri  ft  plus  ríen. 

The  king  heard  me  very  attentively,  but  feemed  a 
little  ímpanent  at  nrft  :  yet  at  laft  he  faid,  I  had  rea- 
fon  in  al!,  and  lo  nad  Gourville  ;  and,  laying  his  hand 


„  “  7hattlf  HnS  °f  England  who  will  be  the  man  of  his  pec- 

,«  ?!  ]n  the,  WOrld;  but  if  he  will  be  fornt- 

tmng  more,  by  G-~ d  he  xs  nothing-  at  all  ’* 

upon 
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„Don  mine,  he  added,  Et  je  veux  tire  l'homme  de  «ion 

mutile  \And  Iwill  bethe  man  of  tr.y  people.] 

P  Mv  embaffy  extraordinary  to  Holland  was  declared 

in  May!  and  my  difpatches  finiíhed  at  the  1  reafury  as 
well  as  the  Secretaras  office,  fo  as  I  went  away  m 
Tuly.  My  inftru&ions  were,  m  general,  to  abure  the 

State  of  L  majefty’s  frfendftup 
to  obferve  his  treaties  w.th  them; 
mediación  in  the  prefent  war,  which  both  they  and 
almoft  all  Chriftendom,  were  engaged  in  1;  and  altee 
their  acceptance  of  it,  to  endeavour  )t  hkewife  with 
all  their  alUes  5  and,  to  that  end,  to  engage  the  offices 
and  intervención  of  the  States.  But,  immediately  after 
my  arrival  at  the  Hague,  to  repair  to  the  pnnee  of 
Orante,  give  him  part  of  his  majefty  s  intentions  in  al 
this  affair,  and  affurance  of  his  kindnefs,  and  engage  his 
highpefs  as  far  as  could  be,  to  fecond  his  majefty  s 
delires  in  promoting  a  general  peace,  wherein  the 
United  Provinces  feemed  to  have  the  greateft  intei  eft. 

After  my  arrival  at  the  Hague  in  July  1^74,  aiJ 
delivery  of  my  credentials  to  the  Prefident  of  the  week, 
and  a  vifit  to  the  Penfioner,  wherein  I  dilcoveied  a 
ftrong  inclination  in  the  States  to  a  peace  as  far  as 
their'  honour  and  engagements  to  their  allies  would  al- 
low  them,  and  was  aiíured  of  the  States  accepting  his 
maiefty’s  mediación-,  I  went  away  to  Antwerp,  in 
hopes  to  have  found  the  prince  at  his  camp  there,  be- 
tween  Antwerp  and  Louvain,  where  he  had  lain  lome 
time  attending  the  advance  of  the  confedérate  troops, 
wkl!  whom  he  had  concerted  to  join  his  army  upon 
their  arrival  in  Flanders.  But  two  days  before  I  carne 
to  Antwerp,  the  army  was  marched  beyond  Louvain 
fo  I  was  forced  to  go  to  Bruftels,  and  there  defire  a 
cruard  to  convoy  me  to  the  camp.  The  punótiuo  s  of  my 
charaóter  would  not  fuffer  me  to  fee  tne  count  de  Mon- 
terey,  though  I  had  for  fome  years  lived  at  Biuftels  in 

particular  frlendíhip  and  converfation  with  him.  Few 
r  .  ■  ftrangers 
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ftrangers  had  perhaps  ever  been  better  ufed  than  I 
S  -  years  refidence  at  Bruflels,  by  all  perfons 
r  quality  and  indeed  o f  all  ranks  there  ;  fo  that  it 
was  very  furprifing  to  me  to  meet  fuch  a  dry  and 
coid  treatment  from  the  Governor,  and  fuch  an  afFec- 
tanon  in  the  perfons  of  quality,  not  fo  much  as  to 
me ;  for  I  do  not  remember  one  that  did  it  hefides 
count  D^mont,  who  was  not  then  very  well  at 
court,  either  ín  Spain  or  Flanders.  Others  that  1  met 
in  t  e  reets,  or  the  park,  though  they  carne  up  with 
open  arms  to  embrace  me,  yet  never  carne  at  me,  but 
contented  themfelves  with  faying  they  intended  it. 
W hen  1  fent  my  fecretary  to  the  count  de  Monterey 
with  my  compliments,  and  defires  of  a  guard  to  the 
pnnce  of  Orange,  who  was  then  not  above  iix  leales 
off ;  he  returned  the  firft  very  coldly,  and  the  o°ther 
with  excufes  that  amounted  to  a  refufal ;  he  faid,  the 
way  was  fo  dangerous,  by  ftraggling  parties  of  the 
army,  that  he  could  not  advife  me  to  venture  with  a 
lmall  guard  ;  and  he  had  drawn  out  fo  many  of  the 
opanifh  troops  into  the  field,  that  he  could  notgiveme 
a  great  one.  I  fent  again  to  defire  what  he  could  fpare 
me,  let  the  number  be  what  it  would  ;  for  though  I 
would  not  expofe  the  king’s  charafter  ñor  his  bufinefs, 
by  any  accident  I  might  prevent ;  yet,  when  I  had 
endeavoured  it  by  my  application  to  his  excellence, 

I  would  take  my  fortune,  though  he  fent  me  but  fix 
ot  his  guards.  He  replied,  that  he  could  not  poffi- 
b.y  ípare  any  of  them  ;  but  that  next  rnorning  he  ex^ 
peded  a  troop  of  horfe  to  come  into  town,  and  that, 
as  foon  as  it  arrived,  the  captain  íbouid  have  order  to 
attend  me.  Next  rnorning  was  put  off  till  night,  and 
n'&-^t  till  the  rnorning  following  ^  vvhen  the  count 
finding  I  was  reiolved  to  go,  though  without  convov, 
/rather  than  to  exped  longer,  fent  me  a  Spaniíh  captain 
with  about  forty  horfe  to  convoy  me  to  Louvain.  The 
trUí,-h  Was,  that  the  Spamards  v/cre  growníojealous  ofhis 

majeñy's 
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maiefty’s  mediation  offered  at  the  Hague,  of  the  States 
and  peonle’s  violent  humour  to  a  peace  inHolland,  and 
of  the  offices  they  thought  I  might  ufe,  to  ílacken  the 
prince  of  Orange  in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  their 
prefent  hopes  and  deügns,  that  I  found  it  was  refolved 
to  delay  firft,  and  then  to  hinder  abfolutely  any  inter¬ 
view  between  the  prince  and  me  till  the  campaign 
was  ended,  but  to  do  it  with  as  little  til  grace  as  they 
could.  To  this  purpofe  Du  Moulin  (then  one  or  the 
prince’s  fecretaries,  and  an  invetérate  enemy  againít 
the  court  of  England)  was  difpatched  between  the 
camp  and  BruíTels,  whilft  I  lay  there,  and  with  guards 
whereof  half  would  have  ferved  my  turn,  or  at  leak 

contented  me.  . 

When  I  carne  to  Louvain,  I  found  the  prince  was 

rnarched  towards  Tirlemont,  but  could  not  learn  where 
h¡s  next  halt  was  defigned.  The  Spanifh  captain  told 
me,  he  had  erder  to  go  no  further  than  Louvain  :  fo 
that  I  neither  knew  whither  to  go,  ñor  could  go  any 
way  without  a  guard,  as  they  afiurcd  me  at  Louvain. 
Whereupon  I  fent  immediately  Mr.  Bulftrode,  who 
had  come  with  me  from  BruíTels,  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  the  prince,  and  defire  him  to  appoint  what  time 
and  place  I  fhould  attend  his  highnefs,  which  I  re¬ 
folved  to  do  with  thofe  few  fervants  I  had  brought  with 
me,  and  fuch  others  as  I  could  hire  at  Louvain,  where 

I  lay  that  night. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Bulftrode  returned  with  the 
prince’s  anfwer,  that  he  was  upon  his  march  •,  that 
he  fhould  be  very  glad  to  fee  me,  but  could  not  poífi-. 
b!y  appoint  either  time  or  place  for  it,  becaufe  his 
motions  were  uncertain,  and  would  depend  upon  the 
advices  he  received.  By  which  I  found  plainly  what  I 
had  fufpeíted  at  BruíTels,  that  it  was  refolved  I  fhould 
not  fee  the  prince  before  this  campaign  was  begun  by 
the  aítions  then  concerted  among  the  confederatcs. 

I  would  not,  however,  feem  to  underftand  it  io,  ñor 

,  *  '  '4'  ‘  *  ■  '  •  any 
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cdytoh  mbutin.  ÍLthan  what  h¡!  hiShnefi  ™  pkaf- 

.  »  but  í  knew  very  well  that  a*  a 

tTaTwiiWh'f  ^  hC that WÜ1  ’no£  hear’  fo  ^man 

ir  efneciallv  ^  m/y  .ea%  find  ways  of  avoidino- 
,  diaecially  upon  fuch  circumftances  as  the  princ? 

™dj  re  íf/11’  Who  muíl  have  ^owed  the  mo! 
uons  he  vvould  have  given  me:  and  therefore  Iré 

olved  not  to  expole  either  his  majeíly’s  charafter  or 

^redit,  with  his  nephew,  bymaking  that  public  whieh 

had  pafied  between  the  prince  and'me  upon  this  fub 

rí  fn'lbut’  Preter!ding  my  health  would  not  fuffer  me 

Anfwtp  andPnnCeflUp0n  ¡í  march’  I -turned  m 
ntwerp  and  gave  his  majeíly  an  account  of  all  that 

andtC  ^  W¿°/XtreulyaPPr0Ved  ™yconLÍ-X 
and  that  I  prelfed  no  further  a  point  that  I  fawwouldnot 

coumdt  Mo  r  takr,bythe  prince’ as  weu  a*  ^ 

jefty ^  ex^ed  7’  f°  fr°m  what  W»  ®a. 

fo  itftíl,rÍgh/ratIAntWerp’  which  Paffed  with 
a  v?rv  ¿Íh  d  f  3nd  llghtni,nS’ that  1  Promifed  myfelf 
o.  f  y  ru  ay  ffter  ]t’ t0  g0  bac^  t0  Rotterdam  in  the 
tares  yacht  that  ítill  attended  me.  The  mornino- 

proved  io ;  but  towards  evening  the  íky  grew  foul  and 
íeíeamen  prefaged  ill  weather,  and  fo  refolved  to  lie 

and  hrXb  r|  CrSr'°P'Z00n1’ the  wind  being  crofs 
cver  iíwir  i?"  ^  mght  WaS  fallen  as  black  a* 

der  that  fíS  °f  '!  ht"Ing’  as  wel1  as  cracks  of  thun- 
c£a  1  Th  'CVe  haveeTer  been  heard  in  our  age  and 

fieme  Lr  f  nighf’and  we  fek  focha 

fieme  heat  from  every  great  fiaíh  of  hghtning,  that 

the  captam  apprehended  it  would  fire  his  fhip  But 

aoout  eight  the  next  morning  the  wind  changed,  and 

carne  up  w.th  io  ftrong  a  gale,  that  we  carne  to  Rot- 

m  dam  m  aDout  íour  hours,  and  there  found  all  mouths 

;  p  rm.cmeís  and  accidents  that  the  laíl  night’s 

empefl  nao  cccafionec,  both  amopg  the  boats  and  the 

bQllfes, 
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houfes,  by  the  thunder,  lightning,  hall,  or  whirlwinds 
But  the  day  after  carne  ftories  to  the  Hague,  from  all 
mrts  of  fuch  violent  effefts  as  were  almoft  incredible. 
At  Amfterdam  they  were  deplorable,  many  trees  torn 
up  by  the  roots,  íhips  funk  in  the  harbour,  and  boats 
in  the  canals,  houfes  beaten  down  ;  and  feveral  neoplc 
were  fnatched  from  the  ground  as  they  walked  the 
ftreets,  and  thrown  into  the  canals.  But  all  was  1  en- 
ced  by  the  relations  from  Utrecht,  where  the  great  and 
ancient  cathedral  was  torn  inpiecesby  the  violence  of 
this  ftorm  j  and  the  vaft  pillars  of  ftone  that  fupported  it 
were  wreathed  like  a  tvvifted  club,  having  beenfo  ftrong- 
Iv  compofed  and  cemented,  as  rather  to  fuffer  fuch  a 
chance  of  figure,  than  break  in  pieces  as  other  parts  of 
the  fabric  did  •,  hardly  any  church  in  the  town  efcaped 
the  violence  of  the  ftorm,  and  very  few  houfes  with  - 
out  the  marks  of  it.  Ñor  were  the  effefts  of  ít  lefs 
aftoniíhing  by  the  relations  from  France  and  Bruffels, 
where  the  damages  were  infinite  as  well  from  whirl¬ 
winds,  thunder,  and  lightning,  as  from  hailftones  Oí 
prodigious  bignefs. 

At  my  return  to  the  Hague  I  had  Ion  o  con\  cr  3. 
tions  with  the  Penfioner,  by  which  I  gained  the  lights 
necefiary  to  clifcover  the  whole  prefent  feene  or  aftairs, 
and  pulfes  of  the  feveral  confederares  in  what  related 
to  the  general  peace.  I  told  him  how  much  his  ma- 
iefty  was  fatisfied  with  that  he  had  lately  made  with 
the  States;  how  much  he  was  refolved  to  continué 
and  to  cultívate  it ;  how  much  reafon  he  had  to  be 
content  with  the  pofture  that  had  left  him  in  a  peace 
with  all  his  neighbours,  while  they  were  all  at  war  : 
that  advantages  of  commerce  from  it  were  enough 
to  make  him  trouble  himfelf  no  furthe-.  about  the 
peace  of  Chriftendom,  if  his  goodnefs  ana  piety  did 
not  prevail  more  with  him  than  his  interefts ;  but  that 
thefe,  and  the  defires  of  a  general  good,  had  periuad- 
ed  him  to  offer  his  mediation  in  the  prefent  quarreis  : 

Á  that 
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t'he'Empew “nd' T,f"d  ^  France >  a"d  »>* 

co„nÍ7oí”  1"^™  11  lwereÍ  ^  *°”ld 

States  am  bailádors  a.  London  hádTirú'edtis"!  í° 
their  mafters  would  be  pleafed  with  ir  anri  iTj 
not  their  confent  that  the  treaty  ftould  be  ar  T  ^ 
and  that  thereupon  his  majeíly  had  charo-ed 
a  let.ee  to  the  States  toofFeí  thl  Ws'Siol  2t 

thatcouíd  he°Uf '  ,'7r  acceP[ing  It  with  the  beft  grace 
that  could  be,  for  I  knew  their  intereft  was  to  hwc  o 

werrparttftoa0  d^obIif the  king  =  that  if  his  majeíly 
be  rnPfht,r  í  7  ríde>  the7  ouSht  to  believe  it  would 

cerned  h  a  níhT10  ^  T1  nePhew  was  ib  deeplycon- 
ned  ;  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  offered  his  offices 

towards  a  peace  at  a  time  when  the  advanta^es  and 

preparations  for  the  war  ran  fo  high  on  the  French  fide 

ft';er,0Ufed  cbe  evcnts  might  ffiew  if  it  continued  • 
that  they  knew  his  intereft  would  not  fuffer  him  tofeé 

t  anders  loíl ;  and  that,  confidering  what  had  paffed 

his  honour  would  not  fuffer  him  to  think  of  pre- 

ferving  it  any  other  way  than  by  that  of  a  peace  •  that 

he  would  be  glad  to  fee  that  country  left  by  the’  nex 

peace  in  a  better  pofture  of  defence  than  it  was  bv  the 

A  ,1  16  SPap,Ifo  temtones  lie  clofer  and  rounder 

foan  they  were  then  left:  that,  when  this  ffiould  be  con- 
cluded,  his  majeíly  would  be  ready  to  cnter  into  the 
ítrongeít  guaranaes  they  could  delire,  and  mi«*htwith 
honour  encer  uno  a  war  to  preferve  it,  though  he  could 
not  to  obtam  it.  The  Penfioner  firft  gave  me  th-  n 
for  my  good  offices  in  the  late  peace,"  and  in  all  the 
mealures  of  friendffnp  that  had  interceded  between  his 
majefty  and  them  lince  the  firft  breach.  He  appkud- 
eo  the  king  s  refolution  in  fo  pious  and  generous  an 
offer,  and  acknowledged  his  intereft  mighUead  him  to 
other  difpofitions  :  that  he  doubted  not  the  States 
willingnefs  to  accept  it  ;  all  the  difference  would  be 
about  the  tune  and  rnanner  of  doing  it.  As  to  this, 

he 
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•  r.  •,]  thev  could  not  do  it  without  the  communica- 
rLn  at’leaft  of  their  allies-,  but  would  immediately 
U  them  part  of  his  majefty’s  offer,  and  the  States 
difpofitions  to  receive  it :  that  for  the  terms  ot  a  peace, 
as  to  their  own  parts,  they  would  be  content  to  malee 
his  maiefty  the  arbiter  of  it :  that  they  had  already  re- 
covered  all  the  towns  they  had  loft  except  Grave  and 
Maeftricht,  the  laft  of  which  was  in  lome  manner  en- 
t^aaed  to  Spain  when  it  íliould  be  recovered  ;  and  for 
the  other,  they  doubted  not  to  have  a  good  account  01 
it  veryfoon,  orders  being  already  gone  to  invett  it. 
But  he  doubted  whether  their  allies  would  be  fo  ealy 
in  their  expeítadons  or  demands  ;  and  that  it  was  im¬ 
ponible  for  the  States  to  leave  them  who  had  faved 
their  country  from  ruin,  when  two  fo  great  kings  had 
invaded  them,  or  to  break  the  treaties  which  they 
had  made  oífenfive  wich  the  Emperor,  Spain,  and 
Brandenburg  :  that  the  terms  ílipulated  with  Spain 
obliged  them  to  reduce  France  to  the  treatyof  the 
Pyrenees  j  but  only  a  referve  was  made  by  one  árdele, 
which  was,  unlefs  it  íliould  otherwife  be  agreed  by 
confent  between  them  :  that  whatever  Spain  would 
be  content  with  íliould  fatisfy  them  •,  though  they 
were  both  equally  feníible  of  the  defigns  and  ambition 
of  France,  as  welí  as  of  their  ill  talent  to  the  States  : 
that  they  could  never  hope  for  fuch  another  conjunc- 
ture,  to  reduce  them  to  íuch  bounds  and  meaíuics  as 
might  be  fafe  to  their  neighbours,  and  give  quiet  to 
Chriftendom  :  that  it  was  now  an  ill  time  to  enter  in- 
to  the  terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Spain,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  they  íhould  have  ill  grace  to  demand 
the  reftitution  of  any  towns  the  Spaniards  had  loft  in 
Flanders  bv  the  laft  war,  and  given  up  by  the  peace 
that  fucceeded  it  •,  and  yet  his  majefty  knew,  as  well 
as  they,  that  without  it  a  peace  could  neither  be  fafe 
for  Flanders,  ñor  for  Holland,  ñor  confequently  íor 

Fnnland.  But  he  believed  there  would  not  país  many 
0  days 


27 2  Memoirs  from  1672  to  1679. 

days  oeiore  fome  decifive  aótion  would  happen  between 
the  armies,  now  not  far  diftant  in  the  field,  which 

ould  raake  room  for  the  negotiation  of  peace  that 
might  lucceed  next  winter,  in  which  his  majefty  would 
hnd  the  mterefts  and  humours  of  a  trading  countrv 
as  theirs  was,  very  ftrong,  and  difpofed  to  prefs  their 
allies,  as  far  as  was  poffible,  to  facilitare  fo  great  and 
io  good  a  work.  And  for  the  reft  of  the  allies  befides 
opain,  he  had  no  reafon  to  fufpeft  any  great  difficul- 

t.es  would  arde,  fo  little  having  yet  p¿ífed  in  the  war 
between  France  and  them. 

The  Perlfioner  was  rightin  expeóting  fome  fudden 
aétion  between  the  armies  ;  for  about  the  middle  of 
Auguft  carne  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Seneffe,  between 
the  confederares  under  the  command  of  the  prlnce  of 
Orange,  and  the  French  under  the  prince  of  Condé  : 
but  it  proved  not  an  action  fo  decifive  as  was  expeéted 
between  too  armies  of  fo  great  forcé,  and  fo  animated 
by  the  hatred  and  revenge  of  the  parties,  as  well  as  by 
the  biavery  and  ambition  of  the  commanders.  The 
fuccefs  of  this  fight  was  fo  differently  reported  by  thofe 
engaged  in  it,  that  it  was  hard  to  judge  of  the  viélory, 
which  each  fide  challenged,  and  perhaps  neither  with 
any  great  reafon.  _  The  confederares  had  for  fome  days 
fought  a  battle  with  great  defire  and  endeavour ;  and 
the  French  avoided  it,  with  refolution  not  to  fight  un- 
lels  upon  evident  advantage,  whilft  both  armies  lay 
near  Nivelle,  and  not  far  diftant  from  one  another. 
The  reafon  of  this  was  thought  to  be,  of  one  fide, 
the  ardour  af  the  young  prince  of  Orange  to  make 
way,  by  a  viftory,  into  France  itfelf,  and  there  re¬ 
venge  the  invafion  of  his  country  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  make  his  firft  efiay  of  a  pitched  battle,  againít 
fo  great  and  renowned  a  general  as  the  prince  of  Condé. 
On  the  other  fide,  this  oíd  captain  had  too  much 
honour  to  loíe,  and  thought  he  had  not  enough  to 
gain,  by  entering  the  fifis  with  a  prince  of  three  and 

.  twenty 
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twenty  years  oíd,  bred  up  in  the  íhadc  of  a  contrary 
fadion,  till  he  was  torced  int©  the  field  by  the  trench 
invafion  of  his  country.  Ñor  was  the  advantage  lefs 
on  the  French  fide  in  the  reputation  of  their  troops, 
than  of  their  general  ;  compofed  of  excellent  officers, 
chofen  foldiers,  cxactly  dilciplined,  long  trained  for 
adion  before  they  began  it,  and  now  fluflied  by  the 
uninterrupted  fucceíles  of  two  wars.  But  the  Dutch 
troops,  when  the  prince  of  Orange  entcred  upon  the 
command,  were  oíd  or  lazy  foldiers,  difuled  with  long 
peace,  and  difabled  with  youngunfkilful  officers  (emo¬ 
len  by  no  other  merit,  than  that  of  a  faftion  againft 
the  houfe  of  Orange)  then  filled  up  when  the  wat 
broke  out,  with  hafty  and  undiftinguiffied  levies,  and 
diffieartened  with  perpetual  loífes  of  towns,  and  de- 
feats  of  parties,  during  the  two  firft  campaigns.  The 
prince  of  Conde  had  another  reftraint  upon  the  ufual 
boldnefs  of  his  nature  on  fuch  occaíions,  which  was 
the  ill  pofture  he  had  been  in  at  court  fince  the  king  s 
reign,  and  in  regard  how  much  more  he  would  have  to 
anfwer  for  than  another  man  upon  any  great  misfor- 
tune  to  his  army,  which  muft  have  left  the  way  open 
for  the  conrederates  to  enter  France  unguarded  on 
that  fide  by  any  íirong  frontier  *,  fo  as  no  man  knevv 
what  íhake  it  might  give  to  the  greatnefs  of  that 
crov/n,  with  the  help  of  fo  great  and  general  ditcon- 
tents,  whereof  this  prince  was  thought  to  have  his 
fhare. 

Upon  thefe  difpofitions  in  the  Generáis  the  battle 
was  for  fome  time  induítriouíly  fought  and  avoided  : 
tili  the  prince  of  Orange,  beheving  there  was  no  way 
of  coming  to  a  battle.,  but  by  the  fiege  ol  fome  place 
that  might  be  thought  worth  the  venture  to  relieve, 
broke  up  and  marched  away  tovvards  $eneffe  ;  his  army 
divided  into  three  parts,  whereof  the  Germán  troops 
under  the  count  de  Souches  had  the  van,  the  Spanifli 
under  prince  Vaudemont  the  rear,  and  the  Dutch 

Yol.  JL  ^  T  under 
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úndcr  count  Waldeck  the  main  body ;  with  whorrt 

the  prince  marched,  and  commanded  the  whole  con¬ 
fedérate  army, 

1  he  prince  of  Condé  oblerving  their  march,  which 
ivas  not  far  from  one  fide  of  his  retrenchments  •,  and 
that  by  the  ftraitnefs  of  fome  paíTages  they  were 
forced  to  ñle  off  in  fmall  lines,  ftaid  till  the  van- 
guard  and  main  body  were  over  one  of  thefe  palles, 
and  the  rear  beginning  to  enter  upon  it;  when  he 
drew  out  his  men,  and  fell  with  great  fiercenefs  upon 
the  rear  of  the  Spaniards,  broke  them  with  great 
flaughter,  and  not  much  reftftance,  took  their  bag- 
gage,  fe  vera]  ftandards,  and  many  prifoners  of  note. 
The  prince  of  Orange,  upon  notice  of  the  French 
march  towards  the  Spanifh  troops,  had  fent  three  fqua- 
drons  back  to  their  affiftance,  with  all  the  diligence 
that  could  be  5  but  the  Spaniards,  already  broken, 
brought  the  Dutch  into  diforder  by  falling  in  among 
.  them  ;  and  the  French  purfuing  with  great  bravery, 
broke  the  Dutch  fquadrons  to  pieces,  killing  or  taking 
all  their  commanders  and  feveral  ftandards. 

If  the  prince  of  Condé  had  contented  himfelf  with 
this  fuccefs  and  execution,  he  had  left  no  difpute  of  a 
viétory ;  but,  lured  on  by  tire  hopes  of  one  more  en¬ 
tire,  and  belief  the  Dutch,  whom  he  efteemed  the 
worft  troops,  would  not  ftand  after  the  Spaniards,  and 
a  great  part  of  their  own,  were  wholly  routed,  he 
followed  the  chace,  and,  drasving  out  his  whole  army 
üpon  them,  brought  it  to  a  fet  battle,  which  was  more 
than  he  intended.  In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of 
Orange,  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  Spaniards  and  the 
fquadrons  he  had  fent,  was  at  firft  enveloped  by  his 
own  flying  men,  whom  he  could  neither  ftop  by  words 
ñor  blows,  by  promifes  ñor  reproaches ;  till  joining 
the  reft  of  his  own  forces  that  ftood  firm,  and  the  Im- 
perialifts  coming  up  to  enforce  them,  the  battle  began 
with  as  great  fury  as  any  has  been  fought  in  the  whole 
ñ  courfs 
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courfe  of  the  wars,  continued  fo  for  above  eight  hours 
till  fun-fet,  and  about  tvvo  hours  after  by  moon-light, 
til],  that  failing  too,  the  fight  ended,  rather  by  the  ob- 
fcurity  of  the  night,  than  the  wearinefs  or  weaknefsof 
either  fide.  The  prince  of  Orange,  in  the  whole  courie 
of  this  a£tion,  gave  all  orders  with  íuch  piudence, 
and  obfervance  of  all  advantages,  led  up  his  feveral 
fquadrons  with  that  bravery,  made  fuch  bold  ítands 
ao-ainft  his  own  broken  troops,  as  well  as  againft  the 
fiercenefs  of  their  purfuers,  for  fix  hours  togcther  m 
the  hotteft  of  the  fire ;  fometimes  charging  into  the 
midft  of  the  enemies,  fometimes  overborn  by  his 
own  that  fled,  till  he  rallied  them  and  led  them  back 
to  the  charge ;  expofed  to  more  danger  than  molí  prí¬ 
vate  foldiers  in  the  field  ;  fo  that  the  oíd  count  de 
Souches,  in  his  letter  to  the  States  upon  this  occafion, 
told  them,  that,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  aótion,  the 
prince  had  íhewed  the  conduót  of  an  oíd  experienced 
commander,  and  the  valour  of  a  Cásfar  \  and  indeed  his 
allies,  his  friends,  and  his  enemies  agreed  in  giving 
him  equal  glory  from  this  adventure.  But  he  had 
more  from  none  than  from  the  prince  of  Condé’s  tefti- 
mony,  that  he  had  done  like  an  oíd  captain  in  all,  but 
only  in  venturing  himfelf  too  much  like  a  young  man. 
Yet  this  oíd  general  had  done  the  fame  in  this  day’s  ac¬ 
ción,  as  much  as  the  youngeít  cavalier  in  hisarmy  could 
do,  when  he  found  the  battle  fought  lo  deiperately, 
and  all  at  ftakc  ;  whereas  ' tis  certain,  that  nothing 
could  have  given  vigour  to  the  Dutch  troops,  after 
the  firít  rout,  but  the  repeated  examples  and  dangers 
of  the  prince,  and  fhame  of  not  following  fuch  a 
leader  in  all  the  delperate  charges  he  made  that  day, 
which  both  the  generáis  feemed  refolved  to  die  rather 
-  than  to  lofe. 

As  the  numbers  were  not  much  different  when  the 
fight  began,  fo  were  thofe  efteemed  that  fell  in  this 

battle,  and  to  reach  to  about  fix  or  feven  thouíand  on 

t  o  either 
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either  fule  •,  but,  of  tbe  French,  many  more  oíRcert 
and  gentlemen  tnan  was  ufual,  in  proportion  to  the 
common  foldiers.  When  the  nightparted  the  armies; 
the  French  retired  back  to  their  tonner  quarters,  and 
next  morning  the  confederat.es  marched  to  that  vvhich 
they  defigned  when  they  broke  up  the  day  before. 
The  all ies  claimed  the  victory,  becaufe  they  were  laíl 
upon  tne  field  ;  and  the  French,  upon  carrvino-  away 
the  greateíl  number  of  prifoners  and  ftandards:  but 
whoever  had  the  honour,  they  both  felt  the  lols. 

Aíter  the  repan  neceílary  in  each  camp  upon  this 
ihtii  p  tncouniei ,  cacii  army  took  the  field  again,  and 
gave  a  general  expedation  of  another  battle  before  the 
campaign  ended  :  the  prince  of  Orange  fought  it  all 
he  could  ;  but  the  prince  of  Condé  chofe  and°fortified 
hiS  encampments  lo,  as  not  to  be  forced  to  one  with* 
eut  apparent  difadvantages,  and  contented  himfelf 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  alhes,  to  preíerve  the 
towns  of  the  French  conquefts  in  Flanders,  and  pre- 
vent  any  invafion  of  France,  which  was  defigned  this 
fummer  with  great  conñdenee  by  the  confedérate  ar- 
mies,  both  on  this  fide  and  that  in  Aliace,  but  with 
equal  difappointment ;  unlefs  it  were  to  monfieur 
Staremburg,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign, 
complaining  of  the  wine  at  the  prince’s  table,the  prince 
told  them,  he  would  make  them  drink  good  wine  in 
Champagne  before  the  fummer  ended.  He,  who  loved  it 
v/el!,  defired  the  prince  to  be  as  o;ood  as  his  word;  was 
afterwards  taken  at  the  battle  of  Seneffe,  and  carried 
to  Rheims,  with  feveral  Dutch  ofncers  ;  v/here,  fittinp' 
down  to  dinner,  and  fiuding  the  wine  excellent,  he 
drank  the  prince’s  health,  and  faid,  he  would  trufthim 
as  long  as  he  lived  •,  for  he  had  kept  his  word,  and 
made  them  drink  good  wine  in  Champaene. 

The  prince  of  Orange  finding  no  other  way  of 
aflion,  íat  down  before  Oudenarde  in  September  /and 
nad  his  en J  oí  drawing  the  prince  of  Conde  outof  his 

cautious 
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cautious  marches,  who  carne  immediately  to  relieve 
k  and  fight  the  allies  before  they  were  ready  to 
o’ve  an  affault  to  the  town.  Upon  fight  of  the 
french  army,  the  prince  of  Orange  called  a  council 
of  war,  and  propoíed  to  draw  out  and  attaik  them 
immediately,  before  they  were  refted  after  their  hard 
day’s  march.  The  Spaniards  were  contení,  but  co.unc 
Souches  would  not  agree  to  it-,  and  fo  this  occa- 
fion  was  loft,  and  with  fuch  difeontent  ,  among  the 
chief  officers,  that  nextday  the  Germana  lerttheticnch- 
es,  and  marched  away  about  a  league,  and  eft  room 
to  the  French  to  put  what  relief  they  pleafed  mto  the 
town.  Upon  this,  the  prince  of  Orange  was  foiced 
to  rife  too,  with  the  reft  of  his  army ;  and  upon  con- 
ferences  with  the  count  de  Monterey,  as  well  as 
Souches,  refolved  to  leave  the  greateíl  part  oí  the  Dutch 
forces  with  the  count,  and  with  the  reft  to  go  mm.dr, 
and  prefs  the  fiege  of  Grave.  And  here  began  tnofe 
diffenfions  among  the  chief  captains  or  the  coníe..e- 
rates,  that  continued  to  ruin  their  defigns,  ano  p*°  -'-J2- 
fo  fatal  to  them  in  the  whole  courfe  oí  the  war  •,  ai.j, 
ao-ainft  all  appearances,  made  good  theSpaniíli  proverb, 
that,  lira  nunca  ceje  grandes  -paxaros  [birdkme  never 
carches  mear  birds]  the  fame  word  fignifymg  a  league 
and  birdlime,  and  meaning,  that  as  this  never  carche* 
p-reat  birds,  fo  the  t’other  never  malees  great  conque;  i.s, 
thoughit  often  does  great  defences:  yet  thefe  hrit  di- 
vifions  were  endeavoured  to  be  cured,  by  the  empe- 
r0r5s  recalling  trie  count  ele  Souches,  and  Spam^ 
count  de  Montetey,  who  were  both  thought  to^iiiire 
maimed  the  aftions  of  this  campaign,  01,  ac  Laid,  nov 
to  have  feconded,  *as  they  might  have  done,  the  prince 
-of  Orange’s  vigour,  in  purfuing  them  to  othei  loi  ts  o 
fucceffes  than  it  qpded  with.  i  his  prince,  havmg 
failed  of  what  he  propofed  in  ravour  or  the  Spaniau.^, 

was  refolved  to  free  his  own  country  from  the  laít 

-  mark 
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°f  í  eir  intended  fcrvitude,  before  this  feafon 

nfi  ^rave  was  the  laft  tow"  the  French  held  in 
an>  of  the  Seven  provinces,  and  had  been  kept  as  a  ma- 

gazme  both  of  what  had  been  taken  in  the  other  places 

and  was  not  eafily  carried  a way  when  they  quitted  them  * 

fo  as  there  was  above  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon 

nf  K°an’  a  VCry  fu,ü  and  brave  garr'r°n  compofed 
of  the  beft  troops,  and  all  that  could  be  added  to  the 

fortifications  of  the  place,  after  the  French  took  it,  tho* 

it  was  before  counted  one  of  the  beft  the  Dutch  had.  It 

had  been  invefteda  month  before;  yet  the  princefound 

the  fiege  but  little advanced  at  his  arrival;  and  the 

Dutch  ioldiers  fo  rebuted  with  the  brave  defence  from 

within,  that  nothing  could  have  carried  the  place  at 

this  ieafon,  being  about  the  middle  of  Odober  when 

the  prince  arrived,  but  the  fame  humour  of  leadino- 

on  his  men  himfelf  whenever  they  íhrunk,  which  can 

nevet  be  too  much  praifed,  ñor  too  much  blamed  in 

tlus  prince  ;  becaufe,  as  his  country  and  allies  would 

have  had  no  general  if  they  had  loft  him,  fo  they  would 

nave  hao  no_  army  if  they  had  not  ventured  him.  In 

ihort,  by  this,  and  his  ufual  application  and  vio-our 

as  well  as  the  common  methods  of  fuch  fieges,  he 

took  Grave  by  the  end  of  Odober,  with  equal  glory 

10  himfelf,  and  fatisfadion  to  all  the  provinces  ;  and 

rettirned  to  the  Hague  about  the  middle  of  Novem- 

bcr,  arter  having  diipoíed  his  forces  in  their  winter- 
quarters. 

Wnh  the  prince  of  Orange  returned  moft  of  the 
general  ( officers  to  the  Hague,  and  among  the  reft  oíd 
prince  h.aurice  of  NaFau,  who,  as  the  prince  told 
me,  had,  with  the  greateft  induftry  that  could  be 
lought  all  occafions  of  dying  fairly  at  the  battle  of  Se! 
neffe,  wnhout  iucceedmg,  which  had  given  him  creat 
regrets  ,  and  I  did  not  wonder  at  it,  confiderino-  his 
age,  of  about  feventy-fix,  and  his  long  habits  bodi  of 

gout 
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j  fl-mp  When  he  carne  to  vifit  me  upon  hi$ 
Surn  and  btforehe  went  to  his  govemment  oíCleve, 

¡r  rame  in  my  head  to  aik  him  an  idle  queftion,  be- 
caufe  I  thouHit  it  not  very  lxkely  for  me  to  fee  un 

¿  and  1  had  a  mind  to  know,  from  his  own  mouth, 
again,  aau  1  uau  ,  much  credited  ftory, 

the  account  of  a  common,  bu 
that  I  had  heard  fo  often  floto  m»ny  other  ,  of  a  i oíd 

parrot  he  had  in  Brafil,  dunng  his  government  t  , 
that  fpoke,  and  aíked,  and  anfwered  common  queftion 
like  a  reafonable  creature  •,  fo  that  thofe  of  his  t 
there  generally  concluded  it  to  be  witchery  or  pof- 
foffionS  and  one  of  his  chaplains,  who  lived  long  after- 
wards  in  Holland,  would  ncver  from  that  time  endure 
a  parrot,  but  faid,  they  all  had  a  devil  m  them.  I  had 
heard  many  particulars  of  this  ftory,  and  a,,ured  by 
people  hard  to  bediferedited,  which  made  me  a  k  prmee 
Maurice  what  there  was  in  it  ?  He  feid.  wjthh« ^ 
plainnefs,  and  drynefs  in  talk,  there  was  fomethi 
true,  but  a  great  deal  falle  of  what  had  been  leport 
ed.  I  deñred  to  know  of  him  what  there  was  of  . 
firft  ?  He  told  me  íhort  and  coldly,  that  he  had  he 
offuch  an  oíd  parrot  when  he  carne  toBrafiU  and 

though  he  believed  nothing  ox  ir’.  and  c  ',a,  , 

pood  way  ofF,  he  had  fo  much  cunofity  as  to  fond 
for  it  that  ’twas  a  very  large  and  a  vei  y  oíd  one  , 
and  when  it  carne  firft  into  the  room  where  the  prmg 
was,  with  a  great  many  Dutchmen  about  him,  it  faid 
prefently,  what  a  company  of  wlute  men  are  he  .  y 
aíked  it  what  he  thought  that  man  was,  P°‘ntino 
prince  ?  it  anfwered,  Some  general  orothe 
thev  brouo-ht  it  cióle  to  him,  he  afteed  it,  D  ou  ut 
vcus?  [whence  come  you  ?]  it  anfwered,  De  Maragnan, 
[from  Maragnan.]  The  prince,  A  qui  eps  vous  . 
f To  whom  do  you  belong  ?]  The  parrot.  A  un  Portu- 
gais.  [To  a  Portuguefe.  1  he  prince,  pie  faJs' 
la  ?  [What  do  you  there  ?]  The  parrot.  Je  garde  les 
puteis.  [I  lookafter  the  chickens.]  i  he  prince  laugh- 
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S  chkkcm  >  Tk '  ?  t Yo“  look  after 

m  ¿/2  íís'iTn/rr^  °9’  r-  **  U 

anrl  .1  >  L 1  es  1,  axicl  I  know  how  to  do  ít  well  •  1 

and  made  tbe  chuck  four  or  five  times,  that  *3 

to  make  to  chickens,  when  they  calí  them  P  Tfrr 
down  the  words  of  thís  worthy  dialogue  in  French  iíft 
as  prince  Maurice  faid  them  to  me.  I  aílced  himJ  • 

filian  lanfTn  Ae  fp°ke  ?  and  he  faid’  in  Bri" 

r  ■ ,  '  1  aíkec  ’  whether  he  underftood  Brafilian  ?  he 

ters’bv  hinÍUo  ^  C2re  to  have  two  interpre- 

ters  by  him,  one  a  Dutchman  that  fpoke  Brafilian 

t  other  a  Brafilian  that  fpoke  Dutch  Y  tZ RSd 

them  lepara tely  and  privately,  and  both  of  them 

a^ed  m  te  hng  him  juft  the  fame  thing  that  the  par  Z 

aid.  I  could  not  but  tell  this  odd  ífory,  becaufc  it  is 

whTtUmavUt  ffbe  ^  3nd  fr°m  the  firft  hand,  and 
.  may  Pabs  fot  a  good  one  ;  for  I  daré  fav  i-hí» 

f  “  b;lic'''d  -U  he  ,o!d  mi,'  w! 

ea°ve  it  fíafjea  f°va  ^  honeft  and  Pious  man.  I 
bene  '  I?atural>fts  ts  reaion,  and  to  other  men  to 

tí  am.Ts  m"'  ,P  ^  Up°r  k  :  howevcIh  ¡t  is  not  per, 

3  fnrh  V  ríeVe  °r  fn  !ven  3  buf>'  kene  fometirnes 
W!  n  íuch  fogreffions,  whether  to  the  purpofe  or  not. 

w:nm'°h  1  e  nten  Up°n  í  6  neSotiat,Gn3  of  the  folio  win» 

aáions  ofThe  re“ríarryd“  glVe/  °í‘f 

1  fr  1  arn.ies,  and  dilpofitions  of  the 

fnceíl  rn  ‘ieí  PlTS,a!Wdi  as  in  tIle  Low  Coun tries, 

DMredl  5rr£UteC  tC?  the  dlfferent  humours  that  ap- 
Phf"  £  h5  HaSu.e  ab°t’t  the  peace,  which  was  indeed 
tm  preient  fcene  or  tnat  affair,  as  well  from  his  ma- 

JAfty  s  H^foation,  as  the  great  weight  cf  the  States  in 
?  confo^£tacy ;  but  chiefly  from  the  perfon  of  the 
pnnce^oi  Orange,  who  feemed  to  be  the  fpirit'  or  o-e- 
mus  or  the  whole  alliance,  and  for  whom  the  reft  &as 
weu  as  me  States  themfelves,  had  fo  great  traft  and 
deference  :  for  feveral  of  their  minifters  made  no  dif- 
lKU‘ty  l0  -1  me  uPon  many  occafions,  that  their  ma- 

íters 
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fters  would  not  have  entered  into  the  prefcnt  engage- 
tnents  they  were  in,  had  it  not  been  more  upon  the 
confidence  they  had  of  the  prince’s  perfonal  honour 
and  iuftice,  than  either  the  forces  or  the  ufual  conduót 
of  the  States-General,  efpecially  in  what  concerned 
the  foreign  treaties  and  negotiations. 

In  Roufillon  little  pafled  oí  importance  between  the 
forces  there  :  The  thoughts  of  both  crowns  were  bent, 
on  that  íide,  more  upon  reducing  or  relieving  Medina, 
that  had  made  an  abíolute  revolt  írom  Spain,  and  en- 
deavoured  to  gain  protedion  from  France  ;  which  was 
not  diíñcult  ín  this  conjundure,  as  that  which  might 
notonlvgivea  great  diverfion  totheSpamíh  foices,  but 
open  a'way  for  the  French  into  the  conqueft  of  Siciiy, 
and  new  deñgns  upon  Naples,  which  had  been  the 
ftao-e  of  fo  many  great  wars  between  the  houfes  of 
France  and  Arragon. 

InGermany  the  prince-eledors  Fasatine,  Tvlentz,  and 
Triers,  had  entered  into  league  with  the  Emperor  for 
the  defence  of  the  Germán  liberty  againft  ail  ftrangers, 
France  was  fo  enraged  againft  the  eledor  Palatine  upon 
thefe  meafures  he  had  taken,  that  monf.  Turenne,  at 
the  head  of  a  French  army,  marched  into  his  coun- 
trv,  and  made  fuch  cruel  ravages  in  it,  and  ib  unufual 
to  that  general’s  common  procedures,  that  the  elec¬ 
tor  fent  him  a  challenge  ;  which  monfieur  Turenne 
anfwered  he  could  not  accept  without  his  mafter’s  leave, 
but  was  ready  to  mect  him  in  the  field  at  the  head  of 
his  army,  againft  any  that  he  and  his  new  allies  would 
bring  together. 

This  prince,  fpited  at  the  helplefs  ruin  of  his  coun- 
try,  provcd  the  greateft  incentive  among  the  Germán 
princes  this  fummer,  to  join  their  forces,  in  order  to 
fome  vigorous  aéíion  againft  France  on  that  ftde.  The 
c’uke  of  Lunenburg  engaged  firft,  and  aiterwards  the 
elector  of  Brandenburg,  in  the  common  caufe  of  the 
Empire’s  being  invaded.  Straíburg  was  prevailed  with 
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to  throw  off  the  neutrality  they  had  enjoyed  fince  the 
war  began  and  declare  for  the  Empire  in  this  quarrel. 
.  e  new  biíhop  of  Muníler  entered  into  the  fame  mea- 
iures,  and  all  together  made  a  coníiderable  forcé,  that 
they  brought  into  the  field,  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine 
aboitt  the  end  of  Auguft,.  or  beginning  ofSeptember! 
Ine  oíd  duke  oí  Lorrain  joined  them  with  his  troops  • 
the  dnke  or  Lunenburg  was  there  in  perfon ;  and  the 
elector  Balatine  had  the  command  of  the  army.  They 
were  divided,  aswell  as  the  Imperial  officers,  whether 
they  íhould  enter  upon  any  confiderable  action  or  no 
till  the  duke  oí  Brandenburg  carne  up,  who  was  upon 
.  *.s  maichat  thehead  ofavery  confiderable  army,  that 
joined  the  confederares  in  Odíober.  This  gave  ^reat 
hopes  and  defigns  ofentering  eitherLorrainor  Burgun- 
dy,  or  takmg  Brifac,  or  at  leaft  Zaberne  and  Haguenau, 
and  thereby  fecuring  their  winter-quarters  in  Alface. 
Monfieur  Turenne  played  a  defenfive  game,  with  a 
fmall  army,  and  ill  handled  by  the  ficknefs  of  the  fea- 
íon.  F ranee  was  at  fuch  a  pinch  for  men,  or  fear  of 
an  irruption  into  their  country  from  Flanders  or  Alface, 
that  they  caufed  their  ban  and  arriere  ban,  the  aflem- 
bhng  whereoí  had  been  long  diluíed,  and  in  a  manner 
antiquated.  However,  with  fome  of  thefe  new  troops, 
and  a  reiníorcement  from  Flanders  after  the  battle  of 
Seneffe,  monfieur  Turenne,  by  plain  forcé  of  fkill, 
and  titat  admirable  icience  in  the  condudt  of  war, 
wnich  no  captain  oí  his  age  could  difpute  with  him, 
prevented  and  difappointed  every  one  of  the  confede¬ 
rares  defigns,  without  ever  coming  toa  fet  battle,  tho’ 
not  without  leverai  íharp  fights  of  part  of  the  torces, 
upon  neceffity  or  advantage  :  fo  that  the  winter  ended 
with  the  allies  quitting  the  laft  point  they  pretended, 
and  would  hayebeen  indeed  decifivein  the  ilfue  of  this 
campaign,  which  was  the  Germán  army’s  quarterino- 
in  Allace,  and  other  parts  on  that  fide  the  Rhine.  & 

The 
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The  moft  confiderable  lofs  or  event  of  this  cam- 
naian  upon  the  Rhine  was  the  death  of  the  young 
prince  of  Brandenburg,  vvho  died  about  the  end  oí  it 
at  Straíburg,  of  a  fever  fo  violent  and  precipítate,  as 
o-ave  occafion  for  the  ufual  fufpicions  and  difcour  es 
that  attend  the  death  of  fuch  young  princes,  as  give 
ereat  hopes  and  fears  to  their  enetmes  and  fnends. 
This  was  the  more  confidered  for  a  particular  and  intí¬ 
mate  friendíhip  between  him  and  the  prince  of  Orange, 
who,  though  coufin-germans,  and  engaged  in  one  com- 
mon  caufe,  were  yet  nearer  joined  by  likeneis  oí  hu- 
mours,  than  of  intereft,  and  by  the  ties  of  perfonal 
kindnefs,  than  of  blood  •,  and  I  never  knew  the  prince 
of  Orange  more  fenfible  of  any  misfortune  that  hap- 

pened  to  him,  than  of  this. 

In  all  the  encounters  mentioned  on  this  fide,  no  for- 
ces  were  oftener  feen  or  more  felt,  or  gained  more  ho- 
nout  for  their  firmneis  and  bravery,  than  the  Englifli 
retriments  ftill  remaining  in  theFrench  fervice,  to  whom 
the  Gerrnans  attributed  wholly  monfieur  1  urenne’s 
fucceíTes,  as  he  did  a  great  deal  himfelf.  But  the  di- 
vifions  arnong  the  princes  that  made  up  the  confe¬ 
dérate  armies  may  juítly  be  iaid  to  have  had  all  the 
ment  that  was  not  períonal  in  moníieur  Burennc  \ 
who  was  certainly  allowed  by  all  that  compared  thena 
to  be  the  greateft  Captain  by  much  of  his  age,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  war  or  condudt  of  a  campaign  •,  though 
the  prince  of  Condé  was  thought  greater  in  a  day  of 
battle,  both  as  to  the  diipoíal  and  order  of  an  aimy, 
vigorous  enterprize,  and  íharp,  as  well  as  pertinent  re- 
folutions,  upon  all  fudden  emergencies,  to  which  the 
courfe  and  chance  of  a  battle  is  every  way  fubjeét. 

For  Sweden  and  Denmark,  they  were  not  yet  entered 
into  the  lilis,  but  feemed  nove  upon  the  point  of  taking 
party.  Sweden  had  acted  the  part  of  a  mediator  ever 
lince  the  breaking  up  of  the  treaty  at  Cologne,  both  by 

their  ambafiadorat  Vienna  and  at  theFIague,  whophed 
'  :  1  both 
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borh  thefe  courts  with  very  long  and  frequent  memo- 

Sr  i°  fu  purpüfe  dunng  this  whole  fummer;  but 
they  liad  been  as  hard  plied  themfelves  all  that  time 

7?  ,the  Pia™ces  and  advantages  offered  bv  France 
both  to  that  crown,  and  the  chief  minifters,  to  en- 

gage  them  in  the  war.  Nothing  feemed  ío  likelv  to 
determine  them,  as  the  treaty  and  expedition  of  the 
dulce  of  Branden burg  on  the  confederare  fide,  which 
laid  open  his  country  to  the  invafion  of  Sweden,  and 
gave  them  a  pretence  of  a  breach,  in  that  prince,  of 
fe  treane,s  between  them,  in  making  war  a^ainfl 
1-  ranee  without  the  conient  of  the  Swedes.  Therefore 
as  íoon  as  he  was  gone  towards  the  Rhine  with  all  the 
urength  of  his  forces,  the  Swedes  drew  the  beft  and 
greateft  part  of  theirs  into  Pomerania ;  and  as  the 
duiteof  Brandenburg  advanced  in  the  commoff  defigns 
againít  France  ;  fo  Sweden,  without  declarino-  war 
pmiued  their  meaíures  with  that  crown,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  had  drawn  their  forces  into  the 
Brandenburg  country,  though  without  attempt  upon 
any  places,  and  even  with  pretence  at  firft  of  payino- 
for  their  quarters,  which  was  reckoned  upon  as  íhort- 

livedamongfoldiersinanotherprince’scountry,  whether 

inend  or  enemy.  The  prefent  effeft  of  this  inroad,  was 
the  endmg  of  another  pretence  of  that  crown,  which 
was  that  of  mediation,  and  fo  devolving  that  fio-ure 
wholly  upon  his  majeíly  ;  and  on  the  other  fide  V 
mg  hopes  to  the  confederates  of  engaging  Denm°ark 
on  raen  fide,  if,  for  no  other  reafon,  yet  upon  that 
oíd  one  among  them,  of  being  always  oppofite  to  Swe¬ 
den,  and  their  intereft  or  allies. 

t  _  As  foon  as  the  prince  carne  to  the  Mague  I  attended 
him,  and,  after  compliments  paíTed,  1  acquainted  hirq 
witn  what  his  majefty  had  commanded  me  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  kindnefs  ano  eíleem  for  his  highneís  ;  of  his 
refolutions  to  obferve  and  cultívate  his°prefent  friend- 
with  t¿.c  States,  and  delire  to  lee  a  ireneral  Deace 

reítored 
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rrítored  to  Chriftendóm,  in  which  he  intended  to  aft 
wholly  in  concert  with  his  highnefs,  whofe  opinión 
as  to  the  thing,  and  the  conditions  moft  necefiary  for 
his  highnefs  to  infift  on,  he  very  much  defired  to  un- 
derftand  as  foon  and  as  fully  as  he  could.  The  prince 
anfwered  me  with  expreílions  of  duty  and  kindnefs  to 
his  ma'iefty,  and  defires  of  a  near  conjunción  between 
the  two  nations,  which  he  thought  alone  could  malee 
his  maiefty  fafe  at  home  and  abroad.  For  the  peace, 
he  faid,  though  he  could  make  many  complaints  of  the 
conduC  both  of  the  Spaniards  and  Imperiahfts  fince 
their  treaties ;  yet  the  States  could  not,  with  any  faith 
or  honour,  make  a  feparate  peace,  upon  any  ternas 
that  France  could  offer  them  :  that  a  general  peace 
could  not  be  made  without  leaving  Flanders  in  a  pofture 
of  defending  itfelf  upon  any  new  or  fudden  invafion, 
ao-ainft  which  no  guaranties  could  fecure  it:  that  Spain 
could  not  upon  any  exchange,  quit  the  county  or  Bin- 
eundy,  or  Cambray,  ñor  any  thing  in  Flanders  beyond 
the  treatv  of  the  Pyrenees,  unlefs  it  were  Aire  and  St. 
Omer.  This,  he  faid,  was  his  opinión  •,  but  it  he 
miaht  know  the  king’s,  and  ñnd  it  at  all  confiftent 
with  the  fafety  of  his  country,  and  his  own  honour 
towards  his  allics^  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  bring 
it  about,  as  he  had  already  done  the  point  of  his  ma- 
iefty’s  mediation,  which  was  accepted  both  at  Madrid 
and  Vienna.  I  told  him,  that  the  king,  having  been 
the  author  and  guarantee  of  the  peacejit  Aix,  and  not 
having  yet  feen  the  French  beaten  out  of  any  town  that 
was  mven  them  by  that  treaty,  could  with  ill  grace 
propofe  any  thing  to  France  beyond  thole  tenns,  un¬ 
lefs  it  were  upon  lome  equivalent.  Fie  replied  refo- 
lutely,  ’Twere  better  going  on  with  tlie  wat,  let  it  laít 
as  long,  and  coft  as  much  as  it  would  1  tnat  his  ma¬ 
iefty  might,  if  lie  pleafed,  induce  France  to  whatever 
he  thought  )uft  •,  and  could  never  lhew  him  fo  n.uch 

kindnufs,  as  to  bring  him  out  of  this  war  with  honour: 

it 
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if  he  wouid  not,  it .muft  go  on  till  fome  change  hap- 
pened  m  the  condition  of  the  parties,  to  make  the 
pcace  more  necefíary  on  one  fide  or  other :  how  it 
wouid  faJl  out  he  could  not  tell,  and  muft  leave  it  to 
Ood  j  but  he  thought  they  had  as  fair  a  game  as  the 

í  f  that  lae  was  í'ure  they  might  have  been  ab- 
iolutely  beatenat  Seneffe,  if  the  count  de  Soucheshad 
lo  pleaíed  and  have  had  a  fair  blow  for  it  again  at 
Oudenarde  :  that  he  was  fure  Germany  could  furnifh 
more  and  better  men  than  France,  and  they  were  now 
m  a  manner  umted  in  the  common  defence  ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Empero*  counfels  and  condiift  wouid  not 
be  fo  betrayed  as  they  had  been  :  that,  however,  lie 
muft  perform  what  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  that 

o  the  States,  was  engaged  in  to  their  allies,  let  it  coft 
what  it  wouid. 

I  imagined  i n  what  he  faid  of  the  Empero  r’s  couníels 
he  reflected  upon  the  bufinefs  of  prince  Lakowitz* 
whofe  dngrace  made  fo  great  noife  about  this  time, 
and  with  particulars  fo  extraordinary  of  the  French 
praflices  in  that  court,  that  they  were  very  hard  to  be- 
lieve>  and  very  uncertain  to  know  at  that  diftance 
and  even  at  Vienna  itfelf ;  and  therefore  I  wouid  not 
enter  into  them  with  the  prince,  ñor  íhall  I  here,  as 
bemg  foreign  to  this  prefent  fcene. 

There  was  one  point  more  I  entered  into  with  the 
prince,  which  was  upon  occafion  of  the  many  dilcon- 

• ,,  ,  o  ^  at  the  courfe  ol  the  laft  mi- 

mftry  and  war,  who  were  fofpefted  to  have  trinkled 
at  leaft  with  Holland,  about  raifing  feditions,  and  per’ 
haps  infurreétions  in  England,  if  the  war  continued, 
and  the  Dutch  fleets  ihould  appear  upon  our  coafts^ 
which  were  hke  to  be  unguarded  the  next  fummer’ 
by  the  ftraits  his  majeíly  was  in  for  money  to  fet.out 
a  as  oclieved,  among  many  others.  my  lord 

Shaftfbury  was  one  that  had  of  late  plaved  this 
game  j  who,  having  been  as  deep  as  anv  man  in  the 

<  ounfels 
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counfels  of  the  cabal,  and  gone  fo  far  in  the  public 
applaufe  of  them,  as,  in  a  Ipecch  in  parliament,  to 
have  applied  the  delenda  Carthago  [Carthage  muft  be 
deftroyed]  to  our  intcreftinthe  deftruótion  oí  Holland; 
yet  when  he  faw  the  parliament  and  nation  fallen  op¬ 
on  it,  and  that  the  king  could  not  purfue  it  with  lo 
much  ill  humour  in  both,  he  turned  íhort  upon  the 
court  and  the  reft  of  the  cabal,  fell  in  with  the  po¬ 
pular  humour  in  the  city,  as  well  as  parliament,  de- 
cried  the  prefent  deíigns  and  condutt,  though  with 
the  loís  of  his  chancellóos  place,  and  was  believed  to 
manare  a  praOtice  in  Holland  foi  lome  intuí  1  echón 
here.^  I  told  the  prince,  what  the  king  faipeóted  of 
íorneof  his  fabjefts,  without  namingany,  how  much 
fervice  it  would  be  to  his  majefty  to  know  them  more 
certainly,  and  how  kind  it  would  be  in  lus  highneís  to 
difeover  them.  The  prince  was  ftanch,  and  íaid,  he 
was  fure  the  king  would  not  prefs  him  upon  a  thing 
fo  much  againft  all  honour,  as  to  betray  men  that 
profeffed  to  be  his  friends.  I  gave  his  majefty  an  ac- 
count  of  all  that  pafted  between  the  prince  and  me, 
which  was  thought  at  court  both  coid  to  his  majefty, 
and  ftiff  as  to  the  peace  ;  and  I  had  no  returns  or  or- 
ders  upon  it  ;  but  within  a  week  or  ten  days  1  had  no- 
tice,  that  my  lord  Arlington  and  my  lord  OíTorv^in- 
tended  to  make  a  turn  into  Holland,  with  monfieur 
Odyke  and  histwo  fifters,  to  make  a  vifit  to  their  friends 
at  the  Plague  *,  and,  about  the  begínningof  December, 
they  arrived  in  the  king’s  yachts,  but  without  any  íort 
of  charaóler,  or  íhew  ot  bufinefs. 

My  lord  Arlington  brought  me  a  letter  from  the 
king,  written  all  with  his  own  hand  •,  and  telling  me 
he  had  fent  hirn  to  fet  right  lome  important  points 
between  his  majefty  and  the  prince,  which  ought  not 
to  lie  longer  in  doubt  •,  recommending  to  me  all  the 
aftiftance  I  could  give  him,  and  afluring  me  of  his  rna- 

ieftv’s  con nd ence  andkindnefs.  His  lordíhip  brought 

tiie 
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the  moft  ampie  credential  likewife,  that  could  be,  from 

11  m<yei-y  1 1 lie  prince,  who  ftill  gave  me  part  of 
..11  that  paíTed  between  thern,  with  as  much  opennefs 
and  freedom,  as  the  otherdid  with  coldnefsand  referve- 
and  thereby  lent  me  many  lights  that  I  eould  not  other- 
wfe  have  had,  to  dilcover  the  myftery  of  this  journey 
and  affair,  which  was,  in  great  part,  a  fecret  to  my 
oíd  treafurer  himfelf,  whom  yet  his  maieíly  was 

íought  to  n  uil  at  that  time,  as  much  as  he  had  ever 
done  any  of  his  mimíters. 

,  Ior^  Atlington,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of 
tnole  meafures  that  the  king  entered  into,  durino-  the 
.  ry  0  .  ráe  cabal  and  the  war  with  Holland,  in  con¬ 
junción  with  France,  found  himfelf  fomethino-  difcre- 
uited  with  his  mafter,  upon  the  ill  ilfue  of  that  affair, 
and  the  neceffities  which  forced  him  to  a  feparate 
p^ace,  both  from  the  wants  of  his  treafury,  and  difcon- 
tents  01  his  parliament  and  peoplein  general.  By  the 
degrees  this  lord’s  favour  declined,  the  earlof  Danby’s 
increaied,  who  fucceeded  my  lord  Clifford  in  the  trea- 
.  r7»  had  ever  been  mylord  Arlington’s  ambi- 

tion.  x  his  gave  him  an  implacable  envy  and  hatred 
againlt  my  lord  Danby  •,  which  no  offices  offriendíhips 
could  ever  allay.  He  was  not  well  with  the  nation  for 
iiaving  had  fuch  a  part  in  breaking  the  courfe  of  the 
triple  aüiance,  and  making  that  with  France  for  the 
¡  uin  oí  Holland,  and,  as  was  commonly  thouoht,  for 
iome  ends  more  difpleafing  at  lióme.  Yet,  when  the 
>Ji_  humour  of  the  parliament  had  broken  the  defmns 
or  the  cabal,  and  made  my  lord  Shaftíbury  íhiftliis 
iaiis,  and  fall  into  the  popular  ítream,  my  lord  Arlino-, 
ton  had  gone  ló  far  upon  the  fame  fcent,  as  to  ioin 
with  the  duke  of  Ormond  and  fecretary  Coventrv,  to 
perfoade  the  king  to  remove  the  duke  wholly  from 
court  and  public  bufineís,  as  a  means  to  appeafe  the 
di  i  con  ten  ts  of  the  parliament  upon  fome  jealoufies 
t..e  late  conduct  of  affairs  had  raiíed  amono-  them. 

By 
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By  this  counfel  my  lord  ArÜngton  had  very  much 
ofended  the  duke  •,  and,  finding  himfelf  ill  with  his 
royai  highnefs,  with  the  parliament,  and  every  day 
declining  in  credit  with  the  king,  he  thought  there 
was  no  way  of  retrievmg  h¡s  game,  but  by  making 
himfelf  the  ínítrument  or  íome  fecret  and  cloíe  mea- 
fures  that  might  be  taken  between  the  king  and  the 
prince  of  Orange.  He  firft  infufed  into  his  majefty  the 
neceífity  and  advantage  of  fuch  a  negotiation,  and  then 
that  of  his  being  employed  in  it,  frorn  the  inteieif  his 
lady’s  friends  and  kindred  in  Holland  would  be  able 
to  give  him,  as  well  as  from  the  credit  of  having  been 
lo  long  in  the  lecret  ot  the  king’s  affairs,  and  lo  beífc 
able  to  give  them  fuch  colours  as  might  renden  the 
late  condu¿t  of  them  lefs  difagreeable  to  the  prince. 
Though  he  profefied  great  friendlhip  to  me,  yet  he  re- 
prefented  me  as  unlikely  to  be  treated  with  fuch  a  con- 
fidence  from  the  prince  as  was  requinte  in  this  aífair, 
for  having  been  fo  intímate  with  moníieur  De  Vv  ítt, 
in  my  former  embaíiy  •,  and  gave  the  prince’s  unwil- 
lingnefs  to  fee  me  during  the  campaign,  as  a  teftimo- 
ny'of  his  diflike  or  at  leaít  indifterency,  to  me.  fie 
propofed  going  over  with  all  the  auxiliarles  that  weie 
like  to  be  of  any  fuccour  in  this  expedition,  carrying 
not  only  my  lady  Arlington,  but  madam  Beverwaert 
her  bíter,  who  had  fomething  in  her  humour  and  con- 
verfation  very  agreeable  to  the  prince  •,  Sir  cjabnel  Syl- 
vius,  who  took  himfelf  to  be  in  great  credit  in  that 
court,  where  he  had  ferved  long,  and  particularly  with 
monficur  Bentinck  •,  ñor  was  it  forgot  to  carry  over 
Dr.  Durel,  as  a  man  fit  to  praftiíe  monfieur  De  Maraít, 
a  Frc-nch  minifter,  who  was  thought  to  have  credit  with 
the  prince :  and  my  lord  Oífory  was  known  to  have  a 
great  part  in  his  kindnefs  and  efteem,  as  well  from 
his  marriage  into  the  Beverwaert  family,  as  from  his 
bravery,  fo  much  applauded  in  all  aótions,  where  he 

Vol.  II.  D  had 
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had  been,  which  was  a  quality  loved  by  the  princc¿ 
though  employed  againft  him. 

]VIy  lord  Danby  had  becn  made  to  believe,  that 
a  letter  from  the  prince  to  monfieur  Odyke,  then  orte 
of  the  Dutch  ambalTadors  in  England,  had  given  occa- 
fion  for  this  journey,  as  if  the  prince  had  defired  fome 
perfon  there  from  the  king,  with  whom  he  miriit 
entei  into  the  laít  coníidence  \  but  the  prince  aíTiired 
me  there  was  no  fuch  thing,  and  that  monfieur  De  Ru- 
yigny,  the  French  minifter  at  London,  had  more  part 
in  this  journey  than  he,  or  perhaps  any  body  elle  % 

and  that  all  toe  endcavours,  uíed  towards  apeace,  carne 
from  that  íide. 


However  mílru&d,  at  leaít  thus  accompanied,  my 
lord  Arlington  carne  to  the  Hague ;  where  he  told  me, 
at  our  firft  meeting,  that  he  carne  over  to  fet  right 
fome  things  between  the  king  and  the  prince,  that 
he  doubted  were  amifs  ;  and  to  fettle  a  perfeób  kind- 
nefs  and  con  fidence  between  them  for  the  time  to  come: 
that  to  do  this  he  muft  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  fore^ 
and  rake  into  things  paft,  which  was  an  unpleafant 
v/ork?  and  which  I  could  not  do,  as  having  no^art  in 
the  king  s  bufinefs  dunng  that  time  wherein  the  prince 
took  his  offence  at  our  counfels  :  that  the  king  had 
chofen  him  for  this  ofEce,  becaufe  he  could  beftjufti- 
fy  his  majeíiy’s  intentions  towards  his  highnefs,  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  that  affair :  that  for  the  peace, 
though  his  majefty  defired  ic,  yet  he  would  not  meddle 
in  1  l,  unkfs  the  prince  oí  himleif  made  any  overtures 
about  1 1,  but  ./ould  omy  cndeavrour  to  give  the  prince 
what  lights  he  could,  as  to  the  ftate  of  things  in*ge- 
neral,  and  what  he  might  hope  from  his  alíies,  as  well 
as  from  France  :  that,  if  the  prince  made  no  advan- 
ces  to  him  npoii  it,  he  would  let  it  fail,  and  leave  it 
in  my  lianas,  to  be  purfued.-by  the  orders  I  íliould 
receive  :  tnat  he  kncvv  verv  well,  !uch  a  commiíEon  as 
his  might  look  unkind,  ií  not  injunous,  to  another  am- 

balfador. 
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bafiacíor,  and  that  he  would  not  have  come  if  any 
other  had  been  here  j  but  the  king,  as  well  as  he,  rec- 
koned  fo  farupon  the  friendíhip  between  us,  that  they 
were  both  confident  oí  my  beingeafy  in  it,  and  giving 
him  any  affiftance  he  íhould  want  from  me,  which  he 
would  acquaint  me  withas  the  matter  proceeded.  He 
faid  befides,That,  after  having  fought  the  king  s  battle 
with  the  prince,  he  muft  fight  another  of  his  own, 
who  did  not  deferve  the  coldnefs  his  highnefs  had 
of  late  exprefíed  to  him  ,  and  v/hcn  this  was  done,  ail 
his  bufinefs  was  ended  here,  and  the  reft  would  be  cn- 
ly  feeing  his  friends,  and  finding  fome  divcrfions  fionl 
a  new  lcene  1  that  he  defired  I  would,  accoiding^  to 
the  forms,  bring  him  and  my  lord  OíTory,  the  firft: 
time,  to  the  prince,  and  after  that  they  would  fee  him 
no  more  in  ceremony,  ñor  give  me  that  trouble. 

I  told  his  lordíhip  1  was  very  glad  to  fee  him,  let 
his  buünefs  be  what  it  would  :  that  I  íhould  be  gladder 
yet  that  the  king’s  bufinefs  íhould  be  done,  let  it  be 
by  whom  it  would,  but  much  more  that  it  might  be 
by  him  :  that  for  fetting  matters  right  between  the 
kmg  and  the  prince,  I  thought  it  the  bcft  office  couid 
be  done  them  both  :  that  for  the  way  he  mentioned 
of  raking  into  the  fore,  and  fighting  battles  in  deience 
or  juftification  of  what  was  paft,  1  knew  not  what  to 
fay  to  it,  but  would  leave  it  to  his  own  prudence  ;  but 
from  what  I  knew  in  particular,  oí  the  punce  0  hu- 
mour  and  thcughts,  whatever  he  did  or  that  íort,  I  be- 
lieved,  íhould  be  very  gentle,  and  not  go  too  deep  ; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  was  always  oí  opinión,  that  ex - 
poftulations  are  very  apt  to  end  well  between  loveis, 
but  ill  between  friends :  that  I  would  fend  to  the  prince 
for  an  hour-,  and,  when  1  had  brought  him  to  his  high¬ 
nefs,  I  would  leave  him  there  aíter  the  firft  entrances 
were  paft,  and  defired  no  other  part  in  this  afiair,  thaa 
what  he  thought  neceftary  tó  give  me  ♦,  whenever  he 
did,  I  íhould  ferve  him  the  beft  I  couid,  in  fo  good 
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an  endeavour ;  and  for  the  reft,  I  lhould  íeave  the  field 
íree  t°  my  lord  OlTory  and  him,  while  they  ftaid  at 
ne  Hague,  as  to  all  that  was  fecret :  as  to  the  reft  í 
tlehred  they  would  make  what  ufe  they  pleafed  of  me 
and  my  houfe. 

.  My  lord  Arlington  took  all  I  faid  very  well  1  faid, 
lt  was  not  neceftary  I  fhould  Ieave  them,  after  I  had 
introduced  them  to  the  prince,  but  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  I  faw  he  would  not  diflike  it,  or  have  any  bo- 
d>  thought  to  have  any  part  in  the  fuccefíes  he  expett- 
e  .  onext  morning  I  brought  them  to  the  prince* 
and,  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  ftay,  left  them  to- 
gether.  The  prince  would  have  had  me  ftay,  but  my 
lord  Arlington  faid  not  a  word  ;  and  I  pretended  lome 
etters  prelled  me,  and  fo  went  away,  and  never  faw 
tnem  together  any  more  while  they  ftaid  at  the  Hamie, 
a':  dinnei,  or  in  mixed  and  public  company. 

.  d  ^  truth  is,  I  was  not  the  worfe  entertained,  du- 
nng  the  courfe  of  this  adven  ture;  for  my  lord  Arlin.o-- 
ton  told  me  every  day  what  he  thought  fit,  of  all 
tnat  pafied  betvveen  them  ;  and  the  prince  told  me, 
not  only  the  thing,  but  the  manner  of  it,  which  was 
more  important  than  the  matter  itfelf ;  for  this  had 
no  effeet,  but  the  other  a  great  deai,  and  that  lafted 
J°ng  My  lord  Arlington  told  me  much  of  his  ex- 
poftulations  and  v/ith  what  good  turns  of  wit  he  had 
juítificd  both  the  king’s  part  in  the  late  war,  and  his 
own  ;  but  that  upon  all  he  found  the  prince  dry  and 
lullen,  or,  at  the  beft,  uneaíy,  and  as  if  he  wiíhed'it 
ended :  that  upon  difcourfeof  theftate  ofChriftendom 
and  what  i._>ated  to  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  ;  he 
made  him  no  overtures  at  al!,  ñor  entered  further, 
tnan  that  the  king  might  bring  himout  of  it  with  ho- 
nour  ft  he  pleaied,  and  with  lafety  to  Chriftendom  •,  if 
not,  it  rnuft  go  on  till  the  fortunes  of  the  parties  chano-- 
ing  made  way  for  other  thoughts,  than  he  believed 
either  of  them  had  at  this  time:  that  this  mioht  hap- 
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pen  after  another  campaign,  which  none  but  his  ma- 
feítv  could  prevent,  by  inducing  Francc  to  fuch  terms 
as  he  thought  juft  and  fafe  for  the  reíl  of  Chnften- 

dom.  ,  1  ,  « • 

Xhis  was  the  fu  ni  of  what  my  lord  Ariington  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  paíTed  in  three  long  conferences  •,  at- 
ter  which  it  grew  ío  uneafy  between  them,  that  he 
told  me  he  had  abfolutely  given  it  over,  and  would 
not  fay  a  word  more  of  buíinefs  while  he  was  there, 
and  attended  his  majeíty’s  orders,  after  the  return  of 
his  difpatches,  but  would  divert  himfelf  in  the  mean 
time  as  well  as  he  could,  fee  the  prince  as  often  as  he 
pleafed  at  dinner,  or  in  company,  but  aík  it  no  more 
in  prívate,  unlefs  the  prince,  of  himfcif,  deíired  it^ 
and,  upon  the  whole,  gave  all  the  figns  of  being  equal- 
ly  difappointed  and  difcontented  with  the  fuccefs  of 

this  undertaking.  ^ 

The  prince,  on  the  other  fide,  told  me  with  what 

arrogance  and  infolence  my  lord  Ariington  had  entered 
upon  all  his  expoftulations  with  him,  both  upon  the 
kinofs  chapter  and  his  own  :  that  it  was  not  only  in 
the  difeourfes  of  it,  as  if  he  pretended  to  deal  with  a 
child,  that  he  could  by  his  wit  malee  believe  what  he 
pleafed  *,  but  in  the  manner  he  faid  all  upon  that  fub- 
je£t,  it  was  as  if  he  had  taken  himfelf  for  the  prince 
of  Orange,  and  him  for  my  lord  Ariington  :  that  all 
he  faid  was  fo  artificial,  and  giving  fuch  falle  coíours 
to  thinsfs  every  body  knew,  that  he  that  was  a  plain 
man  could  not  bear  it,  and  was  never  lo  weary  of  an\ 
converfation  in  his  life.  In  fhort,  all  the  punce  told 
me  upon  it  looked  fpited  at  my  lord  Ariington,  and 
pot  very  much  fatisfied  with  the  king’s  intentions  up¬ 
on  this  errand  *,  though  he  faid  he  was  íure  his  majeíty 
never  intended  he  íhould  treat  it  in  the  manner  he  had. 


¡f  he  remembered  that  he  was  his  nephew,  though  no 

thing  elfe. 


After 
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*  After  trC.  firft,  convcrí'at¡ons,  my  lord  Arlington 
•  j  nfi^r  lx  WefksjnrHolland,  either  upon  contrary 

J?  J  Uln  hlS  ílfpLatches’  or  to  cariT  Him  away, 
~Ár  i,  ,  ,  lnner  Wldl  tbe  pnnce  at  court  or  at  count 
Wa  deck  s  or  monfieur  Odyke’s,  or  with  me  putting 
on  the  beft  humour  and  countenance,  affeding  the 
figure  ofonethat  had  nothing  of  bufinefs  in  his  head, 

lX'n  1  C  rj^n  °j  11S  JourncT- .  but  at  heart  weary  of 
i  .  ln  P*0^30^  and  unwilling  to  return  with  no 

íMr errand  *  and> as  h  h« 

,,  [  k°und  the  fenfioner  and  count  Waldeck  thought 
hat  the  bent  of  my  lord  Arlington  was  to  draw  the 
pnnce  mto  fuch  meaíures  of  a  peace  as  France  then  fo 
much  defirecí ;  into  a  difcovery  of  thofe  perfons  who 
Jad  maoe  adyances  to  the  prince  or  the  States  of  rai- 
iing  commotions  in  England  during  the  late  war  ;  in- 
to  iecret  meafures  with  the  king  of  affifting  him 
againft  any  rebels  at  home,  as  wellas  enemies  abroad; 

Ti  *nt0  Te  h°Pcs  or  defigns  of  a  match  with  the 
dukes  eldeft  daughter  :  though  they  faid  he  found 
the  prince  would  not  enter  at  all  into  the  firft,  was 
obftinate  againft  the  fecond,  treated  the  third  as  a  dif- 
relpect  to  the  king,  to  think  he  could  be  fo  ill  belov- 
Cd’  ,or  f  nnprudent,  to  need  it ;  and,  upon  mention 

TÍ  °l  aft,bp  my  lord  Ofibry,  he  took  no 
ur  er  o  v  oí  it  toan  faying,  his  fortunes  were  not  in 
a  condition  for  him  to  think  of  a  wife. 

Thusended  this  myftical  journey,  which  I  have  the 

rather  unveiled,  becaufe,  perhaps,  no  other  could  do 

it;  ñor  I,  without  fo  many  feveral  lights  from  fo 

many  feveral  han ds  ;  and  becaufe,  though  it  brou^ht 

rorth  no  prelent  íruits  ;  yet  feeds  were  then  fcattered 

out  ot  which  fprung  afterwards  fome  very  oreat 
events.  7  °  * 

My  lord  Arlington  returned,  was  received  but  cold.V 
by  the  *ving,  and  ill  by  the  duke,  who  was  angry 

that 


5 
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that  any  mention  had  been  made  oí  the  lady  Marv, 
SJic  was  done  only  by  my  lord  Offory,  and  whc- 
ther  with  order  from  the  kmg,  or  no,  was  not  known  . 
fo  as  never  any  ftrain  of  court  íkill  and  contnvance 
fucceeded  fo  unfortunately  as  this  liad  done,  and  fo 
contrary  to  all  the  ends  the  author  of  it  propo  ed  to 
himfelf.  Inftead  of  advancing  the  peace,  he  kit  it 
defperate  s  inftead  of  eftabliíhing  a  conñdence  between 
the  king  and  the  prince,  he  left  all  colder  than  he  found 
it  •,  inftead  of  entering  into  great  per.onal  conñdence 
and  friendfliip  with  the  prince,  he  left  an  unkmdnefs 
that  lafted  ever  after  ;  inftead  of  retneving  his  own 
credit  at  court,  which  he  found  waning  upon  the  in- 
creafe'  of  my  lord  Danby’s,  he  made  an  end  o,  all 
he  had  left  with  the  king,  who  never  after  ufed  him 
with  any  conñdence  further  than  theformsof  his  place-, 
and  found  my  lord  treafurer’s  credit  with  the  king 
more  advanced  in  íix  weeks  he  had  been  away,  tlian 

it  had  done  in  many  months  beíore. 

Whatever  was  the  occafion,  France  had  this  winter 
an  extreme  defire  of  a  peace  i  and  left  no  ways  unat- 
tempted  to  obtain  it,  that  might  not  too  much  diíco- 
ver  the  need  they  had  of  it.  I  fuppcíe  they  might 
apprehend  what  the  confederates  reckoned  upon,  with 
perhaps  too  much  afiurance  5  that,  it  they  could  gain. 
one  battle,  they  íhould  certainly  enter  France  •,  and, 
if  ever  they  did,  the  iil  humours  grown  under  this 
late  government  would  certainly  break  out,  and  make 
way  for  all  the  fucceíTes  and  ravages  they  propoted  to 
themfelves  -,  or,  at  leaft,  for  fuch  terms  of  a  peace  as 
would  leave  all  the  neighbours  of  that  crown  in  íafety 
and  at  quiet.  A  talk  was  fet  on  foot  of  a  marnage  be¬ 
tween  Monfieur’s eldeft  daughter  and  the  kingof  Spain, 
in  the  heat  of  the  war  :  a  fulpenfion  of  arms  v/as  pío- 
pofed  at  Vienna  by  count  Oxenftiern  the  Svvediíh  am- 
baftador-,  and  the  fending  Plenipotentiaries  immeui- 
ately  after  to  treat  the  peace,  with  offers,  in  cafe  this 
-  ■  3  xj  4  werc 
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were  agreed  to,  that  the  affair  of  prince  Wiiliam  of 
Furítemburg  ftould  be  refpited  tiil  the  end  of  S  rea 
y,  and  paffports  íhould  be  granted  for  the  dulce  o f 

“P0"  »Sd’  difflcultfcs  had  beeí 

«nburg  and  Lunenburg,  to  disjo¡„P,hem  from 
common  all, anee  and  a  particular  intelligence  was  Uld 
between  the  marihal  D’Eftrades  and  one°who  had  been 
Penfioner  of  Maeftricht,  who  communicated  all  hh 
•  KCers  t0  *he  Penfioner  Pagel :  but  the  fum  of  all  was 
in  lances  for  a  feparate  peace  between  Franceand  Hol- 
land;  a  breach  oí  their  meafures  with  the  houfe  of 
Uiftria  and  return  of  the  oíd  ones  with  France  to 

be  t  Y  °ff'ered  311  the  adv^ages  that  couTd 

f  .  *  otrues  In  point  of  commerce,  and  all  the 

Orange.  ^  tha£  C°uld  be  de&ed  by  a  prince  of 

,  BuC  tbe  P'.'ínce  ™as  unmoveable  in  the  point  of  not 

to  vl-iT  ai1CS  5  th°Uf  he  be§an  to  forefee  he  was  like 
o  pLy  a  hard  gamewith  them  next  furnmerin  the  field 

and  peihaps  a  harder  with  the  people  at  home  who 

grew  impatient  for  a  peace,  both  upon  the  cruel  taxes 

he  war  hact  raifed,  and  upon  the  prefent  decay  oftrade 

of  fhe  w  ,  PírehC  u10n’  'fh-  with  lonSer  continuance 
rj,,,  ,?  U  v/°uld  run  fo  far  into  a  new  channel  by 

a  as  ”ever.to  be  fetrieved.  Upon  thefe  con 

w;r  t  Qnn  e  pn;Kf  refo!ve,d  to  make  one  efFort  to- 
“jd's  a  Peace  w,th  honour  before  this  fea  fon  ended 
and  made  all  rurther  thoughts  of  it  give  way  to  the 

?h¡s°TuVhe  aPPnCh'^  ,CampaÍSn-  H,s  fcheme  was 
b  ?  1  fi yt  a  match  íhould  oe  made  between  the  kino-0f 

bpain  and  Mademoifelle  :  that  France  íhould  ffive  with 

her  in  dowry  the  iate  conquered  places  in  Flanders 

t.iut  tne  king  íhou  d  malee  this  match,  and  upon 

\hder  te[ms :  and  that  he  íhould  have  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  his  good  offices  in  it.  Bv  this 
means  a  peace  would  be  made  with  fafety  to  Spain  and 
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t0  Bolland,  by  lecuring  again  the  frontiers  of  Flanuers  •, 
“ith  honour  to  France,  who  parted  with  the  conquer¬ 
id  towns  only  as  dowry  to  a  daughterof  France  ;  with- 
“  blemilh  to  the  prince's  honour  or  fatth  m  ha 
alliances ,  and  with  honour  and  profit  both  to  h.s  ma- 
jefty,  which  laft  was  thought  no  unwelcome  c.rcum- 

flanee  at  that  time  in  our  court.  ,  ,  , 

This  the  prince  and  Penfioner  having  digefted  the 
beft  way  they  could,  and  deduced  to  me,  defired  me 
to  propofe  to  the  king,  as  the  only  way  of  mamng 
the  peace  he  fo  much  defired  as  a  thrng  they  wei  c 
fure  he  could  do,  and  that  France  could  not  deny  him 
if  he  would  prefs  ít  •,  and  as  the  laft  degiee  of  favo 
his  maiefty  could  exprefs  to  the  prince  who  could  no 
other  way  come  out  of  this  war  with  honour.  ey 
defired  me  to  write  it  to  the  king  himfelf,  and  that  no- 
thing  might  be  faid  of  it  to  any  other  perfon,  till  his 
maiefty  fhould  return  me  his  opimon  upon  it. 

I  didfo  by  two  letters  to  the  king,  but :  had  no 
hones  eiven  me  that  it  would  be  effecfed  :  Whether 
France  took  the  defires  of  the  prince  for  an  argument 
of  his  being  weary  of  the  war,  or  that  he  found  the 
people  were  fo  5  or  whether  they  would  not  end  the 
war  without  breaking  the  forcé  and  confidence  of  the 
prefent  alliance,  or  (as  the  prince  thought)  without 
leavino-  Flandersopen  for  another  invafion,  when  tome 
betterconiunétufe  fhould  malee  way  for  it  •,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  revolt  of  Medina  had  given  them  hopes  o-: 
difabling  Spain,  by  drawing  their  forces  on  that-hde, 
and  difpofing  them  toa  peace  by  this  wound  in  a  part 
fo  tender,  and  that  might  fpread  fo  far  into  Italy  •,  or 
whether  they  had  now  abfolutely  engaged  the  crown 
of  Svveden  to  enter  into  the  war,  and  beíieved  that,  b) 
the  imprelfion  that  crown  would  malee  in  Pomeiama, 
they  might  not  only  recal  the  dulee  of  Biandenburw 
and  his  forces  from  the  Rhine,  but,  if  they  fucceedcc , 

mfoht  fo  alarm  the  Empire  on  that  fide,  as  to  break, 
0  or 


'  ':f-  if-  ' 
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or  very  much  weaken  any  conjunción  of  their  forces 
next  iummer  on  this  fide  the  Rhine.  Howeverit  was 
this  attcmpt  of  the  prince  failed,  and  fo  all  further 
thoughts  of  a  prefent  peace  ended,  and  left  me  onlv 
to  purlue  the  coid  lcent  of  a  mediation  in  thecommon 
íorms,  while  the  preparations  were  makingonall  fides 
ror  a  warm  fummer  in  the  f^ield. 

this  Februai7  went  intoGuelderland,  to 
eitabliíh  the  new  magiítracy  there  according  to  his  of- 
fice  of  Stadtholder.  Whilft  he  was  there,  the  depu¬ 
res  of  that  provmce,  by  unanimous  confent,  made 
hnn  an  olfer  or  the  fovereignty  of  that  country,  with 
the  ancient  tule  of  duke  of  Guelderland,  which  thev 
pretended  had  been  formerly  in  fomeof  his  anceftors. 

ePnnc,e  he  would  give  them  no  anfwer  upon 
an  affair  of  fuch  moment  without  firft  advifing  with  the 
other  provinces.  He  immediately  writ  to  thofe  of 
Holland,  Zealand,  and  Utrecht,  to  communicate  this 
oder  to  them,  and  demand  their  advice  upon  it.  Zea- 
landreturned  theirs  againít  his  acceptingit ;  groundino- 
it  upon  the  jealoufies  it  might  raife  in  the  other  provin¬ 
ces,  and  inconfiftence  of  it  with  the  confhtutions  of  • 
their  unión,  which  left  none  of  the  provinces  at  líber— 
ty  to  difpofe  of  their  fovereignty  without  confent  of 
the  reft.  Utrecht  returned  their  anfwer  with  advice 
to  accept  it.  Holland  was  longer  depending,  upon 
the  delays  neceílary  in  running  the  circle  of  fo  many 
to»vns  .  fo  that,  before  it  was  concluded,  the  prince, 
upon  receiving  the  advice  of  Utrecht,  returned  them 
immediately  his  anfwer,  with  notice,  that  he  had  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  to  the  States  of  Guelderland,  from  ac- 
cepting  the  offer  they  had  made  him. 

.  Nothing  could  more  employ  the  bufy  heads  of  this 
time,  than  the  couríe  of  this  affair  ;  fome  attnbutino1  it 
to  the  ambition  of  the  prince,  and  preíaging  the  firme 
defign  upon  the  reíl  of  the  provinces  ;  °others  laying 
i:  to  the  charge  of  fome  of  his  young  counfellorst 

others 
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Dthers  to  a  defign  of  founding  the  humour  of  the  pro- 
vinces  and  of  having  the  honour  to  refufe  it,  after 
thev  lhould  all  have  advifed  him  to  accept  ít,  as 
’twas  believed  they  would  do.  For  my  own  part,  L 
can  fay  nothing  ofit  with  certamty,  having  never  feen 
the  prince  while  it  was  upon  the  anvil,  noi  difcourftd 
with  him  upon  this  fubjedt  either  before  or  after  .  but  _ 
if  it  were  an  ambition  bent  upon  the  fovereignty  o 
thereftof  the  provinces,  as  well  as  Guelderland,it  was 
a  deficm  very  difFerent  from  all  his  proceedings  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war,  when  France  had  propoled  it  to 
him  with  all  the  advantages  and  fupport  that  coma  be  •, 
and  as  difFerent  from  what  he  had  ever  feemed  to  un- 
derftand,  and  to  be  as  much  perfuaded  of  asany  man, 
That  a  fovereign  prince  in  Holland  would  certainly  ana 
foon  ruin  the  trade,  and  conlequently  the  riches  ana 
areatnefs,  of  that  State,  and  leave  a  prince  of  it  with- 
out  power  or  confideration  in  the  world  •,  whereas  the 
princes  of  Orange,  in  the  poft  they  have  held  roí  four 
p-enerations,  have  entered  into  wars  and  treaties  with 
a  reo-ard  and  weight  equal  to  moft  oí  the  kings  or 
Chnftendom.  For  young  counfellors  that  were  thought 
to  have  engaged  the  prince  inthis  adventure,  I  cannot 
fpeak  with  more  certainty  than  of  the  intention ;  but 
I  am  fure,  if  they  were  in  it,  they  were  not  alone  ; 
for  none  doubts  of  monfieur  Fagel’s  having  been  íor 
it :  and  monfieur  Beverning,  who  was  ever  thought  as 
ftanch  a  patriot  as  any  man  among  them,  told  me  him- 
felf,  that  he  had  advifed  the  prince  to  accept  ot  it-,  which 
I  believe  he  would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  forefeen 
any  danper  from  it  to  his  country.  But  whether  the 
prince  or  his  friends  had  the  part  that  vvas  commonly 
thought  in  the  firft  overture,  ’tis  certain  an  intereft  oí 
the  deputies  and  magiftrates,  as  well  as  nobles,  of  f^tieí- 
derland  had  a  íhare  in  it  too.  For  whereas  this  is  the 
Bríl  province  in  the  unión,  and  abounds  with  nooles 

more  than  all  the  reft ;  yet,  by  reafon  of  their  po- 

verty 
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veity  from  a  barren  loil,  and  want  of  trade,  they  are 
leis  confidered  than  feveral  other  provinces,  and  their 
voice  has  been  in  a  manner  fwallowed  up  by  that  of 
riolland,  who,  by  their  trade  and  riches,  have  a  great 
tnhuence  upon  thofe  ofGuelderland.  The  depones  of 
this  province  finding  themfelves  yet  lefs  confiderablé 
in  the  unión  than  they  were  before  the  war,  which  liad 
extremely  impoveriíhed  their  country  duringtheFrench 
conquefts,  thought  there  was  no  way  of  recoverine 
fuch  a  confideration  in  the  State,  as  fuited  with  the 
rank  and_  digmty  they  held,  but  devolving  the  fove- 
reignty  oí  their  province  upon  the  prince  of  Granar 
Beíides,  rnany  of  the  nobles  there,  having  pretences 
for  themfelves  or  their  friends  in  the  military  emplov- 
ments,  thought  to  make  their  court  to  the  prince,  up- 

on  whom  thofe  charges  depended,  by  advancing  fuch 

a  propon t ion  :  and  this  was  certainly  a  great  ino-rcdient 

into  the  firít  conception  of  it  •,  but  whether  con- 

nived  at,  or  feconded  by  the  prince,  or  his  friends 

or  with  what  aims  or  inílruclions,  I  cannot  fay  ;  and 

lo  leave  it  as  a  mulhroom  that  grew  up  fuddenly,  and 

as  fuddenly  withered,  and  left  no  fign  where  it  had 
grown. 

At  the  prince’s  return  tothe  Hague  inMarch  i6yn, 

I  received  a  letter  from  his  majefty’s  own  hand,  telling 
me  of  fome  advices  given  him,  That  the  prince  in¬ 
tended  to  come  over  intoEngland  againft  the  approach- 
mg  ieffion  of  parliament ;  and  commanding  meto 
nmuer  it,  as  if  his  ma)efty  beiieved  the  thin<?.  I  ad- 
ventured  to  alTure  the  king  there  could  be  nothino-  of 
it,  before  I  faw  the  prince ;  but,  when  I  did,  I  pre¬ 
tended  noy  to  have  had  it  from  his  majefty,  but  that 
^  heard  fucti  a  thmg  had  been  whiipered  to  him.  fde 
íaid.  Yes,  and  he  beiieved  by  lord  Arlington,  who 
had  fometimes  talked  of  that  journey  after°the’peace 
uiould  be  made  ,  nowever  it  carne,  he  was  íorry  the 
k.mg  ílioiiid  odie  ve  it  1  that  he  was  bis  miqcífybs  1er- 

vant,  ■ 
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,Hnc  and  if  he  could  do  him  no  fervice,  he  would 
at  leaft  do  him  no  harm  :  but,  rf  the  king  would  be 
othervvife  poffeíTed,  he  could  not  help  ít  :  yet  he  de- 
fired  me  to  affure  him,  there  had  never  been  any  ground 
for  fuch  a  report.  In  the  afternoon  the  prince  carne 
to  me,  and  told  me  in  great  heat,  he  had,  fince  lie 
faw  me,  received  the  moft  impertinent  letter  from 
lord  Arlington  that  ever  was  upon  that  iubjett,  ti  cat¬ 
ino-  ir  as  a  refolution  certain  and  intended  for  railing 
heats  in  the  parliamenr,  and  commotions  in  the  king- 
dom  ;  telling  him,  ’Twas  like  to  prove  but  an  ill 
friendfhip  between  the  king  and  him,  if  it  was  to  be 
made  á  ccup  de  bátons  [with  blows]  ;  and  putting  him 
in  mind,  Quil  y  a  des  playes  cbez  vous,  qui  faigneront 
encore fi  l'on  y  met  la  mam,  [That  there  are  lome  wounds 
amono-  y0u,  which  will  bleed  afreíli  if  tney  be  but 
touched.]  The  prince  faid  he  knew  well  enough  what 
lord  Arlington  meant  by  that  expreffion,  for  he  had 
told  monfieur  Van  Rheede  in  England,  when  he  went 
over  upon  the  firft  motions  of  the  laft  peace,  that  the 
king  could  malte  the  prince  be  ferved  as  De  Win  was, 
if  he  would  fet  himfelf  about  it.  Upon  this  he  fell  ín- 
to  the  greatelt  rage  that  ever  I  faw  him  in,  againit  rny 
lord  Arlington,  calling  this  proceeding  malicious  and 
infolent  •,  faying  he  would  write  to  him  what  he  deferv- 
ed,  but  never  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  him 
beyond  common  forrris  that,  fince  he  knew  not  how 
to'truft  the  king’s -minifters,  he  would  write  to  the 
king  himfelf,  and  defired  me  to  convey  his  letters  lo 

as  they  might  come  to  no  other  hand. 

Soon  after,  count  Waldeck  went  to  v  íenna  to  con- 

cert  the  aétions  of  the  next  campaign,  wnere  count 

Montecuculi  was  appointed  to  command  the  Impeiial 

torces  inftead  of  the  duke  de  Bournonville  an-d  the 

count  de  Souches  was  fent  away  into  a  government  in 

Hungary.  In  March  the  eleflor  of  Brandenburg  carne 

to  Cleves  upon  the  lame  concert,  where  he  was  met  by 

the 
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the  pnnce  of  Orange,  and  the  marquis  de  Grana  thé 
Gmpeioi  s  mimfter  :  but  the  main  point,  debated 
hcrt,  was  thought  to  be  the  defence  neceíTary  to  be 
made  in  Pomerania  againft  the  Swede,  who  began  now 
throw  oft  the  maík,  to  ravage  the  country,  and  to 
attacK  fome  places  neceflary  for  their  qnarters  The 
money  likevvii'e  paid  that  court  from  France  at  Ham- 
xirgh  had  been  fo  public  and  fo  avowed,  that  none 
hirther  aoubted  of  a  fudden  and  open  rupture  from 
tliat  crown.  \\  hereupon  the  ftates  fent  to  monfieur 
thernftein  (tlien  Swediñi  ambaífador  at  the  Hao-ue 
and  who  would  have  kept  ftill  the  figure  of  a  media- 
tog  to  put  ín  no  more  memorials  to  the  States  ud- 
on  that  occafion ;  fince  they  could  not  receive  them 
n  om  a  mimfter,  whofe  prince  had  openJy,  and  without 
cauíe,  attacked  one  of  their  allies. 

At  this  time  arrived  an  ambaflador  from  Denmark 
at  the  Hague,  to  try  what  advantages  his  mafter  could 
maKe  of  this  prefent  conjuntfture,  by  terms  of  enter- 
ing  into  the  alliance  againft  France  and  Sweden.  And. 
ah  thmgs  being  thus  in  the  higheft  fermentation,  a 
.udden  damp  fell  upon  the  whole  mafs  of  thefe  oreat 
artairs  by  the  ficknefs  ofthe  prince  of  Orange  ;  which 
.1  ewed  him  to  be  the  fpring  that  gave  motion  to  all 
tne  other  wheels ;  for  while  his  illnefs  lafted,  and  the 
event  was  doubtful,  all  was  in  fufpenfe,  and  none  of 
tne  parnés  engaged  feemed  to  have  other  motions  or 
íentiments  than  what  were  raifed  by  the  hopes  or  fears 
oí  lo  important  a  life.  After  fome  days  fever  it  pro- 
ved  the  fmall-pox,  which  had  been  very  fatal  in  his 
ramily,  and  gave  the  greater  apprehenfions  to  his 
iiicnds,  and  his  country,  whoexprefled  indeed  aftranp-e 
concemment  upon  tms  occafion,  by  a  perpetual  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  enquire  after  every  minute’s  progreft 
o  ms  íllneís.  Whilit  it  lafted,  he  had  taken  a  fancy 
íaraly  to  eat  or  drink  any  thing  but  what  carne  from 
tny  houfe,  which  the  people  often  took  notice  of  as  it 
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pafied ;  and  though  perhaps  few  foreigners  have  had  che 
luck  to  be  better  thought  of  or  ufed  in  a  ítrange  coun-^ 
try  than  we  hadever  been  in  Holland  ;  yet  icveial  or 
our  Dutch  friends  told  us,  that,  in  cafe  any  thing 
fatal  happened  to  the  prince  from  this  difeafe,  they  be- 
lieved  the  people  would  pulí  down  our  houfcs,  and  teai 
us  all  in  pieces,  upon  knovving  what  he  took  in  his 
ficknefs  carne  from  our  hands.  God  be  thanked  all 
paffed  without  any  bad  accident,  though  ill  fymptoms 
at  firíl  •,  and  his  recovery,  next  to  the  bleffing  oí  God, 
was  owing  to  the  great  evennefs  of  his  tempei,  and 
conílancy  of  mind,  which  gave  way  to  no  impreíTions 
or  imaginations  that  ufed  to  be  oí  ib  ill  coníecjuenee 
in  that  difeafe  ;  fo  thatit  paffed  in  the  common  forros, 
and  vvithin  twenty  days  he  was  abroad,  and  fell  into 
the  prefent  bufinefs  óf  the  fcene,  ainongwhich  the 
preparation  for  the  campáign  was  the  chieí. 

I  cannot  hereforbear  to  give  monfieur  Bentinck  the 
charaéler  due  to  him,  of  the  beft  fervant  I  have  ever 
known  in  prince’s  or  private  family.  He  tended  his 
maíter,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  difeafe,  both 
night  and  day  •,  nothing  he  took  was  given  him,  ñor 
he&ever  removed  in  his  bed,  by  any  other  hand  ;  and 
the  prince  told  me,  that  whether  he  flept  or  no  he 
could  not  tell,  but,  ¡n  fixteen  days  and  nights,  he 
never  called  once  that  he  was  not  anfwered  by  mon¬ 
fieur  Bentinck,  as  if  he  had  been  awake.  The  firíl 
time  the  prince  was  weli  enough  to  have  his  head 
opened  and  combed,  monfieur  Bentinck,  as  foon  as  it 
was  done,  begged  of  his  maíter  to  give  him  leave  to 
go  horne,  for  he  was  able  to  hold  up  no  longer  :  he 
did  fo,  and  fell  immediately  fick  of  the  lame  difea!?, 
and  in  great  extremity ;  but  recovered  juft  foon 
enough  to  attend  his  mafter  into  the  field,  where  he 
was  ever  next  his  perfon. 

The  campaign  happened  to  begin  laterthan  it  ufed 

to  do  on  the  French  fide  •,  both  iraní  the  expedtation 

Vv'hat 
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w  nat  the  prince  s  íicknefs  would  end  in,  and  from  íbme 
commotions  fucceeding  one  another  about  this  time 
in  Guyenne  and  Britany,  upon  occafion  ofthe  impofts 
or  gabels,  which  drew  fome  of  the  French  forces  into 
thoie  parts.  But  vvhen  thofe  troubles  were  ended,  as 
they  were  by  an  unuiual  ílrain  of  lenity  and  clemency 
in  compofing  thern,  all  imaginable  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  prepare  in  France  for  the  campaign  :  the  king 
m  tended  to  attack  Flanders  at  the  head  of  all  the 
choice  of  his  forces,  and  with  the  greatefl  vigour  and 
imprefllon  he  could  malee  this  year  upon  the  Spaniíh 
Netherlands  •,  yet  the  king  pretended  to  be  but  a  vo- 
lunteer  in  the  army,  of  which  he  declared  the  prince 
of  Condé  general,  whether  to  put  the  greatefl  compli- 
ment  he  could  on  fo  greatmerit,  or  to  hinder  his  bro- 
ther  from  making  difficulty  of  aéling  under  that 
pii.nce  s  orders.  And  monfieur  deTurenne  was  to  be 
employed  in  Alface,  to  attend  and  amufe  as  much  as 
he  could  the  Germán  Army,  for  fear  of  giving  the  king 
too  much  diverfion  in  Flanders  •,  and  this  with  orders 
to  aét  by  concert  with  count  Wrange!,  General  of  the 
Swediíh  forces  in  Pomerania,  who  gave  hopes  of  march- 
ing  fo  far  into  Germany  as  to  concert  his  aélions,  or 
at  leafl  motions,  with  thofe  of  moníieur  de  Turenne, 
ün  the  other  fide  the  confederates  were  as  bufy  in  their 
provifions  againft  thefe  defigns.  The  eleélor  of  Mentz 
was  drawn  to  throw  ofr  the  remainders  ofhis  neutrali- 
ty,  and  to  receive  the  Imperial  troops  into  his  towns, 
as  Straíburg  had  done  ;  and  praélices  were  fet  on  foot 
to  change  the  temper  of  the  court  of  Bavaria,  with 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  Montecuculi  prepared  to  come  down 
into  Alface  with  the  army  of  the  Emperor  and  the  ad- 
joining  circles  :  and  the  eleélor  of  Brandenburg  carne 
to  the  llague  afterthe  prince  ofOrange’s  illnefsfwhere 
treaties  were  concluded  with  the  king  of  Denmark’s 
minifters,  and  renewed  with  the  duke  of  Lunenburg. 
After  which-the  eleélor  vvent  immediately  away  °o 


the 
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tht  relief  o f  his  own  lubjefts  and  country,  then  in- 
vaded  and  ípoiled  by  the  open  hoftility  of  the  Swediíh 
forces.  Whilft  he  was  at  the  Hague,  the  compliments 
paíTed  in  form  between  us,  but  without  vifit  or  inter¬ 
view,  though  the  ele¿tor  defired  and  purfued  it  with 
more  inílance  than  I  well  underftood  :  forhe  fent  his 
minifter  at  the  Hague  firft  to  me,  and  afterwards  en- 
gaged  the  prince  hirnfelf  to  endeavour  it,  by  finding 
lome  expedient  in  the  difficulties  of  ceremony,  or  elle 
by  propofing  a  third  place.  But  the  French  ambaífa- 
dors  having  taken  up  a  form  of  refufing  to  vifit  any 
elefitor,  unlefs  they  might  have  the  hand  given  them 
in  thofe  princes  houfes,  and  the  eleftors  having  never 
confented  to  it,  I  told  the  prince  I  could  not  go  lower 
than  the  French  ambaífadors  did,  in  that  or  any  other 
point  *,  and  that  meeting  in  a  third  place  would  look 
like  a  fort  of  approving  the  refufal  made  by  the  elec- 
tors  ;  and  fo  I  never  faw  this  prince  during  his  ítay  at 
the  Hague  *,  much  to  my  regret  becaufe  I  had  been 
prepoíTeífed  of  many  qualities  very  efteemable  in  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  how  ufelefs  loe  ver  for  the  p  re  fent, 
yet  the  forms  of  his  majefty’s  mediation  went  on  :  af- 
ter  it  had  been  accepted  by  all  parties,  the  firft  point 
that  carne  to  be  confidered  on,  was  the  place  of  treaty; 
about  which  the  Swedes  could  notfurmount  the  diffi- 
culties  during  the  courfe  of  their  mediation.  The 
houfe  of  Auftria  propofed  to  have  the  congrefs  in  fome 
of  the  free  towns  of  the  Empire,  as  Franckfort,  Ham- 
burgh,  Strafburg,  and  fome  others:  France  refufed 
ever  to  come  into  any  town  of  the  Empire,  upon  the  in- 
fults  they  received  and  complained  of  fo  much  at  Co~ 
logne,  in  the  feizure  of  prince  William  of  Furftenburg, 
and  a  great  fum  of  the  French  monev  there ;  but  offer- 
ed  at  the  fame  time,  to  come  and  treat  atBreda,  though 
belonging  to  one  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war; 
which  they  would  make  pafs  for  a  great  condefcenfion 
and  teftimony  of  that  king’s  inclination  to  a  peace. 
Vol.  II.  X  The 

j  * 


306  Memoirs from  1672  to  1679. 

The  confederates,  on  the  other  íide,  would  not  hear 
of  Breda  :  they  took  that  propofition  as  an  artífice,  firft, 
to  ingratiate  with  the  States  beyond  the  reít  of  their 
ailies  j  but  next,  which  was  the  point  of  importance, 
they  looked  opon  it  as  deíigned  to  carry  on  either  a 
feparate  treaty  with  the  States,  or,  at  leaft,  prívate 
meafures  and  correfpondencies  with  feveral  towns  and 
perfons  of  thofe  provinces,  fo  as  to  induce  or  forcé  the 
States  at  laít  mío  a  íeparate  treaty  with  trance,  upon 
the  difficulties  or  delays  that  might  aníe  in  a  general 
one.  And  upon  this  point  the  ailies  were  fo  jealous, 
that  the  States  deputies  of  the  foreign  committee,  who 
managed  all  thefe  aífairs  in  the  firft  refort,  thought  it 
ne  ce  fiar  y  to  feem  as  averfe  againft  treating  in  any  of 
their  . dominions,  as  any  of  the  ailies.  Thus  all  places 
in  Geimany,  France,  and  the  Low-countries,  feemed 
abfolutely  excluded  by  one  part  or  other  *3  and  London 
was  diíliked  by  all,  as  too  remóte,  and  of  difficult 
and  uncertain  commerce  for  letters,  by  reafon  of  the 
lea.  After  much  perplexity  upon  this  fubjeót,  in  ma~ 
ny  conferences  I  had  with  the  deputies,  and  difcourles 
with  the  Penfioner,  I  propofed  two  places  as  the  only 
I  could  think  of,  left  for  any  attempt,  upon  all  cir- 
cumftances  :  the  firft  was  Cleves,  which  could  not  be 
fiaid  to  belong  to  the  Empire,  but  to  the  eleétor  of 
Brandenburg,  as  duke  of  Cleves.  and  not  as  a  prince 
of  the  Empire.  The  other  was  Nimeguen,  as  being 
íhe  laft  town  belonging  to  the  States,  and  upon  the 
oorders  of  Germany.  Both  towns  capable  of  fuch  a  re- 
ception  as  v/as  necefiary,  both  in  good  air,  and  eafy  of 
accefs  from  all  parts,  centered  between  Spain  andSwe- 
den,  between  the  Empire  andFrance,  andnearEngland, 
where  the  fpring  of  this  treaty  was  conceived  to  be.  I 
thought  France  might  not  diilike  Cleves,  even  uoon 
thofe  regaros  the  ailies  fufpefted,  of  the  vicinity  to\he 
Otates  ;  and  the  confederates  could  not  except  againft 
itj  as  belonging  to  one  of  therm  On  the  other  lide. 
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if  the  allies  approved  Cleves,  and  t  rance  fhould  leíufe 
jt  yet  they  could  not  afterwards  difapprove  oí  N inic¬ 
ien,  which  was  but  three  leagues  nearer  the  Bague 
or  Amfterdam  (where  they  fufpefted  the  French  -prac- 
tices)  and  disjoined  from  both  by  neceffary  paffage  of 
great  rivers,  which  m-ade  the  commerce  more  difficvLt 
and  flow  than  it  would  be  from  other  towns  of  t  te 
States  dominions.  Another  reafon  was,  that  I  knew 
no  other  to  ñame,  that  did  not  feem  previouíly  exclu- 
ded  And  upon  this  the  deputies  confented  that  I 
fhould  propofe  both  to  the  king,  that  he  mightdo  the 
fame  to  all  the  parties :  but  that  1  fhould  begin  widi 
Cleves,  which  1  did. 

This  France  refufed,  upon  pretence  offome  depend- 
ence  upon  the  Empire  *,  but,  as  was  thought,  upon 
pique  to  the  duke  of  Brandenburg,  with  whom  they 
were  more  offended  at  this  time  than  with  any  of  the 
allies.  After  this  refufal,  Nimeguen  being  advanced, 
Trance  firft  accepted  it,  and  afterwards  the  allies,  who 
could  not  well  refufe  it,  after  having  expreífed  they 
would  havebeen  fatisfied  with  Cleves  :  and  fo  tais  piace 
carne  to  be  fixed  for  the  fceñe  of  this  negotiation. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  France  accepted  the  piacc 
of  treaty  they  declared,  that  they  would  not  howevei 
fend  any  ambaffadors  thither  till  the  Emperor  had 
o-iven  them  fatisfaftion  upon  the  two  points,  fo  long 
infifted  on,  of  prince  William  of  Furílenburg  s  libert) , 
and  reílitution  of  the  money  feized  at  Cologne,^  which 
were  points  had  been  hitherto  as  obftinately  refufed  at 
Vienna,  as  clemanded  by  France  *,  fo  as  thefe  paces  to- 
wards  a  peace  gained  at  prefent  very  littleground,  but 
left  way  for  the  aílions  and  fuccefíes  of  the  enfuing 
campaign,  to  determine  the  times,  the  methods,  and 
conditions  of  their  pretended  treaty. 

The  French  began  their  aftion  by  the  íiegeofLim- 
bourg,  with  one  pare  of  their  army  •,  whilft  the  king, 
with  the  reft,  lay  encamped  in  a  poít  moft  convenient 
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to  open  any  attempt  of  relieving  it,  to  which  purpofe 
the  prince  was  upon  his  march  ;  but,  after  a  íhort 
and  weak  rebftance,  it  was  taken  before  he  could  ap- 
proach  it :  for,  bebdes  fome  delays  forced  by  his  íick- 
nefs,  he  began  here  tofeel  the  weight  that  hung  about 
him  in  all  the  courfe  of  this  war,  from  the  uncertair* 
and  flow  marches  of  the  Germán  horfe,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  and  diforders  of  the  Spanifh  troops ;  which  were 
necefíary  to  make  up  his  army  of  ftrength  to  oppofe 
that  of  trance,  compofed  of  fuch  numbers,  fuch  brave 
and  experienced  troops,  and  underfo  great  a  comman- 
der  as  the  prince  of  Conde  and  fo  gallant  officers. 

After  the  taking  of  Limbourg,  the  French  and  con¬ 
fedérate  armies  inFlanders  fell  into  no  confiderable  ac- 
tion  or  attempt :  neither  daring  to  íit  down  before  any 
place  of  ílrength,  whilft  the  other  army  attended  them, 
and  was  ready  to  relieve  it ;  and  neither  feeming  very 
carneft  to  come  to  a  battle  (unlefs  with  evident  adyan- 
tages)  upon  the  lofs  of  which  fo  great  confequences 
feemed  to  depend,  as  the  French  en  tire  conqueít  of 
Flanders,  on  the  one  fide  ,  or  the  confederares  march- 
ing  diredlly  into  France,  on  the  other,  after  any  great 
viftory.  Bebdes,  they  feemed  to  be  amufed  by  the 
expeftation  of  what  waslikely  to  pafs  in  Germany,  both 
upon  the  Rhine  between  the  Imperialiíls  and  French, 
and  in  Pomerania  between  the  Swede  and  Brandenburg  * 
which,  without  new  fuccefíes  in  the  Low-countries, 
were  like  to  decide,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  fate  of 
this  war  ;  whilft  the  confederares  equally  prefumed  of 
their  fuccefíes  in  Alface,  and  the  French  of  thofe  of 
the  Swedes  in  the  north. 

1  ' 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  king  of  France,  weary 
of  a  dull  campaign,  left  the  army  to  the  prince  of 
Conde,  and  returned  with  his  court  to  Verfailles  ;  and, 
the  fame  month,  his  majefty,  feeing  the  negotiations 
of  the  peace  laid  at  prefent  aileep,  fent  for  me  to  make 
a  fiiort  turn  into  England,  and  give  an  account  of  all 

the 
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the  obfervations  I  liad  been  able  to  make  abroad  upen 
the  prefent  d.fpofitions  and  conjuntes,  as  well  as 
receive  his  inftruftions  for  the  future  progrefs  oí  his 

m  The  parliament  in  England,  though  much  pleafed 
with  the  laft  peace  with  Holland,  yet  were  not  o  with 
his  maiefty’s  defires  oí  a  general  one  _  They  diought 
the  power  of  France  too  great  fince  their  laft  conquefts 
in  Flanders :  and  their  ambition  too  declared,  oí  atxhic- 
vino-  it  by  one  means,  and  at  one  time  or  other.  1  hey 
were  fufpicious  of  the  court’s  favounng  too  much 
the  French  defigns,  by  purfuing  a  peace  that  would 
break  fo  mighty  a  confederacy  as  was  now  umted 
ao-ainft  France.  They  were  jealous  of  the  counlels 
which  had  made  the  late  alliance  and  kindneis  between 
us  and  France  in  the  time  of  the  late  cabal.  And  be- 
fides  thefe  regards,  and  the  common  notions  oí  ba- 
lancincr  the  power  of  our  neighbours,  which  were  ve- 
ry  popular  •,  the  ambitious  defigns  of  prívate,  but  un- 
quiet  or  afpiring  men,  fell  in  to  augment  and  blow 
up  the  general  ill  humours  upon  the  more  public  ac- 

The  lord  Shaftíbury,  impatient  at  his  fali  from  lo 
o-reat  a  íhare  of  the  miniftry,  and  hoping  to  retrieve 
a  o-ame  he  was  forced  to  give  over,  had  run  defperate- 

ly  into  the  popular  humour,  both  in  parliament  «nd 

city,  of  cenfuring  the  court,  exclaiming  againft  our 
partiality  to  France,  but  molí  of  all  againft  the  con- 
du<5t  of  the  prefent  miniftry  :  and  lord  Arlington  was 
fo  enraged  at  the  growth  of  my  lord  Tieafurer  s  ere- 
dit  upon  the  fall  of  his  own,  that  he  fell  in  with  the 
common  humour  of  the  parliament,  in  fomenting 
thofe  jealoufies  and  prabtices  in  the  houle  oí  commons, 
which  centered  in  a  meafure  agreed  among  tne  moft 
confiderable  of  them,  not  to  confent  to  give  the  king 
any  money,  whilft  the  prefent  lord  T reafurer  continued. 
Upon  thefe  occafiws-or~difpofitions  they  grew  very 
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iiigh  in  puiiuing  the  lord  Lauderdale, theonly  remaín- 
cici  of  the  cabal  that  had  now  anv  credit  left  at  court ; 
and  they  preífed  the  king  very  earneftly  to  recall  all 
tnc  Englifh  tioops  in  the  Frénela  iervice,  though  there 
was  a  greater  number  in  the  Dutch  :  but  befides,  thev 
fell  into  fo  great  diflenfions  between  the  two  houfes, 
raiíbd  upon  pun&ilious  difputes  and  deduftions  of 
tnen  heveial  piivileges  in  oppofition  to  one  another, 
that  about  the  end  oí  June  the  king  prorogued  them. 

Upon  my  arrival  foon  after,  his  majefty,  telling  me 
the  íeveral  reafons  that  had  moved  him  to  it,  °faid, 
I  hat  he  doubted  much,  while  the  war  lafted  abroad,  it 
would  give  occaíion  or  pretence  for  thefe  heats  that  had 
ol  late  appeaied  in  the  parliament,  and  make  him  very 
uneafy  in  his  revenue,  which  fo  much  needed  their  a f- 
fiílance  that  fome  of  the  warm  leaders  in  both  houfes 
lian  a  mind  to  engage  him  in  a  war  againít  France, 
which  they  fhould  not  do  for  many  reafons;  and,  among 
the  reft,  bec.aiiíe  he  was  fure,  it  they  ciid,  they  would 
leave  him  in  it,  and  make  ufe  of  it  to  ruin  his  minifters, 
and  make  him  clepend  upon  them  more  than  he  intended, 
or  any  king  would  defire.  But,  befides  all  this,  he  doubt¬ 
ed  an  impertinent  quarrel  between  my  lord  Treafurer 
and  lord  Chamberlain  did  him  more  diílervice  in  the 
pailiament  than  I  could  imagine  :  for  the  laft  did  not 
care  what  harm  he  did  his  bufinefs  there,  fo  he  could 
hope  to  ruin  my  lord  Freaíurer;  and  had  perfuaded  a 
great  many  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  this  would 
certainly  be  compaííed  if  they  were  ftanch  and  declared 
in  giving  no  money  during  his  miniftry :  that  he  knew 
they  were  both  my  fricnds,  and  therefore  defired  I 
would  try  to  reconcile  them  while  I  ftaid  in  England. 
i  endeavoured  ir,  but  failed  :  my  lord  Danby  was 
very  inclinable,  being  fo  poíted  as  to  defire  only  to 
continué  where  he  was,  and  that  the  king’s  bufinefs 
might  go  well  in  his  hands ;  but  my  lord  Arlington 
was  fo  uneafy  in  the  pofture  he  ftood,  which  he  attri- 

buted 
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buted  chiefly  to  my  lord  Treaíurer’s  prefent  great- 
íids,  that  he  was  untreatable  upon  this  íubject :  lo, 
wh en  I  found  the  wound  was  too  much  rankled  to 
be  cured,  I  gave  it  over,  telling  each  of  them,  that, 
fince  I  could  not  make  them  friends,  I  would  at  leal: 
live  with  them  both  as  it  they  were  fo  *,  ano  deíirec 
them  not  to  expedí  I  fhould  facrifice  one  friend  to  ano- 
ther.  My  lord  Treafurer  was  contení  with  this  írank- 
nefs,  but  lord  Arlington  could  not  bear  this  neither, 
grew  dry  from  this  time,  and  ftiff  in  all  that  paíTed  be- 
tween  us,  ftill  mingling  little  reproaches  or  touches  of 
my  greatnefs  with  the  other  *,  and  grew  fo  weary  of  the 
fcene  at  court,  where  he  found  himfelf  leít  out,  that 
he  went  into  the  country  for  the  reíl  of  the  fummer. 

*Thus  the  feeds  of  difeontents,  that  had  been  fown 
in  the  parliament  unáer  the  counfels  of  the  cabal,  be- 
gan  to  fpring  faft,  and  root  deep,  atter  theii  powet 
and  influence  was  wholly  at  an  end  ;  and  thofe  heats 
were  under  other  covets  fomented  by  two  of  the  chiet 
that  compofed  that  miniftry,  and  with  helo  oí  time 
and  accident  grew  to  fuch  ñames  as  have  ñnce  ap- 
peared.  But  whatever  began  or  increaied  them,  it  is 
certain  thefe  agitations  in  England  had  great  effedl  up¬ 
on  thofe  of  the  war  and  pea.ee  abroad  :  for  the  con- 
federates  were  confideiit,  that  the  humour  of  the  par¬ 
liament  and  people  would  at  laft  engage  the  king  in 
the  ir  quarrel,  which  they  knew  would  torce  b  ranee  to 
fuch  apeaceas  theydefired  :  and  Spain  was  fo  prefum- 
ing  that  England  would  not  fuífer  the  loís  of  Flanders, 
that  they  grew  carelefs  of  its  defence,  or  oí  thofe 
orders  and  fupplies  that  were  neceíTary  to  it  *,  truíl- 
ing  for  the  preient  to  the  Dutch  to  preferve  it,  and  to 
the  king  hereafter  whenever  he  íliould  find  it  more 
in  danger.  And  thefe  confideratioñs  made  the  allies- 
lefs  inclinable  to  a  peace,  which  they  might  have  had 
cheaper  the  following  winter,  than  ever  it  fell  after- 
y/ards  to  their  fhare,  by  revolutions  that  were  not  fore- 
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S'>,  ¡íL'l  [ct  fuch  as  wei;e  fufpedted  at  this  time,  by 

of  thc  Spankrds’ aná 

wJshlV  ftaid  in  Eng,and>  which  was  about  fíx 

™ Z  '  beu  neWl  cre  of  a  Sreat  infurredion  in  Bri- 
Yhich  Wlth  the  numbers,  and  rage  it  began 
might  have  proved  of  ill  confequence  to  theFrench  af- 
íairs  ir  it  had  met  with  a  head  anfwerable  to  the  bo- 

a  j  ^  1  ^  1  _ 1  >  |  «  |  i t  C  mean  people, 

that  hared  and  fpoiled  the  nobleíTe  of  the  province  it 

was,  by  fair  means  partly,  and  by  fot,],  in  a  little 

iint  appeafed.  i  he  blow,  which  was  much  more 

v°"S,defle  \°  France’  tha”  the  lofs  of  provinces 
would  have  been,  was  the  death  of  moníieur  Tu- 

1  cune,  me  news  whereof  carne  to  court  about  the  fame 

time.  Ihis  great  captain  had  for  three  months  to- 

getner  kept  the  Imperial  army  at  a  bay  on  the  other 

llde  thf  R,hine  ’  teiolved  not  to  fight  unlefs  with  the 
greateu  aavantage,  his  point  being  to  hinder  the  Ger¬ 
mán  torces  from  befieging  Philipfburg,  from  pofting 
themfelyes  in  the  towns  ofAlface,  but  chiefly  from  en° 
tuing  into  Lorram,  or  the  county  of  Burgundy :  all 
^nde  he  períormed  •  but  being  preíled  by  thelmperi- 
,  ts’  and  ftraitened  in  his  quarters,  he  fuffered  much 
by  want  of  provifions,  and  found  his  army  diminiíh- 
ec  by  íicKnels  and  deíertion,  which  ufe  to  follow  that 
condmon.  At  laft,  being  neceffitated  for  want  of  fo- 
rage  to  torce  a  poit  of  the  enemies  that  ftraitened  him 
moit,  a  warm  fkirmiíh  began,  and  with  lofs  to  the 
..  rendí,  v/,10  were  galled  with  two  pieces  of  cannon 
raiied  upon  an  eminence,  and  playing  uponthemwith 
advantage.  Monfieur  Turenne  refolved  to  raife  a 
battery  todiimount  them  ;  and  going  with  St.  Hilaire 
a  Lieutenant- Genera],  to  chufe  a  place  the  moft  con’ 

%  ement  for  it  the  two  fmall  pieces  from  the  Imperial 
fide  fired  at  them  almoft  together  ;  one  of  the  bullets 
wounded  St.  Hilaire  in  the  íhoulder;  and  the  other 

after 
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-frer  two  or  three  bounds  upon  the  ground,  íliuck 
monfieur  Turenne  upon  the  breaft,  and  without 
any  apparent  wound  more  than  the  contul ion,  al 
him  dead  upon  the  place,  and  by  íuch  a  death  as  Cae  ar 
ufed  to  wiíh  for,  unexpefted,  fudden,  and  without 
pain.  The  aíloniíhment  was  unipeakable  in  the 
French  camp  upon  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  general  •,  the 
prefumption  as  great  in  that  of  the  Imperiales,  who 
reckoned  upon  themfelves  as  mafters  oí  the  whole 
French  army,  that  was  ftraitened  between  them  and  the 
Rhine,  in  want,  difeafed,  and  above  all  difcouraged 
bv  the  lofs  of  their  captain.  All  others  had  the  fame 
expeftation  upon  this  news,  but  all  were  difappointed  ; 
and  monfieur  de  Lorges,  taking  the  command  oí  the 
army,  had  the  honour  of  making  a  retreat  that  was 
worth  a  viétory  ;  and,  by  the  forcé  of  order  and  con- 
duft,  with  the  bravery  of  the  Engliíli  troops,  who 
made  fuch  bold  ftands  in  feveral  places  that  they  couM 
not  be  broken  till  moft  of  the  army  were  marched  oh 
he  paíTed  the  Rhine  in  fight  of  part  oí  the  Imperial 
army,  and  encamped  himfelf  on  the  other  fide  ínfafe- 
ty  •  and  fo  preferved  it  till  the  pnnce  of  Conde  was 
fent  in  hafte  out  of  Flanders,  with  a  great  enforcement, 
to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  Impenahfts  in  Alface. 

In  the  mean  time  the  eledor  of  Brandenburg,  draw- 
ino-  his  forces,  with  fome  Imperialifts  out  of  Suena, 
to°ether,  fell  upon  the  Swedes  in  Pomerama  with  that 
bravery  and  fuccefs,  that  he  foon  beat  them  out  oí  his 
part  of  the  country,  and  purfued  them  into  their  own. 
He  had  an  interview  v^ith  the  king  of  Denmark,  who 
was  now  entered  into  the  interefts  of  the  confederares, 
and  refolved  to  declare  war  againft  Sweden  and  to 
that  end  took  his  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Brandeti“ 
burg  how  to  purfue  it  with  the  beft  advantage  the  reí! 

of  the  feafon. 

When  the  prince  of  Condé  left  Flanders,  to  fuccee- 
monfieur  Turenne  in  Alface,  the  duke  of  Luxem- 
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der?notmtohnad7eadÍe  l™3!  in  Flanders  5  but  with  or- 

prince  of  Oranos  modons’  “h  °n!y  t0  °bfeiTe  the 
that  was  like  rrfV  ^  ’  and  to  cover  any  town 

i»  w„,,  tha  j&ssk'&k  titrt 

des  the  prince  s  taking  and  razino-  0f  Binch  ’buc 

°  Sakei amen?  for  A'unaaivenefs  of  the  campan 
n  Flanders,  the  confederates,  by  concert  on  all  fides 

5dl  uPon  an  enterprife  of  great  éclat,  and  of  ereat- 
er  confequence,  which  was  the  fiege  of  Triers  g*The 
Imperial, fts  were  bent  upon  it,  to  open  a  paftage  that 

*Innstof¡rbCvCAfrndi"S  í  TCh  °Ppl,fi“n  iS  ">«'■ 

ib  c  Y  Aface  •  the  Spaniards  deíired  it  to 
m  akf,V¡ay  f°r  Ahe,U'  íllccouring  Luxemburg  whenever  it 

K  th  Fff'  ThÍCh  Wa?  °f  the  laft  >«PoSS  ¿ 

'  I  '  v  r  j.uke  of  Lorrain  was  violently  for  it,  in 
topes  of  findmg  a  vvay  open  for  his  entrance  into  Lor- 
ram :  the  prince  Palatine  thought  it  the  beft  prep-ra 
tion  for  beíieging  and  carrying  Philipfourg,  which  was 
he  thorn  in  his  fide.  So  all  foefe  joined  parTóf  thetr 
’'°?pS  40gether,  with  lome  oí  the  eleófor  of  Triers’s 

Zdl  and°Of  0li  Lunenb,u*E  forces  under  the  dukes  of 
Zeil  and  Oínaburg,  and  fat  down  before  Triers. 

„  I  he  marfoal  de  Crequi  gathered  all  the  forces  he 

t  p  a  ílrmilf  thC  nClgr  b°uring,  Provinces>  and  made 
~?rt  S  ?S  rmy  t0  rdleve  ¡t-  The  confederares  left 

f,;  t  tneirj  to  maintain  their  retrenchments  about 

1.  town^ana  marched  with  the  reft  againft  monfieur 
de  C  cqui,  paíTed  a  nver  in  his  fight,  attacked  him, 
t  eat  him  out  oí  the  field  with  great  flaughter,  many 
prifoners,  and  fu ch  a  difperfion'of  the  reft,  that  the 
w lióle  army  feemed  to  have  vanilhed  in  one  day  •  and 
monfieur  de  Crequi  got  into  Triers  with  four  or  five 
omy  in  company  :  there  he  made  a  defperate  refiftance 
or  near  a  month  againft  the  viótorious  army,  with  c-reat 
nonour  and  lo.s  among  the  Engliíh  troops  that  were  in 
.the  town,  and  without  any  hopes  of  relief;  ñor  vvould 

he 
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heever  capitúlate,  after  all Ithe  extremiues  he  was  re¬ 
leed  to  by  the  forms  of  a  íiege,  till  the  gaiu.011 
nnSnied  a/ainft  his  obftinacy,  capitulated  for  them- 
Sves,  and  delivered  up  monfieur  de  Crequ.  and  moft 
of  the  officers  prifoners  to  the  Germans.  1  he  dulces 
of  Lunenburo-  had  great  honour  111  this  aftion,  and  the 
oíd  duke  of  Lorrain  •,  and  indeed  it  was  one  of  the 
moft  vio-orous  that  fucceeded  m  the  wholc  courfe  o 
the  war,  and  carried  the  completeft  v^ory  as  weU 
as  a  very  confiderable  town  :  and  the  honour  of  it  was 
very  much  due  to  the  marquis  de  Grana,  who  coin- 
manded  the  Emperor’s  forces  there,  and  was  efteem- 
ed  to  have  laid  the  firíl  defign,  to  have  concerted  the 
fe  ve  ral  parts  of  it,  engaged  the  fe  ve  ral  pames  to  re- 
folve  upon  the  fame  adventure,  and  kept  them  firm  m 
it  till  it  was  atchieved.  The  lols  of  men  was  very 
preat  onthe  French  fide,  both  in  thefightand  tnefiege; 
and  added  to  monfieur  Turenne  s  death,  and  the 
impreíTion  expefted  upon  it  on  that  fide  from  the  count 

de  Montecuculi,  with  the  lois  of  the  -we^,es’ 
fo  preat  a  change  in  the  appearance  of  affaus,  tha 
his  maiefty,  in  a  letter  to  me,  in  September,  after  my 
return  to  the  Hague,  bid  me  ufe  it  as  an  argument  to 
induce  the  prince  of  Orange  to  be  eafy  in  the  bufinefs 
of  a  peace  •,  that  it  was  now  time  for  him 1  to  begin  to 
apprehend  again  the  greatnels  of  the  houle  of  . Auftna 
inftead  of  that  of  France.  It  was  indeed  expedted,  1- 
the  Imperialifts  in  Alface  would  either  enter  into  Lor¬ 
rain  or  at  leaft  would  take  the  chief  towns  01  Aliace, 
and  poft  themfelves  fo  the  following  winter,  as  to  be 
ready  for  fuch  an  enterprife  in  the  beginning  ot  the 
next  fpring  •,  and  the  count  de  Montecuculi  beheged 
firft  Haguenau,  and  afterwards  Zaberne,  which  were 
the  moft  confiderable  places,  to  that  end.  But,  after 
Hacmcnau  had  offered  to  furrender  upon  conditions, 
he  rofe  with  his  army  to  fight  the  prince  of  Conde 

who  made  a  motion  with  his  army  as  ir  he  mtenc  e 

to 
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bothofTJ^  !T  fo  ,ordered  k>  as  thc  Germans  fáilecf 
™  °fdribatí/nd  the  town.  It  was  never  com- 
p  ^endedhow  Montecuculi  afterwards  carne  to  rife  of 
a  fudden  from  the  fiege  of  Zaberne  :  fome  faid  it 

r  aS  uP°n  an  exPrefs  order  from  Vienna  the  night  be- 
fo.e  ;  others,  with  defign  of  fighting  theFrench  army, 
or  befieging  Ph.hpíburg  ;  but  neither  happened  :  and 
which  was  worfe  than  all,  he  ended  the  campaign  with 
paffing  back  his  whole  army  over  the  Rhine,  and 
íeavmg  A]faCe  wholly  in  the  poíTeffion  and  at  the  mercy 

tín J feiCh  Tps-  Nor  have  1  ever  known  ac 

t;on  of  fuch  pubhc  concern,  fo  unaccountable  as  this 

.retreat  ;  fince  it  ís  hard  to  fufpeft  either  corruption  ot* 

court-fachon  fhould  go  fo  far,  though  both  were  ac- 

cuíed  of  having  part  in  this  great  and  almoft:  decifive 
event. 

i  Ti',e,  refentment  of  it  was  thought  to  have  broke 
the  oíd  duke  of  Lorram’s  heart,  who  died  about  this 
nme,  and  left  prince  Charles,  his  nephew,  the  í'ucceb 
iion  to  that  dutchy.  No  prince  had  met  with  more 
misfortunes  than  this  duke,  nor  had  felt  them  lefs 
or  given  greater  teftimony  of  what  philofophy  teach- 
es,  that  the  good  or  ill  of  men’s  lives  comes  more 
iOm  tneir*  humours  than  their  fortunes.  He  was  ex- 
p-iled  that  noble  and  lovely  dutchy  by  the  arms  of 
ranee  in  cardinal  Richelieu’s  time  :  forced  to  go  into 
tne  Spanifh  fervice  in  Flanders  with  a  body  ofLorrain- 
ers  that  would  follow  his  fortune  whatever  it  was  • 
,-ruggled  with  want  of  pay  to  his  troops,  with  jealou- 
•v  ar:c  ufage  of  the  Spanilh  governors  ;  was  feized 
ana  ímpnfontd  by  that  crown ;  reftored  to  a  íhattered 
poiiemon  of  Lorrain  by  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  •  and 
m  the  year  1670  forced  to  efeape  by  night,  ’  and 
almoft  alone,  by  a  fudden  furpnzeof  theFrench  troops, 
m  the  height  and  fecurity  of  peace  :  after  this  he  never 
had  a  home  any  more  for  the  reft  of  his  life,  which 
was  ípent  in  fuing  for  proteófion  and  relief  from  the 

feveral 
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r  ,1  nrinces  of  Chriftendom,  who  refented  the  ín- 
íe,IS  oPf  his  cafe,  which  none  pretended  to  deferid, 

S  vet  nóne  to  concern  themfelves  m  rt,  t,lj  upon 
f,"  U  war  le  B  J»  >* 

SÍ  m  Stó. 

S'e&d  Íótto  d^’the  fortune  of  a 
prince,  only  becaufe  he  feemed  not  to  care  for  it, 
hate  the  conftraints  and  ceremon.es  that  belonged  to 
Ü  and  «  valué,  no  pleafures  in  Ufe  but  the .  -í  n  - 
tural  and  moft  eafy  5  and,  while  he  had  , 
never  out  of  humour  for  wanting  the  reft  ;  gencrous 
to  his  fervants  and  foldiers  when  he  had  * ; and,  whe 
he  wanted,  endeavouring  to  make  it  op  by  he  hber 
ties  he  cave  them  ;  very  much  beloved  and  familiar 
amone  both  :  and,  to  give  his  picture  by  a  fmall  trait 
one  ofhis  minifters  told  me,  That,  ^t  hnS  befare  he 
died  all  his  family  was  a  gentleman  of  the  ho  { 
he  was  called)  another  of  his  chamber,  and  a  boy  that 
1^,3  to  a  little  nao-  he  ufed  to  ride  ;  one  day  he  cal¬ 
lad  for  his  horfe  •,  the  two  firft  told  him,  the  boy  was 
not  to  be  found-,  he  bid  them  however  get  him  his 
horfe  •  they  could  not  agree  which  of  them  íhoul  go 
and  fáddle  him  >  till  the  duke  bid  them  go,  and  one 
ort’other  of  them  do  it,  or  elfe  he  íwore  he  would  go 
d0wn  and  faddle  his  horfe  himfelf :  they  were  aíhamed, 

About  the  fame  time  died  at  the  Hague  the  oíd  pn  - 
cefs-dowager  of  Orange ;  a  woman  of  the  moft  vvit 
and  good  fenfe,  in  general,  that  I  have  knowr 1 ;  a* 
who  had  thereby  a  great  part  in  forming  the  race  oí 
the  prince,  and  the  rpighty  miprovement  it  received 
from  three  very  extraordinary  women,  as  well  a,  three 
fo  great  men  in  the  hit  defeents.  None  has  íhewed 
more  the  forcé  of  order  and  ceconomy  than  this  pun¬ 
gís  5  who  with  fmall  revenues,  never  above^twdve 
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thoufand  pounds  a  year  fince  her  huíband’s  death,  liv- 
ed  a.ways  m  as  great  plenty,  and  more  curioufnefs 
.  '  c  eSance>  tnan  ís  feen  in  many  greater  courts. 
Among  other  pieces  of  greatnefs,  íhe  was  conftantly 
a  v  ed  au  m  gold  píate,  which  went  ib  far  as  to  o-reat 
bóteles  for  water,  and  a  great  ciftern  for  bottles  to 
toe  key  oí  her  clolet,  and  every  thing  of  that  kindT íhe 
uluaily  touched  ;  which  I  mention,  becaufe  I  think 
it  ts  what  tlie  greateft  kings  of  Chriílendom  have 

p^.pf,ltanaed  t0’  ”or  anY  *  iiave  heard  of  on  this  fide 

tJ1*s  fear  happened  a  ftorm  at  North- 
,  v  C.J,  ’  Wltj?  a  1Pnng  bde,  fo  violent,  as  gave  appre- 
cnfions  01  fome  lofs  irrecoverable  to  the  province  of 
-olland,  and,  by  feveral  breaches  in  the  great  digue 
ij  'r  Encnuyfen,  and  others  between  Amfterdam  and 
íóaerlem,  made  wayforfuch  inundations  as  hadnotbeen 
leen  beíore  by  any  man  then  alive,  and  filled  the  coun- 
try  vvith  many  relations  of  moft  deplorable  events. 

'  ut  the  incredible  diligence  and  unanimous  endeavours 
or  the  people,  upon  fuch  occafions,  gave  a  ftop  to 
tne  rury  or  that  element,  and  made-way  for  recover- 
mg  next  year  all  the  lands,  though  not  the  people, 
cattle,  and  houfes,  that  had  been  loft. 

Beíore  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Danés  took  Wifmar 
íom  the  Swedes,  and,  by  an  open  war,  thofe  two 
crowns  carne  to  be  engaged  in  the  common  quarrel  : 
and,  after  a  great  expe&ation  of  fome  extraordinary 
lucceííes  in  the  Spanilh  affairs  from  Don  John’sintended 
expedition  into  ítaly,  to  command  all  the  forces  and 
provinces  of  that  crown  both  there  and  in  Sicdy,  when 
he  was  ready  to  go  and  meet  De  Ruyter  at  Barcelona, 
wno  attended  him  there  with  the  Dntch  fleet  defigned 
íot  Medina,  he.  was,  by  a  court-intrigue,  recalled  to 
Madrid  :  the  king  was  then  arrived  in  his  fourteenth 
yeai,  and  took  upon  him  the  government,  as  now  in 
majoiity ;  and,  by  the  advice  o£  fome  near  him  in  fa- 

vour, 
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vour,  writ  a  letter  to  Don  John  to  invite  him  to  court 
ío  aflift  him  in  the  government  :  he  obeyed,  but  ftaid 
r.ot  there  above  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  till,  by 
the  credit  and  authority  of  the  queen  mother,  he  was 
forced  to  quit  his  ground  there,  and  return  to  Sara¬ 
o-olía.  And  lo  vaniíhed  a  mighty  expeítation  that  liad 
been  raifed  in  Spain,  and  other  places,  oí  great  cíícóls 
that  were  to  follow  this  prince’s  coming  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs  ;  and  very  great  fums  of  money 
■were  wholly  loft,  that  had  been  employed  in  the  pre- 
parations  of  his  journey  and  equipage  for  Italy.  And 
Sicily  was  left  almoft  hopelefs  of  recovery,  from  the 
fuccéñes  of  the  French,  who  had  taken  many  polis 
about  Meflina,  and  threatened  many  more-,  and  other 
towns  were  feared  to  follow  the  example  of  that  great 
revolt. 

After  the  prince’s  return  from  the  campaign  to  the 
Hao-ue,  in  Oftober,  I  had  feveral  conferences  with  him 
Upon  the  fub]e<5t  of  the  peace,  and  the  ternas  that  both 
his  majeíly  and  the  States  might  think  reafonable  be- 
tvveen  France  and  Spain,  and  both  thofe  crowns  be  in 
any  probability  of  conlenting  to.  That,  which  France 
pretended,  was  the  terms  of  the  peace  oí  Aix,  and 
retaining  the  county  of  Burgundy  which  had  been  lince 
conquered  •,  or  if  either  this  province,  or  fome  oí  the 
moíl  important  frontier-towns  of  Flanders,  fhould  be 
reftored,  then  an  cquivalent  to  be  made  them  for  fuch 
reftitution,  The  Spaniards  talked  of  nothing  lefs  than 
the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees  •,  and  that  they  would  rather 
iofe  the  reít  of  Flanders  by  the  war,  than  part  with 
Burgundy  by  the  peace  •,  and  faid,  both  the  king  and 
the  States  were  as  much  concerned  in  Flanders,  as  the 
crown  of  Spain,  and  had  the  fame  intereft  to  lee  it 
íafe  by  a  war  or  a  peace,  which  could  not  be  by  fuch 
a  frontier  as  was  left  by  that  of  Aix. 

That  which  my  lord  Arlington  had  propofed  to  the 
Prince  and  Penficner,  and  which  paíTed  for  his  maje- 

'  r  '  fty’s 
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fty’s  fentiment,  though  he  pretended  no  orders,  was 
the  terms  of  A.x  la  Chapelle  :  but,  in  regard  of  the  n" 
ceffity  for  the  Spaniards  to  have  a  bettfr  frontier  L 
hlanders  than  was  left  by  that  peace,  That  the  French 

for  Anf.?  ÍS  Anh’  and  Cía[ler°y’  3nd  °udenarde, 
for  Aire  and  St.  Omer  :  and  that,  if  they  parted  with 

the  county  of  Burgundy,  it  lhould  be  forfomething  in 

exchange.  His  majefty  commanded  me  to  aífure  the 

prince,  tnat  1  f  a  peace  could  be  made  upon  thefe  terms 

or  any  fo  near  them  that  he  might  hope  to  obtain  the 

confent  of  trance,  his  majefty,  for  the  fecurity  of Flan- 

ders,  would  give  his  own  guaranty  to  the  peace,  and 

enter  mto  the  ftncteft  alliance  the  States  could  defire 

for  preferving  ít,  or  defending  Flanders  in  cafe  of  a 

new  rupture.  He  bid  me  further  alfure  the  princc 

that  for  his  patrimonial  lands  in  Burgundy  (which  weré 

about  eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year,  and  lordíhips  oí 

the  greateft  royalty  in  that  county)  he  would  under- 

talce  for  his  fecure  poífeffing  them,  though  that  county 

lhould  remam  in  the  French  hands ;  or  for  felling  them 

to  that  king,  and  at  what  price  the  prince  himfelf 
could  think  fit  to  valué  them. 

The  prince’s  anfwer  was,  That  for  his  own  part  he 
could  be  very  well  content  to  leave  the  terms  of  a 
peace  to  his  majefty  himfelf,  and  believed  the  States 
wouJcl  do  fo  too  •,  but  they  were  both  engao-ed  bv 
treaty  and  honour  to  their  allies,  and  there  was  no 
though t  of  making  peace  without  them  :  that  he  bé- 
lieved  the  Spaniards  might  be  perfuaded  to  it  upon  the 
terms  of  Aix,  with  reftitution  only  of  Aeth,  Charle- 
roy,  and  Oudenarde,  towards  compofino-  fome  kind  of 
neceftary  frontier  on  that  fide ;  but  to  part  with  Aire 
and  St.  Omer,  without  any  further  and  o-reater  ex 
c  han  ge,  he  believed  they  would  not  in  the  prefent 
pofture  01  things  :  that  for  France  retaining  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Burgundy,  as  conquered  in  this  laft  war,  he  was 
íure  neither  Spain  ñor  the  F.mperor  would  ever  con¬ 
fent 
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fent  to  it,  unlefs  they  were  beaten  into  it  by  difafters 
they  had  no  reafon  to  expedí ;  though,  for  his  own 
part,  heíhould  be  content  with  it,  provided  the  French 
wonld  reílore  Tournay,  Courtray,  Liíle,  and  Doway, 
with  their  dependencies,  to  the  Spaniards,  in  lieu  of  it ; 
becaufe  by  that  means  Flanders  would  have  a  fecure 
frontier  on  that  fide,  and  a  reafonable  good  onc  by 
Aeth  and  Charleroy  on  the  other  ;  and  the  fecurity  of 
Flanders  was  the  chief  intereft  of  the  States  upon  the 
peace :  that,  for  himfelf,  he  thanked  his  majeíly  for 
hisoffer,  as  to  his  lands  in  Burgundy ;  but  theynever 
carne  into  his  thought  upon  the  ternas  of  a  peace,  ñor 
fnould  ever  hinder  it ;  but,  on  the  other  fide,  he  would 
be  content  to  lofe  them  all,  to  gain  one  good  towa 
more  for  the  Spaniards  in  Flanders. 

Wlien  I  put  him  in  mind,  as  the  king  ordered  me,’ 
of  the  apprehenfions  he  and  the  States  might  have  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Auíiria,  if  their  fucceíTes 
continued;  hetold  me,  There  was  no  need  of  that,  till 
they  íliould  go  beyond  the  peace  of  the  Py  rendes :  when- 
ever  that  íhouldhappen,  heíhould  be  as  much  aFrench- 
man  as  he  was  nowaSpaniard  j  but  not  before.  Fie  en- 
ded,indefiringthat  whateverplan  his  majeíly  thought  fit 
to  propofe  for  a  peace,  he  would  do  it  at  the  congrefs 
at  Nimeguen  ;  for  the  number  and  variety  of  preten- 
fions  and  intereíls  were  grown  fo  great,  by  all  the 
parties  now  engaged  in  the  war,  that  it  could  not  be 
done  in  any  other  place  •,  and,  for  his  part,  he  could 
never  confent  to  any  treaty  feparate  from  his  allies  : 
that  he  believed  they  would  be  reafonable  •,  and,  if 
France  would  be  fo  too,  the  peace  might  be  made  ; 
if  not,  perhaps  another  campaign  might  bring  them 
to  reafon  and  that  this  might  have  done  it,  it  fome 
differencesbetween  him  and  the  Spaniards,  in  the  adtions 
propofed,  had  not  hindered  the  fucceíTes  they  hoped 
for  in  Flanders,  and  if  Montecuculi’s  impatience  to  be 
at  Vienna,  and  país  the  winter  there,  upon  the  fac- 
Vol.  II.  Y  tions 
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tions  ftirring  at  court,  had  not  made  him  repafs  the 
Rhine,  and  take  his  winter-quarters  in  the  circles  of 
the  Empire  there,  becaufe,  if  he  had  done  it  in  Ai- 
face*  he  doubted  his  prefence  with  the  arrny  might  be 
thought  neceffary. 

After  this  conference,  and  no  return  from  his  ma- 
jeíly  to  the  account  I  gave  him  of  it,  the  difcourfe 
ceafed  of  prívate  meafures  to  be  agreed  to  between  his 
majeíty  and  the  prince  and  ftates,  for  promoting  a 
peace  ;  and  all  thoughts  began  now  to  turn  upon 
forming  the  congrefs  at  Nimegucn. 

I  had  another  teftimony  given  me  of  the  firmnefs  I 
had  always  found  in  the  prince  upon  the  fubjeót  of  the 
peace,  by  what  one  of  the  Spaniíh  minifters  told  me 
had  lately  paíled  between  him  and  the  duke  de  Villa 
Hermofa.  His  highnefs  had  a  long  pretence  depend- 
ing  at  Madrid,  for  about  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  owing  to  his  family  from  that  crown  lince  the 
peace  of  Munfter.  It  had  ever  been  delayed,  though 
never  refufed  *  an  agent  from  the  prince  had  of  late 
very  much  preífed  the  queen  regent  of  Spain  upon 
this  fubjedt,  and  with  much  ado  had  obtained  an  order 
for  fifty  thoufand  pounds ;  and  bilis  were  putinto  his 
hands  by  the  minifters  there,  which,  when  they  ar- 
rived  in  Flanders,  inftead  of  being  paid,  were  pro- 
tefted.  The  duke  de  Villa  Hermofa  was  fo  afhamed  of 
this  treatment,  that  he  fent  a  perfon  purpofely  to  ex- 
cufe  it  to  the  princfe,  and  aífure  him  the  fault  was  not 
in  the  queen  ñor  minifters,  but  only  in  the  choice  of 
hands  by  which  itwas  tranfmitted,  and  deíired  his  high¬ 
nefs  would  not  take  it  ill  of  the  queen.  The  prince 
anfwered,  “  No,  not  at  al!  ;  on  the  other  fide  I  have 
“  reafon  to  take  it  wcll  of  the  queen  ;  for,  if  fhe  did 
<c  not  think  me  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world,  fhe 
would  not  ufe  me  fo  *3  however,  nothing  of  this  kind 
<c  fhall  hinder  me  from  doing  what  I  owe  to  my  allies, 
or  to  my  honour.” 

Notwithftanding 


I 


/ 
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Notwithílanding  all  I  had  written  from  the  prince  to 
his  majefty  upon  this  fubjed,  yet  my  lord  Arlington, 
upon  pretended  intelligence  from  his  relations  in  Hol- 
land,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  hitn  that  he  knew  not 
the  prince’s  mind  for  want  of  fome  body  that  liad 
more  credit  with  him  than  I  had  •,  and  at  the  fame 
time  he  purfued  the  prince  by  letters,  to  delire  thc 
kino-  to  fend  over  fome  fuch  perfon  as  he  might  treat 
with  in  the  laíl  confidence  upon  all  matters  between 
them.  The  prince  fhewed  me  his  letters,  and  bid  me 
aíTure  the  king  and  my  lord  treafurer,  that  he  could 
fay  no  more  than  he  had  done  to  me,  and  would  not 
fay  fo  mucli  to  any  other  man.  However,  my  lord 
Arlinoton,  upon  the  former  fuggeftions,  prevailed  with 
the  kinpr  to  lend  over  íir  Gabriel  Silvius  inftiuíted 
to  know°  the  bottom  of  the  prince’s  mind  upon  the 
fubje¿t  of  the  peace,  before  the  campaign  began.  He 
acquainted  the  prince  with  this  refolution,  and  that 
he  was  a  perfon  they  knew  his  highnefs  would  truft  - 
the  prince  fhewed  me  this  letter  too,  and  íaid,  he  knew 
notwhat  he  meant ;  that  lord  Arlington  knew  as  well 
as  any  man  how  far  he  trufted  both  fir  Gabriel  Silvius 
and  me.  This  good  ufage  ended  all  correfpondence 
between  lord  Arlington  and  me,  which  had  lafted  by 
letters  to  this  time,  though  coldly  fince  my  being  laft 
in  Eno'land.  But  upon  fir  Gabriel  Silvios  s  coming  to 
the  Hao-ue  in  January,  and  my  preparation  to  go  íor 
Nimeo-uen,  I  ended  that  feent-,  having  not  learned 
enough  of  the  age,  ñor  the  court  I  livecí  in,  to  act  an 
unfmcere  part  either  in  fnendílup  or  in  lo\e. 

When  íir  Gabriel  carne  to  the  Bague,  he  paffed  for 
a  man  of  fome  great  intrigue,  was  perpetually  at  court, 
or  in  converíation  and  viiits  with  the  períons  neat  the 
prince  or  moíl  employed  in  the  State.  But  he  and 
lord  Arlington  were  foon  fatisfied  tohow  good  purpofe 
he  carne  over ;  for  the  prince,  who  is  the  ñncereft 
nian  in  the  world,  hating  all  tricks,  and  thofe  that 

Y  2 
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U  m’  Save  h™  no  inark  of  the  leaíl  confidencc 
whae  he  ftaid,  and  fent  him  away  wkh  a  very  plain 
one  oí  the  contrary,  by  trufting  another  hand  \vith 
all  he  writ  of  coníequence  into  England,  befóte  lie 
went  into  the  field.  The  truth  is,  the  prince  took 
this  journey  of  his  to  have  been  defigned  by  my  lord 
Arlington,  both  out  of  fpite  to  me,  and  to  give  jea- 
loufies  to  the  confederates,  by  the  iuipicion  of  fome- 
thing  in  agitation  between  the  king  and  the  prince  that 
I  was  not  thought  fit  to  be  trufted  with.  And  indeed 
fevéral  of  their  minifters  at  the  Hague  were  apt  te  fail 
into  iuch  furmifes  :  but  monfieur  de  Lyra,  a  Spaniíh 
minifter,  a  perlón  much  credited  in  his  own  court, 
and  much  ¡n  the  prince  s  confidence,  was  ever  íirm 
in  the  belief  of  his  highnefs’s  honour  and  conftancy 
(which  he  uled  to  fay  his  mafter  trufted  to  more  than 
to  any  treaties;  and  fohelped  to  prevent  fuch  impref- 
fions. 

In  the  mean  time,  all  motiohs  necelTary  towards  for- 
ming  the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  began  to  be  made  by 
the  leveral  parties,  and  gave  appearances  of  the  am* 
baífadors  meeting  luddenly  tliere.  The  great  obftruc- 
tion  hitherto  had  been  the  point  of  prince  William  of 
Furftemburg’s  liberty,  which  France  had  fo  abfolutely 
infifted  on  before  they  ient  their  ambaífadors,  and  the 
emperor  had  been  induced  to  promife  only  upon  con- 
clufion  of  the  treaty.  But  an  expedient  was  found 
out  to  falve  the  honour  of  France  upon  this  point,  ra- 
ther  than  the  treaty  fhould  be  hindered,  which  was  at 
that  time  thought  neceífary  for  their  affairs  :  the  biílrop 
of  Straíburg  made  a  formal  requeft  to  the  king  of 
France,  that  no  private  interefts,  or  refpects  of  his 
brother,  might  delay  the  treaty  of  a  peace  which  was 
of  fo  much  confequence  to  all  Chriftendom  ;  and,  this 
requeft  being  at  this  time  eafily  received  and  granted, 
no  further  diíñculty  was  made  upon  this  pointi 

His 
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His  majefty  thereupon  invited  all  the  princes  con¬ 
cerned  i n  the  war,  to  haden  away  their  minifters  to 
the  place  of  congrefs,  and  acquainted  them  with  his 
having  ordered  his  own  torepair  ímmediatciy  thither , 
and  having  fome  months  beíore  appointcd  the  lord 
Berkley  (then  ambaflador  at  París)  Su  ílliam  I  em~ 
pie  and  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  his  ambafíadois,  mediators, 
and  plenipotentiaries  for  the  treaty  of  Ni  nieguen  ;  Sir 
Lionel  was  accordingly  difpatched  away,  andan  ived  at 
the  Hague  towards  the  end  of  January  1676,  and 
brought  with  him  our  inftrudtions  for  that  embaíTy  ; 
and,  after  lomefew  days  ftay  at  the  Plague,  went  away 
for  Nimeguen.  But  the  expedition  oí  the  pafíports, 
from  and  to  all  the  minifters  of  the  feveral  pames, 
having  been  for  fome  time  under  my  care,  and  many 
of  them  come  to  my  hands,  though  others  were  en- 
tangled  ftill  in  fome  diíiiculty  or  other,  we  both  con- 
cluded  it  necefíary  for  me  to  continué  at  the  Hague 
till  this  was  difpatched ;  whilft  Sir  Lionel  fhould  go 
upon  the  place  of  congrefs,  and,  by  the  prefence  of  a 
mediator,  invite  the  reft  to  make  more  hade  than 
many  of  them  feemed  difpofed  to  at  this  time. 

The  French  ambafladors  were  already  come  to 
Charleville,  where  they  daid  for  their  pafíports  only, 
to  go  on  with  their  journey  ;  and,  upon  Sir  Lionel  s 
arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  Dutch  ambafladors  carne  to 
us  to  acquaint  us  with  the  States  orders  for  their  im- 
mediate  repair  to  Nimeguen,  and  for  the  magidrates 
of  that  city  (which  they  now  confidered  as  a  neutral 
town)  to  receive  all  orders  from  us  the  mediators,  and 
particularly  any  we  pleafed  to  give  about  our  reception 
upon  our  arrival  there. 

We  told  them,  his  majedy’s  though ts  were  upon  the 
fuccefíes  of  the  treaty,  and  that  nothing  could  more  ob- 
ftruót  it  than  the  ceremonies  which  ufed  to  attend  thofe 
meetings  •,  and  therefore  he  ordered  us  to  introduce, 
$$  much  as  we  could  among  all  the  ambafladors, 

y  3^  tic 
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the  method  or  livíng  there  as  much  iike  prívate  men 
as  could  confiít  with  che  honour  of  their  charañers  ; 
and  to  this  end  thac  we  fhould  make  no  public  en¬ 
tries,  and  give  thereby  an  example  to  thofe  that  carne 
after  us. 

To  avoid  all  punftilio’s  about  the  time  of  the  feve- 
ral  parties  dupatching  the  paílports,  it  vvas  agreecl  that 
all  íliould  be  fent  to  theHague  from  che  feveral  courts, 
and  there  íliould  be  put  into  my  hands  •,  to  the  end, 
that,  when  I  found  myfelf  poífeífed  of  them,  I  fhould 
make  tne  difinbution  reciproLaliy  to  boíh  parnés  at 
the  fame  time.  Thofe  of  Franco  vvere  early  with  me, 
but  ffioit  ín  iorne  points  of  theie  from  the  confede- 
rates ;  the  chief  whereof  was  the  omiílion  ©f  hberty 
granted  to  the  ambaíladors  to  dilpatch  couriers  to 
their  mafters5  courts  opon  paífports  oí  the  refpeftive 
ambaífadors,  which  was  thought  neceífary  for  the 
progrels  of  the  treaty.  Another  was  the  omiílion  of 
paífports  for  the  duke  of  Lorrain’s  minifters  in  the 
form  uíual  and  expected  :  for,  whereas  the  crown 
of  Flanee  had  always  treated  the  former  dukes  of  Lor- 
rain  with  the  tule  of  duke,  and  appellation  of  Bro- 
ther,  their  paílports  now  treated  the  new  duke  only 
with  Coufin,  and  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  ;  the  reft 
were  minute  differences  or  miftakes  of  words,  which 
are  not  worth  the  mention,  and  were  eafily  furmount- 
ed.  Or  all  theie  his  majeíty  had  early  notice,  and 
employed  his  offices  towards  France  for  forne  months, 
without  anlwer  lipón  that  of  Lorrain,  and  with  po- 
fitive  reí  ufa  1  of  inferting  the  claufe  for  liberty  of  paíf- 
ports ;  though  monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  feveral 
times,  during  this  paufe,  writ  to  the  States,  That  the 
king  often  aífured  him  (their  ambaflador  at  London) 
tiiat  theie  ílioind  be  no  ciifficulty  in  the  bufineís  of 
Lorrain. 

About  the  beginning  ofFebruary  this  year  1676,  I 
jeceivtd  a  letter  from  monfieur  de  Pompone,  then  fe- 

cretary 
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cretary  for  foreign  affairs  in  France,  to  tell  me,  Thát 
his  nrafter,  having  been  acquainted  from  bis  majefty 
with  the  difficulties  occurred  in  forming  the  congreis, 
had  ordered  him  to  let  me  know  his  reaíons  opon  ihem : 
As  to  that  of  couriers,  that  he  thought  it  not  nt  to 
have  his  countries  and  towns  lie  open  to  his  enemies 
obfervations  and  difcoveries,  upon  prctext  orluch  cou¬ 
riers  frequent  pafiage  :  that  the  inconvemence  would 
be  the  lame  to  the  confederares  :  and  that  he  aíked 
no  more  than  he  gave.  As  to  the  pomt  cf  Lorrain, 
that  his  mafter  could  not  give  paffports  with  the  kyle 
of  dulce,  which  carried  that  of  brother  ;  pretending 
that  duchy  belonged  tohis  moft  chriftian  majefty  by  the 
treaty  1662,  between  him  and  the  laft  dulce. 

Not  many  days  after,  I  received  notice  from  fecre- 
tary  Williamfon,  of  the  fame  account  having  been  gi- 
ven  his  majefty  by  monfieur  de  Ruvigny,  with  order 
to  acquaint  the  States  with  it;  which  I  had  not  done 
upon  monfieur  de  Pompone’s  letter,  as  not  thm.cing 
fit  to  malee  any  paces  in  thefe  matters  without  orders 
from  his  majefty.  The  States  and  all  their  allies  were 
very  much  lurprifed  with  t his  pretence  of  Lorianr, 
which  France  had  never  before  advanced,  or  lo  much 
as  mentioned,  either  upon  tire  feizure  of  tnat  duchy, 
or  frnce  that  time,  in  the  accounts  of  it  by  their  mini- 
fters  in  the  feveral  courts  of  Chriftendom ;  they  had 
only  profefíed  to  have  found  lucir  a  leizure  neceflary 
for  preferving  the  peace  wherein  Chriftendom  tiren  was, 
from  the  dangerous  or  uncertain  difpofttions  of  that 
dulce,  with  whom  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  could  tahe 
no  ceVtain  meafures,  and  his  enemies  would  be  prafti- 
fing;  but  that  it  was  without  any  intention  of  retaining 
any  part  of  that  duchy  otherwife  than  for  this  end  of 
preferving  the  peace  of  Chriftendom.  All  this,  with 
many  more  circunrftances,  monfieur  Serinchamps,  the 
Lorrain  envoy,  alledged  at  the  conferences  with  the 

States  and  allies  upon  this  occafion  •,  and,  for  the  trea- 
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^  to  wonder  it  íhouid  ever  be 

menuoned  as  a  thing  wholly  invalid,  and,  as  eveiy 

fflntpft  thereup0n  lon§  fmce  forgotten  :  that  the 

tt  duke  had  no  power  to  diipofe  of  that  duchy  from 

bis  nephew ;  becaufe,  if  the  Salique  law  had  place  in 
L-orrain,  it  was  unahenable  from  the  next  heir-male  • 
J  the  femtune  fucceffion,  then  that  duke  himfelf  had  no 
title  at  al  to  it,  but  it  belonged  to  the  prefent  duke 
even  m  the  l.fe  of  his  únele.  Secondly,  that  it  was 
invalid,  by  the  French  non-performance  of  the  only 
conchtion  on  their  fide,  upon  which  the  oíd  duke  pre- 
tended  tohavemadeit:  which  was,  That  the  princes 
oí  that  family  íhouid  be  aíTumed  into  the  rank  of  prin¬ 
ces  of  the  blood  tn  France;  and,  that  upon  regiftring 
that  treaty  of  1602  m  the  parliament  of  París,  without 
tnat  claule,  the  oíd  duke  had  declared  it  void  within 
three  weeks  after  it  was  made.  Thirdly,  that  a  treaty 
was  concluded  the  year  after,  being  1663,  at  Marfal, 
between  the  moft  chriítian  king  and  the  faid  duke  J 
by  which  he  was  to  continué  in  the  poffeffion  of  ali 
1  s  tetritones,  bebdes  Marfal,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
he  enjoyed  them  by  the  treaty  of  1661,  as  he  did  till 
the  feizure  of  them  by  France  in  1670,  during  a  pro- 
ound  peace,  and  with  the  profeffions  above  mention- 
ed  maae  by  France  to  his  majefty  at  that  time  (as 

mon  ieut  ennchamps  averred)  as  weil  as  to  the  other 
courts  of  Chriítendom. 

Thefe  arguments  were  of  fuch  forcé  with  ali  the  con¬ 
federares,  that  they  were  unanimous  and  firm  in  pofi- 
tivdy  íníjíhng  upon  the  paflports  of  that  duke,  with 
the  ufual  forms  ;  and  the  more,  fince  France  had  ad- 
vanced  a  pretence  to  that  duchy,  which  was  never 
thought  of  before  among  the  allies.  The  Auftrian 
rmmítere  told  me  frankly,  that  the  treaty  íhould  ne¬ 
ver  oe  without  this  allowance  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain’s 
V.  f’  n,or  the  Peace  without  his  reftitution.  The  States 
ían!,  tney,  for  their  parts,  would  willingly  refer  this, 

and 
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and  any  other  matters  concerning  the  treaty,  to  his 
majefty’s  arbitration  •,  but  that  thcy  were  bound  al- 
ready  by  other  treaties  to  their  allies  ;  and  pai  ticular- 
ly  to  the  duke  ofLorrain  •,  and  could  not  bréale  from 
them  upon  a  point  of  fuch  apparent  right  as  this.  The 
prince  ipoke  the  fame  language,  and  íaid  further,  that 
he  was  bound  by  his  oath  of  Stadtholder,  among 
other  things,  to  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power 
to  keep  the  States  to  the  due  obfervance  of  their  trea¬ 
ties  >  and  fo,  by  the  grace  oí  God,  he  would  do  m 

this  as  well  as  in  others.  _ 

All  this  being  fignified  to  his  majefty,  and  by  him 
to  France,  that  court  continued  peremptory  in  the 
matter-,  and,  the  allies  perfiftingin  the  fame  difpofi- 
tion,  the  congrefs  began  to  be  looked  upon  from  all 
lides  as  a  thing  ended  before  it  began.  The  allies 
took  this  pretence  for  a  declaration  from  Fi  anee  of 
their  refolution  there  íkould  be  no  treaty  at  prefent  ; 
and  grounded  it  upon  fome  great  expeffation  or  defign 
they  liad  upon  further  progrefies  in  Sicily,  or  new  ones 
in  N aples ;  or  elfe  from  hopes  of  bringing  in  the  Poles 

to  the  afíiftance  of  Sweden.  ^ 

But  the  truth  was,  that  France  had  been  rorced  to 
difeover  upon  this  incident  what  they  had  always  at 
heart :  and  I  ever  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  all  thefe  ne- 
gotiations,  that  there  were  three  points  for  which 
France  thought  the  war  worth  continuing  to  the  laft 
extremity  *7  which  were,  rather  than  reftore  Toriain, 
or  Buro-undy,  or  leave  a  good  frontier  on  both  fides  of 
the  Spanilh.  territories  in  Flanders.  The  two  firft  would 
hinder  the  progrefs  of  their  great  defign,  whether  of 
extending  their  empire  only  to  the  Rhine,  or  beyond 
it :  the  laíl  would  hinder  their  conqueft  of  Flanders, 
whenever  they  purfued  thefinifhing  ofthat  adventure, 
by  leaving  a  pafi'age  for  the  Germans  to  relieve  it,  and 
by  fo  great  and  dangerous  a  diverfion  as  entering 
france  through  Lorrain  or  Burgupdy. 
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íurnrifpr'T^VK^  L™°ft  certainly  difapproved,  and  was 
J  nrlí  7.  h  thlS  prctence  of  France  to  the  duchv  of 

Ruvínv  mUt/et  pre,Vailcd  with  by  moníieur  de 

uvJ&ny  to  offer  the  expedient  of  his  rnajefty,  as  me- 

íator,  giving  ail  pañports  neccíTary  to  the  conmefs 
at  Nirneguen.  Monfieur  Van  Beuninghen  in  this  mat- 
ter  aóted  the  part  rather  of  a  burgomafter  of  Amfter- 
ctam,  than  an  ambafiador  of  the  States  ;  and  to  make 
court  to  that  town,  which  began  to  exprefs  great  im- 
patience  for  the  peace,  he  aíTured  his  imjeftyf  that  his 
mafters  could  not  fail  of  confenting  to  this  expedient. 

J  forefatv  it  would  be  refufed,  and  |ave  his  rnajefty  no! 
tice  of  it  bcfore  I  propofed  it  to  the  States,  as  think- 
íng  hishonour  and  that  of  the  mediation,  concerned 

rUC1  t  ÍTr  ’  but’  receiving  direft  orders  to  pro- 
pofe  1 1,  I  did  fo.  The  States  toid  me,  they  would  of 

thcmlelves  confent  to  this,  or  whatever  elfe  his  rnajefty 
i.iould  propofe ;  but,  having  communicated  it  to  their 
alhes,  they  would  not  hear  of  it  *  fome  refufing  it  with 
heat,  and  refle&ng  upon  his  majefty’s  partfality  to 
Fiance  ;  others  wtth  fullennefs  and  filence,  referrine 
tnemielves  to  new  orders  from  their  mafters 

Hereupon  the  congrefs  grew  wholly  defperate,  and 
a  l  parties  prepared  for  the  field  without  anv  other 
view  for  the  three  months  following  the  firft  rife  of  this 
prerenfion.  In  the  mean  time  there  pafled  a  fio-ht  be- 
tween  the  French,  and  Dutch  and  Spanilh  fhips,  near 
1  leffina  ;  wherein  De  Ruyterwas  íhot  in  the  heelbya 
cannon-bullet,  of  whichhe  died  within  few  days  after 
antl  deteimined  the  greateft  lofs  tohave  certainly  hap- 
pened  on  tnat  íide,  by  that  of  the  ableft  fea-captain 
oí  his  age,  and  the  beft  fervant  that  any  prince  or 
ítate  could  have  :  for  the  reft,  the  advantage  was  not 
comiderable  on  either  part  in  this  fight,  ñor  the  con- 
iequence  material  in  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
arms  in  Sicily,  or  in  any  proípedl:  of  great  enterprifes 
upen  Naples.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Swediih  affairs 

went 
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v'ent  very  ill  in  Pomerania,  and  were  threatened  with 
Zat  invafions  the  following  campa, gn,  both  from 
Denmark  and  Brandenburg.  l  his  decried  the  coun 
fcls  oí  thofe  perfons  that  engaged  thern  in  this  quaucl. 
Two  ambaííadors,  count  üxeníhern  and  Chvecrans 
were  appointed  for  the  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  who  had 
ever  been  of  the  fcndments  of  the  fa&on  which  now 
beo-an  to  prevalí  in  the  Swediíh  court :  they  grew  irn- 
pauent  for  a  peace,  and  for  the  treaty  in  order  t0  'C  ; 
they  declared  their  difapproval  of  the  F rench  pretuv- 
fion  raiíed  to  Lorrain,  which  feemed  only  to  obftr u 
it  •  and  that  they  would  fend  their  mimfters  to  the  con- 
erefs,  whether  the  French  carne  or  no  :  and  their 
commiüary  at  the  Hagtie  fo  well  feconded  thefe  new 
difpofitions  of  his  court,  that,  whilft  the  congreís 
looked  defperate  by  the  declared  obftinacy  of  both 
fides  upon  the  point  of  Lorrain,  Ihips  and  paflpor  s 
were  difpatched  by  the  States,  witli  conlent  of  their 
allies  to  fetch  the  Swediíh  ambaflador  írom  Gotten- 

burg  into  Holland.  . 

The  confederates  were  befides  much  animated  m 

their  hopes,  from  the  difpofitions  and  humours  ex- 
preffed  in  a  late  feffion  of  parliament  in  England ; 
which  grew  fo  high  againft  the  F  rench,  or  at  leaft, 
upon  that  pretence,  againft  the  prefent  conduct  of  his 
maiefty  or  his  minifters,  that  the  king  prorogued  thern 
about  Chriftmas,  before  any  of  the  matters  projefted 
by  the  warm  men  amongft  the  houfe  of  commons  were 

brought  into  form. 

The  French  were  upon  their  march  into  F  landers, 

and  that  king  at  the  head  of  a  great  and  brave  army 

threatened  fome  great  enterprife.  The  prince  was 

preparin0,  to  go  away  into  the  field,  with  íe  o  ution 

and  hopes  of  having  the  honour  of  a  battle  at  t  íe 

opening  of  the  campaign  ;  all  thoughts  of  the  con- 

o-refs  meeting  before  the  end  of  it  were  laiu  alíele 

when  about  the  middle  of  May  I  was  extremely  fui- 
*  •  priled 
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wirhdflt0  rCeÍVL  a  packet  from  fecretary  Williamfon, 
w uh  tlie  French  pafiports  for  the  duke  of  Lorrain’s 

[LÍS  m  Ahe/°ím  and  Wkh  the  ftyles  demanded  b y 
the  al,llcs-  And  hereupon,  all  difficulties  beino-  re- 
moved,  the  pafiports  were  exchanged  by  the  end  of 

Some  days  were  loft  by  a  new  demand  of  the  allies 

for  pafiports  hkewife  for  the  duke  ofNewbum’s  mi- 

nifters,  who  was  newly  entered  into  the  common  alli- 
ance  ;  and  the  fame  paces  were  expeéted  likewife  from 
the  duke  of  Bavaria  (at  leaft  ío  the  Germans  flattered 
íemfelves  or  their  friends.)  Upon  this,  fome  of  the 

minifters  of  the  allies  at  the  Hague,  whofe  mafters 
were  very  unwilhng  the  congrefs  íhould  begin  before 
tne  campaign  ended,  prevailed  with  the  States  to  fend 
eputies  to  me,  to  demand  pafiports  for  the  duke  of 
Newburg  and  any  other  princes  that  íhould  enter  in- 
to^tneir  alhance  ;  and  to  declare,  that,  if  thefe  were 

reru  e  y  ranee,  they  would  look  upon  what  had 
ueen  already  granted  as  void. 

I  was  fomething  furprifed  at  fo  unexpefled  a  mef- 
lage  from  the  States ;  and  told  their  deputies,  That 
luch  a  refolution  was  unpracticable  ;  that  his  maieftv 
had  undertaken  to  procure  pafiports  for  the  partiesen- 
gaged  in  the  war,  and  all  the  allies  they  had  named 
on  tot:  Pldes>  which  was  done,  and  thereupon  the  con- 
gre.s  ready  to  begin  ;  and  fuch  a  delay,  as  this  would 
occafion,  was  both  a_  difrefpect  to  his  majefly,  and 
t.iat  could  not  be  confented  to  by  France,  ñor  the  re- 
ciproc  al  oí  it  by  any  of  the  allies  that  forefaw  the  con- 
íequences  which  _  might  happen  upon  it :  that  fome 
fy  of  France  might  fall  off  to  the  confederates,  or 
lome  of  the  confederates  to  France ;  and  with  fuch 

1  ^  /i  . .  1  as  it  could  not  be  expeóled  either  of 
tnem  íhould  think  fit  to  give  paliports,  or  treat  with 
tnem  atthe  congrefs  ;  ñor  was  ita  thing  in  any  form, 
to  aeraand  paífports  without  naming  for  whom  they 

íliould 
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íhould  be.  After  feveral  other  exceptions,  t!ie  deputies 
defired  me  to  letthem  reprefent  myreafons  againft  ít  to 
the  States,  and  to  expedt  their  anfwertill  the  next  af- 
ternoon  •,  and  one  of  them  told  me,  as  he  went  out, 
that  I  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  worid,  and  that  they 
had  been  too  eafy  in  it  upon  the  inftances  of  fpme  al- 
lies.  Next  day  the  deputies  carne  to  let  me  know  the 
States  had  altered  their  refolution,  and  defired  only, 
that  his  maieíly  would  procure  paífports  íoi  the  duke 
of  Newburg’s  minifters  •,  which  I  eafily  undertook. 
This  change  had  not  paíled  without  violent  heats  be- 
tween  the  ^States  deputies  and  the  minifters  of  fome 
ailies,  who  preíled  them  ío  far,  that  one  of  the  depu- 
ties  anfwered  him,  £{ue  pretesidex  volts  dotiCy  ihejjteui  x, 
de  mus  faire  dschirer  par  la  canaille  ?  [Do  you  intend 
then,  gentlemen,  to  make  us  be  toin  in  pieces  oy  the 
rabbkT?]  Which  íhews  the  difpofition  that  ran  fo 
generally  at-this  time  throughout  the  trading  provinces 
towards  a  peace. 

There  remained  now  but  one  preliminar/  undeter- 
mined,  which  was,  To  fix  fome  extent  of  neutral  coun- 
try  about  the  place  oí  congreis.  trance  would  havc 
extended  it  two  leagues  round  •,  the  ailies  would  have 
it  bounded  on  one  iide  by  the  river  W aal,  upon  which 
Nimeguen  ftood,  and  was  divided  by  it  from  the  Be- 
tuwe,&a  part  of  the  province  of  Holland,  and  through 
which  iay  the  ftraight  road  into  the  reft  of  that  coun- 
try.  Both  thefe  propofals  were  grounded  upon  the 
fame  reafon  :  that  of  France,  to  facilítate  the  commerce 
of  their  ambafladors  with  the  towns  of  Holland,  incite 
the  defires,  and  enter  into  praflices  of  peace  diftindt 
from  the  motions  of  the  congrefs  :  that  of  the  ailies, 
to  prevent  or  incumber  the  too  eafy  and  undiicovered 
paffage  of  the  French  emiffaries  upon  this  occafion. 
However,  both  were  pofitive  in  their  opinions  •,  1o  as 
this  matter  carne  not  to  be  determined  till  fome  time 
after  the  congrefs  began,  and  but  lamely  then. 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

THE  prince  was  now  ready  to  go  into  the  fie  Id, 
and  told  me,  That,  before  he  went,  he  muíi 
have  Tome  talk  with  me  in  prívate,  and  atleifure  ;  and 
to  that  purpofe  defired  it  might  be  in  the  garden  of 
Honílaerdyck.  We  appointed  the  hour,  and  met  ac- 
cordingly.  He  told  me,  I  would  eafily  believe,  that, 
being  the  only  fon  that  was  left  of  his  family,  he  was 
often  preffed  by  his  friends  to  think  of  marrying,  and 
had  many  perfons  propofed  to  him,  as  their  léveral 
humours  led  them  :  that,  for  his  own  pare,  he  knew 
it  was  a  thing  to  be  done  at  one  time  or  other  ;  but 
that  he  had  hitherto  excuíéd  the  thoughtsofit,  other- 
wife  than  in  general,  till  the  war  was  ended :  that,  be¬ 
bdes  his  own  friends,  the  deputies  of  the  States  began 
to  prefs  him  more  earneftly  every  day,  and  the  more, 
as  they  faw  the  war  like  to  continué ;  and  perhaps 
they  had  more  reafon  to  do  it  than  any  others :  that 
he  had  at  laft  promifed  them  he  would  think  of  it 
more  ferioufiy  and  particularly,  and  fo  he  had,  and  re- 
folved  he  would  marry  ;  but  the  choice  of  a  perfon  he 
thought  more  difficult:  that  he  found  himfelf  inclined 
to  no  propofals  had  been  made  him  out  of  France  or 
Germany,  ñor  indeed  to  any  that  had  been  mentioned 
upon  this  occafion  by  any  of  his  friends,  but  that  of 
England  :  that,  before  he  concluded  to  make  any  pa¬ 
ces  that  way,  he  was  refolved  to  have  my  opinión  up¬ 
on  two  points,  but  yet  would  not  aík  it,  unlefs  I  pro¬ 
mifed  to  anfwer  him  as  a  friend,  or  at  leaft  an  indiffe- 
rent  perfon,  and  not  as  the  king’s  ambaífador.  When  I 
told  him  he  fiiould  be  obeyed,  he  went  on,  and  faid, 
That  he  would  confefs  to  me,  during  the  late  war,  nei- 
ther  the  States,  ñor  he  in  particular,  were  without  ap- 
plications  from  feveral  perfons,  and  confiderable,  in 

England, 
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England,  who  would  fain  have  engaged  them  to  hcad 
the  difcontents  that  were  raifed  by  the  concluid  of  the 
court  in  that  whole  war,  which  he  knew  was  begun  and 
carried  on  quite  contrary  to  the  humour  of  the  nation, 
and  might  perhaps  have  proved  very  dangerous  to  the 
crown,  ifithadnotcnded  as  itdid:  thatall  thefe  perlons, 
who  pretended  to  be  much  his  friends,  were  extreme- 
ly  againft  any  thoughts  of  his  marrying  in  Emgland  ; 
their  reaions  were,  That  he  would  by  it  lofe  all  the  ef- 
teem  and  intereíl  he  had  there,  and  be  believed  to  have 
run  wholly  into  the  difpofitions  and  defigns  of  the 
court,  which  were  generally  thought  fo  different  from 
thofeof  thenation,  efpecially  upon  the  point  of  religi¬ 
ón,  that  his  friends  there  did  not  believe  the  govern- 
ment  could  be  long  without  lome  great  diftuibance, 
unlefs  they  changed  their  meafures,  which  was  not  ef- 
teemed  very  likely  to  be  done  1  and  upon  this  he  deíu- 
ecl  my  thoughts  as  a  friend.  The  next  was  upon  the  per- 
fon  and  difpofitions  of  the  young  lady  ;  for  though  it 
would  not  país  in  the  world  for  a  prince  to  feem  con¬ 
cerned  in  thofe  particulars  ;  yet,  for  himfelf,  he  would 
tell  me  without  any  fort  of  affeftation,  that  he  was  fo, 
and  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  no  circumftances  of  fortune 
or  intereíl  would  engage  him,  without  thofe  of  the  per- 
fon,  efpecially  thofe  of  humour  and  difpofitions  :  that 
he  might,  perhaps,  not  be  very  eafy  for  a  wife  to  live 
with  •,  he  was  fure  he  íhould  not  to  fuch  wives  as  were 
•o-enerally  in  the  courts  of  this  age :  that  if  he  íhould 
meet  with  one  to  give  him  trouble  at  honre,  ’twas  what 
he  flrould  not  be  able  to  bear,  who  was  like  to  have 
enough  abroad  inthe  courfe  ofhislife:  and  that,  after 
the  manner  he  was  refolved  to  live  with  a  wife,  which 
íhould  be  the  beft  he  could,  he  would  have  one  that  he 
thought  likely  to  live  well  with  him,  which  he  thought 
chiefly  depended  on  her  dilpofition  and  education  •, 
and  if  I  knew  any  thing  particular  of  the  lady  Mary 
in  thefe  points,  he  defired  rae  to  tell  him  freely. 
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I  anfwered  his  highnefs,  That  I  was  very  glad  to 
find  he  was  reíolved  to  marry,  being  what  he'owed  his 
íamily  and  friends  :  that  I  was  much  more  pleafed  that 
his  mchnation  led  him  to  endeavour  it  in  En^land : 
that  I  thought  it  as  muchfor  his  intereft,  as  others  of 
his  Englifh  friends  thought  it  was  againít  it :  that  the 
king  and  his  highnefs  would  ever  be  able  to  do  one 
another  more  good,  and  more  harm,  than  any  other 
princes  could  do  either  of  them,  by  beino-  friends  or 
enemies :  that  it  was_  a  great  ftep  to  be  "one  deje 
nearer  the  crown,  and  in  all  appearance  the  next  •  "ha1- 
for  his  friends  (as  they  pretended  in  England/they 
muft  fee  much  farther  than  I  did,  to  believe  the  kincr 
in  any  fuch  dangers  or  difficulties  as  they  imacined" 
that  the  ciown  of  England  ítood  upon  furer  founda- 
tions  than  ever  it  had  done  in  former  times,  and  the 
more  ror  what  had  paíled  in  the  laft  reign  ;  and  that  I 
believed  the  people  would  be  found  better  fubieíts  than 
perhaps  the  king  himfelf  believed  them  :  that  it  was 
however  in  his  power  to  be  as  well  with  them  as  he 
pleafed,  and  to  make  as  íhort  turns  to  fuch  an  end  •  if 
not,  yet,  with  the  help  of  a  little  good  huíbandry,  he 
might  pafs  his  reign  in  peace,  though  not  perhaps  with 
lo  much  eafe  at  home,  or  glory  abroad,  as  if  he  fell 
into.  the  van  Oí  his  people  ;  that  if  the  court  were  of 
fentiments  different  from  thofe  ofhis  highnefs,  yet  his 
advifers  would  make  him  a  greater  compliment  in  be- 
lieving  him  as  likely  to  induce  the  court  to  his,  as  in 
concluding  they  would  bring  him  to  theirs  ;  and,  if 
that  íhould  happen,  the  moít  feditious  men  in  England 
would  be  hard  put  to  it  to  find  an  ill  fide  in  fuch  a 
match.  Ehat,  íoi  the  otner  point,  I  could  íay  nothing 
to  it,  but  that  X  had  always  heard  my  wife  and  my  íi- 
fterfpeak  with  all  the  advantage  that  could  be  ofwhat 
they  could  difcern  in  a  princefs  fo  young,  and  more 
from  what  they  had  been  told  by  the  govemels,  with 
whom  they  had  a  particular  iriendlhip,  and  who,  they 
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Viere  Ture,  took  all  the  care  that  could  be  in  ío  much 

ofedncation  as  fell  to  her  iliare. 

Aftcr  two  hours  diicourfe  upon  this  íubject,  thc 
prince  concluded  he  would  enter  upon  this  purfuit, 
and,  in  order  to  it,  would  write  both  to  the  king  and 
the  duke,  to  beg  their  favour  to  him  in  it,  and  their 
leave  that  he  might  go  o  ver  into  England  at  the  end 
of  the  campaign  :  that  my  wife,  who  was  then  going 
over  upon  my  prívate  arFairs,  íhould  cairy  and  dehver 
both  his  letters  *,  and,  during  her  ílay  there,  íhould 
endeavour  to  inform  herfelf  the  moft  particularly  íhe 
could  of  all  that  concerned  the  perfon,  humour,  and 
difpofitions  of  the  young  princefs,  in  which  he  feemed 
fo  much  concerned. 

Within  two  or  three  days  after  thefe  difcourfes,  the 
prince  brought  his  letters  to  my  wife,  and  went  im~ 
mediately  to  the  army  *,  and  fhe  went  immediately  af¬ 
ter  into  England  with  thofe  difpatches,  and  left  me 
preparing  for  my  journey  to  Nimeguen,  where  the 
Dutch  firft,  and  after  them  the  French  ambaffadors 
were  arrived,  and  confequently  thofe  of  the  two  prin-( 
cipal  parties  in  the  war. 

Before  I  went,  Du  Moulin  met  my  chaplain  in  the 
Voorhout,  and  told  him  he  was  fo  ill,  that  he  knevv  he 
had  not  long  to  live  ^  and  that  he  could  not  die  in  qui- 
et,  without  aíking  my  pardon  for  fo  many  falfe  and 
imurious  things  as  he  confeffed  to  have  faid  of  me  fince 
my  laft  embaíTy  in  Holland,  though  he  had  before  had 
all  the  efteem  that  could  be  for  me.  He  defired  my 
chaplai n,  hnce  1  had  alwavs  refuled  to  fee  him,  that 
he  would  do  this  office  for  íiim,  and  afked  my  pardon  - 
as  from  a  dying  man,  This  Moulin,  after  having 
becn  much  ernployed  and  favoured  by  my  lord  Ár- 
lington  during  the  counfels  and  vogue  of  the  triple  ai- 
liance,  and  difgraced  by  him  after  the  change  of  thoíe 
meafures  in  England,  went  over  into  Elolland,  was  en- 
tertaincd  by  the  prince  as  one  óf  his  fecretaries,  grew 
Yol.  II.  Z  ^nt:0 
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into  great  favour  and  confidence  during  the  war,  was 
made  ufe  of  by  the  malecontents  of  England  in  their 
apphcations  at  the  Hague  ;  and  was  thought  worth  all 
my  j^^d  Arlington  s  mítances  and  endeavours  when  he 
was  at  the  Hague,  to  remove  him  from  the  prince’s 
lervice:  I  received  afterwards  commands  to  the  fame 
purpoie,  and  compaíTed  it  not  without  time  and  diffi- 
culty  :  he  had  not  been  long  laid  afide  when  this  hap- 
pened  \  and  whether  that,  or  the  knowledge  ofthe 
pnnce’s  late  refolution  topurfue  the  match  in  England, 
helped  to  break  his  heart  ;  or  whether  it  were  a  con- 
íumption,  as  his  friends  gave  out,  I  know  not  *,  but 
he  died  foon  after,  and  with  him  the  intrigues  of  that 
party  xn  England,  that  had  for  íome  time  employed 
him,  and  bufied  his  friends  in  Holland. 

After  many  delays  in  the  diipatch  and  exchange  of 
the  paílports  I  got  loofe  from  the  Hague  about  the  be- 
ginningof  July  1676,  upon  my journey  to  Nimeguen  ; 
vvhere  the  French  and  Dutch  ambaffadors,  being  al- 
ready  arrived,  preffcd  very  much  for  my  coming,  in 
regaid  oir  Lionel  Jenkins  excufed  himfelf  from  per- 
forming  any  afts  or  offices  of  the  mediation  till  my  ar- 
nval,  and  contented  himfelf  to  pafs  only  the  ufual  vi- 
íits.  The  difpofitions  Iobferved  in  the  feveral  parties 
towards  the  iuccefs  of  this  congrels,  when  I  went  in 
order  to  the  opening  oí  it,  were  very  differenf,  and 
\ery  unlikely  to  draw  it  to  any  fudden  iífue  ;  but  only 
to  attend  and  be  governed  by  the  fucceíTes  of  the  íeve- 
ral  armies  in  the  field,  and  the  events  expedled  from 
the  acStions  of  the  campaign.  The  French  had  given 
all  the  facility  they  could  for  fome  months  paíl  to  the 
forming  of  the  congrefs,  and  made  all  the  hade 
they  could  for  their  ambaffadors  to  be  upon  the 
place,  defiring  no  better  peace  than  upon  the  pre- 
fent  plan  of  affairs  ;  and  hoping  by  their  forward- 
nefs,  and  the  great  backwardnefs  of  fome  of  the  al- 

lies. 
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lies  to  make  way  for  fome  feparate  treaties  with  thofe 
amon*  them  who  began  to  be  impatient  for  the  peare. 
The  houfe  of  Auílria  was  fullen,  as  lofers  ufe  to  be, 
and  fo  were  very  flow  and  reíly  in  all  tneir  paces  to- 
wardsthis  treaty  ;  the  Germans  hoping  for  gieat  fue- 
ceñes  of  their  arms  in  this  campaign,  and  the  Spa- 
niards  flattering  themfelves  with  the  interefts  his  ma- 
jefty  had  in  the  prefervation  ofFlanders,  and  with  the 
pare  which  the  parliament  in  England  feemed  of  late 
to  have  taken  in  their  affairs  ;  and  both  were  in  hopes 
that  fomething  inight  arile  from  one  of  thcie  fides,  to 
make  rocm  for  preteníions  that  could  not  be  in  coun- 
tenance  as  things  ftood  at  prefent.  1  he  Swede  WaS 
very  earneft  for  a  peace,  as  having  moie  hopes  of  ie- 
covenng  himfelf  that  way,  than  by  the  coutie  Oí  a  wai. 
Denmark  andBrandenburg  were  violent  for  continuing 
the  war  ;  finding  the  Swedes  weak,  divided,  and  unre- 
lievable  by  France  any  otherwife  than  with  their  rno- 
neys,  and  hoping  to  drive  them  this  fummer  out  Ox 
Germany.  The  States  were  very  defirous  of  the  peace, 
having  no  pretences  of  their  own,  but  to  get  well  out 
of  a  war  that  ruined  their  trade,  and  drained  their 
nioney  •,  but  they  durft  not  break  from  their  confeae- 
rates,  not  trufting  England  enough,  ñor  France  at  all, 
fo  as  to  leave  themfelves  in  a  condition  of  depending 
upon  either  of  them  after  the  peace  íhould  be  made. 
One  general  thread  ran  through  the  counfels  on  both 
fides ;  on  the  French,  to  break  the  confidence  and  uni¬ 
ón  of  the  confederacy  by  different  paces  and  advances 
to  the  feveral  parties  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty  ;  on 
the  confederates,  to  preferve  the  fame  confidence  and 
unión  with  which  they  had  carried  on  the  war,  even 
after  the  peace  íhould  be  made.  His  maíefty,  though 
he  was  oífered  by  fome  of  the  parties  to  be  arbiter,  as 
well  as  mediator,  in  the  prefent  differences  ;  and  was 
known  by  them  all  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  make 
that  figure  as  he  pleafed  *,  yet  chofe  the  other,  and  gave 

Z  2  tis 
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tis  orders  accordingly,  only  to  perform  the  offices  of 
abare  medmuon,  and  to  avoid  the  parties  fubmitting 
their  differences  to  his  determination  :  fo  that,  opon 
the  whoie,  ít  was  eafy  to  forefee  the  congrefs  wou!d 
only  prove  a  bufinefs  of  form ;  and  proceed  no  other- 
wife  than  as  it  ihould  be  moved,  or  rather  Poverned 
by  the  events  of  the  field.  °  * 

However,  the  opening  of  it  rnight  well  be  called 
the  dawn  ot  a  peace  ;  which  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
only  prophecy  of  this  fort  that  I  have  ever  thotvffit 
Vorth  takmg  notice  of,  ñor  ihould  I  have  done  fo,  but 
that  nlonfieur  Colbert  ffiewed  it  me  at  my  coming  to 
Nimeguen,  and  made  me  remember  to  have  leen  it  in 
my  lord  Arlington’s  hands  in  the  year  1668,  who  told 
me  it  was  very  oíd,  andhadbeen  found  infome  abbey 
of  Germany»  It  was  in  thele  terms  : 

Liliütn  ktrabit  in  terram  lecnts,  feras  in  brachiis 
geirens ;  aquila  movebit  alas ,  et  in  auxilium  veniet  fi¬ 
lias  homims  áb  aufitro :  tune  erit  ingen s  bellum  per 
totuni  l errar um  erbem  ;  fied  pGjl  quatuor  annos  pax 

clucefcet ,  et  falus  erit  filio  honúnis  unde  exitium  pu- 
tabatur * 

“The  lily  (hall  invade  the  ¡and  of  the  lion,  bearing 
wild  beafts  in  its  arms  ;  the  eagle  fhall  move  íts 
yings,  and  the  fon  ot  man  fhall  cometo  his  aííiftance 
from  tne  íbuth  :  then  there  íTiall  be  great  war 
throughout  the  world  ;  but  after  four  years  peace 
“  fhall  dawn,  and  the  fon  of  man  be  delivered  by 
“  thofe  from  whom  his  ruin  was  expefted.” 

1  hofe,  who  have  a  mind  to  give  credit  to  fuch  pro- 
phecies  from  the  courfe  of  events,  muít  allow  the  leo- 
pards  (the  ancient  arms  of  England)  to  be  meant  by 
the  wild  beafts  ;  the  king  of  Spain  by  the  fon  of  man  ; 
the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  (four  years  after  the  war  be- 
gan)  by  .the  dawn  of  peace;  and  Spain’s  having  been 

faved 
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faved  by  the  States  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  by  thofe 
from  whom  its  ruin  was  expeded.  But  I  eaíily  believe, 
that  as  moft  prophecies,  which  run  in  the  world,  arife 
from  the  contrivances  of  crafty,  or  the  dreams  of  en- 
thufiaílical  heads ;  and  the  fenfe  of  them  (where  there 
is  any)  lies  wrapped  up  in  myftical  or  incoherent 
expreffions,  fit  to  receive  many  forts  of  interpretations ; 
and  fome  perhaps  from  the  leifure  of  great  wits  that 
are  ill  empioyed,  and  feek  diverfion  to  themfelves  by 
writing  things  at  random  with  the  fcornful  thoughc 
of  amufing  the  world  about  nothing ;  fo  others  are 
broached  for  oíd,  either  after  events  happen,  or  when 
they  are  fo  probable  as  to  be  eafily  conjedured  by 
forefeeing  men  :  and  it  feems  ftrange,  that  of  the  firft 
kind  (being  fo  many)  no  more  happen  to  be  fulfiiled, 
with  the  help  of  fo  much  inclination  to  believe,  as  well 
as  fo  much  invention  to  wreft  the  meaning  of  words 
to  the  fenfe  pretended.  But  whether  this  I  mention 
may  not  have  been  one  of  the  laft  kind  is  uncertain  ; 
for  in  that  very  year  it  was  produced,  and  given  my 
lord  Arlington  by  a  Frenchman  (as  he  told  me)  the 
defign  of  this  war  was  not  only  laying,  but  well  ad- 
vanced  by  the  pradices  of  monfieur  Colbert  upon  the 
minifters  of  our  court  (where  he  was  then  ambaíTador) 
and  by  the  violent  humour  of  my  lord  Clifford  to  en* 
terinm  the  leagues  then  projeded  by  France  ;  fo  that, 
the  very  day  the  parliament  gave  his  majeíly  a  mighty 
fum  ofmoney,  to  compliment  him  upon  fo  applauded 
a  counfel  and  fuccefs  as  that  of  the  triple  alliance  in 
the  year  1668,  that  lord,  coming  out  of  (he  houfe 
of  commons,  where  he  was  then  a  membpr,  could 


not  hold  faying  to  a  friend  of  mine  who  carne  out 
with  him,  That,  for  all  this  great  joy,  it  muít  not  be 
long  before  we  have  another  war  with  Holland.  And 
of  which  of  thefe  two  prophecies  were  the  more  to  be 
confidered,  or  the  better  infpired,  I  icave  it  to  every 


pne  tp  ¡puefs  as  they  pleafe. 
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Nimeguen  is  feated  upon  the  fide  of  a  hill,  which  is 
the  laíl  of  Gerinany  •,  and  ftoops  upon  the  river  Waal, 
which  wafhes  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and  divides 
it  from  tlie  Betuwe,  an  iíland  lying  all  upon  fíat  low 
ground,  between  the  Waal  and  the  oíd  Rhine,  which 
was  the  ancient  feat  of  thofe  the  Romans  called  Bata- 
vians,  and,  for  their  bravery  and  love  of  liberty,  took 
into  their  ccnfederacy,  when  they  fubjeded  all  the 
neighbouring  parts  of  Gaul  andGermany.  Betuwe  and 
Waal  were  the  ancient  Germán  ñames,  and  turned  in¬ 
to  Batavia  and  Vahalis  by  the  Román  terminations,  as 
Cologn  ande,  leves  are  Román  ñames  changed  into  Ger¬ 
mán.  Betuwe  íignifies,  in  the  oíd  Germán,  fat  earth,  as 
Veluwe  (a  great  heathy  country  on  t’qther  fide  the  Rhine) 
does  coarle  or  barren  earth.  Whether  Nimeguen  carne 
from  Neomagum,  or  Neomagum  from  Nimeguen,  I 
cannot  determine-,  but  the  oíd  caítle,  as  v/ell  as  many 
antiquitiesfoundabout  it,  íhewittohave  been  a  colony 
of  the  Romans;  and  it  is  feated  in  very  goodair  encorn- 
pafied  on  three  fides  by  great  and  dry  heaths,  is  well 
built,  and  inhabited  by  a  good  fort  of  people. 

t 

I  excufed  myfelf  from  letting  the  magiftrates  of 
Nimeguen  know  what  time  I  defigned  my  arrivai  there, 
though  they  fent  to  inform  themfelves  while  I  was  up¬ 
on  the  way  ;  and  I  refufed  any  ceremonies  at  entry, 
to  prevent  that  pretence  in  other  ambafiadors,  and 
the  troubles  and  difturbances  fuch  public  receptions 
might  occafion.  However  I  could  not  efeape  fome 
part  ot  it,  for  which  I  had  like  to  have  paid  a  great 
cleal  more  than  it  was  worth.  The  river  of  Nimeguea 
is  very  rapid  in  the  midft  of  the  ftream,  which  lies 
near  the  town,  and  fpreads  very  broad  upon  the  other 
fide  to  the  Betuwe,  being  upon  flat  grounds.  The 
firft  part  of  it  is  pafied  by  a  very  large  ferry-boar, 
which  held  at  once  my  two  coaches  and  fix  horfes, 

onc 
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one  waggon,  and  my  trunks,  eight  faddle-horfes,  and 
would  have  received  many  more.  This  boat  is  oí  a 
contrivance  lo  Angular,  as  well  as  fo  commodious, 
that  I  have  much  wondered  never  to  have  leen  ít  piac- 
tifed  in  any  other  place  ;  for  the  forcé  of  the  ftieam 
drives  the  boat  crols  the  river  without  the  ieaft  pains 
of  the  men,  being  kept  to  its  courfe  by  a  llrong  cable 
extended  írom  one  íidc  to  the  other,  and  faftcned  to  a 
pully  fet  up  for  that  purpofe  in  the  boat  ;  fo  that  no 
ftrefs  of  weather  hinders  this  pafíage,  and  the  harder 
the  ítrearn  runs,  the  íóoner  it  is  made.  Where  the 
river  grows  íhallow,  and  the  current  ílack,  on  the  Be- 
tuwe^lide,  it  is  fupplied  by  a  bridge  oí  planks  for 
about  two  hundred  paces,  which  are  ill  kept,  many 
looíe  or  íhaking,  and  no  defence  on  the  lides.  A^hen 
my  coaches  were  upon  this  bridge,  the  cannon  of  the 
town  began  to  fire,  and  fo  continued  all  the  while  I 
was  upon  the  river  •,  which  was  a  piece  of  civility  well 
underítood  •,  but  my  horfes  were  fo  unruly  with  that 
noife,  and  the  clatter  of  the  planks,  that  thcy  were 
much  likelier  to  have  carried  me  into  the  river  than 
into  the  boat.  But  when,  with  the  help  of  my  fer- 
vants  on  foot  that  led  them,  we  got  in  there,  we  were 
fafe  as  in  a  houfe,  and  got  well  away  to  the  town  where 
I  landed  at  Sir  Lionel  Jenkin’s  houfe,  and  ílaid  there 
till  late  in  the  evening,  to  avoid  any  vifits  or  ceremo- 
nies  that  night. 

The  next  day  I  was  vifited  by  the  French  ambafla- 
dors.  With  monfieur  D’Avaux  paíTed  little  but  what 
was  common  upon  fuch  occaíions :  But  the  marfhal 
D’Eftrades  and  monfieur  Colbert  being  of  my  particu¬ 
lar  acquaintance  in  my  former  embaffies  at  the  Hague 
and  AixlaChapelle,  they  pretended,  in  their  firftfepa- 
rate  vifits,  to  enter  with  me  upon  points  and  terms  of 
great  confidence,  and  upon  matters  that  gave  me  light 
into  the  whole  defign  of  France  intended  by  the  íteps 
of  this  treaty,  to  which  they  had  of  late  íhewed  fo  great 

Z  4  forwardnefs, 
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ín!T^fne\  atrIeu^  in  the  forming  °f  this  congreis, 
and  difpatch  of  their  ambafladors,  before  thoíe  of 

the  filies  were  in  any  motion,  or  perhaps  diipofition 

towards-it.  _  They  both  told  me,  That  they  had  ex- 

prels  and  prívate  orders  from  the  king  their  mafter  to 

make  me  particular  compliments  upon  the  efteem  his 

moft  chnftian  majefty  had  for  my  perfon,  and  to  make 

their  application  wholly  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  this 

negotiation,  though  one  of  us  minifters  mediators 

carne  írom  refiding  in  their  own  court ;  but  they  knew 

very  well  I  had  the  king  my  mafter’s  confidence  as 

well  as  that  of  his  minifters  5  and,  that  having  had 

t  e  raming  of  this  congreis  from  the  firft  overtures 

and  through.all  the  preliminaries,  there  was  no  other 

hand  but  mine  capable  of  finiíhing  it ;  and  therefore 

they  prefaged  me  all  the  glory  of  it :  that  I  might 

reckon  upon  all  the  facility  their  mafter  could  cr¡ye  to- 

wards  it;  but  that  after  fuch  fucceiles  in  the  war,  and 

at  the  head  of  fo  great  forces  both  at  land  and  fea, 

it  could  not  be  expe¿ted  he  íhould  yield  to  reftore 

what  his  arms  had  conquered.  On  the  other  fide, 

they  knevv  veiy  well,  that  though  the  States  werebent 

upon  the  peace,  yet  the  forwardnels  or  extravagant 

demands  of  their  allies  would  engage  them  as  lono-  as 

they  could  in  the  war,  unlefs  the  prince  of  Orange 

would  interpofe  his  authority,  which  was  fo  great  with 

all  the  allies,  that  they  were  fure  of  their  confentin^ 

to  whatever  terms  the  prince  íhould  be  reíblute  in  prQ- 

pofing  for  the  peace  :  that,  to  draw  it  therefore  to  a 

happy  ifilie,  there  was  no  vvay  but  for  his  highnefs 

firft  to  agree  privately  with  France  upon  the  condi- 

tions,  and  what  every  party  íhould  content  tfienifelves 

with;  and  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  ofthe  treaty,  to 

draw  all  things,  by  concert  together,  to  the  fcope 

agreed  between  thern;  in  which  the  prince  might  make 

ufe  of  the  known  temper  of  the  States  to  bring  it  to  a 

íudvíCn  iftue,  and  to  maico  o,  íeparate  peace,  in  cale  the 

5  unreafonable 
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unreafonable  pretences  of  their  allies  fhould  hinder  or 
delav  a  general  one  :  that  this  pare  was  aefted  by  the 
eleébor  ofBavaria  at  Munfter,  who  was  ín  prívate 
concert  with  France  through  the  whole  proceedings  ot 
thattreaty,  though  he  went  ,on  with  the  allies  ín 1  the 
public  trani'aftions  :  that  he  owed  the  greatnefs  of  his 
houfe  to  this  counfel,  and  to  the  confideration  anc 
fupport  it  had  ever  fince  received  from  the  crown  ot 
France:  that,  by  purfuing  the  fame  at  Nimeguen,  it 
would  be  in  the  prince  of  Orange’s  power  to  do  the 
fame  for  himfelf  and  his  family ;  and  that,  for  what 
concerned  his  own  perfonal  interefts  and  advantages, 
their  mafter  had  given  them  power  to  aífure  him,  he 
fhould  have  carte  blanche,  and  draw  his  own  ccnditi- 
ons  upon  it:  that  though  they  had  other  ways  of  mak- 
ino ■  this  overture  to  the  prince,  yet  they  had  order  to 
cfo’it  by  none  but  me,  if  I  would  charge  myfelf  with 
•it :  that  they  knew  the  credit  and  confidence  I  was  in 
with  the  prince,  and  how  far  he  would  defer  to  my 
opinions  in  what  concerned  the  public  interefts  of  his 
allies  asweil  as  his  own  :  and  that,  if  I  would  efpouie 
this  affair,  befides  the  glory  of  having  alone  given  a 
peace  to  Chriftendom,  I  might  reckon  upon  what  I 
pleafed  myfelf  from  the  bounty  and  generofity  of  the 
king  their  mafter. 

This  was  the  fum  of  what  was  faid  by  them  both, 
though  in  feveral  and  prívate  vifits ;  but  I  obferved 
monüeur  Colbert  to  have  been  inftruóted  with  more 
particular  confidence,  and  to  defign  it  with  me,  even 
apart  from  both  his  collegues  and  mine,  in  the  purfuit 
of  this  intelligence  -,  but  monfieur  D’Eftrades  valued 
himfelf  chiefly  upon  his  entering  into  it  with  me  pre- 
ferable  to  all  others,  though  he  had  feveral  other 
ways  of  doing  it  with  the  prince,  as  well  as  into  what 
praftices  he  íhould  think  fit  with  the  States,  by  the 
jhelp  of  fo  many  friendfhips  and  habitudes  as  I  knew 
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he  had  contraded  in  Holland,  during  fo  Ion-  a  couríc 
oí  employments  therc.  0  e 

maLd’v'fnrí^  lhat,í  wasob%ed  to  his  mofe  chríftian 
Sn  '/k  HlS  g00<?  °Plnion>  and  to  them  for  havin- 
.piven  it  him,  not  having  myfelf  a t  all  the  honour  of 

bemg  known  to  him  :  that  I  íhouid  make  no  ill  ufe  of 
ínn,  great  honour  and  confidence,  whether  I  íhouid  be 
abíe  to  make  a  good  one  or  not :  that,  for  his  maiefty’s 
Osípofitions  to  promote  the  peace,  theyknew  them  as 
vvdl  as  I ;  but  that  many  confiderations  had  enga-ed 
Jnm  to  mftrud  us  the  mediators  only  to  promote  a  ge- 
ra  peace,  and  not  to  enter  into  any  paces  towards 
nny  particular  °ne,  or  feparate,  between  the  parties 
which  fuch  a  prívate  and  previous  conceit  between 
h ranee  and  the  prince  of  Orange  would  look  verv  like- 
and  therefore  I  did  not  fee  how  I  could  enter  upon  it 
without  particular  orders  from  the  king:  that,  befides, 
i  would  confefs  to  them,  that  I  did  not  think  it  would 

^l0fry,faareffeC\lfI  ^toiid  receive  them  ;  and 
that^the  ben  fervice  I  could  do  them  fthe  ambaífa- 

dors,  was  to  let  them  know  very  freely  all  that  I 

nú’  °J-ratrkRtt  thou8ht>  of  íheprince  ofOran-e, 
and  his  diípofmons  in  this  great  affair,  that  they  mi  °ht 

the  better  guefs  what  paces  to  expedí  from  him  :  that 
I  was  fure  he  defired  the  peace  as  much  as  the  States 
could  do ;  that  the  weak  condudi:  of  Spain,  and  dif- 
tracted  counfels  of  the  Empire,  were  enough  to  forcé 
tm  upon  it,  without  many  other  circumftances  that 
were  too  well  known  to  trouble  them  with  :  that  the 
pnnee  knew  very  well  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at 
all  m  the  terms  of  a  peace  between  France  and  Hol¬ 
land,  ana  that  all  would  arife  from  theirallies,  whohad 
entered  into  the  war  only  in  their  defence :  that  their 
faith  and  honour  were  lince  engaged  by  many  treaties 
conciudea  with  them,  and  which  hindered  them  from 
makmg  any  ieparate  peace :  that,  in  all  thofe  treaties, 
the  pnnee  s  honour  was  more  particularly  engaged, 

upon 
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«non  which  perfonally  the  feveral  confedérate  princes 
were  known  to  rely  more,  than  upon  any  public  re  o- 
w?on  or  inftruments  of  the  States  :  that  if  any  ways 
could  be  found,  or  oífers  made  towards  bnnging  h» 
hiahnefs  out  ofthis  war,  with  the  fafety  of  his  honour, 
by” the  fatisfaftion  of  his  allies,  upon  any  fort  of  terms 
I  was  fure  he  would  fall  meo  them  with  all  the  J°y  cl?a 
could  be  •,  but  to  bréale  from  them,  againft  all  faith 
and  agreements,  by  feparate  meafures,  I  believed  he 
wouldnever  be  induced,  but  by  the  laft  extremities  of 
the  war,  or  neceffities  at  home :  and  that,  for  his  own 
perfonal  interefts,  I  was  conñdent  no  advantages  to  be 
offered  him  would  ever  be  confidered  by  his  highnefs, 
how  great  foever  i  but  that  two  or  three  towns,  more 
or  leís  to  the  Spaniards,  for  the  ftrength  ot  their  fron- 
tier  in  Flanders,  would  prevalí  more  with  him  than 
all  could  be  done  for  his  intereft  in  Orange  or  Bur- 
gundy  •,  and  that  all  other  propofitions  of  advantages 
more  than  were  avowed  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty 
were  I  believed,  what  he  would  take  ill  from  any 
that  íhould  malee  them  i  and  yet,  whenever  1  faw  him 
next  I  would  tell  him  of  all  that  had  paffed  m  this 
converfation :  but,  for  the  deference  they  beheved  his 
highnefs  might  have  for  my  fentiments,  I  would  aífure 
them,  my  opinión  was,  he  had  none  for  mine,  or 
any  man’s  elfe,  further  than  as  their  arguments  pre- 
yailed  udoii  his  judgment:  that  he  had  feníe  enough  to 
rrovern  íiimfelf,  and  I  believed  he  would  always  truit 
to  it,  though  he  might  advife  with  othei  men. 

After  thefe  converfations,  during  the  time  I  ftaid 

at  Nimeguen,  monfieur  Colbert  made  many  fmall  at- 

tacks  of  this  kind  upon  me,  and  fometimes  contented 

himfelf  only  to  let  fall  fome  things  in  converfation,  to 

try  if  I  was  difpofed  to  enter  íurther  upon  that  fubjeíV. 

But  the  Marefchal  D’Eítrades  immediately  after  began 

to  turn  his  battery  another  way,  which  was  upon  the 

Penfioner  Fagel,  by  the  intervention  of  a  perlón  of 
r  Maeftricht. 


/ 
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Maeftncht,  many  of  whofe  letters  the  Peníioner  íhew- 

r"’e  uP°nkthe  {*mc  occafion  >  and  with  all  the  offers 
“ulJ  be  made  of  confideration  and  advantage  to 
theinterefts  ofthe  pnnce  of  Orange }  which  metwifh  no 
other  reception  from  his  highnefs  than'  what  I  foretold 

After  the  firft  vifits  between  usand  theFrench  and 
¿Jutch  ambafladors,  whom  only  we  found  at  Nime 
guen,  we  received  a  vifit  from  the  magiftates  of  the 
town,  who  told  us,  they  had  order  from  the  States  to 
remit  the  government  of  the  city  to  our  difpofition 
c.unng  the  preíent  treaty ;  and  to proceed  no  otherways 
ni  il,  than  according  to  íuch  orders  as  they  Íhould  re- 
ceive  frorn  us  the  mediators.  We  told  them,  it  was 
his  majefty  s  pleafure,  that  we  fhould  notat  all  inter- 
meddie  with  it,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  íhould 
conlign  mtothe  hands  ofthe  ordinary  juftice  ofthe  town 
any  of  our  domeftics  that  íhould  be  guilty  of  any 
crime  againft  the  peace  and  government  of  the  place- 
and  that  juftice  íhould  be  done  upon  them  accordiná 
to  their  faults  ;  and  that  we  íhould  not  take  upon  us 
to  wtthdraw  or  proted  them  from  the  ordinary  courfe 

oí  Jul:lce’  bj  the  nghts  and  privileges  of  that  cha- 
rac^er  his  majefty  had  given  us. 

After  this  we  applied  ourlelves  to  propofe  fome  re* 
ginations  for  the  order  and  quiet  of  fo  numerous  an 
auembly  as  this  was  like  to  prove  (in  a  town  but  too 
línut,  and  compoied  of  narrow  ftreets)  and  to  the  efta- 
bliíhment  of  fome  compafs  of  neutral  country  about 
it,  for  the  convemence  and  divertifement  of  thecom- 
pany  that  íhould  compofe  it.  For  the  firft,  we  "ave  in 
a  paper  to  the  French  and  Dutch  ambafladors,  with 
cettain  arricies,  to  which  we  deflred  their  coníent*  not 
doubtmg,  Dut  alt  others,  that  íhould  come  after 
would  eafily  falí  into  what  they  íhould  previoufly  a^ree 
to  upon  our  delire.  They  were  thefe,  as  we  gave  them 
Jn  tienen,  the  language  uied  in  all  conferences,  and 
gioit  papers,  that  pafted  in  this  treaty. 

*  =*  «k 
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'  •  Mettioirs  frorn 

i »  j 5hte  pour  éviter  les  incon - 
veniens  qui  pourroient  arriver 
par  le  granel  nojnbre  de  trains 
dans  des  rúes ,  qui  font  fi  é  traites , 
&  entre  des  coins  fi  incommodes , 
les  ambafiadeurs  mediateurs  pro - 
pofent ,  de  ne  faire  les  vfites , 
mefme  cellos  de  ceremonie ,  <?//<?- 
chacun  ambafiadeur  deux 
pages  &  quatre  laquais , 
car  ofie ,  ¿z  deux  chevaux  \  &  de 
fialler  d  aucune  place  de  confie - 
rence,  ou  autres  lieux  publics 
avec  plus  d’ un  page  &  deux  la¬ 
quais  a  chaqué  ambajfiadeur . 

2.  Bu  en  cas  de  r encontré  de 
carojfies  dans  les  lieux  trop  efiroits 
pour  le  pafiage  de  V un  &  de 
Vautre ,  chacun ,  au-lieux  de 
s*  embarrajfer  pour  lepas ,  y  ap- 
pertera  toute  fiarte  de  facilité , 

s’ arrefiera  le  premier  quand 
il  fiera  le  premier  averti  que  le 
pajfiage  efi  trop  éfiroit , 
place  en  cas  que  de  fon  cofié  cela 
fie  treuve  le  plus  fiacile . 

;  3.  /¿í  laquais  ne  porte* 

ront  éfipée ,  baton ,  «í  baguetie , 
^>¿?r  n/rr ;  wz  les  pages  plus 
que  de  bagueite  fieulement . 

4.  ambafiadeur s  fiur 

ancun  crime  commis  par  aucun 
de  leurs  domefiiques  eontre  la 
paix  publique ,  remneeront  a  la 
proteihon  des  dits  domefiiques , 
/é\f  remettront  aufiiíofi  entre 
les  mains  de  la  Jufiice  de  la  vil -> 
le9  la  pr  tan  sí ?  autorifians  de  pro* 
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1.  That  for  avoiding  the 
inconveniencies  which  may 
happen  by  the  great  number 
of  trains  in  the  ítreets,  which 
are  fo  narrow,  and  turnings  fo 
incommodious,  the  ambaífa- 
dors  mediators  propofe,  not 
to  make  any  vifits,  even  thofe 
of  ceremony,  with  more  than 
two  pages  and  four  lackeys 
each  ambaílador ;  and  one 
coach  with  two  horfes ;  and 
not  to  go  to  any  place  of  con- 
ferencc,  or  other  public  pla¬ 
ces,  with  more  than  one  page 
and  two  lackeys  to  every;  am- 
baílador. 

2.  Thatwhencoachesmeet 
in  too  narrow  places,  where 
there  is  not  room  tó  país  by 
one  an  other,-  every  one,  in- 
ílead  of  contending  for  pre- 
cedency,  {hall  mind  rather  to 
make  the  paílage  eafy  to  each 
other,  and  ílop  firft  if  he  have 
the  firft  notice  that  the  paílage 
is  too  ftrait,  and  give  place  to 
the  other,  in  cafe  it  be  more 
eafy  on  his  fide. 

3.  That  lackeys  íbalí  not 
wear  a  fword,  ñor  carry  a 
ftaft  or  fticlc  in  the  ftreetsi 
ñor  pages  any  more  than  a 
little  fiick. 

4.  That  the  ambafiadors, 
upon  any  crime  committed 
againít  the  public  peace,  bv 
any  of  their  domeítics,  íhail 
renounce  all  p rotee! ion  oí  thc 
faid  domeítics,  and  del  i  ver 
them  up  into  the  hands  of  the 
magiftrates  of  thc  eity  ;  de- 
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firingand  authorifing  thernto 
procted  againft  them  accord- 
ing  to  their  ordinary  rules. 

5.  That  in  cafe  any  infult 
or  quarrel  be  made  by  the  do- 
meítics  of  one  ambaíTador, 
againít  thofe  of  another  am- 
baíTador  or  public  minifter, 
the  ambafladors  fhall  deliver 
up  fuch  of  their  domeftics  in- 
to  the  hands  of  the  mafter  of 
the  party  offended,  to  be  pu- 
nifhed  at  his  diferetion. 


The  French  ambafladors  received  this  paper  with 
much  approbation  and  compliment  to  us  upon  the 
defign  and  conception  of  it,  and  faid  they  were  ready 
to  give  their  ful]  confent  to  every  part  of  it,  excepting 
only  the  fecond  article;  but  upon  this  they  could  not, 
withoutfiríl  acquainting  their  mafter,  from  whom  they 
had  orders  to  maintain,  upon  all  occafions,  the  rank 
that  Spain  had  yielded  to  them  by  treaty  ;  fo  that  they 
could  not  ftop  or  make  way  for  the  miniíters  of  that 
crown,  though  they  would  do  it  for  thofe  of  Branden- 
burg.^  We  told  them,  we  doubted  not  but  the  Em- 
peror  s  ambafladors  would  be  content  to  fall  into  the 
geneial  rule  for  lo  good  an  end;  and  that  for  ourfelves 
the  mediators  (who  were  out  of  all  competition  by  that 
quality)  yet  we  refolved  to  pra&ife  it  with  the  reft,  and 
give  the  example. 

The  French  ambafladors  feemed  fatisfied,  in  their 
own  opinions  ^  but,  however,  defired  they  might  firíl 
communicate  it  to  their  court.  The  Dutch  ambafla- 
dors  wholly  approved  of  it,  and  refolved  to  conform 
their  praétices  accordingly,  unlefs  they  found  other 
ambafladors  fhould  decline  it.  However,  about  a 
fortnight  after  the  French  ambafladors,  upon  dif- 
patches  from  their  court,  began  to  change  their  lan- 
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ryU3Cre .  and  told  us,  That  for  the  íirft  arricie  mon- 
üeUr  de  Pompone  thought  it  not  neceflary  to  reitrain 
the  numbers  ot  ambaíTadors  trains,  fince  they  were  welí 
provided  againft  diforders  by  the  following  árdeles  : 
that,  beíides,  this  would  in  a  manner  leve!  the  am- 
balladors  of  the  greateft  kings  with  the  minifters  of 
ímaller  princes,  at  leaft  in  the  eyes  of  the  menú  peuple 
[the  vulgar]  who  meafure  the  dignity  of  perfons  by  the 
train  that  attend  theni.  t or  the  íeconci  arricie,  they 
confent  to  it,  with  an  apoftyle  ot  their  own  upon  it, 
providing,  that  it  fhould  not  prejudice  the  nghts  of 
any  princes,  ñor  ever  be  drawn  into  confequence  in 
any  other  place  or  time.  We  tound  by  theíc  anfweis, 
that  the  French  ambaíTadors  had  lefs  vanity  than  their 
court.  and  wondered  to  find  it  lo  avowed,  and  to  de- 
feend  to  circumftances  fo  low  and  lo  inmute  :  tor 


though  vanity  be  a  weaknefs,  or  a  fault,  that  the  few- 
eft  men  are  without  *,  yet  it  is  that,  of  all  others,  that 
the  feweft  will  own  •,  and  few  prívate  men,  though 
perhaps  affeded  with  the  gazes  and  opinión  oí  the  rab¬ 
ile  that  fill  the  ftreets  as  they  país,  will  yet  pretend 
or  confefs  to  coníider  them.  However,  we  thought 
beft  to  let  it  país,  and  the  rather  becaufe  we  knew  k 
was  no  more  the  fenfe  of  the  French  ambafíadors  than 
ours  ;  for  which  they  had  one  more  particular  reafon, 
which  was  the  noife  that  ran  of  the  magniíicent  prepa- 
rations  and  equipage  defigned  by  the  marquis  de  Bal- 
haces  and  count  Antóine  towards  their  appearance  m 
this  congrefs ;  the  firft  whereof  was  one  oí  the  richeíl 
Tubjeds  of  Spain,  heir  and  defeendant  of  the  famous 
Spinola  ;  and  the  other  had  great  revenucs  from  the 
duke  of  Oldenburg  (bemg  his  natural  fon)  and  was 
chofen  by  Denmark  on  purpofe  to  appear  with  luitre 
in  this  embaíTy  :  and  the  French  ambaíTadors  appn> 
hended  either  being  outfhined  by  thefe  at  their  arrival, 
or  being  engaged  in  greater  expences  upon  the  we 

than  they  expeded  from  their  eourt;  which  ufually 
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leaves  thorekinds  offervices  to  future  rewards  by  fu'e- 
eeeding  employments  and  advances,  rather  than  pre- 
fent  fupplies.  When  we  received  this  anfwer  from 
them,  we  only  faid  monfieur  Pompone’s  reafonino- 
from  the  menú,  peuple  [ the  vulgar ]  feemed  a  lirtle  below 
the  greatnefs  of  his  mafter,  or  the  ftyle  of  a  great 
minifter ;  but  that  we  Ihould  acquaint  the  Dutch  am- 
baíladors  with  it,  that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  retraét 
the  confent  they  had  already  given,  fince  they,  the 
French,  feemed  to  have  done  fo  ;  but  that,  for  our- 
felves,  we  would  obferve  at  leaft  the  rules  we  had  pro- 
pofed  to  others,  and  let  them  follow  either  the  rules 
or  examples  as  they  pleafed.  The  French  would  by 
,  no  means  allow  to  have  refufed  them,  and  faid,  they 
had  only  told  us  monfieur  Pompone’s  rcfle&ions  upon 
them  ;  but  that  they  could  not  abfolutely  confent  till 
they  had  concerted  with  their  allies,  the  Swediíh  am- 
baíladors,  whofe  arrival  they  daily  expeíted.  However, 
though  they  were  by  thefe  wholly  approved,  yet  the 
French  ambaííadors,  during  the  aífembly,  made  all 
their  firft  vifits  with  the  three  feveral  ambaííadors 
coaches  and  fix  horfes,  and  the  whole  number  of  their 
train  •,  which  fometimes  reached  further  than  the  fpace 
between  their  houfes  and  of  the  minifters  where  the 
vifit  was  paid.  But  we  continued  to  make  ours  onlv 
with  two  horfes,  and  the  number  of  fervants  we  had 
propofed  •,  and  the  reft  of  the  rules  were  obferved  by 
all  with  fo  good  effecSt,  that,  for  one  whole  year  I  re- 
íided  there  together,  there  never  happened  any  difor- 
der  or  complaint  from  fo  numerous  trains. 

For  the  neutral  country,  we  at  firft  propofed  by  con- 
cert  with  the  French  ambaííadors,  to  extend  it  about 
three  leagues,  fo  as  to  take  in  the  town  of  Cleves  which 
has  been  always  celebrated  for  one  of  the  pleafanteíl 
feats  of  Germany  •,  but,  upon  tranfmitting  this  propofa! 
to  the  French  court,  a  refolution  carne  back  to  their 
ambaííadors,  to  admit  only  two  leagues  from  Nime- 
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euen,  and  thatto  continué  fubjeft  to  contribution,  and 
to  execution  upon  failure  oí  that  being  paid,  as  was 
üfual  to  the  garrifonoí  Maeftricht.  I  his  we  thought 
impracticable  with  the  fafety  oí  the  ambafladors  or 
their  retinues,  that  íhould  malee  ufe  oí  a  neutrality 
fubieft  to  inroads  of  armed  troops,  upon  pretence  oí 
contribution,  and  admitted  oí  many  dilputes.  i  he 
French  ambafladors  liad  orders  from  their  court  to  go 
out  of  town,  upon  any  occahon  of  airing  and  enteitam- 
ment :  the  Dutchdeñred  us  to  let  the  Frenen  knovv, 
the  States  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  their  doing  ít 
fafelv  till  a  neutral  country  were  eftabliíhed,  withouc 
being  Hable  to  contribution.  After  lome  time,  rather 
than  continué  prifoners  to  the  town,  or  venture  the  ín- 
convenience  and  danger  of  parties  ranging  within  the 
bounds  of  a  neutral  country,  a  compais  was  agreed, 
about  two  Engliíli  miles  from  the  town  i  and  marked 
out  with  feveral  great  pofts  ereiíted  to  that  purpoíe, 
within  which  all  perfons  íhould  have  liberty,  and  no 
ioldier  íhould  be  fuffered  to  come  in  upon  any  pre- 


text  whatfoever.  b  c  .  . 

Several  preteníions  v/erc  raifcd  at  the  opcnmgo  t  is 
conorefs  (which  was  reckoned  from  the  time  of  two 
fnediators  arrival  upon  the  place)  about  the  iig  t  o 
feveral  princes  to  fend  ambafladors,  and  many  dik 
putes  arofe  upon  them.  It  had  been  agreed  at  the 
treaty  of  Munfter,  that  every  eleftor  íhould  be  allow- 
ed  to  fend  a  minifter  thither,  with  the  charafter  of 
ambaffador  •,  but,  if  they  fent  more  than  ene  in  corn- 
miflion,  that  the  firft  oniy  Ihould  be  treated  with  Kx- 
cellence,  and  other  ceremonies  of  ambafladors.  Phis 
rule  we  agreed  to  follow  atNimeguen  :  ana  tneelcólor 
of  Brandenburg  fent  two  ambafladors  thither ;  but  we 
treated  the  firft  only  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  and 
left  the  other  to  his  pretences  and  complaints.  The 
French  followed  our  example  ;  and  the  other  ambaf- 
iadors  elidióme  one,  fome  the  other,  according  as  their 
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inteiefts  uigaged  them  to  comply  with  that  cleítor  \n 
this  pretence. 

Upon  admifiion  of  the  ele&ors  to  fend  ambaíTadors 
to  the  congrefs,  the  fatne  pretence  was  foon  after  raif- 
ed  by  the  dukes  oí  Lorrain,  Neuburg,  and  Lunen- 
buig:  much  altercation  was  ufed  upon  this  fubie<ft 
but  the  precedents  aliedged  not  being  found  without 
difputc,  the  thing  lay  quiet,  and  their  envoys  arrived 
after  fome  time  at  Nimeo-uen. 

We  agreed,  neither  to  give  the  firft  vifit,  ñor  the 
hand  in^  our  houfes,  to  any  charadter  under  that  of 
am bailador  ;  ñor  to  other  perfons  of  quality,  that 

were  not  eiJiei  counts  of  tne  empire,  or  general  offi- 
cers  of  armies. 

.  There  was  na  difpiíte  about  the  rank  with  the  rne- 
diatois,  the  T  rendí  having  firft  yielded  it  by  order  of 
their  courty  till  the  Imperialifts  carne,  who  neither 
yielucd  ñor  refufed  it,-  but  ftetned  defirous  to  have 
that  mark  of  diftindion  allowed  between  the  Em- 
peior  s  ambaíTadors  and  thofe  or  all  other  crovvned 
heads.  We  held  on  our  pretence  of  it  from  thefe,  as 
vvell  as  the  reit  ^  but  kept  it  from  coming  to  any  deci- 
ífon  tul  the  very  figning  of  the  treaty ;  findmg  the 
Emperor  not  inclined  to  yield  it,  andknowing,  that,  if 
it  were  refufed  there,  the  admiffion  granted  by  the  reft 
might  come  to  be  retra&ed  upon  that  example. 

i  ne  othei  ambaíTadors  were  left  to  their  ufual  pre- 
gn^es  j  tiio  Prench,  that  allfhould  yieid  to  them  5  and 
me  reft,  of  none  yielding  to  one  another;  in  vvhich 
the  Swedes  carried  the  point,  eyen  with  their  allies 
tne  Frenen,  as  nicely  and  poíitively  as  any  others. 

I  he  Swedes  arrived  about  tne  mrddle  of  Au^uft, 
fent  firft  to  us,  and  tbentothe  Frenen,  to  notify  their 
arrival.  í  his  happened  late  in  the  evening  -r  fo  we 
deferred  our  compliments  and  delires  of  a.n°hour  till 
next  moming.  T.  he  r  rench  made  theirs  the  i  ame  night 
to  man  fie  ur  Oxenftiern>  the  firft  in  commiffion,  vvho 
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<vave  them  an  hour  the  next  morning;  and  to  our  fe- 
cretaries,  who  carne  to  them  about  that  time,  they 
o-ave  an  hour  in  the  afternoon.  The  vifits  were  made 
accordingly  •,  but,  upoil  our  infifting  that  the  firít  vi- 
íitought  to  be  returned  to  the  mediators,  íromwhom- 
foever  the  firít  fhould  be  received  •,  the  Swedifh  am- 
baffadors,  after  fome  time  to  confider  ir,  determined 
the  point^  and  made  us  the  firít  viíit,  though  the 
French  liad  firít  made  it  to  them.  And  this  vvas  ob- 
ferved  by  the  ambafladors  that  afterwards  arrived,  du- 
ring  my  refidence  there. 

f  remember  no  other  points  of  the  ceremonial,  that 
feemed  to  have  been  eftablifhed  by  the  courie  of  this 
aflembly,  unleís  it  was  one  particular  to  ourfelves,  who 
declared  that  vve  would  diñe  with  no  ambaflador  til) 
the  peace  was  concluded,  being  defirous  to  avoid  the 
troubles  and  engagements  of  perpetual  invitations,  as 
well  as  the  unkindnefs  of  excufes  at  one  time,  or  to 
fome  perfon  more  than  another  •,  but  our  own  tablea 
were  open.¡  each  of  us  three  day.s  in  the  week,  two 
poft-days  being  referved  to  ourfelves  íor  bufinels,  and 
one  for  diverfion  or  exercife  abroad  ;  and  feveral  of  the 
ambafladors,  efpecially  the  French,  carne  to  our  tables, 
notwithílanding  this  refolution,  which  they  feemed  to 
take  a  little  to  heart.  But,  to  make  amenas,  we  di- 
vided  the  niohts  by  turns,  Where  there  were  anv 
ladies  in  the  ambafladors  houfes,  and  where  the 
eveningswere  fpent  in  dancing  or  play,  orcarelefs  and 
eafy  fuppersor  collations  in  thefe  entertainments,  as 
i  feldom  failed  of  making  a  part,  and  my  collegue  ne- 
ver  liad  any,  fo  it  gave  occafion  for  a  gooc]  faying  that 
pafled  opon  it,  £)¿ie  la  mediation  cftcit  tousjonrs  en  pied 
fcur  fairefa  funñion ,  [That  the  mediation  was  always 
in  a  pofture  to  go  on  with  its  bufinefs  ;]  for  I  ufed  to 
go  to  bed,  and  rife  late  •,  wrhiie  my  collegue  was  a-bed 
by  eight,  and  up  by  four  :  and  to  fay  truth,  two  more 
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different  ir, en  were  never  joined  in  one  commiífion* 
ñor  agreed  better  m  it, 

sfr Jr°í. bufinefs’  í.h"e  was  very  little  for  rriany  months 
f  the_congrers  began,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Impe¬ 
rial  nnmíters  ;  only  the  French  ambafiadors,  ibón  af- 
ter  my  cormng,  demanding  an  audience,  carne  to  malee 
us  the  offerol  ex h  1  b  1 1 1  rig  t h e i r plein-pcuvoirs  ffull  pow- 
ers]  hito  our  hands,  not  doubtlng,  as  they  laid,  of  the 
Dutch  being  ready  to  do  the  fame.  But,  upon  ourac- 
quainting  the  Dutch  ambafiadors  with  this  overture 
they  told  us,  that  ¡t  was  in  the  choice  of  the  French  am¬ 
bafiadors  to  do  it  when  they  pleafed  ;  but  they  did  not 
concave  the  haftening  of  it  would  gain  any  time, 
lince  they  hacl  no  orders  to  make  that  pace  without  a 
previous  concert  with  their  allies  ;  and  confequentlv, 
though  the  French  íhould  do  it,  yet  they  would,  a t 
prelent,  neitner  exhibir  their  ovvn,  ñor  make  ariy  re- 
flections  (as  might  be  neceílary)  upon  thofe  of  the 
I  rench.  From  mis  anfwer,  the  French  took  occafiorr 
to  prefs  the  Dutch  extrefnely  upon  making  inftances 
to  all  their  allies  to  hallen  to  the  treaty,  or  elfe  to  de¬ 
cíale  that. they  would  enter  into  affairs  without  them  ; 
and  not  without  fbme  intimation  of  their  mafter’s  beina’ 
refolved  to  recall  them,  in  cafe  this  was  refufed,  o? 
much  longer  delayed.  The  Dutch  excufed  the  retard- 
ments  giyen  to  the  treaty  fo  long,  by  the  many  diffi- 
cu  mes  raifed  by  the  French  court  upon  occafion  of  the 
paílpoi  ts,  which  were  not  yet  difpatched  to  fome  of 
t  ien  new  allies  ;  but,  however,  promifed  to  acquaint 
the  States  with  tnele  inrílances,  and  endeavour  to  dif- 
pofe  tncm  to  fixTome  time,  by  which  they  would  or- 
der  their  ambafiadors  to  enter  into  matter,  unlefs  the 
muiifters  Oí  ine  allies  were  arnved  at  N  imeguen. 

In  thefe,  and  feveral  other  points,  intercedino-  be- 
tween  the  French  and  Dutch  ambafiadors,  we  carried 
^  .  píopoials  and  aniwers  from  one  to  the  other,  at 
their  houíes  by  word  or  motitii  ■  which  continued  till 
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the  afíembly  was  completed,  and  a  place  of  confe - 
rence,  with  much  difficulty,  agreed  at  the  ftadthoufe 
of  Nimeguen  ;  where,  after  many  difficulties  betweea 
the  two  confederacies,  and  many  more  between  the 
parties  that  compofed  each  of  them,  two  chambers 
were  at  length  agreed  for  the  parties,  and  one  for  the 
mediators,  by  which  our  pains  were  IcíTened,  bu t  with- 
out  other  advantage  ;  ñor  was  there  any  point  that 
gave  us  more  trouble  than  the  adjuíting  this  among 
the  parties :  for  the  French  were,  from  the  very  firft, 
moftdeclaredly  averíe  from  treating,  eitherby  writings, 
or  from  agreeing  to  a  place  of  publick  conference  *, 
conceiving  this  would  tend  to  keep  the  body  of  the 
confederaey  united  in  the  treaty,  as  well  as  the  war ; 
whereas  their  defign  was  to  break  that  unión  here, 
which  they  could  not  in  the  field,  and  find  fome  way 
or  other  of  entering  into  feparate  meafures  for  a  peace 
with  fome  of  the  parties  engaged.  In  the  mean  time 
the  allies  found,  or  took,  as  many  occafions  as  they 
could,  of  dclaying  the  difpatch  of  their  mimfíers  to 
the  congrefs,  while  they  liad  hopes  of  hindering  the 
Dutch  from  proceeding  without  them  ;  and  that  they 
believed  might  be  done  till  this  campaign  íhould  end  ; 
from  the  events  whereof  the  feveral  princes  might  the 
better  take  their  meafures  for  the  conditions  of  a  peace 
that  íhould  be  propofed  or  inufled  on  in  this  treaty. 
And  this  difpofition  of  theirs  wasfo  well  purfued,  that 
no  other  ambafiadors  arrived  at  Nimeguen  till  No- 
vember  ^  though  we  and  the  French,  and  the  Dutch, 
had  been  fo  long  upon  the  place,  and  the  Swedes  foon 
$fter  us. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fuccefies  of  the  campaign,  that 
were  expeóled  abfolutely  to  govern  the  motions  of  the 
treaty,  were  various  as  to  the  grofs  of  the  war,  but 
ran  as  high  to  the  advantage  of  the  French,  as  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Swedifh  affairs,  By  forcé  of  great 
treafures,  and  great  order  in  difpoíing  them,  the 

Aa  j  f’rench 


¿rfjFal 


* 


358 


Memoirs from  1672  to  1679, 

x  1  ench  rnagazines  wcrc  always  fillcd  in  the  winter  ío 
asjoenablc  them  to  take  the  field  as  they  pleaíed  in 
the  ipring,  without  fearing  the  weather  for  their  foo t, 
or  expeéling  grafs  for  their  horfe.  On  the  other  fide] 
tl)e  Spaniards  want  of  money  and  order,  ieft  their 
troops  in  Flanders,  neither  capable  to  ad  by  them- 
fe j ves,  iipon  any  íudden  attempt,  ñor  to  fupply  with 
pi  o/iíions  in  their  march  either  Dutch  or  Germán 3  that 
come  to  their  relier.  Their  towns  vvere  iii  for- 
tified,  and  worfe  defended  5  fo  that  the  king  of  France, 
maidiing  in  the  head  of  a  brave  and  numerous  army, 
took  Conde  in  four  days,  in  the  month  of  April,  this 
I{T6,  bciore  any  oí  the  coníederates  vvere  in  the 
fivxu  ;  ana  in  May  ient  the  duke  ofQrleans  to  beíiecre 
Bouchain,  with  fome  part  of  hís  troops,  being  a  fmaTl, 
though  itrong  place,  and  very  coníiderable  ror  its  fi- 
tuation  to  the  defence  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands.  The 
king,  with  the  ftrength  of  hjs  army,  pofted  himfelf 
ío  advantageoufly,  as  to  hinder  the  prince  of  Orange 
írom  being  able  to  relieve  it,  or  to  fight  without  dil- 
advantage. 

The  P™ce  ftruggléd  through  all  the  difficuíties 
froni  the  lealon,  or  want  oí  provifions  and  magazines 
in  Flanders,  and  marched  with  his  army  in  fight  of  the 
Frenen  king  by  the  mídale  oí  May,  The  armies  con¬ 
tinuad  ÍohíC  days  facing  oneanother,  and  íeveral  times 
drawing  out  in  order  to  a  battle,  which  neither  of  them 
t hongo t  fit  10  begin  ;  vvhether  not  willing  to  hazard, 
without  neceílity  or  advantage,  fo  deciíive  an  aflion 
as  this  was  like  to  prove  ;  or  vvhether  the  French  con¬ 
ten  ted  thernfelves  tocarry  their  point  by  hindering 
the  íeliei  oí  Lou  chain,  which  inuft  fall  withput  it  ¿ 
while  the  prince  of  Orange  was  withheld  by  the  Spa- 
maius  üorn  purfuing  his,  which  was  to  give  a  battle 
that  the  Spaniards  knew  could  not  be  loíl  without  the 
^  flan  deis.  Fue  armies  continued  facing  fono 

¿moiher  tilláoucham  was  barren  dered  theeighth  day  of 
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rile  fierre.  The  prince  returned  to  refreíh  his  army, 
harrafied  with  ib  hafcy  a  march  upon  lo  íudden  pre- 
parations  ;  and  the  king  of  France  returned  homc, 
leavino- his  army  under  the  marfhal  de  ochombeig,  o 
attendTthe  motions  of  the  enemies.  The  pnncc  fell 
into  concert  with  the  Spamards  and  Germán  pnnccs 
near  the  lower  Rhine  íor  the  fiege  of  Maelcricht  ■, 
which,  thongh  the  ftrongeítoí  theDutch  irontiers  when 
it  was  taken,  had  been  yet  fortihed  oy  the  Frenen 
fince  they  poífefíld  it,  with  all  the  advantages  of  art 
and  expence,  and  with  a  garnlon  ofeig.it  thoufand 
chofen  men,  under  Calvo,  a  refolute  Cataionian,  wno 
commanded  there  under  the  marfhal  D  RÍlrades  go- 
vernor  of  the  place,  but  then  at  Nimegu-m.  ^ 

About  the  end  of  July  the  trenches  vvere  openca  oy 
the  prince,  and  the  fiege  carried  on  with  fuchbravery. 
Ib  many  and  defperate  aíTaults,  for  about  three  vveeks  ; 
that  as  wa^ers  were  continually  offered,  with  odas,  at 
Nimeguen,  that  it  would  be  taken  within  fuch  orfuch 
a  times  fo  we  did  not  obferve  the  marfhal  D’Eftrades 
was  wiiling  to  take  them,  or  feemed  at  all  confident  it 
would  be  fo  well  defended.  í  he  prince,  and  the  Khin- 
c-rave  (who  was  defigned  for  governor  of  the  town,  as 
his  father  had  been)  vvere  everin  the  head  of  the  attacks ; 
and  made  great  ule,  as  well  as  proof,  of  tire  oeípeiate 
courage  of  theEngliíh  troops,  upon  all  thofe  occafions: 
Many  of  the  outworks  were  taken,  withgieat  íl^ug 
ter  on  both  lides*,  but  were  íupplied  by  new  ietr^ru.h- 
ments,  and  by  all  the  art  and  induftry  of  a  refolute 
captain,  and  brave  loldiers  withm.  About  the  niid^ 
dle  of  Auguft,  the  prince,  expofmg  himfelf  upon  alí 
occafions,  received  amuíket  íhot  in  his  arm  *,  at  'which 
perceiving  thefe  about  him  were  daunted,  he  ímnied!- 
atelv  pulled  off  his  hat  with  the  arm  that  was  huí  r, 
and  waved  it  about  his  head,  to  (liew  the  wound  was 
but  in  the  flefh,  and  the  bone  fafe  *,  at  which  they  all 
revived,  and  the  prince  went  on  without  interruptio n 
’  '  '  '  ’  '  A  a  4;  m 
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111  all  the  paces  of  the  ííege.  Eut  a  cruel  ficknefs  fall- 
íng  mto  ms  army,  weakened  it  more  than  all  the  al- 
fau.ts  they  had  given  the  town.  The  Germans  carne 
not  up  wuh  the  íupphes  they  had  promiíed,  and  upon 
wmch  aíiu  ranee  the  ííege  was  undertaken  ;  and  the 
Khingrave,  who,  next  the  prince,  was  the  fpring  of 
this  adion,  happenmg  to  be  wounded  foon  after  was 
íorccd  to  leave  the  camp  for  a  caftle  in  the  neiehbour- 

hood,  where  he  died:  by  all  which  the  army  o-rew  dif- 

heartened  and  the  fiege  faint.  In  the  me°an  time, 
monlieur  de  Schomberg,  who  trufted  to  a  viaorous  de- 
rence  at  Maeftricht,  had  befieged  and  taken  Aire-,  and 
aiter  the  pnnce’s  army  was  weakened  by  the  accidents 
cr  the  iicge,  marched  with  all  the  French  forces  thro’ 

the  heart  of  the  Spaniíh  Low-Countries,  to  the  relief 

of  Maeftricht ;  upon  whoíe  approach,  and  the  reiolu- 
nons  of  a  councií  of  war  in  the  prince’s  camp,  the  fie^e 
was  raifed,  and  with  it  the  campaign  ended  in  the 
Dutch  or  Spaniíla  provinces.  And  from  this  time  the 
prince  of  Grange  began  to  defpair  cf  any  fuccefs  in 
the  war,  after  íuch  triáis  and  experience  of  fuch  weak- 
nefs  in  the  Spaniíla  forces  and  condud,  and  uncertain- 
ty  in  the  Germán  counfels  or  refolutions. 

However,  tne  Imperial  army  took  Philipfouro-  in 
tne  end  of  September  this  year  1 676;  which  was  y?eld- 
ed  for  want  of  provifions,  and  as  much  againft  com- 

mon  opinión  and  expeftation,  as  the  contrary  event  in 
the  fiege  of  Maeftricht.  , 

The  affitiis  of  Jdenmark  and  Branoenburo*  proípered 
all  this  while  againft  Sweden,  with  advantage  in  moft 
of  the  fieges  and  encounters  that  paíTed  this  furnmer, 
and  the  firft  part  of  the  winter  foílowmg,  ío  that  the 
Swedes  feemed  to  be  lofing  apace  all  they  had  fo  lona- 
poíTeíTed  in  Germany  :  But  the  Imperial  forces,  thoimh 
joined  by  thofe  of  the  feveral  princes  upon  the  upper 
Khine,  had  made  no  progreis  in  their  deíigneci  con- 
queí'ts  there,  and  were  forced  to  feek  their  oíd  quar- 

ters 
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ters  on  theGerman  fide  of  theRhineupon  the  approach 
of  the  French,  which  was  a  true  and  undiiputed  de- 

cifion  of  the  finall  fuccefs  of  this  campaigm 

After  it  was  ended,  the  pames  engaged  m  the  war 
beo-an  to  turn  their  thoughts,  or  at  leaít  their  eyes, 
more  towards  the  motions  of  the  treaty  than  they  liad 
hitherto  done.  The  prince  of  Orange  wnt  to  me,  de- 
fired  to  fee  meforadayor  twoatSoeidycknearAmetl- 
fort,  about  a  day’s  journey  from  Nimeguen.  He  com- 
plained  much,  and  with  too  much  realon,  of  the  con- 
duft  of  his  allies  •,  the  weaknefs,  or  rather  uíeleiineis, 
of  the  Spaniíh  troops  in  Flanders,  for  want  of  pay  or 
order ;  the  Imperial  armies  atfting  without  defign  upon 
.the  Rhine,  or  with  dependence  upon  orders  from  Vi- 
enna,  where  the  emulation  of  the  minifters  made  luch 
diftra&ion,  and  counter- paces  of  their  Generáis,  that 
the  campaign  had  pafied  with  fmall  effedf,  after  the 
promifes  of  vigoroufly  invading  either  Lorram  or 
France  :  how  the  dukes  of  Lunenburg  had  failed  of 
fendino-  their  troops  to  Maeftricht ;  which,  with  ^he 
ficknefs  of  the  camp,  had  rendered  that  fiege  ineffec-^ 
tual  :  fo  that  he  began  to  defpair  of  any  good  iíTue  01 
the  war  ;  and  would  be  glad  to  hear  I  hoped  for  a  bet- 
ter  of  the  peace,  upon  our  fcene  at  Nimeguen,  after 
the  paces  and  progrefs  whereof  he  madc  paiticular  en¬ 
quiñes.  1  told  him  how  littlt  advances  had  been  hither¬ 
to  made,  by  the  flownefs  of  his  allies  difpatching  the.r 
minifters  thither  ;  how  little  fuccels  could  be  expec^d 
from  the  pretenfions  of  the  parties  when  they  íhould 
meet ;  efpecially  France  pretending  to  keep  all  they 
had  got  by  the  war,  and  Spain  to  recover  all  tney  hac 
loft  -how  his  majefty  feemed  of  the  mind  to  concern 
himfelf  no  further  than  the  paces  of  a  mediatoi,  our 
orders  being  only  to  convey  the  mind  or  propolals  of 
the  parties  from  one  to  another,  and  even  to  avoid 
the  offers  of  any  references  upon  them  to  his  majefty  s 
determjnations ib  that  my  opinión  was,  that  it  muft 
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I  ilínoÜ  irl0n£  í  in  muft  make  the  Peacc>  and  that 
1  iuppoíed  it  would  ao  at  one  time  or  other  bv  the 

weaknefs  or  weannefs  of  one  of  the  parties.  ’  7 

ine  prince  feemed  of  my  mind,  and  faid  the 

VWar  To  dep£nd  UP°n  the  c°ndu¿t  at 
—j, id  and  v  ¡cnna  bezote  next  campaign :  for  with 

out  iome  great  fucceffes,  he  did  not  belfeve  the  States 

would  be  ¡n..uced  to  continué  it  ionoer  I  to’d  the 

dlfcourfes  monfeurOolberchad  enteca!  “d 
,  ,  fe1  uPon  my  arrival  at  Nimeguen,  in  which  his 

hignneis  was  chiefly  concerned.  Upon  which  he  re- 

'  anotherC  U!7,  1  -h'ad  hea'r  enouSh  of  the  fame  kind 
another  way,  which  monfieur  D’Eftrades  had  found 

out  to  PcnfionerFagel;  but  that  they  knewhim Se 

tnat  made  him  fuch  overtures;  and,  for  his  own  in- 

t^reus  or  advantages,  let  them  find  a  way  of  íavin-  his 

honour,  by  íatisfying  Spain,  and  nothing  of  his  con- 

cerns  fnould  retard  the  peace  an  hour. 

Aro"  . . -  - 
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,  .  -ny  return  to  Nimeguen,  I  found  the  French 
making  ad  tne  ad vanees  they  could  towards  the  pro- 
greís  of  the  treaty  ;  and  they  were  (no  doubt)  in 
earneu^  bemg  m  a  pofture  to  infift  upon  their  pre- 
knc  poneíTions,  and  having  made  a  great  hand  of  this 
Jad  campaign,  they  were  willing,  like  gameílers  that 
nave  wen  muen,  to  giveover,  unlefs  obíigcd  to  olay 
on  y  tiiok  that  nad  loíl.  1  he  Swedes  were  more  in 
haíce  and  in  earneft  for  the  peace  than  any,  hoping  no 
reiource  for  their  iofibs  in  Germany  by  the  war.  The 
iluten  were  grown  impatient  for  the  peace,  findino 
I‘ ranee  would  make  no  difiiculty  ofany  thing  between 
tnem,  ofFering  privately  by  their emiflaries,  efpecialiy 
dL  Atnuerdam,  íuena  reglement  of  commerce  as  they 
coukí  delire,  the  reítitution  of  Maeftricht,  and  ofaíl 
fatisfadhon  the  prince  of  Orange  could  pretend  upon 
his  loíies,  or  their  íeizures  in  the  war.  But  Denmark 
and  Brandenburg  were-as  violentaga3n.fi  the  peace,  hav- 
■'“§  k' ailovvccí  up  in  their  hopes  all  that  Sweden  had 

"  "y  t 
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ooflefled  in  Germany:  and  though  theEmpvror  fcem- 
cd  to  pretend  lítele  after  the  taldng  of  Philipíburg,  be- 
lides  the  reftitution  of  Lorrain,  and  the  towrio  of  A  - 
face,  to  the  pofture  they  were  left  in  by  the  Ivlunher 
treatv  •  vet  they  were  ib  faft  linked,  both  with  their 
Germán  allies  and  with  Spain,  that  they  refolved  to 
mate  no  paces  in  the  treaty  but  by  common  concert : 
and  Spain,  though  fenfible  of  the  condición  their  aüairs 
in  Flanders  were  in,  as  well  as  m  Sicily,  yet  upon  a 
defio-n  then  hatching  at  Madrid,  for  remo  val  o;  the 
aueen  regent  and  her  miniftry,  to  introduce  Don  Jo.. a 
to  head  theaffairs  of  their  government,  had  concetvcd 
great  hopes  to  recover  thofe  defperate_  infirmities  that 
their  invetérate  diforders  both  in  couniels  and  com.uct, 
efpecially  in  finances,  had  for  fo  long  time  occafion- 
ed.  Beftdes,  they  had  confidences  (lili  given  thern  frorn 
their  Minifters  inEngland,  that  his  majefty  woüld  not, 
after  all,  be  contented  to  fee  Flanders  loft,  or  wouid 
be  forced  into  the  war  by  the  humour  of  his  parlta- 
ment.  For  thefe  reafons  the  allies  feemed  to  make  no 
hafte  at  all  to  the  congrefs,  and  fome  of  them  haraty 
to  look  that  way ;  and  none  of  the  parnés  were  yet 
arrived,  beíides  the  French,  the  S vienes,  and  tne 
Dutch  :  But,  aboutthe  end  ofSeptember,  the  French 
ambafladors  gaveus  notice,  that  their  mafter,  having 
made  fo  many  advances  towards  peace,  and  being  ib 
i¡}  feconded  by  the  proceeclings  of  the  confedeiates, 
and  their  ílownefs  in  coming  to  the  treaty,  was  refolved 
to  recall  his  ambafladors,  unlefs  thofe  of  the  chiei 
confederares  íhould  repair  to  Nimeguen  within  the 

ínace  of  ene  month.  t  ^ 

This  we  communicated  to  the  Dutch  ambafíaaors 
and  they  to  the  States;  who,  after  fome  confei  enees 
with  the  minifters  of  their  allies,  carne  to  a  refolution, 
that  they  wouid  enter  upon  the  treaty  the  miel  ves,  if 
the  minifters  of  their  confedérales  íhould  not  repair 

to  Nimeguen  by  the  firft  of  November-,  wnich  was 
■  *  afterwards. 


ff) 

ó 
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OH  tt*d¡ dedared  “  <*  «ant 
was  hcld.  &  f  he  place  where  the  congrefs 

1  lie  noife  of  this  refolution  of  the  States  ^ 
among  their  allies,  than  thedanger-  fince  there  0re’ 
ways  enough  to  raife  difficulties/W  fpin  out  dm '1? 
tet  the  ambaíTadors  íhould  arrive,  as  wel]  as  before 
but  yet  it  had  fo  much  effeét,  that  the  feveral  confedV 
rates  did  upon  it  begin  to  hallen  away  one  o r  other  of 
their  intenaed  ambaíTadors  towards  Nimeguen  ía 
count  Ainlkifiiom  V,enna,  Don  Pedro  Rcnqtnllo  from 
¿mg  and;  vvncre  he  then  refided  as  Spaniíh  «voy)  but 

their  PnnCIpaI17  intruíled’  or  «  the  head  of 

,  mbaíTies  ;  ñor  with  powers  to  proceed  further 

toan  prehminanes;  and  fromDenmark  monfíeurHeuo- 

without  any  nevvs  oí  count  Antoine’s  preparation  wh°o 

of th-bKacf GCf  -f  th3C  embaíI>'  ’  a^  more  than 
1  ■  r~a"‘c  ,p  r  Gurclí’  or  tnarquis  de  Balbaces 
chieiek  oí  thofe  defigned  from  the  Emperor  and  SpaiT 

thei  Um1e’thc,  Dl.ltch  be§an  to  lay  load  upo n 

CU  a.L.s,  for  their  backwardnefs,  fo  declared  in 

ma.ang  any  paces  towards  the  treaty  j  to  cavil  upon 

the  obugations  they  v/ere  under  offo  many  great  iub- 

idies  to  iO  many  princes  their  alües,  for  carryincr  on 

vvai  which  the  allies  purfued  for  their  own  feofrate 

fTÍl'1  foi-  °r  ambltl( °n>  tbough  en  tened  into  perhaps  at 
fru  for  defence  ofHolland,  with  whofe  fafety  theirs 

át^he  HrPllCatCdi  vHerei,p0n  thdr  minifleiÍ  both 

nnH,  m  SUC  i3""  NlWcn*  tQok  thc  Liberty  to  fay 
publickiy,  and  upon  levera!  occafions,  and  in  feveral 

compames,  t.iat  their  mafters  would  pay  no  lubfidies 

"iei!;  aJi!CS  ^  tiext  campaign,  unlefs,  in  the  mean 

yme,  tney  would,  by  their  fair  and  fincere  proceedina* 

un  the  treaty,  put  the  French  in  the  wrong,  as  their 
expvdTion  was. 

_  Ihe  Swedes  had,  as  well  as  the  French,  cfrered  to 
qeuvtr  us  t..eir  powers  $  but  this  was  deferred  by  the 

J 

Putch 
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putch  to  the  arrival  of  their  allies,  till  after  the  firft 
óf  November  was  elapfed.  The  French  began  to  preís 
them  upon  it,  in  confequence  of  the  States  refolution-, 
and,  after  fome  little  demurs,  the  Dutch  ambaífadors 
áoreed  to  deliver  theirs.  So  by  concert,  not  without 
dTfficulty,  we  agreed,  that  on  the  21ÍI  of  November 
the  feveral  powers  íhoüld  be  brought  to  us  the  mcdi- 
ators,  by  the  fevetal  ambaífadors,  at  fuch  hours  as  they 
fhould  feveraíly  take  from  us  *,  íhould  be  depofited 
in  our  hands  ;  and  that  we  íhoüld  afterwards  com- 
municate  the  origináis  mütually  to  the  feveral  ambaf- 
fadots  at  their  houfes,  and  leave  copies  with  them,  at- 

tefted  by  us  the  mediators, 

Thi's  was  done  accofdingly  *,  and,  the  morning  af¬ 
ter,  the  Dutch  ambaífadors  brought  us  an  account  of 
feveral  exceptions  they  were  loiceci  to  malee  againíf 
feveral  expreíuons  in  the  French  anci  Swediíh  prefaces 
to  their  powers  *,  which  they  faid  were  fitter  for  mani- 
feftoes  than  for  powers  of  a  treaty,  efpecially  thofe  Oí 
juftifyingthe  war  and  maintaining  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phalia.  But  the  greateft  ftrefs  they  laid  was  upon  a 
clan  fe  in  the  French  powers,  mentioning  the  Pope  s 
mediation  which  they  faid  their  mafters  could  never 
confent  to  now,  no  more  than  they  had  at  Munfter, 
To  fay  truth,  though  the  gaining  of  time  for  the  allies 
coming  might  have  fome  part  in  tnefe  exceptions  of 
the  Dutch,  yet  they  were  framed  with  great  art  *,  and 
íhewed  the  great  quicknefs  and  fharpnefs  of  monfieur 
Van  Beverning’s  apprehenfion,  as  well  as  his  fkiií  and 
experience  in  thefe  kind  of  aílairs  ^  being,  I  thin¿^, 
without  difpüte,  the  moft  pradtifed  and  the  ableft  am- 
baífador,  of  any  I  have  ever  met  in  the  courle  Oj.  my 


employments. 

The  Dutch  exceptions  were  returned,  by  othersfrom 
the  French  and  Swedes,  againít  their  powers-,  but  with 
offer  from  both  of  entering  into  the  treaty,  while  thefe 

matters  íhould  be  adiuíting.  The  Dutch  accepted  ir, 

provi  ’  m 
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provKicd  the  French  would  oblige  themfeives  to  nro- 
cu,-e  nevv  powers,  free  from  theexceptions  raid  aXfií 

tS'Si  -t H UChf  rfced  “  ™*<8££ 

•  r  ln  defmng  us  the  mediators,  to  draw 

•JP  a  mrrn  o,  powers  to  be  ufed  by  al]  the  parties  :  we 

‘  l’  aild  ^  vvas  approved  by  them  all  •  vvith  fome  re 
ierve  only  from  the  French,  whether  it  would  be  fit  to 
mer.tson  any  mediation  fince  that  of  the  Pope’s  was 
J  °uy!  and  lomc  llttle  tentatives  «pon  us,  whether 

we  wotúd  be  content  t°  Jeave  °ut  all  mention  ofhis  ma- 

smediatson,  as  we  11  as  that  of  the  pope’s  ?  This  we 
excufed  ouríelves  from  doing,  the  wholeframe  of  the 

«•  •*¥  ««iw- 


n  °  Alcl^.1JUL.  ULLn  >  &ut  on  the  contrarv,  the  ve- 
ry  mentron  oí  it  in  the  powers,  declaredagainft  by  fe- 

vc  .11  ot  them.  And,  by  orders  we  received  from  court 

upon  occafion  of  this  difpute,  we  declared  to  all  the 
parné-  u - -.n  ,  .  UiC 


el  í 


*  .  7  v^u.  L \J  di.!  L 1 1 

,  tnat  though  his  majefty  pretended  not  to  exelude 
ny  other  mediation  that  the  parties  íliould  think  fit  to 

V‘f  \  yst  could  not  in  any  wife  adjointly  with  that 
01  the  P°Pe  i  ñor  fuffer  his  minifters  to  enter  into  any 
commerce,  euner  oí  vifits  or  conferences,  with  any  of 
h¡s  that  might  be  employed  at  Nimeguen. 

In  November  arrived  monfieur  Heug,  one  of  the 
.wanun  amomadors  j  monfieur  Somnitz  and  Blafpyj 
tne  two  Brandenburg  ambaffadors;  lord  Berkley  from 

\ansc '  foon  after,  Don  Pedro  Ronquillo,  one  of 
the  Spamíh  ambaffadors ;  but  the  laft  continued  in¬ 
cógnito  tiil  the  arrival  of  count  Kinfki,  who,  whether 
he  had  taken  the  gout,  or  the  gout  liad  taken  him 

continued  upon  that  pretence  at  Cologne  tijl  the  new 
y eár  was  begun. 

./iiC  opaniih  ambaflaaor  coming  upon  vifits  to  mv 
wi.e,  and  meeting  me  there,  found  that  way  of  en- 
termg  into  the  prefent  bufinefs  of  the  feene,  'as  much 
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á3  if  he  had  been  declared  upon  it.  He  agreed  with 
tbe  French  in  this  one  point,  of  defiring  either  the 
pope’s  mediation  might  be  mentioned  in  theirpowers, 
or  that  his  majefty,  in  confideration  of  the  peace, 
would  fuffer  the  tnention  Oí  his  to  be  left  out .  but 
the  Dañe,  on  the  other  fide,  agreed  with  the  Dutch, 
in  refu  fin  g  to  admit  any  power  with  mcntion  Oí  the 
pope’s  mediation.  There  arofe  likewife  another  diffi- 
cultv,  from  a  feeming  expedient  propofed  by  the  Dutch, 
of  having  from  each  party  feveial  powers  granted  for 
treating  “with  the  feveral  parties  they  were  in  war 
with  ;  which  the  French  refufed,  or  to  grant  other 
powers  than  for  the  Dutch  and  then  cines .  anci  in  thefe 
difputes  or  difficulties  the  year  1676  ended. 

í  enter  not  at  all  mto  the  detaifi  or  fo  much  es 
mention,  ofthemany  meidents  thatfell  into  the  ccuríe 
of  this  treaty  upon  punflilio’s  of  vifits  or  ceremonials  y 
becaufe  they  feem  to  me  but  fó  roany  impeitincncics 
that  are  grown  this  lafc  age  into  the  charaíter  oí  am- 
bafíadors  having  been.  raiied  and  cultivated  by  meo, 
who,  wanting  other  taients  to  valué  themfelves  in 
thofe  employmenís,  endeavour  to  do  it  by  exadtnefs 
or  niceties  in  the  forms  •,  and  befídes,  they  nave  been 
taken  notice  of  by  difeourfes  concerning  this  treatv, 
and  at  one  timeor  other  na  ay  beexadlly  knov/n  by  tire 
original  papers  oí  our  embafiy,  which  are  in  two  01 
three  feveral  hands  :  whereas  1  intend  chiefiy  to  de¬ 
clare  the  courfe  of  this  great  affair,  by  the  more  ma¬ 
terial  circumftances,  and  from  the  true  fprings  of  thofe 
events  that  fucceeded,  rather  than  trouble  myfelf  with 
the  forms  that  fe r ved  to  amuíe  fo  long  this  afíembiy 
at  Nimeguen. 

i  íliali  only  make  two  obfervations  upon  the  ceremo¬ 
nial  *?  the  firftis  upon  the  Krnpcror’s  conduct  tovvards 
the  Brandenburg  ambafiadors  *,  allowing  his  minifters 
to  treat  them  both  like  ambafiadors  of  crovvned  heads, 
though  vve  oave  it  only  to  the  fir.fi:  oí  the  embafiy  up- 
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on  the  precedent  of  the  Munfter  treaty,  and  were  fot- 
íowed  ín  ít  by  theFrench  and  Swedesin  the  whole  courfe 
Ot  this  tieaty  at  Nimeguen.  This  pace  of  the  Emper-* 
or  feemed  not  fo  much  grounded,  as  fome  thouo-hr, 
opon  his  compliance  with  fo  confiderable  an  ally^  as 
15 Pon  a  defign  to  affift  another  pretenfion  of  his  own, 
which  is,  not  only  a  diíference  of  place,  but  alfo  of 
rank  from  all  other.  crowned  heads  of  Chriítendom  : 
tv  lie  re  as  theother  kings,  though.they  yield  him  the 
place,  yet  they  do  not  allow  him  a  difference  of  rank. 
But  if  the  Emperor  could  by  his  example  prevail  with 
o.her  kings  to  treat  the  eleéíors  3ike  crowned  heads, 
it  would  fortify  the  pretenfions  of  the  Emperor  to  a 
difference  of  rank ;  fince  there  is  a  great  one,  and  out 
of  all  conteft,  between  him  and  the  ele&ors. 

My  fecond  remark  is,  that,  among  all  the  punfti- 
lio’s  between  the  ambaffadors  at  Nimeguen,  none  feem- 
to  me  to  carry  them  to  fuch  heights,  as  the  Svvedes 
and  the  Danés  ;  the  firíl  ftanding  as  ftiff  upon  all 
pomts  of  not  feeming  to  yield  in  the  leaft  to  the  French 
ambaffadors,  though  their  allies,  and  from  a  crown 
not  only  of  fo  mighty  power,  but  from  whom  alone 
they  expected  the  reftonng  of  their  broken  ífate  tn 
Germany:  and  theDaniffr  ambafiador,  upon  the  French 
powers  being  exhibited  in  French,  faid  he  would  give 
his  in  Daniíh,  unlefs  they  would  do  it  in  Latin,  as  a 
common  language  alledging  he  knew  no  difference 
between  crowned  heads ;  that  the  Daniíh  kings  had 
been  as  great  as  the  French  are  now,  and  in  their  pre- 
fent  dominions  are  as  abíblute.  Upon  all  which  mon- 
fjeur  Van  Beverning  could  not  forbear  to  reflect,  and 
fay  to  us,  that  in  h¡s  remembrance  there  was  no  forc 
of  competition  made  by  thofe  two  northern  kino-s 
with  the  other  three  great  kings  of  Chriffendom  :  that 
the  treatment  of  the  States  to  them  was  very  different, 
and  tlien  miniílers.made  no  difneulty  oí  íigning  any 
inílrument  after  the  minifters  of  the  three  mete  crowns. 

O 

’Tis, 
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sTis,  I  think,  out  of  queftion  that  the  preten fion  of 
parity  among  the  crowned  heads  was  firít  made  in  the 
north  by  Guftavus,  vvhen  he  told  moníieur  Gramont 
the  French  ambaflador  in  Sweden  upon  this  occafion, 
that  for  his  part  he  knew  no  diítin&ion  among  crown¬ 
ed  heads,  but  what  was  made  by  their  virtue  ;  and 
this  pretence  was  not  rnuch  difputed  with  him,  in  re- 
fpeft  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  qualities,  as  well  as  ot  his 
attempts  and  fucceífes  ;  and  his  example  was  followed 
by  the  kings  of  Denmark,  and  lias  lince  left  place  a 
thing  conteited  among  them  all.  ’Tis  trae,  the  French 
have  claimed  the  precedence  next  to  the  Emperor, 
with  more  noifeand  haughtinefs  than  the  reíd,  but  have 
been  yielded  to  by  none  exscept  theSpaniards,  upon  the 
fear  of  a  war  they  were  not  able  to  deal  with ;  ñor 
have  they  fince  been  willing  to  own  the  weaknefs  of 
that  concelTion,  but  have  chofen  to  fail  into  what  mea- 
fures  they  could  of  encouraging  and  eítablifhing  the 
pretence  of  parity  among  crowned  heads.  The  molí 
remarkable  inftance  of  this  happened  at  Nimeguen  •, 
where,  upon  a  public  meeting  of  the  allies,  the  dif- 
pute  arifing  between  Spain  and  Denmark  for  the  place 
at  table,  Don  Pedro  coniented  tohave  it  taken  by  turns, 
and  the  firft  to  be  divided  by  lot.  The  French  am- 
baíTadors  made  their  pretence  of  preference  next  the 
mediators  at  Nimeguen,  in  the  firít  return  of  their 
vifits  from  ambaífadors  arriving  ;  but  it  was  neither 
yielded  to  by  Swede  or  Dañe,  ñor  praótifed  by  the  Em- 
peror’s  ambaífadors,  who  made  their  firft  vifit  to  the 
mediators,  and  the  next  with  out  diítinction  to  the  firft 
that  had  vifited  them.  The  Emperor  took  advantage 
of  the  French,  as  well  as  the  reíd,  having  yielded  to 
the  mediators  •,  and  during  this  treaty  made  a  fcruple, 
though  not  a  refufal,  of  doing  it ;  by  which  he  dif- 
tinguiílied  himfelf  from  the  other  crowned  heads.  We 
were  contení  to  keep  it,  as  rnuch  as  we  could,  from 
decifion  with  them  •,  but  it  once  happened,  that,  up- 
Vol.  II.  B  b  on 
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on  a  meeting  witli  the  allies  at  the  Dane’s  houfe,  counü 
Kiníki  was  there  before  1  and  Sir  Lionel  carne  into  the 
room,  where  chairs  were  fet  for  all  the  ambafladors, 

^i:ei  *-he  common  falutations,  I  vvent  ílraight  up  to 
¡ne  chair  that  was  firft  in  rank,  and  ftood  before  ir, 
to  fit  down  when  the  reíl  were  ready  •,  but  my  col- 
legue,  either  lofmg  his  time  by  being  engaged  in  lon»-. 
er  civilities,  01  oy  a  delire  not  to  be  engaged  tn  con- 
t^lfs,  gave  room  to  count  Kiníki  (a  very  brifk  man) 
to  come  and  ftand  before  the  chair  that  was  next  me, 
and  confequently  between  me  and  my  collegue  :  when 
I  faw  tliis,  and  confidered,  that,  though  the  place 
was  given  me  by  the  Imperialifts,  yet  it  was  not  o-iven 
to  the  king’s  embaífy  ;  Tchofe  not  to  fit  down  ;&but, 
falling  into  the  conference  that  was  intended,  I  ftood 
all  the  while  as  if  I  did  it  careleíly,  and  fo  left  the 
matter  undecided. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  about  the  latter  end  of  De¬ 
cena  ber,  writ  very  earneftly  to  me,  to  make  a  ftep,  for 
fio  ni  e  few  days,  to  the  Hague,  knowing  I  liad  leave 
from  his  majefty  to  do  it  when  1  thought  fit.  And, 
finding  all  things  without  prefent  motion  atNimeguen’ 

I  went  thither,  and  arrived  the  laft  day  of  the^year. 
The  firft  of  the  next,  being  1677,  I  attended  his  high- 
neís  .  we  fell  into  large  difcouríes  on  the  progreís  of 
the  treaty,  the  coid  neis  of  the  parties,  the  affefted  de- 
lays  of  the  Imperialifts  and  Spaniards,  the  declared 
a  ve  i  fion  or  the  Danés  and  Brandenburg ;  and  concluded 
hov/  little  was  to  be  expeéted  from  the  formal  paces 
ot  this  congrefs.  Upon  all  which  the  prince  aficed, 
if  I  had  heard  any  more  of  his  majefty’s  mind  upon 
the  peace,  lince  1  had  been  laft  with  him  ?  I  told  him 
what  I  remembered  of  his  laft  letter  to.  me  upon  that 
lubjeft;  which  v/as,  that  he  concluded  from  the  prince’s 
difcourfes  to  me,  that  he  had  then  no  mind  toa  peace; 
that  he  was  forry  for  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  was 
his  intereft  to  have  it :  that  he  had  tried  to  know  the 

mind 
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Iriind  óf  France  upon  it  ;  but  if  they  would  not  op en 
themfelves  farther  on  one  fide,  ñor  his  highnefs  on  the 
other,  than  they  had  yet  done,  he  would  content 
Jiimlelf  with  performing  only  his  part  oí  mediator, 
and  in  the  common  íorms.  The  prince  laid,  this 
looked  very  coid,  fince  his  majefty  was  alone  able  to 
malee  the  peace,  and  knew  weílenough  what  it  would 
come  to  by  the  forros  of  the  congreís  :  that,  for  his 
own  part,  he  defired  it,  and  had  a  great  deal  oí  rea- 
fon  ;  both  becaufe  his  majefty  feemed  to  do  fo,  and 
to  think  it  his  own  intereft  as  well  as  the  prince’s  ; 
and  becaufe  the  States  not  only  thought  it  their  inte¬ 
reft,  but  abfolutely  neceíTary  for  thern  :  that  he  would 
not  fay  this  to  any  but  to  the  Kingby  me  ;  becaufe,  if 
France  íhould  know  it,  they  would,  he  doubted,  be 
harder  upon  the  terms  :  that  both  Spain  and  the  Em- 
peror  had  lefs  mind  to  it  now,  than  they  had  at  the  end 
of  the  laft  campaign  ;  the  new  minifters  being  lefs  in- 
clined  to  it  than  the  oíd  had  been  •,  lo  that  there  was 
not  one  of  the  allies  that  had  any  mind  to  it,  befides 
the  States  :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  íhould  be  always 
in  the  fame  mind  with  them,  and  therefore  very  much 
defired  it  ;  but  did  not  know  which  way  to  go  about 
it,  at  leaft  fo  as  to  compafs  it  before  the  next  campaign. 
And,  if  that  once  began,  they  íhould  be  all  at  lea 
again,  and  íhould  be  forced  to  go  juft  as  the  wind 
íhould  drive  them  :  that  if  his  majefty  had  a  mind  to 
malee  it,  and  would  let  him  know  freely  the  conditi- 
ons  upon  which  either  he  defired  or  believed  it  might 
be  made,  he  would  endeavour  to  concert  it  the  beft  he 
could  with  his  majefty,  and  that  with  all  the  freedom 
and  fincerity  in  the  world  ;  fo  it  might  be  done  with 
any  iafety  to  his  own  honour,  and  the  interefts  of  his 
country. 

All  this  he  defired  me  to  write  direétly  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  from  him,  as  he  knew  I  had  not  only  leave,  but 

B  b  2  command 
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command  to  do,  upon  any  occafion  that  í  thought 
deferved  it.  D 

I  vvo  days  after,  I  faw  the  Penfioner  Fagel  upon 
Tome  common  affairs  incident  to  my  embafiy  at  the 
l  lague,  which  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  fecre- 
tary  of  that  embafly.  When  thefe  difcourfes  were  paft, 
he  afked  me  if  I  had  brought  them  peace  from  Nime- 
guen  ?  I  replied,  that  fince  he  was  fo  ignorant  of 
what  had  paíTed  there,  I  vvould  tell  him,  That  they 
had  carried  their  matters  there  en  hábiles  gens  [like 
able  men] :  that,  to  bring  their  aliies  to  the  congrefs,, 
they  had  pretended  to  treat  by  the  firft  of  November, 
whether  they  carne  or  no  :  that  after  that  day  paíTed, 
they  had  found  fault  with  the  powers  exhibited,  had 
©ifered  at  new,  made  the  mediators  courfe  from  one 
to  the  other,  fpun  out  two  months  time  in  thefe  pa¬ 
ces,  and  thereby  were  gotten  in  fight  both  of  Spanilh 
and  Imperial  miniílers,  which  I  íuppofe  was  the  point 
they  always  intended,  and  after wards  to  keep  pace  with 
them.  The  Penfioner  aníwered  me,  with  fomething 
in  his  face  both  lerious  and  fad,  that  either  I  did  not 
know  them,  and  the  courfe  of  their  affairs  fince  I  left 
the  Hague,  or  clfe  I  would  not  feem  to  know  them  : 
that  they  not  only  defired  the  peace  from  their  hearts, 
but  thought  it  abfolutely  necefiary  for  them  :  that  they 
would  certainly  have  entered  into  treaty  at  that  time, 
if  the  French  had  either  exhibited  powers  in  a  form  to 
be  at  all  admitted,  or  would  have  obliged  themfelves 
to  procure  new  ones  ;  nay,  that  they  would  not  infiíl 
upon  a  peace  according  to  their  aliies  pretenfions,  ñor 
could  he  anfwer  that  they  would  not  make  a  feparate 
one.  I  faid,  that  was  a  matter  of  fuch  moment  as  I 
was  fure  they  would  think  of  it  another  year  before 
they  did  it.  With  this  he  drew  up  his  chair  clofer  to 
me,  and  began  a  difcourfe  with  more  heat  and  earneít- 
neis  than  agreed  well  with  the  poíhure  ofhealth  he 
was  in,  faying,  firíl,  that  they  had  thought  enough 
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of  it  airead y ;  and,  with  thinking  much,  had  begun 
to  find  ic  was  without  remedy  :  that  they  had  great  ob- 
ligations  toSpain,  for  entering  into  the  war  to  lave  their 
.country,  and  thereby  to  fave  Flanders  too  ;  but  they 
had  made  them  no  iil  return,  by  continuing  it  now 
three  years  cniy  for  the  ¡nterefís  ot  Spain,  íince  diere 
remained  nothing  oí  coniequence  between  F  ranee  and 
them  :  that  they  had  further  engaged  themfelves  to 
carry  it  on  this  following  year,  and  fo  would  have 
done  with  the  forces  they  did  the  lafí,  ií  tneir  allies 
had  performed  the  parts  they  had  likewife  engaged  ; 
but,  for  Spain,  they  took  no  care,  but  to  let  them 
lee  they  were  relolved  topenfhc  that  they  had  íent  tneu 
fieet  home  from  Sicily,  without  the  payments  agreed 
on  ;  and  left  them  to  be  paid  by  the  States  at  their  re¬ 
turn  :  that  not  a  penny  could  be  got  of  a  great  fum  they 
owed  them  for  carriages  and  provi  fions  the  laft  fummer, 
andwhich  was  defigned  for  magazines  againft  next  year 
in  Flanders,  without  which  their  armies  could  not  march 
in  that  country,  where  they  were  fure  to  find  none  of 
íhe  Spaniards  providing  ;  that  they  had  reprefented  to 
Spain  the  neceílity  but  of  keeping  fo  many  forces  weli 
regulated  and  paid,  as  might  defend  their  towns  while 
the  prince  fliould  take  the  field  with  the  army  of  the 
fíate,  and  hinder  or  divert  any  great  fieges  there  •,  but 
not  a  word  of  anfwer:  that  they  had  then  defired  them 
to  receive  lo  many  of  the  troops  oí  tne  Germán  prin- 
ces,  their  allies,  as  might  defend  their  moft  impoitant 
places  •,  but,  inftead  of  this,  they  drove  them  out  of 
their  country  :  that,  for  the  Emperor,  they  had  _  al- 
ways  told  him,  that  unlefs  his  army  would  march  into 
France,  or  at  leafí  torce  them  to  a  battle  by  iuch  ror- 
ces  as  might  draw  great  detachments  of  the  F  rench  out 
of  Flanders,  that  country  would  not  be  faved  the  laft 
fummer,  or  at  leafí  not  the  next,  unlefs  his  army  took 
up  their  quarters  this  winter  in  Alface,  or  on  that  íide 
of  the  Rhine:  butat  Vienna  they  confidered Flanders  as 
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much  as  the  Dutch  do  Hungary  •  and  becaufe  the  Im¬ 
perial  officers  could  better  find  their  privare  account  by 
wmter  quarters  m  Germany,  than  in  a  country  haraíTed 
liKe  Aliace,  their  armies  muft  repaís  the  Rhine  this 
w ínter,  and  thereby  lofe  all  the  advantages  of  the  laft 
campaign,  and  hopes  of  the  next :  that,  for  want  of 
magazines  in  Flamders,  two  or  three  ftrong  frontiers 
would  be  loít  there  next  fpring,  before  the  Imperialifts 
c orí  id  take  the  rield  ^  and  ir  Cambray,  \  alenciennes, 
and  Mons  were  taken,  all  the  reft  would  re  volt,  confi- 
í.iCiing  the  m ileiies  tney  had  already  fuffered,  and  muft 
by  a  longer  war  :  that  theprince  would  not  be  able  to 
picvcnt  ig  or  be  ioon  enough  in  the  field  to  march, 
íoi  want  01  proviíions  in  Flanders,  the  country  grow- 
mgdefolate  by  the  unfettled  contributions  ;  or  atleaft, 
not  with  fuch  an  army  as  to  ventare  a  battle,  or  raife 
a  fiege,  whne  the  Spaniíh  troops  were  fo  weak,  and 
the  French  would  be  fo  ftrong,  at  a  time  wdien  they 
had  no  cnemy  to  divert  them  upon  the  Rhine  :  that 
theprince  s  friends  could  not  fufiferhim  to  go  into  the 
field,  only  to  lee  towns  loft  under  his  nofe,  and  per» 
naps  all  Flanders,  while  he  was  expecfed  to  defend  it; 
and  at  the^fame  time  was  rendered  incapable  of  doing 
k  oy  the  taults  of  the  Spaniards,  who  yet  would  not 
íail  lo  íeproach  him,  as  well  as  his  enemies  abroad, 
and  íll- willers  at  honre,  that  would  be  glad  of  the  occa- 
:ion.  In  the  mean  time,  from  trance  they  could  have 
v;  ha  te  ver  conditions  they  pretended,  either  by  refto- 
ring  Maeftricht,  a  reglement  of  commerce,  or  any 
advantages  to  the  houfe  of  Oran  ge ;  and,  as  to  this 
laft,  whatever  the  prince  himfelf  would  demand  :  that 
to  this  pulpóle  they  had  every  week  prefling  letters 
from  monfieur  D’Eftrades  to  make  the  feparate  peace  • 
and  though  he  íhould  fall  into  it  with  the  °reateft  re- 
gret  that  could  be,  yet  he  did  not  fee  whatelfe  was  to 
l)e  done,  and  did  not  know  one  man  in  H  olían  d  that 
was  not  of  the  lame  mind  :  that  he  did  not  talk  with 
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me  as  air  ambafládor,  but  afriend,  whofe  opinión  he 
cfteemcd  and  defired  :  that  he  told  me  freely  leur  f orí 
et  leur  f oíble  [their  ftrength  and  their  weaknefs]  ;  and 
would  be  glad  toknow  whatelie  I  thought  they  could 
do  upon  all  thefe  circumftances,  &  dans  Vaccablmmt 
de  leur  efiat  par  une  fi  longue  guerre  [and  m  the  diiheís 
of  their  ftate  by  fo  long  a  war].  I  returned  his  com- 
pliment,  but  excufed  myfelf  from  giving  my  opinión 
to  a  perlón  fo  well  able  to  take  meaíures  that  were  the 
fitteft  for  the  States  condud  or  his  own  ;  but  defired 
to  know  what  he  reckoned  would  become  of  Flandeis 
after  the  Dutch  had  made  their  feparate  peace,  be- 
caufe  the  fate  of  that  country  was  that  whercin  the  reít 
of  their  neighbours  were  concerned  as  well  as  they. 
He  anfwered,  it  would  be  loft  ín  one  fumniei,  or  m 
two,  but  more  probably  in  one  :  that  he  believed 
Cambray,  Valenciennes,  Namur,  and  Mons  might  be 
loft  in  onefummer:  that,  after  their  lois,  the  great  towns 
within  would  not  offer  at  defending  themíclves, 
cepting  Antwerp  and  Ollend,  for  which  they  might 
perhaps  take  fome  meafures  with  France,  asi  knew 
the  French  had  offered  Monfieur  de  Witt  upon  their 
Hrft  invafion  in  1667.  I  aíked  him  how  he  íeckoned 
this  State  was  toiive  with  France  afiei  the  iOis  of  Flan- 
ders  ?  and  if  he  thought  it  could  be  otherways  -than  at 
diícretion  ?  fde  defired  me  to  believe,  that,  if  they 
could  hope  to  fave  ílanders  by  the  war,  tney  would 
not  think  of  a  feparate  peace  ;  but,  if  it  muft  be  loft, 
they  had  rather  it  íhould  be  by  the  laft,  which  would 
lefs  exhauft  their  country  and  difhonour  the  punce  , 
that  after  Flanders  was  loft,  they  muft  live  fo  with 
France,  as  would  malee  them  find  it  their  inteieft  ía- 
ther  to  preferve  their  State  than  to  deítroy  it  :  that  k 
was  not  to  be  chofen,  but  tobe  lwallowed  like  a  deípe- 
rate  remedy  :  that  lie  had  hopee!  for  fome  refource  írom 
better  conduft  in  the  Spaniíliaffairs;  or  that  fome  gieat 

ímpreffion  of  the  Germán  armies,  upon  that  fkie  of 
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!•  ranee,  might  have  brought  the  peace  to  lome  rea- 
iOnable  terms  :  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  ever  be- 
íicved  that  England  itfelf  would  cry  halt,  at  one  ftep 
or  other  that  France  was  xnaking  ;  and  that,  if  we 
would  be  content  to  fee  half  Flanders  loft,  yet  we 
would  not  all  •,  ñor  Sicily  neither,  for  the  intereft  of 
°ur  trade  in  the  Mediterranean  :  that  the  king  had  the 
peace  in  his  hands  for  thefe  two  years  paíf ;  might 
have  made  it  when  he  pleafed,  and  upon  fuch  condi- 
tions  as  he  íhould  think  fit,  of  juftice  and  fafety  to 
me  reit  ol  his  neighbours  as  weíl  as  himfelf :  that  all 
men  kntw,  France  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refufe 
v,  hatev  1 1  terms  his  majeíly  reiolved  on,  or  to  venture  a 
war  with  England  in  conjunction  with  the  reít  of  the 
allies  :  that  the  leaft  íhew  of  it,  if  at  all  credited  in 
France,  was  enough  to  malte  the  peace  :  that  they  had 
long  reprefented  all  this  in  England  by  monfieur  Van 
fceumnghen,  ancl  o  fie  red  his  majefiy  to  be  the  arbiter 
oi  it,  and  to  íaii  mto  the  terms  lie  íliould  preícnbe  \ 
but  not  a  word  in  anfwer,  and  all  received  with  fuch  a 
coldnefs  as  never  was,  though  other  people  thou^ht 
we  had  reafon  to.  be  a  lítele  more  concerned  :  that  this 
put  him  more  upon  thmking  a  ieparatepeacenecefiary 
than  all  the  reít :  that  he  confeífed,  cuntía  prius  ten- 
tanda  all  means  were  nrit  to  be  tnedj,  till  he  íound 
at  laít  ir  was  immedicabile  vutnus  [an  incurable  woundl . 
tiiat,  ter  then  hving  with  France  after  Flanders  was 
loft,  he  knew  well  enough  what  I  meant  by  afiting  ; 
but,  arter  that,  the  aims  of  France  would  be  more  up¬ 
on  Italy  or  Germany,  or  perhaps  upon  us,  than  them  ; 
that  it  could  not  be  the  intereft  of  France  to  deftroy  or 
conquer  this  ftate,  but  to  preferve  it  in  a  dependence 
upon  that  crown  :  that  they  could  malee  better  ufe  of 
the  Dutch  fieets,  than  of  a  few  poor  fifher  towns,  that 
they  Ihould  be  reduced  to  if  any  violation  were  made, 
either  upon  their  liberties  or  religión  :  that  the  kin<f 
of  France  had  leen  their  country,  and  knew  it,  and  un- 
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fjerftood  it  fo,  and  faid,  upon  all  occafions,  that  he 
had  rather  have  them  for  bis  friends  than  his  fubjeóts ; 
but  if,  after  all,  I  concluded  their  ftate  muft  rail  in 
four  and  twenty  hours,  yet  it  were  better  for  them  to 
defer  it  to  the  laít  hour,  and  that  it  íhould  happen  at 
night  rather  than  at  noon. 

This  was  difcouríed  vvith  fuch  vchemence  and 
warmth,  that  he  was  not  able  to  go  on  ;  and  having 
faid,  it  was  not  a  matter  to  be  refolved  betwcen  us 
two,  I  left  him,  after  wifhing  him  health  enough  to 
go  through  the  thoughts  and  bufineíTes  of  fo  great  a 
conjundture. 

Next  morning  I  went  to  the  prince,  and,  after 
fome  cotnmon  talk,  told  him  what  had  paffed  in  my 
yifit  to  the  Penfioner,  and  aíked  his  hinhnefs,  if  he 
had  feen  him  lince,  or  knew  any  thing  of  it  ?  He  faid 
no  ;  and  fo  I  told  him  the  detail  of  it :  and,  upon 
concluíion,  that  he  faid  he  faw  nothing  elfe  to  be 
done  but  to  make  a  feparate  peace  ^  and,  that  he 
knew  not  a  man  in  Holland  who  was  not  of  his  mind. 
The  prince  interrupted  me,  faying,  c  Yes,  I  am  lure  I 
‘  know  one,  and  that  is  myfelf,  and  I  will  hinder  it  as 
c  long  as  I  can-,  but,  if  any  thing  íhould  happen  to  me, 
c  I  know  it  would  be  done  in  two  days  time.5  I  aíked 
í  jm,  whether  he  was  of  the  Penfioner’s  mind,  as  to 
what  he  thought  likely  to  happen  the  next  campaign? 
He  faid,  the  appearances  were  ill ;  but  campaigns  did 
not  always  end  as  theybegan:  that  accidents  might 
happen  which  no  man  could  forefee  ;  and  that,  if  they 
carne  to  one  fair  battle,  none  could  anfwer  for  the 
eyent  :  that  the  king  might  make  the  peace  if  he 
pleafed,  before  it  began ;  but,  if  we  were  fo  indiffe- 
rent  as  to  let  this  feafon  pafs,  for  his  part,  he  muft 
go  on,  and  take  his  fortune  :  that  he  had  feen  that 
morning  a  poor  oíd  man,  tugging  alone  in  a  little 
boat  with  his  oars,  againft  the  eddy  of  a  íluice,  upon 
$  canal  $  that,  when  with  the  laít  endeavours  lie  was 
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juft  got  up  to  the  place  intended,  the  forcé  of  the  ed- 
j  y  Ctl11  him  quite  back  again;  but  he  turned  his 
boa:  as  loen  as  he  could,  and  fell  to  his  oars  a^ain ; 
and  thus  threeor  four  times  while  the  prince  faw  him ; 
and  concluded,  this  oíd  man’s  bu  finéis  and  his  were 
too  like  one  another,  and  that  he  ought,  however,  to 
do  juíl  as  the  oíd  man  dio,  without  knowmg  what 

would  fucceed,  any  more  than  what  did  in  the  poor 
man’s  cafe, 

All  that  paffied  upon  thefe  difeourfes,  I  reprefented 
very  particularly  to  the  court,  the  firít  part  immedi- 
ately  to  the  king,  the  reíl  to  the  fecretaries  of  fíate  ; 
anu  added  my  own  opinión,  that  ¡f  his  majefty  con- 
tinued  to  interpole  no  further  than  by  the  bare  and 
common  offices  of  his  mediation,  in  the  place  and 
forms  of  a  treaty,  and  the  Auftnans  heldoff  from  the 
progrels  of  it,  as  well  as  the  northern  aliies,  and  as 
they  liad  all  hitherto  done,  it  would  certainly  follow, 
that  the  French  andDutch  woulcl  fall  into  prívate  ne- 
gotiations  ;  and,  by  what  I  could  oblerve  on  both 
lides,  were  like  to  adjuft  them  in  a  very  litde  time, 
and  leave  them  ready  to  clap  up  a  peace  in  two  days, 
when  the  Dutch  ffiould  grow  more  impatient  of  the 
flownefs  or  uníincerenefs  of  their  aliies  proceedings  in 
the  general  treaty,  or  whenever  the  violent  humour 
oí  the  people  ffiould  forcé  the  prince  to  fall  into  the 
fame  opinión  with  the  States  upon  this  matter.  This 
I  efteemed  mylelf  obliged  to  fay,  that  his  majefty 
might  want  no  lights  that  were  neceflar y  upon  fo  nice, 
and  yet  lo  dangerous  a  conjundíure.  I  liad  his  ma- 
jefty’s  anfwer  in  a  lóng  letter,  of  his  own  hand,  com- 
plaining  much  of  the,  confedérate  minifters  in  Eng- 
land  caballing  with  parliament-men,  and  raifing  all 
men’s  fpirits  as  high  againft  the  peace  as  they  could  ; 
and  that  they  had  done  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  made 
it  very  difficult  for  him  to  malee  any  fteps  with  France 
towards  a  general  peace,  unlefs  the  Dutch  ambafia- 
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dor  would  firft  put  in  a  memorial,  prefling  his  ma- 
jefty  from  the  States  to  do  it ;  and  declaring,  that 
without  it  they  faw  Flanders  would  be  loft. 

From  íecretary  Williamfon  I  liad  no  other  anfwer 
material  upon  all  the  Penfioner’s  difcourfes,  ñor  my 
own  opinión  upon  the  prefent  conjuníture,  but  that 
his  majefty,  and  the  lords  oí  the  íoreign  committee, 
wondered  I  íhould  think  the  f  rench  were  íoready  tor 
a  feparate  peace,  if  the  Dutch  íliould  fall  into  thofe 
thoughts ;  and  that  they  did  not  remember  they  had 
ever  rcceived  any  thing  from  either  me  or  my  collegue 
at  Nimeguen  that  looked  that  way.  Upon  which  I 
told  him  the  frequent  converfations  I  had  had  witli 
monfieur  Colbert,  upon  that  fubjedt,  and  the  feveral 
letters  the  Penfioner  had  fhewn  from  the  marfhal 
D’Eftrades,  or  his  inftrument,  at  Maeftricht.  But  to 
all  this  I  received  no  anfwer  •,  ñor  fo  much  as  refleíti- 
on  •,  though  I  thought  this  part  was  my  duty,  as  am- 
baílador  at  theHague,  whether  it  was  fo  as  mediator  at 
Nimeguen  or  not. 

The  prince  and  Penfioner  were  both  wilhng  the 
king  íhould  be  complied  with,  in  the  government  of 
monfieur  Van  Beuninghen’s  paces  and  language  at 
London  but  preffed  me  to  write  once  more,  to  know 
Jais  majeíty?s  opinión  upon  the  terms  of  a  peace,  or  elfe 
he  faid  it  would  be  too  late,  while  the  feafon  advanced 
towards  thecampaign.  Upon  which  I  defired  him  to 
confider  there  might  be  three  weeks  difference  be- 
tween  his  firft  telling  his  own  thoughts  to  his  majefty, 
and  receiving  his  majefty’s  opinión  upon  them ;  or 
fending  firft  to  know  his  majefty’s,  then  returning 
his  own,  and  afterwards  expefting  the  king’s  again, 
in  cafe  they  differed  :  befides,  I  believed  his  majefty 
would  take  it  kinder,  and  as  a  piece  of  more  confi- 
dence,  if  his  highnefs  made  no  difficulty  of  explaining 
himfelf  firft.  The  prince  paufed  a  while,  and  then 
faid»  to  íhew  the  confidence  he  defired  to  live  in  with 
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3us  majeíly,  he  would  make  no  further  difficulty  cfk, 
though  he  might  have  many  reafons  to  do  it  :  tha t,  if 
tíie  king  had  a  mind  to  make  a  fudden  peace  he 
thought  he  muíi  do  It  upon  the  foot  of  Aix  la  Chapelle; 
whicn  he  would  have  the  more  ground  for,  becaufe 
it  vvas  a  peace  he  both  rnade  and  warranted  :  that  for 
exchanges,  he  thought  there  fhould  be  no  other  pro- 
pofed  upon  it,  but  only  of  Aeth  and  Charleroy  for 
Aire  and  St.  Omer;  whicn  two  laít  he  thought  impor- 
ted  a  great  deal  more  to  France,  than  the  others,  un- 
lefs  they  would  declare  that  they  intended  to  end  this 
war  with  the  profpeft  of  beginníng  another,  by  which 
they  might  get  the  reíi  of  Flanders :  that  this  was  all 
needed  país  between  france  and  Spain ;  and  for  the 
Emperor  and  this  State,  that  the  firft,  havincr  takenPhi- 
hpíburgh  from  the  French,  íliould  raze  i? ;  and  the 
French  having  takenMaeftricht  from  the  Dutch,  íhould 
raze  it  too  ;  and  fo  this  whole  war  fhould  pafs  comme 
un  toar 01  non  qui  avoit  ceffé^  aprés  avcir  menacé  beauccup , 
&  f ai t  fort  peu  de  remuemens  eiu  monde  [as  a  ftorm  that 
has  ceaíed,  after  it  had  threatened  much,  and  made 
but  little  alteration  in  the  world.] 

I  was  íurprized  to  hear  a  propofition  fo  on-the  fud¬ 
den,  fo  fhort  and  fo  decifive,  and  that  feemed  fo  ealy 
towards  a fhort  clofe,  if  his  majeíly  íhould  fall  into  it; 
and  i  eíteemed  it  a  ílrain  in  theprinceof  the  moíl  con- 
iummate  knowledge  in  the  whole  prefent  fcheme  of 
alian  s,  and  moíl  deciíive  judgment  upon  them  that 
he  cóuld  have  g;iven,  after  the  longeíl  delibcration  and 
m aturde  advice.  I  obferved  however  to  his  highnefs 
upon  it,  that  he  had  not  explained  what  was  to  become 
or  Lorrain  and  Burgundy ;  and  next,  whether  he  be- 
iieved  it  at  all  likely,  that  France,  after  fuch  acqui- 
finoas  made  in  this  war,  and  fo  many  more  expecled, 
íhould  come  to  fuch  reílitutions  of  what  they  poí- 
lefled,  without  any  equivalente  The  prince  replied. 
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both  vvere  explained  by  the  terms  he  propofed  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle  :  that  for  Lorrain,  F ranee  never  pre¬ 
tended  to  keep  it,  but  from  the  laft  dulce  only ;  that 
Burgundy  could  not  be  parted  with  by  Spain,  without 
the  French  reftoring  fo  many  towns  for  it  in  hlanders 
as  would  raife  endleís  debates,  draw  the  bufmefs  into 
lengths,  and  fo  leave  itto  the  decifion  of  another  cam- 
paign.  For  the  fecond,  he  faid,  he  had  reafon  to 
doubt  it,  and  did  not  believe  it  would  be  done  but 
by  his  majefty’s  vigorous  interpofition,  but  by  that 
he  was  fure  it  would  be  eafily  effedted :  but,  if  his 
majeíly  would  not  endeavour  it,  the  war  muft  go  on, 
and  God  Almighty  muft  decide  it :  that  all  the  allies 
would  be  glad  of  it,  and  believed  that,  uponDon  John’s 
coming  to  the  head  of  the  Spaniíh  affairs,  there  would 
be  a  new  world  there  :  that  however  one  town  wel! 
defended,  or  one  battle  well  fought,  might  change 
the  feene  :  that  for  himfelf,  he  would  confefs,  the 
king  could  never  do  fo  kind  a  part,  as  to  bring  him 
with  lome  honour  cut  of  this  war,  and  upon  fome 
modérate  terms  •,  but  if  he  was  content  that  France 
fhould  make  them  infupportable,  they  would  venture 
all,  rather  than  receive  them  ;  and,  for  Hollando 
making  it  a  feparate  peace,  let  the  Penfioner,  or  an-y 
others,  tell  me  what  they  would,  they  fhould  never 
do  it  while  he  was  alive,  and  was  able  to  hinder  it. 
And  he  would  fay  one  thing  more  to  me,  that  he 
believed  he  was  able  to  hinder  it :  that,  if  he  died,  he 
knew  it  would  be  done  next  clay  ;  but,  when  that 
fhould  happen,  this  marter  muft  be  fome  other’s  care, 
and  perhaps  we  in  England  were  the  moft  concerned 
to  look  after  it. 

I  promifed  to  reprefent  all  he  had  faid  direótly  to  his 
majefty,  and  fo  I  did  immediately  *,  and  the  prince 
went  next  day  to  Dieron  within  fix  leagues  of  Nime- 
guen,  where  I  promifed  to  come  to  him  as  ibón  as  I 
fhould  be  poíídled  of  his  majefty’s  anfwer.  And  I 
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am  the  more  particular  in  all  thefe  difcourfes  with  tfiC 
Punce  and  the  I  eniioner  upon  this  great  conjúndíure, 
becaufe  they  do  not  only  difcover  the  true  fprings  from 
which  the  peace  was  afterwards  derived,  but  reprefenü 
moft  of  the  interefts  oí  Chriftendom,  as  they  wereob- 
ferved  by  the  two  perfons  that,  next  to  monfieur  de 
Witt,  underílood  them  the  beft  of  any  I  have  ever  met 
with  in  the  courfe  of  my  negotiations. 

After  the  prince  was  gone,  I  had  one  conference 
more  with  the  Penfioner,  who  told  me  he  was  ítill  of 
opinión  it  muíl  come  to  a  feparate  peace  •  that  he  had 
told  the  Emperor’s  minifters  the  fame  thing;  and, 
that  if  they  did  not,  at  Vienna,  fall  into  the  meafures 
propofed  and  infifted  on  by  the  States,  before  themid- 
dle  of  February  next,  they  fhould  be  forced  to  malee 
it :  that  if  Don  Emanuel  de  Lyra  had  not  now  afiured 
them  of  the  remifes  being  actually  come  from  Spain, 
for  payment  of  the  laft  year’s  charge  of  the  fleets,  both 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  Baltick,  according  to  agree- 
ment,  the  peace  could  not  have  been  kept  offthis  win- 
ter  itfelf.  I  told  him  the  prince  was  of  another  mind, 
and  liad  íaid  to  me  a  leparate  peace  fliould  never  be 
made  while  he  lived,  and  was  able  to  hinder  it ;  and 
that  he  believed  he  fhould  have  that  in  his  power.  The 
Penfioner  replied,  he  lhould  come  to  it  with  as  much 
regret  as  the  prince  himfelf;  but,  that  his  highnefs 
himfelf  might  be  forced  ro  it  by  the  ill  conduíl  of  his 
allies,  the  ill  fuccefies  of  the  next  campaign,  and  the 
mutinies  of  the  people,  to  which  they  were  already  but 
too  much  difpoíed  at  Amílerdam  by  the  delays  of  the 
treaty  at  Nimeguen  :  that  the  late  revolution  in  Spain, 
againft  the  queen  regent  and  her  miniítry,  had  fhewed 
enough  what  might  be  brought  about  by  a  violentand 
general  humour  of  the  people;  and  the  prince  knew 
the  country  too  well  to  go  too  far  againft  it  :  that  it 
was  in  his  majefty’s  hands  to  malee  a  general  peace, 
if  he  pleafed,  before  the  campaign  began ;  and  per- 
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iiaps  ¡t  was  in  tlie  condudt  of  Spain  and  the  Emperor 
to  engage  Holland  in  one  campaign  more,  by  the 
meafures  they  had  propofed  :  if  both  thefe  failed,  a 
feparate  peace  muft  be  made. 

While  I  ílaid  at  the  Hague,  which  was  about  a 
month,  my  collegues  at  N aneguen  had,  in  iecms, 
found  out  a  negotiation  grown  betvveen  the  1'  rench 
ambaíTadors  and  moníieur  Van  Beverning,  feparate 
from  the  minifters  of  ¡as  allies,  and  without  any  com- 
munication  ol  the  mediators,  which  they  fufpected 
would  end  in  a  feparate  peace.  Of  this  they  thought 
fit  to  give  part  to  the  court,  and  of  their  fufpicions  upon 
it  ;  as  they  had  done  in  my  abfence  •,  and  received  an 
immediate  order  upon  it,  tliat,  in  cafe  they  found  a 
feparate  peace  concluding,  or  concluded  betvveen 
France  and  Holland  atNimeguen,  they  íhould  proteft 
publickly  againft  it  in  his  majefty’s  ñame.  Thismy  col¬ 
legue  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  writ  to  me  at  the  Hague 
about  the  ioth  of  January,  and  was  in  great  pain  upon 
it.  He  apprehended  the  thing,  but  expefied  not  to 
know  it  till  it  was  done,  and  then  cloubted  any  good 
confequences  from  our  proteftation.  He  defired  I 
would  both  fend  him  my  thoughts  upon  it,  and  the 
fame  to  court  as  foon  as  I  could. 

1  did  fo,  both  to  my  lord  treafurer  and  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  Coventry ;  and  told  them  very  freely,  that  I  could 
not  underítand  the  reafon  or  the  drift  of  fuch  an  order 
as  my  collegues  had  received  to  malee  fuch  a  protefta¬ 
tion  :  that  if  a  feparate  peace  betvveen  France  and  Hol- 
land  were  thought  as  dangerous  in  the  court,  as  I  knevv 
it  was  in  the  country,  the  kingmight  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent  it ;  and  had  it  ftill  in  his  power,  as  he  had  had  a 
great  while  :  but,  if  it  were  once  concluded,  I  did  not 
fee  any  other  effebt  of  our  proteftation,  unlefs  it  were  to 
irrítate  both  the  parties,  and  bind  them  the  fafter,  by 
our  being  angry  at  their  conjunótion.  Ñor  did  I  know 
what  ground  could  be  gtven  for  fuch  a  proteftation  ; 

for 
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for  though  the  parties  had  accepted  his  maieíiy’s  me-* 

diation  oí  a  general  peace,  yet  none  of  them  had  ob~ 
liged  themfelves  to  his  majefty  no t  to  treat  a  feparattí 
one,  or  withouthis  offices  ofmediation  ;  and,  ifthey 
n-iu,  I  did  not  fee  why  the  fame  interefts,  that  could 
make  them  break  through  fo  many  obligations  to  their 
alhes,  íhould  not  make  them  as  bold  with  a  mediator: 
tnat,  as  to  prevent  the  thing  may  be  a  very  wife  and" 
neceíTary  counlei,  fo  his  majefty’s  refolution  in  it  ouo-ht 
to  be  fignified  as  early  as  can  be,  where  it  is  likely&to 
be  oí  moment  to  that  end,  which  was  to  France  :  but 
u  the  thing  íhould  be  firft  done,  as  I  could  not  tell 
now  well  to  ground  our  offence,  fo  I  could  as  little 
how  to  leek  our  revenge  ;  and  it  would  be  to  ftay  till 
weie  ftruck,  and  then  truíl  tocryingout:  that,  to 
tlie  bel.  of  my  fenfe,  it  were  better  to  anger  any  one 
oí  the  parties  befare  a  íeparate  peace,  than  both  of  them 
after;  and  if  we  muít  ftrain  any  points  of  courtefy 
with  them,  to  do  it  rather  by  making  a  fair  and  gene-* 

ral  peace,  than  by  cotnplaining  or  proteíling  ao-ainíl  a 
Ieparate  one.  ° 

I  thought,  I  contéis,  that  upon  this  reprefentation 
from  my  collegues,  without  any  knowledge  of  mine, 
or  fufpicion  that  the  matter  was  workino-  ud  at  Nime- 
guen  when  I  left  it,  and  yet  agreeing°fo  much  with 
what  I  had  forefeen  and  reprefented  from  the  Hague, 
ana  meeting  luch  a  refentment  at  our  courtas  appear- 
eci  by  the  order  trammitted  to  my  collegues  úpon  it  j 

í .  queftion  but  his  majeíiy  would  declare 

ni  ni  fe  if  upon  the  terms  of  a  general  peace  to  both  par- 
ties,  wfiichl  knew  very  well  would  be  refufedby  nei- 
ther,  it  he  were  pofitive  in  it,  and  íupported,  as  he 
would.  certamly  have  been,  by  the  prmee  i  but  our 
counfels  at  court  v/ere  fo  in  balance,  between  the  de- 
fires  of  living  atjeaft  fair  with  France,  and  the  fears 
of  too  much  difpleafing  the  parliaments  upon  their 
ñequen t  feffions,  that  our  paces  upon  this  whole  affair 

looked 
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looked  al  1  like  crofs  purpofes,  which  no  man  at  home 
or  abroad  could  wcll  underftand,  and  wcre  oñcn  mi- 
ílaken  by  both  parties  engaged  in  the  war,  as  well  as 
by  both  parties  in  the  houfeof  commons,  tillthe  tliino- 
was  wrefted  out  of  our  hands. 

^  About  the  twenty-fifthof  January  1 677,  I  received 
hismajeíly’s  anfwer  to  my  laíl  difpatches  by  the  prince’s 
díreftions,  and  carried  them  immediately  av/ay  to  Di¬ 
eren,  which  was  a  little  out  of  my  way  to  Nimeguen, 
^nd  there  communicated  them  to  the  prince.  They 
confifted  of  two  parts ;  the  firft,  an  offer  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  entering  into  the  ftrongeít  defenfive  alliance  with 
the  States,  thereby  to  fecure  them  from  all  apprehen- 
kons  from  France,  after  the  peace  fhould  be  made. 
The  fecond,  was  his  majefty’s  remarles,  rather  than 
conclufion  orjudgment,  upon  the  terms  propofed  by 
the  prince  for  a  peace  :  that  he  believed  it  might  be 
compaífed  with  France,  upon  the  exchange  ofCambray, 
Aire,  ^and  St.  Omer,  for  Aeth,  Charleroy,  Oudenarde, 
Condé,  and  Bouchain  :  that  this  feheme  was  what  his 
majeíty  thought  poílible  to  be  obtained  of  France, 
though  not  what  was  to  be  wifhed. 

I  obferved  the  prince’s  countenance  to  change  when 
I  named  Cambray  and  the  reft  of  the  townsT  yet  he 
heard  me  through,  and  the  many  nice  reafons  of  Sir 

J—  W - upon  the  matter ;  as  of  a  double  frontier 

this  would  give  to  Flanders,  the  fafety  whereof  was  the 
thing  both  his  majefty  and  the  States  were  moíl  con¬ 
cerned  in^  and  many  other  ways  of  cutting  the  feather. 
After  which  the  prince  faid,  he  believed  dinner  was 
leady,  and  we  wóuld  talk  ofit  after  we  had  dined,  and 
fo  went  out  ;  but,  as  he  was  near  the  door,  he  turned 
to  me,  and  faid,  though  we  fhould  talk  more  of  it  af¬ 
ter  dinner,  yet  he  would  tell  me  now,  and  in  fewwords, 
that  he  muíl  rather  die,  than  malee  fuch  a  peace. 

After  dinner,  we  went  again  into  his  chamber,  where 
he  began  with  telling me  I  had  fpoiled  his  dinner:  that' 
Vol.  II.  Ce  he 
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he  had  not  expefted  iuch  a  return  of  the  confidence  he 
had  begun  towards  his  majefty.  He  obferved  the  of- 
fer  of  alliance  carne  to  me  in  a  letter  of  his  majefty’s 
own  hand  •,  but  that  about  theterms  of  a  peace,  from 
the  fecretary  only  :  that  it  was  in  a  ftyle  as  if  he 
thought  him  a  child,  or  to  be  fed  with  vvhipped  cream  r 
that,  fmce  all  this  had  been  before  the  foreign  com- 
mittee,  he  knew  very  well  it  had  been  with  the  French 
ambaffador  too,  and  that  the  terms  were  his,  and  a 
great  deal  worfe  than  they  could  have  direótly  from 
France.  Fie  caft  them  up  diftin&ly,  and  what  in  plain 
language  they  amounted  to:  that Spain  muflí  partwith 
all  Burgundy,  Cambray,  Aire,  and  St.  Omer,  which 
were  of  the  valué  of  two  other  provinces  in  the  confe- 
quences  of  any  war  between  France  and  Spain  ;  and  all 
for  the  five  towns  mentioned  :  that  in  fhort  all  muít  be 
ventured,  fince  he  was  in,  and  found  no  other  way 
out.  1  told  the  prince  that  I  hoped  he  would  fend  his 
majefty  his  own  thoughts  upon  it  p  but  that  he  would 
think  a  little  more  before  he  did  it.  He  faid,  he  would 
write  to  the  king  that  night,  but  would  not  enter  into 
the  detail  of  the  buíinefs,  which  was  not  worth  the 
pains,  but  would  leave  it  to  me.  He  defired  me  fur- 
ther  to  let  his  majefty  know,  that  he  had  been  very 
plain  in  what  he  had  told  me  of  his  own  thoughts  up¬ 
on  this  whole  matter,  and  had  gone  as  low  as  he  could 
with  any  regard  to  the  fafety  of  his  country,  and  his 
allies,  or  his  honour  :  that  he  doubted  whether  Spain 
would  ever  have  confented  to  thoíe  very  terms ;  but 
for  thefe  he  knew  they  could  not,  though  they  were 
fure  tolofe  all  Flanders  by  the  war:  and,  for  himfelf, 
he  could  never  propofe  it  to  them  j  but,  if  Flanders 
were  left  in  that  poiture,  it  would  never  be  defended 
upen  another  invafion,  neither  by  Holland,  ñor  by 
England  itfelf ;  and  he  was  fo  far  of  the  Spaniards 
mind,  that,  ifFIandersmuftbe  lcft,it  hadbetter  be  fe 
by  a  war  than  by  a  peace  :  that,  wnenever  that  was, 

Holland 
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Holland  muft  fall  into  an  abíbhite  depcndence  upon 
France;  fo  that  what  his  majefty  offered,  of  an  allí- 
anee  with  them,  wóuld  be  to  no  purpofe  ;  for  they 
would  not  be  made  the  ílage  of  a  war  after  the  lofs  of 
Flanders,  and  wherein  they  were  fure  no  alliance  of  his 
rhajefty,  ñor  torces  neither,  could  defend  them.  He 
concluded,  that  if  his  majefty  woüld  help  him  out  of 
this  war  wnh  any  honour  and  fafety,  either  upon  kind- 
nefs  to  him,  or  confideration  of  what  concernmcnt  his 
own  crowns  were  like  to  have  in  the  iífue  of  this  afiair, 
he  would  acknowledge  and  endeavour  to  deferve  it 
as  long  as  he  lived  ;  if  not,  the  war  muft  go  on,  be  the 
event  what  it  would  ;  and,  for  his  own  part,  he  would 
rather  charge  a  thoufand  men  with  a  hundred,  nay, 
though  he  were  fure  to  die  in  the  charge,  than  enter 
ihto  any  concert  of  a  peace  upon  thefe  conditions. 

1  gave  his  majefty  an  account  of  all  that  pafied  in 
this  interview,  and  returned  to  my  poft  at  Nimecuien. 

The  allies  had  taken  great  umbrage  at  my  journey 
to  the  Hague,  as  defigned  for  negotiating  lome  fepa- 
rate  peace  between  France  and  Holland  ;  but  the 
Prince  and  Penfioner  feemed  carelefs  to  fatisfy  them, 
and  made  that  ufe  only  of  it,  to  let  them  know  that  no 
fuch  thing  was  yet  intended,  but  that  Holland  would 
be  forced  to  it  at  laft  if  the  Emperor  and  Spain  fell  not 
into  thofe  meaíures  that  they  had  propofed  to  them, 
both  at  Vienna  and  Madrid*  for  the  vigorous  profecu- 
tion  of  the  next  campaign.  Which  had  fome  efteft 
at  Vienna,  but  iittle  in  Spain  or  Flanders,  as  was  felc 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fpring. 

At  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  I  found  that  in  my  ab- 
fence  count  Kinfki  was  arrived,  who  was  a  perfen  of 
great  parts,  of  a  íharp  and  quick  appreheníion,  but 
exaíl  and  ícrupulous  in  his  condufi:,  rigid  in  his  opini- 
ons,  never  before  verled  in  thefe  fort  of  émployments, 
and  thereby  very  punétilious  :  this  had  engaged  him 
in  difficukies  upon  ihe  ceremony  of  viíits?  both  with 
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my  collegues  and  the  Frenen,  upon  his  firft  arrival  ; 
which  lafted  with  thefe  till  the  end  of  the  congrefs,  ío 
as  to  hinder  all  vifits  between  them  :  butl  had  the  good 
fortune  to  retrieve  all  ill  correfpondence  that  had  hap- 
pened  between  the  mediators  and  him.  I  found  like- 
wife,  that  a  fecret  intelligence  was  grown  between  the 
French  and  Dutch  ambaífadors,  which  was  managed 
by  monfieur01ivecrans,.the  fecondSwediffiambaflador* 
and  wholiy  apart  from  my  collegues,  whofe  interven- 
tion  had  been  only  ufed  when  thematter  was  firft  agreed 
between  thofe  parties  :  that  monfieur  Van  Beverning 
drove  on  very  violently  towards  a  peace,  and  with  little 
regard  of  his  allies  *,  and  faid  he  had  order  from  the 
States,  de  poujfer  F  a ff aire  tant  qu'il  lui  feroit  poffible  [to 
puíh  the  bufinefs  on  as  vigorouíly  as  poffible  :]  that 
thofe  ambaífadors  had  come  to  a  fort  of  agreement 
about  the  form  and  number  of  powers,  which  wasy 
that  the  mediator  fhould  be  defired  to  draw  up  a  form 
of  preamble,  which  fhould  be  common  to  all  the  par¬ 
ties,  and  contain  nothing  more,  but  that  fuch  and  lucir 
princes,  out  of  a  fincere  defire  of  peace,  had  fentfuch 
and  fuch  perfons  to  Nimeguen,  which  had  been  chofe 
for  the  place  of  treaty,  by  the  interceffion  of  the  king 
of  Great-Britain  :  that  the  mediators  fhould  likewife. 
draw  up  an  obligatory  act,  to  be  figned  by  the  feveral 
ambaífadors,  and  put  into  their  hands  on  the  fame  day, 
for  the  procuring  new  powers  within  fixty  days  after 
the  date  :  that  the  titles  in  the  new  powers  fhould  be 
inferted,  lona  fide ,  according  to  the  ufual  ftyle  of  the 
chancellary  of  each  court  ;  and  that  an  aét  of  lalvo 
fhould  be  figned  by  the  feveral  ambaífadors,  for  na 
confequence  to  be  drawn  hereafter,  for  the  ufe  or 
omiílion  of  any  titles  in  thefe  powers. 

I  found  likewife,  that  thefe  points  had  been  agreed 
among  all  the  allies,  by  the  formal  intervention  of  my 
collegues,"  after  they  had  firft  been  concerted  between 
the  French  and  Dutch :  that  thefe  ambaífadors  had  en- 

tered 
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tered  into  a  courfe  of  mutual  vifits;  owning  publickly 
that  they  did  it  as  neceffary  to  facilítate  the  progrefs  of 
the  treaty  :  and  that  the  Dutch  began  to  talk  of  finiíh- 
ing  an  eventual  treaty  (as  they  cali  it)  for  themfelves 
.as  foon  as  the  aéts  aboutpovvers  were  wholly  difpatch- 
¿ed,  which  fhould  not  take  place  till  the  general  peace 
was  concluded  ;  but  after  which  they,  the  Dutch,  in¬ 
tended  to  ernploy  their  offices  between  their  allies  and 
the  French. 

I  found  likewife,  that  Mr.  Elide  had  increafed  the 
number  of  the  mediators  in  my  abíence,  who,  having 
been  fent  into  Poland  the  fummer  paft,  tochriíten  that 
king’s  child,  and  to  condole  with  the  Emperor  upon 
the  late  Emprefs’s  death,  and  performed  the  firft  com- 
pliment  from  his  majefty  ;  but,  upon  his  coming  from 
thence  toVienna,  found  the  Emperor  married,  and  fo 
pafled  on  privately  horne,  and  arrived  at  Nimeguen, 
foon  after  I  left  it  upon  my  journey  to  the  Hague  ; 
where  he  carne  to  me,  after  having  ftaid  a  fortnightat 
Nimeguen.  Hetold  meat  the  Plague,  that,  upon  his 
.return  by  Rotterdam,  he  had  there  niet  letters  from 
court  with  a  coramiffion  to  ftop  for  lome  íhort  time  at 
Nimeguen,  and  take  the  charaóter  of  one  of  the  a  na¬ 
ba  íTadors  mediators  there,  by  which  he  might  be  en- 
abled  at  his  return  to  give  his  majefty  an  account  of 
the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  affairs  there.  Fie  faid,  this 
commiftlon  was  •intended  to  find  him  at  Nimeguen,, 
upon  the  ftop  he  made  there  ;  but  having  not  arrived 
till  he  had  left  that  place,  he  was  in  doubt  whether  he 
fnould  make  any  ufe  of  it  or  no,  and  defired  my  advice, 
whether  to  return  to  Nimeguen,  or  to  go  forward 
for  England.  I  eafily  perceived  what  this  diipatch 
was  intended  for,  to  introduce  him  into  thofe  kind  of 
charaéters  and  employments ;  and  lo  advifed  him  to 
go  back  to  Nimeguen,  which  he  did,  and  made  a  part 
of  the  embalfy  during  a  ftiort  ftay  there,  but  excufed 
himfelf  from  entering  into  the  management  of  any 
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conterences  or  chlpatches  •,  fo  that  by  his  modeíly,  and 
rny  lora  Berkley  s  great  age  and  infirmities,  the  fa¬ 
tigue  oí  that  employment  !ay  íhil  upon  me  and  Sir 
Lionei  Jenkins,  who  writ  aiternateiy  the  difpatches 
írom  the  embaíTy  to  court,  and  the  others  to  other 

princes  and  minifters  by  concert,  all  tlie  while  I  was 
upon  the  place. 

I  round  likewife,  at  my  return  to  Nimeguen,  Tome 
few  difficulties  yet  remaimng,  which  cbftruóted  the 
cu.patch  in tended  abput  the  powers  :  for  though  the 
I  rench  had  coníented  to  furnifh  new  powers,  and  fe- 
veralfor  the Erpperor, Spain,  Denmark,  and Holland; 
Yet  tney  íefufeda  diftinót  one  for  Brandenburg,  which 
theíe  minifters  innfted  on  ;  and  the  Dutch  were  in 
iuch  obiigations  to  that  prince,  that  they  were  forced 
to  do  ío  too,  though  unwillingly,  as  doubting  the  fuc- 
cds  witn  r  ranee,  and  forefeeing  theconfequence  of  the 
l«une  pretence  to  be  raiied  upon  it  by  other  princes  of 
Germanv,  not  omy  eleftors,  butthehoufes  ofLunen- 
buig  and  Neo  oerg,  who  yieided  to  the  eiectors  in  no 
point,  but  that  one  of  precedenqe.  But  the  Dutch,  to 
diftinguiíh  that  or  Brandenburg,  alledged  to  us,  that 
lie  was  principal  in  the  war  ot  Sweden,  and  fo  could 
not  be  included  as  an  ally  only,  either  by  the  Em- 
peror,  or  by  the  States.  ■  ^  :  *  ■  • 

The  Darníh  ambaílador  ftood  pofitively  upon  the 
common  ufe  of  the  Latin  tongue  between  France  and 
tucm  in  their  powers,  or  elle  to  give  his  inDaniíh,  if 
tíiey  gave  theirs  in  French.  Th efe  faid,  that  it  was  a 
.  y  ^  an  impertinence ;  and  that,  if  in  all  the 
intercourfe  that  had  ever  been  between  thofe  two 
crowns,  tne  language  had  not  been  French  on  their 
hde,  and  Latín  on  the  Danés,  even  in  any  one  inftru- 
ment,  they  were  content  they  fbould  give  their  powers 
not  cnly  in  Daniih,  but  in  Hebrew  if  they  pleafed. 
The  Dañe  faid,  he  could  not  give  account  of  all  pre¬ 
cede  nts  :  that,  if  ift  ones  had  been  hitherto  uíed,  it 

- .  was 
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was  time  to  eítablifh  new  ones  that  were  good  :  that 
his  mafter  had  more  right  to  do  it  than  any  former 
king,  being  now  fucceffive  in  that  crown,  which  was 
before  eleótive  ;  and,  being  more  abfolute  in  his  do- 
minions  than  any  other  king  of  Chriítendom;  for  there 
was  now  nothino-  in  Denmark,  but  la  volonté  du  Roy 
[the  will  of  the  King  *,]  upon  all  which  he  faid  his  or- 
ders  were  pofitive,  and  he  could  not  proceed  without 
the  ftyle  he  pretended. 

Thefe  two  points  chiefiy  had  ohftruóted  the  final 
-agreement  about  the  powers  for  near  a  month  j  after 
which  we  prevailed  with  the  French  to  yield  to  new 
powers  for  Brandenburg,  upon  aflfurance  from  the 
Dutch  ambafiador  that  they  expeóled  no  fuch  preten - 
fion  for  any  other  of  their  Germán  allies  ;  but  that,  if 
any  fhould  be  raifed  and  rcfufed  by  France,  yet  that 
lbould  not  hinder  or  delay  the  Dutch  from  proceeding 
in  the  treaty.  The  Dane’s  pretence  about  the  lan- 
guages,  being  neither  countenanced  ñor  approved  by 
any  of  his  allies,  was  at  laft  y  ielded  by  him  ;  which  had 
been  better  never  ftarted,  as  having  loft  him  ground  in 
that  which  was  intended  by  it,  which  was  to  eítablifh 
the  principie  of  a  parity  among  crowned  heads. 

There  was  an  accident  happened  likewife  in  my  ab- 
fence,  which  had  raifed  great  heats  among  the  parties. 

Upon  count  Kinfki’s  arrival,  the  allies  began  their 
meetings  at  his  houíe  ;  by  which  they  hoped  to  govern 
the  general  refolutions,  and  keep  the  alliance  from 
breaking  into  any  feparate  pieces.  The  Dutch  ambaf- 
fadors,  who  pretended  to  influence  the  peace  more  than 
any  of  their  allies,  ítomached  the  count’s  defign  and 
carriage  at  thefe  conferences,  where  thev  faid  he  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  fole  diítator  ;  and  they  were  unwilling  to 
enter  into  plain  contradidtions,  or  the  fame  heats  at 
his  own  houfe  ;  upon  which  they  went  to  the  Stadt** 
houfe,  and  chofe  there  a  room  for  their  conferences 
arpong  all  the  allies,  which,  upon  the  firfl  praétice, 
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gave  great  offence  to  the  Frénela  ambaíTadors.  They 

1  a  1  !LWjS,a  byeach  uPon  t,ne  neutra  ity  of  the  place, 
eftabliíhed  by  the  aíTembly’s-being  there  ;  and  that  the 

lAitch  had  now  arrogated  to  thenafelves  the  difpofal 
ot  the  town-houfe,  without  common  agreement.  The 
J9utch  alledged,  the  roorns  they  had  taken  were  not 
belonging  to  the  town,  but  to  the  nobles  of  Guelder- 
land,  and  were  below  ftairs  •  and  that  all  above  re- 
naained  to  be  difpofed  of  ftill  by  the  mediators  for  the 
common  ule  of  the  parties  when  they  íhouíd  delire  it 
The  French  were  not  fatisfied  vvith  thefe  reafons,  and 
threatened  to  break  the  affenably.  We  at  laft  prevailed 
vvith  the  allies  to  íorbear  the  ufe  of  the  Stadthoufe,  till 
vve  drew  up  a  formal  propofal,  to  be  made  by  us  the 
mediators  to  all  parties,  defiring  them,  that,  for  their 
ea!e  and  convenience,  all  parties  would  meet  in  one 
room  at  the  Stadthoufe,  or  at  leaíl  the  two  alliances  in 
two  feverai  rooms,  whilft  we  íhould  meet  in  another, 
and  be  there  ready  to  perform  all  offices  between 
them.  l'his  laft  was  accepted,  and  we  deíigned  the 
leveral  rooms  for  ourfelves  and  the  parties  ;  but  were 
forced  to  find  two  rooms  for  the  French  and  Swedes 
to  meet  apart,  whofecompetition,  though  allies,  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  meet  in  one,  or  decide  it  by  lot,  as 
the  Spaniard  and  Dañe  had  done. 

y  nc.i  1  emamed  onedifficulty  more,  which  particu-* 
laily  concerned  lus  majefty.  Both  French  and  Spa- 
n;ards,_  as  well  as  Imperialifts,  had  iníifted,  even  with 
tuiu.uucn,  that  the  pope’s  mediation  íhould  bementi- 
oned  ¡n  tiie  new  povvers,  as  well  as  his  majefty’s.  The 
-wutch  atiCí  Dunes  both  had  abíolutely  refuled  to  treat 
upon  any  povvers  where  the  pope’s  mediation  íhould 
be  mentioned.  We  had  likewife  reprefented  to  them, 
how  great  adifference  there  was  between  his  majefty’s 
mediation,  that  had  been  accepted  by  all  parties, 
tK.d  the  popes,  that  had  been  lo  only  by  a  part 
cí  them  •,  and  the  very  meqtiqn  of  it  abíolutely  refuled 
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by  feveral  others,  to  be  admitted  into  the  powers : 
that  his  majefty's  mediation  had  propofed  the  place 
oí  treaty,  exchanged  the  paífports,  formed  the  aífem- 
bly,  managed  all  the  negotiations  in  it  fo  long,  with- 
out  the  appearance  of  any  miniíter  from  the  pope,  or 
knowledge  whether  he  would  be  received  if  he  carne, 
or  by  whom  his  mediation  would  be  accepted  or  em- 
ployed.  At  length  it  was  refolved,  that  the  mention 
of  his  majefty’s  mediation  alone  fhould  be  made  in 
the  feveral  powers :  and  fo  all  being  agreed,  about 
the  middle  of  February,  all  the  feveral  adts  were  fign- 
ed  and  put  into  our  hands,  and  by  us  exchanged 
among  the  feveral  parties. 

After  this  difpatch  of  all  preliminaries  to  the 
treaty,  the  feveral  parties,  by  agreement,  brought  into 
pur  hands  their  feveral  propofitions  or  pretenfions. 
TheFrench  feemed  intheirs  to  demand  nothing  of  the 
Emperor  and  of  Brandenburg,  but  the  entire  reftoring 
of  the  treaty  of  Muníter  ;  of  Spain,  the  retaining  ot 
all  they  had  conquered  in  this  war,  upon  the  Spaniards 
having  firít  broken  the  peace.  From  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  they  made  no  demand,  but  offered  them  the  re¬ 
ftoring  of  their  friendíbip/ and  that  they  would  hearken 
to  a  treaty  of  commerce.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Em- 
peror’s  demands  were,  that  France  fhould  reftore  tohim, 
to  the  Empire,  and  to  all  his  allies,  whatever  they  had 
taken  from  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  make 
reparation  for  all  damages  they  had  fuffered  in  it.  The 
Spaniards  demanded  all  the  places  they  had  loft,  and 
all  the  damages  they  had  fuffered  from  France  fince  the 
year  1665.  The  Dutch  demanded  fromFrance  the  re- 
ftitution  of  Maeftricht,  fatisfaftion  to  the  prince  of 
Orange  in  what  did  concern  the  principality  of  Orange, 
and  reglement  of  commerce,  with  a  renunciation  of 
all  pretenfions  each  party  might  have  upon  the  other. 
As  for  the  great  damages  they  had  fuftained,  they  faid, 

they 


39+  Mmairsfrom  1072  to  ¡6yg, 

figSx  g!lr„í„crí“i,pr’ Fo7¡d£d 

S^^rzysa  s? 
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coTt  any  ^  X'receiveTfrom 

-  íteroí  his  had  yetappeared  at  the  conorefs  ln- 

ífd’  thfir  pretenfions  againíl  Lorrain  hatfnever  yet 
Leen  made  fince  thedeath  oí  the  late  duke  and  wonH 
.ave  Leen  very  hard  to  draw  up  by  their  ableft  minif- 
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ermwf  '“pclme  them  and  referee  them  for  th¿ 

ícr  be  lrhP  ? 1  When  they  íll0l,ld  be  'abIc  co  pre- 
¿cribe,  lather  than  to  treat  them.  ^ 

By  thefe  propofitions  of  the  feveral  parties  it  eafilv 
appeared  ,0  the  World,  what  wife  men  fcnew  befcíe 

0°70f  ,'E  '  th"e  WCT<:  o(  a  p«ce,  from  the  moti- 
.  i!  1  t  ty  "?  che  preient  circumftances  of  affairs 

añdiíflóV '  Wa?,?,h0llr  to  ^  expefted  from  the  courfé 
1  influwnce  o.  future  events  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war. 

About  the  24th  of  February,  I  went  to  the  prince  at 

his  houíe  at  Soefdyck,  a  day’s  journey  from  Nime^uen 

upon  a  letter  from  his  highnefs  defiring  it  of  me  I 

had  about  a  week  before  written  to  hitn  by  the  kino-’s 

command ;  upon  which  his  highnefs  defired  to  fpeak 

wtth  me.  I  went,  andtoldhim  the  contenta  of  m y  M 

d.fpatch.  He  aiked  me,  whether  it  werefrom  the  kinl 

hmiiélr,  or  fiom  any  of  the  mimíters  ?  I  told  him  it 

was  from  fecretaryWilliamfon,  by  the  king’s  command, 
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The  prince  faid,  Then  he  knew  from  whence  it  carne; 
but  ho.vvever  defired  me  to  read  the  particulars  to  him ; 
which  were,  the  king’s  apprehenfion  of  a  miítake  i n 
the  prince,  becaufe  the  terms  mentioned  by  his  ma- 
jeíty  were  not  any  propofitions,  which  he  did  not  think 
his  part  to  make,  ñor  had  he  any  authority  for  it,  but 
only  a  piece  of  confidence  he  had  entered  into  with  the 
prince  :  next,  that  the  exchange  of  Cambray  was  only 
propofed  as  a  thing  to  be  wifhed,  that  fo  fix  towns 
might  be  reftored  to  Spain,  inftead  of  five  the  prince 
had  propofed,  which,  in  his  majeíty’s  opinión,  would 
make  a  kind  of  a  double  frontier  to  Bruífels,  and  fo 
leave  Flanders  fafer  than  by  the  prince’s  fcheme : 
therefore  his  majefty  defired  the  prince  would  think 
further  of  it,  and  not  let  it  fall  fo  fíat  as  he  did  by  his 
laíl  anfwer,  without  trying  what  it  would  be  beaten  out 
to  :  but  however  offered,  that,  if  his  highnefs  had  any 
other  propofition  to  make  to  France,  the  king  would 
very  readily  hand  it  over  to  them  in  the  beíl  manner 
he  could. 

Whilft  I  was  readíng  this  to  the  prince,  he  could 

hardly  hear  it  out  with  any  patience,  Sir  J —  W - ’s 

ftyle  was  always  fo  difagreeable  to  him  *,  and  he 
rhought  the  whole  caft  of  this  fo  artificial,  that  he 
received  it  at  firft  with  indignation  and  fcorn,  rather 
than  with  thofe  further  thoughts  that  were  defired  of 
him.  He  faid  the  ftyle  of  letting  itfall  fo  fíat,  was  my 
lord  Arlington’s  •,  and  the  double  frontier,  as  it  were, 
for  Bruífels,  were  fome  of  the  fecretary’s  crefme  fouettí 
[whipped  cream]  and  fit  for  children.  The  reít  he 
took  to  be  all  the  French  ambaífador’s,  who  would 
fain  continué  a  prívate  treaty  with  him  by  the  king’s 
hand,  while  his  mafter  went  into  the  field.  His  an¬ 
fwer  was  very  plain,  That  he  had  thought  enough  of 
it,  and  had  no  more  to  fay  at  this  time  :  that,  when  he 
fpoke  to  me  fo  lately  at  the  Hague,  he  believed  the 
peace  might  have  been  made,  and  upon  better  terms 
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than  he  propofed,  if  the  king  had  defired  thein  from 

™ce’  ,e'ther  uP°n  kindnefs  to  him,  or  upo n  the  in- 
rcfts  of  his  own  crowns  :  that  he  was  forry  to  finci 
the  king  s  thoughts  fo  different  from  his ;  and  that 
whenever  they  grevv  nearer,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
K  ;  fut.  he  looked  now  upon  the  campaign  as  beo-un 
and  believed,  at  the  time  we  talked,  the  guns  were 
playing  before  Valenciennes  :  that  he  faw  no  hopes 
of  a  peace,  but  expefted  a  long  war,  unlefs  Flanders 
,  0l,  be  lou,  and  ín  that  cafe  the  States  muft  make 
the  beít  terms  they  could  :  that  he  expefted  a  very  ill 
begmmng  of  the  campaign,  to  make  an  ill  figure  in  it 
nmfelf,  ana  to  bear  the  íhame  of  faults  that  others 
would  make  ;  but  if  theEmperor  performed  what  he 
liad  promifed,  the  campaign  might  not  end  as  it  bo¬ 
gan  :  that,  however,  lie  was  in,  and  muftgo  on, 
quavd  on  eft  a  la  grande  mejfe ,  en  y  ejl  [and  vvhen  one  is 
ar  high-maís,  one  is  at  it],  meaning,  I  fuppofe,  that 
one  muft  ftay  till  it  is  done,  becaufe  the  crowd  is  fo 
great  one  can  t  get  out :  that  he  gave  his  majeíty  thanks 
íor  las  ofFer  of  handingover  toFrance  any  propofition 
he  fhould  make;  but  that  never  was  his  meanino-  • 
Í0t  if  it  had,  he  could  eaílly  have  found  a  direéter  way: 
that  his  intention  was  only  to  enter  into  a  confidencé 
with  his  majeíty  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  peace,  andto 
ouc  it  whohy  to  him  ;  but  ií  any  thing  was  propofed 
by  the  king  to  France  otherwife  than  as  his  own 

thoughts,  it  muft  be  from  the  body  of  the  alliance, 
and  not  from  him. 

Afterthefe  diicourfes,  theprince  went  immediately 
away  foi  the  Hague,  and  I  returned  to  Nimeguen  ; 
where  all  negotiations  feemed  wholly  ata  ftand,  andfo 
continued  til)  towards  the  end  of  April.  In  this  time 
arrived  monfieur  Stratman,  one  of  the  Imperial  am- 
baífadors  ;  monfieur  Chriftin,  one  of  the  Spaniíh  ;  but 
he  and  Don  Pedro  having  only  the  charafter  of  pleni- 
potentiaries,  and  pretending  thereupon  the  treatment 

of 
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of  ambaíTadors,  and  the  French  and  Swedes  refufing 
it  to  that  charaéter,  tliey  continued  incógnito  till  the 
arrival  of  the  marquis  de  Balbaces. 

For  monfieur  Stratman,  upon  liis  notification  to  the 
feveral  ambaíTadors  (at  the  fame  time,  as  he  faid)  the 
Dañe  and  the  Swede  inade  him  firft  their  vifits,  and  af- 
ter  them  the  French  :  whereupon,  having  firft  made  his 
to  the  mediators,  he  returned  tliem  to  the  Swede,  .the 
Dañe  being  out  of  town  ;  after  which  he  fent  to  de- 
mand  an  hour  of  the  French  ;  but  monfieur  D’Eftrades 
returned  him  aníwer,  that,  having  failed  ot  the  refpedt 
due  to  the  king  his  mafter,  they  would  not  admit  of 
any  vifit  from  him.  Hereupon  monfieur  Kiníki  and 
monfieur  Stratman  defired  us  to  aík  upon  what  point 
the  French  refufed  their  vifit,  faying,  it  could  be  upon 
no  otherbut  a  pretence  of  preferencetoall  other  crowns, 
and  expeéling  the  firft  vifits  to  be  made  to  the  French, 
though  other  ambaíTadors  had  firft  vifited  the  Impe- 
rialifts.  This  they  defired  much  the  French  would 
avow,  believing  it  would  embroil  them  with  the 
Swedes  as  well  as  with  us,  who  they  knew  would  de¬ 
clare  againft  any  fuch  pretence.  But  the  French,  upon 
our  application  from  the  Imperialifts,  kept  ftanch  to 
their  firft  anfwer,  that  monfieur  Stratman  avoit  manque 
du  refpett  au  roy  leur  maijlre  [had  been  wanting  in  the 
refped  due  to  the  king  their  mafter]  that  he  had  done 
it  in  feveral  points,  and  knew  very  well  in  what :  and 
further  than  this  they  would  notenter  into  the  matter, 
but  continued  pofitive  in  refufing  the  vifit. 

Whilft  fuch  matters  as  thefe  helped  to  amule  the 
congrefs,  and  keep  them  in  countenance,  the  efíential 
parts  of  the  treaty  were  managed  in  the  field:  France 
had  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  blocked  up  Cambray; 
and  Valenciennes  about  the  end  ofFebruary.  Having 
provided  fufficient  magazines  in  the  winter  tor  the  íub- 
íiftence  of  their  forces,  they  began  to  break  into  Flan  - 
ders,  and  into  the  parts  of  Germany,  on  the  other  fide 
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[Íct  ??? a?-^  wi.thra11  tbe  mo^  cruel  ravages  of  burn-' 

exIrdfedfPanrl  ?  ^  f?  °f  Germany  th^  could  be 

fide  f  ncí’  th?d  £  35  had  n0,C  yetbeen  ufed  on  either 
lince  the  war  began.  The  allies  made  complaints 

ed  hk  'nCm  mannei"  °t  Zar  t0  hÍS  mílJefty  i  who  employ- 
ed  his  offices  towards  France,  to  hinder  fuch  profecu- 

tion  oí  a  q uar reí,  while  a  peace  vvas  treating  under  his 

mediation :  But  the  thing  was  done,  and  their  point 

was  gamed ;  which  was,  by  an  entire  ruin  of  the 

country  to  hinder  the  Imperialifts  from  findino-  any 

fubfiftence  for  their  troops,  if  they  íhould  march  into 

Aliace,  and  thereby  divert  thofe  forces  that  the  French 

refolved  to  employ  this  fpring  in  Flanders,  before  the 

Dutch  could  take  the  field  and  march  to  the  relief  of 

tnoie  places  they  intended  to  attack. 

About  the  feventeenth  of  March, 'the  king  of  France 
t°°,  Valcnciennes ;  having  furmounted  the  very forcé 
oí  the  feafons,  andfat  down  before  it  about  the  beo-in- 
mngofthat  month.  ^  From  thence  he  marched  with  a 
rnighty  army,  and  laid  fiege  to  Cambray  with  one  part 
oí  it,  and  to  St.  Omer  with  theother,  under  the  duke 
oí  Orleans.  After  five  days  fiege  from  the  openino-  of 
the  trenches,  he  took  Cambray,  like  all  the  other  Spa- 

rnín  towns,  by  furrender  upon  arricies ;  but  the  citadeí 
iield  out  for  fome  days  longer. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch,  having  received  their 
payments  due  from  Spain,  and  finding  the  French  to 
go  on  with  their  defign  upon  Flanders,  whilíl  the  treaty 
ler ved  but  for  an  amufement,  refolved  to  go  on  with 
the  war  for  another  campaign  ;  being  kept  up  to  this 
refolution  by  the  vigour  of  the  prince  of  Orano-e,  in 
prefiing  them  upon  the  obfervance  of  their  treaties,  and 
purfuit  of  their  intereft,  in  the  defence  of  Flanders. 
Upon  the  firft  motion  of  the  French,  the  prince  had 
begun  to  prepare  for  that  of  his  troops  likewife,  and 
preífed  the  Spamards  to  have  theirs  in  readinefs  to  join 
him  j  and  with  all  imaginable  endeavours  provided 

for 
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for  the  lubíiftance  of  his  army  in  their  march  through 
Flanders,  which  the  Spaniards  had  taken  no  care  of. 
But  with  all  the  diligente  and  application  that  could 
be  ufed,  he  could  not  come  to  the  relief  either  of  Va- 
lenciennes  or  Cambray  ;  but  with  part  of  the  forces  of 
the  States  alone,  and  without  either  troops,  orfo  much 
asguides,  furnifhed  him  by  the  Spaniards,  he  march¬ 
ad  dire¿lly  towards  St.  Omer,  refolute  to  raife  that 
fiege  with  the  hazard  of  a  Ijattle,  at  what  difadvantage 
íoever.  The  dulce  of  Orléans,  leaving  a  fmall  partof 
his  troops  to  defend  his  trenches  before  St.  Omer, 
marched  to  meet  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  upon  the 
way  was  re-inforced  by  monfieur  de  Luxemburgh  with 
all  the  troops  the  French  lcing  could  fend  out  of  his 
army,  leaving  only  enough  to  continué  the  fiege  before 
the  citadel  o!  Cambray.  Thefe  armies  met,  and  fought 
with  great  bravery  at  Mont-Caífel,  where,  after  a  fharp 
difpute,  the  Hríl  regiment  of  the  Dutch  infantry  began 
to  break,  and  fall  into  diforder:  the  prince  went  im- 
mediately  to  that  part  where  the  íhake  began,  rallied 
them  feveral  times,  and  renewed  the  charge,  but  at 
laft  was  borne  down  by  the  plain  fíiglit  of  his  men, 
whom  he  was  forced  to  refift  like  enemies,  and  fall  in 
among  them  with  his  lword  in  his  hand  •,  and,  cutting 
the  firít  crofs  the  face,  cried  out  aloud,  Coquin ,  je  te 
marquerai  au  moins ,  a  fin  de  te  faire  pendre  [rafcal,  I’ll 
fet  a  mark  on  thee  at  leaft,  that  I  may  hang  thee  after- 
wards.]  Voice  ñor  aótions,  threats  ñor  examples,  could 
give  courage  to  ni  en  that  had  already  loft  it ;  and  fo  the 
prince  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  ftream  that  carried 
him  back  to  the  refb  of  his  troops,  which  yet  ílood 
firm-,  with  whom,  and  what  he  could  gather  of  thofe 
that  had  been  routed,  he  made  a  retreat  that  wanted 
lítele  of  the  honour  of  a  viótory  ;  and  will,  by  the 
confeífion  of  his  enemies,  malee  a  part  of  that  great 
charafter  they  fo  juftly  allow  him.  The  fafety  of  the 
Dutch  army,  upon  this  misfortune,  was  by  them  whol- 
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!n  °Ied  t0  hrS  hlgh"efs’s  condutft  as  well  as  braverv 

Om  he  C^UKC  0t  Íh,1S  a6bon  ’  after  which>  bóth  St. 
er  and  the  citadel  of  Cambray  were  furrendered  ro 

•ue  kren.  about  the  twentieth  of  ApriJ,  with  which 

tnc  Spamards  loft  the  main  ftrength  of  their  frontier  of 

f  Janders  on  that  fide  fas  they  had  done  that  on  the 

other  fide  by  Aeth  and  Charleroy  in  the  former  war) 

andall  the  hopes  of  raiíing  any  contributions  inFrance 

wlnch  was  a  great  part  of  the  fubfiftance  of  the  Spaniíh 

troops  ;  fo  as  there  now  remained  nothing  of  frontier 

confiderable,  befides  Namur  and  Mons  to  the  land 

Oftend  and  Newport  to  the  fea ;  and  the  reft  of  the 

opaniíh  N  etherlands  confifted  only  of  great  towns,  by 

which  no  íefiílance  could  be  hoped  for  vvhenever  the 

French  Ihould  think  fit  to  attackthem,  and  could  fpare 

men  enough  to  garrifon  them  when  they  ihould  be  ta- 

§reatne^s  thole  towns,  and  multitude 
ot  inhabitants,  and  their  invetérate  hatred  to  the  French 
government,  was  fiich,  as  without  very  great  garrí- 
ibns  they  could  not  be  held,  unlefs,  upon  one  fudden 
conqueft  and  great  revolution,  the  whole  Spaniíh  Ne- 
therlands  ihould  become  French,  and  thereby  be 
made  a  new  frontier  towards  the  Dutch  and  Germans, 
and,  like  a  new  conqueft,  the  feat  of  their  arrnies. 

T.  his  the  Spaniards  thought  would  never  be  fuffered, 
neither  by  England  ñor  Holland  ;  and  fo  they  feemed 
to  have  abandoned  the  fate  of  Flanders  to  their  care, 
with  a  refignation  that  became  good  Chriftians,  rather 
than  good  reafoners.  For  I  have  long  obferved,  from 
all  I  have  feen,  or  heard,  or  read  in  ftory,  that  no¬ 
thing  is  fo  fallacious,  as  to  reafon  upon  the  counlels 
or  conduft  of  princes  or  ftates,  from  w-hat  one  con- 
ceives  to  be  the  true  intereft  of  their  countries  ;  for 
there  is  in  all  places  an  intereft  of  thofe  that  o-overn, 
and  another  of  thofe  that  are  governed  :  nay,  °among 
thefe,  there  is  an  intereft  of  quiet  men,  that  defire  on^ 
ly  to  keep  what  they  have  j  and  another  of  unquiet 

men, 
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roen,  who  defire  to  acquire  what  they  have  not;  and 
by  violent,  if  they  cannot  by  lawful  means.  There- 
fore  I  never  could  find  a  better  way  of  judgino*  the 
refolutions  of  a  ftate,  than  by  the  períonal  temper  and 
underftanding,  or  paffions  and  humours,  of  the  princes, 
or  chief  miniíters,  that  were  for  the  time  at  the  head 
of  affairs.  But  the  Spaniards  reafoned  only  from  what 
they  thought  the  intereft  of  each  country.  They  knew 
Holland  would  favc  Flanders,  if  they  could,  and  Eng- 
land  they  were  fu  re  could  if  they  would,  and  believed 
would  be  brought  to  it  at  laft  by  the  increafe  of  the 
danger,  and  forcé  of  their  own  intereft,  and  the  hu- 
mour  of  the  people.  In  this  hope  or  prefu mption  they 
were  a  great  deal  flattered  by  their  miniíters  then  in 
England,  Don  Bernard  de  Salinas  envoy  from  Spain, 
and  Fonfeca  coníul  there  ¿  who  did  indeed  very  indu- 
ftriouíly  foment  the  heats  that  began  about  this  time  to 
appear  in  the  parliament,  upon  the  appreheníions  of 
the  Frenchconqueftsboth  in  Flanders  and  Sicily  :  which 
movea  them,  about  the  end  of  March,  to  make  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king,  reprefenting  the  progreftes  of  France, 
and  defiring  his  majefty  to  put  a  ftop  to  them,  before 
they  grew  dangerous  to  England,  as  well  as  to  their 
neighbours.  Don  Bernard  de  Salinas  told  fome  of  the 
commons,  that  the  king  was  very  angry  at  this  ad- 
drefs,  and  had  faid  upon  it,  that  the  authors  of  it 
were  a  company  of  rogues  •  which  made  a  great  noife 
in  the  houfe  oí  commons.  The  king  relented  it  as  a 
piece  of  malice  in  Salinas,  or  at  leaft  as  adeíign  to  in¬ 
flame  the  houfe  ;  and  thereupon  ordered  him  tobepart 
the  kingdom  within  certain  days.  Yet,  about  a  month 
after,  the  parliament  made  another  addrefs,  upon  the 
fame  occaíion  •,  defiring  his  majefty  to  make  a  league 
ofien íi ve  and  defenfive  with  the  States-General,  for  op- 
pofing  the  progrefs  of  theFrench  conquefts.  This  his 
majefty  received  as  an  invaíion  of  his  prerogative* 
Vol.  II  D  d  ^  '  ° made 
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nuu,L  an  angr7  anfwer,  andprorogued  theparlia- 
ijiCitt  till  tiie  winter  folio wing. 

Fiovvevcr,  t  ranee  had  fo  much  regare!  tothejealou- 
lies  raifed  both  in  England  and  Holland,of  their  defio-n- 
lng  an  entire  conqueíl  of  Flanders,  that,  after  havíno* 
gamed  thofe  three  importan t  frontier-towns  fo  early  in 
tne  jpring,  and  diíperfed  his  army  after  that  expedi- 
ti°n,  that  king  returned  home;  writ  to  his  majefty, 
tnai  to  fhew  he  had  no  intention  to  conquer  Flanders, 
bui  only  to  make  a  general  peace,  he  was  contented, 
nOcVvithílanümg  tne  great  advantages  and  forces  he  had 
at  prefent,  to  make  a  general  truce,  in  cafe  his  ailies 
°we^e?  W0ly;‘  sgree  to  it ;  which  he  defired  his  ma- 
jeíty  to  iniorm  himfelf  of,  lince  he  had  not  convenience 
of  domg  it,  íor  want  of  liberty  of  couriers  into  Sweden. 

Thecontents  of  this  letterwere  pronedby  theFrench 
ambaíTadois  at  Nfimeguen  among  the  íeveral  nuniíters 
til!  tiiey  found  it  had  an  eíiedt  contrary  to  what 
was^intended,  and  was  taken  by  ali  for  too  grofs  an 
artince.  It  paíled  very  ill  with  moníieur  Van  Bever- 
ning  himlelí,  who,  of  all  others  there,  was  the  m  o  li¬ 
pa  filena  te  íy  bent  upon  the  peace.  But  he  faid  openly 
opon  tn;s,  that  the.  French  wereto  be  commended,  who 
never  negleáled  any  thingof  importance,  ñor  fo  much 
as  of  amufement  :  that  F ranee  had  given  their  blow, 
tino  would  now  hinderthe  ailies  íromgivmg  theirs :  that 
tiie  referve  or  Sweden’s  coníent  was  an  eafy  way  of 
^oidn íg  tn  e  truce,  it  the  ailies  ihould  accept  it:  that 
tnis  itfelf  could  not  be  done,  becaufe  Flanders  would 
be  left  fo  open,  as  to  be  eafily  fwallowed  up  by  the  next 
invaiion,  having  no  frontier  on  either  fide :  that  the 
towns,  now  poíTeíTed  by  France,  would  in  the  time  of 
a  truce  grow  abfolutdy  French,  and  fo  the  harder  to 
be  reíiored  by  a  peace  or  a  war  :  that,  for  his  part,  he 
defired  the  peace  ;  contrary  to  the  politics  of  moníieur 
*  Van  Beuninghen,  and  the'other  minifters  of  the  ailies 
in  iongland ;  aíürming  al  way  s,  that,  notwithílanding 
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all  their  intrigues  and  intelligences  there,  he,  moníieur 
Van  Beverriing,  was  afiured,  that  his  majeíty  would 
not  enter  into  the  war,  to  lave  the  laft  town  in  Flan- 
ders.  This  confidence  made  him  purlue  all  the  ways 
rowards  a  peace,  and  by  paces  which  lome  thought  for- 
warder  than  his  commiííion,  and  very  i  11  con  ce r ted 
with  thofe  of  his  allies.  About  the  middle  or  April, 
he  brought  us  the  projeft  oía  treaty  o í  commerce  both 
for  France  and  Svveden,  and  defired  we  would  makethe 
communication  of  them  •,  which  we  did  íor  form, 
though  we  knew  that  thofe  minifters  had  been  before 
poíleíled  of  them  from  the  Dutch  ambaífadors  them- 
íelves.  And,  fome  few  days  after,  they  entered  into 
conferences  upon  this  projedt  at  the  French  ambaíia- 
dor’s  houfe,  whom  they  found  very  eafy  in  the  ternas 
the  Dutch  infifted  on  for  their  commerce,  which  was 
all  that  could  make  any  difliculty  between  them. 

1677.  About  the  end  of  April,  the  minifters  of  the 
allies  carne,  and  prefented  us  their  feveral  anfwers  in 
writing  to  the  French  propofttions  •,  which  they  offered 
to  leave  with  us,  whenever  we  fhoulci  afilare  them  that 
the  French  and  Swedes  were  ready  with  theirs.  Upon 
this  communication  given  to  the  French,  they  were  po- 
íitive  to  give  no  anívver  in  writing,  ñor  to  receive  any, 
alledging  both  reafon  and  example  for  their  opinión  ; 
this  from  the  praótice  of  the  Munfter-treaty,  that  from 
the  danger  of  the  inveíHve  ftyle  or  language  that  are  apt 
to  enter  into  the  writings  of  each  party  upon  fuch  oc- 
cafions.  The  allies  were  for  fome  time  as  peremptory 
in  their  refolution  of  deliveringr  their  anfwer  in  writ- 
ing  ;  but  both  at  laft  agreed  upon  the  expedient  we 
propofed,  of  didlating  to  us  what  they  intended  fhould 
be  faid  to  the  other  party,  of  our  fetting  the  íubftance 
eiown  in  writing,  and  reading  it  over  to  them  firft  who 
diftated  to  us.  Ib  as.  they  might  be  iudges  whether  we 
had  rightly  apprehendecl  and  expreíled  their  meaning  *, 
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and  yet  the  thing  might  go  in  our  ftyle,  and  not  in 
theirs ;  by  which  all  íharpnefs  and  provocation  would 
be  avoided. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  arrived  prefident  Canon, 
envoy  from  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  put  his  mafter’s 
pretenfions  into  our  hands  ;  upon  which  the  allies  ex¬ 
peded  a  return  of  thofe  from  France  upon  that  duke, 
no  roorn  being  now  left  for  delaying  them  from  the 
want  ot  a  minifter  upon  the  place  :  but  the  French 
faid  very  plainly,  it  was  a  matter  they  were  not  inftruót- 
ed  in  ;  which  the  allies  received  with  great  ftomach, 
and  perpetual  complaints  to  us  the  mediators  ;  all 
profeífing  they  were  refolved  not  to  proceed  in  the 
treaty,  without  carrying  on  the  interefts  of  that  duke, 
an  equal  pace  with  their  own. 

About  the  end  of  May,  arrived  the  pope’s  Nuncio  •, 
whereupon  the  Swediíh  and  Danifh  ambaffadors  refort- 
ed  immediately  to  us,  defiring  to  know  how  we  intend¬ 
ed  to  carry  ourfeíves  in  what  regarded  that  minifter; 
profeífing  themfelves  to  be  much  in  pain,  being  oh 
one  íide  very  much  preífed,  the  Swedes  by  the  French, 
and  the  Danés  by  thelmperialiíls  and  Spaniards,  to  the 
interchange  at  leaft  of  common  ceremonies  and  civili- 
ties  with  a  minifter  for  whorn  they  all  with  emulation 
profeííed  fo  great  refpeót  and  deference :  on  the  other 
fide,  the  Swedes  and  Danés  pretended  neither  to  have 
inftruótion  ñor  cxample  from  their  refpedlive  courts, 
to  determine  them  in  this  matter;  but  faid  they  were 
refolved  to  obferve  and  coníider  the  fteps  that  fhould 
be  made  by  us.  We  cut  the  buíinefs  very  íhort,  and 
áte lared  to  them  our  refolution  to  have  no  fort  of  com- 
merce  with  the  pope’s  Nuncio,  either  in  the  affairs  of 
our  funftion,  cr  in  matters  of  ceremony ;  and  told 
them,  our  orders  from  court  were  fo  precife  in  this 
poinr,  that  they  would  admit  of  no  debate.  The 
next  day,  mcnfieur  Colbert  and  monfieur  D’Avaux 
carne  formally  to  give  us  part  of  the  Nuncio’s  arrival, 

and 
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and  of  his  defire  to  make  us  his  firft  compliments,  i f 
he  might  know  they  would  be  received  :  our  anfwer 
to  them  was  the  faine  we  had  made  to  the  Swedes  and 
Danés ;  and,  foon  after,  all  the  minifters  of  proteft- 
ant  prinóes  at  Nimeguen  refolved  to  follow  our  exam" 
pie,  and  to  have  no  commerce  at  all  with  the  Nun¬ 
cio. 

About  the  fame  time,  after  many  meflages  carrled 
by  us  betvveen  the  parties,  they  were  perfuaded  at  laft 
into  the  agreement  of  delivering  and  exchanging,  by 
our  hands,  their  anfwers  to  each  others  propoíitions  in 
writing,  tho*  without  pretending  to  purfue  that  me- 
thod  in  the  fucceeding  paces  of  the  negotiation,  Ñor 
was  there  need  of  that  caution,  for  this  í  take  to  have 
been  the  laft  pace  of  any  free  and  general  negotiation 
between  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war  and  in  the  trea- 
ty  j  ñor  were  the  anfwers  any  thing  nearer  agreeing, 
than  the  firft  propofitions. 

The  laft  day  of  May,  arrived  the  marquis  de  Bal- 
baces,  firft  ambafifador  from  Spain  *,  and,  about  the 
fame  time,  my  lord  Berkley  returned  into  England, 
where  he  languiíhed  out  the  reft  of  the  fummer,  ana 
died. 

About  the  7th  of  June,  the  Dutch  ambafiadors 
brought  us  the  projedt  of  a  treaty  between  them  and 
France,  digefted  and  extended  in  all  its  forms  and  ar¬ 
ricies  ;  and  told  us  foon  after,  they  had,  in  a  confer- 
ence  upon  it  with  the  French  ambafladors,  agreed  in 
a  manner  all  the  points  of  it -,  at  leaft,  that  there  re- 
mained  buttwo,  which  concerned  commerce  only,  un- 
determined  between  them,  which  they  doubted  not 
would  be  agreed  likewife  upon  return  of  the  French 
difpatches  from  court :  that,  after  their  bufinefs  was 
ended,  they  would  perform  the  beft  offices  they  could 
between  their  allies  and  the  French.  And  indeed,  by 
the  beginning  of  July,  all  points  were  accordingly 
apreed  between  the  French  and  Dutch,  and  monfieur 

D  d  3  Van 
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"Van  Beverning  began  to  play  the  part  of  fomething 
moie  tnan  a  mediator  ;  preffing  on  his  allies  towards  a 
peace  vvith  paces  very  earneít  and  fomethin<y  rough, 
and,  as  fonre  believed,  more  than  he  had  order  for 
írom  his  mafters,  who  yet  pretended  to  iiold  hands 
with  their  ailies.  But  moníieur  Van  Bevernino-  pro* 
fexTed  to  believe,  that  their  friends  at  the  Hague  were 
impofed  opon  by  Van  Beuninghen  and  the  Spanífh  mi- 
ndvers  at  London,  who  iti  11  animated  them  with  lio  oes 
cí  the  king  s  entering  ¡nto  the  war,  orat  leaft  preferib¬ 
les  a  plan  oi  the  peace  to  be  received  by  all  parties  ; 
wnich  Van  Bevermng  believed  neither  one  ñor  the  other 
oí;  and  pretended  to  be  morally  aífured  of  his  opini¬ 
ón,  and  thereupon  grcunded  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
a  peace.  1 

.  In  this  month,  the  duke  of  Zell  began  to  make  a 
offenaing  the  five  thouíand  men  he  had  pro- 
rnned  to  the  allies,  vvithout  lome  new  ftipulations ;  and 
the  French  offered  a  guaran ty  to  the  houfe  of  Lunen- 
burg  of  all  their  conquefts  on  the  Svvede  in  Bremen, up¬ 
on  a  neutrality  to  be  declared  by  thofe  dulces ;  which 
began  to  give  great  umbrages  to  the  ailies,  as  well  as 
tii^  Swedes,  or  ^ome  teparate  mealures  hice  to  be  con- 
cluded  between  France  and  the  whole  houfe  of  Brunf- 
"vviCK.  The  Dutch  ambaíladors  were  likéwiíein  pain, 
upon  new  intelligence,  both  from  Vienna  and  Madrid’ 
about  a  feparate  peace  being  treated  between  Don  John 
and  the  French,  with  an  exchange  of  the  Spaniíh  Ne- 
thenands  ror  whatíhuuld  be  reftored  them  in  RouíTillon 
and  Sicily.  The  minifters  of  the  confederares  made 
great  inftances  in  England,  that  his  majefty  would  re- 
cali  his  troops  that  were  in  the  French  fervice,  attribu- 
ting  mofe  of  their  fucceffes  in  Germany  to  the  braverv 
of  thofe  Engiiíh  regiments.  But  his  majefty  excufed 
it  upon  the  equality  of  a  Mediator,  fince  there  were 
Engiiíh  troops  of  greater  number  in  the  fervice  of  the 
allies :  who  took  this  aníwer  however  for  an  ill  íign  of 

that 
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that  proíecution  which  they  hoped  from  his  majefty 
for  the  relief  of  their  languifhing  affairs.  The  hopes 
of  t hofc  great  aftions  promifed  by  the  Imperialifts  this 
fummer  011  the  Rhine  began  to  Hat,  their  troops  find- 
ing  no  fubfiftance  in  thofe  countries,  which  had  been 
wholly  aefoiatedby  the  French  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  to  prevent  their  march.  The  prince  of  ürange 
obferving  all  thefe  circumftances,  and  forefeeing  no  re- 
fource  for  the  intereft  of  the  allies,  unlefs  from  his  ma¬ 
jefty  ;  and  that  it  was  likely  to  prove  an  unactive  fum¬ 
mer  in  Flanders,  the  French  refolving  not  to  come  to  a 
battle,  and  he  not  able  to  form  a  ñege,  and  oppofe  a 
French  army  that  íhould  cometo  relieve  it;  hefentmon- 
íieur  Bentinck  over  into  England  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  to  defire  his  majefty’s  leave  that  he  might 
make  a  journey  thither  fo  foon  as  the  campaign  ended. 
He  received  a  civil  anfwer  ;  but  with  wiíhes  from  the 
king,  that  he  would  firíl  think  of  making  the  peace, 
and  rather  defer  his  journey  till  that  were  concluded. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  my  fon  carne  over  to 
me  at  Nimeguen,  and  brought  me  íetters  from  my 
lord  treafurer,  to  fignify  his  majtfty’s  pleaftire  that  I 
íhould  come  over,  and  enter  upon  the  fecretary  of 
ftate’s  office,  which  Mr.  Coventry  had  offered  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  lay  down  upon  the  payment  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  :  that  the  king  would  pay  half  the  rnoney, 
and  I  muir  lay  down  the  reft  at  prefent ;  though  h h 
lordíhip  did  not  doubt  but  the  king  would  find  the 
way  of  eafing  me  in  time  of  that  too.  I  writ  imme- 
diately  to  my  lord  treafurer  to  make  my  acknowledge- 
ment  to  his  majefty  ;  but  at  the  lame  time  my  excuíes, 
that  I  was  not  in  a  condition  to  lay  down  fuch  a  fum, 
*my  father  being  ftill  alive,  and  keeping  the  eftate  of 
the  family  ;  and  defiring  that  the  king’s  intention. 
might  at  leaft  be  refpited  till  he  faw  how  the  prefent 
treaty  was  like  to  determine.  In  return  of  my  Íetters, 
on  the  fecond  oí  July,  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  the  king’s 

D  d  4  mellen- 
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íigence^arriwH11^  xr C  expreí"s’  and  making  great  dí- 
iettv’s  comm  d/C  NimeSuen’  and.brought  me  his  ma- 

ihich  he  Ef  t0  reFir  immediately  over  in  a  yacht 

tíú s  coL.n/5?  f°\?Lirpofe  for  me  5  5n  obedie¿e  to 
this  command  1  left  Nimeguen,  but  without  any  cere- 

mony,  prctending  only  a  fudden  journey  to  England 

but  faying  nothmg  of  the  occaiion,  further  than°to  my 
neareít  fncnds.  v 

At  my  arrival,  tire  Jring  aflsed  me  many  qrreffions 
about  myjourney,  abone  the  congrefs,  draping  uS  fo 
rpendmg  him  fo  much  moray,  and  doiní  nSthin e- 

and  he°Uh  S'r  mj”1'  a,klní  me  how  1  bred  him’ 
and  how  he  paffid  among  ,he  ambaffadors  cherer  and 

[fo  Pfofones  opon  thatfubje.it.  Afreragood  deal 

whíhehad  f  “fnverfit!on"  told  láñete  for 
at  he  had  ient  for  me  over,  and  that  it  was  what  he 

had  long  intended;  and  I  was  not  to  thank  him,  be- 

ÍTre  hCTr’in?'  kn°W  aY  ^  elfe  t0  bring  ¡"to  that 
p  ace.  I  rold  his  majefty,  that  it  was  too  great  a  com- 

P  !fient  w  T’  bVt  Was  a  very  511  one  t0  my  country, 
and  which  I  thought  it  did  not  deferve :  that  I  believ! 

ed  there  were  a  great  many  in  it  fit  for  that,  or  any 

other  place  he  had  to  give ;  and  I  could  ñame  two  in 

a  breath  that  I  would  undertake  íhould  make  betterfe- 

cretanes  of  ftate  than  I.  The  king  faid,  ‘  Go,  get  you 

.  Pne  Sh^en  5  we  íhall  have  no  good  of  you  till  you 
have  been  there-,  and,  when  you  have  refted  yourfelf 
come  up  again.’  I  never  faw  him  in  better  humour’ 
Jior  ever  knew  a  more  agreeable  converfation  when  he 
was  lo;  and,  where  he  was  pleafed  to  be  familiar 
great  quickne.s  of  conception,  great  pleafantnefs  of 
wit,  with  great  vanety  of  knowledge,  more  obferva- 
tion  and  truerjudgment  of  men,  than  one  would  have 

ÍSneí-by-f°  ^fueIeíS-  fd  eafy  a  manner  as  was  na¬ 
tural  to  him  in  all  he  faid  or  did.  From  his  own  tem- 

P,er’  he  dePin:d  n°thing  but  to  be  eafy  himfelf,  and 
thatevery  bodyelle  íhould  be  fo ;  and  would  have  been 

giad 
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phá  to  fee  the  leaft  of  his  fubjeíts  pleafed,  and  to  re- 
fuíe  no  man  what  he  aíked.  But  this  foftnefs  of  tcm- 
per  made  him  apt  to  fall  into  the  perfuafions  of  who- 
ever  had  his  kindnefs  and  confidence  forthe  time,  how 
difieren  t  foever  from  the  opinions  he  was  of  before ; 
and  he  was  very  eafy  to  change  hands,  when  thefe  he 
employed  feemed  to  have  engaged  him  in  any  difficul- 
ties  :  fo  as  nothing  looked  íteadv  in  the  condudt  of 
his  affairs,  ñor  aimed  at  any  certain  end.  Yet  fure  no 
prince  has  more  qualities  to  make  him  loved,  with  a 
great  many  to  make  him  efteemed,  and  all  without  a 
grain  of  pride  or  vanity  in  his  whole  conftitution:  ñor 
can  he  fuffer  fiattery  in  any  kind,  growing  uneafy  upon 
the  firít  approaches  ofit,and  turningit  off  to  fomething 
elle.  But  this  humour  has  made  him  lofe  many  great 
occafions  of  glory  to  himfelf,  and  greatnefs  to  his  crown, 
which  the  conjunótures  of  his  reign  confpired  to  put 
into  his  hand  •,  and  have  made  way  for  the  afpiring 
thoughts  and  defigns  of  a  neighbour  prince,  which 
would  not  have  appeared,  or  could  not  have  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  world,  without  the  applications  and  arts  em¬ 
ployed  to  m anage  this  eafy  and  inglorious  humear  of 
the  king. 

I  ftaid  two  days  at  Sheen,  in  which  time  fome  of 
fecretary  Coventry’s  friends  had  prevailed  with  him  not 
to  part  with  his  place,  if  he  could  help  it,  unlefs  the 
king  would  let  him  recommend  the  perlón  to  fucceed 
him,  who  íhould  pay  all  the  money  he  expefted,  and 
which  the  king  had  charged  hirníelf  with.  When  I 
carne  to  town,  the  king  told  me  in  his  cloiet  all  that 
had  paífed  between  him  and  Mr.  Coventry  the  day  be¬ 
fore  upon  this  occafion :  that  he  did  not  underítand 
what  he  meant,  ñor  what  was  at  the  bottom  ;  for  he 
had  firíl  fpoke  to  his  majefty  about  parting  with  his 
pdace,  faid  his  health  would  not  go  through  with  it, 
made  the  price  he  expeíted  for  it,  and  concluded  all 
before  he  had  fent  for  me  over  :  that  now  he  pretended 
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he  did  not  mean  to  quit  it,  unlefs  he  might  prefent  one 

wJnw'a  nmV!nd  he  h°Ped  he  had  not  deferved 
,  majen/  íhould  turn  him  out.  But  the  kina  faid 

upon  it,  that  under  favour,  he  was  refolved  to  take 

un  at  his  Word;  and  to  he  had  told  him,  and  left 
,  to  digeft  it  as  he  could.  Üpon  this  I  reprefented 
to  the  king,  how  oíd  and  true  a  íervant  Mr.  Coventrv 
had  been  of  his  father  and  him ;  how  well  he  had 
ferveu  him  in  this  place;  how  well  he  was  able  to 
do  n  íhll  by  the  great  credit  he  had  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  where  the  king’s  great  bufinefs  lay  in  the 
1  ¿  ate  of  fus  revenue  ;  how  iil  iuch  a  treatment 
womd  agree  with  his  majefty’s  nature  and  cuítoms  : 
and  tor  my  own  part,  that  it  would  be  a  oreat  favour 
to  me  to  refpite  this  change,  till  he  faw  what  was  Jike 
to  become  of  the  treaty,  or  the  war ;  and  thercfore  I 
oegged  oí  him  that  he  would  not  forcé  a  good  fecre- 
tai  y  ou  t,  and  perhaps  an  ill  one  in,  againíl  both  their 
wilJs;  but  let  Mr.  Coven try  keep  it,  at  leaft  til!  he 
«eemed  more  willing  to  part  with  it.  The  king  faid, 
Vvell  then,  he  would  let  it  alone  for  the  prefent,  but 
cud  not  doubt,  in  a  littie  time,  one  or  other  of  us 
would  change  our  mind. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  defign  of  my  journey  was 
known,  my  lord  Arlington  and  others  ftill  aílcing  me 
when  they  íhould  give  me  joy  of  it,  and  many  makino- 
applications  to  me  for  places  in  the  office,  wnich  madl 
the  court  uneaíier  to  me,  and  increafed  my  known  hu- 
moui  of  loving  the  country,  and  being  as  much  in  it 
as  .1  could.  However,  when  í  carne  to  court,  the  kino- 
fell  often  inio  converlation  with  me,  and  often  in  his 
clofet  alone,  or  with  none  other  prefent  befides  the 
dukeor  my  lord  treaíurer,  and  often  both.  The  fub- 
jecl  of  thefe  converfations  was  ufually  the  peace,  and 
the  prince  of  Orange’s  journey  into  England.  *  The 
king  always  expreffed  a  great  delire  for  the  firft,  but 
not  at  alí  for  the  other  till  that  was  concluded.  He 

faid. 
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•faicl  his  parliament  would  never  be  quiet  ñor  eafy  to 
]¡¡m  whilé  the  war  laíted  abroad  :  they  liad  got  it  in- 
to  their  heads  to  draw  him  into  it,  whether  he  would 
or  no  :  that  they  pretended  public  ends,  and  dangers 
from  France,  and  títere  might  be  both  meant  by  a  great 
many  honeft  men  among  them  •,  but  the  heats  and 
diftempers  of  late  liad  been  raifed  by  lome  íadlious 
leaders,  who  thought  more  of  themfelves  than  of  any 
thing  elle,  liad  a  mind  to  engage  him  in  a  war,  and 
then°leave  him  in  it,  tinlefs  they  might  have  their  terms 
in  removing  and  filling  of  places ;  and  he  was  very 
loth  to  be  fo  much  at  their  merey,  as  he  íhould  be  if 
he  were  once  engaged  in  the  war  :  that,  befides,  he 
faw  the  longer  it  continued,  the  worfe  it  would  be  for 
the  confederares  •,  more  ofFlanders  would  be  loíteve- 
ry  day ;  the  conduít  of  Spain  muft  certainly  ruin  ail 
in  time  •,  and  therefore  he  would  fain  have  the  prince 
make  the  peace  for  them,  if  they  would  not  do  it  for 
themfelves  :  that,  if  he  and  the  prince  couíd  fall  into 
the  terms  of  it,  he  was  íure  it  might  be  done.  And, 
after  feveral  difeourfes  upon  this  fubjeft  for  near  a 
month,  his  majefty  at  laft  told  me,  he  liad  a  great 
mind  I  íhould  make  a  íhort  turn  to  the  prince,  and 
try  if  1  cculd  perfuade  him  to  it-,  and  affure  him,  that, 
after  it  was  agreed,  he  íhould  be  the  gladdeft  in  the 
world  to  fee  him  in  England.  The  duke  and  my  lord 
treafurer  both  preíied  me  upon  the  fame  point ;  but  I 
told  them,  at  a  long  conference  upon  it,  how  often  I 
liad  been  employed  upon  this  errand  to  the  prince, 
how  unmoveable  I  had  found  him,  and  how  fure  I  was 
to  find  him  foftiil,  unlefs  the  king  would  confider  of 
another  feheme  for  the  peace  than  had  been  yet  pro- 
poíed  to  him,  and  wherein.he  might  reckonupon  more 
fafety  to  Flanders,  as  well  as  to  his  own  honour  :  that 
I  had  fpent  all  my  íhot,  and  was  capable  of  faying  no 
more  to  him  than  I  had  done,  in  obedience  to  all  the 
ipftru&ions  I  had  received ;  that  his  anfwer  liad  been 

poíitive  i 
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pofuive  ;  fo  that  fome  of  my  good  friends  at  court 
pretcnued  they  liad  been  rny  own  thoughts  rather  than 
t  le  punce  s  .  that  I lis  majefty  would  do  well  to  try  an- 
other  hand,  and  he  would  the  betterknow  rhe  prince’s 
mind,  i 1  bis  anfwers  were  the  farne  to  both  ;  if  not, 
he  would  at  leaft  know  how  ill  I  had  ferved  him.  The 
king  faid,  it  was  a  thing  of  confidence  between  him 
and  the  prince,  and  muft  be  fo  treated,  and  he  knew 
no  body  he  had  befides  to  fend.  I  told  him,  if  he 
pleafed  1  would  ñame  one  :  he  bid  me ;  and  I  faid  Mr. 
Hide  was  idie  ever  fince  his  return  from  Nimeguen,  had 
been  enteredinto  the  commiílion  of  themediators  there, 
ítaid  with  us  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  might  pretend 
to  return  thither  to  exercife  the  fame  funftion  in  my 
abfence,  fince  the  commiffion  run  to  any  two  of  the 
number,  and  might  take  the  prince  ofOrange’s  camp 
in  his  way  toNimeguen,  perform  the  king’s  commands 
to  his  highnefs,  inform  himfelf  of  his  laft  refolution 
upon  thelubjeél  of  the  peace,  go  on  to  Nimeguen  with 
out  giving  any  jealoufy  to  the  allies,  or  without  the 
noife  that  my  going  would  make,  fince  Sir  Lionel  had 
wnt  to  court  and  tome,  that Moníieur  Van  Beverning 
had  delired  all  paces  fhould  ftop  there  till  my  return, 
which  he  heard  would  be  fudden,  and  that  the  king 
would  fend  by  me  his  own  plan  of  the  peace.  The 
duke  fell  in  firft  to  the  propofal  of  Mr.  Hide’s  go¬ 
ing;  and,  after  fome  debate,  the  king  and  my  lord 
t  re  a  fu  re  r,  and  that  it  fhould  be  as  foon  as  poffible. 
He  was  fent  for  accordingly,  and  difpatciied  away  in 
all  points  as  I  had  propofed.  Pie  found  the  prince  at 
the  camp,  but  unmoveable  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace 
upon  the  terms  his  majefty  had  thoughts  of  proceed- 
ing;  gave  account  of  all  that  pafled  in  that  cor.fer- 
ence  to  the  king,  and  went  ftraight  away  toNimeguen, 
and  writ  me  word  of  his  converlation  with  the  prince, 
and  that  he  never  faw  fuch  a  firmnqfs  in  any  man. 

I  knew 
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I  knew  Mr.  Hide’s  going  to  refide  at  Nimeguen 
would  be  of  great  comfort  and  íupport  to  Sir  Lionel, 
who  was  in  perpetual  agonies  (as  his  word  was)  after  he 
was  left  alone  in  that  ftation  having  ever  lo  much 
diftruft  of  his  own  judgment,  that,  though  he  had 
the  greateíl  defire  that  could  be  to  do  well,  yet  lie  ma- 
ny  times  could  not  refolve  how  to  go  about  it;  and 
was  often  as  much  perplexed  about  the  little  pundhlio  s 
of  vifit  and  ceremony  that  were  left  to  buiy  that  em- 
baíTy,  as  if  greater  affairs  had  ftill  attended  it.  Bebdes, 
he  lay  under  the  lafh  of  fecretary  Williamfon,  who, 
upon  oíd  grudges  between  them  at  Cologne,  never  fail- 
ed  to  lay  hold  of  any  occafion  he  could  to  cenfure  his 
conduft,  and  expofe  it  at  the  foreign  committee,  where 
his  letters  were  read  to  his  majefty.  It  happened 
about  this  time,  that  the  Spanifh  ambafiadors,  firft  ap- 
pearing  in  public  upon  a  new  commiílion  to  all  three, 
gave  immediate  notice  of  it  to  the  Imperialiíts,  who 
made  their  vifit  upon  it,  and  were  within  two  hours 
revifited  by  the  Spaniards.  After  which,  they  fent 
their  formal  notifications  to  all  the  other  ambafíadors, 
and  to  the  mediators  in  the  firft  place.  Sir  Lionel  was 
in  pain,  having  orders  to  pretend  the  firft  rank  of  re- 
fpeéf  before  the  Imperialifts  as  well  as  other  ambaf- 
fadors  there  and  not  to  yield,  if  he  carne  in  competi- 
tion.  He  had  likewife  another  order,  which  was, 
that  upon  matters  in  ceremony,  doubtíul,  and  not  ad- 
mitting  the  delay  of  new  orders,  he  íhould  confult  witii 
the  other  ambafiadors,  eípecially  French  and  Swedifh, 
who  ufed  to  carry  thofe  points  the  higheft,  and  govern 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  by  precedents  and  examples. 
He  coníulted  both  thefe  ambafíadors,  whether  he 
íhould  vifit  the  Spaniards,  after  their  having  givcn  the 
firft  notice  to  the  Imperialifts :  and  they  concluded, 
that  he  íhould  firft  know  of  them,  whether  it  was  done 
in  form,  as  to  ambafíadors  in  general-,  or  whether  it 
was  upon  the  account  of  the  near  aliiance  in  blood  be¬ 
tween 
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tW?  houfes  of  Auftria:  that,  if  ¡t  were 
e  íi  u,  uc  ought  not  to  vifit  them,  as  having  put  a 

dm-eipecl  opon  the  mediado»,  and  diftinguiíhed  the 
Lmperor  from  all  the  other  crowned  heads,  who  haci 
yielded  the  precedence  wholly  to  them  *,  which  they 
would  not  have  done,  if  the  Emperor  had  refufed  it. 
uiu,  if  the  Spaniards  affirmed  it  was  only  upon  the 
nearneís  of  blood  between  them,  none  of  the  other 
ambafíadors  need  take  any  notice  of  it,  fince  the  fame 
nad  Deendone  between  thofe  two  crowns  atMunfter up¬ 
on  the  fame  icore  ;  which  being  there  declared,  it 
gave  no  oífence  to  the  mediators,  though  they  were 
tne  pope’s  Nuncios,  with  whom  there  was  otherwi fe 
no  competition.  Sir  Lionel  was  fatisfied  by  the  Spani¬ 
ards  (who  gave  it  him  in  writing)  that  the  vifits  were 
made  only  upon  the  fcore  of  kindred,  as  at  Munfter  ; 
ana  thereupon  made  them  hís  viíir,  and  received  theirs: 
íor  which  he  was  íharply  reproved  by  fecretary  Wiili- 
amíbn  s  letter  upon  it,  who  had  reprefented  it  to  the 
king  as  a  difobedience  to  a  pofitive  order,  and  giving 
up  the  point  to  the  Imperialifts.  But,  being  at  court 
ioon  after  thefe  diípatches,  I  endeavoured  to  juftify 
my  collegue’s  intentions  and  his  proceedings,  by  íliew- 
mg  that  he  had  conformed  to  his  other  orders  of  con- 
fulting  tne  other  ambaífadors,  and  proceeding  accord- 
mg  to  the  beíl  precedent,  which  was  that  of  Munfter  ; 
and  that,  if  he  had  broken  with  the  Spaniards  upon 
uno  point,  he  would  have  provoked  the  Imperialifts  to 
declare  their  refolution  of  not  yielding  to  the  media¬ 
tors,  upon  which  the  other  ambaftadors  would  recall 
theconceílion  which  they  had  already  madein  this point, 
and  fo  hazard,  if  not  lofe,  the  poífeffion  his  majefty 
was  in,  of  the  firft  refpeft  given  to  his  mediation. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  fatisfy  his  majefty  and  his 
minifters,  and  to  obtain  orders  for  his  gracious  par- 
don  to  oe  íent  to  Sir  Lionel  (for  they  would  furfer  it 
to  run  in  no  other  termsj)  for  which,  however,  the 

poor 
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poor  gentleman  made  as  great  acknowledgments,  as  if 
his  fault  had  been  much  greater  and  worie  meant. 

The  reft  of  this  fummer  paffed  without  any  further 
,  paces  made  in  the  congrefs  a t  Nimeguen  ;  where  the 
mefíages,  carried  and  returned  about  the  bufinefs  of 
Lorrain,  ferved  to  keep  the  mediators  in  countenance, 
and  no  more.  The  whole  body  of  the  allies  preíTecl 
for  an  anfwer  from  the  French  to  that  duke’s  preten- 
fions,  delivered  in  by  prefident  Canon.  The  French, 
after  their  former  exception  of  his  wanting  a  minifter 
there,  raifed  another  to  llave  off  thefe  inílances  of  the 
allies,  and  declared  they  could  give  no  anfwer  about 
Lorrain,  till  the  bifhop  of  Strafburg’s  agents  were  re¬ 
ce  i  ved  by  the  allies  •  upon  which  the  Emperor  made  an 
invincible  difficulty,  declaring  he  would  never  treat 
with  a  vafial  of  his  own  :  and,  in  thefe  conferences  a- 
bout  Lorrain,  the  French  ambalTadors  began  to  infi- 
nuate  to  the  mediators,  that  their  maíler  never  intend¬ 
ed  that  to  be  treated  as  a  principal,  but  only  as  an  ac- 
ceífary  to  the  treaty. 

In  Auguft  arrived  at  Nimeguen  the  bifhop ofGurck, 
chief  of  the  Imperial  embalfy  ;  and  count  Antoine, 
of  that  from  Denmark  :  the  firíl  was  immediately  vi- 
fitecl  by  the  Spanifh  ambalTadors,  and  returned  it;  af¬ 
ter  which  he  fent  his  notifications  to  the  mediators,  and 
from  them  to  the  other  ambalTadors  ;  upon  which  no 
difficulty  was  made  by  them,  fince  the  bifhop  made 
the  lame  declaration  the  Spaniards  had  done  before  up¬ 
on  the  like  occafion,  that  the  firft  vifits,  paffing  be- 
tween  the  miniílers  of  the  two  houfes  of  Auftria,  were 
vifits  of  kindnefs  and  confanguinity,  and  not  of  cere¬ 
ra  my.  But  count  Antoine  fell  into  endlefs  difficulties 
upon  his  firft  arrival.  He  intended  to  have  fent  his 
firft  notifications  to  the  mediators,  as  others  had  done  ; 
but  the  Imperialiíls,  having  notice  of  this  intention,  fent 
him  direót  word,  they  expeóted  the  firíl  refpeól  íliould 
be  given  the  Emperor  j  and  tlfis  was  the  firíl  time  they 

owned 
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owned  that  pretenfion,  in  prejudice  o f  the  honour  hl- 
therto  done  ro  the  king’s  mediation.  Count  Antoine 
ent  monfieur  Heug,  his  collegue,  to  acquaintthe  me- 
ciators  with  this  incident,  and  defire  them  to  find  out 
lonie  expedient :  they  excufed  themfelves,  alled°ino- 
their  pofitive  orders  to  exped  the  firft  notificaron  t 
the  Danés  were  as  unwilling  to  difoblige  his  majefty 
as  the  Emperor ;  and  found  no  temper  in  this  matter 
after  nuny  offcred  both  by  Frene!,  and  Durch  ambS 
fadors  i  lo  that  count  Antoine  refolved  to  leave  it  un- 
decided,  and  to  give  no  notifications,  or  receive  or 
make  any  vifits,  but  however  affifted  at  the  conferen- 
ces  among  the  allies,  and  made  a  part  of  all  the  even- 
ing  entertainments,  at  play  and  in  converfation,  in 
the  apartments  of  the  feveral  ambaíTadrices ;  and 
this  courfe  he  obferved,  during  his  ftay  at  Nimeguen, 
which  was  leven  or  eight  months  :  for  the  reft,  a  per- 
fon  very  much  eífeemed  for  his  generous  qualities,  and 
gentlemanly  humour  and  converfation,  and  yieldin»  to 
none  upon  the  place  in  the  greatnefs  and  fplendotTrof 
his  equipage  ;  wherein  the  marquis  de  Balbaces  and 

count  Antoine  leemect  to  diftinguiíh  themfelves  frotn 
all  the  reft. 

About  the  end  of  July,  the  prince  ofürange  made 
an  attempt  upon  Charleroy,  rather  than  a  fiege.  This 
liad  been  before  concerted  with  the  duke  oí  Lorrain, 
wno  made  amien  of  entering  into  Champagne,  on  pur- 
poíe  to  draw  olí  the  f  rench  torces  from  attending  the 
prince’s  motions  and  defign  upon  Charleroy.  The 
prince  had  ¡topes  to  take  it  by  furprize ;  but  found 
them  of  the  garrifon  upon  their  guard,  and  very  ftrong, 
as  vvell  as  the  place,  which  had  been  fortified  with  all 
the  forcé  of  art  and  expence  that  could  be  employed 
upon  a  place  of  that  compafs.  He  fat  down  before  it, 
and  wouid  have  befieged  it  in  form,  if  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  could  have  diverted  the  French  army  from  re- 
lieving  it;  but  monfieur  de  Louvois,  withgreat  dili- 

gence. 
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gence,  leaving  the  maríhal  deCrequi  with  forcé  enough 
toface  that  duke,  afíembled  a  very  great  armyfor  the 
relie  f  of  Charleroy ;  upo n  approach  whereof,  the  prince 
called  a  council  of  war,  to  refolve  whether  to  march 
and  fight  the  French  army,  or  raife  the  fiege.  The 
laíl  was  refolved,  upon  debate  at  the  council,  and  ac- 
cordingly  executed,  and  therewith  ended  this  cam- 
paign  in  Flanders.  But  this  march  and  retreat  of  the 
prince  palfed  not  without  many  refleótions,  not  only 
among  the  allies,  but  in  Uolland  too,  as  if  he  had  gi*- 
ven  over  the  defign  upon  fome  intelligences  and  ex¬ 
preses  between  him  and  the  king  about  this  time. 
Moníieur  Bentinck  had  gene  over  and  returned  with¬ 
out  any  body’s  knowing  his  bufinefs  :  my  lord  Cííory 
happened  to  arrive  in  the  camp,  the  day  before  the 
council  of  war  upon  which  the  íiege  was  raifed  :  which 
made  many  think,  fomething  his  lordfhip  brought 
from  England  was  the  occafion  of  it.  But  I  could 
never  find  there  was  any  thing  more  in  his  journey 
than  the  hopes  of  leeing  a  battle  (which  was  ever  a 
particular  inejination  of  my  lord  Oífory)  and  a  caft  of 
rpy  lord  Arlington  to  preíerve  himfelf  in  the  princeps 
favour  and  confidence  as  much  as  he  could,  by  my 
lord  Oílbry’s  keeping  cióle  to  him  at  a  time  when  he 
faw  the  bufinefs  of  Chriítendom  roll  lo  much  upon  the 
perlón  of  the  prince. 

About  this  time,  theafíembly  atNimeguen  feemed 
jn  danger  of  beihg  broken  by  a  paffionate  motion  the 
Swedes  made  in  it.  There  had  been  a  long  conteíl  frnce 
it  firft  began,  between  the  Swedes  and  Danés,  about 
f reedorn  of  paffage  for  the  Swedifh  couriers  through 
theDanifn  territories,  for  managing  the  correfponden- 
cies  neceüary  with  their  court.  T.  he  Danés  pretended 
the  example  of  France,  who  refufed  the  fame  liberty 
to  the  Spaniards.  7  his  difpute  had  been  managed  by 
many  mefiages,  wherewith  themediators  had  been  charg- 
ed  between  the  p ardes,  wherein  the  allies  of  both  fides 
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took  equal  part.  Sometimes  the  matter  had  bcen 
treated  with  veryprefling  inftances,  andfometimes  with 
fainter  *,  fometimes  almoftlet  fall,  and  then  again  re- 
fumed  ;  and  thus  for  above  a  year  paft  :  but,  about 
this  time,  the  Swedes  come  to  the  mediators,  defire 
their  offices  once  more  to  the  Danés  upon  this  fubjedt, 
and  declare,  that,  without  this  liberty  inflfted  upon  ib 
longfor  their  couriers,  they  find  themfelves  incapable 
ofgiving  advices  necefiary  to  their  court,  or  receiving 
orders  neceflary  from  it ;  and  that,  without  it,  they 
muíl  be  forced  to  leave  the  afíembly.  This  refolution 
of  the  Swedes  continued  for  fome  time  fo  peremptory, 
that  it  was  expeóted  to  come  to  that  ifíue  ;  but  after 
fom efongue  fpent  for  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
upon  this  occafion,  and  fome  temperament  found  out 
by  the  Dutch  for  the  fecure  and  fpeedy  paífage  of  all  the 
Svveciifh  difpatches  by  Amílerdam,  thofe  ambafladors 
began  to  grow  íoft  and  calm  again,  and  to  go  on  their 
ufual  pace.  Soon  after,  the  French  ambafladors,  who 
had  treated  the  Swediíh  affairs  and  minifters  with  great 
indifterency  and  negledt  in  this  treaty  (declaring  to 
monfieur  Van  Beverning,  their  mafter  would  not  part 
with  one  town  in  Flanders,  to  reftore  the  Swedes  to  all 
they  had  loft)  began  wholly  to  change  their  language, 
and  fay  upon  all  occafions,  that  Francecould  notrnake 
a  peace  without  the  full  fatisfaólion  and  reftitution  of 
the  Swedes ;  and  it  was  difcourfed,  that  the  French 
and  Swedes  had  entered  into  a  new  aliiance  at  París 
to  this  purpofe  :  and  fome  b  el  i  e  ved,  it  was  by  concert 
between  them,  that  this  atteinte  was  given  by  the 
Swedes  to  the  congrefs  ;  that  the  French  had  at  that 
time  a  mind  to  break  it,  andto  enterinto  a  treaty  with 
Spain  under  the  pope’s  diredlion,  and  at  Roine,  not 
knowing  to  what  meafures  his  majefty  might  be*  in- 
duced  upon  the  progrefs  of  the  French  conquefts,  and 
the  diftempers  raifed  in  his  parliament  upon  that  occa¬ 
fion,  But,  this  guíl  blown  over,  all  v/as  becalmed  at 
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Nimeguen  ;  fo  that  monfieur  Olivecrans  Jefe  that  place 
about  the  end  of  Auguft,  upon  a  journey  to  Sweden. 

Till  chis  time  the  motions  of  bufiuefs  had  been  re- 
ipited  in  the  afiembly  npon  a  general  expeftation  that 
the  king  was  fending  me  over  fuddenly  with  the  plan 
of  a  peace  that  lie  refolved  fhould  be  made,  and  to 
which  it  was  not  doubted  but  all  parties  would  yield, 
whatever  it  was-,  fo  great  a  regare!  was  held,  onall  fides, 
of  his  majefty’s  will  and  power.  But  a  greater  ftop  was 
yet  given  to  all  further  paces  there  by  the  prince  of 
Orange’s  journey  into  England,  about  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember  1677,  which  wholly  changed  the  feene  of  this 
treaty,  and  for  the  prefent  carried  it  over  to  London, 
and  left  all  other  places  at  a  gaze  only,  and  in  expecta¬ 
ción  ofwhat  fhould  be  there  agitated  and  concluded. 

C  FI  A  P.  III. 

The  prince,  like  a  hafty  lover,  carne  pofl:  from 
Harvvich  to  New-market,  where  the  court  then 
was,  as  a  feafon  and  place  of  country  fports.  My  lord 
Arlington  attended  his  highnefs  at  his  aíighting,  mak- 
ing  his  pretence  of  the  chief  confidence  with  him  ;  and 
the  court  expefted  it  upon  his  alliance  and  journies 
into  Holland.  My  lord  treafurer  and  I  went  together 
to  wait  on  him,  but  met  him  upon  the  middle  of  the 
ftairs,  in  a  great  crowd,  coming  down  to  the  king. 
He  whiipered  to  us  both  together,  and  faid  to  me, 
that  he  muft  defire  me  to  anfv/er  for  him  and  my 
lord  treafurer  ene  to  another,  fo  as  they  might  from 
that  time  enter  both  into  buílnefs  and  converfation, 
as  if  they  had  been  of  a  longer  acquaintance  ;  which 
was  a  wife  ftrain,  confidering  his  lordíhip’s  credit  in 
court  at  that  time,  and  was  of  great  ufe  to  the  prince 
in  the  couríe  of  his  affairs  then  in  England  *,  and  though 
it  rriuch  íliocked  my  lord  Arlington  and  his  frienás, 
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yet  i t  could  not  be  wondered  at  by  fuch  as  knew  what 
had  paíled  ot  late  between  the  prince  and  him,  with 
whom  he  only  lived  in  common  forms  during  his  ílay. 
He  was  very  kindly  received  by  the  king  and  the  duke, 
who  both  invited  him  often  into  difcourfes  of  bufinefs, 
which  they  wondered  to  fee  him  avoid  ordivert  indu- 
ftrioufly,  fo  as  the  king  bid  me  find  out  the  reafon  of  it, 
The  prince  told  me,  he  was  refolved  to  fee  the  young 
princefs  before  he  entered  into  affairs  ;  and  to  proceed 
in  that,  before  the  other  of  the  peace.  The  king 
laughed  at  tais  piece  of  nicety,  when  I  told  it  him  ; 
but  however,  to  humour  him  in  it,  faid  he  would  go 
fome  days  fooner  than  he  had  intended  from  New- 
market ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  prince,  upon  his  arrival  in  town,  and  fight  of 
the  princefs,  was  fo  pleafed  with  her  perfon,  and  all 
thoíe  figns  offuch  a  humour  as  had  been  defcribed  to 
him  upon  former  inquiries,  that  he  immediately  made 
his  íuit  to  the  king  and  the  duke  ;  which  was  very  well 
received  and  aíTented  to,  but  with  this  condition,  that 
the  terms  of  a  peace  abroad  might  be  firít  agreed  on 
between  them.  The  prince  excufed  himfelf,  and  faid 
he  muít  end  his  firít  bufinefs  before  he  began  the  other. 
The  king  and  duke  were  both  pofitive  in  their  opini¬ 
ón  ,  and  the  prince  refoiute  in  his  •  and  faid  at  laít, 
that  his  allies  who  werelike  to  have  hard  terms  of  the 
peace  as  things  then  ítood,  would  be  apt  to  believe 
that  he  had  made  this  match  at  their  coít,  and,  for  his 
part,  he  would  never  feil  his  honourfora  wife.  This 
prevailed  not,  but  the  king  continued  fo  pofitive  for 
three  or  four  days,  that  rny  lord  treafurer  and  I  began 
to  doubt  the  whole  bufinefs  would  break  upon  this 
punétilio.  About  that  time  I  chanced  to  go  to  the 
prince  after  fupper,  and  found  him  in  the  woríl  hu¬ 
mour  that  I  ever  faw  him  :  he  told  me,  he  repented 
he  had  ever  comeinto  England,  and  refolved  he  would 

o  J 

ílay  but  two  days  longer,  and  then  be  gone,  if  the 

king 
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kino-  continued  in  his  mind  of  treating  upon  the  peace 
before  he  vvas  married  ;  but  that,  before  he  went,  the 
king  muft  chufe  how  they  fhould  live  hereafter,  for  he 
was  fure  it  muft  be  either  like  the  greatcft  friends,  or 
the  greateft  enemies  •,  and  defired  me  to  let  his  majefty 
know  fo  next  morning,  and  give  hitn  an  account  of 
what  he  fhould  íay  upon  it.  I  did  fo,  early  in  the 
morning ;  told  the  king  all  the  prince  had  faid  to  me 
the  night  before,  and  the  ill  confequences  of  a  breach 
between  them,  coníidering  the  ill  humour  of  fo  many 
of  his  fubjeóts  upon  our  late  meafures  with  France,  and 
the  invitations  made  the  prince  by  feveral  of  them, 
during  the  late  war.  The  king  heard  me  with  great 
attention  ;  and,  when  I  had  done,  laid,  4  Well,  I  ne- 
4  ver  yet  was  deceived  in  judging  of  a  man’s  honefty 
4  by  his  looks  (of  which  he  gave  me  fome  examples) 

4  and,  if  í  a  ni  not  deceived  in  the  prince’s  face,  he  is 
c  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world,  and  I  wiil  truft  him, 
c  and  he  íhall  have  his  wife,  and  you  íliall  go  immedi- 
4  ately  and  tell  my  brother  fo,  and  that  it  is  a  thing  I 
4  am  refolvedon.5  1  did  fo,  and  the  duke  at  firft  feemed 
a  little  furprifed-,  buc,  when  I  had  done,  he  faid,  c  The 
4  kingíhalí  be  obeyed,  and  1  would  be  glad  all  hisíub- 
4  jeíls  would  learn  of  me  to  obey  him  :  I  do  tell  him 
4  my  opinión  very  freely  upon  any  thing  •,  but  when 
4  that  is  done,  and  í  know  his  pleafure  upon  it,  I  obey 
4  him.5  From  the  duke  I  went  to  the  prince,  and  told 
him  myftory,  which  he  couldat  firft  hardly  beiieve,  but 
embraced  me,  and  faid  I  had  made  him  a  very  happy 
man,  and  very  unexpedtedly  :  and  fol  left  him  to  give 
the  king  an  account  of  what  had  pafied,  and  in  the  prin- 
ce’s  anti-chamber  met  my  lord  treafurer,  and  told  him 
the  ftory,  who  undertook  to  adjuft  all  the  reft  between 
the  king  and  the  prince  *,  which  he  did  fo  well,  that 
the  match  was  declared  that  eveningat  the  committee, 
before  any  other  in  court  knew  any  thing  of  it  *,  and 
next  day  it  was  declared  incouncil,  and  received  there 
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and  every  where  elfe  in  the  ldngdom,  with  the  moít 
umverial  joy  that  ever  1  iaw  any  thing  in  the  kino-’s 
reign.  i  he  French  ambafiador  and  my  lord  Arling- 
ton  appeared  the  only  two  perfons  unfatisfied  uponlc 
at  court ;  the  firft  not  knowing  how  he  íhould  a'nfwer 
it  to  his  maíler,  that  an  affair  of  that  importance  íhould 
pafs  without  his  communication,  much  lefs  advice,  in 
a  court  where  nothing  before  had  done  fo  for  m’any 
years  ;  and  my  lord  Arlington,  that  it  íliould  país 
without  his  knowledge,  who  ftill  endeavourecl  to  keep 
up  che  coui  t-opinion  or  his  coníidence  with  the  prince ; 
who  told  me  the  compliment  his  lordíhip  had  tríade* 
hiin  upon  n,  that  iome  things  good  in  themíelves  were 
fpoiled  by  the  manner  of  doing  them,  as  fome  thino-s 
bad  were  mended  by  it ;  but  he  would  confefs  this  was 
a  thing  fo  good  in  itfelf,  that  the  manner  of  doino-  it 
could  not  ipoil  it.  0 

Within  two  or  three  days  the  marriage  was  confum- 
mated,  and  immediately  after,  they  fell  into  the  de¬ 
bates  upon  the  terms  of  the  peace  ;  to  which,  as  to 
that  of  the  matcli,  none  but  my  lord  treafurer  and  I 
were  admitted.  The  prince  infifted  hard  upon  the 
ílrength  and  enlargement  of  a  frontier  on  both  fides  of 
Flanders;  without  which,  France,  he  faid,  would 
end  this  war  with  the  view  of  beginning  another,  and 
carrying  Flanders  in  one  campaign.  The  king  was 
content  to  leave  that  bufineís  a  little  looíerj  upon  the 
coníidence  that  France  was  fo  weary  oftlus  war,  that, 
if  they  could  get  out  ot  it  with  honour,  they  would 
never  begin  another  in  this  reign  ;  that  the  king  grew 
paft  his  youth,  and  lazy,  and  would  turn  to  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  court,  and  building,  and  leave  his  neio-h- 
bours  in  quiet.  The  prince  thought  France  could  not 
make  a  peace  now,  but  to  break  the  preíent  confede- 
racy,  and  to  begin  another  war  with  more  advantage 
and  furprize  ;  that  their  ambition  would  never  end 
till  they  had  all  Flanders  and  Germany  to  the  Rhine, 
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and  thereby  Holland  in  an  abfolute  dependence  upon 
them  *,  which  wouldleave  them  in  an  ill  condition,  and 
us  in  no  good  one  ;  and  that  Chriftendom  could  ñor 
be  left  fafe  by  the  peace,  without  fuch  afrontier  as  he 
propofed  for  Flanders,  and  the  reftitution  of  Lorrain, 
as  well  as  what  the  Emperor  had  loft  in  Allace.  Upon 
this  I  told  the  king,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  i 
had  never  obferved  men’s  natures  to  alter  by  age  or 
fortunes  5  but  that  a  good  boy  made  a  good  man  •,  and 
«  a  young  coxcomb,  an  oíd  fool ;  and  a  young  fripon, 
an  oíd  knave ;  and  that  quiet  fpirits  were  fo,  young 
as  well  as  oíd,  and  unquiet  ones  would  be  ib,  oíd  as 
well  as  young  :  that  I  believed  the  King  of  Franco 
would  always  have  fome  bent  or  other,  fometimes  war, 
fometimes  love,  fometimes  building  ;  but  that  I  was 
ofthe  princeps  opinión,  that  he  would  make  peacewith 
a  defign  of  a  new  war,  after  he  had  fixed  his  conqueíl 
by  the  laft  :  and  the  king  approved  what  i  faid.  The 
points  of  Lorrain  and  Alface  were  eafily  agreed  to  by 
the  king  and  duke  ;  but  they  would  not  hear  of  the 
county  of  Burgundy,  as  what  France  could  never  be 
brought  to,  though  the  prince  infifted  much  upon  it ; 
fo  as  the  king  imagined  he  was  touched  by  the  intereffc 
of  his  own  lands  in  that  country  (which  are  greater 
and  more  feigneurial  than  thofe  of  the  crown  of  Spain 
there)  and  thereupon  told  him,  that  for  his  lands  he 
would  charge  himfelf  with  either  his  enjoying  them  as 
fafely  under  France,  as  Spain  ;  or,  if  he  íhould  rather 
chufe  to  part  with  them,  than  have  that  dependence, 
he  would  undertake  to  get  him  what  price  he  íhould 
himfelf  valué  them  at.  But  the  prince  anfwered  brifk- 
ly  and  generoufly,  that  he  íhould  not  trouble  himfelf 
ñor  the  peace  about  that  matter  •,  and  that  he  would 
be  contení  to  lofe  all  his  lands  there,  to  get  one  good 
town  more  for  theSpaniards,  upon  the  frontier  of  Flan¬ 
ders.  So  all  difficulties  began  to  termínate  upon  what 
was  efteemed  neceffary  there.  This  admitted  great  de- 
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bate.*  ‘-'-'-Ktn  fhe  king  and  prince  ;  one  pretendin» 
Flanee  wouid  never  be  brought  to one  feheme ;  and 
tñe  other,  that  Sp;  m  wouid  never  coni'ent  to  theother 
,,  at  íf  vyas  2greed,  that  the  peace  íhould  be  madé 
£pon. thefe  terms:  to  be  reíiored  by  France  to  the 

•ÍMiipjre  and  Ernperor  that  had  been  taken  in  the  war  - 
tne  duchy  oí  Lorrain  to  that  duke  ;  and  all  on  both 
nc.es  between  France  and  Holland  ;  and  to  Spain  the 
towns  or  Aeth,  Charleroy,  Oudenarde,  Courtray,  Tour- 
nriy,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  St.  Ghiílain,  and  Binch. 
r  ‘at  V  ::  Pnnce  íbould  endeavour  to  procure  the  eon- 
lent  °*‘Sfai,>  anclhls  majefty  that  ofFrance ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  íhould  fend  lome  perfon  immediately  over 
witn  the  propoíition,  who  íhould  be  inílructed  to  en- 
ter  mto  no  reaíbmngs  upon  ir,  but  demand  a  poíitive 
anfwerm  twodays,  and  after  thatterm  immediately  re- 
turn.  The  queftion  was,  Who  íhould  go?  and  my  lord 

i** .  i  none  elle  had 

bcen  acquainted  with  the  debate  of  this  buíinefs.  The 

prince  faid,  It  muft  be  I,  for  my  lord  treafurer  could 
not  be  lpared;  and  it  muft  be  fome  perfon  upon  whofe 
judgment  and  truth  he  could  rely,  as  to  the  intentions 
oí  that  court.  The  king  ordered  me  to  be  ready  in 
tvvo  days,  which  I  was  ;  and  the  evenino-  before  I  was 
rogo,  meeting  his  majefty  in  the  park,°he  cailed  me 
to  nim,  and  a  little  out  oí  countenance,  told  me  he 
lad  been  thinking  of  my  journey  and  my  errand,’and 
how  unwelcorne  I  íhould  be  in  France  as  well  as  my 
meiiage;  and,  having  a  mina  to  gain  the  peace,  he  was 
unwilíing  to  anger  them  more  than  needs.  Befides 
tne  thing  being  not  to  be  reafoned  or  debated,  any 
oody  elfe  wouid  ferve  the  turn  as  well  as  I,  whom  li¬ 
bad  other  ufe  of;  and  therefore  he  had  been  thinking 
to  fend  lome  other  perfon.  I  faw  he  doubíed  I  wouid 
taKe  itill;  but  told  him,  and  very  truly,  he  wouid  do 
me  the  greateft  pleafure  in  the  world  ;  for  I  never  had 
lefs  mind  to  any  journey  in  my  Sife,  and  íhould  not 
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have  accepted  it,  but  m  perfeft  obedience.  The  king, 
that  was  the  gentleft  prince  in  the  world  oí  his  ovvn 
nature,  fell  into  good  humour  upon  íeeing  1  took  it 
no t  ill,  pretended  to  thínk  whom  he  fhould  fend,  and 
at  lait  aiked  me  what  1  thought  of  my  lord  Duras  ? 
I  faid,  Yery  well.-,  upon  which  he  feerned  to  refolve 
it.  But  the  tliincr  had  been  agreed  in  the  morning, 
as  1  was  tokk  upon  the  duke’s  delire,  who  thought 
Trance  would  accept  the  terms,  and  that  the  peace 
would  be  made,  and  had  a  mind  to  have  the  honour 
of  it,  by  fending  a  fervant  oí  his  own.  Whether  there 
were  any  other  motive,  1  know  not ;  but  my  lord  Du¬ 
ras  went  immediately  with  the  orders  before-mention- 
ed  •  and,  fomefew  days  after,  the  prince  and  princefs 
embarked  for  Holland ;  where  afíairs  preffed  his  return 
beyond  the  hopes  of  my  lord  Duras’s  from  Trance ; 
the  king  affuring  him,  he  would  never  part  from  the 
leaft  point  of  the  feheme  fent  over,  and  would  enter 
into  the  war  againít  Trance,  if  they  refufed  it.  How- 
ever,  he  went  not  avvay  witnout  a  great  mortification, 
to  fee  the  parliament  prorogued  to  next  fpring  *,  which 
the  French  ambaííador  had  gained  of  the  king,  to 
make  up  fome  good  mien  with  France  after  the 
prince’s  marriage,  and  befo  re  the  difpatch  of  the  terms 
of  a  peace  to  that  court. 

Upon  my  lord  Duras’s  arrival  at  París,  the  court 
there  was  furprifed,  both  at  the  thing,  and  more  at  the 
manner  ;  but  made  good  mien  upon  it,  took  it  gent- 
ly,  faid,  the  king  knew  very  well  he  might  always  be 
mafter  of  the  peace  *,  but  fome  of  the  towns  in  Flan- 
ders  feerned  very  hard,  efpecially  Tournay,  upon  whofe 
fortifications  fuch  vaft  treafures  had  been  expended  ; 
and  that  they  would  take  fome  íhort  time  to  confider 
of  the  anfwer.  My  lord  Duras  told  them,  he  was 
tied  to  two  days  ílay  *,  but,  when  that  was  out,  he 
was  prevailed  with  to  fray  fome  few  days  íonger,  and 
to  come  away  without  a  pofitive  anfwer  :  what  he 
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brought  was,  what  they  had  faíd  to  him  before,  tbat 

1  C  ,mo  .  ,c  [iri“ian  king  hoped  bis  brother  would  ñor 
oieaK  with  him  upon  one  or  two  towns ;  but  even 

upon  them  too,  he  would  fend  orders  to  his  arnbaífa- 
dor  at  London  to  treat  with  his  majeíty  himfelf.  Bv 
this  gain  of  time,  and  artificial  drawing  it  into  treatv 
without  any  pofitive  refufal,  this  blow  carne  to  be 
eluaed,  which  could  not  eafily  have  been  fo  any  other 
way.  The  king  was  foftened  by  the  foftriefs  of  France- 
the  ambaffador  faid  at  laft,  he  had  íeave  to  yieid  ali 
ut  Tournay,  and  to  treat  even  for  lome  equivalent  for 
thattoo,  if  the  king  infifted  abfolutely  upon  it.  The 
prince  was  gone,  who  had  fpirited  the  vigour  of  the 
whole  refolution ;  and  the  treaty  of  it  began  to  draw 
OJt  into  meíTages  and  returns  from  France. 

However,  the  ill  humour  of  people  growino- 
igher,  upon  the  noife  of  a  peace,  and  negotiated  in 
France,  and  the  late  prorogation  of  parliament,  this 
was  oy  proclamation  anticipated  foon  after  my  lord  Du¬ 
ras  s  return,  though  a  thing  fomething  unufual,  and  a 
countenance  made  as  if  the  king  reíolved  to  enter  into 
the  war  :  for  which  the  parliament  feemed  impatient, 
when^ver  the  king  feemed  averíe  to  it  }  but  grewjea- 
lous  of  forne  tricks,  whenever  the  court  feemed  in- 
clined  to  it.  About  the  end  of  December  1677,  the 
king  fent  for  me  to  the  foreign  committee,  and  told 
Hjc,  he  could  get  no  pofitive  anfwer  from  France,  and 
thererore  refolved  to  fend  me  into  Holland,  to  make 
a  league  there  with  the  States,  for  íorcing  both  France 
ana  Spain,  if  either  refufed,  to  make  the  peace  upon 
the  ternas  he  had  propofed.  I  told  the  king,  what  he 
liad  agreed  was  to  enter  into  the  war  with  all  the  con¬ 
federares,  in  cale  of  no  dircct  and  immediate  anfwer 
fiom  France  :  that  this,  perhaps,  would  fatisfy  both 
the  prince  and  confederates  abroad,  and  the  people  at 
home  :  but  to  make  fuch  a  league  with  Holland  on!y 
wotild  fatisry  none  of  them,  and  difoblige  both  France 

and 


I 


Memoirsfrom  1672  to  1679.  427 

and  Spain  -9  befides,  ir  would  not  have  an  effeél  or 
forcé  as  the  triple -alliance  had  *,  that  being  a  great  ori¬ 
ginal,  of  which  this  feemecl  but  an  ill  copy  ;  and  there- 
fore  excuíed  myfelf  from  going.  The  king  vvas  fet 
upon  ir,  though  1  pretended  domeílic  affairs  of  great 
importance  upon  the  death  of  my  father  :  and  pleaded 
fo  hard,  that  the  duke  at  laft  defired  the  king  not  to 
prefs  me  upon  a  thing  I  was  fo  averíe  from,  and  would 
be  fo  inconvenient  to  me ;  and  defired  I  might  propofe 
who  íhould  be  fent  with  the  treaty.  I  made  my  ac- 
knowledgments  to  the  duke  for  his  favour,  and  pro- 
pofed  that  Mr.  Thynn  íhould  be  fent  from  the  office 
with  a  draught  of  the  treaty  to  Mr.  Hide,  who  was 
then  come  from  Nimeguen  to  theHague,  upon  a  vifit 
to  the  princefs.  This  was  done,  and  the  treaty  íigned 
there  on  the  fixteenth  of  January,  though  not  with- 
out  great  difficulties  and  diíTatisfaftion  of  the  prince; 
who  was  yet  covered  in  it  by  the  prívate  confent  of  the 
Spaniffi  minifter  there,  in  behalf  of  his  maíler;  fo  as 
the  war  could  not  break  but  upon  France,  in  cafe  of 
their  refufal. 

In  the  mean  time,  France  draws  out  the  treaty  upon 
the  ternas  at  London  into  length,  never  raifing  more 
íhan  one  difficulty  at  a  time,  and  expoftulating  the  un- 
kindnefs  of  breaking  for  the  fingle  town  of  Tournay, 
though  that  was  indeed  more  important  than  any  three 
of  the  others,  being  the  only  ftrong  one  to  guard  that 
fide  of  thefrontier,  and  giving  way  for  any  fudden  in- 
vafion  upon  Ghent,  and  Antwerp,  and  the  very  heart 
of  the  country.  But;  while  this  game  was  playing  in 
England,  they  had  another  on  foot  inFIolland,  efpecial- 
ly  at  Amíterdam,  by  raifing  jealoufiesof  the  meafures 
taken  between  the  king  and  prince  upon  the  marriage, 
as  dangerousto  the  liberties  of  Holland  ;  and  making 
it  there  believed,  that,  by  the  match,  the  king  and 
duke  had  drawn  over  the  prince  wholly  into  their  in- 
jxrefis  pr  fentiments  :  whereas  the  prince  went  away 
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p^fíeíTed  to  liave  b y  it  drawn  them  indeed  into  his. 
Ih.y  propofed  to  the  Dutch  other  terms  of  peace,  far 
lhcrt  g  ihe  king’s,  and  ieís  fafe  fot  Flanders,  reítonn^ 
onV  xíX  íowns  to  the  Spaniards,  and  mentionino-  Lor- 
r‘íla  ,ut  ambiguouüy  ;  vvhich  would  not  have  »one 
oown  ín  Holland,  butfor  the  fuípicions  raifed  by  the 
pnnce’s  marriage  among  the  peopíe  there,  who  had  an 
incurable  jeaioufy  of  our  con rt,  and  thereuoon  no t  that 
conñdence  ofthe  prince  that  he  deferved. 

1 diere  were  two  ruling  burgomañers  at  Amfíerdam 
t^ls.  tirnc5  who  had  the  whole  fway  of  that  town, 
(as  this  has  a  great  one  in  Holland)  Hoeft  and 
aLcemer  ;  tns  firfí,  a  generous,  honeft  man;  of  great 
puLiimom  ilncnes,  learning,  wit,  humour,  wiihoutam- 
bitjon,  having  always  refufed  al  I  employments  the  fíate 
iiad  ofíered  him,  and  ferving  only  in  that  of  burgo- 
irnuter  of  his  town  in  his  turn,  and  as  Iittle  bufy  in  it 
as  he  could ;  a  true  genius,  and  that  faid  two  things 
to  me  in  converíation  i  liad  not  heard  before :  one, 
X 1 1  at  ji  man,  who  were  to  die  to-morrow  in  torment, 
would  yet  enjoy  to-day-,  ir  he  were  fain  [found]  ;  and 
ííiat  it  was  lome  difeafe  or  decay  of  fpirirs  that  hinder- 
ecí  it :  tiic  other,  I  nat  a  man  was  a  ¿^^[aforry  wightj 
uno  Qciiied  to  hve  aicer  threefcore;  and  that  for  his 
parí,  after  tliat  age,  which  he  was  then  approaching, 
he  íhouid  be  glad  or  the  nrfí  good  occaíion  to  die  :  and 
tais  he  made  good,  dying  with  negleíl  upon  a  fit  of 
the  gout,  talking  with  his  friends  till  he  was  juft  fpent, 
then  fending  them  away  that  he  might  not  die  in  their 
fight ;  and,  when  he  found  himfelf  come  a  iittle  again, 
fending  for  them  up,  and  telling  them,  qu'ilyavoit 
encore  pour  une  demy  heure  de  converfation  [that  he  had 
life  fíill  for  one  half  hour’s  converíation.]  This  was 
the  charaóter  of  monfieur  Hoeft,  who  was  a  great  in¬ 
tímate  of  mine,  though  he  paíled  for  a  humorous 
man  ;  and  told  me,  I  was  the  only  ambafíador  he 
had  ever  vifited  in  his  life.  He  had  aíl  the  credit  that 
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could  bedn  his  town,  without  feeking,  or  minding, 
o r  nfinp'it-,  whereas  Valkenier  fought  and  coqrted  ít 
all  that  could  be,  without  having  half  the  others,  be- 
ing  a  morofe  and  formal  man,  but  of  great  induftry, 
much  thought,  and,  as  was  believed,  avarice,  and 
making  the  turns  eafily  that  were  neceíTary  in  the  go- 
vernment  to  carry  his  ends.  I  hele  two  had  long 
been  enemies,  and  thought  irreconcileable,  till  the 
French  inílruments  at  this  time,  with  great  art  and  in¬ 
duftry,  made  up  the  quarrel,  and  joined  them  both  in 
the  defign  of  making  the  peace  upon  theterms  offered 
by  France. 

The  parliament  meets  in  January  by  anticipation  of 
thefeflion,  which  feemed  to  import  fomething  of  great 
confequence.  The  king  acquaints  them  with  the 
league  he  had  made  in  Holland,  and  afks  them  money 
upon  it  for  putting  himfelf  in  apofture  to  carry  on  the 
war  if  the  peace  failed  ♦,  which  the  parliament  gave 
him,  upon  the  hopes  of  the  war,  and  not  ot  the  peace. 
The  conftitution  of  this  parliament,  that  had  iat  leven- 
teen  years,  was  grown  into  two  known  factions,  which 
were  called,  that  of  court  and  country  :  the  court- 
party  were  grown  numerous,  by  a  pradtice  introduced 
by  my  lord  Clifford,  of  downright  buying  oít  one  man 
after  another,  as  they  could  make  the  bargain.  The 
country  party  was  fomething  greater  yet  in  number, 
and  kept  in  more  credit  upon  the  corruption  ofothers, 
and  their  own  pretence  of  fteadinefs  to  the  true  intereft 
of  the  nation,  efpeciaily  in  the  points  of  France  and 
popery.  Where  thefe  carne  in  queílion,  many  of  the 
court  party  voted  with  thofe  of  the  country,  who  then 
carried  all  before  them  •,  but  whenever  the  court  feem¬ 
ed  to  faílin  with  the  true  interefts  of  the  nation,  efpe¬ 
ciaily  in  thofe  two  points,  then  many  of  the  country 
party,  meaning  fairly,  fell  in  with  the  court,  and  car¬ 
ried  the  votes ;  as  they  now  did3  upon  the  king’s  pre¬ 
tence 
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tence  to  grow  bold  witb  France,  and  to  refolve  upon 
the  war  íf  the  peace  were  refufed.  t 

pd?.  °3f~r’  Fl*l’rg  had  been  taken  by  a  feintof the 
dake  oí  Crequi,  befóte  the  duke  of  Lorrain  could 

,come  relieve  it >  and  in  the  fame  month  Stetin  had 
been  taken  by  the  eledtor  of  Brandenburg,  after  a  vi- 
gorous  refiftance  ;  which  left  the  fcales  as  even  as  thev 
were  before  between  the  two  Leagues. 

In  January,  upon  the  delays  of  France  to  a^ree  to 
the  kings  conditions  of  a  peace,  his  majefty  entered 
lni°  a  nego!:iation  with  the  ininifters  of  the" confede¬ 
rares  at  London,  in  cafe  France  went  on  to  refufe  them. 
init  the  hopes  of  a  peace  were  on  a  fudden  daíhed  by 
thebrench  attempts  upon  Ypres,  and  threatsof  Oftend 
whither  the  king  ímmediately  fends  forces  over,  at  the 
e  ire  °r  cheSpanifh  ambaflador,  foríecurity  of  that  im- 
poitant  place.  Ñor  did  the  French  ambaíTador  feem  to 
reicnt  at  all  this  pace  of  his  majefty,  but  continuedhis 
court  and  treaty  with  all  the  fairnefs  that  could  be. 

Fowaids  the  end  ofFebruary,  the  king  of  f  rance 
marching  in  the  head  of  his  army,  and  carryino-  the 
queen  and  ladies  to  Metz,  feemed  to  threáten  Luxem- 
bourg,  or  N arnur,  or  Mons  ;  but,  having  drawn  the 
Spaniíh  torces  that  way,  on  a  fudden  croíles  the  coun- 
tiy,  fits  down  before  Ghent,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
month  takes  both  that  town  and  Ypres,  and  thereby 
gives  a  mighty  alarm  toHolland,  and  ftrengthens  the 
credit  and  endeavours  of  thofe  he  had  already  difpofed 
to  his  terms  of  a  peace,  as  grown  now  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  •  while  England  feemed  refolved  to  go  into  the 
war,  or  at  leaíl  furnifhed  the  confederates  with  many 
fuch  hopes.  About  the  ift  of  April,  France  made  a 
public  declaration  of  the  terms  upon  which  they  were 
refolved  to  make  the  peace  ;  which,  though  very  dif- 
ferent  from  thofe  agreed  between  his  majefty  and  Hol- 
land,  and  more  from  the  pretenfions  of  the  allies,  yet 
having,  as  to  what  concerned  Spain  and  FJolland,  been 

firít 
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firft  privately  agrced  with  fome  leaders  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  towns,  proved  indeed  the  plan  of  the  peace  both 
for  Holland,  and  all  the  other  confederates  engaged  in 
the  war.  And  here  the  French  began  that  imperious 
way  of  treating,  which  they  afterwards  purfued  in  the 
whole  negotiation  of  the  enfuing  peace  •,  declaring  fuch 
and  fuch  were  the  conditions  they  would  admit,  and  no 
other,  and  upon  which  their  enemies  might  choofe  ei- 
ther  peace  or  war,  as  they  pleafed,  and  to  which  France 
pretended  not  to  be  tied  longer  than  to  the  ioth  of 
May,  after  which  they  would  be  at  liberty  to  change 
or  reftrain  them  as  they  íhould  think  fit. 

About  this  timel  happened  to  be  with  my  lord  trea¬ 
furer  one  evening  in  his  clofet  when  a  packet  carne  to 
him  from  Mr.  Montague  ambafíador  at  Paris,  giving 
him  an  account  of  a  large  conference  monfieur  de  Lou- 
vois  had  lately  had  with  him,  by  the  king  his  mafter’s 
order  *,  wherein  he  reprefented  the  meafures  they  had 
already  taken  for  a  peace  in  Holland  upon  the  French 
ternas  :  that,  fince  they  were  agreed  there,  they  hoped 
his  majefty  would  not  be  againft  it :  that,  however, 
France  had  ordered  him  to  make  his  majefty  the  offer 
of  a  great  fum  of  money  for  his  confent,  though  to  a 
thing  already  accepted  by  Holland,  and  wherein  his 
majefty  was  confequently  not  concerned :  that  monfieur 
de  Louvois  defired  the  ambafíador  to  write  this  imme- 
diately  to  the  lord  treafurer,  and  to  offer  him  a  very  con- 
fiderabie  fum  for  himfelf,  that  íhould  be  lent  over  in 
money,  jewels,  or  by  bilis,  as  he  íhould  chufe  :  and  Mr. 
Montague  added,  that  it  was  defired  this  affair  íhould 
be  treated  only  between  them  two,  and  not  communi- 
cated  to  either  of  the  fecretaries  of  fíate.  My  lord 
treafurer  read  the  letter  to  me  ;  and  I  faid,  c  Well,  my 
4  lord,  what  do  you  fay  to  the  oífer  ?  5  Fíe  anfwered, 
That  he  thought  it  was  the  fame  thing,  as  if  it  íhould 
be  made  to  the  king,  to  have  Windfor  put  into  the 
French  hands,  and  ib  he  íhould  treat  it ;  and  that  we 

had 
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had  noth.ng  to  uo  but  to  go  on  with  our  treaty  with 
he  conj  cderates.  This  his  lordihip  and  í  were  charged 
1,  and  liad  brought  near  a  conclufion,  when  lecters 

from  r'™roÍÍ H'de’  ™th  'eprefentations  madehim, 
u  ,|¡  '  ennoner  at  the  llague,  of  the  difpofitions 
in  Hoiland  mnning  violently  into  a  peace,  and  the  ab- 
ioJute  neceffity  ne  thought  there  was  of  concludinor  ¡t 
uponthe  takmg of  Ghcnt,  and  danger  of  Antwcrp’ 
f  'c’v,f  t,'7n  threatened,  and  thelofs  whereof  would 

be  fo  fatal  to  thetradeofHolland,efpecialiyAmíterdam. 

He¡  c  upón  Mr.  Godolphm  was  difpatched  immediately 
mto  Holland,  to  bring  the  laft  and  fureft  account  he 
could  get  of  the  refolutions  there  upon  chis  affair,  and 
íeturn  with  the  greateft  fpeed  he  could.  He  did 

10¿-a,nlbr03,ht  the  fame  accoun£  of  a!l  difDofitions 
which  Mr  Hide  had  given  ;  and,  in  the  proceís  of  our 
treaty  with  theconfederates,  moníieurVan  Beuninphen 
vvhen  he  carne  to  the  point,  was  forced  to  confefs,  that 
he  had  no  powers  to  conclude,  without  firft  commu- 

mcating  to  the  States,  which  nutft  draw  into  Ieno-th 
and  uncertainty.  0 

About  this  time,  the  French  ambaffador  hegan  to 
c  tange  his  language,  who  had  ever  befóte  pretended 
that  his  majefty  fhould  be  always  arbiter  of  the  peace; 
but  no w  aíTuring  that  his  mafter  had  agreed  with  Hol¬ 
land,  he  feemed  to  wonder  and  expoftulate,  why  the 
.n§  ^ÍOil^  pt^tend  to obtain  better  terms  for  the Spa« 
niards,  than  their  allies  the  Dutch  were  contentwith. 

I  was  then  preíled  by  the  king  and  lord  treafurer, 
to  go  inio  Holland  to  know  their  final  refolutions, 
whethei  they  would  yetgo  on  with  the  war  in  cafe  his 
majefty  fhould  go  intoit  ?  But  1  excufed  myfelf,  know- 
mg  tiie  buten  weie  too  niuch  preíled,  by  ío  near  ap- 
proaches  oí  f  ranee,  to  declare  themfebes  upon  a  reíerve 
of  the  king’s  ;  anfl  faid,  íf  his  majefty  refolved  to  p-o 
that  way,  he  muir  firft  take  iiis  meafures  with  the  par* 
liament  for  the  war,  and  then  fend  them  word  in  Hol¬ 
land 
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land,  he  vvas  ready  to  declare  it  in  cafe  they  would  pur- 
fue  it :  and,  upon  this  meíTage,  I  knew  the  Dutch  fo 
well,  as  to  believe  they  would  do  it,  and  keep  clofe  to 
their  late  alliance  with  his  majefty.  This  theking  was 
ünwilling  to  do ;  but  pofted  Mr.  Godolphin  again  into 
Holland  about  the  middle  of  April,  to  know  their  final 
refolutions,  and  prorogued  the  parliament  forfourteen 
days. 

During  thefe  negotiations,  and  fince  the  money  cfi- 
ven  by  the  parliament,  and  in  fix  weeks  time,  the  king 
had  raifed  an  army  of  about  twenty  thouíand  men,  the 
completeít,  andin  all  appearance  the  braveíl  troopsthat 
could  be  any  where  feen  ;  and  might  nave  raifed  rnany 
more  upon  fo  great  a  concurrence  of  the  people’s  hu- 
mour  with  his  majefty’s  feeming  defign  of  entering  in¬ 
to  a  war  againft  France  :  and  it  was  confeífed  by  all 
the  foreign  minifters,  that  no  king  in  Chriftendom 
Could  have  made  and  completed  iuch  a  levy  as  this 
appeared  at  fuch  a  time. 

My  lord  treafurer,  upon  the  2oth,  carne  to  me 
and  aífured  me  of  the  king’s  refolution  being  at  length 
fixed  to  go  into  the  war ;  and  defired  me  to  prepare  , 
what  the  king  was  to  fay  to  the  parliament  upon  this 
occafiori  ;  which  I  did.  When  I  carried  itto  my  lord 
treafurer,  1  met  there  letters  from  Mr.  Hide  and  Mr. 
Godolphin,  that  Holland  abfolutely  defired  a  peace, 
even  upon  the  terms  propofed  by  France  ;  and  had  re- 
folved  to  fend  monfieur  Van  Lewen  over  hither,  to  dif- 
pofe  the  kingto  be  contented  with  them.  Hearrived, 
and  the  king  fent  me  immediately  to  him  to  know  his 
errand.  He  was  the  chief  ofthe  town  of  Leyden,  and 
had  joined  with  Amílerdam,  Haerlem,  Delft,  and  lome 
others,  in  promoting  the  peace,  even  upon  the  French 
conditions  ;  but  being  a  man  of  great  honour  and 
worth,  and  having  done  it  upon  the  fufpicion  that  Eng- 
land  was  ftill  at  bottom  in  with  France,  and  that  all  the 
reft  was  but  grimace  •,  the  prince  had  procured  him  to 
Yol.  Ií.  F  f  be 
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be  fent  ovei,  on  purpoíe  to  fatisfy  himíelf  (and  thereby 
his  cómplices  for  the  peace)  that  the  king’s  intentions. 
were  determined  to  enter  into  the  war,  which  his  high- 
neí's  thought  the  only  mean9  to  prevent  the  peace.° 

When  I  carne  to  moníieur  Van  Lewen,  he  told  me 
freely,  that  it  was  the  moft  againft  their  hearts  in  Hol- 
3and  that  could  be,  to  malee  a  peace  upon  terms  ío  low 
and  unfafe  for  Flanders-,  and  that,  if  the  king  had  gone 
into  war,  as  was  promifed,  upon  France  delaying  or 
refufing  to  accept  his  Icheme,  they  would  certaTnly 
have  continued  it :  but  his  majefcy’s  proceedings  look- 
ed  ever  fince  fo  uncertain  or  unrefolved,  that  it  had 
raifecl  jealoufies  in  Holland  of  our  meafures  being  at 
bottom  fixed  and  clofe  with  France  ;  which  made  moft 
of  the  towns  in  Holland  think  they  had  nothing  eife  Jefe 
to  do,  but  to  go  in  with  them  tooasfaft  as  they  could, 
and  tne  approach  oí  the  French  army  to  Antwerp  left 
them  now  no  time  to  delibérate  ;  yet  he  profefied  to 
me  in  prívate,  that  if  the  king  would  immediately  de¬ 
clare  the  war,  he  believed  the  States  would  ílill  go  on 
with  it,  in  purfuit  of  their  alliance,  and  the  terms 
therein  contained. 

I  made  this  report  to  the  king,  who  feemed  po- 
fitive  to  declare  the  war,  in  cafe  the  parliament  advifed 
iaim,  and  promifed  to  fupport  it:  when  an  unlucky 

peeviíh  vote,  moved  by  Sir  T - G - in  fpite  tó 

my  lord  treafurer,  pafíed  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
no  money  iliould  be  given,  till  fatisfaóíion  was  received 
in  matters  of  religión.  This  left  all  folooie  and  fo  lame, 
that  the  king  was  in  a  rage,  reproached  me  with  my  po¬ 
pular  notions,  as  he  rerme  d  them  1  andaíked  me  when, 
or  how,  í  thought  he  could  truft  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  carry  him  through  the  war,  if  he  fiiould  engage  in 
it  ?  And  í  had  not  much  indeed  to  fav,  confiderincr 
the  temper  and  faótions  of  the  houfe  ;  ñor  could  I  well 
clear  it  to  myfelf,  by  my  obfervation,  whether  the 
king  was  firmly  refolved  to  enter  into  the  war ;  or,  if 
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he  did,  whether  the  houfe  of  coinmons  would  have 
fupported  him  in  it,  or  turned  it  only  to  ruin  the  mi- 
niíters  by  the  king’s  neceffities.  ’Tis  certain,  no  vote 
could  ever  have  pafied  more  unhappily,  ñor  in  fuch  a 
counter-feafon,  ñor  more  crofs  to  the  humour  of  the 
houfe,  which  feemed  generally  bentupon  engaging  his 
majefty  in  the  war  ;  and  the  perfon  that  moved  it  was, 
I  believe,  himfelf  as  much  of  that  mind  as  any  of  the 
reíl ;  but  having,  fince  the  lofs  of  his  employment  at 
court,  ever  aéted  a  part  of  great  animofity  in  oppoíi- 
tion  to  the  prefent  miniítry,  in  whofe  hands  foever  it 
was  ;  this  private  ill  humour  carried  him  contrary  to 
his  public  intentions,  as  it  did  many  more  in  the  houfe, 
who  pretended  to  be  very  willing  to  fupply  the  king 
upon  occafion  of  the  war,  or  even  of  his  debts,  but  that 
they  would  not  do  it  during  my  lord  treafurer’s  mi¬ 
niítry.  In  fhort,  there  was  fuch  a  fatal  and  mutual 
diftruít  both  in  the  court  and  parliament,  as  it  was 
very  hard  to  fall  intoany  lound  meafures  between  thcm. 
The  king,  at  laft,  now  faw  he  had  loíí  his  time  of  en- 
tering  into  the  war,  if  he  had  a  mind  to  it ;  and  that 
he  ought  to  have  done  it  (upon  my  lord  Duras’s  re- 
turn,  and)  with  the  whole  confederacy.  And  my  lord 
EíTex  told  me,  I  had  been  a  prophet,  in  refufing  to  go 
into  Hólland  to  make  that  alliance,  which  had,  as  I 
faid,  pleafed  none  at  home  or  abroad,  and  had  now 
loftall  our  meafures  in  Holland,  and  turned  theirs  up¬ 
on  France. 

But  the  turn  that  the  king  gave  all  this  was,  that, 
fince  the  Dutch  would  have  a  peace  upon  the  French 
terms,  and  France  offered  money  for  his  confent  to 
what  he  could  not  help,  he  did  not  know  why  he  fhould 
not  getthe  money  •,  and  thereupon  ordered  me  totreat 
upon  it  with  the  French  ambafiador,  who  had  orders 
to  that  purpofe.  I  would  have  excufed  myfelf  •,  but 
he  faid,  I  could  not  help  feeing  him,  for  he  would  be 
with  me  at  my  houfe  by  leven  next  morninu; :  he  ac- 

F  f  2  '  corcl  i  agí  y 
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cordingly  carne,  and  I  told  him  very  truly,  I  had  been 

í!  ,  111  df  and  could  not  enter  into  bufinefs. 

i  e  ambaílador  was  much  difappointed,  and  prefled 

me  all he  could  ;  but  I  defended  myfelf  upon  my  ill- 
nefs  till  at  length  he  left  me  without  entering  upon 
any  thmg._  When  1  got  up  I  went  immediately  to 
bueen,  wiit  «.o  my  lord  trealurer  by  rny  wife,  Nlav 
the  tenth,  i  678,  how  much  I  was  unfatisfied  with  be- 
ing  put  upon  luch  a  treaty  with  the  French  ambafta- 
dor,  that  bclonged  not  at  all  to  my  poft,  and  which 
they  knew  I  thought  diíhonourable  to  the  km*-  and 
thereupon  I  offered  to  refign  to  his  majefty  both  my 
embaftyat  Nimeguen,and  promiíeof  fecretary  of ftate’s 
place,  to  be  diípofed  of  by  his  majefty  as  he  pleaíed 
My  lord  treafurer  fent  me  word,  the  king  forced  no 
man  upon  what  he  had  no  mind  to;  but  if  I  refolved 
this  fhould  be  faid  to  him,  I  mult  do  ít  myfelf,  or  by 
fome  other,  for  he  would  not  make  my  court  fo  ill  as 
to  fay  it  for  me  ;  and  fo  it  reftecl,  and  I  continued  at 
oneen,  without  ftirnng  till  the  kmg  lent  for  me. 

In  the  mean  time,  from  the  beginning  of  May,  the 
ill  humour  oí  the  houfe  of  commons  begaii  to  break 
out  by  fe  ve  1  al  difcouríes  and  votes  againft  the  mini- 
fters  and  their  conduót  ;  which  increafed  the  ill  opi¬ 
nión  his  majefty  had  conceived  of  their  intentions  in 
preíftng  him  to  enter  upon  a  war.  Yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  this,  he  had  (as  I  was  told  by  a  good  hand) 
conceived  lucn  an  indignation  at  one  article  of  the  prí¬ 
vate  treaty  propoíed  by  moníieur  Barillon,  that  he  faid 
he  would  nevei  forget  it  while  he  lived  ;  and  though 
he  faid  nothing  to  me  of  his  refentment,  yet  he  feem- 
td  at  tais  time  more  reíolved  to  enter  into  the  war, 
than  I  had  ever  before  leen  or  thouo-ht  him. 

Moníieur  de  Ruvigny,  the  fon,  was  difpatched  into 
lance  to  know  the  jaft  intentions  of  that  court  up¬ 
on  the  terms  of  tne  peace  propoíed  by  his  majefty, 
but  brought  no  anfwer  clear  or  poíitive  j  fo  as  his 

majefty 
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majefty  went  on  to  complete  his  levies,  and  to  prepare 
for  the  war:  but,  May  the  eleventh,  the  houfe  of 
commons  pafied  another  negativo  upon  the  debate  of 
nioney  ;  which  fo  offended  the  king,  that  he  pro- 
rogued  them  for  ten  days,  believing  in  that  time  his  in- 
tentions  to  enter  into  the  war  would  appeai  fo  cleai  as 
to  latisfy  the  houfe,  and  put  them  in  bettei  humoui. 
Monfieur  Van  Lewen,  diftafted  witn  tlieie  delays,  and 
the  counterpaces  between  king  and  parliament,  begins» 
to  difcourfe  boldly  of  the  neceffity  his  maítcrs  found 
to  make  the  peace  as  they  could,  fince  there  was.no 
relying  upon  any  meafures  with  lingland  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  and  tne  leafon  was  too  far  advanced  toad- 
mit  any  longer  delays.  Upon  thefe  difcourfes  from 
him,  his  majefty  began  to  cool  his  talk  of  a  war,  and 
to  fay,  the  peace  muft  be  left  to  the  courle  which  Hol- 
land  liad  given  it :  andthough,  upon  May  the  twenty- 
third,  the  parliament  met,  and  feemed  in  much  better 
temper  than  they  parted,  yet  news  coming  about  the 
lame  time  that  monfieur  Van  Beverning  was  fent  by  the 
States  to  the  French  court  at  Ghent,  to  propale  a  ceí- 
fation  of  arms  for  fix  weeks,  in  order  to  negotiate  and 
agree  the  terms  of  the  peace  in  that  time,  the  attair 
began  now  to  be  looked  upon,  both  in  court  and  par¬ 
liament,  as  a  thing  conciuded,  or  at  leaft  as  like  tore- 
ceive  no  other  motion  than  what  ílioulcl  oe  given  itby 
Holland  and  Fránce.  And  indeed,the  difpofitions  were 
fo  inclined  to  it  on  both  fides,  that  the  terms  were  foon 
adjufted  between  them.  Thefe  articles  having  been  fo 
public,  I  íliall  not  trouble  myfelf  to  infert  them,  but 
only  fay,  they  feemed  fo  hard,  both  to  Spain,  and  to 
the  northern  princes,  who  liad  made  great  conquefts 
upon  the  Swedes,  that  they  all  declared  they  would  ne- 
ver  accept  them-,  and  when  the  French  ambaíladors  at 
Mimeguen  defired  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  to  carry  them  to 
the  confederates,  he  refufed  to  do  it,  or  to  have  part  in 
a  treaty  or  conditions  of  peace,  fo  different  from  what 
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the  king  his  mafter  had  propofed,  and  that  both  hís 
majeltyand  Holland  had  obliged  themfelves  to  puríue 
by  their  late  treaty  at  the  Hague. 

About  this  time,  France,  by  a  conductveryfurprifmp- 
having  fent  monfieur  de  la  Feuilíade  to  Medina,  with  a 
common  expedation  of  re-inforcing  the  war  in  Sicily 
íhewed  the  intention  was  very  different,  and  of  a  fudl 
den  ordered  all  their  forces  to  abandon  rhat  ifland,  with 
whom  many  Meffinefes  returned,fearing  the  veno-eance 
of  the  Spaniards,  to  whom  they  were  now  expofcd  * 
and  chis  was  the  only  important  fervice  done  that  crown 
by  all  his  majefty’s  intentions  or  preparations  to  aíílft 
t  íem  ;  for  no  man  doubted  that  the  abandonino-  0f 
S_aly  was  wholly  owing  to  the  apprehenfions  in  France 
of  a  war  with  England,  which  they  thought  would 
gi\c  thcm  but  too  much  occaíion  for  employing  of  their 
forces.  And  indeed  the  eyes  and  hopes  of  all  the  con- 
federates  were  now  turned  fo  wholly  upon  England  for 
any  refource  in  their  affairs,  after  Holland  had  defert- 
ed  them  (as  they  thought)  by  fuch  precipítate  terms  of 
a  peace,  that  many.of  the  chief  miniílers  atNimeguen 
lv,¿t  that  place,  as  or  no  more  ufe  to  the  treaty  it  was 
defigned  for,  and  went  in  to  England,  where  they  thouo-ht 
tne  whole  feene  of  that  affair  then  lay  ;  among  whom 
was  count  Antoine  the  Daniíh  ambaílador,  and  foon 
after,  monfieur  Oiivecrans  the  Swediíh,  with  theelec-* 
for  or  Biandenburg  s  envoy,  and  ieveral  others. 

^  Hovvevei ,  the  negotiation  continued  there,  between 
tne  I  rench  ambaííadors  and  monfieur  Van  Bevernino', 
till  he  was  fent  to  the  French  camp  ;  where  he  conclu- 
cled  the  teims  of  the  pcace  tovvards  the  end  of  June, 
and  a  cefiation  from  all  hoftilities  in  Flanders  for  fix 
weeks,  which  was  given  to  the  Eutch,  to  endeavour 
die  Spaniards  entering  into  the  peace  upon  the  terms 
they  had  propofed  for  them.  And,  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  negotiation,  Fi  anee  íeemed  to  have  no  regards, 
but  ror  Holland  j  and  for  them  fo  much5  that  the  moft 
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chriftian  king  affu red  the  States,  that  though  Spain 
fhould  not  agree,  yet  he  had  fuch  a  care  of  their  latir¬ 
ía  élion,  that  he  wouid  always  provide  fuch  a  barrier  in 
Flanders  ílrould  be  left,  as  they  thought  neceflary  for 
their  fafety  ;  and  that  after  the  peace  fhould  be  made, 
and  the  ancient  amity  reítored,  he  wouid  be  ready 
to  enter  into  fuch  engagements  and  meafures  with 
them,  as  ñiould  for  ever  lecure  their  repofe  and  their 

liberty. 

This  was  by  all  interpreted  an  invidious  word,  put 
in  on  purpofe  to  cajole  the  enemies  of  the  prince,  who 
ever  pretended  the  iufpicions  oí  his  aífcdting  more 
authority  than  they  defired  •,  and  therefore  kept  up  a 
popular  party  in  the  State,  the  chief  of  whom  had  been 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  preient  peace.  And  indeed 
the  prince  was  not  at  all  referved  in  the  endeavours  of 
oppofing  it,  but  ufed  all  that  was  poíiible  and  agree- 
able  to  the  forms  of  the  State :  yet  all  in  vain,  the 
humour  having  fpread  fo  far,  at  firít  in  Holland,  and 
from  thence  into  the  other  provinces,  that  it  was  no 
lono-er  to  be  oppofed  or  diverted  by  the  prince. 

In  the  mean  time,  England  was  grown  pretty  indif- 
ferent  in  the  matter  of  the  peace,  and  Spain  ieemed  well 
inclined  to  accept  their  part  of  it :  but  the  Emperor, 
the  king  ofDenmark,  and  eleftor  of  Brandenburg  fell 
into  the& higheft  declarations  and  reproaches  againftthe 
States,  that  could  be  well  invented  •,  ripping  up  all 
they  had  ventured  and  fuffered  in  a  war  they  had  be- 
gun  only  for  the  prefervation  of  Holland  •,  how  they 
were  now  abapdoned  by  them,  in  pretending  to  con¬ 
duele  imperious  and  arbitrary  terms  of  a  peace  upon 
them  without  their  confent :  that  they  were  willing  to 
treat  with  France,  and  malee  a  peace  upon  any  lafe  and 
reafonable  conditions  •,  but  wouid  never  endure  to  have 
them  impofed  as  from  a  conqueror  •,  and  wouid  ven- 
ture  all,  rather  than  accept  them,  efpecially  thofe  for 
íbe  duke  of  Lorrain,  whofe  cafe  was  the  worft  treated, 
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federftesheand°?h in  aPPear^ce  b y  all  the  con- 
¿f  ’  a"d  íe  lea‘í  contefted  by  France. 

the  Dutcl/wpH  'r  "1  tnel'f  í’corms  írom  íheir  allies, 
h- '  f  ^ere  lltt!e  moved,  and  held  on  thejr  courfe 
vng.  nia  l  regard  ro  the  fatisfaótion  of  any,  befide* 

Sf"’  in  "hat  concerned  the  fafety  of  Flanders  •  and 
neneceffities  of  that  crovvn  made  them  eafy,  though 
as  íttle  contented  as  the  reft :  fo  as  the  peace  was  up- 
on  he  point  of  figning  by  French  and  Dutch  ambaf- 
auors  vvhen  an  unexpecled  incident  fell  in,  which 
had  hke  to  have  overturned  this  whole  fabric,  and  to 
have  renewed  the  warwith  greater  heats,  and  more 
cquai  forces,  by  engaging  England  to  a  lhare  of  it  in 
favour  of  the  confederares',  which  theyhad  been  Ion- 
praéhfing  without  fuccefs,  and  now  without  hopes  ° 

v  i"  u  c°ndlCÍon9>  wbich  Hollahd  had  made  for'the 
,  rench  teílonng  the  fix  towns  in  Flanders  to  Spain 
tnere  was  no  particular  mention  made  of  the  time  of 
hat  reftitution  ;  the  Dutch  underftanding,  as  well  as 
the  Spaniards,  that  it  was  to  be  upon  the  ratifications 
ot  the  peace  with  Spain  and  Holland,  whether  any  of 
the  OLher  adíes  on  each  fide  were  included  or  no.  But. 

I'n,í¡'e  DutC,h  tv^y  fas  near  figning,  the  marquis 
de  Balbaces  either  found  or  rnadefome  occafion  ofen- 

quiring  more  particularly  of  the  French  intentions  up¬ 
on  this  point.  The  French  ambaffadors  made  no  dif- 
hculty  of  declanng,  that  the  king,  their  mafter,  be- 
ing  obhged  to  fee  an  entire  reftitution  made  to  the 
‘  wedes  o^  all  they  had  loft  in  the  war,  could  not  eva¬ 
cúate  the  towns  in  Flanders,  till  thofe  to  the  Swedes 
were  hkewife  reftored  ;  and  that  this  deten tion  of  pla^ 

ces  was  the  only  means  to  induce  the  princes  of  the 
JNorth  to-  accept  of  the  peace. 

MonfieurVan  Beverning  gaveaccount  to  his  mafters 
pf  this  new  pretence,  and  the  States  ordered  him  to 
let  the  French  ambafladors  knovv,  he  could  not  íign 
the  peace  without  the  reftitution  of  the  places  in  Flan- 

*•  ,  '  *  *  *  -  t  „  .  mi. 
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-ders  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  French 
ambafládors  were  firrn  on  the  other  fide,  and  faid, 
their  orders  were  pofitive  to  iníift  upon  the  reftitution 
of  Sweden.  The  States  hereupon  fent  to  monfieur  Van 
Lewen,to  acquainthis  majeftywith  this  unexpeíted  in- 
cident,  and  to  know  his  opinión  and  refolution  upon  a 
point  of  fo  great  moment  to  the  peace  oí  Chriítendom 
on  the  one  hde,  and  to  the  fafety  of  Flanders  on  the 
other.  The  king  was  difficult  at  firíl  to  believe  it ; 
but  fencling  to  the  French  ambafíador  at  London  to 
know  the  truth  of  it,  and  finding  him  own  his  mafter’s 
jntention  not  to  evacúate  the  towns  till  the  general 
peace  was  concluded,  and  Sweden  fatisfied,  he  was 
both  furprifed  and  angry  at  this  proceeding  of  F ranee-, 
and  next  morning  fent  for  me  to  the  foreign  commit- 
tee,  and  there  declared  his  refolution  of  fending  me 
immediately  into  Holland,  with  commiíTion  to  íign  a 
treaty  with  the  States,  by  which  they  íliould  be  obiig- 
ed  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  his  majeíty  to  enter  intó 
•it,  in  cafe  France  íliould  not  confent,  within  acertain 
time  limited,  to  evacúate  the  towns.  The  dulce  fell 
into  this  counfel  with  great  warmth,  and  faid  at  the 
committee,  Thatit  was  plain  by  this  pace,  that  France 
was  not  fincere  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace  ;  that  they 
aimed  at  the  univerfal  monarchy  ;  and  that  none  but 
his  majeíly  could  hinder  them  from  it,  in  the  pofture 
that  Chriftendom  ftood.  All  the  lords  of  the  commit- 
tee  agreed,  with  fo  general  a  concurrence,  that  it  was 
hard  to  imagine  this  fhould  not  prove  a  ífeady  refolu¬ 
tion,  how  little  foeverwe  had  been  given  to  any  fuch. 
His  maiefty  took  the  pains  to  prefs  Van  Lewen  to  go 
over  with  me,  to  perfuade  the  States  of  the  fincerity 
and  conftancy  of  his  refolution  to  purfue  this  meafure 
with  the  utmoíl  of  his  power,  and  took  upon  himfelí 
to  excufe  to  the  States,  his  mafters,  the  making  this 
journey  without  their  confent. 

•  .  '  Upon 
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Upon  this  difpatch,  Mr.  Godolphin,  who  had  been 
Stx  t0ld  me’  [har,  ifl  brought  thc 

occafion  iV  11S  Pr°p°fed  upon  this 

cxxaiion,  he  would  move  the  parliament  to  have  mv 

ibute  iet  up  ;  the  fuccefs  whereof  ntay  deferve  a  fur 
ther  remark  in  its  due  place. 

.  MonfieurVan  Lewen  and  I  went  over  in  July  1678 
in  two  feveral  yachts  ;  but  met  foon  at  the  Ha/ue’ 
wnere,  upon  my  firft  conference  with  the  commif- 
fioners  of  fecret  afíairs,  one  of  them  made  me  the  hand- 
lomeít  Dutch  complunent  I  had  met  with,  That  thev 
eíteemed  my  coming  mto  Holland,  like  thatof  the  fwaí- 
lovv,  which  brought  fair  weather  always  with  it. 

The  prince  received  me  with  the  greateíl  joy  in  the 
world  ;  hoping  by  my  errand,  and  the  fuccefs  of  it, 
either  to  continué  the  war,  or  recover  fuch  conditions 
o  peace  ib r  his  allies,  as  had  been  wrefted  out  of  his 
hands  by  forcé  of  a  fadlion  begun  at  Amílerdam,  and 
ipread  lince  into  the  reft  of  the  provinces. 

To  rnake  way  for  this  negotiation,  1  concerted  with 
moníieur  Van  Lewen  to  diñe  at  his  country-houfe  with 
moníieur  Hoeft  of  Amílerdam,  Van  Tieltof  Haerlem, 

1  atz  oí  Rotterdam,  and  twoor  three  more  of  the  chief 
burgomafcers  who  had  promoted  the  peace,  or  rather 
piecipitated  it,  upon  the  French  conditions.  After 
tiinner,  we  entered  into  long  conferences,  in  which 
moníieur  Van  Lewen  aílured  them  with  great  confi- 
dence  oí  the  king’s  fincerity  in  the  refolutions  he  had 
taken,  and  feconded  very  effettually  all  I  had  to  fay 
upon  that  fubject ;  which  had  the  more  credit  from 
one  who  has  gonc  as  far  as  any  oí  them  in  purfuit  and 
acceptance  of  the  peace. 

1  he  prince  was  impatient  to  know  what  liad  paíied 
in  this  meeting,  which  made  me  go  to  him  that  even- 
ing ;  ano  I  toid  hi ni,  that  I  was  very  confident  to  have 
round,  that  moníieur  Patz,  was  incurable,  and  not 
oíherwifc  to  be  dealt  with  ;  but  that  all  the  reí!  were 


good 
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good  and  well  meaning  perfons  to  their  country,  ab- 
ufed  firft  by  jealoufies  of  his  Highnefs’s  match  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  apprehcnfions  of  our  court  being  wholly  in 
the  meafures  of  Franco,  and  by  the  plaufible  offers  of 
Franco  towards  fuch  a  peace  as  they  could  defire  for 
themfelves  :  that  they  were  fomething  enlightened  by 
the  late  refufal  of  delivering  up  the  Spanifh  tovvns  till 
the  fatisfaólion  of  Sweden  ;  and  would,  I  doubted  not, 
awaken  their  fevcral  towns,  fo  as  to  malee  them  re- 
ceive  favourably  his  majeíty’s  propofition  upon  this 
conjunóture.  It  happened  accordingly  *,  for  monfieur 
Hoelt  propoíing  at  Amfterdam  to  malee  a  tnal  and 
judgmentofthe  fincerity  of  France  upon  thewhole  pro- 
ceeding  of  the  peace,  by  their  evacuating  the  Spanifh 
towns,  and  without  it  to  continué  the  war,  he  carried 
his  point  there,  in  ípite  of  Valkenier;  and  the  lame 
folio wed  in  all  the  reft  of  the  towns;  fo  that,  when 
I  fell  into  this  negotiation,  I  concluded  the  treaty  in 
fix  days  •,  by  which  France  was  obliged  to  declare 
within  fourteen  after  the  date  thereof,  that  they  would 
evacúate  the  Spanifh  towns ;  or,  in  cale  of  their  refu¬ 
fal,  Holland  was  engaged  to  go  on  with  the  war,  and 
England  immediately  to  declare  it  againft  France,  in 
conjundtion  with  Holland,  and  the  reft  of  the  confe- 
derates. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined  what  a  new  life  this  gave 
to  the  authority  and  fortunes  of  the  prince  ofOrange, 
who  was  now  owned  by  the  States  to  have  made  a  tru- 
er  judgment,  than  they  had  done,  of  the  meafures  they 
were  to  expedí  both  from  France  and  England ;  the  laft 
having  proceeded  fo  refolutely  to  the  offers  of  entering 
into  the  war  (which  was  never  believed  in  Holland) 
and  France,  after  raifing  fo  irnportant  a  difficulty  in 
the  peace,  having  proceeded  in  the  war  fo  far  as  to 
hlock  up  Mons,  one  of  the  beft  frontiers  remaining  to 
FJanders  $  which  was  expeded  to  fall  into  their  hands 

before 
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Preparations  were  made  with  the  greateft  viooúr 
njagmable  for  his  highnefs’s  expedition  to  Se 
Mon  .  and  about  ten  thoufandEngliíh,  already  arrived 
in  Flanders,  were  ordered  to  march  that  way  and  ioin 
the  pnnce  He  went  into  the  field,  with  i  firnAe- 
het  that  the  war  would  certainly  go  on,  fince  France 
feemed  too  lar  engaged  in  honour  to  yield  the  eva- 
ciutxon  oi  the  towns  ;  and  though  they  iliould  vet 
Spain  could  not  be  ready  to  agree  and  fio-n  the  pelee 
w.thm  the  tetra  limited :  andlie  thought°that  he  Jeñ 

St“[fs  1  'efolved  not  to  conclude  otherwife  than  in 
conjunción  with  that  crown  :  and  befides,  he  hoped 
to  engage  the  French  army  befóte  the  term  fot  fignin. 

e  p^aee  ftiould  expire  ;  and  refolved  to  relieve  Mons& 
ordie  in  the  attempt,  whether  the  peace  fucceeded  or 
£?  °  as  the  contmuance  of  the  war  feemed  inevita- 

ie.  But  no  man,  fince  Solomon,  ever  enough  con- 
íidered  how  fubjeft  all  thmgs  are  to  time  and  chance 
ñor  how  poor  diviners  the  wifeíí  men  are  of  future 
events  how  plainly  foever  all  things  may  feem  laid 
towards  the  producing  them  ;  ñor  upon  how  fmall  ac- 
cidents  the  greateft  counfels  and  revolutions  turn ;  which 

waS  never  more  proved  than  by  the  courfe  and  event 
or  this  affair. 

Atter  the  treaty  concluded  and  fignified  to  France, 
all  the  ares,  that  could  be,  were  on  that  fide  employ- 
ed  to  elude  it,  by  drawing  this  matter  into  treaty,  or 
into  greater  length,  which  had  fucceeded  fo  well  in 
England.  They  oífered  to  treat  upon  it  at  St.  Quintín 
then  at  Ghent,  where  the  king  himfelf  would  meet 
fuch  ambaffadors  as  the  Dutch  Ihould  fend  toeither  of 
thele  towns.  But  the  States  were  firm  not  to  recede 
from  their  late  treaty  concluded  with  his  majefty,  and. 
lo  continued  tiil  about  five  days  before  the  term  was  to 
expire.  1  hen  arrived  from  England  one  De  Croís, 

formcrly 
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formerly  a  French  monk,  who  fometime  lince  had  Iefr, 
his  frock  for  a  petticoat,  and  inünuated  himfelf  fo  far 
in  the  Swediíh  court,  as  to  procure  a  commifiion  (or 
credence  at  leaft)  for  a  certain  petty  agency  in  England. 
At  London  he  had  devoted  himfelf  wholly  to  monfieur 
Barillon  the  French  ambafiador,  though  pretending  to 
purfue  the  intereíl  ol  Sweden.  About  a  wcc...  aiter  1 
had  fent  a  fecretary  into  England  with  the  treaty  figned, 
this  man  brought  me  a  packet  from  court,  com- 
mandmg  me  to  go  ímmediately  avvay  to  ilimeguen; 
and  there  to  endeavour  all  I  could  (and  from  his 
maiefty)  to  perfuade  the  Swedilli  ambaíTadors  to  let 
the  French  there  knovv,  that  they  would,  for  tire  good 
of  Chriftendom,  confent,  and  even  delire  the  king  of 
France,  no  longer  to  defer  the  evacuación  of  the 
towns,  and  confequently  the  peace,  upon  the  fole  re¬ 
o-arel  and  intereft  of  the  crown  of  Sweden.  I  was 
likewife  commanded  to  afilare  the  faid  amoanadors, 
that,  after  this  peace,  his  majeíly  would  ufe  all  the 
moft  effeétual  endeavours  he  could,  for  reílitution  of 
the  towns  and  countries  the  Swedes  had  lote  inthe  war. 

It  was  not  eafy  for  any  man  to  be  more  furprifed 
than  I  was  by  this  difpatch  ;  but  the  Penñoner  Fagei 
was  ítunned,  who  carne  and  told  me  the  whole  con- 
tents  of  it,  before  .1  had  mentioned  it  to  any  man  ; 
and,  that  De  Crofs  had  gone  about  moft  induftriouíly 
to  the  deputies  of  the  íeveral  towns,  and  acquainted 
them  with  it ;  and,  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  ab- 
folutely  confented  and  agreed  between  the  two  kings ; 
that  he  had  brought  me  orders  to  go  ftraight  to  Nime- 
guen  •,  and,  that  I  íhould,  at  my  arrival  there,  meet 
with  letters  from  my  lord  Sunderland,  the  king  s 
ambafiador  at  Paris,  with  all  the  particulars  conclu- 
ded  between  them. 

How  this  difpatch  by  De  Croís  was  gained,  or  by 
whom,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine :  but,  upon 

mv  next  return  for  England,  the  duke  told  me,  that 
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he  knew  nothing  of  it  til]  it  was  gone,  having  been  a 
tuTSUU  m°rning-  %  ^d  tr’eafurer^aid  alí 

at  could  be  to  excufe  himfelf  of  it  ;  and  I  never 
talked  o  it  to  fecretary  Willamfon  ;  but  the  kina  in. 
deed  told  me  pleafantly,  That  the  rogue  De  Crofs  had 
outwitted  them  all.  The  account  I  met  with  at  court 
was  that  thefe  orders  were  agreed  and  difpatched  one 
morning  ,n>  an  hour’s  time,  and  in  the  duchefs  of 
-ot  timo utii  s  chamber,  by  the  intervention  and  purfuit 
01  monfieur  Banllon.  However  it  was,  and  what  en- 
deavours  foever  were  made  immediately  after,  at  our 
court  t°  retrieve  this  game,  it  never  could  be  done  • 
and  tras  one  incident  changed  the  whole  fate  of  Chri- 
ltendom ;  and  with  fo  little  feeming  ground  for  any  fuch 
counid,  that,  before  De  Crofs’s  arrival  at  the  Hague, 
t  ie  wediíh  ambaíTadors  at  Nimeguen  had  made  the 
very  lame  declaration  and  inftances  to  theFrencham- 
aííadors  there,  that  I  was  poíted  away  from  the  Hacrue 

Prctence  °f perfuading  them  to  refolve  on. 

When  I  arrived  at  Nimegiien,  there  remained  but 
t  íee  days  of  the  term  fixed  by  the  late  treaty  between 
his  majefty  and  the  States,  at  the  Mague,  either  for 
the  French  affent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  or 
ror  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  in  conjunétion  of  Eno-- 
iand  with  Holland,and  confequently  the  reíl  of  the  con- 
xedeiates.  I  found  all  men  there  perfuaded,  that  the 
peace  would  not  fucceed  ;  and  indeed  all  appearances 
were  againft  it.  ^  The  French  ambaíTadors  had  given 
many  reafons,  in  a  formal  fort  of  manifeíto,  to  the 
Dutch,  why  the  king,  their  mafter,  could  not  confent 
to  it  \vrithout  the  previous  fatisfaótion  of  Sweden,  whofe 
intereíls  he  efteemed  the  lame  with  his  own  •,  but  yet 
deciaring  he  was  willing  to  receive  any  expedients, 
the  States  fhould  oíTer  in  this  matter,  either  by  their 
ambaíTadors  at  Nimeguen,  or  fuch  as  they  fhould  fend 
to  his  molí  chriftian  majefty  at  St.  Quintín,  or  Ghent. 
The  Dutch  gave  them  an  anfwer  in  writino*,  declarirjm 

it 
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it  was  a  matter  no  longer  entire,  fince,  upon  the  dif- 
ficulty  raifed  about  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  the 
States,  their  maílers,  had  been  induced  to  fign  a  trea- 
ty  with  England,  from  which  they  could  not  recede, 
jnorrrom  the  day  therein  fixed  for  determining  the  fate 
of  either  peace  or  war-,  and  as  there  was  no  time, 
fo  there  could  be  no  ufe  of  any  deputation  to  St. 
Quintín,  or  Ghent,  ñor  any  other  expedient,  befides 
the  afient  of  France  to  evacúate  the  towns.  After  this, 
theFrench  ambaífadors  had  declared  to  the  Dutch,  that 
they  had  found  the  king  their  mafter  was  refolved,  at 
the  delire  of  the  Swedes,  to  retard  the  peace  no  long¬ 
er  upon  their  confideration ;  and  would  confent  to 
evacúate  the  towns,  upon  condition  the  States  would 
fend  their  deputies  to  treat  upon  the  ways  of  fecur- 
ing  the  future  fatisfaélion  to  Sweden,  which  was  by 
both  intended.  But  the  Dutch  ambaífadors  continu- 
ed  peremptory,  that  there  could  be  no  deputation  made 
by  their  maílers ;  and,  that  if  the  terrn  fixed  by  the 
late  treaty  with  England  fhould  elapfe,  there  was  no  re- 
medy  but  the  war  muít  go  on.  To  this  the  French  a  ro¬ 
ba  fiador  s  replying,  that  their  hands  were  bound  up  from 
proceedingfurther  without  fuch  a  deputation,  the  peace 
was  thereupon  efteemed  defperate  ;  and  the  more  fo, 
becaufe  at  the  fame  time,  the  duke  of  Luxemburg  prefi 
ied  Mons,  and  the  maríhal  de  Schomberg  feemed  to 
threaten  Cologne,  demanding  of  them  immediate  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  the  monev  that  had  been  leized  durins 

J  •  CU 

the  affembly  there  ;  and  Bruífels  itlelf  grew  unquiet, 
upon  their  finding  themfelves  almoft  furrounded  by 
French  troops ;  fo  as  the  confedérate  minifters  thought 
themfelves  fecure  of  what  thev  had  fo  much  and  fo 

j 

long  defired  and  aimed  at,  which  was  a  long  war  in 
conjun&ion  with  England :  for  they  neither  believed 
France  would  yield  a  pointthey  had  fo  long  and  fo  pub- 
liely  conteíled  *,  ñor  (if  they  did)  that  the  Dutch  would 
fjuffer  their  ambaífadors  tofign  the  peace  without  Spain ; 
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'  rhe  /!?'  time  ,waf  noY  t00  ncar  expiring  for  agrccmg' 
the  terms  and  draught  of  a  treaty  between  the  twl 

c.  ovvns  vvbich  had  not  yen  been  in  any  kind  digefted. 

the  midít  o¿  thefe  appearances  and  difpoiicions  at 
ÍNimeguen  carne  the  fatal  day,  agreed  by  the  late  trea¬ 
ty  at  the  Hague,  for  determining  whether  a  fudden 
peace,  or  a  long  war,  were  to  be  reckoned  upon  in 
Ch  riñen  dom  ;  when  in  the  morning  early,  monfieur 
L°!  cel,  wh° had  been  fent  from  Amfterdam  to  the  Dutch 
ambaíladors  at  Nimeguen,  went  to  the  Frenchambaf- 
ladors;  and,  after  lome  conference  with  them,  thefe 
three  ambaíladors  went  immediately  to  thofe  of  Hol 
land,  and  declared  to  them,  they  had  received  orders 
to  confent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towns,  and  there- 
upon  to  fign  the  peace,  but  that  it  muft  be  done  that 
very  morning.  Whether  the  Dutch  were  furprifed  or 
no,  they  feemed  to  be  fo  ;  and,  entering  into  debate  up- 
on  leyerai  of  the  ameles,  as  well  as  upon  the  intereíts 
ot  opain,  this  conference  lafted  near  five  hours  •  but 
ended  in  agreement  upon  all  the  points,  both  of  peace 
and  commerce,  between  France  and  Holland,  and  or- 

/rui  ^ntinS  a11  fair  Wlth  the  greateft  hafte  that  was 
poíüDle,  fo  as  tne  treaty  might  be  íigned  that  night. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  the  French  ambafla- 
dors,  having  demanded  an  hour  of  me  and  Sir  Lioneí 
carne  to  us  at  rny  houfe,  gaye  us  an  account  of  their 
agreement  with  the  Dutch  ambaífadors  upon  all  points 
in  difference  between  them,  and  of  the  treaty’s  beincr 
o  ordered,  as  that  it  íhould  be  íigned  that  eveninp' ; 
and  niade  us  the  oífer  that  they  v/ould  all  come,  and 
fign  it  at  my  houfe,  that  fo  we  might  have  the  part  in 
it  that  was  due  to  the  mediato rs. 

We  aniweied  them,  that,  having  been  fent  byhisma- 
jefly  witn  inftrudtions  only  to  medíate  a  general  peace, 
we  could  not  by  our  orders  affiít  at  the  fignino-  0f  a 
particular  one;  and  therefore  deíired  them  to  excuíe 
us  írom  having  any  part  in  this  conciufion  between 

them. 
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them  and  thc  Dutch,  eithcr  by  the  figning  it  at  our 
houfes,  or  by  ufing  our  ñames  as  mediators  in  ihe 
treaty.  ;  ' 

The  Dutch  ambaíTadors  carne  to  us  likewife  with 
the  lame  communication  and  ofrer,  and  received  the 
iame  anlwer  ;  and  I  obíerved  their  convcríation,  upon 
this  mighty  and  fudden  turn,  to  be  a  good  deal  embar- 
raiTed,  and  íomething  irrefolute,  and  not  very  weil 
agreed  between  the  tvvo ambaíTadors  theinfelves.  Mon- 
FieurVan  Beverning  complained  of  the  uncertainty  of 


our  conduól  in  Engiand,  and  the  incurable  jealoufles 
that  De  Crofs’s  journey  had  raifed  in  Holland  :  That, 
fince  the  king  ílill  deíired  the  peace,  his  mafters  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  conduele  it  •  and  that  they,  the 
ambaíTadors,  took  themfelves  to  be  Ib  inítruóted,  as 
that  they  muftíign  the  peace  upon  the  oíFcrs  made  by 
the  French  to  evacúate  the  tovvns.  Monfieur  Van 
Harén  did  not  feem  to  me  lo  clear  in  point  of  their 
orders  -and  í  never  could  learn  whether,  upon  De  Crofs’s 
arrival  and  difeourfes  at  the  Hague,the  States- deputies 
the  re  had  fent  orders  to  their  ambaíTadors  at  Nimeguen 
to  fign  the  peace  (even  without  the  Spaniards)  in  cafe 
oí  the  French  alien ting  to  the  evacuation  of  t}  e  towns 
before  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpofe  íliould  ex¬ 
pire  ;  or  whether  only  the  town  of  Amfterdam  had  by 
Boreel  fent  that  advice  to  moníieur  Van  Beverning, 
with  aíTurances  to  bear  him  out  in  what  he  did,  where 
his  orders  might  rcceive  adoubtful  fenfe  or  interpreta- 
tion.  However  it  were,  monfieur  Van  Beverning  was 
bent  upon  giving  this  fudden  end  of  the  war,  and  fuch 
a  quick  difpatch  to  the  draught  of  the  treaty,  that  it 
was  agreed  in  all  arricies,  and  written  out  fair,  fo  as  to 


be  figned  between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night.  And 
thus  were  eluded  all  the  efFeéls  of  the  late  treaty  con- 


cluded  at  the  Hague,  and  the  hopes  conceived  by  the 
confederates  oí  the  war’s  góingon  ;  which  fo  provoked 
feveral  of  their  minifters,  as  to  engage  them  in  fharp 
V  ol.  II.  G  g  "  and 
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and  violent  proteftations  againft  the  Dutch  ambaíTa^ 
dons,  by  which  they  hoped  to  dctcr  them  from  fio-nincr 
the  peace  without  new  orders  from  their  mafters?5  But 
all  was  to  no  purpofe,  Van  Beverning  was  unmoved, 
and  the  thing  was  done. 

The  day  aftcr  the  peace  was  figned,  carne  an  exprefs 
to  me  from  court,  with  the  ratifications  of  the  late 
treaty  betwecn  his  Majefty  and  the  States,  and  orders 
to  me  irnmediately  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  them; 
which  was  ítich  a  counterpace  to  the  difpatch  I  liad 
received  by  De  Crols,  and  to  the  confequences  of  it, 
which  had  ended  in  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  and 
thereby  rendered  the  late  treaty  ofnofarther  ufe,  that 
the  ratification  feemed  now  as  unnecefíary,  as  it  had 
been  at  firft  unrefolved  at  our  court,  and  unexpebled 
from  us  by  the  Dutch.  However,  I  wentaway  imme- 
diately  npon  this  exprefs;  and,  next  day  after  my  arri- 
yal  at  the  Hagu-e,  made  an  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
accordmg  to  the  orders  I  received. 

I  found  the  penfioner  and  fe  ve  ral  other  of  the 
depunes  very  much  unfatisfied  with  the  peace,  and 
moic  withtne  precipitation  of  monfieur  Van  Beverning 
to  fign  it  upon  the  inciden  offer  of  the  French  ambaíTa- 
dors  to  evacúate  the  towns,  and  before  he  had  ac- 
quainted  the  States  with  it,  and  received  new  orders 
upon  it.  They  faid  his  mftruétions  could  not  warrant 
him  ;  they  talked  of  calling  him  in  queftion  for  it, 
and  of  difavowing  what  he  had  done,  and  thereupon 
of  having  recouríe  to  the  treaty  with  his  majefty, 
(which  they  now  faw  ratified)  and  of  conlinuing  the 
war  in  conjunction  with  England;  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  they  faw  France  had  no  rnind  to  venture  i%  but 
had  chofen  to  ftoop  from  thofe  high  flights  they  had 
ío  iOng  made  in  a¿l  tranfaífions  with  their  neinhbours 
either  of  w^ar  or  peace.  But  others  of  the  Deputies, 
efpecially  thofe  of  Amfterdam,declared  their  fatisfaétion 
in  this  conclufion  at  Nimeguen,  argued,  that  the 

weaknefs 
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weáknefs  o f  their  confedera  tes,  efpecially  Spain,  and 
the  uníleadinefs  or  irrefolution  of  England,  had  made 
the  peace  of  abfolute  neceflity  to  Holland  \  andexcuíed 
any  precipitatipn  of  their  ambaífadors  in  figning  that 
day,  or  without  clear  and  pofitive  orders,  upon  the 
emergeney  being  fo  íudden  and  furprifing,  and  the 
time fo  critica!,  that  the  delay  oí  fendingto  theHague 
muíl  oí  neceflity  have  engaged  the  States  in  their  ob- 
ligations  of  the  late  treaty  with  England,  and  thereby 
in  a  neceflity  of  continuing  the  war. 

Thetruth  is,  I  never  obferved,  either  in  whatl  had 
feen  or  read,  any  négotiation  managed  with  greater 
addreís  and  iídll,  than  this  had  been  by  the  French  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  affair ;  efpecially  fin  ce  the 
prince  of  Orange’s  match,  which  was  tllought  to  have 
given  them  fo  great  a  blow,  and  by  forcé  of  con- 
duót  was  turned  fo  much  to  their  ádvantage.  5Tis 
eertain  and  pláin^  they  never  intended  to  continué  the 
war,  if  England  fhould  fall  with  fuch  weight  into  the 
fcale  of  the  confederates,  as  the  forcé  of  that  king- 
dom  ana  humour  of  the  people  wculd  have  given  to 
luch  a  conjunílion ;  and  confequently,  that  his  ma- 
jefty  might  have  preferibed  what  terms  he  pleafed  of 
the  peace*  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  mediation  : 
for  befidés  the  refpeít  which  the  French  have  for  our 
troops,  both  horfe  and  foot,  more  than  any  others, 
efpecially  fince  thefervices  and  advantagesthey  received 
from  them  in  all  their  aótions  againft  the  Germans ; 
befides  the  terror  of  a  conjunftion  bctween  our  naval 
forces  and  the  Dutch,  and  of  defeents  upon  their  coafts, 
with  the  dangerous  influences  that  might  make  upon 
the  clifcontents  of  their  people  ;  they  wifely  forefaw 
another  confeopience  of  our  falling  into  this  confcde- 
racy,  which  muílunavoidably  have  proved  more  mortal 
to  them  than  al]  the  reft,  in  twoyears  time.  For  whereas 
the  wealth  of  trance,  which  makes  their  greatnefs, 
arifes  from  the  infinite  confumption  made,  by  fo  many 
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neighbouring  countries,  of  fo  many  and  rich  commo- 
clities  as  tiie  native  ioil  and  climate,  or  ingenuityoí  the 
P'fople  produces  inFrance;  in  cafe  this  warhad  gone  on, 
with  England  engagedin  it,  allthefeveinsof  íuch  infinite 
treaiure  fiad  been  ítopped  at  once,  orat  leait  left  open 
onlv  to  lome  parts  of  Italy,  which  neither  takes  ofF  their 
w ines,  their  ialts,  ñor  their  modes  in  habit  or  equipage, 
that  dravv  jo  vaít  expences  upon  all  the  provinces  al- 
moít  ot  b  inope  which  lie  northward  of  France,  and 
dram  íuch  vaít  funis  of  money  from  all  their  neigh- 
bours,  into  that  fruitful  and  noble  kingdom,  more  fa- 
voured  by  nature,  in  my  opinión,  than  any  other  in 
the  world  :  but  the  lofs  of  this  advantage,  upon  the 
neceffity,  íolly,  or  luxury  of  others,  muí!:,  in  two  or 
three  years  time,  reduce  them  to  fuch  weaknefs  in 
thoíe  finews  of  the  war,  by  fo  general  a  poverty  and 
mifery  among  their  people,  that  there  would  need  no 
other  eífeóf  of  Iuch  a  general  confederacy,  to  confume 
the  ftrength  and  forcé  of  that  nation.  This  they  very 
prudently  forefaw,  and  never  intended  to  venture; 
but,  having  reafon  to  apprehend  it  from  the  Prince  of 
Orange’s  match  in  England,  they  took  it  without  re- 
lentment  ;  nay,  improved  it  rather  into  new  kind- 
neis  than  quarrel,  making  ufe  of  the  king’s  good  na¬ 
ture  to  engage  him  in  a  prorogation  of  the  parliament 
immediately  after  ;  which  made  it  appear,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  that  they  had  ftill  the  afcendant 
upon  our  court.  They  eluded  the  effedts  of  the 
meífage  fent  them  by  lord  Duras  with  his  majefty’s 
fcheme  of  the  peace,  by  drawing  it  out  into  expof- 
tulations  of  kindnefs,  and  fo  into  treaty.  During 
this  amufement  of  our  court,  they  plied  their  bufinefs 
in  Holland  yet  with  greater  art  and  induítry,  poi- 
foncd  the  people  there  with  jealoufies  of  the  prince’s 
match  in  England,  and  of  defigns  from  both  upon 
their  liberties  by  a  long  and  unneceífary  conti- 
nuance  of  the  war.  They  united  the  faótions  in  Am- 
íierdam  upon  the  fcent  of  a  peace,  and  upon  their  own 

con- 
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conditions,  to  avoid  thofe  that  had  been  propofed  by 
his  majefty.  When  thcy  had  gained  their  point  with 
the  ieveral  depunes  in  Holland,  they  acquainted  the 
king  with  their  being  fure  of  the  peace  on  that  fide  *, 
and,  by  his  ambafiador  at  París,  made  offers  of  mighty 
fums,  both  to  himfelf  and  his  chief  minifter,  only  íor 
their  confent  to  íuch  a  peace  as  Holland  itlelf  was  con¬ 
tení  with.  When  the  States  had  abfolutely  refolved 
on  the  peace,  by  the  particular  fadlion  of  Amílerdam, 
and  general  terror  upon  the  French  taking  of  Ghent 
and  threatening  Antwerp,  they  efteemed  the  humour 
in  Holland  lo  violent  towards  the  peace,  and  lo  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  flu&uation  of  our  counfels  in  Eng- 
land,  that  they  thought  they  might  be  bola  with  thern 
upon  the  interefts  of  Spain,  and  lo  raifed  the  pretence 
of  not  evacuating  the  towns  before  the  fatisfaftion  of 
Sweden.  And  though  1  know  this  was  by  the  politi- 
cians  efteemed  a  wrong  pace  of  France  yet  1  did  not 
think  it  fo,  but  that  all  appearances  were  for  their  fuc- 
ceeding  in  it.  Ñor  had  they  reafon  to  believe  either 
our  court  or  Holland  would  have  refented  it  to  that 
degree  they  did  *,  or  that  they  could  have  fallen  into 
fuch  cióle  and  fudden  meafures,  and  with  íuch  confi- 
dence,  as  they  happened  to  do  upon  this  occafion  by 
the  treaty  of  July  at  the  Hague.  When  this  was  con- 
cluded,  they  made  all  the  offers  that  could  be  at  bréale- 
ing  the  forcé  of  it  ♦,  by  drawing  it  into  negotiation, 
and  by  condefceníions  to  the  States  unuíual  with  that 
crown  even  to  the  greateft  kings.  They  poifoned  it  by 
the  difpatch  of  De  Crofs,  and  by  his  inílruílions,  as^ 
well  as  artífices  and  induftry,  to  make  the  contents  of 
it  public  at  the  Hague  ;  which  were  pretended  at  court 
to  be  fent  over  to  me  with  the  greateft  lecrecy  that 
could  be.  At  the  fame  time  they  made  all  the  decla- 
rations  of  not  receding  from  the  difficulties  they  had 
raifed,  otherwife  than  by  treaty  •,  and  thereby  laid 
afleep  all  jealoufies  of  the  confederates,  as  v/ell  as  en- 

G  g  3  deavours 
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deavours  to  prevent  a  blow  they  did  no t  believe  could 
arnve,  where  the  honour  of  France  feemed  fo  far  en- 
gaged  :  and  thus  they  continued  ti]l  the  very  dav 
limited  for  their  final  declararon.  The  fecret  was  fo 
yed  kcpt,  that  none  had  the  leaft  umbrage  of  it  that 
verymorning.  When  they  declared  it,  they  left  not 
the  Dutcn  ambaíTadors  time  enough  to  fend  to  their 
ni  after  s  •  fearing,  it  they  had,  the  States  would  have 
lefuled  to  fign  without  Spain,  which  could  not  be 

rfa  '^rr  e^0te,t^je  t:fne  have  elapfed  for  incurring 
the  eífects  of  the  late  treaty. 

.  ^  ^1US  t^e  Peace  was  gained  witli  Hplland.  His  ma- 
jehy  was  excludea  from  any  fair  pretence  of  enterinof 
mto  the  war,  after  the  vaft  expence  of  raifino-  a  great 
army,  and  tranfporting  them  into  Flanders,  and  after 
a  great  expectation  of  his  people  raifed,  and,  as  they 
thought,  deluded,  Spain  was  neceffitated  to  accept 
the  te^i  rns  that  the  Dutch  had  negotiated  for  them  ; 
and  this  le.it.  the  peace  of  the  empire  wholly  at  the 
mercy  and  difcretion  of  France,  and  the  reílitution  of 
Loriain  (which  a]l  had  confented  in)  wholly  abandoned 
and  unpiovided.  So  that  1  muft  again  conclude  the 
conduét  of  t  rance  to  have  been  admirable  in  the  whole 
couife  cf  this  affair,  and  the  Italian  proverb  to  con  ti- 
nne  truc,  che  gh  pazzt  Frcinceji  joño  morti  [the  French 
íools  are  deacl.J  On  the  contrary,  our  couníels  and 
conduct  weie  like  thofe  of  a  fioating  ifland,  driven  one 
way  or  t  otner,  according  to  the  winds  or  tides.  The 
kíng  s  diípofition  inclinad  him  to  prelerve  his  meafures 
with  France,  and  confequently  to  promote  a  peace 
whicn  might  oreak  the  prefent  confederacy  :  the  liu- 
mour  ot  his  people  and  parliament  was  violent  to- 
wards  engaging  him  in  a  war :  the  minifters were  wa^ 
venng  between  the  fears  of  making  their  court  ill,  or 
of  drawing  upon  them  the  heats  of  a  houfe  of  com- 
mons,  whom  tne  king  s  expences  made  him  always  in 
peed  ofi  From  theje  humoyirs  aróle  thofe  uncertaim 
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tles  in  our  counfels,  that  no  man,  who  was  not  behind 
the  curtain,  could  tell  what  to  make  of,  and  which 
appeared  to  others  much  more  myfterious  than  indeed 
they  were  •,  till  a  new  and  formidable  engine,  begin- 
nmcr  to  appear  upon  the  ílage,  madc  the  court  fall 
intcTan  abfolute  refolution  of  entering  into  the  war 
juft  when  it  was  too  late  •,  and  to  poft  away  the  rati- 
fications  of  the  treaty  of  July,  fo  as  to  arrive  the  day 
after  the  French  and  Dutch  had  figned  the  peace, 
and  after  the  king  had  given  the  States  occafion  to 
believe  he  did  not  mtenci  to  ratify  it,  but  that  he  had 
taken  his  meafures  with  F ranee ;  for  fo  all  men  in 
Holland  concluded  fronr  De  Crols  s  journey,  und  the 
commands  he  brought  me  ior  mine  to  Nimtguen,  at 
a  time  when  my  prefence  at  the  Hague  was  thought 
the  moft  neceífary,  both  to  ratify  the  tieaiy,  it  it  had 
been  intended,  and  to  kcep  the  States  ínm  to  tlieir 

refolutions  upon  it.  _  . 

Xhus  ended  in  fmoke  this  whole  ncgotiaticn,  which 

was  near  raifing  fo  great  a  fire.  F ranee,  having  made 
the  peace  with  Flolland,  treated  all  the  reft  of  it  with 
eafe  and  leifure,  as  playing  a  fure  garne.  England,  to 
avoid  a  cruel  convulñon  that  threatened  them  at  home, 
would  fain  have  gone  into  the  war,  if  Holland  would 
have  been  prevailed  with  ;  but  they  could  not  trull  us 
enough  to  lote  the  prefent  intereft  of  trade,  for  the 
uncertain  events  of  a  v/ar  wherein  they  thought  their 
neighbours  more  concerned  than  themlelves. 

About  two  or  three  days  after  my.  return  to  the 
Hastie,  and  exchanging  the  ratifications,  carne  the 
news  of  the  battle  oí  Mons,  between  the  prme  e  ofOiange 
and  the  French  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Luxemburg,  who  had  poíled  himfelf  with  the  flxengtn 
and  ñower  of  the  French  forces  fo  as  to  prtvent  the 
prince’s  defign  of  relieving  Mons.  And  I.remember, 
the  day  the  Dutch  peace  was  figned  at  Nimeguen,  1 
was  favincr  to  the  Maríhal  D’Eftrades,  That,  for  aught 

;  G  g  4  i  knew, 
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I  knfwVwe,mi§ht  have  a  Peace  figned,  and  a  battle 
ought,  botii  in  one  day.  He  replied,  There  was  no 

reai  oí  it ;  ibr  the  Duke  of  Luxemburg  had  writ  him 
wcid,  he  was  Jo  poíted,  that  ií  he  had  but  ten  thou- 
iand  men,  and  the  prince  ferry,  yet  he  was  fu  re  he 
would  ñor  be  forced  ;  whereas  he  took  his  army  to  be 
ftronger  than  that  of  the  prince.  I  need  not  relate  an 
añion  fo  vyell  known  in  the  world  5  and  fo  fhall  only 
ia; ,  that  in  ipite  oí  inany  difadvantages  from  an  army 
drawn  fo  iuddenly  together,  ib  hafty  a  march  as  that  of 
the  Dutch,  and  pofts  taken  with  fo  much  flkill,  and 
fortified  with  fo  muchinduíiry  by  the  French,  as  was 
believed,  the  prince  upon  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft 
^ttacked  them  with  a  refoiution  and  vigourthatat  firít 
iurprifed  them,  and,  after  an  obíiinate  and  bloody 
¿ignt,  io  difordered  them,  that  though  the  nitrht 
prevented  the  end  of  the  abLon,  yet  it  was  generally 
concluded,  that,  ií  he  had  been  at  liberty  next  day  to 
puríue  it  with  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Englifh  that 
were  ready  to  join  his  army,  he  muíí  in  all  appearance 
pot  oniy  have  relieved  Mons,  but  made  íuch  an  im- 
pre ilion  intq  h  ranee  as  had  been  often  deíigned, 
but  never^attempted  fince  the  war  began  ;  and  upon 
which  a  French  officer  prefent  in  it  faid,  That'  he 
efteemed  this  the  only  heroic  aftion  that  had  been 
done  in  the  whole  courfe  or  progrds  of  it. 

dut,  the  morning  after  the  battle,  the  prince received 
iiom  the  States  advice  or  the  peace  having  been 
íigned  atNimeguen-,  and  thereupon  immediatelyfent  a 
deputy  with  the  news  or  it  to  monfieurDeLuxemburp*. 
After  compliments  paífed  on  both  fides,  the  Duke  de- 
üred  to  fee  the  prince  *,  which  v/as  agreed  to,  and  they 
met  in  the  ñe!d;  at  the  head  of  their  chief  officers, 
where  all  paífed  with  the  civilities  that  became  the 
occaíion,  and  with  great  euriofity  of  the  French,  to  fee 
and  crowd  about  a  young  prince,  who  had  made  fo 
tpuch  qczfe  in  the  world,  and  had,  the  day  before, 


giver* 
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o-íven  lifeand  vigour  to  fuch  a  defperate  adion,  as  all 
men  eíteemed  this  battle  of  St.  Dennis.  Yet  many 
refiedions  were  made  upon  it  by  the  prince’s  friends,  as 
well  as  his  enemies  :  íbme  iaid  that  he  knew  the  peace 
was  figned  before  the  fight  began,  and  that  it  was  too 
great  a  venturo  both  to  himlelt  and  the  States,  and  too 
great  a  facrifice  to  his  own  honour,  fince  it  could  be 
to  no  other  advantage  :  others  laid  it  tothe  marquisDe 
Grana,  who,  they  faid,  had  intercepted  and  concealed  the 
States  packet  to  the  prince,  which  carne  into  the  camp 
the  day  before  the  battle  (but  after  it  was  refolved  on) 
and  that  he  had  hopes  by  fuch  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
even  after  it  was  figned,  that  the  progrefs  of  it  would 
have  been  defeated.  Whether  this  were  true,  or  no, 

I  could  never  certainly  be  infornred  •,  but  lo  much  is, 
that  the  prince  could  not  have  ended  the  war  with 
greater  glory  ;  ñor  with  greater  fpite,  to  fee  fuch  a 
mighty  occafion  wrefted  out  of  his  hands  by  the  iud- 
den  and  unexpeded  figning  of  the  peace,  which  he 
had  affured  himfelf  the  States  would  not  have  con- 
fented  to  without  the  Spaniards.  Yet,  upon  the  cer^ 
tain  news  of  it,  he  drew  back  his  army,  returned  to 
the  Hague,  and  left  the  States  to  purfue  their  own 
paces  in  order  to  finifhing  the  treaty  between  F ranee 
and  Spain,  wherein  the  Dutch  ambaífadors  at  Nimc- 
guen  employedthemfelveswith  great  zealanddiligence, 
and  no  longer  as  parties  or  confederates,  but  as  media- 
tors  j  whilft  Sir  Lionel,  who  continued  ftil!  there  in 
that  figure,  declined  the  fundion,  as  in  a  matter  wherein 
he  found  our  court  would  not  take  any  part,  ñor  allow 
themfelves  to  have  had  any  in  the  peace  between  France 
and  Holland. 

Soon  after  the  prince’s  return,  he  went  to  Dieren  to 
hunt  in  the  Veluwe,  like  a  perlón  that  had  little  elfe 
to  do  :  and,  I  having  occafion  to  go  at  the  fame  time 
to  Amfterdam,  he  defired  me  toremember  him  kindly 
to  monfieur  Floeft,  the  chief  burgomafter  there,  and 
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tell  him,  that  he  defired  him  to  be  no  longer  in  his 
intereíls  than  he  íliould  find  his  highnefs  in  the  true 
interefts  of  the  State.  I  did  fo  ;  and  monfieur  Hoeft 
very  frankly  and  generoufly  bid  me  tell  the  prince, 
he  would  be  juft  what  his  highnefs  deíired,  and  be 
cver  firm  to  his  intereíls  while  he  was  in  thofe  of  his 
country •,  but,  if  ever  his  highnefs  departed  from 

them,  he  would  be  the  firít  man  to  oppofe  him ;  till 

then,  he  would  neither  cenfure  ñor  diftruft  his  con- 
dudl ;  for  he  knew  very  well,  without  mutual  truít  be- 
tween  the  prince  and  the  States,  his  country  muft  be 
ruined.  From  this  time  to  that  of  his  death,  mon- 
fieur  Hoelt  continued  in  the  fame  mind,  and  by  his 
example  that  great  and  jealous  town  began  to  fall  into 
much  more  confidence,  not  only  of  the  prince,  but  ¿f 

his  vvhole  conduct  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  aífairs 
of  this  State. 

¡- 

toi  the  time  I  ftaid  at  Amfterdam,  I  was  every  dav 
in  converfation  with  monfieur  Hoeft,  who,  befidés 
much  learning,  worth,  fincerenefs,  and  credit  in  his 
town,  was  a  man  of  a  pleafant  natural  humour ;  which 
makes,  in  my  opinión,  the  rnoíl:  agreeable  converfation 
of  all  other  ingredients,  and  much  more  than  any  of 
thofe  fqueezed  or  forced  ftrains  of  wit  that  are  ih 
fome  places  fo  much  in  requeft;  though,  I  think, 
commonly  the  men,  that  aifedl  them,  are  themfelves 
much  fonder  of  them  than  any  of  the  company. 

Dining  one  day  at  monfieur  Hoeft’s,  and  having  a 
great  coid,  I  obferved,  every  time  I  ipit,  a  tight  hand- 
fome  wench  (that  ítood  in  the  room  with  a  clean 
cloth  in  her  hand)  was  prefently  down  to  wipe  it  up, 
and  rub  the  board  clean  :  fomebody  at  table  ípeaking 
of  my  coid,  I  faid,  the  moít  trouble  it  gave  me  was 
to  fee  the  poor  wench  take  fo  much  pains  about  it  : 
monfieur  Hoeft  told  me,  ’Twas  well  I  efcaped  fo  ;  and, 
that  if  his  wife  had  been  at  home,  though  I  were  an 
ambaílador,  fhe  would  have  turned  me  out  of  doors 

for 
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£br  fouling  her  houfe  :  and,  laughing  at  that  humour, 
faid,  there  were  two  rooms  of  his  houfe  that  he  never 
durft  come  into,  and  beíieved  they  were  never  opea 
but  twice  a-year,  to  tnake  them  clean.  I  faid,  1  found 
he  was  a  good  patriot ;  and  not  only  in  the  interefts  of 
his  country,  but  in  the  cuftoms  of  his  town,  where 
that  of  the  wife’s  governing  was,  I  heard,  a  thing 
eftablifhed.  He  replied,  5Twas  true,  and  that  all  a 
man  could  hope  for  there,  was  to  have  une  douce 
patronne  [an  eafy  governefs]  and  that  his  wife  was  fo, 
Another  of  the  magiftrates  at  table,  who  was  a 
graver  man,  faid,  rqonfieur  Hoeft  was  pleafant,  but 
the  thing  was  no  more  fo  in  their  town,  than  in  any 
other  place  that  he  knew  of.  Hoeft  replied  very 
briíkly,  it  was  fo,  and  could  not  be  otheiwife,  for  it 
had  long  been  the  cuftom ;  and  whoever  offered  to 
break  it  would  have  banded  againft  him,  not  only  all 
the  vvomen  in  the  town,  but  all  thofe  men  too  that 
were  governed  by  their  wives,  which  would  make 
too  great  a  party  to  be  oppofed.  In  the  afternoon, 
upon  a  vifit,  and  occafion  of  what  had  been  faid  at 
monfieur  Hoeffs,  many  ítories  were  told  of  the  ftrange 
and  curious  cleanlinefs  fo  general  in  that  city ;  and 
fome  fo  extravagant  that  my  fifter  took  them  for 
¡eft  *,  when  the  fecretary  of  Amílerdam,  that  was  of 
the  company,  defiring  her  to  look  out  of  the  window, 
faid,  Why,  madam,  there  is  the  houfe  where  one  of 
pur-magiftrates  going  to  vifit  the  miftrefs  of  it,  and 
knocking  at  the  door,  a  ftrapping  North-Holland 
lafs  carne  and  opened  it  ;  he  afked,  Whether  her 
miftrefs  was  at  home  ?  fiae  faid,  Yes  *,  and  with  that 
he  offered  to  go  in  :  but  the  wench,  marking  his  fhoes 
were  not  very  clean,  took  him  by  both  arms,  threw 
him  upon  her  back,  carried  him  crofs  two  rooms,  fet 
him  down  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs,  pulled  off  his 
íhoes,  put  him  on  a  pair  of  ílippers  that  ftood  there, 
apd  all  this  wiíhout  ‘  faying  a  word  5  but3  wjien  íhe 
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Md  done,  told  him,  he  might  go  up  to  her  miftrels, 
who  was  ín  her  chamber. 

I  was  very  glad  to  have  a  ltttle  diverted,  with  íiich 
pleafan tries  as  tilde,  the  thoughts  of  that  buiy  ítene 
ín  which  I  was  io  deeply  engaged,  that  I  will  confefs 
the  very  remembrance  of  ir,  and  all  the  ftrange  fur- 
pníing  turas  of  it,  began  to  renew  thofe  cruel  motions 
they  had  raifed  both  m  my  head  and  heart,  whilíf  I 
had  lo  grcat  and  fo  fenfible  a  part  in  them.  But  to 
return  where  I  left  the  thread  of  thefe  affairs 

After  the peace  ofHoilandand  France,  theiniriifters 
ofthe  confederares,  efpecially  thofe  ofDenmark  and 
Brandenburg,  employed  their  laft  efforts  to  prevent  the 
Spamards  agreeing  to  their  part  ofthe  peace,  as  ac- 
cepted  for  them  by  the  Dutch,  They  exclaimed  at 
their  breach  of  honour  and  intereíl :  thac  what  was 
.e  5  5  e  Spaniards  in  hlanders,  by  thofe  terms,  was 
indefenfible,  and  could  ferve  but  to  exhauíl  their  men 
and  treafuresto  no  purpofe;  that  the  defign  of  France 
was  only  to  break  this  prefent  confederacy  by  thefe 
aparate  treaties,  and  fo  leave  the  Spaniards  abandoned 
by  their  alliesupon  the  next  invafion ;  which  they  would 
have  reafon  to  expeft,  if  Spain  fhould  ufe  them  with 
as  httle  regare!  oí  their  honour  and  treaties,  as  the 
Dutch  ambaíTadors  feemed  to  defign.  Thefe  themfelves 
alio  met  with  lome  difficulties  in  their  mediation,  by  a 
pretenfion  railed  in  trance  upon  the  county  of  Beau- 
mont  and  town  or  Bovignes,  which  they  did  not  find 
to  have  bv.cn  mentioned  in  what  had  paíled  between 
me  tienen  and  Dutch,  upon  the  feore  of  Spain,  be- 
íore  the  peace  was  íigned. 

All  thele  cncumítances  began  to  niake  ít  look  un- 
certain  what  would  at  length  be  determined  by  the 
States,  as  to  their  ratifications,  which  were  like  to  be 
deiayed  til  1  Spain  had  concluded  their  treaty,  theugh 
thoíe  01  F ranee  had  becn  diipatched  lo  as  to  arnve  at 
Nimeguen  the-  twenty-íecond  of  this  month  ;  and 

monfieur 
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monfieur  D’Avaux  commanded  from  thence  to  the 
Hague,  in  quality  of  ambaífador  extraordinary  to  the 
States  ;  and  the  French  army  had  retired  into  France  a-t 
the  fame  time  the  Dutch  returned  from  before  Mons. 
So  that  all  feemed,  on  the  French  fide,  refolvcd  to 
puríue  the  peace  *,  on  the  fide  of  the  Fmpire  and 
Princes  of  the  North,  to  carry  on  the  war  ;  on  the 
Spaniards,  very  irrefolute  whether  to  accept  the 
peace  the  Dutch  had  mediated  for  them,  or  no  :  and 
in  Holland,  ’twas  doubtful  whether  to  ratify  that 
their  ambaífadors  had  figned,  and  whether  at  leaíl 
before  the  treaty  of  Spain  ihould  be  agreed. 

Whilft  the  minds  of  men  were  buíied  with  different 
reafonings  and  prefages,  as  well  as  wifhes,  upon  this 
conjunéture  ;  about  the  end  of  Auguft  Mr.  Hide 
arrived  at  the  Plague  from  England,  without  the  ieaft 
intimation  given  me  of  his  journey,  or  his  errand  *,  io 
that  I  was  furpriíed,  both  to  fee  him,  and  to  hear  the 
defign  of  fuch  a  fudden  difpatch. 

The  fubftance  of  it  was,  toacquaint  the  States  how 
much  the  king  had  been  furpriíed  at  the  news  of  their 
ambaífadors  having  figned  a  particular  treaty  with 
France,  even  without  the  incluíion  of  Spaan,  and  with- 
out  any  guaranty  given  for  the  evacuation  ofthe  towns 
within  the  time  requiíite  :  to  complain  of  this  precipi- 
tation  of  the  States ;  and  at  the  fame  time  of  the  new 
preteníions  that  France  had  advanced  upon  the  county 
of  Beaumont  and  the  town  of  Bovignes,  which  had 
retarded  the  peace  of  Spain,  and  hindered  it  trom 
being  concluded  at  the  fame  time  with  that  of  Holland; 
which  his  majeíty  underftood  alv/ays  to  have  been  the 
intcntion  of  the  States,  as  well  as  his  own.  That  for 
thefe  reafons  he  underftood,  and  believed,  that  the  late 
treaty  of  Julv,  betweenhis  majeíty  and  the  States,  ought 
to  take  effeft ;  the  cale  being  fallen  out  againft  which 
that  was  provided,  and  both  parties  being  thereby 

obliged  to  enter  íointlv  into  the  war  againft  france  : 

that. 


:  W 
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íleatv11 FftlSta-eS7°Ul?  hef'euP°n  refufe  to  rati fy  the 

maieftv  Jad  flSned  at  Nimeguen,  his 

1;  J  y  ffered  to  declare  war  immediately  ao-ainft 

.France,  and  carry  it  on  in  allpoints  accordingto  the  ara 

des  and  obligations  of  the  faid  treaty  with  the  States. 

Though  Mr.  Hide  did  not  know,  or  did  nót  tell 

me,  the  truefpnng  of  this  refolute  pace  that  was  made 

fr  a11  'he  rett  “K  whole 
courfe  of  this  affair,  yet  he  aífured  me  they  were 

defíed  norhi ^7  Up0n  the  fcei^  and 
elired  nothing  fo  much  as  to  enter  immediately  and 

De?Zded/nt°  thCWar’  Ín  Cafe  Holland  woupl  be 
p  fuaded  to  continué  it ;  and  that  no  time  ñor  endea- 

T~r t0  nff Cd  Ín  purfuing the  oommiffion 
he  b  ought  over,  which  was  given  jointly  to  us  both 

and  reconimended  to  me  particularly  from  court,  with 

ali  the  inftances  and  earneftnefs  that  could  be.  When 

I  carried  him  that  very  evening  to  the  prince  at  Hon- 

Haerdyck,  and  he  acquainted  his  highnefs  with  the 

whole  ex  tern  of  his  errand  and  inftru&ions ;  the  prince 

received  it  very  coldly,  and  only  advifed  him  to  mve  in 

a  memorial  to  the  States,  and  aík  commiffioners  to 

tieat,  by  whom  he  would  find  what  the  minds  of  the 

States  were  hke  to  be  upon  this  affair,  and  at  which  he 

’V'OuJd  at  prefent  make  no  conjeture. 

After  a  íhort  audience,  Mr.  Hide  went  to  the  princefs, 
and  left  me  alone  with  the  prince ;  who,  as  foon  as  he 
was  gone,  lift  up  his  hands  two  or  three  times,  and 
laid,  Was  ever  any  thing  fo  hot,  and  fo  coid,  as  this 
court  of  yours  ?  Will  the  king,  that  is  fo  often  af 
lea,  never  learn  a  word  that  1  íhall  never  forget  fince 
‘  my  laft  paffage,  when,  in  a  great  ftorm,  the  captain 
was  ali  night  crying  ©ut  to  the  man  at  the  helm, 
oteady,  fteady,  íleady  ?  If  this  difpatch  had  come 
twenty  days  ago,  it  had  changed  the  face  of  affairs 
m  Chriíf endona ;  and  the  war  might  have  been 
cauieo  on,  till  France  had  yieided  to  the  treaty  of 
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*  the  Pvrenees,  and  left  the  world  in  quiet  for  the  reft 
<  0f  our  Uves :  as  it  comes  now,  it  will  have  no  e.ffeét 
‘  at  all.  At  leaft,  this  is  my  opinión,  though  I  would 
1  not  fay  fo  to  Mr.  Hide.’ 

After  this,  he  afked  me,  what  I  could  imagine  was 
at  the  bottom  of  this  new  heat  in  our  court ;  and 
what  could  make  it  break  out  fo  mal  a  propos  [unfea- 
fonably]  after  the  diflatisfadtion  they  liad  expreifed 
upon  the  late  treaty  when  it  was  firft  fent  over,  and 
the  difpatch  of  De  Crols,  fo  contrary  to  the  defign 
of  it.  I  told  him  very  truly,  that  I  was  perfeftly 
io-norant  of  the  whole  matter,  and  could  give  no  guefs 
a°  the  motions  of  it :  and  fo  I  continued  till  fome 
months  after,  when  I  was  advifed,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
the  plot,  which  has  Unce  made  fo  great  noife  in  thq 
world,  was  juft  then  breaking  out  •,  and  that  the  court, 
to  avoid  the  confequences  that  might  have  upon  the 
ill  humour  of  the  parliament,  which  feemed  to  rife 
chiefiy  from  th'é  peace,  his  majefty  refolved  to  give 
them  the  fatisfattion  they  had  fo  Iong  defired,  of 
entering  into  the  war  :  which  is  all  theaccount  I  can 
give  of  this  counfel  or  refolution. 

°  The  event  proved  anfwerable  to  the  judgment  the 
prince  at  firft  made  of  it  •,  for  though  the  States-deputies 
drew  the  matter  into  feveral  debates  and  conferences 
with  us,  which  filled  all  parties  concerned  in  the  war 
with  different  apprehenfions,  and  ferved  to  facilítate 
the  treaty  betweenFrance  andSpain ;  yet  the  penfioner 
told  me  from  the  firft,  this  was  all  the  ufe  that  could 
be  made  of  it,  and  that  the  States  were  fo  unfatisfied 
with  our  whole  conduíl  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  peace, 
that  though  they  would  be  glad  to  fee  us  in  the  war, 
yet  they  were  refolved  to  have  no  farther  part  in  it, 
unlefs  France  íhould  refufe  what  they  had  already  pro- 
mifed  to  Spain.  However,  while  this  affair  continued 
in  agitation,  during  Mr.  Hide’s  ftay  atthe  Hague,  all 
appearances  looked  very  different  from  the  opinión  of 
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the  pnnce  and  penfioner,  who  alone  had  fofull  ao-rafo 
ot  the  bufinds  in  Holland,  as  to  make  a  truc  udt¿m 

ManV  ofSt  ien-'menCs  t¡?ere  wouId  determine  in. 
Many  ot  the  deputies  were  ib  ill  fatisfied  with  their 

ambaiTadors  having  figned  the  peace,  that  they  in- 

cl  ned  to  his  majefty’s  propofals,  and  framed  ¿eral 

ameles  againft  monfieur  Van  Beverning’s  proceedinn 

whereof  lome  laid  miftakes  to  his  chargef  others,  fhé 

omiílion  oí  matters  abfolutely  neceíTary  in  the  treaty  • 

and  others  more  diredUy,  his  having  gone  beyond  the 

,  .de,rS  ,and  !nlí¿  uólions,  particularly  in  having  ftipu- 
ed  that  the  States  íhould  give  their  guaranty  for 
|hc  neutral.^,  of  Spain.  And  ¡„  ,his  peine,  I  doubt 

k“rítiinv°  iliew  from  his  maft'rs  10  c°ver  h™’ 

i  he  reft  ieemed  rather  to  be  raifed  invidiouüy  at  his 
conduce,  in  having  fuddenly  concluded  an  aíFair,  which 
they  now  iaw  might  have  had  another  iíTue  if  he  had 
given  ít  more  breath  ;  though,  at  that  time,  many  of 
his  accuiers  expeled  as  little  from  England  as  he  did 
and  with  reafon  ahke,  fince  none  of  them  could  ima¬ 
gine  any  thing  oí  that  new  fpring  there,  from  which 
this  violent  motion  had  begun.  Whatever  monfieur 
an  Bevermng’s  orders  or  his  proceedings  had  been 
the  heats  were  io  high  againft  him  at  the  Hague,  that 
many  talked,  not  only  of  difavowing  what  he  had 
done,  but  oí  rorming  a  procefs  againft  him  uponit :  and, 
oug  in  a  fiior t  ftay  he  made  there  upon  this  occafion, 
te  had  the  fortune  or  the  juftice  to  fee  his  enemies 
grow  calm  tovvards  him  ;  yet  he  was  not  a  little  mor- 
tihed  with  io  ill  payment  ofwhat  he  thought  had  been 
íogood  iervice  to  his  country  ;  and,  after  his  return  to 
Nimeguen,  was  obferved  to  proceed  in  the  neo-otiations 
there  with  more  phlegm,  and  caution  thanwas  natural 
to  his  temper  ;  and  leis  íhew  of  partiality  to  the  peace 
than  he  had  made  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  treaty. 

All  tnis  whiie  thefe  matters  were  in  motion  at  the 
Mague,  the  king’s  forces  were  every  day  tranfporting 

in  to 
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into  Flanders,  as  if  the  war  were  to  be  carried  on  with 
the  greateft  certainty  and  vigour.  Which  gave  opi¬ 
nión  and  heart  to  thofe  in  Hoiland  that  difliked  the 
peace.  It  raifed  alfo  fo  great  confidence  in  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  that  they  fell  into  all  the  meafures  they  could  with 
the  confedérate  miniílers  at  Nimeguen,  to  form  diffi- 
culties  and  delays  in  the  treaty  there,  between  that 
Crown  and  France ;  upon  the  fecurity  that  Hoiland 
would  not  ratify  theirs,  till  that  of  Spain  were  conclu- 
ded  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they  might  be  drawn 
into  the  war  by  the  violent  difpofitions  which  now  ap- 
peared  in  England,  as  well  as  in  the  confederates,  to 
continué  it.  The  Spaniíh  ambafladors  laid  hold  of  ali 
occafions  to  except  againít  the  matter  or  ftyle  of  thofe 
articles  which  Hoiland  had  mediated  between  them  and 
France*,  they  found  difficulties  upon  the  condition 
wherein  the  feveral  towns  to  be  evacuated  fhould  be  re- 
ílored  to  them,  as  to  the  fortifications  that  had  been 
made  in  them  by  the  French,  and  as  to  the  artillery 
and  munitions  that  were  in  them  at  the  time  when  the 
Dutch  had  agreed  upon  thofe  conditions ;  they  found 
matter  of  difpute  upon  the  territories  that  belonged  to 
the  feveral  towns,  and  efpecially  upon  the  Chátelenie 
of  Aeth,  which  France  had  difmembered  lince  it  was 
in  their  poífeffion,  and  had  joined  above  threefcore  vil- 
lages  to  the  Chátelenie  ofTournay,  which  had  belong¬ 
ed  to  Aeth,  and  were  with  that  town  transferred  by 
the  Spaniards  to  theFrench,  upon  the  peace  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  :  but  the  French  pretending  now  to  reftore  it, 
only  in  the  condition  they  had  left  it,  and  not  v/hat 
they  had  found  it,  the  Spaniards  made  a  mighty  cla- 
mour  both  at  London  and  the  Plague  upon  this  fubjedt, 
and-complained  of  this,  among  other  fmaller  matters, 
as  innovationsendeavouredto  be  introduced  byPYance, 
even  beyond  what  they  had  themfelvespropofed  to  the 
Dutch,  and  agreed  in  April  laft,  which  had  been  laid 
and  purfued  as  the  ve ry  fbundation  of  the  peace. 

Yol.  II.  H  h 
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In  this  uncertain  ftate  all  matters  continued  át  the* 

agüe  for  about  three  weeks,  the  opinions  of  moft 
men  running  generally  againft  the  peace  •,  as  well  as 
the  wagers  at  Amfterdam,  by  which  people  often  ima¬ 
gine  the  pulfe  of  the  State  is  to  be  felt  and  jodied, 
though  indeed  it  be  a  fort  of  trade  driven  by  menthat 
have  lítele  dtaling  or  íuccefs  in  any  other,  and  is  ma- 
naged  with  more  tricks  than  the  reft  feems  to  be  in 
that  fccne  ;  not  only  coining  falle  news  upen  the  place, 
but  pradhfing  intelligence  from  remóte  parts  to  their 
purpofe,  concerting  the  fame  advices  from  different 
counti  íes,  and  making  great  fecret  and  myftery  of 
reports  that  are  raifed  on  purpofe  to  be  publick  ;  and 
yet  by  luch  aevices  as  thefe,  not  only  the  wagers  at 
Amñerdam  are  commonly  turning,  but  the  rifing  and 
falling  of  the  very  aftions  of  the  Eaft-índia  company 
are  of  ten  and  in  a  great  meafure  influenced. 

But  France  thought  the  conjunclure  too  important 
to  let  it  hover  long  in  luch  uncertainties  ;  and  there- 
fore  firíl  difpatched  a  courier  to  their  ambafiadors  at 
Nimeguen,  with  leave  to  fatisfy  the  States  in  thofe 
claufes  of  their  treaty  wherein  they  feemed  to  except 
juílly  againft  monfieur  Van  Beverning’s  conduól,  and 
thereby  cover  the  credit  of  that  minifter  who  had  been 
fo  affe&ionate  an  inftrument  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
treaty.  Next,  they  gave  them  liberty  to  foften  a  little 
of  the  rigour  they  had  hitherto  exercifed  in  the  fmalleít 
points  contefted  with  the  Spaniards ;  and  laft  of  al), 
they  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  their  ambafíadors,  with 
power  to  remit  all  the  differences  which  obftrüáed  or 
retarded  the  concluíion  oí  the  treaty  between  that 
Crown  and  Spain,  to  the  determínation  and  arbitrage 
of  the  States  themfelves.  ° 

This  was  a  pace  of  lo  much  confidence  towards  the 
States,  and  appeared  fuch  a  teftimony  of  the  moft 
chriftianking’síinccrity  m  thelate  ad  vanees  he  had  made 
towards  a  peace,  that  it  had  all  the  efteót  defigned  by 

it. 
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if.  The  fevcral  towns  and  provinces  proceeded  with  a 
general  concurrence  to  the  ratifications  of  the  peace, 
that  theymight  lie  ready  in  their  ambajíTadors  hands  to 
be  exchanged  when  that  of  Spain  íhould  be  figned. 
Monñeur  Van  Reverning,  now  favoured  with  a  fair  gale 
from  home,  the  humour  of  his  country  blowing  the 
fameway  with  hisown  difpofitionS)  and  Icconded  with 
the  great  facilities  that  were  given  by  Franee*  made 
fuch  a  quick  difpatch  of  what  remained  in  conteft  upon 
the  treaty  between  Franee  and  Spain,  that  all  was  per- 
fedted  and  figned  by  the  twentieth  ofSeptember,  and 
thereupon  the  Dutch  ratifications  were  exchanged  with 
the  ufual  forms.  In  all  this  Sil*  Lionel  Jenkins  had 
no  part,  as  in  an  affair  difapproved  by  the  king  his 
mafter.  The  Duteh  ambaífadors  played  the  part  of 
formal  mediators ;  had  the  treaty  between  the  two 
crowns  figned  at  their  houfe  ;  and  took  great  care,  by 
the  choice  and  difpofition  of  the  room  where  it  was 
performed,  to  avoid  all  punétilio’s  about  place,  that 
might  arife  between  the  feveral  ambaífadors.  Mr. 
Hide  had  the  mortification  to  return  into  England,  with 
the  entire  difappointment  ofthe  defign  apon  which  he 
carne,  and  belieyed  the  court  fo  paffionately  bent ;  I 
was  left  at  the  Hague  without  any  thing  more  to  do9 
than  to  perform  the  part  of  a  common  ambaffador  ; 
Franee  was  left  in  poífeífion  of  the  peace  with  Holland 
and  Spain,  and,  by  confequence,  mafter  of  that  of  the 
empire  and  the  north,  apon  their  own  terms ;  and 
England  was  left  to  bufy  itfelf  about  a  fire  that  was 
breaking  out  at  horme,  with  fo  much  fmoke,  and  fo 
much  noife,  that,  as  it  was  hard  to  difeover  the  begin- 
ning,  fo  it  was  much  harder  to  forefee  the  end  of  it. 

After  the  peace  of  Spain  figned,  and  of  Holland 
fatiñed,  though  the  ambaífadors  of  the  emperor  at 
Nimeguen  were  fullen?andthofe  of  Denmark  and  Bran- 
denburg  enraged,  yet,  by  the  application  of  the  Dutch 
ambafíadors,  the  conferences  were  fet  on  foot  between 

H  h  2  them 
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tliein  and  che  French  $  and  Sir  Lionel  received  orders 
iom  court  to  rcturn  to  his  funétion,  though  the  re- 
maining  part  he  had  in  the  affair  was  rather  that  of  a 
meflenger  than  a  mediator.  The  northern  princes 
continuad  their  preparations  and  marches,  as  if  they 
re  olv.d  to  puríue  the  vvar  ;  but  at  thefame  timegave 
;e  louCes  to  the  Emperor  offome  prívate  intellio-ences 
or  neg  tiations  of  feparate  treaties  fet  on  foot  between 
France  and  Denmark,  and  others  between  that  crown 
and  Brandenburg,  by  monfieur  Defpenfe,  an  oíd  fer- 
vant  of  the  ele&or,  but  fubjeft  of  France.  On  the 
cther  fide,  Trance  made  great  preparations  to  attack 
the  Empire,  upon  pretence  of  forcing  them  into  the 
teínas  they  nad  preícriDeci  for  the  peace  ;  and  thereby 
gave  fo  great  terror  to  the  princes  of  the  Rhine,  that 
!ay  firít  expofed  to  ihefury  of  their  amas,  that  theelec- 
tors  ot  Mentz  and  7  riers,  and  Duke  ofNewburg,  fent 
away  in  great  haíle  to  the  States,  demanding  and  de- 
íinng  to  be  included  by  thena  in  the  peace  they  had 
made,  by  virtue  of  an  article  therein,  which  gave 
them  liberty  within  fix  weeks  to  declare  and  inelude 
fuch  as  they  ílaould  ñame  for  their  allies.  But  this  was: 
oppofed  ^  by  T  ranee,  and  refufed  to  any  particular 
piince  of  the  Empire,  and  allowed  only  to  theEna- 
peror  and  Empire,  if  they  fhould  (ointly  delire  to  be 
dcclared  and  included  in  the  peace  as  an  ally  of  Hol- 
land.  I  he  duke  or  Lorraín,  about  the  fame  time, 
feemg  the  whole  confederacy  breaking  into  fo  many 
feveral  pieces,  and  every  one  minding  only  how  to 
íhife  the  beffc  they  could  for  themfelves.,  accepted  his 
part  of  the  peace  as  Trance  had  carvecl  it  outfor  him  ; 
and  choie  the  alternativo  oflered  from  that  crown  by 
which  Nancy  was  to  remain  to  France.  But  theEm- 
P-ror,  though  he  profefled  all  the  inclination  that  could 
be  to  fee  the  general  peace  reítored,  yet  he  pretended 
not  to  fuffer  the  t.rms  of  it  fhould,  like  laws,  be  irn- 
¡  ofed  upon  him.  He  confented  to  the  re-eftablifh- 
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ment  of  the  treaties  ofWeílphalia,  whichfeemed  to  be 
all  that  France  infifted  on  ;  but  could  not  agree  to  the 
naflage  demanded  for  their  troops,  whenever  they 
found  it  neceflary  for  the  execution  oí  the  faid  treaties 
and  this  was  infifted  on  pofitively  by  the  French.  Ñor 
could  the  Imperialifts  yield  to  the  dependence  pretend¬ 
ed  by  France  of  the  ten  towns  of  Alface  upon  that 
Crown  j  which  the  French  demanded  as  lo  leít,  or  at 
leaíl  intended,  bythe  treaty  of  Muníter,  vvhile  theEm- 
peror’s  ambaffadors  denied  either  the  fad  or  the  inten- 
tion  of  that  treaty. 

While  thefe  dilpofitions,  and  thefe  difficulties,  de- 
layed  the  treaty  of  the  Emperor,  the  ratifications  of 
Spain  were  likewife  deferred,  by  concert,  as  was  fup- 
pofed,  between  the  two  houfes  of  Auítria  •,  fo  as  the 
term  agreed  for  thaexchange  of  them  was  quite  elapf- 
ed,  and  twice  renewedor  prolonged  by  France,  atthe 
defire  of  the  States.  But,  during  this  time,  theFrench 
troops  made  incurfions  into  the  richeft  parts  of  Flan- 
ders,  and  which  had  been  beft  covered  in  the  time  of 
the  war  5  and  there  exaded  fo  great  contributions,  and 
made  fuch  ravages  where  they  were  difputed,  that  the 
Spanifh  Netheríands  were  more  ruined  between  the 
figning  of  the  peace,  and  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions,  than  they  had  been  in  fo  much  time,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  war. 

The  outcries  and  calamities  of  their  fubjeds  in 
Flanders,  at  length  moved  the  Spaniards  out  of  their 
fiow  pace  •,  but  more,  the  embroilments  of  England 
upon  the  fubjed  of  the  plot  which  took  up  the  minds 
both  of  court  and  parliament,  and  left  them  little  or  no 
regard  for  the  courfe  of  foreign  afiairs.  This  profped 
made  Holland  the  more  eager  upon  urging  the  peace  to 
a  general  iíTue ;  and  France,  making  a  wile  ufe  oí  fo 
favou rabie  a  conjundurc,  prefíed  the  Empire,  not  only 
by  the  threats  and  preparations  of  a  ludden  invaíion, 
but  alio  by  confining  their  oíFers  of  the  peace  to  ccrtain 

H  h  3  élays. 
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evnir/hÍfaÍfinr  TCh  h‘Sher  demands,  if  thofe  íhould 

Pa  n  bLef°re.the  Emperpr’s  acceptance. 

AJI  thele  circumftances,  improved  by  the  dilieence 
and  abihties  of  the  Dutch  ambaíTadors  at  Nimeeuen 
at.lengh  determined  the  houfc  of  AuHria  to  rufthé 
lbip  aíhore,  whatever  carne  on  it,  rather  than  keep  out 
at  fea  in  fo  cruel  a  ftortn  as  they  faw  falling  upon  thern, 
and  for  which  they  found  themfelves  fo  unprovided 
L  he  Spanifh  raufications  at  length  arrived  :  and  after 
tire  water  far  ipent  in  fruitlefs  conteft  by  the  Imperial 
ambaíTadors,  and  more  fruitlefs  hcpes  from  England' 
by  the  Spaniards  and  other  confederares,  Sir  Lionel 
jenkins  gave  notice,  both  tothe  court  and  to  me,  that 
he  looked  upon  the  treaty  between  the  Ernperor  and 
trance  to  be  as  good  as  concluded  ;  and  foon  after  í 
received  his  majeíty’s  commands  to  go  immediately 
away  from  the  Hague  to  Nimeguen,  and  there  affift 

as  a  mediator  at  the  fígning  of  the  peace,  which  then 
jappeared  to  be  general. 

I  never  obeyed  the  king  ío  unwillingíy  in  my  life 

k0tr  ^Por^  account  °f*  an  errand  fo  unnecefíary,  and, 
at  beft,  fo  merely  formal  (which  I  never  liad  been 
uíed  to  in  fo  long  a  courfe  of  employments) ;  and  like- 
whe  upon  the  inc lemency  of  the  feafon,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  known  fo  great  in  any  man’s  memory  as  when  I 
fet  out  from  the  Hague.  The  fnow  was  in  many  pla¬ 
ces  where  I  pafied  near  ten  foot  deep,  and  ways  for 
my  coach  forced  to  be  digged  through  it;  feveral  poít- 
boys  died^upon  the  road  ;  and  it  was  ridiculous  to  fee 
peoplc  walk  about  with  long  icicles  from  their  nofes 
I  pafied  both  the  Rhine  and  the  Waal,  with  both 
coaches  and  waggons  upon  the  ice  ;  and  never  in  my 
Iire  fuffcred  lo  much  from  weather  as  in  this  journey, 
in  fpite  ofall  provifions  I  could  malee  againífit.  The 
beft  or  it  was,  that,  I  knew  ail  the  way,  it  v/as  neither 
at  ail  material  that  the  mediators  íhould  fign  this 
branch  oí  the  general  peace,  having  fignqd  none  of 
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the  otlier  ;  ñor  that  two  íhould  fign  it,  when  one  alone 
liad  affifted  in  the  couríe  of  this  negotiation  fince  it 
was  renewed  between  the  Empire  and  France.  Be- 
fides,  I  was  very  conñdent  it  would  not  at  laít  be  fign- 
cd  by  either  of  us  ;  for  I  could  not  believe  when  it 
carne  to  the  point,  the  Emperor’s  ambaíTadors  fhould 
yield  that  of  precedence  to  the  mediators,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  treaty,  which  they  never  confented  to 
do  in  the  whole  courfe  of  it :  fo  that  I  looked  upon  the 
favour  of  this  journey,  as  afforded  me  from  the  parti¬ 
cular  good-will  of  lome  of  my  good  friends  in  the 
foreign  committee  ;  taking  a  rile  írom  fome  inftances 
of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was  in  one  of  his  ufual 
agonies,  for  fear  of  being  left  in  the  way  of  fign- 
ing  alone  a  treaty,  which  he  neither  was  pleaied 
with  himfelf,  ñor  believed  many  people  in  England 
like  to  be. 

I  arrived  atNimeguen  the  end  of  January  1678-9, 
and  found  all  concluded,  and  ready  to  fign,  as  Sir 
Lionel  believed  ;  yet  the  Imperialifts  made  a  vigorous 
effort  in  two  conferences,  after  my  arrival,  to  gain 
fome  eafe  in  the  points  of  Lorrain,  and  the  dependence 
of  the  ten  towns  in  Alface,  wherein  they  thoughc 
themfelves  the  moft  hardly  uíed  of  any  others,  and  in 
the  firft,  their  mafter’s  honour  and  juftice  moft  con¬ 
cerned  ;  fo  as  count  Kinfki  made  a  mien  of  abfolutely 
breaking,  without  fome  relief  upon  them,  But  the 
French  ambaíTadors  knew  too  well  the  forcé  of  the 
conjun&ure,  and  the  necelfity  laid  upon  the  Emperor 
by  the  Dutch  and  Spaniíh  peace,  to  pafs  the  fame  way, 
or  leap  out  of  the  window ;  and  they  were  too  íkilful 
not  to  make  ule  of  it,  or  to  give  any  ground  to  all 
the  inftances  or  threats  oí  the  Imperialifts.  I  hele,  on 
the  other  fide,  durft  not  venture  the  expiration  of  the 
laft  day  given  them  by  France,  ñor  the  referve  made 
jn  that  cafe  of  exaíting  new  and  harder  terms.  So  as 
the  peace  was  figned  about  three  days  after  my 
'  6  H  h  4  arrival. 
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an\Cal'  í^e  Poor  duke  of  Lorrain  thought  himfelf 

Sa  heTo  lí  harr!!lÍpS  UP°n  the  alternatives, 
tnat  he  coulcl  not  refolve  to  accept  of  either ;  for  iñ 

bcredof fd  Ch?k>n’  n0t  °nly  hÍS  duchy  was  difmem- 
left ir  IÍp  f^at  Parts  wholly  cutofF,  but  the  reft 

ipaces  of  ground  left  them  in  propriety,  quite  frofs 

f  c°untl7’  for  ÜK  march  of  their  armies,  whenever 

they  fiiould  pretend  occafion  :  fo  this  noble,  but  un 
íortunate  pnnce,  was  left  whclly  out  of  the  treaty 
and  of  his  country;  contrary  to  the  direét  and  re- 
peated  engagements  of  the  confederates,  and  the  in¬ 
ten  tions  of  his  majeífy,  as  he  often  declared  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  treaty. 

When  it  was  ready  to  fign,  the  French  ambaffidors 
offered  to  yie  d  the  precedence  in  íigning  it  to  us  as 
mediators,  which  they  had  done  very  frankly  in  the 
who.e  courie  of  this  afiembly ;  but  the  Impérialifts, 
when  it  carne  to  the  point,  downright  refufed  it ;  and 
we  according  to  our  primitive  orders,  refufed  tofio-n 
WKhout  itj  and,  by  our  offers,  gained  only  the  point 
of  having  that  determined  againíl  us,  which  til!  this 
time  had  alvvays  remained  in  fufpenfe. 

Whilft  I  ftaid  at  Nimeguen,  I  had  a  íheet  of  paper 
fent  me  from  an  unknown  hand,  written  in  Latin,  but 
in  a  ftyle  and  chara  éter  that  difcovered  it  to  be  by  fome 
aerman  :  the  fubjed:  of  it  was  a  long  comment  upon 
a  quatrain  íecitecl  out  oí  A' oji redamas. 

Ne  ¡cus  les  emires  d'une  j cumie  nctlurne 
Itera  en  los  et  lente  fouverain, 

Fera  renaijlre  le  fang  de  l’ anticue  urne 
Et  changera  en  or  le  ficcle  d'airain . 

Under  the  ¡hades  of  a  noñurnal  day  being  horny 
In  glory  and goodnefs  fevereign  jhallfhme> 


Wall 
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Shaü  caufe  to  fpring  again  the  blood  o*  the  ancient  urn , 
jind,  into  gold ,  the  brazen  age  rejine. 

The  fcope  of  the  whole  difcourfe  was  to  prove  the 
prince  of  Orange’s  being  by  it  defigned  for  the  crown 
of  Engktnd,  and  how  much  glory  and  felicity  lhould 
-attend  that  age  and  reign.  I  could  not  but  mention 
it,  becaufe  I  thought  the  interpretation  ingenioufly 
found  out  and  applied,  having  otherwife  very  little 
regard  for  any  fuch  kind  of  predidtions,  that  are  fo 
apt  to  amufe  the  world.  And  though  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  Royal  family  leave  not  this  without  ap- 
pearance  of  arriving  at  one  time  or  other,  yet  it  is  at 
too  great  a  diítance  for  my  eyes,  which,  by  the 
courfe  of  nature,  muíl  be  clofed  long  before  íuch  an 
event  is  like  to  fucceed.  The  author  of  this  paper 
made  the  íhades  of  a  nocturnal  day  to  fignify  the 
deep  mourning  of  the  princefs  royal’s  chamber,  with 
the  lamps  hung  about  it,  which,  by  the  Windows 
being  keptíhut,  left  no  other  light  in  it  that  morning 
the  prince  was  born  (which  was  foon  after  his  fa- 
ther’s  death).  Reftoring  the  blood  of  the  ancient 
urn,  was  that  of  Bourbon,  or  of  Charlemaigne,  from 
whom  the  prince  was  laid  to  defcend.  The  reft  was 
only  panegyrick  upon  his  virtues,  and  the  general 
praife  fhould  attend  them,  and  the  golden  age  he 
íhould  redore. 

The  day  after  the  treaty  was  figned  IleftNimeguen, 
and  returned  to  the  Hague,  after  a  cruel  fatigue  and 
expence;  which  was  rendered  the  more  agreeable,when, 
upon  my  going  into  England  foon  after,  I  found  my- 
felf  in  above  feven  thoufand  pounds  in  arrear  at  the 
treafury  :  and  though,  with  much  trouble  and  delay, 
and  lome  worfe  circumílances  (to  engagemen  that  were 
more  dexterous  than  I  in  fuch  purfuits)  I  recovered 
the  reft  of  my  debt  *,  yet  two  and  twenty  hundred 
pounds,  due  to  me  for  this  laft  embaffy,  continúes 
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ai^e^Perate  ^ebt,  and  mark  upon  me  how 

havinrr  hnfh  /vi  a  j0Urt ;  and  Mr<  Godolphin,  after 
having  both  iaid  and  wnt  to  me,  that  he  would  move 

to  have  my  ftatute  fet  up  if  I  compaíTed  that  treaty 

lias  íat  feveral  years  lince  m  the  treafury,  and  feen  me 

want  the  very  money  I  laid  out  of  my  own  purfe  in 

that  íei  vice,  and  which  I  am  likc  to  leave  a  debtupon 
my  eílate  and  family.  * 

.  1  noí  trouble  myfelf  with  obferving  the  remain- 
ing  paces  of  the  general  peace,  by  that  of  the  north 
which  was  leirt  to  be  made  at  the  mercy  of  France! 
A  r ,  fph  Denmark  and  Brandenburg  looked  bis 
and  fpo.ce  high  for  a  time  after  the  peace  between  the 
Empire  and  France,  pretending  they  would  defend 
'v/íut  they  had  conquered  from  the  Swedes  in  Germa- 
ny;  yet  upon  the  march  of  the  French  troops  into  the 
Brandenburg  country,  both  thofe  princes  made  what 
haíte  they  could  to  ñnifh  their  feparate  treaties  with 
France  -3  and,  upon  certain  fums  of  money  agreed  on 
delivered  up  all  they  had  gained  in  this  war  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden,  Thus  Chriílendom  was  left  for  the 
prefent  in  a  general  peace,  and  France  to  purfue  what 
tney  could  gain  upon  their  neighbours  by  their  preten- 
íions  of  dependences,  and  by  the  droit  de  bienfeance  [the 
nghc  of  conveniency] ;  which  they  purfued  with  fuch 
imperious  methods,  both  againft  the  Empire  and  the 
Spaniards,  as  rendered  their  acquifitions  after  the  peace 
greater,  at  leaft  in  confequence,  than  what  they  had 
gained  by  the  war:  fince  not  only  greaf  traóls  of  coun- 
try,  upon  the  fcore  of  dependences,  but  Strafburg  and 
Luxemburg  fell  as  facrifices  to  their  ambition  wíthout 
any  neighbouring  Prince  or  State  concerning  them- 
ijives  in  their  relief.  But  thefe  enterprifes  I  leave  to 
lome  others  obfervations. 

Very  foon  after  my  arrival  at  the  Hague,  the  king 
fpnt  me  orders  to  provide  for  my  return  as  foon  as  I 
"Quid  pofilbly  be  ready  ,  and  bid  me  acquaint  the 

prince 


¡r 
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prince  and  the  States,  that  he  had  fent  for  me  o  ver  to 
come  into  the  place  of  firíl  fecretary  of  State  in  Mr, 
Coventry’s  room.  My  lord  treafurer  writ  to  me  to 
the  lame  purpofe,  and  with  more  efteem  than  I  couid 
pretend  to  deferve,  telling  me,  among  other  things, 
they  were  fallen  into  a  cruel  difeafe,  and  had  need  of 
fo  able  a  phyfician.  This  put  me  in  mind  oí  a  itory  of 
Dr.  Prujean  (the  greateíl  of  that  profeflion  in  our  time) 
and  which  1  told  my  friends  that  were  with  me  when 
thefe  letters  carne.  A  certain  lady  carne  to  the  doc¬ 
tor  in  great  trouble  about  her  daughter.  Why,  what 
ails  íhe  ?  Alas,  doótor,  1  cannot  tell ;  but  (he  lias 
loft  her  humour,  herlooks,  her  ftomacn-,  her  ftrength 
confumes  every  day,  ío  as  we  fear  (he  cannot  iive. 
Why  do  not  you  marry  her  ?  Alas,  doólor,  that 
we  would  fain  do,  and  have  offered  her  as  good  a 
match  as  íhe  couid  ever  expeft,  but  íhe  will  not  hear 
of  marrying.  Is  there  no  other,  do  you  think,  that 
íhe  would  be  content  to  marry  ?  Ah  doótor  !  that  is  it 
that  troubles  us  •,  for  there  is  a  young  gentleman  we 
doubt  íheloves,  that  her  father  and  I  can  never  confent 
to.  Why  look  you,  madam,  replies  the  doólor  gravely 
(being  among  all  his  books  in  his  clolet)  then  the  cafe 
is  this,  your  daughter  would  marry  one  man,  and  you 
would  have  her  marry  another  :  in  all  my  books  1  find. 
no  remedy  for  fuch  a  difeafe  as  this.  I  coníefs,  I  elr 
teemed  the  cafe  as  defperate  in  a  political  as  in  a  natu¬ 
ral  body,  and  as  little  to  be  attempted  by  a  man,  who 
neither  ever  had  his  own  fortune  at  heart  (which  fuch 
conjunctures  are  only  proper  for)  ñor  ever  couid  refolve 
upon  any  purfuits  of  it,  to  go  againft  either  the  true 
intereft  or  the  laws  of  his  country  *,  one  of  wlnch  is 
cornmonly  endangered  upon  the  fatal  misfortune  oí 
fuch  divifions  in  a  kingdom :  I  chofe  therefore  to  make 
my  excufes  both  to  the  king  and  to  my  lord  treafurer, 
and  defired  leave  to  go  to  Florence,  and  difcharge 
myfelf  of  a  promife  I  had  made  fome  years  paft 
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fmrn^  t0  ír  great  íuke’  the  firíl  time  I  had  Jeifure 

i!5  5"j*  VhpÍng  fent  a  ^acht  for  towards§the  la  * 
tei  end  of  February  1678-9,  with  orders  to  come 

immeaiaiely  away  to  enter  upon  the  fecretary’s  office 
about  the  lame  time  with  my  lord  Sunderland,  who 
was  brought  into  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon's  place  I 
obeyed  his  majefty,  and  acquainted  the  prince  and 
btates  WKh  myjourney,  and  thedefignof  it,  accordine 
to  his  command  ;  who  made  me  compliments  upon 
both,  and  would  have  had  me  believe,  that  the  fecre- 
tary  ot  ftate  was  to  make  amends  for  the  lofs  of  the 
a rn bailador.  But  I  told  the  prince,  that  thouo-b  I 
muu  go,  yet  if  I  found  the  fcene  what  it  appeared  to 
us  at  that  oiftance,  I  would  not  charge  myfelf  with 
that  employment  upon  any  terms  that  could  be  ofrered 
me.  We  knew  very  well  in  Holland,  that  both  houfes 
oí  parJiament  beheved  the  plot :  that  the  clercry,  the 
city  the  country  in  general  did  fo  too,  or  a  leaft’purr 
lued  ¡t  as  if  they  all  believed  it.  We  knew  that  the  kina 
and  íome  or  the  court  believed  nothing  of  it,  and  yet 
thought  not  fit  to  own  that  opinión  :  and  the  prince 
told  me,  he  had  reafon  to  be  confident  that  the  kin°- 
was  in  his  heart  a  Roman-Catholic,  though  he  durft 
not  profefs  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  knew  not  what 
to  believe  on  one  fide  or  t’other ;  but  thought  it  eafy 
to  prefage,  from  fuch  contrary  winds  and  tides,  fuch 
a  ítorm  muir  rife,  as  would  tear  the  íhip  in  pieccst" 
whatever  hand  were  at  the  helm. 

At  my  arrival  in  England,  about  the  latter  end  of 
February,  I  found  the  king  had  diíiblved  a  parliament 
that  had  fat  eighteen  years,  and  given  great  teftimo- 
nies  of  loyalty  and  compliance  with  his  majefty,  till 
they  broke  firft  into  heats  upon  the  French  alliances, 
and  at  laft  into  flames  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  plot  : 

I  found  a  new  parliament  was  called ;  and  that,  to 
make  way  for  a  calnter  feílion,  the  refolution  had  been 

taken 
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takenat  courtfor  the  duke’s  going  over  into  Hollantl, 
wiio  embarked  the  day  after  my  arrival  at  London. 
The  eleítions  of  the  enfuing  parliament  were  fo  eagerly 
purfued,  that  all  were  in  a  manner  engaged  before  I 
carne  over  ;  and,  by  the  difpofitions  that  appeared  in 
both  eleftors  and  ele&ed,  it  was  eafy  to  prefage  in 
what  temper  the  houfes  were  like  to  meet :  my  lord 
Shaftefbury,  my  lord  EíTex,  and  my  lord  Hallifax  liad 
ftruck  up  with  the  duke  oí  Monmouth,  refolving  to 
make  ufe  of  his  credit  with  the  king,  and  to  fupport 
it  by  theirs  in  the  parliament :  and  though  the  firft  had 
been  as  deep  as  any  in  the  counfels  of  the  cabal,  while 
he  was  chancellor,  yet  all  three  had  now  fallen  in  with 
the  common  humour  againft  the  court  and  the  mi- 
niftry,  endeavouring  to  inflame  the  difcontents  againft 
both  ;  and  agreed  among  thémfelves,  that  none  of 
them  would  come  into  court,  unleis  they  chd  it  all 
to^ether  ;  which  was  obferved  like  other  common 
ílrains  of  court-friendfhips.  Sir  William  Coventry  had 
the  molí  credit  of  any  man  in  the  hovríe  of  commons, 
and,  I  think,  the  moft  defervedly,  noc  only  for  his 
great  abilities,  but  for  having  been  turned  out  of  the 
council  and  treafury,  to  make  way  for  my  lord 
Clifford’s  greatnefs,  and  the  defigns  of  the  cabal.  He 
had  been  ever  fmce  oppofite  to  the  F  rendí  all  ¡anees,  and 
bent  upon  engagingEngland  in  a  war  with  that  crown, 
and  affiftance  of  the  confederares ;  and  was  now  ex- 
tremely  diífatisfied  with  the  conclufion  of  thepeace,  and 
with  the  miniftry,  that  he  thought  either  aiTiíted,  or  at 
leafc  might  have  prevented  it;  and  in  thefe  diipofitions 
he  was  like  to  be  followed  by  the  beft  and  fobereít 
part  of  the  houfe  of  cornmons.  For  my  lord  trea- 
furer  and  lord  chamberlain,  I  found  them  two  molí 
admirable  emblems  of  the  truc,  and  ío  much  admired 
felicity  of  minifters  of  ftate  :  the  laft,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  greateft  fleill  of  court,  and  the  beit  turna 

of  wit  in  particular  CGDverfation  that  í  have  known 

there. 
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there,  and  the  great  figure  he  made  in  the  firft  paft  of 

‘  5,mernoirs’  wLas  n°w  grown  out  of  all  creclit  and 
confidence  with  the  king,  the  duke,  and  prince  of 

Orange  ;  and  thereby  forced  to  fupport  himfelf  by 

in  tugues  with  the  perfons  moft  difcontented  againft 

my  lord  treaílirer’s  miniftry,  whofe  greatnefs  he  fo 

much  envied  :  and  who  was  yet  at  this  time  in  much 

worfe  condition  than  himfelf,  though  not  fo  fenfible 

ót  lt  ’  for  he  had  been  very  ill  with  the  late  parlia- 
mer.t  upon  account  of  a  tranfaftion  with  France,  which 

[hourt  r  had  ,n0t  aPProved>  yet  he  durft  not  defend 
-.’a-ueit  from  the  imputation,  for  fear  of  expofino-his 

mafter  ;  he  was  hated  by  the  French  ambafiadorf  for 
endeavounng  (as  he  thought)  to  engage  the  king  in 
a  war  with  france  ;  he  was  in  danger  of  being  pur- 
Jued  by  his  enemies  next  parliament  for  havin/(as 
t  ^ey  pretended)  made  the  peace,  and  endeavoured  to 
ía^e  the  plot :  and  yet  I  found,  within  a  fortnight 
afrer  I  arnved,  that  he  fat  very  loofe  with  the  kin^ 
his  mauer,  who  told  me  feveral  reafons  of  that  chano-e^ 
whereof  one  was,  his  having  bronght  the  bufinefs^of 
tne  piot  into  the  parliament  againít  his  abfolute  com- 
mand  :  and,  to  complete  the  happy  and  envied  fíate 
or  this  chief  miniíler,  the  duchefs  of  Portfmouth  and 
earl  of  Sunderland  were  joined  with  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  and  earl  of  Shafteíbury  in  the  defign  of 

hls  What  a  ganie  fo  embroiíed,  and  played 

on  all  lides  with  fo  much  heat  and  paflion,  was  like 

to  end  in,  no  man  could  tell :  but  I,  that  never  had 
anp  tning  lo  much  at  heart  as  the  unión  of  my  country^. 
which  1  thought  the  only  way  to  its  greatnefs  and 
felicity,  was  very  unwilling  to  have  any  part  in  the 
divifions  of  it ;  the  deplorable  efiecds  wltereof  I  hací 
been  too  much  acquainted  with  in  the  ílories  of 
Athens  and  Rome,  as  well  as  of  England  and  France  : 
and  1 01  this  reafon,  though  I  was  very  much  prefied 
.0  tnter  upon  tire  íecretary’s  office,  immediatelv  after 
5  my 
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my  arrival,  yet  I  delayed  it,  by  reprefenting  to  his 
majefiy  how  neccfiary  it  was  for  him  to  have  one  of 
the  fecretaries  in  the  houfe  of  commons  (vvhere  it  haci 
been  ufual  to  have  them  both)  and  that  confequently 
it  was  very  unfit  for  me  to  enter  upon  that  office  be- 
fore  I  got  into  the  houfe,  which  was  attempted,  and 
failed  :  but  how  long  this  excufe  lafted,  and  how  it 
was  fucceeded  by  many  new  and  various  accidents,  and 
how  I  was  prevailed  with  by  the  king  to  have  the  part 
1  had  afterwards  in  a  new  conftitution  of  council  *,  and 
how,  after  almoft  two  years  unfuccefsful  endeavours 
at  fome  unión,  or  at  leaít  fome  allay  of  the  heats  and 
diftempers  betwecn  the  king  and  his  parliaments,  I  took 
the  refolution  of  having  no  more  to  do  with  affairs 
of  ílate ;  will  be  the  fubjeíi:  of  a  third  part  of  thefe 
memoirs. 
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Author’s  Retirement  from  public  Buíinefsí 


Et  ille  quidem  plenus  annls  aliit ,  plenus  honoribtis ,  i  ¡lis  etiam  qnQ3 
recufavit*  Plin.  Epift.  Lib.  ii.  epiít.  i. 
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T  T  was  perfeflty  in  comptiance  to Jome  pei-fons  for 
whofe  opimon  I  have  great  deferente ,  that  I fo 
longwith-held  the  publicationof the following paper x. 
They  feemed  to  think  that  the  freedom  of  pajfages  in 
thefe  Memoirsmight  give  ojfence  tojeveral  whowere 
Jim  alive  and  whofe  parí  in  thofe  ajfairs,  which 
are  here  related,  could  not  be  tranjinitted  to  pofieri - 
ty  with  any  advantage  to  their  reputation.  But, 
whether  this  objeclion  be  in  itfelf  of  much  weight, 
may perhaps  be  difputed ;  at  leaft  iijhould  have  littk 
with  me,  who  am  under  no  rejlraint  in  that  parti¬ 
cular  ;  fince  I  am  not  of  an  age  to  remember  thofe 
tranfaciions,  ñor  had  any  acquaintance  with  thofe 
perjons  whofe  counfeh  or  proceedings  are  condemned, 
and  who  are  ail  of  them  now  dead. 

But,  as  this  author  is  very  free  in  expofng  the 
weaknefs  and  corruptions  of  ill  minifiers,Jo  he  isas 
ready  to  commend  the  abilities  and  virtue  of  others, 
as  may  be  obfervedfrom  feveral pafages  of  thefe  Me- 
moirs ;  particular ly  of  the  late  earl  of  Sunderland, 
with  whom  the  author  continued  in  the  moft  intimate 
fnendfhip  to  his  death  and  who  was father  of  that 
mof  learned  and  excellent  lord,  now  fecretary  of 
jlate ;  as  likewife,  of  the  prejent  earl  of  Roe hef- 
ter  ;  and  the  earl  oj  Gcdolphin,  now  lord treafurer, 
reprefented  by  this  impartía!  author  as  a  perlón  at 

I  i  2  that 
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that  time  defervedly  mtrujled  with  fo  great  a  part 
m  the  prime  minijiry  ■  an  office  he  now  executes 
agam,  witbfucb  univerjal  applaufe,fo  much  to  the 
queen's  bonour  and  bis  own,  and  to  the  advantage 
of  bis ^  country ,  as  well  as  of  the  whole  confederacy. 

Tu  eje  at  e  two  cbjechons  I  have  f orne  times  heard 
to  have  Leen  offiered  againjl  tbofe  Memoirs  that  muere 
pmnted  m  the  author  s  lije- tune,  and  which  the  fe 
noy  publijhed  may,  perhaps  be  equally  Hable  to . 
Fuji,  as  t o  the  matter  ;  that  the  author  fpeaks  too 
much  himjelf :  next,  as  to  the  flyle  ¡  that  he 
afcBs  the '  ufe  of  Frene h  words,  as  well  as  jome  turns 
oj  expreffion  peculiar  to  that  language. 

1  bélico  e,  thoje,  tobo  make  the  jormer  cnticifm , 
do  not  well  conjider  the  nature  of  Memoirs.  'Fisto 
the  F  *  'ench  (ij  I  mifake  not)  we  chiefy  owe  that 
manner  oj  writing ;  and  Sir  IVilham  Temple  is 
,  not  only  thefrf,  but  1  tbink  the  only,  Englijhman 
(at  leajl  of  any  confequence)  who  ever  attempted  it. 
The  bef  French  memoirs  are  writ  by  fuch  perfons  as 
dh  >  c  toe  principal  aliors  in  thofe  t ra njachons  they 
preterid  to  relate,  whether  of  wars  or  negotiations. 
Thofe  oj  Sir  William  Temple  are  of  the  fume  na¬ 
ture  j  and  therefore,  in  rny  judgment,  the  publiffier 
(wbofent  them  into  i  he  -world  without  the  author s 
privity)  gaye  them  a  wrong  title,  when  he  calle d 
them  Memoirs  of  what  paffied  in  Chriftendom,  &c. 
whereas  it  Jhould  rather  have  been,  Memoirs  of  the 
treaty  at  Nimeguen,  which  was  plainly  the  fenje 
oj  the  autoor,  who  m  the  e pifie  tells  bis  fon,  that, 
in  compilante  with  his  djire,  he  will  leave  him 
fome  memon  s  oj  what  pajjed  in  his  pubhc  employ- 

mentS: 
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ments  abroad  .*  and  in  the  book  itfelf,  when  he 
deduces  an  account  ofthe Jiate  oj  wann  Chrijlendotn , 
he  fays  it  is  only  t o prepare  thc  readerfor  a  relation 
of  that  famous  treaty  ;  where  he  and  8  ir  Lionel 
fenkins  were  thc  only  mediators  that  continued  any 
confiderable  tune  \  and  as  the  auihor  wasjirjl  vi 
commifion,  Jo  in  point  of  abihties  or  credit,  either 
abroad  or  at  honie ,  there  was  no  Jort  oj compunjo n 
between  the  two  perjons.  Thofe  nieniou  s  t  vei  efo?  e 
are  proper  ly  a  relation  of  a  general  treaty  of pe  ace , 
wherein  the  author  had  the  principal  y  as  well  as  the 
mojí  honour able  par t  in  quality  oj  mcdiator  >  Jo  that 
the frequent  mention  ofhinifelj J eems  not  only  excujable 
but  necefary.  The  fame  may  be  offered  in  defence  of 
the  following  paper s9  becaufe ,  during  the  grea tejí 
part  of  the  penad  they  treat  of  the  author  was  isi 
chief  confidence  with  the  king,  bis  majler  •  do  which 
it  may  le  added ,  that ,  in  the  few  preliminary  Unes 
at  the  head  ofthe  firft  p  age,  the  author  projefes  he 
writ  thofe  paper  s  for  the  f atufa  fon  ofhisfriends 
hereafter ,  upon  the  grounds  oj  bis  retir ement ,  and 
his  refolution  never  to  meddle  again  with  pubhc 

aftairs 

As  to  the  ohjeBion  againft  thejlyle  of  the  formen 
memoirs,  that  it  abounds  in  French  words  and  turns 
of  expresión ;  it  is  to  be  conjidered,  that,  at  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen,  all  bufnefs,  either  by  w n  iting 
or  difeourfe,  paffed  in  the  French  tonguey  and  the 
author  havinglivedfomany years  abroad m  that and 
former  embajfies,  where  all  bufnefs,  as  well  as  con¬ 
ver  fation,  ran  in  that  language,  it  was  hardly  poj- 

fibleforhim  to  writeupon  public  afairs  withoutjome 
5/  **  I  i  ^  tina  tu  e 
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■wriZAhí  '?  m/y'e’  in  his  che, 

ZirZLj  0frm  ajurtd  m‘ ’  *  “  4?  ¿ 

toñlf„m  J  f  T,n  ,he  oij‘m°«*  ™  de  to  h¡, 

m  ther,  71:  íej  U¿,tei  mt-fmne  Frmch  *w¿r 

Zr£:  m  theirjtead,  though 

ferbaps  not  jo  fignijicant .  - 

Jvh::VS  one  tbinS  Pr oper  to  inform  thereader, 
‘wby  thefe  memoirs  are  called  t he  third  part,  itere 

havmg  never  Peen  publijhed  but  one  part  befare 

ZerZZ  6  fi*?*  the  aUth0r  ^ntionsíforl 

inri  ^  thejrji  part  <was  chiejiy  the  triple  alli~ 

ton  l,  ^  ^  neSfU!tíon  ofwhich  my  lord Arling- 
jrr-jj-  asfljreiary  of  Jiote,  and  chiej minifter  •  Sir 
Wilham  Temple  oftenajjured  me,  he  had burn't  thofe 
memoirs ,  andfor  that  r enfangas  content  bisletUrs 

toZld  blh5efaJ}Íej  f  tbeHague  and  Aixla  Cbapell?, 

to  fupply  that  lofs :  ’  f°me  manner 

buZhinV7 thatmoved  Sir  WUUom  Temple  to  - 
from  *  °£ir4  mem01rJ  ™ay  perhaps  be  conjeSlured 
j  Jym c  pajages  m  the  fecond ' part formerly  pr inf¬ 

ecí :  tn  one  place  the  author  has  thefeword?,<<  L 
s<  h/d  TLrhngton,  who  madejo great  a Jigure  in  the 
tt  f°JPm*rp4rt  ofthefe  Memoirs,  was  nowgrown  aut 

of  all  creditj  &c  Jn  otber  parís  be  tells  us  tbat 

lordwas  oj  the  mimjlry  wbich  brolle  the  triple  lea^ue  • 
advijed  the  Dutcb  war  andFrench  alliance ;  ind 
m  Jbjrt,  was  at  the  bottom  oj'  all  thofe  ruino?!? 

Jo  that,  as  I  have  been  toldjrom  a  good  band,  and 
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as  it feems  ver  y  probable,  he  could  not  think  that  lord 
a  perfon Jit  to  be  celebrated for  his par  t  in  forward - 
ing  that  famous  league  ivhile  he  vías  Jecretary  of 
Jlate,  iv b o  had  made  fuch  counterpaces  to  dejlroy  it. 
At  the  end  I  have  fubjotned  an  Appendix  contain - 
ing,  bejides  one  or  two  other  particulars,  a  fpeech  of 
Sir  William  T imple’ s  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
an  anfwer  of  the  king’s  to  an  addrefs  of  that  houfe , 
relating  to  the  bilí  of  exclufion,  both  ‘ivhich  are  men- 
tioned  in  thefe  memoirs . 

I  have  only  farther  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
although  thefe  paper s  ivere  correSled by  the  author , 
yet  he  bad  once  intended  to  inferí  fome  additions  in 
feveral places,  as  appeared  by  certain  hints  or  memo - 
randoms  in  the  margin  •,  but  vohether  they  viere 
omitted,  out  of  for getfulnefs,  negledl,  or  want  of 
health,  I  cannot  determine :  one  pajfage  relating  to 
Sir  William  f  oríes  he  vías  pleafed  to  tell  me,  and  I 
have  added  it  in  the  appendix.  The  refl  I  know 
nothing  of  •,  but  the  t bread  of  the  Jlory  is  entire 
*. without  them. 

I 
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M  E  M  O  I  R  S, 

The  T  H  I  R  D  P  A  R  T, 

[Written  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  my  friends  hereafter,  uppn 
the  grounds  of  my  retirement,  and  refolution  ncvcr  to 
meddle  again  with  any  public  affairs  from  this  prefent 
February ,  1 680-1.] 

UPON  my  return  from  Nimeguen  to  the 
Hague,  after  the  Emperor’s  ambaffadors  having 
figned  the  peace,  the  king  fignified  his  pleaíure  to 
me,  by  a  letter  from  my  lord  *  treafurer,  that  he 
would  have  me  come  over  to  enter  into  the  fecre- 
tary’s  office  in  Mr.  Coventry’s  room,  according  to 
the  refolution  he  had  taken  the  year  before,  when  he 
fent  for  me  over  into  England  from  Nimeguen  to 
that  purpofe. 

I  fent  my  humble  acknowledgments  to  the  king, 
in  my  aníwer  to  the  lord  treafurer’s  letter  •,  but 
withal  my  humble  excufes  for  not  putting  his  ma- 
jefty  upon  the  ufe  of  an  oíd  beaten  horfe,  in  fuch 
hard  fervice  as  I  took  that  flation  then  to  be  ;  and 
propofed  my  collegue,  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  for  .  that 
purpofe.  And  having  long  promifed  the  great  duke, 
that  1  would  make  him  a  vifit  at  Florence,  if  I  lived ; 
I  turned  my  thoughts  wholly  to  get  leave  for  that 
journey,  as  foon  as  the  congrefs  at  Nimeguen  fhould 
wholly  break  up,  as  it  was  like  to  do  fome  time  th?t 
fpring,  1678-9. 

This  gaveíome  refpite  at  court  to  the  refolutions  of 
my  return,  and  an  overture  for  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins’s 
Corning  over  in  my  room  ;  fo  that  I  prepared  for  a  íhort 
Return  to  Nimeguen  ^  when  moíl  unexpeftedly  carne  a 

í  Earl  of  Vanbji  after wards  duke  of  Leeds . 

'  yacht 
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íurcr  ton/ítCCrdT’  Wkh  letters  from  my  lord  trea- 

newly  fucceedell  í'6  Te  °[  Junderland,  who  ka¿ 
hn  >  l,  ^-r  ,S'r  JofePh  WiUiamfon.  And  in 

from  rte  k¡„  Pf  'l,'re,WaS  1  Poflti"  “mmand 
rrom  the  king,  for  my  immediate  repair  intoEno-lanr? 

ln  5°  "’j'aucring  opon  ,he  f¿reta?y“  ole  ’ 

The  king  writ  the  fame  thing  at  the  fame  time  to'the 

P  inte,  and  gave  him  leave  to  acquaint  the  States  with 

™h*ch  dld>  as  a  thing  he  thought  they  would  be 

&Zt(al  \r h[míf- ^  ¡-i? 

ds  .)  though  while  I  was  forced  to  ílay  at  the 
Hagtje  aboiit  a  fortmght  before  my  embarkino-  they 
fotrnd  me  in  very  different  thoughts,  both  upon  mv 

ró  d  me 17  H  :  inf0m"'h  !h*'  Prince 

'  klT'r  Up<>n  “?a  P'cce  °f  Predeftination, 
V  !  dl0ul'l  de  tecretary  of  ílate  at  laft,in  fpite  of  all 
I  had  done  ib  long  to  avoid  it. 

fnmrifi,"  7  a'riVrl  EnSlan'd'  1  met  with 
iu  pníing  feene  that  ever  was  :  the  long  parliament 

•dnf° ttC  n  T thC  ,refolution  taken  for  the  duke’s  going 
th  °  j  íolIand,’  an(  that  iie  was  to  part  next  day  :  fo 
hT  ,  íad  °n  y,one  occafion  of  fpeaking  to  him  >  when 
he  told  me  with  great  freedom  the  paces  that  had  been 

™adfot0Wards,  diat  rdolucI0n,  much  againíl  his  own 
opinión,  and  bid  me  remember  what  he  foretold  me, 

•  5  nowever  this  was  thought  likely  to  ílop  the 
vio.enr  humour  then  raifed  by  the  plot,  yet  I  fhould 

lee  it  would i  go  on  next  to  my  lord  treaíurer’s  ruin, 
though  he  did  not  expedí  it, 

When  the  duke  was  gone,  and  the  king  had  told 
me,  with  the  greateíl  kindnefs  that  could  be,  of  his 
reiolution  to  have  me  fecretary ,  and  that  I  had  no 
reafon  to  ta*e  it  well,  becaufe  he  knew  not  one  man 
beírdes  in  England  that  was  fit  for  it  upon  Mr.  Coven- 
try  s  removal :  and  on  the  other  fide,  my  friends  had 
told  me,  they  liad  the  money  ready  for  me  to  lay  down, 
wbicn  was  five  thoufand  pouncfs  5  I  began  to  confider 

the 
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Che  ground,  and  the  journey,  and  my  own  ftrength  to 
go  through  with  it.  Í  found  nothing  io  neccftary  for  his 
rnajeíty’s  affairs  abroad,  and  thofe  of  Chriftendom,  as 
great  unión  at  home  *,  which  might  enable  him  to  make 
iuch  a  figure  as  the  preferyation  ofhis  allies  required^ 
ani  indeed  the  general  intereíl  of  Chriftendom  ^  which 
feemed  to  depend  whoily  upon  his  majefty’s  meafures, 
On  the  other  fide,  I  never  faw  greater  difturbance 
Jn  men’s  minds  at  home,  than  had  been  raifed  by 
the  plot,  and  the  purfuit  of  it  in  the  parliament; 
and  obferved,  that  though  it  was  generally  believed 
by  bqth  houfes,  by  city  and  country,  by  clergy  and 
Jaity  ^  yet  when  I  talked  with  fome  of  my  friends  in 
prívate,  who  ought  beft  to  know  the  bottom  of  it, 
they  only  concluded  that  it  was  yet  myfterious  ;  that 
they  could  not  fay  the  king  believed  it  •,  but,  however, 
that  the  parliament  and  nation  were  fo  generally  and 
ftrongly  pofieíTed  with  it,  that  it  muft  of  neceffity  be 
purfued  as  if  it  were  true,  whether  it  was  fo  or  no ; 
and  that,  without  the  king’s  uniting  with  his  people 
upon  this  point,  he  would  never  grow  either  into 
^eafe  at  home,  or  confideration  abroad. 

Upon  three  days  thought  of  this  whole  affair,  I 
concluded  it  a  fcene  unfit  for  luch  adtors  as  I  knew 
rnyfelf  to  be  5  and  refolved  to  avoid  the  fecretary’s 
place,  or  any  other  public  employment  at  home,  my 
charafter  abroad  ftill  continuing.  This  I  acquainted 
my  neareft  friends  with  ;  ordered  the  money  to  be 
returned,  which  had  been  provided  by  them  *,  and  feli 
into  the  confultations  how  I  might  get  *off  this  point, 
without  any  thing  that  might  appear  undutiful  or 
ungrateful  to  his  majefty. 

The  eleófions  were  canvaffing  for  a  new  parliament, 
and  I  ordered  my  preteníions  fo  as  they  carne  to  fail 
In  the  mean  time  I  deferred  my  entering  into  the 
feeretary’s  place,  till  I  might  likewife  enter  into  the 
Ijoufe  pf  commons,  which  both  his  majefty  and  lord 

treafurer 


49  2  Memo  ir  s from  the  Ve  ace  in  i6yg , 

treafurcr  were  fatisfied  with,  though  not  lord  Sunder- 
land.  But  when  that  parliament  was  chofen,  and  I 
not  of  the  houfe,  I  reprefented  to  his  majefty  how 
unfit  it  was  to  have  a  parliament  meet  without  his 
having  one  lecretary  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
how  ufeful  Mr.  Coventry  would  be  to  him  there *, 
and  fo  obtained  a  refpite  till  I  could  be  chofen  of  the 
houfe ;  which  was  endeavoured  upen  each  doubtful 
eledtion,  efpecially  that  at  Windfor,  buthowever  could 
not  be  carried. 

The  íhort  parliament  met,  with  the  difputes  between 
the  court  and  the  commons  about  the  fpeaker,  begun 
indeed  upon  a  pique  between  the  treafurer  and  Mr. 
Seymour  [afterwards  Sir  Edward  Seymour]  or  rather 
between  my  lady  Danby  and  him.  However  it 
was,  this  foon  ran  the  houfe  into  fuch  violences 
againft  my  lord  treafurer,  as  ended  in  his  ruin  •,  firít 
by  the  king’s  fudden  refolution  to  remove  him,  then 
by  the  commons  continuing  theirpurfuits  and  impeach- 
ments ;  and  laft,  by  his  lordfhip’s  firít  concealing,  and 
then  producing  himfelf  in  the  face  of  this  ftorm, 
which  ended  in  the  Tower. 

After  thefe  heats  of  the  commons,  which  increafed 
into  new  meafures  and  motions  among  them,  as  they 
were  fwayed  by  popular  humours  upon  the  plot,  and 
many  new  plots  laid  by  the  ambitions  of  prívate  per- 
fons,  carried  on  under  covert  of  the  other  •,  I  never 
faw  any  man  more  fenfible  of  the  miferablecondition  of 
his  affairs,  than  I  íbund  his  majefty  upon  many  dif- 
courfes  with  him,  which  my  foreign  employments  and 
correfpondences  made  way  for.  But  nothing  he  faid 
to  me  moved  me  more,  than  when,  upon  the  faid  pro- 
fpeíl  of  them  all,  he  told  me,  he  had  none  left,  with 
whom  he  could  fo  much  as  fpeak  of  them  in  confidence, 
fince  my  lord  treafurer’s  being  gone.  And  this  gave, 
I  fuppofe,  his  majefty  the  occafion  ofentering  into  more 
cqnfidence  with  me,  than  I  could  deferve  or  expedí. 

A  Qa 
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On  the  other  fide  I  found,  that  the  counfel  of  my 
lord  treafurer’s  removal  had  been  carried  on  by  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  in  conjunétion  with  the  duchéis 
of  Portfmouth,  and  lord  Eífex,  who  was  then  m  the 
«reate  ft  confidence  with  the  duke  ot  Monmouth,  and 
by  him  and  lord  Sunderland  newly  brought  into  the 
treafury.  I  found  my  lord  Sunderland  at  leaft  m  com- 
pliance  with  this  knot,  and  that  all  were  refolved  to 
brino-  my  lord  Shafteíbury  again  into  court,  who  was 
in  coníidcnce  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  nnd  loid. 
EíTex,  and  had  a  near  relation  to  lord  Sunderland.  I 
obferved  the  great  affeftion  his  majefty  had  to  the  duke  _ 
of  Monmouth,  and  faw  plainly  the  ufe  his  grace  ín- 
tended  to  make  of  it,  in  cale  he  could  introduce  a 
miniftry  at  his  own  devotion,  or  in  his  interefts  :  and 
this  being  a  matter  that  might  concern  the  very  fuc- 
ceíílon  of  the  crown,  and  not  only  an  injury  to  the 
duke,  but  through  him  to  his  children,  and  the  prince 
of  Orange  •,  I  refolved  firft,  if  it  were  poffible,  to 
break  the  growth  of  that  miniftry,  though  I  faw  no 
men  whom  I  could  defign  to  fix  in  it,  with  any  fatif- 
faétion  or  advantage  to  the  king  or  his  fervice. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  obferved  the  parliament  to  grow 
every  day  more  violent,  upon  the  fupport  they  received 
from  the  humoursraifed  by  the  plot,  and  the  incentives 
given  them  by  the  ambitions  of  perfons  playing  that 
game.  í  faw  a  probability  of  matters  growing  to 
fuch  a  pafs,  that  his  majefty  might  be  torced  to  part 
with  them  ;  and  yet  I  faw  not  authority  enough  left 
in  the  crown,  either  to  do  that  without  the  venture 
cf  great  mifchiefs,  or  to  live  without  another  parlia- 
nient  tilt  the  prefent  humours  might  cool.  And  both 
theíe  confiderations,  meeting  together,  caft  me  upen 
the  thoughts  of  the  king’s  eftabliiliing  a  new  council, 
of  fuch  a  conftitution,  as  might  either  gain  credit 
enough  with  the  prefent  parliament,  by  taking  in  fo 
many  perfons  of  thofe  who  had  moíl  among  them,. 


Ti  -  fr 


494  Metnoirs  f rom  the  Peace  ín  1679, 

and  thereby  give  eafe  and  quiet  both  to  the  ki ng  and 
fus  people ;  or  1  f,  on  the  other  íide,  the  humours  Luid 
grovv  outrageous  and  beyond  oppofing,  the  W 
nught  yet,  at  the  head  of  fuch  a  councifwith  more 
u  ority  and  lefs  hazard  of  ill  confequences  either 
prorogue  or  diíTolve  them,  as  any  neceffities’  of  his 
ov/n,  or  extravagancies  of  theirs  íhould  require. 

For  thefe  ends  ít  íeemed  necelfary  to  take  into  the 

council  lome  loras  and  commoners  who  were  of  molí 

appearing  credit  and  fway  in  both  houfes,  without 

being  thought  either  prmcipled  or  interefted  ao-ainft 

e  government  -  and  mix  them  with  others  of  his  • 

majeity  s  more  general  cholee,  for  making  up  one  half 

of  the  council,  whilft  the  other  half,  beincr  fifteen 

were  ever  to  be  the  prefent  chiefofficers  of  his  crown 

and  houfhold,  who  being  all  of  his  majefty’s  known 

trult,  as  well  as  choice,  would  be  fure  to  keep  the 

council  fteady  to  the  true  intereft  of  his  majefty,  and 
tne  crown. 

But  one  chief  regare!,  neceíTary  to  this  conftitution, 
was  t  lat  of  the  perfonal  riches  of  this  new  council  * 
wlucn,  m  reven ues  of  land  or  offices,  was  found  re 
amount  to  about  three  líundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year ;  whereas  thofeof  a  houfe  of  commons  arefeldom 
found  tohave  exceeded  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
And  authonty  is  obferved  much  to  follow  land  :  and 
at  the  worff,  fuch  a  council  might,  out  of  their  own 
ítock,  and  upon  a  pinch,  furnifh  the  king  fo  far  as  to 
relieve  fome  great  neceffity  of  the  crown. 

This  whole  matter  was  confuíted  and  deduced  upon 
paper,  only  between  the  king  and  me,  and  laíted  in 
tne  debate  and  digeftion  about  a  month  :  but  when 
the  forms  and  perfons  were  agreed,  and  his  majefty 
Ieemed  much  fatisfied  with  the  thinp-,  and  refolved 
to  go  on  with  it,  I  humbly  def.red  him  not  to  take  a 
refolution  of  that  importance,  without  firíl  communi- 
caung  it  re  three  or  four  perfons  of  thofe  his  majefty 
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could  moft  rely  upon  in  point  of  judgment,  fecrecy, 
and  affetftion  to  his  fervice.  The  king  refolved  f 
íhould  go  and  communicate  the  whole  fcheme,  with 
all  the  particulars  of  it,  to  my  *  lord  Chancellor,  lord 
Sunderland,  and  lord  EíTex  *,  but  one  after  another  ; 
and  with  charge  from  him  of  the  laft  fecrecy  ♦,  and 
íhould  bring  him  word  of  their  opinions  upon  it :  and 
if  they  concurred  with  his,  íhould  appoint  them  to 
attend  his  majefty  next  morning  *,  the  Chancellor  only 
entering  into  his  lodgings  by  the  common  way,  but 
the  other  two  and  I  by  the  private  one  below. 

When  I  acquainted  them  with  it,  they  all  received  it 
with  equal  amazement  and  pleafure.  My  lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  faid,  it  looked  like  a  thing  from  heaven,  fallen 
into  his  majefty’s  breaft:  lord  EíTex,  that  it  would 
leave  the  parliament  and  nation  in  the  fame  difpoíiti- 
ons  to  the  king  which  he  found  at  his  comingin :  and 
lord  Sunderland  approved  it  as  much  as  any. 

Next  day  we  attended  his  majefty,  and  had  a  very 
long  audience-,  upon  which  no  difficulty  arofe  but 
two,  that  were  wholly  perfonal.  I  had  propofed  lord 
Hallifaxas  one  of  the  lords,  whom  the  king  had  indeed 
kicked  at,  in  our  firft  confultations,  more  than  any 
of  the  reft:  but  upon  feveral  reprefentations  of  his 
family,  his  abilities,  his  eftate  and  credit,  as  well  as 
talent  to  ridicule  and  unravel  whatever  he  was  fpited 
at,  í  thought  his  majefty  had  been  contented  with  it: 
but,  at  this  meeting,  he  raifed  new  difficulties  upon  it, 
and  appeared  a  great  while  invincible  in  them,  though 
we  all  joined  in  the  defence  of  it :  and  at  laft,  I 
told  the  king,  we  would  fall  upon  our  knees  to  gain 
a  point  that  we  all  thought  neceíTary  for  his  fervice  : 
and  then  his  majefty  confented. 

The  other  was  concerning  lord  Shafteíbury,  who 
had  never  been  mentioned  in  our  firft  debates  $  and 
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tíie  kmg  either  had  not  thought  of  him  before  upori 
tliis  affair,  or  had  not  mentioned  him  to  me,  as  know- 
ing,  upon.all  occafions  of  private  difcourfe  with  his  ma- 
jcífy,  what  opinión  I  had  of  that  lord.  But  after  ni  y 
lordHallifax  hadpafíed,  the  kingfaid  there  was another, 
who,  if  he  were  left  out,  might  do  as  much  mifchief 
as  any,  and  named  lord  Shafteíbury  ;  to  which  the  o- 
ther  three  agreed  :  and  concluded  further,  thathe  would 
never  be  con  cent  with  a  counfellor’splace  among  thirty* 
and  therefore  it  waspropofed  to  add  one  to  thenumber, 
by  making  a  preíident  which  íhould  be  he.  I  difputed 
this  point,  from  the  firíl  mention,  to  the  laíl  con- 
clufion  of  it,  foretelling  he  would  deílroy  all  thegood 
that  we  expeóted  from  the  whole  conílitution  :  and 
laici  all  that  I  could  with  fo  much  earneftnefs,  that 
when,  by  his  majefly’s  agreeingwith  the  other  three,  I 
faw  it  would  be  concluded,  I  walked  away  to  the 
other  end  of  the  room,  not  knowing  well  whether  I 
íhould  have  gone  out  or  not,  if  the  door  had  been 
open  ;  but  turning  again,  I  defired  his  majefty  to 
remember,  that  I  had  no  part  in  lord  Shafteíbury’s 
coming  into  his  council  or  his  affairs  ;  that  his  majefty 
and  the  other  three  lords  had  refolved  it  without  me  ; 
and  that  1  was  ftill  ablblutely  againft  it.  The  king 
laughed  and  turned  myanger  into  ajeft ;  andfowent  on 
with  the  refl  of  the  conílitution  intended,  til!  the  whole 
was  reíulved  and  executed  publicly  inEafter  1679  *. 

Ihe  night  before  the  thing  was  to  be  done,  his 
majefty  thought  fit  to  tell  it  the  duke  of  Monmouth  5 
having  kept  it  fecret  till  then,  further  than  to  the  four 
already  named.  But  as  foon  as  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
knew,  though  only  in  general,  that  the  council  íhould 
be  changed,  he  told.  it  fo  many,  that  it  was  common 
talk  next  morning  •,  which  we  interpreted  either 
Iightnds  or  vanity,  to  have  it  thought,  that  he  had 
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part  in  an  affair  likely  to  pafs  fo  well.  And  indccd 
when  the  thing  was  done  in  the  forms  that  are  known, 
it  was  received  with  general  applaufe  in  the  country, 
with  bonfires  in  the  city,  and  the  fame  in  Ireland  : 
in  Hoiland,  the  aclions  of  the  Eaft -India  company 
rofe  upon  it  immediately,  and  very  much  ;  and  the 
States  defigned  one  of  their  beft  and  molí  coníiderable 
men,  monfieur  Van  Lewen,  to  come  over  minifter 
into  England  upon  this  occafion.  France  alone  was 
tinfatisfied  with  it,  and  monfieur  Bárillon  faid  it  was 
making  des  Etats  [States]  and  not  des  confeils  [coun- 
cils]  •  but  the  reafons  were  eafy  to  fee,  and  fo  not 
much  coníidered. 

The  houfe  of  commons  received  it  with  moíl  coid- 
nefs,  where  the  contrary  was  moíl  expedied  :  and  the 
pretending  knowers  among  them,  who  were  not  oí 
the  council,  pretended  now  to  know  nothing  of  it,  to 
expedí  new  revelations,  to  doubt  it  might  be  a  new 
court-joggle,  and  to  refer  it  to  time  to  teil  what  it  was 
in  truth ;  in  the  mean  while  to  fufpend  their  judg- 
ments. 

This  was  the  firft  effecl  of  my  lord  Shafteíbury^s 
good  meaning  to  the  king  and  bis  afíairs,  into  which 
he  was  entered,  but  not  with  the  perfonal  or  tranfcen- 
dent  credit  he  aimed  at  v/ith  bis  majefty,  and  which  he 
thought  thofe  who  had  been  authors  of  this  new  con- 
ílitution  had  the  erreateíl  íhare  in.  This  made  him  fall 

O 

in  more  abíblutely  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
ufe  all  their  endeavours  to  raile  fuch  difcontents  and 
heats  in  the  houfes,  upon  the  apprehenfions  of  popery, 
and  propofitions  to  prevent  it,  that  the  king  found 
himfelf  foon  upon  as  uneafy  terms  with  this  fefliort  cf 
parliament,  as  he  had  been  with  the  laíl  ^  the  humouis 
being  engaged  by  my  lord  Shaftefbury’s  pretending 
among  his  patriots,  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  had 
fo  much  credit  with  the  king,  that  his  majefty  defired 
but  a  good  occafion  of  confenting  to  all  the  parliament 
Yol.  IL  K  k  íhould 
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íhould  infift  on,  which  vvould  De  given  him  b y  th'eir 
heatand  obftinacy,  info  popular  apoint  as  that  againft 
popery  :  and  íí  that  were  once  gained,  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  and  he  íhould  be  ableto  fteer  all  the  reft> 
to  thv.  latisfaófton  or  thole  who  called  themíelves  the 
good  or  the  honeft  party. 

f  Such  a  mifchief  could  never  have  grown,  if  lord 
Shafteíbury  had  not  worked  himfelf  up  into  credit,  both 
in  parliament  and  city,  by  the  appearance  of  having 
it  with  the  king,  and  in  the  council  where  be  was  pre- 
fident  ;  and  by  the  infufions  given  of  bis  having  or 
growing  yet  into  greater  by  a  inore  fecret  fpring, 
which  was  the  intereíl  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and 
the  kindnefs  ofhis  majefty  increafing,  as  appeared 
fince  the  duke’s  abíence.  I  cannot  believe  butall  this 
would  have  been  avoided,  if,  upon  the  new  conñitu- 
tjon,  lord  Shafteíbury  had  been  left  out,  as  a  perfon 
marked  by  his  majefty,  and  nevrer  to  enter  more  into 
bis  affairs  or  coníidence  ;  which  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  from  his  very  firíl  entrance  upon  publick  ítages, 
it  examined  never  lo  ftrictly,  would  have  given  good 
grouncl  ror.  But  this  rate,  as  1  could  not  prevent 
by  all  my  endeavours,  fo  í  hadforetold  it  his  majefty 
the  year  befare :  when,  upon  my  coming  over,  the 
king  had  tallen  into  all  the  violen t  expreíftons  that 
could  be  againft  him  ;  I  told  his  majefty,  that,  with 
his  good  leave,  I  would  hold  any  wager,  Ifhould  yet 
fee  that  lord  again  in  his  buíinefs  ;  and  when  the  king 
afked  me  what  made  me  think  fo,  I  faid,  becaufe  I 
knew  he  was  reftlefs  while  he  was  out,  and  would  try 
every  door  togetin  ;  had  v/it  and  indpftry  to  find  out 
the  ways  *,  and,  when  money  would  work,  had  as 
much  as  any  body  to  beftow,  and  fkill  enough  to  know 
where  to  place  it. 

#  d  his  turn  in  the  king’s  affairs,  upon  this  new  con- 
ílituticn,  gave  me  fo  great  a  vexation,  and  fo  ill  a 
profpeft,  that,  liaving  deiayed  the  time  prefcribed  for 


I 


to  the  Authors  Retir ement. 


499 


every  man’s  receiving  the  facrament  according  to  lav/9 
áfter  his  entrance  intopublick  employment,  tili  it  was 
very  near  expired  *,  I  once  refolved,  by  that  onnííion, 
to  make  myfelf  abfolutely  incapable  of  bearing  any  for 
the  future  ;  and  was  not  períuaded  to  iav  ande  that 
thonght  till  after  long  debates  lipón  it  with  my  v/ne 
and  íiíter  here  at  Sheen  :  but  that  matter  paííed  in. 
form,  and  I  continued  barely  oí  the  council,  with  a 
tefolution  of  not  entering  opon  the  fecretary’s  office, 
though  oíten  and  earneílly  urged  to  it  by  lord  Sunder¬ 
land,  with  others  of  my  friends. 

Upon  the  new  conftitution  of  the  council,  my  lord 
Sunderland  had,  by  Mr.  Sidney,  deíired  that  we  two 
might  join  together  in  perfeófc  confidence,  and  diftinft 
from  any  others  in  the  courfe  of  the  king’s  affairs 
whether  I  would  enter  into  the  othcr  lecretary’s  office, 
or  no  ;  which  I  faid  I  was  very  willing  to  embrace, 
though  I  knew  no  need  of  it,  confidering  how  much 
the  general  affairs  were  devolved  upon  the  council,  or 
the  particular  committees,  and  how  much  I  thonght 
it  was  fit  that  they  íhould  continué  fo,  without  run- 
ning  into  any  prívate  channels.  This  confidence  had 
not  run  on  above  a  fortmght,  when  my  lord  Sunder¬ 
land  aíked  me,  if  I  were  willing  my  lord  EíTex  íhould 
be  received  into  it  ;  which  I  confented  to  tnough  with 
intirnation  to  lord  Sunderland  of  the  opinión  I  had 
(for  fome  timeof  late)  of  lord  EíTex,  whom  I  thonght 
I  knew  better  than  he  did.  So  we  met,  for  a  whilc, 
once  a  day  by  turns,  at  each  oí  our  houles,  and  con * 
fulted  upon  the  chief  affairs  that  were  then  on  the  an- 
vil,  and  how  they  might  be  beft  prepared  for  the  par- 
liament  or  the  council':  but  matters  growing  very  un¬ 
to  ward,  by  the  practices  oí  lord  Shaíteíbury,  with  the 
duke  of  Monmouth’s  cover  at  leaíh,  and  upon  the  ill 
humour  of  the  houfe  of  commons  about  the  bu  fi¬ 
néis  of  religión  •,  and  my  lord  Halliíax  appeanng 
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was  ;  I  propofed  to  my  Iords  Sunderland  and  E fiar, 
to  receive  him  into  all  our  confultations;  which  I 
thought  would  both  enter  him  into  credit  with  the  king, 
and  give  us  more  eafe  in  the  courfe  of  his  affairs. 
Lord  EíTex  received  this  overture  with  his  ufual  dry- 
nels  ;  lord  Sunderland  oppoíed  it  a  good  deal,  and 
told  me,  I  fhould  not  find  lord  Hallifax  the  perfon  I 
took  him  ror,  but  one  that  cotild  draw  with  no-body, 
and  ftill  climbing  up  to  the  top  himfelf.  However  I 
continued  refolure  in  preffing  it,  and  fo  at  length  the 
thing  was  concluded,  and  we  fell  all  four  together  into 
the  ufual  meetings  and  confultations. 

The  chief  matters  that  lay  before  the  king  at  that 
time  were,  firft,  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  people  by 
falling  into  fome  meafures  with  the  parliament  that. 
might  enable  him  to  look  abroad  in  fuch  a  figure  as 
became  the  crown  of  England,  and  was  necefíary  for 
preventing  the  common  fears  of  a  new  invafion  of 
France  upen  Flanders  or  Holland,  which  looked  very 
defperate  without  fome  ftrong  and  refolute  protección 
from  England. 

The  fecond  was  a  refolution  to  be  taken  in  anfwer 
to  the  inftances  made  by  monfieur  Van  Lewen  from 
the  States,  about  a  new  guaranty  to  begiven  upon  the 
late  general  peace  by  his  majefty,  particularly  to  Spain 
in  the  bufinefs  of  Flanders. 

The  thircl  was  the  giving  fome  e2fe  to  Scotland, 
where  the  humours  began  to  fwell  about  this  time;  and 
which  we  conceived  could  be  no  way  done  fo  eafiiy,  as 
by  removal  oí  the  dulce  of  Lauderdale ;  a  man  too 
rr.uch  hated  both  here  and  there,  to  be  fit  for  the  tem- 
per  his  majefty  feemed  refolved  to  ufe  in  his  affairs. 

For  this  laíi,  we  could  not  upon  any  terms  obtain 
itof  the  king,  by  all  the  arguments  uíecl  (bothjointly 
and  feverally)  by  us  all  four  ;  the  king’s  defence  being 
a  very  true  one,  that  we  none  of  us  knew  Scotland 
ío  well  as  his  majefty  himfelf. 


For 
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For  the  fecond,  we  eafily  agreed  upon  the  meaíur.es 
th  it  feemed  neceíTary  for  the  i'atisíaction  oí'  the  otates, 
and  the  fafety  of  Flanders  •,  bcing  all  four  of  the  corn- 
mittee,  where  all  theforeign  affairs  were  confuited  •  and 
taking  the  duke  of  Momnouth  and  lora  Slinfcemury 
into  the  firft  digcftion  of  this  treaty  with  Hgand,  at 
a  meeting  for  that  purpofe,  at  rny  ¡oíd  Hall, fax  s 
houle ;  which  was  theonly  time  1  ever  had  any  thing 
to  do,  or  ib  much  as  talk,  with  my  lord  Shafteíbury, 

further  than  the  councii  chambei . 

For  the  firft  thing,  which  was  the  moíl  irnportant, 
we  found  it  more  perplexed  than  we  could  imagine» 
Both  houfes  of  parliament  feemed  to  have  no  eyes,  out 
for  the  dangers  of  popery  upon  the  dukc’s  fuccefilon 
to  the  crown  ;  which  humour  was  biown  up  by  ah  t  re 
arts  and  intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Monrnouth  and  loia 
Shafteíbury.  °  Theking  feemed  willing  to  fecure  them 
-all  that  could  be  againft  thofe  fears,  without^cnanging 
the  laws  in  point  of  fuccefilon.  *  The  houle  o,  ccm- 
rnons  were  bufy  in  finding  out  expedients  to  iecuie 
this  point,  but  could  agree  on  none ;  beingltnl  cu- 
verted  from  fixing  on  any  by  lord  Shaiceuuiy  s  poe¬ 
tices.  The  councii  fell  upon  the  fame  feent  with  great 
earneftnefs  and  endeavour  ;  and,  aíter  much  hammer- 
áno-,  agreed  upon  many  heads  to  be  orfered  the  para- 
arnent,  which  are  commonly  enough  known. 

Thefe  expedients  were  agreed  to  by  alx  the  councii, 
cxcept  my  lord  Shafteíbury  and  me  •,  who  were  againrc 
them  upon  very  different  groands.  _  Mine  were  two  i 
firft,  becaufe  I  beiievec!,  that  nothing  that  carne  nih 
from  the  king  upon  thefe  pomts  would  be  accepte 
by  the  commons j  who,  if  they  would  be  fatisned  at 
all,  I  thoueht  íhould  firft  agree  upon  what,  and  íeave 
jt  to  the  king  to  take  or  refufe.  The  fecond  was,  that 
.as  I  did  not  fee  any  certain  eafe  thefe  expedients  would 
giste  the  king,  though  agreed  to  by  the  houfes  i  lo  a. 

*  ..See  the  Appendix. 
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was  evident  to  all  men,  that  they  vvould  leave  the 
crown  after  him  in  íhackles,  which,  put  on  upon  the 
-  Jke  s  occaíion,  and  m  his  tune,  would  not  beeaíilv 
a  nccked  off  by  any  fuccefíbr.  My  lord  Shafteíbury’s 
giound  v/as  plain,  and  lo  expreffed  bv  him  upon  all 
occaíionr,  j  which  was,  that  there  could  be  no  íecurity 
agamll  the  duke,  if  once  in  poíTeffion  of  the  crown  • 
and  this  being  well  infufed  by  his  and  the  duke  of 
Monmouth’s  fnends  into  the  houfe  of  commons,  occa- 
íioned  their  iullen  rejefting  all  the  expedients  oítered 
taem  by  tne  king,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  pro- 
ycedings  of  the  late  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  ítran^e 
cl.forders  vvherem  they  have  left  aífairs  at  home,  and 
thereby  the  defperate  condition  of  aífairs  abroad. 

During  alí  thefe  tranfaélions  the  three  lords  and  I 
contmued  our  con  flan  t  meedngs  and  ccnfultations  ; 
and  with  lo  much  unión,  and  ío  diíinterefted  endea- 
v  ours  for  the  general  good  of  his  majefty’s  fervice  and 
tne  kingdom’s,  that  I  could  not  but  fay  to  them,  at 
tne  end  of  one  of  our  meetings,  that  y/e  four  vvere  ei- 
t  ter  the  four  nonefteíl  men  in  England,  cr  the  oreateft 
k naves  ;  for  we  made  one  another  at  leaft  believe,  that 
we  were  the  honefteft  men  in  the  world. 

But  this  conjunction  lield  not  long :  for,  after  the 
houfes  rejefhng  the  expedients  offered  by  the  kino-  and 
council,  my  lord  Shafteíbury  find'ing  himfelf  neither 
m  confinence  with  the  king,  ñor  credit  in  the  council, 
ttuned  all  his  practices  and  hopes  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  ¡n ¡lamed  them  to  that  degree,  as  made  the 
three  lords  of  my  ccmmerce  begin  to  grow  uneafy, 
and  to  cait  about  which  way  they  might  lay  this  ftorm. 
At  length  my  lord  Sunderland  told  me  that  lord  Efí>x 
and  lord  Haliifax  were  of  opinión,  that  it  was  ne 
cebar)'  to  take  in  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shafteíbury  into  the  firft  digeftion  of  aífairs,  confider- 
íng  the  influence  they  had  upon  the  houfe  ;  and  fot* 
this  epd  to  agree  with  them  in  the  baniíhment  of  the 

duke,, 
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dulce,  either  for  a  certain  term,  or  during  the  king  s 
life  ;  and  defired  to  know  whether  I  would  faii  into  it 
with  them,  and  join  in  bringing  it  about  with  the  kmg. 

I  told  my  lord  Sunderland  poíitively  I  would  not .  for, 
firíl,  I  would  never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  dulce 
of  Monrnouth  and  lord  Shafteibury ;  and  next,  I 
would  never  enter  into  matters  of  diíFerence  between 
the  king  and  his  brother ;  having  upon  feveial  occa- 
hons  told  them  both,  that  I  would  ever  do  all  1  could 
towards  the  unión  of  the  whole  royal  famny  *,  but  never 
would  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  divifions  of  it ;  and 
no  man  fhould  ever  reproach  me  with  breaking  my 
word,  and  much  lefs  the  king  or  the  duke* 

This  was  peremptory,  and  fo  it  ended  ;  and  therí> 
upon  the  three  lords  reil  into  meetings  and  ccníultati- 
ons  with  the  dulce  of  Monrnouth  and  lord  Siiafiefbuiy, 
which  I  knew  nothing  o£,  and  began  to  come  lefs  to 
council,  and  to  meet  no  more  with  my  ulual  compan) , 
but  upon  occafion,  and  without  the  firft  confidence  *, 
but  we  ftill  continued  our  kindnefs  wherever  we  met, 
without  my  enquiring,  or  they  communicating,  vvhat 
paífed  in  their  new  conlultations. 

But  this  lafted  not  long  neither  :  for,  within  a  fort- 
night,  or  little  more,  they  began  to  find  the  dulce  of 
Monrnouth  and  lord  Shaftefbury  unreafonable,  and  like 
to  prevail  upon  the  houfe  of  commons  to  endeavour 
bringing  the  king  into  neceffities  of  yielding  all  points 
to  thern^  and  thereby  leaving  the  dulce  of  Monrnouth 
and  lord  Shaftefbury  abfclutely  at  the  head  of  all 
affairs  ;  fo  that  the  three  lords  began  to  malee  their 
complamts  of  it,  and  to  fall  upon  the  thoughts  of 
proroguing  the  parliament,  as  the  only  remedy  leít 
in  the  prefent  diftemper.  I  agreed  with  ^  them  in 
this  overture,  and  the  rather,  hecaufe  I  foreiaw  it 
would  abfolutely  bréale  the  three  lords  from  all  com* 
merce  with  the  dulce  of  Monrnouth  and  lord  Shafteí- 
jbury  :  and  fo  we  agreed  to  propofe  it  to  his  majeíty* 
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ana  that  it  íliould  be  debated  and  refolved  at  council  5 
where  the  chief  oñicers  depending  upon  the  king,  be- 
ing  one  hali  cf  the  council,  and  joining  with  others  of 
lis  that  were  of  his  more  indifferent  choice,  we  con- 
cluded  the  refolution  could  not  fail  to  be  taken  by  the 
rnajority  of  the  council ;  if  the  reafons  and  neceffity  of 
it  ihould  not  prevail  with  fome  of  thofe  who  leemed 
moft  in  my.  lord  Shafteíbury’s  confidence,  to  leave 
liim  upon  this  occaíion.  And  in  this  refolution  we 
parted,  and  appointed  to  meet  again  two  days  after 
]oí  che  fixing  it  with  his  majefty,  upon  my  engagino* 
ro  go  for  fo  long  down  into  the  <country,  where 

1  ítaid  my  two  days,  and  carne  up  the  third  morning 
early. 

Upon  my  arrivaf  I  found  my  lord  Sunderland  had 
called  or  fent  feveral  times  to  my  houfe  the  night  be- 
iOie,  and  leít  word  that  he  muid  needs  ípeakwith  me 
fo  foon  as  I  carne  to  tov/n.  I  fent  immediately  to 
Vvhitehall,  but  found  his  lordíhip  was  gone  already 
with  the  king  to  the  houfe  of  lords ;  wherenpon  I  went 
to  lord  Efiex,  who*  was  neareft  me,  and  afked  whether 
any  thing  new  had  happened.  He  told  me  that  the 
king  had  round  out,  there  were  remonftrances  ready 
prepared  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  inflame  the  city 
and  nation  upon  the  points  of  plot  and  popery  ;  and 
that  their  three  lordíhips  having  upon  it  confulted  with 
his  majefty,  he  had  refolved  the  parliament  ihould  be 
prorogued  that  morning  upon  the  king’s  coming  to 
the  houfe,  and  that  it  could  not  be  aliowed  time  or 
vent  by  a  debate  of  council;  which,  for  my  part,  í 
thought  an  ili  omiflion,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  the 
authority  of  the  king  with  advice  of  his  council,  accor- 
ding  to  the  ufual  forms  :  but  it  pafied  otherwife,  and 
with  very  great  refentment  of  both  houfes  ;  and  fuch 
rage  ot  my  lord  Shaftefbury,  that  hefaid  upon  it  aloud 
in  the  houfe,  that  he  would  have  the  heads  of  thofe 
who  were  the  adviiers  of  this  prorcgation» 

During 
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During  this  feffion  of  parliament,  I  liad  feveral  no- 
tices  given  me  of  a  praólice  iet  on  íoot  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  for  impeaching  me  as  one  that  had  been  an 
inftrument  of  making  the  general  peace  •,  and  this  was 
urged  by  ftories,  of  being  a  man  of  arbitrary  prin¬ 
cipies,  and  one  that  had  written  feveral  things, 
though  v/ithout  ñame,  againft  the  conílitution  of  par- 
liaments,  and  in  favour  ol  popery  ;  and  this  went 
fo  far,  that  *  Mr.  Mountague  went  a  great  way  rrorn. 
man  to  man  in  the  houfe,  to  know  whether,  it  fuch 
an  accufation  were  brought  in,  they  would  be  againft 
me.  Several  went  into  it  upon  hatred  to  the  late 
treafurer,  whofe  friend  they  took  me  to  be,  and  upon 
envy  at  my  being  defigned  for  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  but 
yetin  no  fuchnumbersthatMr.  Mountaguecould  hope 
to  make  any  thing  of  it  :  and  when  fome  01  my 
íriends  acquainted  me  with  it,  I  only  defired  them 
to  obtain  leave  of  the  houfe,  that  I  might  hear  my 
accufation  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  and  affured  them 
that  I  íhould  be  glad  ío  have  that  occafion  of  teii- 
ing  there  both  Mr.  Mountague’s  ftory  and  my  owaf 
This  fell  *,  but  upon  the  knowledge  of  thefe  prac- 
tices,  my  lord  Sunderíand,  and  Mr.  Sydney,  who 
though t  that  a  man,  who  had  lucha  part  in  theking’s 
aíFairs,  ought  to  ftand  as  well  as  he  could  with  the 
houfe  of  commons,  preíTed  me  to  íuffer  feveral 
fmall  things  I  had  formerly  written,  and  of  which 
copies  had  run,  to  be  then  printed,  as  they  were, 
under  the  title  of  Mifcellanea.  They  thought,  by 
that  pubíication  men  would  fee  I  was  not  a  man  of  the 
dangerous  principies  pretended ;  and  I  might  afíure 
the  world,  of  being  author  of  no  books  that  had  not 
my  ñame.  The  thing  feemed  to  país  well  enough  ; 
only  lord  Hallifax,  commending  them  to  me  in  ge¬ 
neral,  told  me  as  a  friend,  that  I  íhould  take  heed  of 

f  Afervvards  duke  of  Mountague,  f  Afterwards  earl  ofRumney. 
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carrying  too  far  that  principie  of  paternal  dominión 
(whicn  was  deduced  in  the  tila  y  Of  government ) 
tor  fear  or  ueftroying  the  rights  of  the  people.  So  ten¬ 
der  was  every  body  of  thofe  points  at  that  time. 

The  three  lords  and  1  went  on  unanimous  in  our  con- 
fultations  ;  coníidering  how  to  malee  way  for  a  calmer 
and  better-tempered  feffion  of  parliament,  after  the 
Ihort  prorogation  which  had  been  macie.  To  which 
purpole,  we  again  enceavoured  the  removal  of  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  or  at  leaít  the  admiííion  of  other 
nobles  of  Scotland  in  thofe  afFairs.  We  concluded 
the  meafures  with  Holland  in  ail  points,  to  the 
fatisfadion  of  their  a  m  babador ;  and  thought  of 
lbch  aíls  ol  cotincil,  as  might  exprefs  his  majef- 
ty’s  care  for  fuppreffing  popery  even  in  the  inter¬ 
vais  of  parliament.  We  only  difagreed  in  one 
pomt,  which  was  the  leaving  fome  priefts  to  the 
law  upon  the  accufation  of  being  priefts  only,  as 
the  houíe  of  commons  had  defired  •,  which  I  thought 
wholly  unjuft,  withcut  giving  them  publick  warn- 
ing  by  proclamation  to  be  gone,  or  exped  the  pe- 
nalcies  of  law  within  fuch  a  time;  fince  the  conni- 
vances  had  laíted  now  tbrough  three  kings  reigns : 
upon  this  point,  lord  Hallifax  and  I  had  °o  ibarp  a 
debate  at  lord  Sunderland’s  lodgings,  that  he  told 
me,  if  I  would  not  concur  in  points  which  were  fo 
neceuary  for  the  people’s  fatisfadion,  he  would  tell 
eyery  body  I  was  a  papift :  and  upon  his  affirming, 
that  the  plot  muft  be  handled  as  if  it  were  true, 
whether  it  were  fo  or  no,  in  thofe  points  that  were  fo 
generaily  believed  by  city  or  country  as  well  as  both 
houles ;  I  replied,  with  lome  heat,  That  the  plot  was 
a  matter  long  on  foot  before  I  carne  over  into  England ; 
that  to  underftand  it,  ene  muft  have  been  here  to  ob- 
ferve  all  the  motions  of  it  ;  which  not  having  done,  I 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it :  in  other  things  I 
was  content  to  join  with  them,  where  they  thought  I 
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jcould  be  of  ufe  to  the  king’s  fervice ;  and  where  they 
•thought  the  re  was  none,  I  was  very  willing  to  be  ex- 
cufed  ^  and  very  glad  to  leave  his  majeíty’s  aíraii  s  in 

ío  good  hands  as  theirs. 

Notwithftanding  fome  fuch  differences  between  me 
and  the  three  lords,  yet  wc  continued  oui  coniultati- 
ons  and  conñdence ;  and  twoofthem,  lord  Sunderland 
and  Hallifax,  preíTed  me  extrcmely  about  this  time 
to  come  into  the  fecretary’s  place.  Lord  Hallifax  par- 
ticularly  offering  to  bring  it  to  a  point  witn  ms  únele 
Coventry  upon  the  money  that  was  to  be  paid  *,  pre- 
tending  to  be  very  defirous  to  fee  me  pofted  theie  •,  and 
profeflfng  to  grow  weary  of  the  bufineís,  fmee  he 
could  find  no  temper  like  to  grow  in  the  next  le  ilion 
of  parliament  between  the  king  and  them.  For  fince 
the  laft  prorogation,  lord  Shafteíbury  had  been  bufy 
in  preparing  fuel  for  next  íeífion,  not  without  peipe- 
tual  appearance  of  ill  humour  at  council?  which  broke 
into  fpiteful  repartees  often  betwixt  him  and  lord  Hal¬ 
lifax.  And  on  t’other  nde,  the  dulce  of  Monmouth 
had  broken  all  meafures  with  lord  Effex,  with  whom 
he  had  been  long  in  the  laft  conñdence  :  fo  as  this 
grew  to  a  fpited  quarrel  between  thefe  four  *,  and 
though  commonly  fmothered  when  they  met,  yet  not 
without  fmoke  appearing  where  they  were  obferved. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs  the  rebellion  in  Scotland 
broke  out ;  upon  which  it  was  pleafant  to  obierve  the 
counterpaces  that  were  made.  The  king  was  for  iup- 
preffing  it  immediately,  by  forces  from  henee  to  be 
difpatched  and  joined  with  thoie  in  Scotland,  and  the 
dulce  of  Monmouth  to  go  and  command  them  all. 
Lord  Shafteíbury  fíixwed  plainly  at  council,  and  m 
other  places,  that  he  was  unwilling  this  rifing  íhould  be 
wholly  or  toofoon  fupprdffed,  orotherwife  than  by  his 
friends  in  Scotland,  who  might  be  thereby  introduced 
into  the  direftion  of  affairs  there,  with  the  removal 

of  the  dulce  of  Lauderdale  :  yet,  on  the  other  lide, 
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he  was  wiliing  to  fee  the  duke  of  Monmouth  grow 
great  by  fucn  a  conirnand  of  the  king’s  forces  both 
Engliíh  and  Scots  ;  and  agreed  with  that  duke,  to  put 
the  king  upon  another  projeíl  at  the  fame  time,  and 
to  the  lame  end,  which  was  (upon  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth’s.  carrying  fo  many  of  the  forces  hcre  into  Scot- 
land)  to  raife  a  troop  oí  two  hundred  gentlemen  for 
the  guard  and  fafety  of  the  king’s  perlón,  whereof  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  be  captain  ;  and  which  was  to 
be  compoícd  chiefiy  of  officers  who  were  out  of  em- 
ployment,  and  whofe  nierits  were  beft  known  to  the 
duke  of  Monmouth. 

On  t’other  fide,  lord  EíTex,  though  he  agreed  with 
íhe  king’s  Opinión,  to  have  the  Scots  iniurreétion 
luppreíTed  ;  yet  he  had  a  mind  it  íhould  be  done  by 
the  Scots,  to  prevent  the  duke  of  Monmouth’s  grow- 
ing  greater  than  he  yet  was  by  that  command ;  efpe- 
cialiy  if  it  íhould  be  follovved  with  fuccels.  And  though 
ne  would  not  oppoíe  his  majefty  in  his  refolution  of 
fending  the  dulce  of  Monmouth  upon  this  expedition  ; 
yet  he  did  very  openly  the  other  defign,  which  the 
kiiíg  himfelf  feemed  much  bent  upon,  as  well  as  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  to  raife  the  troop  of  two  hundred 
gentlemen.  The  other  two  lords  and  I  fell  in  with 
him  in  this  laít ;  though  lord  EíTex  was  moft  inítru- 
mental  in  breaking  it,  by  raiíing  invincible  diíficulties 
in  the  treafury,  where  he  was  at  the  head  :  fo  as,  uponr 
compoíition,  money  was  found  for  the  dukeof  Mon- 
mouth’s  marching  into  Scotland,  and  with  great  cafe 
to  him  in  his  períbnal  pretenfions  5  and  the  nevv  troop 
was  let  fall  upon  want  of  money. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  went  into  Scotland  ;  fue- 
ceeded ;  took  the  body  of  rebels  ;  fupprefled  abfo- 
íutely  the  rebellion  ;  ordered  the  puniíhment  of  lome  ; 
gave  parcion  to  the  reíl ;  returned  in  triumph  was 
received  with  great  applauíes  and  court  from  all  ; 
with  great  appearance  of  kindnefs  and  credit  by  the 
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Idncr.,  wh o  was  now  removed  to  Windíor,  and  the 
council  to  Hampton-Court,  where  the  duke  of  Mon- 
niouth  was  received. 

The  term  of  the  prorogation  of  parliament  drew 
near  expinng,  and  all  agreed  that  a  ieííion  could  not 
conveniently  begin  beíore  Oftober  :  and  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed  for  confidering  that  matter  at  council.  The 
duke  of  Monmouth  was  greater  than  ever :  lord 
Shafteíbury  reckoned  upon  being  fo  too,  upon  the  next 
meeting  of  parliament,  and  at  the  coít  of  thofe  whom 
he  took  to  be  the  authors  of  the  laft  prorogation:  lord 
Effex  and  Hallifax  looked  upon  themfelves  as  moft  in 
his  danger,  and  aimed  at  by  lord  Shaftefbury’s  threats, 
and  out°  of  all  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth. 
This  induced  a  confultation  amongus,  whether,  con- 
íi  de  ring  the  diílempers  or  the  prefent  pailiament,  tne 
beft  courfe  were  not  to  diflolve  it,  and  have  ^nother 
called  in  Oclober;  wherein  thethree lords  and  í  agreed; 
and  the  king  was  perfeótly  of  the  fame  mind,  confidei- 
in°r  with  what  diíiempcrs  that  parliament  boch  bv.gan 
antd  continued.  So  it  was  refolved,  that  the  king 
fhouíd  propofe,  at  next  council,  whether  it  were  beit 
to  prorogue  that  parliament,  or  diflolve  it,  and  at  the 
lame  time  cali  another  ,  and  that,  in  tne  mean  time , 
the  lord  chancellor,  and  the  other  chief  officers  de- 
pending  upon  the  king,  íhould  be  acquainted  with  his 
mind,  either  by  his  majeíty  or  the  three  loras.  Por, 
fmee  the  kin^s  going  to  Windfor,  I  continued  atSheen, 
and  only  went° to  Hampton-Court  on  council-days  ; 
though  the  three  lords  carne  often  to  nx,  and  pieiled 
me  as  often  to  come  as  they  did  to  court,  and  lord 
Hallifax  protefted  he  would  burn  my  houfe,  and  that, 
ifl  wouldnot  enter  upon  the  fecretary’s  office,  his 
únele  Coventry  would  look  out  íor  lome  other  chap- 
rnan  ;  for  as  loon  as  he  had  found  one,  he  was  re¬ 
folved  to  part  with  it.  I  told  him  I  was  very  willing, 

and  would  fpeak  to  the  king,  that  m$  mamet  íliould 
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not  be  fpoiled  upon  any  occafion.  Whether  his  lor* 
íliip  believed  me  or  no,  I  did  ib,  and  defired  his  ma- 
jeíty  to  think  of  fome  other  for  that  place  ;  for  rny  ill 
health  increafing  with  my  age,  made  me  find  myfelf 
unable  to  go  through  with  the  toils  of  that  office,  if 
executed  in  the  forms  and  with  the  attendance  it  re- 
ecl*  king  told  me,  he  could  not  confent  to 

_  that  ir  he  íhould,  he  knew  not  a  man  in  England 
fit  foi  it  bcfides  me,  ío  that  I  had  no  reaíon  to  take  it 
kindly  of  hira.  I  deíired  his  m2jefty  to  give  me  leave 
and  1  would  propofe  three  perfons,  of  which  I  would 
undertake  every  one  íhould  be  fitter  than  I.  The 
king  would  not  fo  much  as  hear  me  ñame  them  ;  but 
told  me,  it  was  a  point  he  had  been  fo  long  fixed  in, 
that  he  could  not  change  his  refolution. 

In  our  laft  meeting  we  had  calculated  how  tnany  at 
council  could,  in  any  probability,  oppofe  the  diffolving 
cr  the  preíent  parliament,  and  calling  another ;  and 
we  had  concluded,  there  could  not  be  above  fix  in  the 
whole  council  that  could  be  againfc  it  at  the  inoft ; 
which  we  thought  would  be  a  great  fupport  to  the 
kmg  s  íefolution,  againft  all  the  exclamations  we  ex- 
peded  from  lord  Shaftefbury  and  his  friends  •  and  at 
leafr,  that  it  would  be  faíe  againft  the  confequences 
which  were  ufually  deduced  from  the  forms  of  calling 
parliaments  always  by  advice  of  the  council,  that 
the  diffolving  of  them  ought  to  be  fo  too,  atleaft  when 
it  was  not  at  theirown  delire. 

i  he  councii-day  carne ;  and  when  I  carne  thither, 
and  founci  the  king  and  three  lords,  with  fome  others 
airead  y  there,  I  aíked  lord  Sunderland  and  Hallifax, 
whether  all  was  prepared,  and  lord  Chancellor  and 
other  chief  officers  had  been  fpoke  to  ?  They  faid, 
no,  it  had  been  forgotten  or  neglected ;  but  the  king 
would  do  it  to  eacn  of  them  apart  as  they  carne  that 
md  befo  re  the  council  began.  I  thought 


morning, 
it  ’ 


nard,  a  point  of  that  importante  íhould  be  neg- 
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leéted  fo  long ;  but  was  fain  to  content  myfelf  with 
what  they  told  me  would  be  done.  The  outward 
room,  where  the  king  was,  filled  apace  *,  every  one 
made  his  leg  to  his  majefty,  and  filled  the  circle  about 
him  as  they  carne  in  :  I  was  talking  apart,  in  a  córner 
of  the  room,  till  it  grew  late,  and  lord  Chancellor 
told  the  king  that  it  was  fo,  and  1  faw  the  king  turn 
from  the  Chancellor,  and  go  into  the  council-chamber : 
all  followed  the  council  fat  •,  the  king  propofed  his 
thoughts,  whether  it  was  befh  for  his  affairs  to  pro- 
rogue  this  parliament  till  Oftober,  or  to  diíTolve  it, 
and  cali  another  at  that  time ;  and  defired  their  lord- 
ílaips  opinions  upon  it. 

I  obferved  a  general  furprize  at  the  board  ;  which 
made  me  begin  to  doubt,  the  king  had  fpoke  of  it  to 
few  or  none  but  the  Chancellor  before  he  carne  in  : 
but  it  foon  appeared  he  had  not  fo  much  as  done  that 
neither  :  for,  after  a  long  paufe,  he  was  the  firft  that 
rofe  up,  and  fpoke  long  and  violently  againft  the  dildo- 
lution  ;  and  was  followed  by  lord  Shafteíbury  in  the 
ampleft  manner,  and  moft  tragical  terms ;  lord  Angle- 
fey  followed  them,  by  urging  all  the  fatal  confequences 
that  could  be  :  the  lame  ftyle  was  purfued  by  lord  -j- 
Chamberlain,  and  agrced  to  by  the  marquis  of  Wor- 
cefter ;  and  purfued  from  the  top  to  the  very  bottom 
of  the  table  by  every  man  there,  and  at  a  very  full 
council  •,  except  the  three  lords  who  fpoke  for  the  dif- 
folution,  but  neither  with  half  the  length  or  forcé  of 
argument  they  intended  to  have  done  •  leaving  that 
part,  as  I  fuppofed,  to  me,  who  was,  I  confefs,  well 
enough  inftrucled  in  the  cafe,  to  have  faid  more  upon 
that  argument  :  but  I  was  fpited  from  the  firft 
that  I  heard  of  my  lord  Chancellóos  fpeech,  and 
ftill  more  and  more  as  every  man  fpoke,  at  the  con- 
llquences  happened  by  fuch  a  negligcnce  of  my 
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friends,  who  had  been  perpetuálly  about  the  king,  and 
rnight  fo  eafily  have  effeóted  what  was  agreed  on,'  and 
thought  fo  neceffary,  1  was  the  laíl  but  one  to  fpeak, 
,and  iaw  argument  would  fignify  nothing,  after  fuch 
mequality  was  declared  in  number  ;  and  fo  contented 
myfelf  to  fay  in  íhort,  That  I  thought  it  was  every 
man  s  opinión,  that  a  happy  agreement  between  his 
majefty  and  parliament  was  of  neceffity  to  his  aífairs 
both  at  home  and  abroad  :  that  all  the  difference,  in 
a  continuanee  of  this,  or  aífembling  of  another  pariia- 
inent,  would  depend  only  upon  the  likelihood  of 
agreeing  better  and  eafier  with  one  than  with  t’other: 
ihat  iiis  majefty  had  ipoken  ío  much  ofhis  deípairing 
about  any  agreement  with  this  prefent  parliament^ 
and  the  hopes  he  had  of  doing  it  with  another,  that, 
íor  my  part,  I  thought  that  ought  to  decide  it ;  be¬ 
es  ufe  I  thought  his  majefty  could  better  judge  of  that 
point  than  any  body  elfe.  So  his  majefty  ordered  the 
chancellor  to  draw  up  a  proclamation  for  diífolving 
that  parliament,  and  calling  another  to  aífemble  in 
Oclober  following  :  and  thereupon  the  council  broke 
up,  with  the  greateft  rage  in  the  world  of  the  lord 
Shaítefbury,  lord  RuíTel,  and  two  or  three  more,  and 
the  general  difiatisfadion  of  the  whole  board. 

After  the  council  ended,  every  manys  head  began  to 
fiil  with  the  thoughts  of  the  new  eleólions,  and  feveral 
fpoke  to  the  king  upon  that  fubjeét.  I  had  refolv- 
ed  to  ftand  for  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge ;  and,  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  bemg  chancellor,  I  deíired  the 
king  to  fpeak  to  him,  to  write  to  fome  ofhis  friends 
in  my  favour  :  he  excufed  himfelf,  firft,  upon  engage- 
ments  •,  but  the  king  prefted  him  upon  mine,  as  a 
thing  of  importance  ;  and  that  he  could  not  be  other- 
wife  engaged  before  he  knew  of  the  parliament’s  be- 
ing  diífolvcd,  I  faid  a  good  deal  too  upon  it :  but 
do  what  the  king  could,  by  all  he  was  pleafed  to  fay 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  would  not  be  brought  further, 

than 
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than  to  fay,  he  would  not  meddle  in  it  one  way  ^or 
t’other  \  which  gave  me  the  firít  plain  and  open  teíti- 
mony  of  his  difpofuions  towards  me,  having  ever  re- 
ceived  before  all  outward  civihties,  diough  without 
my  vifits  or  attendances.  Yet,  I  think,  bis  grace 
kept  his  word  with  me  m  this  point  betiei  dun  c..- 
peóled  :  for  my  eledtion  in  the  univeifity  ptocce  w 
with  the  moflí  general  concurrence  thatcoulo  be 
and  without  any  diffieulties  í  could  obíerve  irom t  iat 
fide  ;  thofe  which  were  raifed  coming  from  tne  aiihop 
of  Ely  who  owned  the  oppofing  me  from  the  chap- 
ter  Of  religión  in  my  Objeruations  en  the  Netherlands , 
which  gave  him  an  opinión,  that  mine  was  for  iuch  a 
toleration  of  religión,  as  is  diere  deicribect  to  be  m 

Holland.  .  „  r 

The  council,  after  this  day,  was  put  oír  till  the 

king’s  return  to  Tondon,  accoroing  to  the  ule  of  that 
feaíon  *,  and  every  one  began  to  canvas  for  eleftioiis  in 
the  enfuing  parliament,  upon  which  all  his  majcity  •> 
affairs  feemed  to  depend.  The  king,  in  tne  mean 
time,  refolved  to  do  all  that  could  nelp  to  make  fair 
weather  there.  í  told  my  fnends  I  would  take  cate 
of  my  eleftion,  and  go  down  about  it  *,  but,  jer  the 
reft,  would  pafs  my  time  at  home  the  remainde*  oí 
the  fummer,  and  recommended  the  common  cares  to 
the  three  lords  ^  whofe  attendance,  I  knew,  would  not 
fail  at  court,  two  of  them  from  their  offices,  and  the 
*  third  from  his  humour-,  which  he  owned  always 
muflí  have  bufinefs  to  employ  it,  or  would  elfe  be  un- 

eafy.  .  i  r  ?  ^ 

The  fummer  was  declining,  but  the  dulce  of  Mon- 

mouth  in  his  greatefl:  heighth,  when  the  king  fell  fick 
at  Windfor,  and  with  three  iuch  fits  of  a  fever  as  gave 
m-uch  apprehenfion,  and  that  a  general  amazement  $ 
people  looking  upon  any  thing,  at  this  time,  that 
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fhould  happen  ill  to  the  king  as  an  end  of  the  world  1 
went  to  Windfor,  after  the  íecond  fit ;  and  having  feen 
his  majefty  obferved  more  ftrength  and  fewer  iil  íymp. 
toms  than  had  been  reported  ;  ñor  could  I  think  him 
in  danger,  without  accidents,  which  was  to  be  the  care 
or  his  phyíicians,  who  were  fome  of  them  wholly  of 
Hjy  mind.  I  found  and  leít  the  three  lords  very  di- 
Ijgent  at  ccuit,  in  attending  both  his  períon  and  af- 
faiis,  whkh  I  was  very  glad  of  \  and  fo  carne  home 
without  entering  further  into  any  difcourfes  with  them, 
tnan  oi  his  maje  ti  y ’s  ficknefs  j  which  was  then  the  ge¬ 
neral  difcourfe  and  care.  G 

About  three  or  four  days  having  received  aíTu- 
rajice  oí  the  king  s  certain  recovery,  by  being  free 
oí  any  returd  of  his  fever  fits,  1  went  up  to  London 
to  íoihcit  a  great  arrear  ot  my  embaffies  due  from  the 
treaíury.  í  he  commiíTioners  were  met  that  mornino1 
at  my  lord  EfTex’s  houfe,  whither  I  went  ftraight^ 
but,  by  tne  way,  heard  that  the  duke  was  that  night 
pafled  through  London,  and  rodé  poft  to  Windfor  5 
wivích  í  cionoted  not  his  highneis  had  been  induced 
to  by  the  reports  of  the  king’s  danger,  upon  the  news 
of  iús  ficknefs  ;  and  made  no  further  refleftion  upen 
ir,  than  that  of  the  great  iurprize,  and  martel  en  tete 
“uneafinefs]  that  would  be  given  lord  EíTex  and  Hal- 
lifax  by  this  rueden  arrival  of  the  duke,  to  whofe  in- 
terelt  they  had  run  io  counter,  and  with  fuch  heighths, 
foi  jcveral  years.  But  upon  their  late  feparating  ail 
meafures from  the  duke  of  Monmouthand  lord  Shaftef- 
bll57,  I  thought  I  had  field  enough  left  fo r  doing  them 
good  offices  to  the  duke,  when  1  fhould  feehim,  which 
1  refolved  the  next  day. 

When  I  carne  to  lord  EíTex ’s  houfe,  and  aíked  for 
the  commiííioners,  I  found  they  were  fat  fome  time, 
bui  that  lord  Eílex  had  newly  left  them  top’ether, 
ana  nas  gone  up  into  his  chamber,  whither  I  was  im- 
mediatdy  fent  for  j  his  fervants  went  cut  and  left  him 

booted, 
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booted,  and  ready  to  get  up  on  horfeback.  As  íocn 
as  we  were  alone,  he  aíked  me,  whether  I  had  not 
met  with  ftrange  news,  and  what  I  thought  of  it  ? 
I  faid,  it  did  not  feem  very  ftrange  that  the  dulce 
íhould  come,  if  he  thought  the  king  m  danger.  Lord 
EíTex  replied,  yet  ’twas  ftrange  he  íhould  come  with- 
out  leave  from  the  king  *,  and  that,  now  his  majefty 
was  well,  fure  he  would  not  think  of  ftaying  three 
days :  that  he  was  going  as  faft  as  he  could  to  Windfor, 
•to  fee  what  ali  this  buíinefs  was  ;  and  afked  me  if  I 
would  not  go  ^  whichl  excufed  for  that  day,  but  pro- 
mifed  the  next.  In  this  little  difcourfe,  I  obícrved  all 
along  a  fneering  fmile,  which  I  knew  not  what  to  make 
of ;  I  thought,  if  it  were  a  countenance,  it  was  better 
put  on  than  was  ufual  with  his  lordífrip  -5  and  that  he 
íhould  be  pieafed  with  it  at  heart,  I  could  not  well 
imagine,  knowing  how  things  had  paíTed  between  the 
duke  and  him. 

Next  day  I  went  to  Windfor-,  and  the  firft  maní  met 
was  lord  Hallifax  coming  down  from  court  on  foot, 
and  with  a  face  of  trouble-,  and  as  foon  as  he  faw  me, 
with  hands  lift  up  two  or  three  times ;  upon  which  I 
ftopt,  and  alightning,  aílced  what  was  the  matter he 
told  me,  I  knew  all  as  well  as  he ;  that  the  duke  was 
come  ;  that  every  body  was  amazed  ;  but  where  we 
were,  or  what  would  be  next,  no  body  knew  :  he  bid 
me  go  on  to  court  before  the  king  went  out ;  faid  he 
was  going  to  his  lodging,  to  íit  and  think  over  this 
new  world  :  but  defired  we  might  meet,  and  my  lord 
Sunderland,  after  dinner. 

I  went  to  the  king ;  and  after  him  to  the  duke, 
who  received  me  with  great  kindnefs,  and  prefently 
carried  me  into  a  little  inner  room,  and  aílced  me  fmi- 
ling  and  very  familiarly,  whether  I  did  not  wonder  to 
feehimhere  :  I  told  him,  notat  all,  if  he  had  thought  the 
king  in  danger  ;  for  in  that  cafe  his  highnefs  had  no- 
ihing  elfe  to  do  :  and  that  í  believed,  upon  the  firft 

L  1  2  new^ 


5 1 6  Mcmóirs  from  the  Peace  in  1 679, 

news  of  bis  majefty’s  illnefs,  he  would  come  as  near 
as  he  could,  either  to  Mewport  or  Calais,  and  there 
expedí  the  next  news ;  but  that,  his  majefty’s  ficknefs 
having  paíled  fo  foon,  I  confeíTed  I  had  not  thought 
of  his  coming  over.  We  talked  of  the  king’s  re- 
covery,  vvhat  ftay  his  highnefs  would  make,  which  he 
faid  fnould  be  as  the  king  pleafed,  for  he  would  obey 
him  in  every  thing. 

]  gave  the  duke  a  Hiort  account  of  affairs  here,  as 
they  liad  palfed  fince  the  conftitution  of  the  council ; 
of  the  milchiefs  had  been  occafioned  by  the  lord 
Shaítefbury’s  having  becn  brought  in  fomuch  againft 
rny  v/ill ;  of  his  meafures  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth ; 
oí  the  three  lords  having  abfolutely  broken  from  him  *, 
of  the  credit  they  were  growninto  with  the  king;  and 
ofmy  confidence,  they  would  never  fall  into  any  mea¬ 
fures  againft  his  highnefs  :  upon  which  chapter  I  faid 
a  great  deal  that  Í  thought  necefíary  to  make  lord 
EíTex  and  Hallifax’s  court,  which  I  v/as  very  glad 
to  fee  lo  well  received  by  the  duke  :  for,  as  to  lord 
Sunderland,  I  had  little  reafon  to  believe  he  neededit, 
having  ever  been  in  with  the  court  in  the  wholecourfe 
of  his  life.  For  myfelf,  I  only  faid  at  laft,  that,  be- 
caufe  I  did  not  know  what  our  prefent  diftempers 
might  end  in  if  the  next  parliament  fhould  prove 
of  the  lame  humour  with  the  two  laft,  ñor  what 
meafures  his  highnefs  would  fall  into  about  ftaying 
or  going  away  again  ;  I  would  only  fay,  that,  let  what- 
e,;er  would  befa!  the  king’s  affairs  or  his  highnels’s, 
he  might  always  reckon  upon  me  as  a  legal  man,  and 
one  that  would  always  foílow  the  crown  as  became 
me  *,  norcould  any  thing  make  the  leaftfcruple  in  this 
refolution,  unlefs  thiags  íhould  ever  grow  fo  defperate, 
as  to  brino;  in  foreigncrs,  which  (if  ever  it  íhould  be) 
would  be  a  new  cafe,  and  that  í  knew  not  what  to 
think  of.  Upon  this  the  duke  laid  his  hand  upon 
mine,  and  bid  me  keep  there,  and  faid,  that  he  would 

aík 
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aík  no  more  of  me  or  any  man  :  and  lo  I  parted  after 
a  fono-  and  very  gracious  audience,  and  carne  home 
that  night  having  miíTed  my  lord  Hallifax  and  TíTex 
in  the  afternoon  at  lord  Suuderland’s,  wherc  wc  had 
appointed  to  meet,  and  I  carne,  but  they  failed  •,  and 
lord  Sunderland  and  I  talked  deep  into  nothmg,  re- 
fervinc  ourfelves,  as  1  thought,  till  the  others  carne. 

I  ftaid  at  home,  making  the  refle&ions  I  could  not 
avoid  upon  the  carriage  of  my  friends  ;  till  within  a 
few  days  I  heard  the  news  of  the  dulce  oí  Monmouth  s 
diforace  •,  which  though  it  carne  by  lome  degrees,  yet 
they  were  lo  íudden  one  atter  another,  as  to  makc  it 
appear  a  loft  game  in  the  king’s  favour  and  reíolu- 
tions.  Though  nothing  could  feem  more  realonable 
than  that  which  it  ended  in,  that,  while  the  dulce  was 
abroad,  the  dulce  of  Monmouth  íhould  be  lo  too  ;  hav- 
ino-  made  his  pretenfions  fo  evident,  and  purfued 
them  fo  much  to  the  prejudice  or  the  king’s  affairs  •, 
however,  1  could  not  but  wonder,  uow  the  ou.ce  h..d 
been  able  in  fo  few  days,  or  rather  hours,  to  get  fo 
great  a  viftory.  1  went  within  a  day  or  tvvo  to  London, 
found  my  lord  Hallifax  in  phyfic,  but  faw  plainly  his 
diftemper  was  not  what  he  called  it  •,  his  head  looked 
very  full,  but  very  unquiet ;  and  when  we  were  ieít 
alone,  all  our  talk  was  by  fnatches-,  ficknefs,  ill  hu- 
mour,  hate  of  town  and  buñnefs,  ridiculoufnefs  oí 
human  life  ;  and  whenever  1  turned  any  thing  to  the 
prefent  affairs  after  our  ufual  manner,  nothing  but 
aftion  of  hands  or  eyes,  wonder,  and  ügns  cf  trouble, 
and  then  filence. 

I  carne  home,  and  fatisfied  enough  upon  what  terms 
I  was  with  my  friends,  though  I  lcnew  not  whence  it 
carne,  or  whither  it  went.  But  I  foon  found  out  the 
w lióle  fecret  •,  which  was,  that,  upon  the  king’s  firlt 
illnefs,  the  lords  Efíex  and  Hallifax,  being  about  him, 
thought  his  danger  great,  and  their  own  fo  too  •,  and 
that,Cif  any  thing  happened  to  the  king’s  life,  the 
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duke  of  Monmouth  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  na- 
tu>n,  ín  oppofinon  to  tiie  duke  upon  pretence  oí  pope- 
ry,  and  ín  conjunctionwith  lord  Shafteíbury,  who  had 
t  reatened  to  have  their  heads  upon  prorogation  of  the 
hn  parhament ;  which  threat  was  applied  by  lords 
Kiex  and  Hallhax  to  themíélves ;  reckoning  lo¡d  Sun- 
detiand  out  of  danger  by  his  relation  to  lord  Shaftef- 
oury,  and  the  fairterms  that  had  always  made  between 
tnem.  Tms  fnght  had  fo  aífected  thefe  lords,  that 
íwt  ftaying  to  fee  what  the  king’s  fecond  fit  would  be’ 
tney  piopofcd  to  the  king  the  fending  immediately  for 
the  duxe  ;  which  being  refolved,  and  the  difpatch 
mace  with  all  the  fecrecy  and  fpeed  imaginable,  the 
cu. ce  carne  over  ;  but  finding  the  king  recovered  it 
vvas  agreed  to  país  for  a  journey  wholly  of  his  own,  and 
that  ir  íhould  oe  received  by  his  majefty  and  the  three 
lords  with  all  íigns  of  furprize.  When  this  was  done, 
tney  round  the  duke  of  Monmouth  fo  enra^ed  at  this 
counfel,  as  well  as  lord  Shafteíbury,  that  they  faw  no 
way  but  to  ruin  them  both,  and  throw  them  quite  out 
o  the  king’s  affairs,  and  joining  themfelves  wholly 
witn  the  duke’s  intereíl ;  which  they  did  for  that  time, 
til!  they  had  brought  about  ail  his  highnefs  defired  for 
his  fecunty  againft  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shafteíbury ;  the  firft  going  over  into  Holland,  and  the 
otner  being  turned  out  of  the  council. 

.  „For  my  own  part,  though  I  was  giad  of  any  mor- 
tincationthathappened  to  the  dukeof  Monmouth  and 
o.d  ‘  ‘Ctefcuiy,  whol'e  defigns  had  run  the  kinndont 
inro  fuch  incurable  ciiviíionsand  diftradtions,  at  a  time 
tnat  our  unión  was  fo  neceíTary  to  the  affairs  of  Chrif- 
tendom  abroad  ;  yet  I  was  fpited  to  the  heart  at  thecar- 
nage  of  my  friends  towards  me  in  this  aífair ;  and  not 
¡°  nujchfor  their  taking  fuch  a  refolution  without  mv 
knowledge  and  concert  (which  they  never  had  done 
mee  our  ni<r  commerce)  as  for  keeping  me  ignorant 
a¿Cti  tile  ouke  s  coming over  j  and  fo  far,  as  to  Jet  me 
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make  fuch  a  figure  as  I  did,  i n  doing  all  the  good  of¬ 
fices,  and  making  all  the  court  I  could  to  the  duke, 
for  lords  EíTex  and  Hallifax,  as  I  told  them  I  would 
do }  while  they  were  both  in  the  depth  and  fccret  of 
his  interefts  and  couniels ;  and  I,  who  had  1  calón  to 
think  myfclf  well  with  his  highnefs,  was  left  wholly 
out  of  all  confidence  both  with  him  and  with  them. 
But  I  had  reafon  to  refent  it  yet  further,  when  1  lound 
that  fome  of  them,  perceiving  the  duke  much  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  conftitution  of  the  new  council,  had, 
to  make  their  own  court,  laid  the  vvhole  load  oí  it  lip¬ 
ón  me*,  whereas,  if  my  lord  Chancellor,  loid  Sun- 
derland,  and  lord  Efíex  had  not  fallen  into  it  with  tne 
greateft  applaufes  and  endeavours  in  the  world  to 
finiíh  the  draught  of  it,  the  thing  had  certainiy  died 
and  for  my  own  part,  after  i  could  not  hinder  my  lord 
Shafteíbury’s  beingbrought  in,  i  would  have  been  ver  y 


well  content  it  fnould. 

I  could  not  but  tell  my  lord  Sunderland  of  thefe  re- 
fentments  ;  and  that  I  round  myfelf  io  unfit  íxu  courts, 
that  I  was  refolved  to  pafs  the  reft  of  my  lite  in  my 
owndomeftique,without  troubling  myfelf  further  about 
any  public  affairs,  than  not  to  appear  fullen  in  not 
coming  fometimes  to  general  councils  ;  and  that  lord 
EíTex  and  Hallifax’s  carriage  to  me  had  been  fuch,  af¬ 
ter  having  been  the  two  rnen  of  England  I  had  it  in 
my  power  and  my  fortunes  moft  to  oolige,  that  1 
would  never  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  them. 
This  I  faid  only  to  oneperfon  more ;  and  how  it  carne 
to  beknown  by  two  their  lordfnips,  I  cannot  tell  •,  but 
there  all  commerce  between  us  ended,  further  than 
what  was  common  when  we  met  at  council,  or  m  third 
places  ;  though  lord  Hallifax  carne  to  an  eclaircifie- 
mentwith  methefpring  after,  which  ended  verywell, 
and  I  did  him  the  fervice  I  could  upon  occafion  in  the 
late  houfe,  as  well  as  in  council,  upon  their  heats 


againft  him. 
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1  pafied  the  reft  of  the  fummer  at  home,  and  1  efe 
thc  three  lords  in  the  cbief  miniftry  and  fole  con- 
fidence,  as  outwardly  appeared,  both  with  the  king 
and  duke :  and  lord  EíTex  tokl  my  brother  Sm  John 
Temple,  who  was  then  here,  that  he  had  more  credit 
with  the  king  than  all  the  reft  of  the  minifters,  or 
any  man  in  England  :  but  the  refined  courtiers,  who 
obferve  countenances  and  motions,  had  no  opinión  of 
it  :  and,  íoon  after,  lord  EíTex  and  Hajlifax,  upon 
the  prívate  examination  of  an  intrigue  í  could  never 
malte  any  thing  oí,  ñor  thought  worth  my  enquiry, 
which  was  commonly  called  the  meal-tub  píot,  took 
fuch  a  diftafte  at  finding  themfelves  mentioned  in  it, 
and  yet  leít  out  of  the  fecret  examinations  about  it, 
that  the  duke  was  no  fooner  gone,  but  their  diícon- 
tents  grew  open  againft  the  court ;  my  lord  EíTex 
left  the  treafury  ;  lord  Uallifax,  in  difeourfe  to  me, 
commended  him  for  it,  and  told  me  his  refolution  to 
go  down  into  the  country ;  and  though  he  could  not 
plant  melons  as  I  did,  being  in  the  North,  yet  he  would 
plant  carrots  and  cucumbers,  rather  than  trouble  him- 
felf  any  more  about  public  a  airs  ;  and  accordingly  he 
went  down  to  Rufford.  To  their  nearer  friends  I  heard 
they  complained,  that  they  found  they  had  no  íbund 
part  in  the  king’s  confidence  or  the  duke5s,  that  they 
were  but  other  mens  dupes,  and  did  other  mens 
work;  and  that,  finding  no  meafures  would  be  taken 
for  fatisfying  and  uniting  the  kingdom,  they  would 
have  no  more  part  in  public  affairs. 

Upon  lord  Eftex5s  leaving  the  treafury,  Mr.  *  Hyde 
carne  of  courfe  to  be  firft  commiíiioner ;  and  he  and 
Mr.  Godolphin  were  brought  into  the  council ;  where 
I  met  them  the  next  time  I  carne,  and  welcomed  thern, 
as  two  perfons  that  had  always  been  my  friends,  and 
agreed  with  me  in  all  my  opinions  and  meaíures  about 


*  Afterwards  earl  oíRochcílcr.  f  Afterwards  earlof  Godolphin, 
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affairs  abroad,  wherein  only  we  had  been  converfant  in 
our  commerce,  eirher  atNimeguen,  the  Bague,  or  at 
home.  Thefe  two  jomed  in  confidence  with  lord  Sun- 
derland  •,  and  the  other  two  lords  being  in  diicontent 
or  abfent,  and  1  keeping  at  home  both  upon  my  refo- 
lution  and  inclination  •,  thefe  three  were  efteemed  to 
be  alone  in  the  iecret  and  management  of  the  king’s 
affairs,  and  looked  upon  as  the  miniftry. 

Oítober  carne  on,  wherein  the  parliamentwas  to  meet. 
The  duke  was  in  Flanders :  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
in  Holland  :  lord  Shafteíbury  endeavoured  to  inflame 
the  reckoning  of  the  late  conduéf  and  counfels  againft 
the  fitting  of  the  parliament,  and  to  fet  afoot  petitions 
in  cale  they  did  not  fit :  the  minifters  were  not  able 
to  ítand  the  opening  of  the  parliament  •,  and  lo  a 
fhort  prorogat.on  was  expedted  lome  days  before  that 
appointed  for  their  aífembly.  1  had  not  been  at  court 
or  council  in  a  month  or  íix  weeks  •,  when,  being 
recovered  of  a  ñt  of  the  gout,  I  carne  to  town,  and 
went  to  lord  Sunderland,  talked  to  him  of  my  feveral 
arrears  in  the  treafury,  defired  his  help,  which  he 
promii'ed  with  great  kindnefs,  and  went  with  me  to 
the  king,  where  we  propoíed  and  agreed  the  way  of 
my  fatisfadlion.  The  king  feemed  very  kind  to  me, 
but  neither  one  or  t’other  of  them  faid  a  word  to  me 
of  any  public  bufinefs.  From  the  king’s  chamber 
we  went  to  the  council,  where  I  expecLcd  nothing  but 
fuch  common  things  as  1  knew  had  paflfed,  for  a  good 
while  before ;  and  lo  all  paífed,  till  I  thought  the 
council  was  ending,  when  the  king  after  a  little  paule 
told  us,  that  upon  many  confiderations,  which  he  could 
not  at  prefent  acquaint  us  with,  he  found  it  necefiary 
to  make  alonger  prorogation  than  he  had  intended  of 
the  parliament :  that  he  had  confidered  all  the  confe- 
auences,  fo  far  as  to  be  abfolutely  refolved,  and  not  to 
hear  any  thing  that  fhould  be  faid  againft  it  :  that  he 
would  have  it° prorogued  tiil  that  time  twelvemonth 
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and  charged  my  lord  Chancellor  to  proceed  accord- 

ingiy. 

.  Aii  ^  c°uncil  w^re  ftunned  at  this  furprifine  refolu- 
íion,  and  the  way  of  propofing  it,  cxcept  thofe  few  that 
were  in  the  fecret,  and  they  thought  fit  to  be  filent 
and  leave  the  thing  wholly  upon  his  majefty  :  feveral 
others  role  up,  and  would  have  entered  into  the  rea- 
fonings  and  confequences  of  it,  but  the  kino-  would 
not  hear  them,  and  fo  all  debate  ended?  After 
vvnich  rofe  and  told  the  king,  That  as  to  the  refo- 
iuuon  he  had  taken,  I  would  fay  nothing,  becaufe  he 
v  as  reio.ved  to  hear  no  reafoning  upon  it ;  therefore 
1  would  only  prefume  to  offer  him  my  humble  advice 
as  to  the  courie  of  his  future  proceedings ;  which  was, 
that  his  majefty  in  his  aífairs  would  pleafe  to  make 
vae  oí  fome  council  or  other,  and  aílow  freedom  to 
their  debates  and  advices  after  hearing  which,  his 
majefty  might  yet  refolve  as  he  pleafed?  that  if  he 
d;d  not  think  the  perfons  or  number  of  this  prefent 

p?íPn.c^  with  his  aftairs,  it  was  in  his  power  to 

ifíolve  them,  and  conftitute  another  of  twenty,  of 
ten,  or  oí  ftve,  or  any  number  he  pleafed,  and  to 
aiter  them  again  when  he  would  •,  but  to  make  coun- 
íelloi  s  tnat  íhould  not  couníel,  I  doubted  whether  it 
were  in  his  majefty’s  power  or  no,  becaufe  it  implied 
a  con  tradición  ;  and,  fo  far  as  I  had  obferved  either 
of  foimer  ages  or  the  prefent,  I  queftioned  whether  it 
was  a  thing  had  been  praftiíed  in  England  by  his 
majefty  s  predeceílors,  or  were  fo  now  by  any  of  the 
prelent  princesoí  Chriftendom  :  and  therefore! humbly 
advifed  him  to  conftitute  fome  fuch  council,  as  he 
would  think  fit  to  make  ufe  oí  in  the  digeftion  of 
his  great  and  public  aífairs. 

His  majefty  heard  me  very  graciouíly,  and  feemed 
not  at  all  diípleafed  v/¡th  any  thmg  I  had  faid  ;  ñor 
any  other  perlón  oí  the  lords  oí  the  council,  but  moft 
very  much  to  approve  it :  yet,  after  the  council  was 

up. 


to  the  Authors  Retir  ement.  523 

np,  my  lord  Sunderland  carne  to  me,  told  me,  he  was 
never  ib  furprifed  as  at  what  I  had  faid,  and  expefted 
i t  fooner  from  any  man  in  England  than  me  :  that 
whatever  refolutions  had  been  taken  about  my  buíi- 
nefs  in  the  treafury,  he  was  fure  nothing  fhould  be 
done.  I  replied,  that,  if  he  liked  not  what  I  faid,  he 
fhould  have  prevented  it,  by  telling  me,  before  I 
carne  to  council,  what  was  intended  to  be  done  ;  whicli 
if  I  had  known,  I  would  not  have  been  there,  no 
more  than  I  had  been  fo  long  before  :  and  that,  it 
my  debt  would  not  be  paid,  I  muft  live  the  beft  I 
could  without  it. 

Not  long  before,  the  prince  of  Orange  writ  me  word, 
how  much  be  found  the  dulce  unfatisfied  with  me, 
upon  the  belief  that  it  was  I  had  given  the  prince 
thofe  impreffions  and  fentiments  which  he  had  upon 
the  comrnon  affairs  of  Chriífendom  ;  whereas,  he  could 
fay  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  he  had  given  me 
mine,  and  fhould  never  change  his  own  til!  he  were 
convinced  d’avoir  tort  [of  being  in  the  wrong:] 
however,  that  he  thought  fit  out  ot  friendíhip  to  me, 
to  give  me  this  advice. 

o 

I  was  now  in  a  pofture  to  be  admirably  pleafed  with 
havingnopart  in  public  affairs :  The  dulce  unfatisfied 
with  me  of  late ;  the  dulce  of  Monmouth  and  lord 
Shafteíbury  from  the  very  firft  ;  lord  Eífex  andHallifax 
out  of  all  commerce  with  me  upon  what  had  paífed ; 
great  civility  from  the  other  minifters,  but  no  commu- 
nication  ;  and  the  king  himfelf,  though  very  gracious, 
yet  very  referved.  Upon  all  this,  and  the  melancholy 
profpecl  of  our  diftraófions  at  home,  and  thereupon 
the  difaílers  threatening  abroad  :  butchiefly  upon  my 
own  native  humour,  born  for  a  prívate  life,  and  par¬ 
ticular  converfation  or  general  leifure  ;  I  refolved  to 
give  over  all  part  in  public  affairs,  and  carne  no  more 
either  to  court  or  council  in  a  month’s  time,  which  I 
fpent  chiefly  in  the  country. 
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In  this  time  the  lord  Ruffel,  lord  *  Cavendiíh,  Sír 
ti.  Capel,  and  Mr,  Powie,  diftafted  at  the  late  prorofa- 
tion,  as  well  as  at  the  manner  of  it,  and  pretendiólo 
delpair  oí  being  able  to  ferve  the  king  any  longer,  tn  a 
condudt  of  affairs  fo  difagreeable  to  the  general  humour 
of  the  people  ;  went  to  the  king  together,  and  defired 
his  majefty  to  excufe  their  attendance  any  more  upon 
him  at  council,  which  the  king  very  eaíily  confented  to. 
Lord  Salifbury,  lord  EíTex,  and  lord  Hallifax  feemed 
to  have  taken  the  fame  reíolution,  though  not  in  fo 
much  form.  Upon  which  I  thought  it  might  be  agreat 
prejudice  to  ¡lis  majefty’s  affairs,  to  be  left  by  fo  many 
at  once  :  and  that,  if  I  wholly  gave  over  at  the  fame 
time,  it  would  look  like  entering.  into  a  faólion  with 
perfons  vvho  were  only  difpleafed  with  the  prefent  fcene 
upon  hopes  of  entering  foon  upon  another,  which  was 
no  part  of  my  thoughts  or  defigns.  Therefore  I  re- 
folved  to  go  again  to  council,  to  fhew  I  had  not  herd- 
ed  with  thofe  that  had  left  it  •,  and  that  my  leaving  it 
too  might  not  occafion  fome  mens  greater  diftaftes  at 
the  government. 

In  the  intermiífion  I  had  made,  my  wife,  continu- 
ing  her  commerce  with  my  lady  Sunderland,  had  met 
my  lord  there  •  who,  taking  nonotice  of  what  had  paf- 
fed  between  us,  alked  her  how  í  had  proceeded  in  my 
bufinefs  of  the  treafury,  and  whether  I  needed  his  help, 
which  heoffered  with  greatfriendlinefs  ifl  had  occafion. 
’VVhen  I  carne  up  to  town,  and  went  the  firft  time  to 
council  ;  after  it  w'as  done,  1  went  to  lord  Sunderland, 
told  him  what  regards  towards  his  majefty  had  made 
me  come  up,  and  gave  him  thanks  for  his  offers  to  my 
wife  :  I  found  him  returned  to  his  firft  temper  towards 
me;  entered  into  common  affairs,  but  always  with  pro- 
feffions  of  my  refolutions  to  retire,  and  my  thoughts  of 
ajourney  into  lraly,  which  I  had  long  promiled  the 
great  duke,  I  lived  on  with  my  lord  Sunderland  in 


*  Aftcnvards  dake  of  Devoníliire; 


all 


to  the  Authors  Retir ement.  525 

all  kindnefs,  though  not  confidcnce,  which  was  now 
wholly  between  him,  and  Mr.  Hide,  and  Mr.  Godo  - 
phin.  I  made  ufe  of  his  ofFers,  and  by  his.  Help  carne 
to  an  iíTue  in  the  moft  difficult  point  of  my  bufinefs 
in  the  treafury. 

The  fecond  time  I  was  at  council,  after  my  retura 
from  Sheen,  my  lord  Sunderland  told  me  lie  was  to  fay 
fomething  to  me  from  the  king,  and  defired  we  mighc 
meet  after  council  was  up.  1  went  to  his  lodgings  , 
where  he  told  me  that  Mr.  fecretary  Coventry  being 
abfolutely  refolved  to  part  with  his  place,  and  the  king, 
havino-  found  I  had  long  declined  it,  had  now  thoughts 
of  confenting  toSir  Lionel  Jenkin’s  coming  intoit  upon 
a  bargain  with  the  fecretary  •,  but  that  the  king  would 
do  nothing  in  it  without  firft  letting  me  know  his 
thoughts  •,  and  aíked  whether  I  had  any  thing  to  fay 
uporT  it.  I  made  no  ílop  in  the  world,  but  told  his 
lordfhip  that  the  king  could  do  nothing  íor  me  that  I 
would  take  kinder  than  this  y  that  I  had  icv^ial  times 
preífed  his  majefty  to  a  new  choice,  and  once  offered 
to  ñame  fome  to  him  that  I  knew  were  fit  íoi  it  •,  that  I 
had  refolved  againftit  fo  long,  that  his  majefty  had  no 
reafon  to  remember  any  oí  liis  engagements  to  me, 
how  voluntary  foever ;  but,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  do 
it,  was  the  moft  obliging  in  the  world  ;  and  1  was 
refolved  immediately  to  go  and  rnake  him  my  ac- 
knowledgments.  I  didfo-,  they  were  extremely  well 
taken,  the  king  ufecl  me  with  great  kindnefs  j  and  bir 

Lionel  Jenkins  carne  into  the  office. 

I  paífed  the  winter  in  town,  though  with  rnuch 
indifpofition  *,  goingfometimes  to  the  council,  and  fome- 
times  to  the  foreign  committee,  but  not  frequently  to 
either,  and  meddling  very  little  with  any  thing  that 
paífed  there  unlefs  it  was  what  concerned  the  afíairs  oí 
Ireland,  which  happened  to  be  then  hot  upon  the  anvil ; 
the  dulce  of  Ormond  and  council  ol  that  kingdom 

having  tranfmitted  feveral  a£ls  over  to  the  council 
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mU0? gM  andfupplies,  in  order  to  a  pariiament 
to  be  held  in  Ireland.  This  brought  lord  EíTex  again 

into  play  after  fo  much  difeontent  and  fo  little  at- 
tenuance  for  feveral  months  at  council :  but  his  eye 
and  heart  had  ever  been  bent  upon  his  return  to  che 
government  of  Ireland  ;  which  rnade  him  íteer  all  by 
that  compafs,  and  purfue  court  or  popular  humour,  as 
he  thought  either  likeiieíl to  further  that  end.  When- 
ever  the  Iriíh  ads  carne  into  council,  he  was  fure  to  be 
there  ;  firft  raifing  twenty  difficulties  in  the  particu¬ 
lar  acts,  and  arrainging  not  only  the  prudence,  but 
common  fen.e,  of  the  lord-lieutenant  and  council 
there:  then  arguing  againft  the  affembling  a  pariiament 
in  that  kingdom  ;  and  at  laft  introducing  Sir  James 
bheen  to  make  propofals  of  increafing  the  kinc’s  re- 
venue  there  near  eighty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  upon  a 
new  farm  tohimlelfand  the  company  he  oíFered  tobe 
joined  with  him  :  a  farm  indeed,  as  it  was  drawn  up, 
not  of  the  revenue,  but  of  the  crown  of  Ireland. 

This  feheme  was  ever  fupported  by  lord  Effex  •  and 
ever  oppofed  by  me  with  more  íharpnefs  than  was 
uíual  to  me  upon  any  debates  ;  becaufe  I  had  found 
out  the  cheat  of  the  whole  thing,  which  lord  EíTex  had 
et  on  foot  as  a  gieat  mafter-piece  of  that  cunnino-, 
which  his  friends  ufed  to  fay  was  his  talent,  and  was  one 
íor  which  of  all  otner  talents  I  had  ever  the  greatefb 
averfion.  l’he  fhort  of  this  ftory  was,  lord  Effex  had 
a  mind  to  be  heutenant  of  ireland,  and  to  hinder  any 
pailiament  being  cailed  till  he  carne  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  _  He  faw  himfelf  out  at  court ;  and  the  hopes 
of  getting  in  by  his  intereft  in  pariiament,  now  delayed 
by  the  prorogation  longer  thín  he  could  ftay  :  he  pro- 
je<-^s  farm  with  Sir  James  Sheen,  and  by  him 
ouers  it  to  Mr.  Hyde,  with  the  advantages  mentioned 
to  the  king’s  revenue;  but  agrees  with  sfr  James,  that, 
if  the  bait  were  fwallowed,  he  íliould,  upon  the  con- 
cluíion  of  all,  declare  that  he  and  his  company  were 
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ready  to  perform  all  the  conditionsagreedon;  but could 
not  do  it  unlefs  my  lord  EíTex  might  be  fent  over 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  without  which  the  conditionof 
that  kingdom  could  never  be  fettled  enough  for  fuch 
advantages  to  the  king’s  fervice  and  revenue. 

This  I  knew  under  fecrecy  from  a  confident  of  Sir 
James  Sheen,  who  had  told  himfelf  this  whole  projedt, 
and  the  paces  intended. 

Mr.  Hyde,  who  was  at  the  head  of  all  matters  con- 
cerning  the  King’s  revenue,  had  received  this  new  pro- 
pofal,  and  embraced  it  very  warmly ;  whether  prevailed 
upon  by  the  fpecious  íhew  of  fo  great  increafes  in  the 
revenue,  or  by  fome  new  meafures  growing  between 
him  and  lord  ElTex  in  other  affairs,  I  never  could  de¬ 
termine  ;  but  fuch  a  patronage  at  council  gave  ftrength 
to  the  debates,  being  little  oppofed  but  by  Sir  Lionel 
Jenkins  and  me,  who  laid  the  matter  fo  haré,  that  it 
drew  out  into  length  that  whole  fpring;  and  the  king 
joined  wholly  with  me  in  the  opinión  of  the  thing,  and 
fo  far,  that  when  it  was  come  to  council  or  committee, 
his  majefty  fent  particularly  to  me  to  be  there. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  agitations,  the  duke  carne  over 
out  of  Flanders,  and  refolution  was  taken  for  his  go- 
ing  into  Scotland.  I  was  extremely  concerned  for  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  who  had  fallen  into  danger  of  the 
confequences  threatened  by  thefe  intrigues  and  purfuits 
after  the  moflí  fenfible  blow  that  could  be  given  him, 
by  the  death  of  his  *  fon  *,  and  was  both  of  an  age 
and  merits  to  expedí  no  more  reverfcs  of  fortune,  after 
fo  many  as  he  had  run  through  in  the  courfe  of  his 
loyalty.  I  faw  Mr.  Elydc  violently  bent  upon  Sir  James 
Sheen’s  imaginary  projedl,  and,  I  doubted,  with  fome 
pique  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  partiality  to  lord 
EíTex.  The  king  feemed  to  grow  weary  of  fo  much 
purfuit  j  and  lord  Sunderland  was  indiíTerent  in  the 
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thing  .  Ib  that  I  leioived  to  try  if  !  could  not engace 
the  duke  to  íupport  the  duke  of  Ormond;  and  the 
fecond  time  I  was  with  his  highnefs,  after  his  comino* 
to  court,  I  fell  into  this  whole  bufinefs  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  it,  and  laid  open  the  fecret  of  the  thino-, 
The  duke  feemed  very  favourable  to  lord  Effex,  and 
more  indifferent  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  than  I  expel¬ 
ed  ;  which  made  me  fall  very  freely  into  the  charader 
ofthem  both,  which  the  duke  feemed  at  laft  to  allow 
with  the  diftindion  they  deferved,  and  profeífed  to  de- 
fire  the  duke  of  Orraond  fhould  be  continued  ;  tho9,  if 
he  were  removed  at  any  time,  he  ftül  feemed  to  think 
lord  EíTex  the  fitteíl  to  fucceed  him.  But  I  found, 
íome  days  after,  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  that  his  high- 
nefs  had  been  very  glad  to  find  me  fo  fixed  in  that 
bufinefs  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, -  and  that  he  would 
give  him  what  Iupport  he  could. 

Upon  the  motions  of  this  afrair,  I  grew  into  more 
attendance  upon  his  majefty,  and  more  commerce  both 
with  lord  Sunderland  and  Mr.  Hyde ;  with  whom  I 
alvvays  lived  very  well,  though  we  clihered  fo  much 
in  opinión  upon  this  Irith  bufinefs.  But  continuing 
ílill  my  relolutions  of  winding  myfelf  out  of  all  public 
bufinefs  ;  and  to  that  end  talking  often  to  them  of  my 
defign  to  make  a  journey  to  Florence,  both  upon  occa- 
fion  of  my  health  and  promiíe  ;  they  both  propofed  to 
me,  if  I  had  a  mind  to  go  into  a  hot  country,  to  go 
into  Spain,  and  do  it  with  a  charaóler  from  the  king, 
whowaslikely  to  have  aífairs  there  ^  rather  than  make 
a  journey  likeyoung  gentlemen,  only  to  fee  the  coun¬ 
try,  I  told  them  how  unwillingl  was  to  charge  myfelf 
again  with  the  ceremonies  and  fatigue  of  an  embaíTy  ; 
or  to  run  again  the  hazard  I  had  donefo  often  already, 
of  being  undone  by  thofe  employments  :  that,  if  I 
could  refelve  onit,  1  did  not  lee  what  aífairs  the  kinor 
could  have  in  Spain,  whilft  he  had  fuch  as  he 
feemed  to  have  at  prefent  in  Engíand  \  ñor  could  I  fee 
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’What  ufe  any  Jeagues  or  meaíures  abroad  could  be  to 
him,  unlefs  lome  unión  at  home  wouíd  enabie  him  to 
íupport  them.  This  converfation,  however,  was  of- 
ten  renevved  between  us;  and  at  laft,  I  found  out, 
that  to  prepare  for  a  góod  feíTion  of  parlíament  next 
winter,  the  miniílers  were  refolved  upon  all  meaíures 
that  might  conduce  towards  it  during  the  íummer  ; 
and,  as  one  of  the  chief,  were  refolved  to  fend  minif- 
ters  to  Spain,  Denmark,  and  otherof  the  confederates, 
and  enter  with  them  into  the  ítri£teft  meafures  for  the 
common  defence  againft  the  pówer  of  France. 

1  I  found  the  miniíters  were  mighty  earneíí  to  engage 
me  in  this  embaífy,  as  believing  my  charging  myfelf 
with  it  would  give  a  general  opinión,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  oí  our  fmcerity  in  the  thing.  The  king 
fpoke  to  me,  and  feemed  very  defirous  of  my  under- 
taking  it.  I  defended  myfelf  a  good  while,  having 
indeed  no  opinión  the  thing  had  a  good  root,  or  that 
the  appearance  of  it  would  have  the  effcct  hoped  for, 
upon  the  next  meeting  of  parliament :  but  at  laít 
I  brought  it  to  this  point,  that  I  would  not  charge 
myfelf  with  going  to  make  the  intended  alliance 
in  Spain  •  but,  if  the  king  íhould  think  fit  to  con¬ 
dude  it  here  with  the  Spanifn  ambaflador  upon  terms 
of  mutual  fatisfaftion,  í  would  be  contení  to  o-o  and 

...  D 

cultívate  it  in  Spain.  This  was  done  by  the  minif- 
ters  ;  the  king  declared  me  his  ambaflador  extraordi- 
nary  at  Madrid ;  í  pafled  my  privy-feal,  received 
my  equipage,  and  fpent  the  latter  cnd  of  the  fum- 
mer  in  the  preparations  for  myjourney,  which  were 
in  a  manner  finiíhed  about  the  rniddle  ofSeptember; 
when  the  king  told  me,  that  fin  ce  the  parliament 
drew  fo  near,  and  fo  much  depended  upon  it  of 
all  that  concerned  him  either  abroad  or  at  home, 
he  was  refolved  to  have  me  fíay  at  leaíl  the  open- 
ing  of  it,  by  which  ve  íhould  judge  of  the  fur- 
ther  progrefsi  -  '  ‘  ' 
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Froni  what  feeds  the  difcontents  and  violent  pro» 
ceedings  of  this  laft  feffion  grew,  I  have  told  alreadyv 
but  by  what  motions  and  degrees  they  carne  to  iuch  a 
neig  n  is  an°ther  ftory,  and  may  have  had  fome  roots 
wnich  I  did  not  difcover;  but  what  I  obferved  was 
this.  After  the  duke’s  return  into  Flanders  he  had 

k'nS’s  lef/e  to  come  over  again  in  fome’months. 
l  he  duke  of  Monmouth  carne  back  out  of  Holland 
without  leave,  and  fo  carne  not  to  court ;  and  thereby 
feemed  to  make  himfelf  the  head  of  thofe  that  were 
dilcontented,  eithes  with  the  duke’s  return,  or  the  in- 
termiffion  of  parliament.  In  ading  this  part  he  was 
guicied  by  lord  Shaftefbury,  who  relolved  to  blow  up- 
the  fire  as  high  as  he  could  this  fummer ;  fo  as  tomake 
the  neceffity  the  greater  of  the  parliament  fittino-  at  the 
time  appointed.  And,  becaufe  boldnefs  looks  like 
ftrength,  to  encourage  his  party  with  an  opinión  of 
both,  he  engaged  feveral  lords,  and  among  them  lord 

RulTel,  togowith  him  to  Weftminfter-Hallpublickly, 
and  there,  at  the  king’s  bench,  to  prefent  the  duke  as  a 
recufant.  Though  the  matter  had  no  confequences  in 
the  forms  of  the  court;  yet  it  had  a  general  one  upon 
the  muids  of  the  people,  and  a  ftrong  one  upon  the  paf- 
fions  of  all  thofe  perfons  that  were  ío  publicldy  enaao-- 
ed  in  this  bold  pace  againft  tne  duke,  which  was  break- 
ing  all  meafures  with  him,  and  entering  jnto  the  def- 
perate  reíolution  of  either  ruining  hishighnefs  or  them- 
fel  ves :  and  I  found  it  had  a  great  effeft  upon  the  fmail 
circle  of  my  acquaintance  or  obfervation. 

Lord  Eiíex,  who  had  purfued  his  return  to  the  go- 
vernment  of  Ireland  by  engines  at  court  for  fix  months 
paft,  began  to  let  all  that  bufinefs  of  Sir  James  Sheen 
cqol,  and  to  reckon  upon  laying  a  furer  foundation  for 
that  defign,  from  the  credit  he  intended  to  gain  in 
the  approaching  parliament.  Upon  this  he  began  to 
fall  into  new  commerce  with  lord  Shafteíbur>g  who 
told  him  in  thefe  Ihamelefs  words,  “  My  brd,  if 
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%i  you  will  come  in  to  us,  never  trouble  yourfelf,  v/e’ll 
4C  malee  you  lieutenant  of  Ireland.”  The  way  to  this 
return  was  to  oppofe  the  duke’s  ítay  here  upon  the  fe- 
veral  pafiages  he  made,  but  chiefly  upon  that  before 
the  íeffion  of  parliament.  Lord  Halliíax,  though  he 
fell  not  in  with  lord  Shaftefbury,  yet  wasglad  to  malee 
fair  weather  againft  the  parliament  met,  by  his  oppo- 
fitions  to  the  dulee.  Lord  Sunderland  was  ilruck  with 
the  boldnefs  of  the  lords  prefentment  in  Weítminfter- 
Hall,  and  the  confequence  of  fuch  men  being  fo  de- 
fperately  engaged  in  an  attempt  wherein  they  v  ere  lilee 
to  befeconded  by  the  humour  of  the  nation,  upon  the 
alarms  of  popery  *,  vvhich  made  him  conclude,  the  king 
would  not  be  able  to  lupport  the  dulee  any  longer* 
but  would  be  forced  to  feparate  his  interefísfrom  him 
at  laft :  and  he  believed  the  king  himfelf  was  of  the 
fame  mind.  Mr.  Godolphin  fell  into  the  lame  thoughts 
with  lord  Sunderland,  both  of  the  thing  itfelf,  and  of 
the  king’s  mind  in  it  :  fo  as  upon  the  debate  in  coun- 
cil,  concerning  the  duke’s  fcay  or  going  back  into 
Scotland  before  the  parliament  met,  thefe  four  joined 
abfolutely  in  the  reafons  and  advices  for  his  going 
away  ;  and  though  the  reít  of  the  council  were  gene- 
rally  of  the  contrary  opinión,  yet  the  king  fell  in  with 
thefe  four,  and  conciuded  the  thing,  againft  the  duke’s 
will  and  his  friends,  as  I  have  been  told:  for  during 
all  thefe  tranfadions  I  was  in  the  country,  with  my 
thoughts  and  preparations  wholly  turned  upen  my 
Spanifh  embaífy  ;  and  I  was  the  willinger  to  be  there, 
upon  the  refolution  I  had  long  been  fixed  in,  never  to 
enter  into  any  differences  or  perfonal  matters  between 
the  king  and  his  brother. 

The  duke  went  away,  and  the  parliament  began, 
with  the  general  knowledge,  of  fo  many  great  períons 
having  appeared  fo  publickly  againft  his  highnefs  in 
Weftmínfter-Hall,  and  fo  confiderable  ones  in  the  court 
itfelf  and  at  the  councií-table :  thofe  of  the  firft  gang 

M  m  2  tell 


53  2  Memoirs from  the  Peace  ¡n  i  679, 

ftil  immediately  into  the  cabals  of  lords  and  commons. 
v\  ¡ao  framed  the  bdl  of  exclufion  ^  wherein  they  were 
deiperately  engaged,  not  only,  as  they  profeíTed,  upon 
opinión  of  national  ends,  but  likewife  upon  that  of 
felf-prefervation,  havingbrokenirreparably  all  meafures 
already  with  the  duke  :  the  generality  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  were  carried,  partly  with  the  plaufiblenefs 
of  the  thing,  calculated  in  appearance  only  againft 
popery,  without  any  prívate  ends  as  was  pretended ; 
and  partly  with  the  opinión  of  the  king’s  refolution 
to  fall  into  it,  upon  the  obfervation  of  fuch  lords  of 
the  court  having  engaged  fo  far  in  fending  away  the 
duke.  All  the  duke  ofMonmouth’s  friends  drove 
it  on  violently  ;  not  doubting  he  would  lie  in  the 
duke’s  place,  though  no  provifion  feemed  to  be  made 
for  that  in  the  forms  of  the  draught :  and  all  thefe 
eircumílances  concurring,  made  fo  violent  a  torrent 
for  carrying  on  this  bilí,  as  nothing  could  refift,  or 
any  ways  divert ;  and  as  it  happens  upon  all  occafions, 
the  fmall  oppofition,  made  by  two  or  three  men,  made 
the  violence  the  greater.  ' 

Befides  thefe  general  circumftances,  there  were  two 
more  particular  and  períonal,  that  feemed  to  me  to 
have  great  influente  upon  the  houfe  :  one  was  lord 
Ruffel  fetting  himfelf,  almoít  with  affeétation,  at  the 
head  of  this  affair  ;  who  was  a  perfon  in  general  repute 
of  an  honeft  worthy  gentleman,  without  tricks  cr 
prívate  ambition,  and  who  was  known  to  venture 
as  great  a  ftake  perhaps  as  any  fubjedt  of  England. 
The  other  w'as  Sir  William  Jones  entering  upon  it  fo 
abruptly  and  1b  deiperately  as  he  did,  if  I  miftake 
not,  the  firíl  day  he  carne  into  the  houfe  (at  leaíl  I 
have  been  told  lo,  for  I  was  not  there)  which  was  fome 
time  after  the  feffion  began,  having  been  engaged  in 
a  difputed  eleftion.  And  this  perfon  having  the  ñame 
cf  the  greateft  lawyer  of  England,  and  cornmonly  of  a 
very  wife  man ;  bebdes  this,  of  a  very  rich,  and  of  a 
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wary  or  rather  timorous  natnre  •,  madc  people  gene- 
rally  conduele  that  the  thing  was  certain  and  fafe,  and 
would  at  laít  be  agreedon  all  pares,  whatever  counte- 

nance  wcre  rnade  at  court. 

The  bilí  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was 

carried  up  by  lord  Rufíel  to  the  houfe  oí  loids  ,  a.>  I 
think,  for  I  was  not  there  at  the  houfe.  But,  in  the 
houfe. of  lords,  it  met  with  another  kind  of  reception. 
The  king  was  reíolved,  and  dcclared  againíl  the  bdl  - 
and  though  lord  Shaftefbury,  lord  Eflcx,  and,  as  I 
remember,  about  fifteen  more,  wcre  violcntly  foi  it  ^ 
yet  the  reíl  ofthe  houfe  wcre  fum  ?.nd  poíitive  againít 
it ;  among  whom  lord  Hallifax  appeared  moft  in  the 
head  of  alf  debates  *,  and  fo  it  was,  after  long  conteft, 
abfolutely  thrown  out.  This  enraged  the  houfe  of 
commons *,  and,  having  íailed  oí  the  oniy  thing  tney 
Xeemed  to  have  at  heart,  made  them  fall  upon  perfons-, 
enp-a^e  íirít  in  the  purfuitof  lord  Stafford  to  the  bro^k, 
upon  the  feore  of  the  plot ;  and  then  in  addreíTes,  ei- 
ther  upon  general  difeontents  in  the  publick  aíran  s3  ol 
upon  common  fame  againíl  particular  men. 

During  the  whole  proceedings  of  this  feílion  of  par- 
liament,DI  played  a  part  very  impertinent  for  a  man 
that  had  any  defigns  or  ambitions  about  him  ;  but  for 
me  who  had  none  (and  whoíe  head  was  hxcd  either 
upon  my  embaíTy  into  Spain3>  or  upon  my  abiolute 
retirement)  theonly  one  wheiein  I  could  nave  fatisíiecl 
myfelf.  As  I  never  entered  into  publick  bufinefs  by 
my  own  choice  or  purfuit,  but  always  called  into  it 
by  the  king,  or  his  miniílers  *,  fo  I  never  made  the 
common  ufe  of  it,  by  ever  aíking  either  money,  lands, 
or  honour  of  his  majeíly  *,  though  I  have  been  oí  ten 
enough  urged  to  it  by  my  friends,  and  invited  by  fo 
great  degrees  of  confidence  and  favour,  as  I  have  ílood 
fn  with  his  majeíly  both  often  and  long.  I  never  had 
my  heart  fet  upon  any  thing  in  publick  affairs,  but  the 
h-appinefs  of  my  country,  and  greatnefs  of  the  crown  : 
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and,  in  order  to  that,  the  unión  of  both,  by  wnicn 
alone  I  thought  both  could  be  atchieved.  When  I  feil 
hrk  mto  deípair  of  this,  I  feil  firft  inte  a  diftaftc  ofal! 
pu^uci*:  affairs  ;  which  has  been  rjourilhed  by  a  courfe 
oí-  iuch  acadents  and  turns  of  court,  and  perfonal  in¬ 
coo  itancies  or  infidelities,  as  I  have  related.  By  what 
nieans  I  carne  to  be  fo  long  engaged,  as  to  fee  thk 
iefnon  oí  parliament,  I  have  told  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be 
to!d,  the  vexation  and  trouble  which  the  courfe  of  it 
gave  me.  I  knew  very  well,  that  ail  the  fafety  of 
-Hanoers  and  Hoiland  depended  upon  the  unión  of  his 
majeíty  with  his  parliament,  which  might  enable  him 

%  iliake  a  figure  in  Chriftendom,  as  the  crown 
of  England  has  done,  and  ought  aiways  to  do.  The 
Iluten  had  ient  over  moníieur  Van  Lewen  to  rnake 
both  court  and  country  fenfible  of  this  neceffity  that 
Chriítendom  was  in ;  and  how  much  all  wculd  lie  at 
themerey  oíb  ranee,  from  the  day  theyfaw  the  hopes 
of  it  fail.  The  houfe  of  cotnmons  met,  with  fuch  a 
bent  upon  what  they  thought  the  chief  of  their  home 
convenís,  that  the  ñame  or  any  thing  foreign  woulet 
not  be  allowed  among  thern ;  nav,  themention  ofSpa- 
Jiim  Icagues,  alliances  witn  ITolland,  and  meafures  in¬ 
tended  by  the  king  with  other  confederares,  werelaugh- 
at,  as  couit-tncks,  and  too  fíale  to  país  any  more. 
They  feil  downright  upon  a  point  invincible,  which 
was  the  bilí  of  excluñon  •,  and  in  default  of  that,  upon 
heats  againít  the  government  and  the  minifters,  not 
without  lome  glancing  at  thekmg.  This  wasreturned 
wuh  heats  at  court  by  thoíe  minifters  that  wpre  chiefly 
touched  ;  which  were  lord  Hallifax,  who,  by  a  fudden 
turn,  whereof  I  know  no  account,  had  at  the  be- 
ginning  of  tne  feílion  failen  mto  the  open  defence  of 
the  duke  s  interefts  ^  and  Mr.  Hyde,  who,  by  his 
i  clarión  to  the  duke,  and  by  his  education  wholly  at 
court,  was  ever  reciconed  upon,  as  well  as  found  to 
firft  in  tnat  point,  1  hough  I  did  not  find  by 
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them,  that  they  thought  it  would  be  to  much  purpofe  j 
only  they  promifed  to  agree  with  the  king  opon  the 
draught  of  lome  expedients  in  the  cafe,  which  lord 
Hallifax  had  charged  himfelf  with,  and  íhould  be 
charged  with  to  the  houfe  of  loras,  during  the  heats 
of  the  commons. 

For  my  own  part,  fo  foon  as  I  faw  the  bent  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  the  violence  with  which  it  was  car- 
ried,  and  the  diftradtions  it  was  like  toengage  the  king- 
dom  in,  at  a  time  they  were  fo  little  in  feafon  ;  I  gave 
over  firíl  all  hopes,  and  then  all  thoughts  upon  lo 
unpleafant  a  theme.  In  the  bufinefs  ot  the  bilí  I  ne- 
ver  meddled,  ñor  fo  much  as  reafoned  either  in  or  out 
of  the  houfe  ;  having  declared  my  opinión  to  the  king 
and  his  minifters,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe .  to 
oppofe  it  therc ;  ñor  for  the  king  to  take  notice  of 
the  commons  addrefs  upon  it,  further  than  to  let  them 
know,  that  whenever  any  bilis,  or  any  addrefies  upon 
things  of  that  nature,  werebrought  to  him  from  both 
houles,  he  would  anfwer  them,  By  this  means  I 
thought  the  king  was  fure  of  his  end  ^  for  the  bilí 
would  certainly  fall  as  often  as  it  carne  into  the  houfe 
of  lords  •,  and,  if  he  fhould  be  forced  to  break  the  par- 
liament,  it  would  be  better  done  upon  invincible  dif- 
ference  between  the  two  houfes,  than  upon  any  be- 
tween  his  majefty  and  the  houfe  of  commons,  But 
this  opinión  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  chief  minifters. 
After  that,  I  preífed  both  the  king  and  them  to  bring 
fuch  expedients  as  they  told  me  were  refolved  on  *, 
that  fo  we  might  malee  all  the  ftrength  we  could  to 
fupport  them  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  thereby 
reduce  things  to  fome  temper ;  but  thefe,  thoughdaily 
talked  of,  never  appeared.  I  went  not  often,  either 
to  the  houfe  or  council ;  but  when  I  did,  and  thought 
it  to  any  purpofe,  I  endeavoured  to  allay  the  heats  on. 
either  fide ;  and  told  the  king  I  expeóted  to  be  turned 
out  of  the  houfe  in  the  morning,  and  out  of  the  council 
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¡n  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Hyde  aíked  me  one  day  in  the 
council-chamber,  why  I  carne  fo  feldom  to  the  houfe 
orcouncil  ;  Itoldhim,  ’twas  Upon  Solomon’s  advice 
neuher  to  oppofe  the  mighty,  ñor  go  about  to  ftop 

the  ,^urrent  ot  a  «ver  :  upon  which  he  faid,  I  was 
a  wue  a  and  quiet  man  ;  and,  if  it  were  not  for 

lome  circumftances  he  could  not  help,  he  wouid  do 
lo  too. 

I  CIO  not  rcmembcr  to  have  fpoken  in  the  houfe  but 
upon  the  motion  of  fupplies  for  Tangier*  ;  upon  the 
digerí  ion  oftíie  firít  addrefs  about  general  grievances; 
and  in  tne  cafes  of  my  lord  chief-juítice  North,  and  my 
loid  í  íailnax  bemg  impeached  upon  cornmon  farne  : 
noi  aL  any  general  councils,  unlefs  it  were  upon  the 
iioufe  of  commons  addrefs  againít  lord  Hallifax,  and 
upon^a  debate  aoout  diiíolving  the  parliament;  w here- 
in  I  defired  the  king  and  council  never  to  lay  afiele  the 
thoughts  and  endeavours  of  agreeing  either  with  this 
cr  fome  other  parliament,  as  amatter  of  fo  great  necef- 
iity  to  the  flato  oí  his  majeíty’s  aífairs  bothabroad  and 
at  home.  Lord  Hallifax  anfvvered  me  in  few  words, 
that  every  body  was  ícnnble  of  the  neceíllty  of  the 
3<ing5s  agreeing  with  his  parliaments,  though  not  with 
this  :  and  f  Mr.  Seymour  told  me,  he  perfe&ly  aerreed 
with  me  in  what  I  had  faid.  The  laft  thing  1  did,  in 
houfe  or  council,  was  to  carry  the  king’s  laft  anfwer  to 

commons,  containing  ms  rcíolutions  never  tocon- 
fent  to  the  excluíion  of  the  duke  ;  J  which  íecretary 
Jenkins  had  bcen  charged  with  the  mght  before  at 
counen :  but  he  was  thought  too  unacceptable  to  the 
houfe,  it  feems,  for  a  meílage  that  was  like  to  prove  fo; 
and  next  morning  the  king  wouid  have  had  Sir  Ro- 
bert  Carr,  or  Mr.  Godolphin  have  carried  it,  but  they 

both  excufed  themfelves  ;  upon  which  the  kino-  fent 
for  me. 


*  See  the  Appendix. 
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'  I  told  his  majeíly,  I  did  not  very  well  underíland 
why  a  thing,  agreed  upon  laíl  night  at  council-table, 
íhould  be  altered  in  his  chamber  ^  but  that  1  was  very 
willing  however  to  obey  him,  and  the  rather  upon 
others  having  excufed  themfelves,  and  to  fhew  his  ma- 
jeíty  that  I  intended  to  play  no  popular  games :  upon 
which  I  took  the  paper,  and  told  the  king  that  I  was 
very  fenfible  how  much  of  his  confidente  I  formerly 
had,  and  how  much  I  had  loíl,  without  knowing  the 
occafion  ;  or  elfe  I  might  have  had  part  in  the  con- 
fulting  this  change  of  what  was  laíl  night  refolved,  as 
well  as  in  executing  it ;  and  I  would  confefs  to  his  rna- 
jefty,  that  1  had  not  fo  good  a  ftomach  in  bufinefs,  as 
to  be  contení  only  with  fwallowing  what  other  people 
had  chewed.  Upon  which  1  went  away  and  carried 
my  mefiage  to  the  houfe,  which  was  received  juft  as 
was  expe¿led.  I  tell  this  pafíage  íreely,  as  I  do  all 
the  reít ;  as  the  only  thing  1  could  imagine  the  king 
could  ever  take  ill  of  me  ;  and  yet  I  know  not  how  it 
could  be  a  fault,  more  than  in  a  point  of  manners 
neither,  or  the  homelineís  oi  exprefiion. 

.  That,  which  completed  my  refolution  of  recefs 
frorn  all  publick  bufinefs,  was  to  find,  as  I  thougnt, 
very  plainly,  that  both  parties,  who  could  agree  in  no- 
thing  elfe,  yet  did  it  in  this  one  point,  ot  bringing 
things  to  the  laíl  extremity.  Lord  Shafteíbury  and  his 
party  thought  the  points  of  popular  difcontents  and 
petitions,  or  at  leaft  that  of  the  king's  wants,  would 
at  laíl  bring  the  court  to  their  mercy  in  one  parliament 
or  other.  Thofe  miniílers,  who  were  paíl  all  mea- 
fu  res  with  the  houfe  of  commons,  thought  there  was 
no  way,  but  by  their  heats,  to  bring  the  king  to  a 
diílike,  and  thereby  to  a  difufe  of  parliaments.  And 
by  this  likewife  the  duke’s  intereíl  feemed  at  pre- 
fent  only  to  be  fecured.  So  that,  where  both  parties 
confented  in  dividing  to  extremity  on  each  lide,  no- 
íxian  could  think  any  longer  of  uniting  ^  ñor  confe^ 
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quendy  to  fce  the  crown  in  fuch  a  poílure  as  I  hací 
alourown  ^  f°r  °Ul'  neiShb°urs  ¿kes  as  well 

I  found  this  yet  more  evídent  at  the  1  aft  debates 
dunng  my  affiftance  at  the  foreign  committee,  concern¬ 
es  a"fwerr  h's  maJefty  íhould  return  to  the  repeat- 
ed  addrdTesof  the  houfe  of  commons,  relatine  to  the 
bdl  of  exclufion.  I  was  of  opinión  it  íhould  be,  thar 
when  both  houfes  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  this  pur- 
p°íe,  he  w°uld  give  them  an  anfwer  ;  but  till  then 
would  iufpend  it,  and  not  fend  a  poíitive  anfwer  to  one 
bouie  upon  fo  weighty  an  occaíion,  which  for  auo-ht 
be  knew  might  be  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  oth°er. 

¿  uus  means  he  would  be  fecure  from  the  neceífitv 
or  any  direcít  breach  with  the  commons  ;  íince  he  knew 
well  enough,  the  lords  would  not  confent  to  tire  ad- 
drels.  And,  if  the  parliament  carne  to  be  diíTolved, 
it  were  better  for  the  king  it  íhould  brcak  uoon  difte- 
rences  betvveen  the  two  houfes,  than  between  his  ma- 
jcíly  and  them.  For  this  would  give  the  nation  an 
opinión,  that  he  was  refolved  to  live  without  parlia- 
ments  hereafter ;  which  might  endanger  perhaps  our 
peace  at  home,  but  would  however  ruin  the  hopes  of 
our  neighbours  abroad,  who  had  no  othcr  of  defend- 
ing  themfelves  againft  France,  but  by  the  power  of 
England  :  that,  if  this  parliament  broke  upon  difputes 
or  differences  between  the  two  houfes,  it  might  yet  be 
cxpeóted  he  would  cali  anothcr,  and  perhaps  a  third, 
and  agree  with  lome  of  them,  by  which  alone  he  could 
be  great  and  fafe  both  at  home  and  abroad.  For  it 
was  between  the  king  and  his  parliament,  as  between 
the  mountain  and  Mahomet,  who  told  the  people 
what  mi  ráeles  he  would  do  when  he  was  at  the  top  of 
the  mountain  ;  and  to  that  purpoíe  he  would  on  fuch 
a  day  cali  it  to  him  :  he  did  lo,  but  the  mountain 
would  not  come  ;  whereupon  he  faid,  that,  if  the 
Hjountain  would  not  come  to  Mahomet,  he  would 

to 
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to  the  mountain  *,  for  unlefs  they  both  met,  no  won- 
der s  could  be  done.  The  king  feemed  pleafed  with 
all  I  faid,  and  with  the  comparifon  ;  but  thofe  of  the 
cornmittee,  that  were  chief  in  the  prívate  meafures  ta- 
ken  at  this  time,  were  for  a  pofmve  anfwer  to  be  gi- 
ven  the  houfe  of  commons,  let  them  take  it  how  they 
pleafed  ;  and  accordingly  this  was  refolved. 

However,  all  thefe  confiderations  or  intereíls  could 
not  move  the  king  to  diflolve  this  parliament,  with- 
out  calling  another  at  the  fame  time  to  meet  at  Oxford 
in  the  fpring.  Whereupon,  the  heads  of  the  univer- 
fity  at  Cambridge  fent  to  me,  to  know  whether  I  in¬ 
tended  to  ítand  again  for  that  eledlion  :  I  went  to  the 

o 

king  to  acquaint  him  with  it,  and  know  his  pleafure 
what  anfwer  I  íhould  return  them  :  he  feemed  at  firíl 
indifferent,  and  bid  me  do  what  I  would  ;  but  when 
I  faid  I  was  very  indiíferent  too,  and  would  do  in  it 
what  his  majefty  liked  befe  ^  he  faid,  in  a  manner  kind 
and  familiar,  that,  confidering  how  things  ílood  at 
this  time,  he  doubted  my  coming  into  the  houfe  would 
not  be  able  to  do  much  good  *,  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  as  well  for  me  to  let  it  alone  j  which  I  faid 
I  would  do. 

When  I  left  the  king  I  went  to  my  lord  Sunderland, 
and  told  him  what  had  paíTed ;  who  took  this  as  the 
firíl  certain  fign  of  his  majeily’s  having  fixed  his  re- 
folution,  and  left  off  all  thoughts  of  agreeing  with  his 
parliaments,  and  of  his  having  taken  his  meafures  an- 
other  way,  for  the  fupply  of  his  treafures  in  the  ill  con¬ 
dición  they  were  in.  He  knew  very  well,  that,  during 
the  laít  feffion,  the  king  had  al  way  s  told  me,  that  he 
was  refolved  to  propofe  fome  expedients  to  the  houfes 
upon  which  he  had  hopes  they  might  agree :  that  he 
had  ordered  lord  Hallifax  to  draw  them  up,  and  had 
bid  me  referve  my  credit  in  the  houfe  for  that  occa-^ 
ñon  :  and  that,  if  there  were  any  thoughts  of  agree* 
ipg  with  the  next  parliament,  the  king,  he  was  íure* 

would 
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would  have  beca  glad  to  Jiave  had  me  in  the  houle. 
a  4^  jrdd  upon  it,  in  ío me  paíiion,  that  he  now  nave 
l¡i  for  gone,  and  diat  he  muft  confefs  I  knew  the  king 
bvtteí  than  he  had  done  ;  and  fo  we  parted. 

Within  few  days  employed  wholly  in  my  domeftick 
concerns,  and  in  order  to  the  remove  I  intended,  I 
Jeft  the  town  and  went  to  Sheen  :  from  whence  I  fent 
the  king  vvord  by  my  fon,  that  I  would  país  the  reft 
or  my  life  like  as  good  a  fubject  as  any  he  had  ;  but 
that  I  would  never  meddle  any  more  with  any  pub- 
hck  affáirs  ;  and  defired  his  majefty  would  not  be  dif- 
pleaíed  with  this  refolution.  The  king  very  graci- 

ouíly  bid  him  tell  me,  that  he  was  not  angry  with  me, 
no  not  at  all. 


I  had  not  been  aoove  a  week  at  Sheen,  when  my 
lady  Northumberland  (who  lived  then  at  Sion)  carne 
to  my  clofet  one  morning,  and  told  me,  that,  the  day 
before,  my  lord  Sunderland,  my  lord  Efiex’s  ñames, 
and  miné,  vvere  ftruck  out  of  the  council  \  which  was 
íhe^  firíl  word  I  heard  oí  any  fuch  thing  ;  and  upon 
which  I  neither  made  any  reíleétions,  ñor  enquines  ; 
though  many  others  feemed  much  to  wonder,  and  en- 
quired  of  me  what  could  be  the  reaíbn  of  my  bein^* 
.joined  with  the  other  two  lords  whofe  proceedings  had 
been  very  different. 

My  lord  Sunderland  was,  during  the  late  feflion  of 
parliament,.  fallen  under  a  great  jdifpleafure  of  his  ma-í 
jeíly  ;  and  into  an  outrageous  quarrel  with  lord  Hal- 
lifax.  The  laft  happened,  not  only  upon  their  divid- 
ing  in  the  bufineífes  of  the  parliament  and  council,  but 
hkewife  upon  lord  Sunderland’s  entering  into  new 
eommerce  and  meafures  with  lord  Shafteíbury  5  as  my 
lord  Hallifax  told  me,  and  which  I  fhould  not  have 
otherwife  known  ;  for,  if  there  were  any  fuch  com- 
merce,  lord  Sunderland  had  made  it  a  fecret  to  me  ; 
as  knowing  too  well  the  averíion  I  always  had  for  that 
lord,  and  the  vyhole  courfe  of  his  proceedings  in  all 

publick 
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publick  affairs.  But  lord  Sunderland  told  me  another 
réaíon  of  the  quarrel  between  him  and  lord  Hallifax 
which,  he  faid,  broke  out  the  lame  night  a  debate 
arofe  at  council  concerning  an  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  againft  lord  Hallifax,  wherein  lord  Sunder¬ 
land  had  been  of  opinión,  the  king  íhould  notyield  to 
it.  But,  after  council,  lord  Halliíax  went  to  lord 
Sunderland’s  lodgings,  where  they  fell  into  difeourfe 
of  what  had  pafied  •,  and  lord  Sunderland  tokl  him, 
that  though  he  had  given  his  opinión  at  council  as  lie 
thought  became  him  ;  yet,  if  luch  an  addrels  íhould 
ever  be  m ade  againft  himfelf,  hewould  certainly  delire 
leave  of  the  king  to  retire,  as  a  thing  that  would  be 
fór  his  fervice.  Upon  this  lord  Hallifax  fell  into  fuch 
apaflion,  that  he  went  out  of  the  room,  and  from  that 
time  they  hardly  lived  in  any  common  civihty  where 
they  met. 

The  refiners  thought  lord  Hallifax,  who  íáw  him¬ 
felf  topped  by  lord  Sunderland’s  credit  and  ftation  at 
court,  refolved  to  malee  this  fudden  turn  of  falling.  in 
with  the  king,  upon  the  point  then  in  debate  about 
the  bilí  of  exclufion,  wherein  he  found  the  king  ftea- 
dy,  and  that  my  lord  Sunderland  would  lofe  himfelf  j 
fo  that,  falling  into  conlidence  with  the  king  upon 
fuch  a  turn,  he  íhould  be  alone  chief  in  the  miniftry, 
without  competitor.  At  leaft  the  reafoners  on  this 
matter  could  find  no  other  grcur.d  for  fuch  a  change 
in  lord  Hallifax’s  courfe,  after  what  he  had  lo  long 
fteered,  and  fo  lately  in  having  been  the  chief' promo- 
ter  of  the  duke’s  being  fent  away  to  Scotland  j'uft  be¬ 
fóte  the  meeting  of  the  parliament. 

The  king’s  quarrels  to  my  lord  Sunderland,  as  far 
as  I  could  obferve,  were  chiefiy  two  :  firft,  ¡ais  voting 
in  the  lords  houfe  for  the  bilí  of  exclufion,  not  oniy 
againft  the  king’s  mind,  but  againft  his  exprefs  com- 
mand  ;  which,  for  a  perfon  aftually  in  his  fervice,  and 
in  fuch  a  poft  as  fecretary  of  ftate,  feemed  fomething 

'  -  extraordináry. 
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extraordinary.  And  I  remember,  when  I  fpoke  tú 

hlrn  oí  as  ^hat  t!ie  king  muft  refent,  and  what  I 
was  confident  he  vvould  be  íleady  in,  he  told  me  ’twas 

°  u  ,te’.  •  h~,  honour  was  engaged,  and  he  could 

!?°C  bE,eaic  ]t-  The  other  was  a  memorial,  fent  over  by 
Mr.  Sidney  the  king’s  envoy  at  the  Hague,  and  given 
him  by  the  penfioner  Pagel,  reprefenting  the  fad  con- 
fequences  abroad,  oí  his  majeíty’s  not  agreeino-  with 
his  parí, aments ;  the  danger  of  his  allies,  and  of  the 
proteítant  religión  ;  and  thereupon,  though  not  direót- 
y,  yet  feeming  to  wiíh  that  the  king  v/ould  not  break 
with  them  though  it  were  even  upon  the  point  of  the 
bilí  oí  exclufion.  This  was,  as  I  remember,  the  fub- 
itance ;  for  I  never  heard  a  word  of  it,  either  before 
or  aíter  íts  being  received  _at  the  foreign  committee ; 
where  I  was  as  much  furprifed  at  it  as  any  one  there, 
but  had  not  the  fame  thoughts  of  it’s  original,  as  I  find 
lome  other  oí  the  lords  had.  For  they  believed  it 
a  thing  direfled  and  advifed  front  henee ;  and,  in  a 
word,  by  lord  Sunderland  to  Mr.  Sidney  his  únele,  as 
a  matter  that .  would  be  of  weight  to  induce  the  king 
to  pafs  the  bilí.  But  befides  that,  lord  Sunderland 
protefted  to  me,  after  council,  that  he  knew  nothino- 
o  it  tiil  he  received  a  copy  from  Mr.  Sidney,  who 
fent  the  original  to  the  other  fecretary.  I  thought  he 
could  not  underftand  the  king  fo  ill,  as  to  believe,  that 
would  be  a  motive  to  him  to  pafs  the  bilí,  or  that  it 
could  have  any  other  effeft  than  to  anger  him  at  the 
Dutcn,  for  meddíing  in  a  matter  that  was  domeftick, 
not  only  to  the  nation,  but  to  the  crown.  Beíides,  I 
6bferved  the  ftyle  to  be  of  one  that  underítood  little  of 
our  conftitution,  by  feveral  expreffions  in  the  paper ; 
whereof  one  was,  why  the  king  íhould  not  prevent 
fuch  conícquences,  when  he  might  do  it  par  un  trait 
de.  plume  [by  a  ftroke  with  a  pen  fl  which  íhewed,  the 
author  thought  our  afts  of  parliament  had  been  paífed 
by  the  king’s  figning  them. 

This, 


.  to  the  Authors  Retirement .  543- 

This,  and  the  whole  caft  of  it,  Anade  me  believe  ic 
certainly  carne  from  the  penfioner  Fagel ;  a  man  of 
great  picty  andzeal  i n  his  religión,  mightily  concerned 
íor  all  he  thought  would  endanger  it  >  and  befides,  of 
great  warmth  and  fuddennefs  in  purfuing  any  thought 
that  poíTefied  him.  However,  the  king,  as  well  as 
fome  of  the  committee,  believed,  this  was  of  my  lord 
Sunderland’s  forge  *,  and  thatmany  of  the  heats  in  the 
houíe  of  commons  had  been  encourao;ed  and  raifed  to 
fuch  height  by  his  feeming  to  favour  them  •,  which, 
they  might  think,  he  would  not  do  unlefs  he  believ- 
ed  the  king  would  at  length  comply  with  them. 

Thefe,  I  fuppofe,  were  the  reafons  ofthe  reíolution 
taken  at  court  to  remove  lord  Sunderland,  both  from 
the  fecretary’s  office  and  the  council.  What  made  my 
lord  EíTex  be  joined  with  him  is  a  great  deal  moreob- 
vious  *,  having  ever  fmce  meeting  of  the  parliament 
run  up  in  the  greateft  heights  and  neareft:  meafures 
with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  lord  Shafteíbury, 
both  in  the  bilí  of  exclufion,  and  all  other  matters 
where  he  intervened,  either  in  debates  of  parliament  or 
of  council  *,  either  concerning  the  bilí,  or  feveral  ad- 
dreíTes  againít  minifters.  How  1  carne  to  be  joined  with 
thefe  two  lords,  by  the  king’s  ordering  our  ñames  to 
be  ftruck  out  ofthe  council-book  at  the  fame  time,»  i 
neither  know,  ñor  could  ever  give  any  reafon,  unlefs 
it  were,  what  was  commonly  guefied,  of  my  being  a 
friend  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  or  of  my  lord  Sunder¬ 
land,  with  whom  I  had  a  very  long  acquaintance,  and 
of  our  families,  as  well  as  períbna!.  For  the  firft,  I 
could  think  it  no  crime,  confidering  how  little  that 
prince  had  ever  meddled,  at  leaft  to  my  knowledge, 
in  any  domeftick  concerns  of  his  majefty,  during  all 
that  pafied  fmce  the  firft  heats  in  parliament  he  re, 
though  he  had  been  extremely  fenfible  of  the  confequen- 
ces  .they  were  like  to  have  upen  all  his  interefts,  and 
neareft  concerns  at  home  *,  which  were,  the  preierva- 
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tion  o f  Fknders  from  the  French  conqueft,  and  thefe- 

by  °f  Holland  from  falling  by  fudden  treaties  into  an 
4  abfolute  dependance  upon  that  crown. 

I  can  give  no  other  reafon,  unlefs  it  were,  that  as 
my  lord  Saliíbury  had  been  ftruck  out  fome  days  be¿ 
fore,  upon  his  having  declared  at  council,  that  he 
would  come  there  no  more  ;  fo  his  majefty  and  his  * 
minifters  might  think,  that  upon  my  having  taken  the 
íame  refolution  as  to  that,  and  all  publick  aífairs, 
though  fignified  only  in  private  to  his  majefty,  and 
with  all  the  good  manners  that  could  be ;  yet  it  would 
be  better  for  the  king’s  aífairs,  that  I  íhould  be  known 
to  be  put  out  of  the  council  than  to  have  quitted  it  of 
myfelf. 

•Ñor  was  this  refolution  of  mine  taken  in  any  heat, 
or  ralhly,  but  upon  the  beft  confiderations  and  know- 
ledge  I  had  gained,  both  oí  the  world,  and  of  myfelf : 
py  which  I  íound,  as  Sancho  did  by  governing  his 
ifland,  that  he  was  not  fit  to  govern  any  thing  but 
his  iheep  :  fo,  by  ferving  long  in  courts,  or  publick 
aífairs,  I  difcovered  plainly,  that  I  was,  at  my  age, 

and  in  the  prefent  conjundures,  fit  for  neither  one 
ñor  t’other. 

I  confidered  the  world  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  af- 
fairs  both  abroad  and  at  home  :  I  knew  very  well  the 
great  defigns  of  France,  whereoí  the  plan  was  drawn 
by  cardinal  Richelieu,  for  the  conqueft  of  Flanders, 
and  that  part  of  Germany  which  lies  on  this  fide 
of  the  Rhine  :  how,  upon  this  view  he  had  feized  Lor- 
rain,  and  engaged  in  a  war  with  Spain  :  hsw  he  prac- 
tifed  theDutch  into  a  treatyfor  the  divifion  oí  Flanders 
between  them,  till  the  States  foon  found  the  falle  pace 
they  had  made  by  an  agreement  to  íhare  with  the 
lion,  who  thereupon  would  be  foon  mafter,  both  of 
the  prey  and  of  them.  Hereupon  they  broke  oír  this 
confederacy  onthe  fudden,  quitted  the  French  in  the 
midít  oí  fo  great  fuccefs,  and  had  hercbv  almoít  oc- 
í  •  3  cafioned 
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eafioned  the  ruin  of  the  French  army  at  Tirlemont.  I 
knew  by  tradition  from  a  noble  family,  how  that  car¬ 
dinal  liad  fent  a  prívate  emiffary,  to  endeavóur  the  lame 
mealures  with  king  Charles  the  firft,  or  at  leaft  for  his 
being  paffive  in  thcir  conqueft  of  Flanders.  How  that 
king  had  refufed  the  firft ;  and*  being  preffed  upon 
the  other,  had  anfwered  refolutely,  and  bid  him  tell 
the  cardinal,  that  he  would  never  fuffer  the  conqueft  of 
Flanders •,  and  if  the  French  attempted  it*  he  would 
march  himfelf  in  perfon  to  defend  it.  Upon  this  an- 
fwer,  the  cardinal  repliedto  thegentleman  that  broüght 
it,  TJa-fil  dit?  par  Dieu  il  me  le  payera  bien ,  [Did 
he  fay  fo  ?  by  G — d  FU  make  him  pay  dear  for  it]  *, 
and  therefore  entered  immediately  into  pradices  with 
fome  difcontented  nobles  of  Scotland  therí  at  Paris  *, 
fent  over  two  hundred  thoufand  piftoles  to  others  in 
that  kingdom,  and  gave  thereby  a  beginning  to  the 
firft  troubles  that  were  raifed  there.  Frorn  v/hich 
time,  the  bufinefs  of  France  has  ever  been  to  foment 
all  divifions  of  England,  whofe  intereft  they  faw  would 
be  ever  to  crofs  their  great  defign.  However,  car¬ 
dinal  Mazarin,  after  having  furmounted  his  own 
dangers  in  France,  and  the  difficulties  incident  to  a 
minority  ;  purfued  the  plan  left  him  by  his  predeceíTor : 
and  by  his  meafures  taken  with  Cromwel!,  and  the 
afiiftance  of  an  immortal  body  of  fix  thoufand  brave 
Englifh,  which  Were  by  agreement  to  be  continually 
recruited,  he  made  fuch  a  progrefs  in  Flanders^  that 
Cromwell  ibón  found  the  balance  turned,  and  grown 
too  heavyonthe  French  fide  :  whereupon  he  difpatched 
a  gentleman  privately  to  Madrid^  to  propofe  there  a 
change  of  his  treaty  with  France  into  one  with  Spain, 
by  which  he  would  draw  his  forces  over  into  their 
fervice,  and  make  them  ten  thoufand  to  be  continually 
recruited,  upon  condition  their  firft  aéfion  íhould  be 
to  befiege  Calais,  and,  when  taken,  to  put  it  into  his 
hands.  The  gentleman  fent  upon  this  errand  was 
Voiw  IL  N  n  paft 
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paft  the  Pyrenees  when  he  was  overtaken  by  rhe  news- 
o  Cromwell  s  death ;  whereupon  Mazarin,  havino- 
not  on  y  loíl  his  ftrongeft  fupport  in  Flanders,  but 
obierved  how  that  defign  would  never  be  ferved  by 
any  meafures  he  could  take  in  England,  however  it 
íhould  be  governed,  by  the  moft  legal  or  moíl  ufurped 
powers,  he  refolved  upon  a  peace  with  Spain  ;  and 
inade  it  at  the  Pyrenees,  againft  the  general  icnfe,  botli 
of  the  chier  períons  in  the  court  and  the  army,  but 
particularly  againft  the  inftances  of  monfieur  de  Tu- 
renne,  who  engaged  himfelf  to  conquer  all  that  was 
left  of  Flanders  in  two  eampaigns  mere:  butfomedo- 
meftic  reafons  prevailed  with  the  cardinal ;  befides  his 
age  and  great  infirmities,  which  endea  his  lifenot  long 
aíter  the  peace  was  made. 

The  prefent  king,  left  in  full  peace  with  all  his 
neighbours,  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  and  inftru&ed 
ni  the  fehool  of  ib  able  a  minifter,  began  to  purfue 
the  great  defign,  by  the  thrce  paces  mcít  neceílary  to 
ad vanee  it  ;  which  were,  the  wife  mansgement  of  his* 
revenue,  and  heaping  up  a  niafs  of  treafure :  the 
increaie  of  his  naval  forcé,  by  buildmg  many  great 
íhips,  and  buyingothers  from  the  Dutch  5  and  by  the 
purchaie  ofDunkirk  in  the  year  1662,  without  which 
he  could  not  have  afpired  to  theconqueft  of  Flandersy 
or  to  his  greatnefs  at  fea  ;  having  no  other  haven  upon 
the  channel :  after  this,  by  fomentmg  on  both  fides  the 
feeds  Oí  diílenfion  between  us  and  the  Dutch,  which 
were  fprung  from  other  cevered  roots.  He  faw  us 
engaged  in  a  war  withHolland  in  1665,  and  with  fuch 
honour  and  fucceíTes,  that  the  Dutch  would  foon  have 
been  torced  to  a  peace,  had  not  France  firíl  aílifted 
í  hem  at  land,  againft  the  biíhop  of  Munfter ;  and  then 
declared  war  againft  us,  and  fet  out  his  fleet  for  affiíD 
ing  the  Dutch.  This  made  the  war  more  cqually  bal- 
Lineal,  and  tnereby  laft  till  France,  taking  advantage 
at  our  divifion,  i n vaded  Flanders  ¿  and,  by  a  furpriíe 
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of  the  ilnprepared  Spaniards,  and  tvvo  campaigns,  car- 
ried  the  moft  confiderable  frontier  places  on  hoth  fides  j 
as  Doway,  Liíle,  Tournay,  on  the  one  fide,  Char- 
leroy  and  Aeth  on  the  other  ;  by  which  they  left  the 
reíl  of  Flanders  at  the  mercy  of  another  campaign.  The 
Dutch  were  alarmed  at  thefe  fuccefíes  of  lo  mighty  a 
neighbour  fo  near  their  own  doors  *,  and  we  were  fpited 
at  the  French  having  declared  war  againíl  us  in  favour 
of  Holland,  contrary  to  our  expeílations  •,  and  both 
together  cdn tribu ted  to  the  peace  at  Breda  in  the  end 
of  the  year  1 667,  and  to  our  leagues  with  Holland  with 
the  triple  alliance  in  1668,  for  defence  of  the  Spaniíh 
Netherlands.  Upon  our  peace  with  Holland,  France 
ftópped  their  career  in  Flanders,  and  made  overtures 
of  peace  with  Spain  \  by  the  oífer  of  an  alternativa 
either  to  retain  their  conqueíls  in  Flanders,  or  elfe  the 
whole  county  of  Burgundy.  We  and  Holland  íorced 
in  Spain  to  accept  one  of  them  ;  and  the  Spaniards, 
fpited  at  this  hardíhip  upon  them  from  neighbours 
who,  they  thought,  had  as  much  intereíl  as  they  to 
preferve  Flanders,  chofe  the  woríl,  which  was  to  leave 
the  frontiers  of  Flanders  in  the  French  hands,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  give  us  and  Holland  the  greater  jealoufy  of 
France,  and  in  hopes  thereby  to  engage  us  all  inavvar 
with  that  crown.  And  upon  thefe  terrns  the  peace  was 
made  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  in  1668. 

After  this,  France  turned  all  their  counfels  to  break 
the  meafures  between  us  and  Holland  which  gave  a. 
ftop  to  their  great  defign.  The  Dutch  were  ítanch  ; 
but  we  gave  way  by  the  corruption  of  our  miniílers, 
and  the  French  praélices  upon  the  difpofitions  of  our 
court ;  which  at  length  engaged  us  in  a  joint  war  of 
both  crowns  upon  Holland  in  1672,  to  the  amaze- 
ment  of  all  trien  both  abroad  and  at  home,  and  almoft 
to  the  utter  ruin  of  that  State ;  till  the  Empire  and 
Spain,  roufed  by  the  danger  of  Holland,  which  muft 
have  ended  in  that  of  Flanders,  and  all  the  Germán 

N  n  2  provinccs 
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provinces  on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  entered  boldly  inte? 
the  wat,  for  the  affiftance  of  the  Dutch ;  which  gave 
them  fome  breath,  and  carried  the  feene  of  the  war  into 
F  landers  and  Germany.  At  the  fame  time,  the  díf- 
contents  of  the  people  and  parliament  at  the  war,  and 
the  neceíTity  of  declaring  it  againíl  Spain  as  well  as 
Holland,  if  we  continued  longer  in  it,  prevailed  with 
the  king  to  make  a  feparate  peace  with  Holland  in 
1677,  and  to  offer  his  mediation  to  all  the  parties 
engaged  in  the  war  ;  which  ended  in  the  treaty  of 
Nimeguen,  and  at  laít  in  a  peace  there,  concluded  in 
1678:  whereby  a  frontier  vras  left  to  the  Spaniíh 
Netherlands  on  the  Brabantfide,  by  reílitution  of  Aeth 
and  Charleroy,  to. fatisfy  the  Dutch;  but  all  that 
remained  on  the  fide  ofFlanders,  after  the  peace  of  Aix, 
as  Cambray,  Air,  St.  Omer,  with  many  others  taken 
by  France  in  the  laít  war,  were  by  this  treaty  left  m 
their  pofieffion;  befides  great  pretences  by  dependen¬ 
cies,  both  in  Flanders  and  Alface  ;  fo  as  Flanders  was 
ieft  at  their  merey,  whenever  we  or  Holland  fhould  a- 
bandon  its  defence.  And,  finding  both  nations  in  o-e- 
neral  but  too  fenfible  of  our  intereíl  on  that  iide,  the 
councils  of  France  began  new  praétices  upon  our  court,, 
wherein  they  were  encouraged  by  our  faélions,  and 
the  neceffities  of  money,  into  which  they  had  drawn 
the  king. 

Theie  were  the  progreses  which  France  had  made 
in  their  great  defign,  by  two  wars,  and  two  general 
treaties  of  peace;  whereof  that  at  Nimeguen  feemed 
•more  vidlorious  than  their  arms  had  been.  But  they 
had  made  anothervyet  more  important  than  either,  by 
their  praólices  upon  the  elector  and  chapterof  Cologne* 
having  gained  the  majority  of  voices  there  for  the 
fuccefüon  of  prince  William  óf  Furítemburg  to  that 
principalky,  whenever  the  prefent  eleftor  fhould  fail9. 
who  is  oíd  and  infirm,  and  has,  for  fome  years  paft, 
deceiyed  the  world  by  living  fo  long.  Prince  Wil¬ 
liams 
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íiam,  though  a  Germán,  yet  having  long  devoted  him- 
felf  to  the  French  interefts,  and  been  reí  uged  and  íup- 
ported  by  that  crown  againíl  the  indignation  and  re- 
venge  of  the  Emperor,  is  as  much  aFrenchman  as  any 
bifhop  of  that  kingdom  •,  fo  as,  whenever  he  comes 
to  the  ele&orate,  France  will  be  abfolute  mafter  of 
that  principality  •,  and  thereby  caft  íhackles,  not  only 
upon  the  other  princes  of  the  Rhine,  but  upon  Hol- 
land  too,  both  by  cutting  off  their  trade  upon  the 
Rhine,  and  by  bordering  upon  their  inland  provinces, 
which  are  moft  expofed  and  hard  to  be  defended  :  ’tis 
faid  he  is  likewife  aíTured  of  the  chapter  of  Liege,  ia 
favour  of  the  fame  prince ;  which  if  true,  and  this 
principality  fall  likewife  under  the  fame  dominión, 
upon  the  death  of  the  prefent  eledtor,  France  will 
then  furround  the  frontiers  of  Brabant,  and  cut  off  all 
commerce,  or  means  of  defence  between  them  and 
Luxemburg  •,  that  they  will  not  have  above  the  work 
of  one  campaign  to  draw  the  net  over  the  reft  of  Flan- 
ders,and  reduce  all  the  great  cities  there  ;  after  which, 
the  reft  muft  follow,  and  thereby  Hclland  be  left  to 
take  what  meafures  they  can  with  France,  and  become 
at  beft  a  maritime  province  to  that  crown  ;  though, 
perhaps,  under  the  ñame  of  a  free  State  (for  fear  of 
difpeopling  their  country)  but  with  fuch  dependance 
as  will  leave  France  the  ufe  both  of  their  lbips  and 
money,  upon  occafion,  in  other  parts.  Whenever 
this  happens,  what  condidon  England  will  be  left  in, 
upon  fuch  an  increafe  of  the  French  territory  and  land, 
as  well  as  naval  power,  is  eafy  to  conjeture,  but  hard, 
how  it  can  be  prevented,  othenvife  than  by  our  vi- 
gorous  conjunction  of  counfels,  as  well  as  interefts, 
with  all  the  late  confederates  ;  and  by  a  firm  unión  be¬ 
tween  the  court  and  the  nation  upon  one  common 
bottom,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  chiefly  for  the 
prefervation  of  Flanders  againft  the  French  deíigns. 

N  n  3  I  eafily 


55°  Memoirs from  the  Peace  in  i6y 9, 

I  eaíily  difcovered  how  fit  a  pofture  wc  v/ere  in  to 
engage  in  iuch  reiolutions.  The  nation  divided  into 
two  itrong  fadlions  with  the  greateíl  heats  and  animo- 
fines,  and  ready  to  break  out  into  violence  upon  the 
firft  occafion.  The  heads  on  both  fides  defiring  it,  as 
grown  paft  all  temper  or  compoíure.  The  king  in¬ 
volved  in  luch  neceffities  and  diforders  of  his  revenue, 
as,  if  he  could  not  hope  fupplies  from  parliaments, 
would  throw  him  upon  feeking  them  from  France  ; 
which  would  end  in  fuch  meafures  with  that  crown, 
as  would  leave  them  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  great 
defign  by  new  attempts  upon  their  neighbours  ;  whó, 
without  the  fupport  of  England,  muft:  give  way  either 
by  weak  defences  or  fubmiífive  treaties. 

Upon  the  furvey  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  con- 
junftures,  and  difpofitions,  both  at  home  and  abro^d,  I 
concluded  in  coid  blood,  that  I  could  be  of  no  fur* 
íher  ufe  or  fervice  to  the  king  my  mafter,  and  my 
country,  whofe  true  interefts  I  always  thought  were 
the  famc,  and  would  be  both  in  danger  when  they  carne 
to  be  divided,  and  for  that  reafon  had  ever  endeavour- 
ed  the  uniting  them ;  and  had  compafied  it,  if  the 
paífions  of  fome  few  men  had  not  lain  fatally  in  the 
way,  fo  as  to  raife  diíiiculties  that  I  faw  plainly 
v/ere  never  to  be  furmounted.  Thereforc,  upon  the 
v/hole,  I  took  that  firm  reíolution,  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1680,  and  the  interval  between  the  Weftminfter 
and  Oxford  parliaments,  never  to  charge  myfelf  more 
with  any  public  employments  *,  but  retiring  wholly  to 
a  prívate  life,  in  that  pofture  take  my  fortune  with 
my  country,  whatever  it  fhould  prove  :  which  as  no 
man  can  judge,  in  the  variety  of  accidents  that  attend 
human  aftairs,  and  the  chances  of  every  clay,  to  which 
the  greareft  lives  as  vvell  as  abtions  are  íubject ;  fo  1 
íhall  not  trouble  myfelf  ib  much  as  to  conjefture  :  far 
ía  yiam  invernante 
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Befides  all  thcfe  public  circumftances,  I  coníidered 
myfelf  in  my  own  humour,  temper,  and  difpolltions, 
whicha  man  may  difguife  toothers,  thoughvery  hardly, 
but  cannot  to  himfelf.  I  had  learned  by  living  long 
in  courts  and  public  affairs,  that  I  was  fit  to  live  no 
longer  in  either.  I  found  the  arts  of  a  court  were 
contrary  to  the  franknels  and  opennefs  oí  ni  y  nature  *, 
and  the  conftraints  of  public  bufinefs  too  great  íor  the 
liberty  of  my  humour  and  my  life.  The  common 
and  proper  ends  of  both  are  the  advancement  of  men’s 
fortunes  *,  and  that  T  never  minded,  having  as  much 
as  I  needed,  and,  which  is  more,  as  I  defired.  The 
talen t  of  gaining  riches  I  ever  defpifed,  as  obferving 
it  to  belong  to  the  moflí  defpifable  men  in  odier  kinds: 
and  I  had  the  occafions  oí  it  fo  often  in  my  way,  if  I 
v/ould  have  made  ufe  of  them,  that  í  grew  to  difdain 
them,  as  a  man  does  meat  that  he  has  always  before 
hirn.  Therefore,  1  never  could  g o  to  fervice  for  no- 
thing  but  wages,  ñor  endure  to  be  fettered  in  bufinefs 
when  I  thought  it  was  to  no  purpofe.  I  knew  very 
well  the  arts  of  a  court  are,  to  talk  the  prefent  lan- 
guage,  to  ferve  the  prefent  turn,  and  to  follow  the 
prefent  humour  of  the  prince,  whatever  it  is  :  of  all 
thefe  I  found  myfelf  fo  incapable,  that  1  could  not  talk 
a  language  I  did  not  mean,  ñor  ferve  a  turn  I  did 
not  like,  ñor  follow  any  man’s  humour  wholly  againft 
my  own.  Befides,  I  have  had,  in  twenty  years  expe- 
rience,  enough  of  the  uncertainty  of  princes,  the  ca- 
prices  of  fortune,  the  corruption  of  miniílers,  the  vio- 
lence  of  fadtions,  the  uníteadineís  of  counids,  and 
the  infidelity  of  friends  ;  ñor  do  1  think  the  reft  of 
my  life  enough  to  make  any  new  experiments. 

For  the  eafe  of  my  own  life,  if  í  know  myfelf,  it 
will  be  infinitely  more  in  the  retired,  than  it  has  been 
in  the  bufy  fcene  :  for  no  good  man  can,  with  any  ía- 
tisfaólion,  take  part  in  the  diviflons  of  his  country, 
that  knows  and  confiders,  as  I  do,  what  thev  have 
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coft  Athens,  Rome  Conftantinople,  Florence,  Ger- 
many,  France,  and  England  :  ñor  can  the  wifeft  man 

t°r„e.^n  h7ríUa  Wj  Cnd’  orwhatthey  are  Hke  to  coft 
the  reft  or  Chnftendom  as  well  as  ourfelves.  I  never 

had  but  two  aims  in  public  affairs  s  one,  to  fee  the 

*  !n,£  §rcat  as  ,le  may  be  by  the  hearts  of  his  people 
Without  which  I  know  not  how  he  can  begreat  by  the 
conftitutionsofthis  kingdom  :  the  other,  in  cafe  our 
radions  muft  laíb,  yet  to  fee  a  revenue  eftabliíhed  for 
the  conftant  maintaining  a  ñeet  of  fifty  men  of  war, 
at  fea  or  in  harbour,  and  the  feamen  in  conftant  pav 
which  would  be  at  leaft  our  fafety  from  abroad,  and 
make  the  crown  ftiil  confidered  in  any  foreio-n  allian- 
ces,  whether  the  king  and  his  parliaments  fhould 
^r-ot',not  In  undertaking  any  great  or  national  war. 
And  iuch  an  eftabhíhment  I  was  in  hopes  the  laft  par- 
liament  at  Weftminfter  might  have  agreed  in  with  the 
King,  by  adding  fo  much  of  a  new  fund  tothreehum 
o  red  thoufandpounds  a  year  outof  theprefentcuftoms. 

But  thefe  have  both  failed,  and  I  am  content  to  have 
lailed  with  them. 

,  And  ío  1  take  leave  of  all  thofe  airy  vifions  which 
nave  fo  long  bufied  my  head  about  mending  the  world: 
and  at  the  lame  time,  of  all  thofe  fhining  toys  or  fol- 
lies  that  employ  the  thoughts  of  bufy  men  :  and  íhall 
turn  mine  wholly  to  mend  myfelf  j  and,  as  far  as  con- 
liits  with  a  prívate  condition,  ftiil  purfuinp-  that  oíd 
and  excelient  counfel  of  Py thagoras,  that  we°are,  with 
jall  the  cares  and  endeavours  of  our  lives,  to  avoid  dif- 
eafes  in  the  body,  perturbations  in  the  mind,  luxury  in 
cktf,  factions  in  the  houfe,  and  feditions  in  the  ftate 
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CONT  AINING 

The  Pieces  referred  to  ia  thefe  Me¬ 
mo  ir  s. 


Adeclaration  relating  to  the  eílabliíhmentof  the 
new  privy-'council,  mentioned  page  507. 


At  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  21ÍI  April  1679. 

P  R  E  S  E  N  T, 

TheKING’s  moft  exceüent  Majesty  in  council. 


HIS  majefty,  having  caufed  the  privy-council  to 
meet  yefterday  extraorciinary,  was  then  pleafed 
to  order  the  lord  chancellor  of  England  to  rcadto  them 
the  following  declaration. 


M y  LORDS, 


HIS  majeffy  hath  called  you  together,  at  this  time,  to 
communicate  to  you  a  refolution  he  hath  taken  in 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  his  crown  and 
government ;  and  which,  he  hopes,  will  proye  of 
the  greatefl  fatisfacdion  and  advantage  to  his  kingdoms  in  ali 
affairs  hereafter,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  therefore  he 
doubts  not  of  your  approbation,  hovvcver  you  may  feem  con¬ 
cerned  in  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  his  majeíly  gives  you  all  thanks  for  your 
fervice  to  him  here,  and  for  all  the  good  advices  you  have 
given  him  ;  which  might  have  been  more  frequent,  if  the  great 
fiumber  of  this  council  had  not  made  it  unnt  for  the  fecrecy 
and  difpatch  that  are  neceíTary  in  many  great  affairs.  This  for- 
ced  him  to  ufe  a  fmaller  number  of  you  in  a  foreign  commit- 

5  tee. 
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tee,  and  fomctimes  the  advices  of  fome  few  among  thcm  (up¬ 
en  fuch  occafions)  for  many  yea£¿>  paft.  He  is  íorry  for  the  ili 
fuccefs  he  has  found  in  this  courfe,  and  fenfible  of  the  ill  pof- 
ture  of  affairs  from  that  and  Tome  unhappy  accidents,  which 
have  raifed  great  jealoufies  and  diffatisfa&ion  among  his  <^ood 
fubjeets  }  and  thcreby  left  the  crown  and  goveenment  in  a 
condition  too  weak  for  thofe  dangers  we  have  reafon  to  fenr 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  5 


Thefe>  his  majefty  hopes,  may  be  yet  prevented  by  a 
courfe  of  wife  and  fteady  counfels  for  the  future ;  and  thefe 
kingdcms  grow  again  to  make  fuch  a  figure  as  they  have  for- 
ineriy  dona  in  the  world  ;  and  as  they  may  always  do,  if  our 
unión  and  conduet  were  equal  to  our  forcé.  To  this  end,  he 
hath  refolved  to  lay  alide  the  ufe  he  tnay  have  hitfierto  made 
of  any  (ingle  miniftry  or  prívate  advices,  or  foreign  commit- 
tees,  for  the  general  dire&ion  of  his  affairs  :  and  to  conftitute 
fuch  a  privy-council,  as  may  not  only,  by  its  number,  be  nt 
for  the  confultation  and  digeftion  of  all  bufinefs,  both  do- 
meílic  and  foreign,  but  alfo  by  the  choice  of  them,  out  of  the 
feveral  parts  this  State  is  compofed  of,  may  be  the  beft  inform- 
ed  in  the  true  conftitutions  of  ¡t?  and  thereby  the  moft  able  to 
counfel  him  in  all  the  affairs  and  interefts  oí  this  crown  and 
nation.  And,  by  the  conftant  advice  of  fuch  a  council,  his 
majefty  is  refolved  hereafter  to  govern  his  kingdoms  ;  toge- 
ther  with  the  frequent  ufe  of  his  great  council  of  parliament^ 
which  he  takes  to  be  true  antient  conftitution  of  this  (late 


and  government. 

Now,  for  the  greater  aignity  of  this  council,  his  majefty 
refolves  their  conftant  number  (hall  belimited  to  thirty  ;  and, 
for  their  greater  authority,  there  (hall  be  fifteen  of  his  chief 
officers,  who  (hall  be  privy-counfellors  by  their  places  ;  and, 
for  the  otner  fifteen,  he  will  chufe  ten  out  of  the  feveral  ranks 
of  the  nobility,  and  five  commoners  of  the  realm,  whofe 
known  abiiitics,  interefts,  and  efteem  in  the  nation,  (hall  ren- 
der  them  wlthout  fufpicion  of  eithermiftaking  or  betraying  the 
true  intereft  of  the  kingdom,  and  confequently  of  advifing 
him  ill. 

/ 

In  the  firft  place,  thereforc,  and  to  take  care  of  thechurch, 
his  majefty  will  have  the  archbiíbop  of  Canterbury,  and  bi- 
fihop  oíLondon,  for  the  time  being.  And,  to  inforin  him  well 
in  what  concerns  the  laws,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  one  ot 
the  lord  chief  juftices.  For  the  navy  and  ftores  (whereiq 


xnlral  and  mafler  of  thc  ordnance.  For  thc  treafury,  thc 
treafurer  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequcr  (or  whenever  any 
of  thefe  charges  are  in  commiffion,  then  the  firft  commiffion- 
cr  to  ferve  here  in  their  room  :)  the  reí!  of  the  fifteen  íhall  be 
the  lord  privy-feal,  the  maíler  of  the  horfe,  lord-íleward, 
and  lord  chamberlain  of  his  houíhold,  the  groom  of  the 
fióle,  and  the  two  fecretaries  of  líate  :  and  thefe  íhall  be  all 
the  offices  of  his  kingdom  to  which  the  dignity  of  a  privv- 
counfellor  íhall  be  annexed.  The  others  his  majeíly  has  re- 
folved,  and  hopes  he  has  notchofen  ill.  His  majeíly  intends, 
befides,  to  have  fuch  princcs  of  his  blood,  as  he  íhall  at  any 
time  cali  to  this  board,  bejng  here  in  couil  :  a  prefident  of 
the  council,  whenever  he  íhall  find  it  neceflary :  and  the  fe- 
cretary  of  Scotland,  when  any  fuch  íhall  be  here.  But  thefe 
beino-  uncertain,  he  reckons  not  of  the  conífant  number  of 
thirty,  which  íhall  never  be  exceeded. 

To  make  way  for  this  new  council,  his  majeíly  hath  now 
refolved  to  diífolve  this  oíd  one  ;  and  does  hereby  diíl'ol ve  it, 
and  from  this  time  excufes  your  further  attendance  here  :  but 
with  his  repeated  thanks  for  your  fervice  hitherto,  and  with  the 
aívurance  of  his  fatisfaélion  in  you,  fo  far  that  he  íhould  not 
have  parted  with  you,  but  to  make  way  for  this  new  conflitution, 
which  he  takes  to  be,  as  to  the  number  and  choice,  the  moft 
proper  and  neceífary  for  the  ufes  he  intends  them.  And  as 
moíf  of  you  have  offices  in  his  fervice,  and  all  of  you  particu¬ 
lar  íhares  in  his  favour  and  good  opinión,  fo  he  defires  you  vvill 
continué  to  exercife  and  deferve  them,  with  the  famc  diligencc 
and  good  affedtions  that  you  haye  hitherto  done ;  and  with 
conñdence  of  his  majeífy’s  kindnefs  toyou,  and  of  thofe  teíli- 
monies  you  íhall  receive  of  it  upon  other  occaíions. 

Therefore  upon  the  prefent  diílblution  of  this  council,  lus 
majeíly  appoints  and  commands  all  thofe  officers  he  hath' 
named,  to  attend  him  here  to-morrow,at  nine  in  the  morning, 
as  his  privy-council ;  together  wúth  thofe  other  perfons  he  de- 
figns  to  make  up  the  number,  and  to  each  of  whom  he  has  ai¬ 
read  y  figned  particular  letters  to  that  purpofe  ;  and  commands 
the  lord  chancellor  to  fee  them  iffiued  out  accordingly  ;  which 
is  the  form  he  intends  to  ufe,  and  that  hereafter  they  íhall  be 
figned  in  council,  fo  that  nothing  may  be  done  unadvifedly 
in  the  choice  of  any  perfon  to  a  charge  of  ío  great  dignity 
and  jmportance  to  thc  kingdopi. 

And, 
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And,  m  purfuance  thereof,  his  majefty  did  this  day 
declare,  thar  he  had  made  choice  of  the  feveral  perfons 
hereafter  named,  to  be  of  his  privy-council. 

HIS  highnefs  prince  Rupert. 

Dr.  William  Sancroft  lord  archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 
Heneage  lord  Finch,  lord  chancellor  of  England. 

Anthony  earl  of  Shafteíbury,  lord  preñdent  of  the  councih 
Arthur  Earl  of  Anglefea,  lord  privy  feal. 

Chriflopher  dulce  of  Albemarle. 

James  duke  of  Monmouth,  mafler  ofthe  horfe. 

Henry  duke  ofNewcaílle. 

John  dukeof  Lauderdale,  fecretary  of  ílate  forScotland. 
James  duke  of  Ormond,  lord  íleward  of  the  houíhold. 
Charles  lord  marquis  of  Wincheíler. 

Henry  lord  marquis  of  Worceíler. 

Henry  earl  of  Arlington,  lord  chamberlain  of  the  houíhold. 
James  earl  of  Salifbury. 

John  earl  of  Bridgewatcr. 

Robert  earl  of  Sunderland,  one  of  his  majefty?s  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  fíate, 

Arthur  earl  of  Eííex,  firft  lord  commiílioner  of  the  trea- 
fury. 

John  earl  of  Bath,  groom  of  the  fióle, 

Thomas  lord  vifcount  Falconberg, 

George  lord  vifcount  Hallifax. 

Henry  lord  bifhop  of  London. 

John  lord  Roberts. 

Denzil  lord  Hollis. 

William  lord  Ruffel. 

William  lord  Cavendiíh. 

Henry  Coventry  Efq;  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries 
of  fíate. 

Sir  Francis  North,  Kt.  lord  chief-juílice  of  the  common 
pleas. 

Sir  Henry  Capell,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  firíl  commiílioner  of  the 
admiralty. 

Sir  John  Ernley,  Kt.  chapcellor  of  the  exchequer. 

Sir  "Fhomas  Chicheley,  Kt.  maíler  of  the  or4pance, 

Sir  William  Temple,  Baronet. 

Edward  Seymour,  Efqj 
Henry  Pcwle,  Efq; 

And 
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And  his  miyefty  commanded  fuch  of  them  as  werc 
then  prefent  to  be  fworn,  and  to  take  their  places  at 
the  board  accordingly. 

The  right  honourable  Anthony  Earl  ofShafteíbury, 
who  was,  by  his  majefty’s  fpecial  command  fworn 
lord  prefident  of  his  majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy- 
council,  took  his  place  at  the  board  accordingly. 

His  MAJESTY  was  this  day  alio  pleafed  to 
declare,  that  he  intended  to  make 

Sir  Henry  Capel),  Knight  of  the  Bath. 

Daniel  Finch,  Efq; 

Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Baronet, 

Sir  Humphry  Winch,  Baronet, 

Sir  Thomas  Meers,  Baronet, 

Edward  Vaughan,  Efqs 
Edward  Hales,  Efq; 

Commiííioners  for  the  executton  of  the  office  of  lord 
high-admiral  of  England,  who  fhall  only  attend  that 
bufinefs. 

His  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he 
would  have  all  his  affairs  here  debated  freely,  of  whaf, 
kind  foever  they  were ;  and  therefore  abfolute  fe* 
crecy. 

.  His  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he 
would  communicate  this  alteration  of  the  councif 
wnto  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  a  fcw  words,. 
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THE  expedients  mentioned  by  the  author  iíj 
page  513,  and  Tome  other  parts  of  thefe  me- 
moirs,  met  no  íuccefs  in  the  houie  of  commons ; 
v.-ho,  upon  the  bilí  of  exclufion  being  thrown  out  by 
the  lords,  had  leveral  other  expedients  offered  them, 
by  lome  of  their  own  members,  but  could  not  ñx 
upon  any  that  vvere  thought  lufficient.  One  expedient 
was,  to  have  a  bilí  brought  in  for  the  aíTociation  of 
all  hjs  majefty’s  proteílant  fubjedls :  another  was,  a 
bilí  loi  the  bamfhment  of  all  coníiderable  papiíls  out 
of  England  :  a  third,  for  lecuring  frequent  parlia- 
ments.  It  was  likewife  propofed,  that  the  prince  of 
Orange  Hiould  be  joined  in  the  adminiítration  with  the 
duke,  upon  his  coming  to  the  Crown ;  with  feveral 
other  fchemes,  which  all  proved  abortive :  fo  that  the 
houle  of  commons  began  to  re-alTume  the  thoughts 
of  the  bilí  or  exclufion  j  to  which  end  they  prefented 
an  addrefs,  December  1 5th  1680.  The  king’s  mef- 
íage,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs,  January  4th  1680-81, 
was  that  which  the  author  was  commanded  to  carry 
to  the  houfe,  as  he  tells  us,  page  536.  And,  becaufe 
k  may  give  the  reader  lome  light  into  the  affairs  and 
difpofitions  of  thofe  times,  the  addrefs  and  the  king’s 
anfwer  are  here  fubjoined. 
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The  humble  ADDRESS  of  the  Houfe  of  Com~ 
mons,  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  in  anfwer  to 
his  Majeíty’s  moft  gracious  ípeech  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament:,  upon  the  fifteenth  day 
of  December  1680. 


May  ic  pleafe  your  moft  excelleftt  majefty, 

TE  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
/V  je¿ts,  the  commons  in  this  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment  afiembled,  have  taken  into  our  ferious  conftde- 
ration  your  majefty’s  gracious  fpeech  to  both  your 
houfes  of  parliament  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  inftant 
December  ;  and  do,  with  all  the  grateful  fenfeoffaith- 
ful  fubjedts,  and  ftncere  proteftants,  acknowledge  your 
majefty’s  great  goodneis  to  us,  in  renewing  the  af- 
furances  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give  us  of  your  rea- 
dinefs  to  concurwith  us  in  any  means  for  the  lecurity 
of  the  proteílant  religión,  and  your  gracious  invitation 
of  us  to  malte  our  defires  known  to  your  majefty. 

But,  with  grief  of  heart,  we  cannot  but  obferve, 
tliat  to  thele  princely  ofters  your  majefty  Iras  been 
advifed  (by  what  fecrct  enemies  to  your  majefty,  and 
your  people,  we  knovv  not)  to  annex  a  rdcrvation, 
which,  ft  inñfted  on  in  the  inftance  to  which  alone  it 
is  applicable,  will  render  all  your  majefty’s  other  gra¬ 
cious  inclinations  of  no  efi'ect  or  advantage  to  us- 
Your  majefty  is  pleafed  thus  to  limit  your  promife 
of  concurrence  in  the  remedies  which  íhail  be  propof- 
ed,  that  they  may  confift  with  preferving  the  fttccef- 
fion  of  the  crown  in  its  due  and  legal  courie  of  defcent ; 
and  we  do  humbly  inform  your  majefty,  that  no  in- 
terrupuon  of  that  defcent  has  been  endeavoured  by  us, 
except  only  the  defcent  upon  the  perfon  of  the  duke 
of  i  ork,  who,  by  the  wicked  inílrument*  of  the  church 

of 
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of  Rome*  has  been  manifeftly  perverted  to  their  re* 
ligion.  And  we  do  humbly  repreient  to  your  ma- 
jeíiy^  as  the  iíTue  of  our  moft  delibérate  thou^hts  and 
confultations,  that  for  the  papifts  to  have  thcfr  hopes 
continued,  that  a  prince  of  that  religión  fhall  fucceed 
in  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  utterly  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  fafety  of  your  majefty’s  perfon,  the  pre- 
íer\  ation  o¿  the  proteftant  religión,  and  the  proípe- 
rity,  peace,  and  welfare  of  your  proteftant  fubje&s. 

l'hat  your  majefty’s  facred  lite  is  in  continual  dan- 
ger,  under  the  profpeót  of  a  popiíh  fucceílor,  is  evi- 
dent,  not  only  from  the  principies  of  thoíe  clevoted  to 
¿he  church  of  Rome,  which  allow  that  aii  heretical 
prince  (and  fuch  they  term  all  proteftant  princes) 
excommunicated  and  depofed  by  the  pone,  may  be 
deftroyed  and  murdered  ;  but  alfo  from  the  teftimo- 
nies  given^  inthe  profecution  of  the  horrid  popiíh  plot* 
againft  divers  traitors  attainted  for  defigning  to  put 
thoíe  horrid  principies  into  praclice  a^ainít  your 
majefty.  ° 

From  the  expeílation  of  this  fúcceffion,  has  the 
number  of  papifts  in  your  majefty’s  dominions  fo 
much  increafed,  within  thefe  few  years,  and  fo  many 
been  prevailed  with  to  defert  the  trufe  proteftant  re¬ 
ligión,  that  they  might  be  prepared  for  the  favours  of 
*  popiíh  prince,  as  foon  as  he  íhould  come  to  the  pof- 
fe  ilion  of  the  crown  :  and  while  the  fame  expeftation 
lafts,  many  more  will  be  in  the  fame  danger  of  being 
perverted. 

1  his  it  is  that  has  hardened  the  papifts  of  this  king- 
dom,  animated  and  coníederated  by  their  priefts  and 
jeiuits,  to  make  a  common  purfe,  provide  arms,  make 
application  to  foreign  princes,  and  folicit  their  aid* 
for  impofing  popery  upen  us;  and  all  this  even  during 
your  majefty’s  reign,  and  while  your  majefty’s  govern- 
ment  and  the  iaws  were  our  prote&ion/ 
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íc  is  your  majefty’s  glory  and  true  intereft,  to  be 
the  head  and  proteélor  of  all  proteftants,  as  well  a- 
broad  as  at  home  •,  but,  if  thefe  hopes  remain,  what 
alliances  can  be  made  for  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religión  and  intereft:,  which  íhall  give  coníi- 
dence  to  your  majefty’s  allies  to  join  fo  vigorouíly 
with  your  majefty,  as  the  ftate  of  that  intereft  in  the 
world  novv  requires,  while  they  lee  this  proteftant 
kingdom  in  fo  much  danger  of  a  popiíh  liicceíTor  ; 
by  whom,  at  the  prefent,  all  their  counfels  and  adti- 
ons  may  be  eluded,  as  hitherto  they  have  been,  and 
by  whom  (if  he  íhould  fucceed)  they  are  fure  to  be 
deftroyed  ? 

We  have  thus  humbly  laid  before  your  majefty 
fome  of  thofe  great  dangers  and  mifchiefs  which  evi- 
dently  accompany  the  expeftation  of  a  popiíh  fucceí- 
for  :  the  certain  and  unfpeakable  evils  which  will 
come  upon  your  majefty’s  proteftant  fubjeéls  and 
their  pofterity,  if  fuch  a  prince  íhould  inherit,  are 
more  alio  than  we  can  well  enumérate- 

Our  religión,  which  is  now  fo  dangeroufly  fhaken, 
will  then  be  totally  overthrown  ^  nothing  will  be  left, 
or  can  be  found,  to  proteft  or  defend  it. 

The  execution  of  oíd  laws  muft  ceafe,  and  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  expeét  new  ones.  The  moft  facred  ob- 
ligations  of  coniraóts  and  promifes  (if  any  íhould  be 
given)  that  íhall  be  judged  to  be  againft  the  intereft 
of  the  Romiíh  religión,  will  be  violated  ;  as  is  unde- 
niable,  not  only  from  argument  and  experience  elíe- 
where,  but  from  the  fad  experience  this  nation  once 
had  on  the  like  occafion. 

Im  the  reign  of  fuch  a  prince  the  pope  will  be 
acknowledged  fupreme  (tliough  the  fubjeéls  of  this 
kingdom  have  fworn  the  contrary)  and  all  caufes,  ei- 
ther  as  fpiritual,  or  in  order  to  fpiritual  things,  will 
be  brought  under  his  jurifdiótion. 

The  lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  of  ají  fuch  pro- 
teftants,  as  valué  their  fouls  and  their  religión  more 
Vol.  II,  o  o  c  thai* 
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than  their  fecular  concernments,  will  be  adiudged  for- 
feited.  b 

To  all  this  we  might  add,  that  it  appears,  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  plot,  that  foreign  princes  were  invi- 
ted  to  afilft  in  íecuring  the  crown  to  the  duke  of 
York  ;  with  arguments  trom  his  great  zeal  toeftabliíh 
popery,  and  to  extírpate  proteílants  (whom  they  cail 
hereticks)  out  of  his  dominions  ;  and  fuch  will  ex¬ 
pedí  performance  accordingly. 

We  further  humbly  befeech  your  majefty,  in  your 
great  wiidom,  to  coníider,  whether,  in  cafe  the  Im¬ 
perial  crown  of  this  proteftant  kingdom  íhould  de- 
ícend  to  the  duke  of  York,  the  oppofition  which  may 
poílibly  be  made  to  his  poíTeffing  it,  may  not  only  en- 
danger  the  farther  defcent  in  the  royal  line,  but  even 
monarchy  itfelf. 

Por  thefe  realbns,  we  are  moft  humble  petitioners 
to  your  moft  facred  majefty,  that,  in  tender  commife- 
ration  of  your  poor  proteftant  people,  your  majefty 
will  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to  depart  from  the  referva- 
tion  in  your  faid  fpeech ;  and,  when  a  bilí  íhall  be 
tendered  to  your  majefty,  in  a  parliamentary  way,  to 
difable  the  duke  of  York  from  inheriting  the  crown, 
your  majefty  will  give  your  royal  aflent  thereto ;  and, 
as  neceífary  to  fortify  and  defend  the  fame,  that  your 
majefty  will  likewife  be  gracioufty  pleafed  to  afíent  to 
an  a¿i,  whereby  your  majefty’s  proteftant  fubje¿ts 
may  be  enabled  to  afiociate  themfelves  for  the  defence 
of  your  majefty’s  perfon,  the  proteftant  religión,  and 
the  fecurity  of  your  kingdoms. 

Thefe  requefts  we  are  conftrained  humbly  to  make 
to  your  majefty,  as  of  abfolute  neceftity,  for  the  fafe 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  religión. 

Without  thefe  things,  the  alliances  of  England  will 
not  be  valuable,  ñor  the  people  encouraged  to  contri-, 
bute  to  your  majefty’s  íervice. 

As 
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As  fome  further  means  for  the  prefervation  both  of 
our  religión  and  property,  we  are  humble  fuiters  to 
your  majefty,  that  irom  henceforth  íuch  perfons  only 
may  be  judies  within  the  kingdom  of  England  and 
dominión  of  Wales,  as  are  men  of  ability,  integrity, 
and  known  aífedtion  to  the  proteftant  religión  ;  and 
that  they  may  hold  both  their  offices  and  falaries 
Quamdiu  fe  bene  gejferint :  That  (feveral  depury-lieu- 
tenants  and  juftices  of  the  pcace,  fitly  qualified  fcr 
thole  employments,  having  been  of  late  diípiaced,  and 
others  put  in  their  room  who  are  men  of  arbitrary 
principies,  and  countenancers  of  papills  and  popery) 
fuch  only  may  bear  the  office  of  a  lord-lieutenant  as 
are  perfons  or  integrity  and  known  affedtion  to  the 
proteftant  religión  :  That  deputy-lieutenants  and  jufti¬ 
ces  of  the  peace  may  be  alio  fo  qualified,  and  may  be 
moreover  men  of  ability,  of  eftates,  and  intereft  ia 
their  country: 

That  none  may  be  employed  as  military  officers,  or 
officers  in  your  majefty’s  fleet,  but  men  of  known  ex- 
perience,  courage,  and  affecfion  to  the  proteftant  reli¬ 
gión. 

Thefe  our  humble  requefts  being  obtained,  we  ffial!, 
on  our  part,  be  ready  to  affift  your  majefty  for  the 
prefervation  of  Tangier  and  for  putting  your  majefty’s 
fieet  into  íuch  a  condition,  as  it  may  preferve  your 
majefty’s  fovereignty  of  the  feas,  and  be  for  the  de- 
fence  of  the  nation. 

íf  your  majefty  hath,  or  fhall  make  any  neceífary 
alliances,  for  defence  of  the  proteftant  religión,  and 
intereft  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom,  this  houfe  will 
be  ready  to  affift,  and  ftand  by  your  majefty,  in  the 
fupport  of  the  fame. 

Áfter  this  our  humble  anfwer  to  your  majefty’s 
gracious  fpeech,  we  hope  no  evil  inftruments  whatfo- 
ever  fhall  be  able  to  lefíen  your  majefty ’s  eftcem  of 
that  fidelity  and  affeflion  we  bear  to  your  majefty’s 
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femce  ;  but  that  your  majefty  will  alwavs  retain,  in 
your  royal  breaft,  that  favourable  opinión  of  us  your 
loyal  commons ;  that  thofe  other  good  bilis,  which 
we  have  now  under  confideration,  conducing  to  the 
great  cnds  we  have  before  mentioned  ;  as  alfo  all  laws 
for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  your  people,  which 
fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  tendered  for  your  majefty’s 
royal  aíTent,  fhall  find  acceptance  with  your  majefty. 

His  MAJESTY’s  gracious  meffage  to  the  com¬ 
mons  in  parliament,  January  4.  i614* 

Charles  R. 

HI S  majefty  received  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe with 
all  the  difpofition  they  could  wiíh  to  comply 
with  their  reaíonable  defires  ;  but,  upon  perufing  it, 
he  is  forry  to  fee  their  thoughts  fo  wholly  fixed  upon 
the  bilí  of  exclufion,  as  to  determine  that  all  other  re¬ 
medies  for  the  fuppreffing  of  popery  will  be  ineffeétuaL 
His  majefty  is  confirmed  in  his  opinión  againft  that  bilí 
by  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  whorejeftedit. 
He  therefore  thinks  there  remains  nothing  more  for 
him  to  fay,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe,  but 
to  recommend  to  them  the  confideration  of  all  other 
means  for  the  prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religión ; 
in  which  they  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  his  concur- 
rence,  whenever  they  fhall  be  prefented  to  him  in  a 
parliamentary  way  :  and  that  they  would  confider  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  the  condition 
of  Chriftendom,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  enable  him 
to  preferve  Tangier,  and  fecure  his  alliances  abroad, 
and  the  peace  and  fettlement  at  home. 

But  this  anfwer  of  the  king*s  v/as  fo  far  from  givíng 
fatisfaétion,  that  the  fame  day  it  was  read  in  the  houfe, 
after  long  debate,  and  a  defpair  of  any  effeftual  expedi- 
cnts,  the  commons  carne  to  the  following  rcfolutions, 

s  Re* 
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Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinión  of  this  houfe,  that 
there  is  nofecurity  ñor  fafety  for  the  proteftant  religión, 
the  king’s  life,  or  government  of  this  nation,  without 
paffing  a  bilí  for  diíabling  James  duke  of  York  to  in- 
herit  the  Imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  and  dominions 
and  territories  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  to  relv  upon 
any  other  means  and  remedies,  without  fuch  a  bilí,  is 
not  only  infufficient,  but  dangerous. 

Refolved,  That  his  majefty  in  his  laft  mefíage  having 
aíThred  this  houfe  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  in  all  other 
means  for  the  prcfervation  of  theproteftant  religión,  this 
houfe  doth  declare,  That,  until  a  bilí  be  likewife  paíTed 
for  excluding  the  duke  of  York,  this  houfe  cannot  give 
any  iupply  to  his  majefty,  without  danger  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  perfon,  extreme  hazard  of  the  proteftant  reli¬ 
gión,  and  unfaithfulnefs  to  thofe  by  whom  this  houfe  is 
intrufted. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  followed  by  votes  of  addrefles 
againft  feveral  perfons  ;  and,  the  heats  ftill  increafing 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  king,  three  days  after, 
prorogued  the  parliament,  and  the  next  week  difíolved 
it  by  proclamation. 

Page  532.  Sir  William  Jones  was  reputed  one  of  the 
beft  lpeakers  in  the  houfe,  and  was  very  zealous  in  his 
endeavours  for  promoting  the  bilí  of  exclufion.  He 
was  a  perfon  of  great  piety  and  virtue,  and,  having 
taken  an  affeótion  to  Sir  William  Temple,  was  forry  to 
fee  him  employed  in  the  delivery  of  fo  unacceptable  a 
mefíage  to  the  houfe  :  the  fubftance  of  what  he  laid  to 
the  author  upon  it  was  this  :  that  “  for  himfelf  he  was 
“  oíd  and  infirm,  and  expeílcd  to  die  foon  :  but  you, 
tc  faid  he,  will  in  all  probability  live  to  fee  the  whole 

kingdom  lament  the  confequences  of  this  meflaige 
íC  you  have  now  brought  us  from  the  king.35 

PaSe  53^S  What  the  author  ípoke  in  the  houíe 
does  not  only  relate  to  the  buíinefs  of  Tangier,  but 

like- 
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jikewife  to  the  bilí  of  excluíion,  which  was  then  new» 
y  t  irown  out  by  the  íords.  I  fhewed  the  ípeech  to 
the  author,  who,  as  far  as  his  memory  could  íerve 
him,  allowed  it  to  be  fairly  taken.  I  think  it  very 
worthy  of  the  author,  though  it  appears  to  have  been 
wholly  unpremeditate.  And  fince  part  of  it  relates 
to  fome  paflages  in  the  Meffioirs,  it  may  be  conve-* 
nient  to  infert  it  herc. 

.  .  Mr.  Speaker, 

TH  I S  debate  hath  more  of  weight  in  it,  than 
the  bufinefs  of  Tangier.  I  think,  as  affairs 
now  ítand,  the  moft  part  of  Chriílendom  is  concerned 
in  it,  I  am  fu  re  all  the  proteftants  :  and  therefore,  I 
hope,  your  patience  will  hold  out,  to  have  the  whole 
circumftarices  of  it  fairly  examined  :  for  the  argu- 
ments  that  have  been  offered,  in  the  confideration  of 
this  meílage,  have  enlarged  the  debate  further  than 
was  at  firft  intended,  and  have  brought  the  whole  ftate 
of  the  nation,  in  fome  meafure,  before  yod,  inftead 
oí  that  one  particular  bufinefs  of  Tangier  •  fo  that  now 
what  refolvc  you  make  will  be  a  difcovery  of  your  in- 
clinations,  not  only  as  to  what  you  intend  to  do  as  to 
a  fupply  for  1  angier,  but  as  to  giving  money  for  al- 
liances  and  all  other  occafions  ;  upon  which  refult  the 
good  or  bad  fuccefs  of  this  parliament  doth  depend. 
As  to  I  angier,  I  do  agree  with  that  worthy  member 
that  fpoke  before  (though  many  are  of  a  different 
opinión)  that  it  is  not  of  any  great  ufe  to  us,  upon 
the  account  of  any  aavantage  we  fhall  make  by  it. 
But  however,  I  think  it  is  very  well  worth  our  keep- 
ing,  becaufe  of  the  diladvantages  we  íhould  receive  by 
it,  if  it  íhould  fall  into  the  hands  either  of  the  Turk, 
or  Spaniard,  but  efpecially  the  French,  who  will  not 
only  be  thereby  enabled  to  fetter  us  as  to  our  trade  in 
the  Levant,  but  to  curb  alfo  all  other  nations  what- 
fcever ;  and  be  fuch  an  addition  to  the  too  great  power 

he 
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he  hath  acquired  both  by  fea  and  land  already,  that 
I  am  of  opinión  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  we 
weaken  the  fecurity  we  now  have,  that  it  fhall  not 
íall  in to  iiis  hands.  Butif  the  mole  and  the  town  could 
be  blown  into  the  air,  or  otherwifereduced  into  its  firft 
chaos,  1  think,  confidering  the  charge  it  will  coft  keep- 
ing,  England  would  not  be  much  the  worfe  for  it  ; 
but  to  move  you  to  confider  any  thing  about  that,  ac 
íhis  time,  cannot  be  proper,  becaufe  the  Moors  have 
fo  befieged  it,  that  the  firft  thing  that  muft  be  done, 
whether  in  order  to  keep  it  or  deftroy  it,  is,  to 
beat  them  off,  by  fome  fpeedy  fupplies  which  muft 
be  prelently  lent  •,  or  elfe  the  town,  according  to  the 
beft  information  come  from  thence,  is  like  to  be  loft. 
And,  Sir,  I  think  this  fingle  coníideration  may  be 
perfuafive  to  move  you  to  give  fome  fuch  fupply  as  mav 
be  precifely  neceífary  for  the  defence  and  protedion  of 
this  place.  A  fmall  fum  of  money,  in  compariíon  of 
what  this  houfe  hath  formerly  given,  may  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  fatisfy  his  majefty’s  expedation,  and  fecure  the 
place  too,  But  I  muft  confels,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  con¬ 
íideration  or  T.  angier  that  makes  me  prels  you  to  it  j 
but  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  proteftants  abroad.  Sir’ 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  íerve  his  majefty  in  fome 
publick  employments,  and  by  that  means  may  be  alittle 
more  fenfible  of  the  ftate  of  affairs,  in  reference  to  our 
neighbours,  than  others  may  be ;  having  not  only  had 
trie  advantage  oí  information,  but  was  under  a  necel- 

my  beft  endeavours  to  get  a  true  account 
o  them.  Sir,  í  am  conndent  theeyes  ofall  Europe  are 
upon  this  parliament  •,  and  not  only  the  proteftants 
abioad,  but  many  catholick  countries(whoftandin  fear 
of  the  power  of  France)  do  think  themlelves  as  much 
concernedin  the  fuccefs  ofthis  parliament,  as  this  houfe-, 

a,n  w'-  f  .  as  much  perplexed  to  hear  any  ill  news 
thereof.  Fías,  .ur,  as  v/ell  as  the  neceffitiesof  our  affairs 
at  borne,  make  me  trouble  you  at  this  time,  to  defire 

you 
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you  to  be  careful  what  you  do,  that  \ve  may  not  oc* 
cafion  in  his  majefty  any  diílike  to  this  houfe.  What- 
ever  you  do  as  to  the  bufinefsof  money  forTangier,  I 
pray,  Sir,  let  there  be  no  notice  takeii  in  your  addrefs, 
of  the  lords  having  caft  out  your  bilí ;  for  we  have 
no  reafon  to  think  the  king .  was  any  ways  concerned 
therein.  To  throw  out  a  bilí  of  fo  great  importance, 
without  a  conference,  was,  in  my  humble  opinión, 
very  ftrange  and  contrary  to  the  ufual  proceedings  of 
that  houfe.  But,  pray,  Sir,  let  it  .lie  at  their  doors 
thatdid  it-,  for  the  king  could  not  be  concerned  in  a 
parliamentary  way.  For  by  this  means  we  may  obví¬ 
ate  all  mifunderftandings  with  his  majefty  about  this 
affair ;  and,  I  hope,  create  in  him  a  good  opinión  of 
this  houfe,  upon  which  the  welfare,  not  only  of  this 
nation,  but  of  Europe,  doth  much  depend. 

Sir,  his  majefty,  in  his  meffage,  puts  you  in  mind 
of  giying  advice,  as  well  as  money  •,  I  think,  if  we 
make  that  expreííion  the  ground  of  our  addrefs,  we 
may  naturally  graft  very  good  things  thereon,  efpe- 
cially  what  may  conduce  to  the  prefervation  of  a  fair 
correfpondence,  Sir,  though  a  king  alone  cannot  fave 
a  kingdom,  yet  a  king  alone  can  do  very  much  to  ruin 
it;  and,  though  parliaments  alone  cannot  fave  this  king¬ 
dom,  yet  parliaments  alone  may  do  much  to  ruin  it  : 
And  therefore  we  cannot  be  too  circumfpedt  in  whatwe 
do.  It  is  our  fortune  to  fit  here  in  a  critical  time,  when 
not  only  the  affairs  of  this  nation,  but  the  proteftant  re¬ 
ligión  abroad,  need  our  continuance;  and,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  we  may  juftly  fear  that  there  are  thofe  who 
endeavour  to  contrive  the  putting  off  this  parliament. 
I  pray,  Sir,  let  us  not  give  them  any  advantage ;  and 
then  I  doubt  not  but  his  majefty’s  care  and  goodnefs 
will  at  laft  overeóme  all  difficulties,  and  bring  this 
feífion  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

The  End  of  the  Second  Volunte f 
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